The Northern Plains Classis
2026 Abstract of the Minutes

41st Annual Spring Meeting
March 5 - 6, 2026
Hope Reformed Church
Pierre, South Dakota



Dedicated to the memory of two men
who tirelessly served our Lord
with love and faithfulness:

Rev. Howard Hart
Elder Spencer Gross

Psalm 116:15

Precious in the sight of the LORD Is the death of His saints.
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GUIDELINES FOR GIVING

Classical Dues: $10
Missions: $7
Missions Seed Fund: $25
Student Development Fund: $10
Youth Camp Guideline Fund: $3
Total: $55
OFFICERS OF CLASSIS
President: Rev. Hank Bowen
Vice President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg
Stated Clerk: Rev. Larry Lynch
Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm

PERMANENT COMMITTEES OF CLASSIS*

Auditing: Haddock, Voytek, DeJong, and Kappas

Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, Lynch, and Haak

Candidates and Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff, and Snyder
Christian Education and Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, and Strong
Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, and C. Dockter

Executive: Bowen, Lynch, and Fickbohm

Home Missions: Voytek, Lassley, C. Mehlhaff, and Savage
Interchurch Relations: Bowen, Pulliam, Haak
Assistant to the Clerk: Haak

*Underline Indicates Convener
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Bowen, Hank (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
2726 Railroad Circle, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605) 824-8108 Email: rcushank@gmail.com

Haddock, William (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
627 N Jackson Ave, Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: (605) 838-4326 Email: w.whaddock@gmail.com

Hall, Jimmy John (Retired)
Phone: (916) 202-5549,

Email: pastorjimmyjohn2028hall@gmail.com

Henderson, Paul (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
1221 Northridge Rd (Corner of Foster & Northridge)
Mitchell, South Dakota 57301
Phone: (661) 910-2154
Email: hendohrcus@gmail.com

Irwin, Dave (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
220 1st Ave SW, Ashley, ND 58413

Phone: (701) 288-3265 Email: colossians2.10@gmail.com
Lassley, Michael (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)

434 30t St NW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 881-4997 Email: michael.lassley@jicloud.com

Lynch, Larry (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
105 Lakeview Dr, Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (661) 965-3906 Email: larrylynch2@yahoo.com

Pulliam, Kevin (Christ RCUS, Minot, ND)
1624 Foothills Rd SW, Minot, ND 58701
Phone: (816) 442-1068 Email: kpull80@gmail.com

Schwichtenberg, Cody (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
PO Box 724, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2209 Email: codyrcus@gmail.com

Voytek, Michael (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
792 9th Ave W, Dickinson, ND 58601

Phone: (209) 327-8150 Email: pastorvoytek@gmail.com
PRIMARIUS ELDERS

Aune, Dan (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
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3545 92nd Ave SW, Taylor, ND 58656
Phone: (701) 260-4150 Email: justylane@ndsupernet.com

Beck, Matthew (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
10861 318 Ave, Eurcka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 437-2662 Email: johndeeremkb@gmail.com

DeJong, Rodney (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
3517 4th Ave SW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 881-5920 Email: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Dockter, Charles C. (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
PO Box 515, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3403 Email: violalchascdoc@msn.com

Fickbohm, Matthew (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2012 Tiree Dr, Fort Pierre, SD 57532
Phone: (605) 280-9330 Email: mfickbohm@gmail.com

Haak, Doug (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
80 S Aldrich St, Aberdeen, SD, 57437
Phone: (605) 290-1128 Email: ddhaak@abe.midco.net

Savage, Tom (Grace RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
221 W 3rd Ave, Lennox, SD, 57039

Phone: (605) 252-8564 Email: tjsavagel3@gmail.com

Snyder, James (Christ RCUS, Minot, ND)
2300 19t Ave NW, Minot, ND 58703

Phone: (701) 2982 Email: jsnyder@nd.gov

SECUNDUS ELDERS

Dockter, Elton (Christ RCUS, Minot, ND)
1741 Evergreen Ave SW, Minot, ND 58701
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Phone: (701) 720-5794 Email: 94encd@gmail.com

Fischer, James (Eurcka RCUS, Eureka, SD)
33520 108t St, Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 284-2263 Email: jzfischer@valleytel.net

Strong, Mark (Grace RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
1022 W 6th Ave, Mitchell, SD 57301

Phone: (605) 770-6216 Email: markjstrong@gmail.com

CHURCHES IN NORTH DAKOTA

Ashley, ND 58413 (701) 288-3265
Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9:00 am; SS: 10:15 am
Pastor: Dave Irwin
Website: www.facebook.com/SalemReformed
Email: SalemRCUS@gmail.com

Dickinson, ND 58601 (701) 590-5935
Grace RCUS, 229 3rd St W, Dickinson, ND 58601

Worship: 10:00 am; Bible Study: Wednesday 7:00 pm
Pastor: Michael Voytek (wife, Rebecca)
Website: _www.grcdickinson.com

Email: gracercusdickinson@gmail.com

Minot, ND 58701 (701) 340-7666

Christ RCUS, 234 14th Ave SE (South Apartment Building)
(Mail: 1624 Foothills Rd, SW, Minot, ND 58701)

Worship: 11:00 am

Pastor: Kevin Pulliam (wife, Rachel)

Website: www.christreformedchurchminot.com

CHURCHES IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Aberdeen, SD 57401 (605) 225-6120
First RCUS, 818 9th Ave SE
Worship: 9:00 am; Sunday School: 10:15 am
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Pastor: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)
Website: www.aberdeenreformed.com
Email: firstrcus@gmail.com

Eureka, SD 57437 (605) 284-2392
Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 am; Sunday School: 10:15 am
Pastor: vacant
Website: www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS

Herreid, SD 57632 (605) 437-2209
First RCUS, 601 N Main St (Mail: PO Box 212)
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 11:00 am
Pastor: Cody Schwichtenberg (wife, Angela)

Email: codyrcus@gmail.com

Mitchell, SD 57307 (605) 996-2803
Grace RCUS, 1021 S Davison St
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 9:00 am
Pastor: vacant
Website: gracereformed.com

Pierre, SD 57501 (605) 224-8626
Hope RCUS, 317 S Garfield
Worship: 9:30 am; Sunday School 10:30 am
Pastor: Larry Lynch (wife: Idelette)
Website: www.hopercus.com

Watertown, SD 57201 (605) 881-4997

Covenant RCUS, 15 12th Ave NE (Mail: 434 30th ST. NW)
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 11:30 am
Pastor: Michael Lassley (wife, Amy)
Website: www.watertownrcus.org
Email: michael.lassley@icloud.com
RADIO PROGRAMS OF THE
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS

Salem (Ashley) — Sundays at 7:45 am
Start the Week KSIB AM 600

Eureka — Sundays at 9:00 am
Worship Service KOLY 99.5 FM
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Northern Plains Classis Sermon Audio Site:
www.SermonAudio.com/npcrcus

Services

Rev. Michael Voytek opened the 41st Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains
Classis with a devotion from the Gospel of Mark chapter 1, “Heaven Rules
Earth Now.” The Classis sang a hymn, “Christ Shall Have Dominion.”
Afterward, Rev. Voytek led the body in prayer.

Organization

President Hank Bowen called the assembly to order at 1:20 pm. The roll was
called following the devotion. There were nine ministers and seven elders
present for a total of 16, a quorum.

President Bowen defined the bar of the house as the first five rows. Elder
Fickbohm and Rev. Voytek were appointed as tellers. Rev. Lassley was
appointed as the Reformed Herald reporter.

Election of Officers: Election by ballot was held for men to serve in the
following capacities: President—Rev. Hank Bowen; Vice-President—Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg; Stated Clerk—Rev. Larry Lynch; and Treasurer—Elder
Matthew Fickbohm.

Adoption of Agenda, Orders of the Day, Special Orders

The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted as presented by
Classis President Hank Bowen.

Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates and Visitors
Reyv. Pulliam introduced Elder Les Vander Veen and moved that he be seated in
the bar of the house and given the privileges of the floor.

Elder Haak introduced Elder Craig Melhaff and moved that he be seated in the
bar of the house and given the privileges of the floor.

President Bowen introduced Synod President Roger Gallimore. Rev. Irwin
moved that he be seated in the bar of the house and given the privileges of the
floor.

Reception of New Churches

There were no new churches to receive.

Reception of New Ministers

President Bowen recognized Rev. Lynch as a new minister. The body extended
the right hand of fellowship to Rev. Lynch.
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Announcement of Standing Committees

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services & Interchurch:

Rev. Pulliam, Rev. Lynch, Elder DeJong, Elder Beck

Examinations and Licensure: Rev. Haddock, Rev. Hall, Elder C. Mehlhaff
Missions: Rev. Schwichtenberg, Rev. Voytek, Elder Strong, Elder Haak

Judicial: Rev. Irwin, Rev. Lassley, Elder Mehlhaff, Elder Fischer

Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid: Rev. Bowen, Rev. Voytek, Elder
C. Dockter, Elder Fickbohm

Nominations and Excuses: Rev. Lassley, Elder Fischer, Elder C. Dockter

Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports &
Communications

The Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports, and Communications were
distributed to the Standing Committees.

Auditing Committee

Esteemed Brethren:

The Auditing Committee audited the financial books of the Northern Plains
Classis as they were kept by the treasurer, Elder Matt Fickbohm. Your
committee met by electronic conference with Elder Fickbohm on January 21,
2026. Present were Elder Matt Fickbohm, Elder Dan Aune, and Rev. William
Haddock.

Your committee found the Treasurer’s books to be in order. We make the
following recommendations:

Recommendation 1: That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s
Northern Plains Classis financials to be in order.

Recommendation 2: That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s
Heidelberg Youth Camp financials to be in order.
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Recommendation 3: That the Northern Plains Classis commend Elder Matt
Fickbohm for his work as Treasurer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. William Haddock, Elder Rod DeJong, Elder Dan Aune

Camp Committee

Dear brothers,

Your joint committee met on Tuesday February 3w, 2026 to conduct the
oversight of Heidelberg Youth Camp. The committee examined the evaluations
of campers and staff collected during HYC 2025. The Lord continues to bless
HYC with excellent attendance. At 152 campers we continued a three-year
streak of record attendance. Praise the Lord! Our continued prayer is for our
Lord to use HYC for the strengthening of His church!

After eight years serving faithfully at HYC, Warren and Laura Nuss are hanging
up their aprons. We are deeply grateful for their faithful and heartfelt service! It
was very encouraging to watch their love and care through the food they
prepared and their desire to meet each and every diectary need not just with
‘something to eat’, but something enjoyable prepared with evident Christian
love. Please join me in showing our gratitude and that of HYC to the Nusses for
their faithful service!

And so, with their retirement, an item of urgency and prayerful concern for HYC
2026 is the need for new leadership in the kitchen. The committee has sent a
request to congregations of the Classes as well as prior volunteers to share this
need with their congregations. We are confident the Lord will call folks into this
role and we pray you will share the urgency and need with your congregation.

Committee members circulated five proposed themes prior to the meeting,
allowing the committee to consider these, along with any themes proposed
during the meeting. The committee arrived quickly at a consensus for the theme
“Christ of the Psalms,” exploring the Psalms in light of Christ as the fulfillment
of all scripture. The proposed theme includes the following topics:

Theme: “Christ of the Psalms”
Theme Verse:

Psalm 16:8: “I have set the LORD always before me; Because He is at my right
hand, I shall not be moved.”

Lesson 1: Christ the Law Keeper (Psalm 1, Matthew 5:17-20)
Lesson 2: Christ the King (Psalm 2, Matthew 28:18, Revelation 19:11-16)
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First “Camp Service”: Christ our Reconciliation (Psalm 32)

Lesson 3: Christ our Confidence (Psalm 121, John 17:9-19)
Lesson 4: Christ the Comforter (Psalm 88, Matthew 26:36-46, Mark 15:33,
Philippians 3:8-11)

Second “Camp Service”: Christ our Thanksgiving (Psalm 107:1-22, 48)

Lesson 5: Christ the Builder (Psalm 127, John 15:5, I Peter 2:4-5)
Lesson 6: Christ the Worshipped (Psalm 122, John 4:16-26)

Throughout the theme we see Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the Scriptures.
The theme seeks to point our campers to Christ throughout the various types of
Psalms. The goal is to help our campers delve into the Psalms, while pointing to
Christ throughout and exploring various life issues relevant to our young people.
Along with the theme, the committee considered various themes within each
lesson for our pastors to consider as they prepare.

Our offering this year is proposed to help our brothers and sisters in the
Reformed Church of Los Angeles as they seek to establish a permanent location
for their congregation to meet. We pray the Lord will bless this congregation,
ministering in an urban community that may feel foreign to many of our
campers, with the advancement of the Gospel!

This year we will be implementing the requirement placed upon us by the Synod
to perform background checks of our volunteers every five years. This being the
first year, all volunteers will need to have this check performed. The Synod
Executive Committee has worked to establish the process laid out in the
approved policy to make the process as simple and confidential as possible.
Individuals will input their information to a contracted website. One individual
on the Executive Committee will receive the results and notify the Camp
Director of a ‘pass’ or ‘fail’ result. We expect this will add some time to the
process and so we encourage our volunteers to have their forms prepared sooner
rather than later this year!

The committee notes the following dates for future camps: July 27-31, 2026,
July 26-30, 2027, & July 24-28, 2028.

Your committee brings the following recommendations:
Recommendation 1: That the budget and registration fees (attached) be adopted.

Recommendation 2: That the theme of “Christ of the Psalms” be adopted as the
theme of HYC 2026.

Recommendation 3: That the offerings collected during HYC 2026 be
designated for the building purchase and renovation of the Reformed Church of
Los Angeles.

Recommendation 4: That congregations take note of the registration deadlines
for early registration (by May 31, which is earlier than usual) and final
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registration (no later than June 30th) and that congregations be encouraged to
submit registrations as early as possible.

Recommendation 5: That Elder Warren and Laura Nuss be commended for their
leadership and service in the kitchen.

Representing the SCC:
Rev. Orrie Oosthuizen, Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder Carson Blair,

Elder Chris Nelson, Elder Warren Nuss, and Elder David Salazar.

Representing the NPC:
Rev. Paul Henderson, Rev. Larry Lynch, Rev. Kevin Pulliam,

Elder Doug Haak, and Elder Matthew Fickbohm

(Proposed Budget on the following page)
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Heidelberg Youth Camp Financial Report and Proposed Budget

Difference 2026
¥ 2025 2025 (under) | Proposed
Budget Actual over Budget
Opening Fund Balance (1/1/25) 16,427.00 T
Revenue
Camp Fees (152 campers) $31,390 $33,32000 S 1,930|S 32,680
Donations - Cash 2,000 938.00 (1,062) 2,000
Donations - In kind (food) 500 669.16 169 500
Worship Offering 1,616.58
Classis Support 6,400 7,340.50 941 7,000
Camp Store Sales 600 772.00 172 700
Total Revenue 40,890  44,656.24 42,880
Expenses
Camp Bob Marshall Rental 30,868  27,810.44 (3,058) 33,032 | *
Food 7,000 7,556.00 556 8,000
T-Shirts & Counselor Gifts 3,600 3,353.32 (247) 3,600
Camp Store Supplies 600 636.46 36 700
Supplies and Equipment 700 2,461.44 1,761 1,000
Arts & Crafts 500 501.93 2 600
Administration 25 - (25)
Designated offering recipient 1,616.58 1,617
Total Expenses 43,293  43,936.17 46,932
Operating Gain (Loss) T 72007 (4,052)
Ending Fund Balance (12/31/25) $17,147.07

* Rental cost: $600 (kitchen use)+5$2,000 (early access)+[$37 (daily rate/person) X 4 (days) X
200 (people)] + 6.5% tax

Camp Statistics 2021 2022 2023 20247 2025  Est2026
Campers 135 136 136 146 152 150

Kitchen 6 9 8 8 7 10
Counselors 51 41 34 40 33 40

Total " 1927 186" 178" 194 192 200

(‘counselors' and 'Kitchen' excludes those in hotels)
Proposed 2026 $215 per camper if registration & fee received by May 31. (No change)
Camper Fees: $230 per camper if received June 1 or after. (No change)
No fee for adult volunteers.
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Candidates and Credentials Committee
Esteemed Brothers in Christ,

The Candidates & Credentials Committee anticipated a possible examination of
Mr. Chris Nelson; however, he declined the call from Grace Reformed Church in
Mitchell, South Dakota. For that reason, the committee did not meet. We ask
that you continue to keep our vacant congregations in prayer, as it can be
challenging to find men willing to consider a call within the RCUS. It is
increasingly apparent that there is a genuine shortage of pastoral candidates
within our denomination, and that shortage will likely become more apparent as
RCUS ministers approach retirement. As Jesus said, “The harvest

truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest
to send out laborers into His harvest.” (Matt. 9:37-38)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Dave Irwin, Elder Jim Snyder, and Elder Craig
Mehlhaff

Christian Education & Publications Committee

Dear Fathers & Brothers in Christ,

The Christian Education and Publications Committee met via Zoom on Monday,
February 9, 2026. Its business entailed the continuing publication of the
Northern Plains Chronicles and reviewing our outreach via Sermon Audio. Matt
Fickbohm agreed to continue as the editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles for
the 2026 term, though he would be open to letting someone else step into that
role. Mr. Fickbohm approved of the recommended due dates for reports in
Recommendation 2.

Regarding the Northern Plains Classis channel on Sermon Audio, Mr. Fickbohm
did not report any price increases for this year; the cost remains at $59.95/
month. We had an increase in listenership, with 10,694 plays worldwide in
2025, up from 9,704 the previous year (an increase of 990). Our Sermon Audio
channel was accessed from 77 countries in 2025 (up from 53 in 2024). 7,053
plays were from the United States, with Virginia (1,900), South Dakota (335),
and Maryland (220) being among the states where our sermons were most
accessed from. Included in the total listeners for 2025 were 3,600 video plays
(up from 1,347 in 2024) and 2,410 mobile plays (up from 1,165 in the previous
year).

Elder Matt Fickbohm communicated with the Committee, informing us that
Sermon Audio now connects to various social media platforms and will
automatically push our sermons to those platforms if we set up and link
accounts. He suggested that he could set up some social media accounts for the
Classis and, through these, push out our Sermon Audio sermons for free, and
increase our reach.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. We recommend that Elder Matt Fickbohm continue as editor of the Northern
Plains Chronicles for the term 2026.

2. We recommend the following proposed quarterly due dates for reports to the
Northern Plains Chronicles and proposed publication dates:

Issues Due Dates for Reports Publishing Target Dates
January-March Thur., April 2, 2026 Thur., April 9, 2026
April-June Thur., July 2, 2026 Thur., July 9, 2026
July-September Thur., October 1, 2026 Thur., October 8, 2026
October-December Thur., December 31, 2026 Thur., January 7, 2027

3. We recommend that the Northern Plains Classis continue utilizing the
services of Sermon Audio, and that the Classis continue to fund the $59.95/
month ($720/year) cost of using the service.

4. We recommend that Classis accept Elder Fickbohm's proposal to set up
various social media accounts for the Classis and link our Sermon Audio
account to those platforms to promote our sermons.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Dave Irwin, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Mark Strong, and Elder Matthew
Beck.

Diaconal Committee

Esteemed Brothers and Fellow Servants in Jesus Christ,

Your committee received no requests for diaconal assistance; therefore, there
was no need to meet. We stand ready to serve when the need arises.

Respectfully Submitted,
Elder Matthew Beck, Elder Bruce Kappas, and Rev. Michael Lassley

Home Missions Committee

Dear Brothers of the Northern Plains Classis,
Your committee officially met on January 29, 2026.

Our Report:
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First, from recommendation #3 of the 2024 Northern Plains Classis Standing
Home Missions Committee, “That the congregations of the Northern Plains
Classis be encouraged to pray that God would raise up men fit and qualified to
be sowers (evangelists) and reapers (church planters) of the gospel for the
Northern Plains Classis and for the other Classes of the RCUS (Matt. 9:35-38,
John 4:34-38).” We have prayed often for God to raise up such a man, and we
sought out possible resources from seminaries and from our own contacts. We
reached out to a couple of Reformed seminaries concerning students who are
graduating this year and found that none are available. Rev. Paul Ipema of Mid-
America Reformed Seminary said that he will inform the current second-year
students and encourage them to contact us if they are interested in learning
more about ministry opportunities in the RCUS. We continue to encourage all
the churches of the Northern Plains to earnestly petition our Lord to send us
such a man who desires to sow the seed of the gospel. Also, your committee
will continue to reach out to other Reformed seminaries and other potential
individuals in search of the right man to take up this call. Take Note.

Secondly, the members of the committee spent time discussing the strategic
plan going forward. It was agreed that we should target the large metropolitan
areas in the geography of the Northern Plains Classis, such as in and around
Fargo, North Dakota, Billings, Montana, Boise, Idaho, and Anchorage, Alaska,
among other possibilities. But in order to move forward, the Lord has to raise
up the evangelists/missionaries to accomplish the outreach. We take seriously
the command of our Lord Jesus Christ recorded in the Gospel of Matthew:
“Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved
with compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep
having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The harvest truly is plentiful,
but the laborers are few. Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out
laborers into His harvest” (Matthew 9:35-38). Please continue to pray with us
for the Lord of the harvest to raise up the laborers needed. Take Note.

Respectfully Submitted:
Elder Tom Savage, Elder Craig Mehlhaff, Rev. Michael Lassley, and Rev. Michael
Voytek

Interchurch Relations Committee
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Dear Brothers,

We received an invitation to the OPC Presbytery held on September 23, 2025, in
Volga, South Dakota. I was able to attend this meeting and bring greetings on
behalf of the Northern Plains Classis.

There was a Zoom meeting in which the ongoing discussion between members
of the Interchurch committees about holding a joint meeting of the fraternal
bodies was discussed. This envisions the full bodies coming together for joint
discussions and fellowship. This would include the CanRef, RCUS, OPC, and
URCNA. Elder John Hoogerdijk of Classis Manitoba is taking the lead in
organizing this discussion. Nothing was concluded, and there is hope for more
discussion to come.

I had planned to attend the Classis meeting of the Canadian Reformed Churches,
Manitoba, last Fall; however, I was unable due to pressing health matters that
arose in my congregation. Rev. Pulliam intends to be at their Spring meeting in
March.

There are no further matters to report on. The delegates of the Northern Plains
Classis are reminded and encouraged that they should have valid passports
should the opportunity arise to participate in interactions with our Canadian
brothers.

Respectfully,
Rev. Hank Bowen, Elder Charles Dockter, and Rev. Kevin Pulliam

Reports of Officers

President:

Dear Brothers and Co-laborers in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

In reading the Permanent and Parochial Reports of the Northern Plains Classis,
this year might be summed up as taking care of business but holding steady.
The pastors are tending to their duties in their churches, and the committees are
seeking to make progress within the goals and vision we have as a Classis, but
with little movement this past year. But the prayers of the Saints continue to
petition our Lord to provide us with the resources and the opportunity to fulfill
our calling of being faithful in the Lord’s building of his church.

Our Lord encourages us in this idea of persistence through his parable of the
Persistent Friend in Matthew 11:5-10, who woke his neighbor up at midnight to
obtain three loaves of bread. Of course, the friend was fast asleep and
responded, as most of us would, go away and come back in the morning. But
the friend would not go away and kept banging on the door until his neighbor
came down and gave him what he wanted because he was persistent. In verse 9,
Jesus then directs what our approach to prayer ought to be: “So I say to you,
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ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be
opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks it will be opened.”

How much more should we have an expectation when we pray for the very thing
the Lord commands us to pray for, that he will answer our prayers in due time?
In Luke 10:2, Jesus said, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few;
therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”
There is a common thread that runs throughout the needs of the Northern Plains
Classis, and we are not alone in this need. It is that the Lord would provide us
with pastors and men desirous to do the work of an evangelist.

We are so thankful that the Lord provided Rev. Larry Lynch for our
congregation here in Pierre, South Dakota. He was ordained to the gospel
ministry and assumed his charge on May 25%, 2025. One of the amazing things
was to see his father-in-law, the Rev. Neale Riffert, officiate at his ordination,
reminding us that the Lord’s blessing is from generation to generation. This is
truly an answer to persistent prayer, especially by Rev. Haddock, who can now
return to enjoy sitting under the preaching of the Word in his retirement. Rev.
Lynch is still facing a shoulder surgery, and the doctors are seeking a diagnosis
of a neurological problem, which, to us, should be a matter of prayer.

We continue to call upon the Lord to provide a pastor for Grace Reformed
Church in Mitchell. They have been actively searching for a pastor since May
2023. However, in God’s good providence, the Rev. Paul Henderson had retired
to Mitchell shortly before the pulpit became vacant and has ably supplied the
congregation in what has become a fruitful relationship. The elders and deacons
continue to be diligent in their work, and the congregation is quite joyful in
waiting upon the Lord. There was a candidate who recently preached a trial
sermon and was offered a call, only to turn it down. So we continue to pray
knowing that God will provide them with their next shepherd according to his
time. On a note of praise for God's provision of men, there were two men called
home who were part of the Grace congregation. The first was Elder Spencer
Gross, who served as an elder for many years and earned for himself a good
reputation. The other was a man of God who was a pastor for 65 years. Rev.
Howard Hart began his ministry in the RCUS in 1969 when he received a call
and served the Eureka Reformed Church. He was one of several men who had a
profound influence on many pastors as well as members of the RCUS.

So, having filled one pulpit in our Classis, we come here having received word
that our Clerk, Rev. Jimmy John Hall, has resigned his charge from the Eureka
Reformed Church due to a serious back condition that is forcing his retirement.
He underwent a major surgery this past year and continued to labor in fulfilling
the duties of his charge, but with a continuous amount of debilitating pain. He
will be moving to Ohio within the next few weeks. So we add a new petition
before the Lord to provide another shepherd for his sheep, while giving the
elders and deacons wisdom and persistence during this vacancy.

This need to fill vacant pulpits places a burden on our Classis. The Candidates
and Credentials Committee writes: “We ask that you continue to keep our
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vacant congregations in prayer, as it can be challenging to find men willing to
consider a call within the RCUS. It is increasingly apparent that there is a
genuine shortage of pastoral candidates within our denomination, and that
shortage will likely become more apparent as RCUS ministers approach
retirement.” There are currently at least eight congregations in the RCUS that
are searching for a pastor to fill vacant pulpits.

This need for God to raise men to the ministry of the Word is evident in our
search for an evangelist/missionary to seek opportunities to plant new churches
within our boundaries. The Missions Committee reports that they have been
actively seeking such a man, reaching out to seminaries and other avenues in
search of someone who can be called to this work. They have also considered
target areas to explore for new works, but recognize “in order to move forward,
the Lord has to raise up the evangelists/missionaries to accomplish the
outreach.”

In reviewing our statistics, the total communicant membership went from 412 to
410, and the baptized membership from 495 to 491. Our general church
offerings went up significantly, but that was offset by even greater general
expenses. Some churches report that the members' giving is more than sufficient
to meet the needs of the church whiler others struggle in this area. The giving to
the guideline is good. Our Missions and Missions Seed Funds have very healthy
balances, so that when the Lord provides the opportunity to pursue the planting
of a new church, we will have the financial resources to do so. Since these two
funds currently are over $100,000, with no immediate plan to use those funds,
the Treasurer would like us to consider whether these funds should be invested
in something more aggressive than CDs. This matter should be referred to the
Standing Finance Committee for consideration.

In Matthew 16:18, Jesus said, “I will build My church, and the gates of hell will
not prevail against it.” We understand that the church our Lord speaks of is a
spiritual edifice not made with hands, but constructed by the lively preaching of
the gospel of grace, wherein members are added to the church through saving
faith, which comes in trusting in the shed blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. But
there is also the reality that the ministry of our churches benefits greatly from
adequate facilities.

Rev. Voytek reports that Grace Reformed Church in Dickinson was able to retire
$104,000 of its building debt, paying off the bank loan. Currently, they still owe
around $46,000 on two notes to the RCUS Synod and the Western Classis. He
writes, “Our desire is to eliminate this remaining debt as quickly as possible so
that we can free up those financial resources to support further outreach/church
planting in other areas, as well as other worthwhile ministry endeavors.” Rev.
Lassley praises God that after over three decades, the Covenant Reformed
Church in Watertown has purchased its first building. They are in the process of
finishing up the renovation work and expect to begin worship there soon. They
thank God that “he has given us roots by providing a building of our own from
which to worship, teach, nurture, and reach the community of Watertown, SD.”
The Classis looks forward to meeting there for the 42nd meeting so that we might
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share in their joy. The members of First Reformed Church of Herried have
shifted their plans to build a new fellowship hall to tearing down the existing
structure and building a new zero-entrance church. They have commissioned
their Trustees to secure a contractor to take on this project, which has proved to
be a challenging task. So let us all pray that in this coming year, the project can
get underway. Likewise, First Reformed Church of Aberdeen continues to
pursue obtaining the surrounding properties to the church with the goal of
adding a new sanctuary and turning the existing sanctuary into a larger fellowhip
hall with additional classrooms.

This need for some of our churches to have bigger and more functional facilities
is a reflection of the positive direction of the activities of our pastors and
consistories. Our pastors are very busy, not only in the faithful preaching of the
Word, but in taking the gospel into the community. Whether it is Rev. Irwin
diligently producing radio segments for “Start the Week”, Rev. Lassley
providing weekly chapels for a couple of local businesses, or Rev. Bowen and
Rev. Voytek teaching seminary courses at home and abroad, it is apparent that
our men are not content to sit in their studies, but are outward-looking. The
Apostle Paul commends us to such labor, stating in 1 Timothy 4:10, for to this
end we both labor and suffer reproach, because we trust in the living God, who
is the Savior of all men, especially of those who believe. And in 1 Timothy
5:17, let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially
those who labor in the word and doctrine.

Our pastors, however, do not labor alone. The role of our elders and deacons is
vital to the health of the church. This is apparent from the pressure upon these
men who serve in our churches, which have been, are, or will be vacant. In the
absence of a shepherd, they often have to take up the teaching of classes or the
reading of sermons on the Lord’s Day. A strong, healthy, and vibrant consistory
is essential to encourage the work of the pastor. Whether in the regular
visitation of the members, stepping in to teach a class, or filling the pulpit so the
pastor can attend to other matters, it is crucial to the ministry of the gospel.
Consistory training should be a regular and ongoing aspect of the Consistory
meetings. It would be of great benefit if Consistory development were a subject
we take up at Classis as a Special Order.

Lastly, I want to come back to our need not only to pray that the Lord would
provide men for the work of the ministry, but that we would seek to encourage
the young men in our congregations to consider preparing themselves to pursue
a calling by the Lord into the ministry. As pastors and elders, we should look for
young men who exhibit the potential gifts and seek to nurture those gifts even at
the time of catechism. It is important that we have the vision that we may not
only be preparing a future pastor, but also our future elders and deacons. So
brothers, let us pray fervently and persistently that the Lord would send us
laborers to go into His harvest in the Northern Plains Classis (Luke 10:2).

In Christ's Service,
Rev. Hank Bowen
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Stated Clerk (Including Necrologies):

Esteemed Brothers and Honorable Fathers,

Since the last time Classis met, a lot of events and activities have no doubt
transpired in our lives, our families, our churches, and in our country. As you
know, this previous year has been an opportunity to serve you all as the Stated
Clerk of Classis. So, what were the duties performed on your behalf?

Duties Performed:

1. The Minutes of the 40th Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains
Classis (NPC) were finished and presented to the 279t Synod of the Reformed
Church of the United States (RCUS).

2. The Abstract of the 40t Annual Spring Meeting of the NPC was prepared for
publication, and copies were mailed and delivered to the churches of the RCUS.

3. The necessary preparations were made for the 41st Annual Spring Meeting of
the NPC, namely preparing reports, preparing overtures, answering
correspondence, editing, and compiling all documents for the minutes, abstract,
and delegates thereof.

4. The reception of two necrologies: (1) Rueben Christ Schaeffer, and (2)
Spencer Gross.

Correspondence:

1. Received from the Synod Clerk five items: (1) Minutes of Synod Report; (2)
MEREF updates; (3) Sabbatical Guidelines for consideration; (4) Ministerial Aid
Application forms; and (5) Book Depository procedures.

2. There were five Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis; Executive
Circulars, Vol. 41, No. 1 through 5.

3. Emails and Correspondence were sent to fraternally related churches, inviting
them to the Annual Meeting.

4. Forms for Membership, Financial Statistics, and Delegate Credentials were
completed.

In conclusion, at the time of this writing, there is very little work to be received
and accounted for. However, to the best of the Clerk’s ability and sufficiency of
the grace of God, pray that these will be finished before the business of Classis.

Respectfully,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Spencer Gross
(June 13, 1945 — July 14, 2025) Spencer Gross, 80, passed away at Firesteel

Healthcare Center in Mitchell, SD, from complications of Parkinson’s disease.
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Brother Gross was born to Albert J. Gross and Rose M. (Janisch) Gross in
Hosmer, SD. He graduated from Hosmer High School in 1963. After high
school, he attended Aberdeen School of Commerce and graduated with a 2-year
accounting degree. Spencer married Kathryn A. Granger on June 22, 1974. In
1979, they moved to Mitchell, SD, and purchased Thune Hardware on North
Main Street, where he was working until his health prevented him.

He is survived by his wife, Kathy, daughter, Jennifer, and her husband, Tommy
Cooper; his grandchildren, Ethan, Christian, and Anna Shelton (Devin); a
brother, Mark (Odile), and many nephews, nieces, and cousins.

Spencer was an active member of Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell, where he
served faithfully as an Elder for many, many years. He was known for his
generosity, kindness, and big, beautiful smile and humor, while also being very
tenacious in the church’s stewardship of God’s truth and monies! He served
many years as a Classis and Synod delegate, again, always seeking to have the
Lord’s work done decently and orderly, and for the glory of his Lord as well as
the good of the folks in the pews. He had a heart for ministers and their labors,
as he often provided wise counsel and financial help during difficult times.

His reputation in the community and surrounding area, and even in the state of
SD, was impeccable. The many comments on his Obituary page testify to this,
as they all testified to his honesty, kindness, and service to them when doing
business. He and Kathy, you might say, invented the term “Customer service”!

His laugh, his smile, his advice and counsel, and support for many causes will
be missed greatly, but his labors of love toward folks within and without the
church will continue to produce many good fruits in the years to come. He loved
his cabin time up in Northeast South Dakota and especially enjoyed hosting
family and friends with good food, drink, fun, and fellowship.

Until we meet again, dear brother, we thank the Lord for your labors of love,
your fervent care, and your witness of loving your wife, your family, the Lord
and His folk, and many others who served in this community and beyond!

Rueben Christ Schaeffer

Rueben Christ Schaeffer was born to Christ and Maida (Vilhauer) Schaeffer on
October 4, 1938, in Eureka, South Dakota. He was the oldest of five children,
growing up on his parents’ farm southeast of Herried, SD. After receiving his
education, he worked on the family farm and did construction work.

He served in the U.S. Army in 1961 and was honorably discharged in October
1963. He did basic training at Fort Carson, CO, and spent 21 months at Camp
Walters, Mineral Wells, TX. He obtained masonry skills in concrete and cement
finishing. He returned to the area and embarked on a career in masonry and
building.
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He married Kathleen Schick on October 21, 1967, at the Hoffnungstal Lutheran
Church near Eureka. They made their home in Eureka and were blessed with
four children. He skillfully crafted numerous public and private stonework
structures throughout the community and surrounding area for over 50 years. He
had a well-known strong work ethic. He was very resourceful and could repair,
build, or improve almost anything placed in front of him. Rueben belonged to
various organizations over the years and served on the Eureka School Board. He
was a devoted member of the Reformed Church where he was baptized,
confirmed, and held offices of Sunday school teacher, trustee, deacon, treasurer,
and elder. He earned his certification as an Emergency Medical Technician and
was a lifelong learner. Rueben found joy in each day and was often heard
whistling while he worked. He was fond of the outdoors and enjoyed fishing,
camping, hunting, gardening, and inviting purple martins to the neighborhood.
Socializing with his coffee group, road trips, and bus adventures brought him
happiness. He treasured the time spent with his family and cherished his
grandchildren.

Executive Committee’s Report of Synod

January 27, 2026
Dear Brothers in Christ,

In reviewing the minutes of the 279t Synod, there were no items that required
action by the Classes. There are several other matters of note.

Other matters of note:

1. The 280t Annual Session of the Synod of the RCUS is scheduled to meet
May 18-21, 2026, at Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church in Manitowoc, WI.

2. Membership & Financial statistics are being collected through the RCUS
church portal (https://rcus.org/church-portal/). Please make sure these
statistics are entered in a timely and accurate manner.

3. Please review the Standing Rules of Synod (2025 Synod Abstract, pp.
167-71).

4. Be reminded that any requests for ministerial aid must be accompanied by
the ministerial aid request form and be received at least 14 days prior to the
meeting of Synod to be considered. To that effect, included as attachments
are “Ministerial Relief Fund Distribution” instructions and “Ministerial
Relief Fund” worksheet developed by the Permanent Finances Committee.

5. Be reminded that according to Article 91 of the RCUS Constitution, the
Executive Committees of the various classes are encouraged to take special
care to fulfill their responsibilities to vacant charges and that congregations
continue to pray regularly for them.
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6. Please remember to send necrologies to the Synod Clerk in time for Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Carl Gobelman
Stated Clerk, RCUS

Executive Committee’s Report of Minutes

Esteemed Brothers and Honorable Fathers,

The Executive Committee received several items of business throughout the
year, handled in five circulars, all approved by Classis.

Executive Circular, Vol. 41, No. 1:

Recommendation 1: That the ordination and installation committee of Mr. Larry
Lynch as the pastor of Hope RCUS in Pierre, SD be May 25t at 6:00 PM with
Rev. Neale Riffert, officiating, Rev. Dr. Patrick Morgan, giving the charge to the
pastor, and Rev. Dr. J. P. Mosley giving the charge to the Congregation, along
with the Executive Committee of the Northern Plains Classis and the Elders of
Hope Reformed Church.

Executive Circular, Vol. 41, No. 2:

Recommendation 2: That Rev. Larry Lynch be added to the roll of ministers of
the Northern Plains Classis and that his certification be forwarded to the clerk of
Synod.

Executive Circular, Vol. 41, No. 3:

Recommendation 3: That all the Churches of the Northern Plains Classis set 23
November 2025, as a special day of prayer for Covenant Reformed Church in
Watertown, and take a special offering to help in the purchase of the building.

Executive Circular, Vol. 41, No. 4: Take Note. (Information only)

The Executive Committee brought forward the following need to all our
Churches, namely, that all the Churches of the Northern Plains Classis set 23
November 2025, as a special day of prayer for Covenant Reformed Church in
Watertown, and take a special offering to help in the purchase of the building.

Executive Circular, Vol. 41, No. 5: Take Note.

The 41st Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis will be called to
order on March 5% AD 2026, at 1:00 pm (CST), at Hope Reformed Church of
Pierre, South Dakota. The order of services is as follows:

Thursday opening devotion: Rev. Voytek

Thursday evening worship: Rev. Irwin conducting, and Rev. Pulliam
preaching.

Friday morning devotion: Rev. Haddock
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Respectfully,

Executive Committee: Rev. Hank Bowen, President, Rev. Jimmy John Hall,
Clerk of Classis, Elder Matthew Fickbohm, Treasurer

Current Assets:
Cash

Cert. of Deposit
Total Assets

Current Liabilities
Total Net Assets

Treasurer’s Report

Statement of Financial Position
Year Ended December 31st, 2025

2025
Total

$96,475
31,995
$128,470

0
$128,470

2024
Total

$71,484
30,753
$75,813

0
$75,813

Change

$24,992
1,242

0
$52,657
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Northern Plains Classis
Statement of Activities
Year Ended December 31st, 2025

2025 2024
Dues & Guidelines: Total Total
Classical Fund S 5,395 S 4,180
Missions Fund 17,480 22,165
Missions Seed Fund 13,507 5,590
Student Development Fund 830 836
Youth Camp 1,245 1,254
Total Dues Revenue: 38,457 34,025
Other Income:
Interest: Checking 54 76
Interest: Certificates 2,693 1,512
Total Other Income: 2,747 1,588
Total Income: 41,204 35,613
Expenses:
Home Missions:
Start the Week Radio 2,869 2,644
Sermon Audio 719 719
Total Home Missions: 3,588 3,363
Meetings:
Spring Meeting Mileage 2,762 1,466
Total Meetings: 2,762 1,466
Youth Camp:
Remittance to HYC 1,245 1,254
Total Youth Camp: 1,245 1,254
Student Development:
Total Student Development: -
General Operating:
Tricentennial Contribution 3,000
Stipends - Standing Rule 13 1,150 1,150
President Travel on Behalf of Clas: 1,090
Installation & Ordination Travel 1,025 220
Interchurch Travel 217 150
Abstracts - Printing 802 1,587
General 91
Total General Operating: 7,375 3,107
Total Expenses: S 14,970 S 9,190
Change in Net Assets: $ 26,234 S 26,423
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 102,236 75,813
Net Assets, End of Year $ 128,470 S 102,236

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Northern Plains Classis
Statement of Fund Balances

Year Ended December 31st, 2025

FUND
Mission Student Youth 2025 2024
Classis Missions Seed  Development Camp Total Total
BeginningCash ~ $13,940  $ 27329 $13893 S 2780 S - § 57942 § 58,603
Beginning CD 1,000 - 43,294 - 44,294 7,822
Total Beginning 14,940 27,329 57,187 2,780 102,237 66,425
Income:
Dues/Guidelines 5,395 17,480 13,507 830 1,245 38,457 29,164
Interest 54 2,693 2,747 560
Total Income 5,449 17,480 16,200 830 1,245 41,204 29,724
Expenses:
Travel 5,094 - 5,094 11,414
Start the Week - 2,869 2,869 2,813
Grace Reformed - - 2,300
Remit to HYC - 1,245 1,245 1,224
Stipends (SR 13) 1,150 1,150 1,150
Sermon Audio - 719 719 599
Abstracts 802 802 753
Various Exp. 3,091 - - 3,091 8
Total Expenses 10,137 3,588 1,245 14,970 20,336
Ending Cash 10,253 41,221 41,391 3,610 96,475 50,262
Ending CD - 31,995 - 31,995 25,551
Total Ending $10,253 S 41,221 $7338 5 3610 S - $128,470 75813

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Parochial Reports
of Ministers and

Elders

Rev. Hank Bowen

Beloved Brothers in
our Lord Jesus,

Each Sunday at First
Reformed Church in
Aberdeen, we open
our morning worship
with the words of
Psalm 106:1, O give
thanks to the Lord,
for He is good, and
brothers, He is a
gracious and good
God who sustains us
through the
difficulties of life in
preparation to enjoy
Him forever in the
life to come. I stated
in last year’s report
that 1 had reached a
point where my
mobility was good,
our transition to a
new home and way
of life was
completed, and that
my focus would be
on work in the study,
preaching, teaching,

and other ministerial duties. I am filled with joy to report that this was the case
for 2025, and it appears that 2026 will be much of the same. I have finally
reached a point in my pursuit of my Doctor of Ministry degree where my
coursework is complete. My goal will be to complete my dissertation by May in
time to receive the degree from Heidelberg Theological Seminary.

It has been a fruitful year in the church, with numerous Bible studies, preaching,
catechism classes, adult book studies, new members’ classes, pre-marital
counseling, monthly nursing home chapels, and teaching a six-week course to
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ten young adults on apologetics.

In terms of worship, I preached 47 times in the morning and 33 times for the
afternoon service that started in February and covered Covenant Theology. My
sermon series included twelve sermons on 1 Peter to finish the epistle, fourteen
sermons on the Parables, eight sermons over the summer on Psalms 59-66, and
five sermons for an Advent series on Philippians 2:5-13 to close out the year.
There were also special sermons for Easter, Pentecost, baptism, raising children
to start the new school year, Confirmation, Thanksgiving, and the murder of
Charlie Kirk. I also preached two sermons at Missionfest in Minot. The Lord’s
Supper was served five times.

Filling our pulpit on six different occasions were our Elders on three occasions. 1
am so thankful to our Lord, who has bestowed upon our congregation elders
who are willing and eager to step in and exhort or teach when the need arises.
We also had the blessing of having Dr. Victor d’Assonville, our missionary here
from Germany, for a Sunday, Dr. Maynard Koerner, and then Dr. Frank Walker,
who spoke at our fourth Annual Reformation Conference on the work of the
Holy Spirit. I am saddened to report that there are no plans to continue with the
conference because of the lack of attendance at the conference. But what a great
privilege we had in terms of the quality of men, with two seminary presidents, a
leading international expert from France on John Calvin, and an esteemed Old
Testament seminary professor from Mid America Reformed Seminary as our
conference speakers.

There are various groups studying books in our congregation. Our Sunday
morning Coffee Chat is closing in on completion of Rev. Treick’s book, Fuaith of
Our Fathers Living Still, with plans to take up Rev. Norman Jones Study Helps
on the Heidelberg Catechism. The Early Risers, which meets on Tuesday
mornings at 6:30, spent the year going through B.B. Warfield’s book, The Plan
of Salvation, finishing it in January, and we are on to Timothy Keller’s book,
What is Wrong With the World? The Women of Faith have been studying John
Bunyan’s allegory, The Pilgrim’s Progress, while our Young Adult Reformed
Fellowship finished a book entitled This Changes Everything, dealing with how
the gospel transforms the teen years. They have begun digging into the arena of
apologetics, building on last summer’s class, and have begun working through a
book entitled Every Believer Confident: Apologetics for the Ordinary Christian.

Our membership, likewise, had a good deal of activity. We received two new
members by the rite of confirmation, eight new members by letter of transfer
from other RCUS churches, and four by profession of faith, for a total of
fourteen new communicant members, bringing us to 101 communicant
members. There were a total of seven covenant baptisms and one marriage
within the congregation. Our oldest member at that time, Orma Vetch, passed
away on January 22nd. Two members have been dismissed to Ashley, and one
member was administratively erased.

The consistory consciously seeks to promote outreach. Personal and Church
evangelism is a theme in many of our sermons, as well as a topic of discussion
in our Bible studies. There is a marketing committee in place; however, they
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have not yet formulated a plan for increasing visibility. The work toward
increasing our building size is driven by a plan to seek numerical growth in our
membership. The annual Reformation Conference was intended to be an
outreach event, but we failed to attract many from the community. There will be
a continued effort to ask how, as a church, we can be more effective in reaching
our community with the gospel.

I labored in the broader church, teaching a twelve-week MDiv. Spring course on
applied apologetics at Heidelberg Theological Seminary in Sioux Falls. This will
be the last class I teach there until my doctoral work is done. I wrote a chapter
on the history of the RCUS missions efforts from the Eureka Classis to the
present for a Tricentennial Book to be published in the near future. As the
President of the Northern Plains Classis, I represented the Classis at a retirement
for Dr. Frank Walker in California in January. Two months later, I returned to
California for the funeral of Rev. Paul Treick, and then in June traveled to
Wisconsin for his committal service in Manitowoc. I was the fraternal delegate
to the Presbytery of the OPC in Volga, SD. I also attended the ordination of Rev.
Larry Lynch in Pierre.

In terms of the Synod, my work on the Foreign Missions Committee included
serving as President of the Reformed Faith and Life Board. I traveled to Mid-
America Reformed Seminary in late September for the annual meeting, at which
time I took ten days with plans to study in the library. But I also had the
privilege, while there, of attending the dedication of Mid-America’s new
building expansion, followed the next night by representing the RCUS for the
installation of Dr. Allan Strange as the seminary’s second President. That
weekend was also the annual conference on missions and church planting, in
which I was able to reunite with a couple of men I attended seminary with and
had not seen since graduation in 1990. Another project I have been heading up is
an effort to recruit a support board for the work of Mission to Germany with Dr.
Victor E. d’Assonville, similar to that of Reformed Faith and Life. Only a little
progress has been made in finding men willing to join such a board.

The church continues to have an active membership with many members
engaged in numerous ways. The Ladies’ Tea continues to be a well-attended
annual event by many in the Midwest. There are continuing plans toward
obtaining adjacent property bordering the church to expand the footprint with
the goal of adding a new sanctuary in the future.

A functioning and healthy church is one in which the work of the consistory as
the shepherds of the sheep is essential to the life of the body. First Reformed is
blessed with excellent elders and deacons who labor for the good of the whole
church. Hebrews 13:17 says, obey those who rule over you, and be submissive,
for they watch out for your souls, as those who must give account. Let them do
so with joy and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable for you. Our elders
take this duty seriously. They labor in prayer, studying their Bibles, and visiting
as God has charged them with care for the souls of the members. As the passage
ends, let them do it with joy. A final note to pass on is that after decades of
faithful service as an elder in two different RCUS congregations, Craig Mehlhaf
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will be serving his last year as an active elder. We thank him and Mary for the
years of sacrificial service to the work of watching over the Lord’s flock.

In closing, let me encourage you as fellow shepherds of the Lord’s flock, that in
all that you do, it would be with a desire that to our God would the glory and the
dominion forever and ever. Amen (1 Peter 5:11).

The Lord’s servant,
Rev. Hank Bowen

Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

The Apostle Paul said to the Corinthian church a much-needed testimony
delivered with humility. In 1 Corinthians chapter 2, verse 2, we hear, “For 1
determined not to know anything among you, save Jesus Christ, and him
crucified.” What is the sum and substance of what matters? Nothing but Christ
and Him crucified. This is the subject of every minister’s preaching. Would that
God allow the Gospel to be evident and the unsearchable riches of Christ made
known wherever the Gospel is preached.

Over the past year, Pastor Jimmy John Hall has been busy with the duties and
responsibilities as Pastor and Clerk of Classis. Meanwhile, he had a back
procedure in May that was mostly successful. However, with degenerative disk
disease, Pastor Hall will be making some changes for the sake of his health and
his family’s well-being. Pastor Hall will be retiring for health reasons after
Classis.

First, preaching has continued throughout the year. Rev. Jimmy John Hall has
not only preached at Eureka Reformed Church (ERC) some 48 times, but also,
he has preached for other ministers some four times, and preached an additional
12 times on Tuesday chapels for the nursing facility. We also had a very great
Mission Fest with Heidelberg Theological Seminary (HTS) professor, Dr. Doug
Schlegel. HTS also provided a winter conference that was very good.

Second, alongside the ministry of the word, the adult Sunday School has been
very good, and we have continued using the book Where God Came Down by
Joel P. Kramer. Rev. Jimmy John Hall’s goal in the class is to show how the two
divisions of science, observable and historical science, can be used correctly
when in service to the Queen of Science, namely, Theology. First, the abuses
thereof were demonstrated. Second, the proper uses thereof were established.
Third, the evidences were put in the correct light. We also had discussions about
the sermon and relevant contemporary issues. Our young people also met for
Sunday School from January to May, then from September to December. In the
fall, they practice hymns for two community events, a community-wide
Christmas season musical and our own Christmas program. We are so thankful
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for the music teachers and classroom teachers. We also had two young people
confirmed this past year, Avery Drey and Clara Hall.

Third, Rev. Jimmy John Hall leads a bi-weekly Sunday evening Bible study for
a small group meeting at the parsonage. The small group has been studying the
Epistle to the Romans. We are using a book by Timothy Keller, “Romans 1-7
For You.” There’s a lot of conversation and questions about other things.

Fourth, in addition to preaching, Sunday School, and Bible Study, Rev. Hall has
provided twelve local newspaper articles, ranging in subjects.

Fifth, ERC usually has a VBS program after the school year commences.
However, this year, due to some medical issues, we had to postpone the event to
2026. We also had a Heidelberg (Confirmation) Banquet. We had two young
people confirmed.

Also, Eureka Reformed Church held the annual Mission Fest on 12, October
2025. The guest presenter and preacher was Dr. Doug Schlegel from Heidelberg
Theological Seminary. We learned from Colossians 4:7-18 about being fellow
workers in the missions of the Church through supporting the ministry and how
to fellowship in ministry. The second session was about the Three-Self Church
in Missions.

Next, over the past year, Eurcka Reformed Church lost several members:
Lorraine Mettler, John C. Neifer, Sandy Opp, and Rueben Schaeffer. Lorraine
Mettler, 93, Eureka, SD, died Friday, April 25, 2025, at the Eureka Community
Hospital; Sandy Opp, 73, Eureka, SD, passed away Wednesday, January 29,
2025, at Bismarck Sanford Medical Center; John C. Neifer, 77, Eureka, SD, died
Wednesday, December 17, 2025, at the Avera Eurcka Healthcare Center; and
Rueben Schaeffer, 87, Eureka, SD, died Friday October 31, 2025.

Our membership statistics have decreased somewhat. In 2023, Eureka
Reformed Church recorded 103 communicants, and in 2024, the numbers
changed to 95. In 2025, our numbers continued to decline to 93 communicant
members. ERC received two members, dismissed four, erased six, and lost four
members to death. The total lost is 14 souls. Over the previous year, the elders
wrote letters, made phone calls, and met in person with many members who
either moved away or were not attending for whatever reason. So, this change
in membership was the result of updating the membership rolls long overdue.

In conclusion, may God the Lord continue to bless Eureka Reformed Church
with His unsearchable riches in Christ Jesus.

Respectfully and cordially,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Rev. Paul Henderson

Dear Northern Plains Classis Delegates:
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As 1 sit here this clear, icy Mitchell morning, looking out my window, and
thinking about Grace Reformed and the road traveled this past year, I am also
listening to, and watching Mr. Trump, our President, along with leaders from the
entire world, sign their names to the new, “Board of Peace”; a Board which is
supposed to see to it that we have, and maintain lasting peace in Gaza, the
Middle-East, as well as throughout the entire world! And here I am, in little ole
Mitchell, serving alongside the saints at Grace, as we try to live out our
Christianity to the honor and glory of His name, and for the good of our
neighbors!

Such that I think of all the so-called ‘power, authority, and magnitude of these
earthly leaders, and all that they are seeking to do; and though I thank God for
them, and how He certainly chooses to use them to accomplish His perfect and
unassailable will and good pleasure, I am also so thankful that He has called us
to serve Him right here, right now, humbly, sincerely, and faithfully, doing our
part, to see His kingdom come, rather than that of some supposedly ‘everlasting
kingdom of peace’ here on earth. For how admirable and yet how tragic it is that
these potentates think they can bring about true “everlasting peace”!

So, with these thoughts on my mind, I present to you my brief report: The
church began the year by voting to have yours truly as the regular Pulpit Supply,
even as the Consistory, in earnest, sought out various leads to find a full-time
minister. The search led to four or five men, all of whom led to some
disappointment and a little frustration, as we wondered what we were going to
do! But in God’s good timing, He set before us yet another candidate whom we
thought was going to be ‘the man’! But, as God would have it, it did not come to
fruition, so we are on the hunt, you might say, for the man of God’s own
choosing.

As that important work was going on throughout the year, the Deacons and
Elders sought to keep the church rolling along with projects, some of which
have been a lot more difficult than others. For instance, trying to find a company
to install a really good sound and media system that will be a blessing for the
generations to come! Moreover, throughout the year, the officers have sought
out and visited with members to bring them counsel, comfort, and help. As the
“fill-in” pastor, I have continued to do monthly services at the Firesteel Nursing
facility, and will be doing services at the Brady Assisted Living, and once in a
while, join with the folks at Edgewood Memory Care. Grace Reformed has
donated new songbooks for this facility!

Other counselling and visitation have been done by our ‘stand-in’ pastor
throughout the year. On Sunday, the work of Sunday school for the children,
confirmation, as well as the adult class, has continued moving along without too
many hitches. Also, our covenant youth were again blessed mightily as they
attended our annual Heidelberg Youth Camp up in the Black Hills!
In February, we were able to have another great “Sweetheart” dinner for the
‘love of our lives’ as they were entertained by Mr. Cory Niles and treated to
select wines and a most delicious meal! Also, this year, the Ladies of the church
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did an excellent job hosting the Northern Plains Classis, as many, many
compliments were noted throughout the meeting in March.

On a sadder note, our church family grieved the loss of two of her members as
the Lord called Renee Mehlhaf and Elder Spencer Gross to their home in glory.
As remembered at their services, both had a tremendous legacy of service and
devotion to their callings, though they both suffered greatly, especially as they
dealt with the afflictions that were laid upon them. Though sadness fills our
hearts, what joy must fill theirs! We miss them dearly and continue to pray for
all of our brethren who grieve the loss of their loved ones!

Also, this year, Ken and Cindy Kaldun made a big move to Salem, where they
reside in a beautiful home located in the city limits! We thank those who were
able to help them through this difficult transition time! It was also during this
time that they learned that Ken has terminal cancer. We pray for them often and
ask the Lord to bring them comfort and strength through this difficult time!
Please also be in prayer for Connie and Dennis Schnabel, as Connie now resides
at Edgewood Memory Care.

Now, as we turn to the rest of the year and the work that goes on here in
Mitchell, at Grace Reformed Church, on behalf of the Consistory, I would like to
thank all of the members for doing their part! Our Treasurer, Roger Schnabel;
our Sunday school Superintendent, Calvin Moore; Our Bulletin mom, Sara
Moore; our Pianists — Barb, Roberta, Tina and Amy; our Christmas program
director, Mark Strong and all of our wonderful covenant youth; The Christmas
sack providers: Roger and Carol; our janitors, the Strong family; our yardmen,
Jon and Jamie Van Zee; our snow-plow and winter removal man, Tommie
Cooper; the H20 man who keeps that glass filled on Sunday, Dennis Schnabel;
For our decorators, Heidi Frey, Dorothy Dewald! Yes, and for all the children
who help us “oldies’ during the Sunday worship service! We also thank God for
our many visitors, as well as Jack, Benjamin, and other students from DWU! It
is truly a blessing.

Yes, and for our older members who reside in Independent and Assisted Living
Centers who remain faithful in prayer for us, even as they continue to shine forth
the love of Christ in the homes where God has placed them! Harlan Hieb, Rev.
Howard Hart, and Donna Bender.

Yes, for the many others we may have forgotten - they are all “true heroes” of
the Christian faith. I am so glad to be serving among them! I am thankful for all
their labors of love for the Lord and this church family! May He truly bless you
all for these good works done in Christ’s name and for His sake!

Lastly, let us all continue to look to Jesus Christ, the Author and Finisher of our
faith, who, for the joy that was set before Him, endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God! Hebrews 12:2.
Amen and amen!

Sincerely, as the Regular Pulpit Supply Pastor,
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Rev. Paul H. Henderson

Rev. Dave Irwin

“But all these worketh that one and the selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man
severally as He will. For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body; so also is Christ. For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles,
whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
For the body is not one member, but many. Even so, ye, forasmuch as ye are
zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that ye may excel to the edifying of the church.”

— I Corinthians 12:11-14 and 14:12, KIJV

In I Corinthians 12:11-14 and 14:12, we are reminded that every member of the
church has been given gifts as the Holy Spirit sees fit. Although there is a
variety of gifts, yet we are still members of the same body. It is the Holy Spirit's
doing that we have all been baptized into Christ's body and have been made to
have a share in the same Spirit. Therefore, though we have a variety of gifts, yet
each of us is to use the gifts God has given us for the edification and building up
of Christ's holy Church. Every Christian has an important role in the growth of
Christ's kingdom, and we are empowered in those gifts, not by our own natural
abilities, but through the grace and power of the Holy Spirit.

It has been my honor and privilege to serve as the pastor at Salem Reformed
Church through the year 2025. As a congregation, we met for services an
estimated 56 times this past year, including 50 regular Sunday morning services,
plus special services on New Year's Day, Ascension Day, two services on
Missionfest Sunday, our evening Christmas program, and Christmas Day. As
minister of Word and Sacrament, I led the worship at an estimated 53 of those
services, preaching at 50 of them. We had Dr. J.P. Mosley preach for us on
March 2, Rev. Kevin Pulliam preach at both of our Missionfest services in
September, and three elder-led reading services (two while I was on vacation,
and one when I was preaching at Watertown's Missionfest).

We celebrated the Lord's Supper four times in 2025 (Jan. 5, Apr. 6, Jul. 13, and
Oct. 26). We had one baptism, that of Ezra Entzie on July 27. There were no
weddings or funerals held at the church this past year. We finished up the
sermon series in Joshua at the end of August, with some select passages from the
Gospels preached during the Easter season and in the weeks following the end
of the Joshua series. In mid-October, we began our current series through the
Book of Hebrews, pausing to return to the Gospels for the Christmas season.

We added three new communicant and three new non-communicant members to
our rolls this year: Rebecca Hehr in April, Ezra Entzie by covenant baptism in
July, and Michael and Breigh Schlepp, along with their sons Oliver and Otto, in

Page 37 of 64



September. We lost two members who were erased from our rolls back in
February.

Adult Sunday School continued through Exodus. Sharron Meidinger continued
teaching Sunday School for the younger children, while Scott Schlepp began a
children's Sunday School for the older children starting in February. Our
children's Sunday School grew from only one child in the previous year to eight
in 2025. We missed several Adult Sunday Schools this past year, mostly
because of my preaching engagements in other churches. I preached in Herried,
SD, three times (Jan. 12, Jun. 15, and Oct. 5), Eureka, SD, on May 11, Ashley
Baptist Church on Aug. 3, at Watertown's Missionfest on Sept. 21, and at Hope
Reformed Church (ARC) in Westfield, ND, on Dec. 21.

Outside of Sunday services, I preached for the Ashley Community Good Friday
and Thanksgiving services. I also performed eight funerals for members of the
Ashley community in 2025. 1 led worship and preached for at least 10 chapel
services at the nursing home and led about ten Bible studies at the Ashley
Medical Center. I also chaired the meetings of the Ashley Ministerial
Association and led the local Salvation Army bell-ringing campaign. For our
Classis, I continued to chair the Christian Education and Publications
Committee and served on the Candidates and Credentials Committee. For
Synod, I continued to chair the Board of Trustees and served on the
Communications Committee until June, when I was transferred to the
Welcoming Committee.

For our radio program “Start the Week” on KSIB AM-600, the program aired an
estimated 48 times in 2025, with 12 new programs and 37 edited reruns.
Including the new radio programs, I estimate that I preached at least 89 sermons
in 2025.

I rejoice at the growth we have seen in our church this past year, and I count it a
high privilege to be able to proclaim the Gospel both in our church and in the
community.

Our church is growing, despite a continued decline in the town's population. We
have a pianist and young families with children again. What plans do we have
for this coming year for outreach and growth? We plan on continuing to air the
radio program, “Start the Week,” for public visibility, not just for our
congregation, but for the Classis at large. The Consistory has encouraged me to
continue to minister within the community at large, especially with nursing
home outreach and funerals for folks outside of our congregation. We are
starting confirmation classes again for the first time in many years. Our church
officers will continue inviting people to church as they have always done. 1
have stepped back from some secular duties within the community, like serving
as president of the local Lions Club, to give more time to ministry work.

Some of the other churches in Ashley have been experiencing uncertainty and
decline, and they wonder if they are going to survive. It is my hope that if we at
Salem Reformed Church continue to hold fast as a stable house of worship
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where God's Word is faithfully proclaimed, and where members of the Body are
cared for and spiritually fed, then we stand to serve as a place of refuge and
stability for our fellow Christians in the community. With Christ's blessing, He
will continue to build us up and build the Body of Christ in our midst.

Grace and Peace in Christ,
Rev. David B. Irwin.

Rev. Michael Lassley

Greetings, dear brothers, grace, mercy, and peace to all of you.

It’s humbling to reflect upon another year of ministry. As 2026 marks our eighth
year together. It was even more humbling as I considered how long many of you
have been a part of this body... the countless others who have gone before us.

The reflection reminded me of the Lord’s covenant faithfulness... made me
thankful for the steadfast love of the Lord that he bestows upon even this
smallest part of his body... how he has sustained us, cherished us, nurtured us,
equipped us with everything and everyone that we have ever needed at every
moment and has promised to continue do so into the ages.

It made me thankful to the Lord for all of you... It is an honor and a privilege to
know you, to serve the Lord with you, to worship with you, and to walk with
you in this faith at this time in the history of the church.

There has been much to celebrate at Covenant Reformed this past year:
graduations, a marriage, births, a confirmation, the acquisition and remodel of
our church’s first building, and we rightly rejoice for it all as we see the Lord
answer many prayers right before our eyes. It’s exciting to see what he’s going
to do next.

There has been much to grieve this past year as well... as friends and family of
some of our members died... some unexpectedly in their sleep, others after
prolonged struggles with cancer, dementia, age, or some combination of the like.

Nevertheless, it was a blessing to know of their suffering and to pray for each of
them... and especially for the members of our own body whom their deaths
impacted the most dearly. In the process, we were all encouraged to look more
carefully at what the Lord has told us about death and, more importantly, about
life in Christ.

While we know that, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every
matter under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to die;” (Eccl 3.1-2)... we
are comforted far beyond the fear and pain of death to know for certain, that for
those who have trusted in Christ, there will never be a season or a time that we
will ever be without an imperishable, indestructible, unfading hope... because
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there will never again be a time in our lives when we are without Christ... for he
has told us so... “If it were not so, he would not have told us” (John 14.2).

As for the worship and teaching ministry of the church this past year...

We finished preaching through Mark’s account of the Gospel during the first
half of the year and almost finished Paul’s letter to the Ephesians while
making a couple of short deviations during Easter and the Advent season...

There was a monthly rotation of the Apostle’s Creed, the Nicene Creed, the
Athanasian Creed, and the Ten Commandments throughout the year... while
working through the latter part of the Heidelberg Catechism and most of the
Belgic Confession...

The adult Covenant Life group finished its study of Romans and embarked on
a study of the Doctrine of the Word of God, while the youth group finished an
overview of Exodus -Joshua and is preparing to start Judges - 1 Kings...

Bi-weekly mid-week Bible studies were held over the second book of Psalms
and later on the topic of death, intertwined with bi-weekly mid-week book
studies for the men and women...

Confirmation studies were taught weekly, covering the Bible, church history,
and the Heidelberg Catechism...

We shared a yearly Bible reading plan...

Two covenant children were baptized: lan Malcolm Henderson and Evelyn
Jay Bentz...

The Lord’s Supper was administered six times.

Concerning nurture and reaching:

Members Fayeth Goldthwaite (Duncan) and Seth Lassley were recognized for
graduating from High School.

Premarital counseling was completed, and later the marriage of members Mr.
Daniel Duncan and Ms. Fayeth Goldthwaite was officiated.

A short exhortation was given to the family and friends at the visitation for
Paula’s mom, Mrs. Eileen Strickler.

Our family traveled to Branson, Missouri, for the funeral of Amy’s mom, Mrs.
Sharen Nightengale.

Monthly fellowship nights were held at the parsonage, a Valentine's dinner, a
Good Friday service, a summer cookout, a Harvest party, a Mission Fest, a
Thanksgiving eve service, a Reformation party, a Christmas party, and a
Christmas eve service.

Weekly participation in the “unofficial” Watertown ministerial meetings.

Weekly chaplaincy rounds were completed throughout the year to the Coffee
Cup Travel Plaza in Summit and to Benchmark Foam Corporation in
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Watertown, which led to numerous counseling sessions, a few Bible giftings,
and an occasional visitor, with others promising to visit still.

* And of course, the purchase of a building in Watertown from which to
worship, teach, nurture, and reach our community even more effectively.

A spirit of peace and unity continues to rest upon our congregation as the Lord
continues to grow us both spiritually and physically. We were thankful this past
year to be able to beneficially transfer one family to First Reformed of
Aberdeen, while at the same time getting to know another family who has been
visiting and recently expressed an interest in joining. I’m glad to report that this
year we’ve also seen an increased Sunday attendance by RCUS youth who are
in town attending Lake Area Technical College, which was an encouraging
trend.

Here at the start of 2026, it appears that the Lord has done far more than
preserve us to be a Reformed church in Watertown, SD, for another year... he
has given us roots by providing a building of our own from which to worship,
teach, nurture, and reach the community of Watertown, SD. The Lord continues
to preserve our health and budget, add to our membership, supply our music and
ministry needs, and sustain us with officers with a willingness and desire to
serve the Lord and his church for his glory.

So let us glorify him! Let us praise him for this grace in which we stand... for
the great honor and privilege of belonging to him... “in body and soul, both in
life and death” and for being enabled by him to be his church... let us glorify
him with all he has given us... in all that we do and enjoy him as we do, into the
ages of ages! Amen.

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Michael Lassley

Rev. Larry Lynch

Dear Fathers and Brothers,

It is an honor and a privilege to be the pastor at Hope Reformed Church and to
stand on the shoulders of those who have gone before me. Thank you for your
goodwill and warm reception to the Northern Plains Classis.

We are thankful to the congregation at Hope for welcoming us into their church
family. Their kindness has been a wonderful blessing to my family and me. It
has also been very nice to see how well the church works together, providing
one another with encouragement and service. It is a pleasure to serve with Matt
Fickbohm and Dylan Melhaf, and I appreciate their work on the consistory. The
encouragement from Rev. Bill Haddock has been a tremendous help to me as a
new pastor learning the ropes.
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Regarding my duties of preaching and teaching, I’ve been preaching through the
Book of Hebrews and look forward to finishing in the next few months.
Afterwards, I plan on preaching through the book of Acts. In adult Sunday
School, I taught a series about mining the richness of Scripture through a book
called Grasping Gods Word and just finished a short series examining false
doctrines of Christ, the Church, and salvation in Roman Catholicism. We are
now starting to explore the Doctrine of God using Joel Beeke’s Reformed
Systematic Theology. For mid-week Bible study, we finished the study of The
Whole Christ with Sinclair Ferguson, led by Elder Matt Fickbohm. The mid-
week study will resume in March when I will be teaching through the book of
Isaiah.

We currently have two young men in Confirmation class where discipleship is
stressed, along with the ability to proclaim the gospel. The kids are encouraged
to have daily devotions and take sermon notes that they share during class.
Students are also memorizing a basic gospel presentation, and they practice
being able to articulate that message, where I play the role of an unbeliever. In
addition, our course of study includes several books: Norman Jones Study
Helps, What's in the Bible by RC Sproul, Covenant Theology by Frank Walker,
and Church History by Simonetta Carr, published by Reformation Heritage
Books.

Our outreach plans have started with livestreaming our worship services on
YouTube. My son Lawrence set up a computer and a new camera system for us.
We decided to livestream on YouTube because it has a broader audience and a
less restrictive algorithm than Facebook. We also plan on posting short video
messages targeting unbelievers at our website and on social media (Instagram,
TikTok, X, Truth Social, Facebook—as many as we are able). Some of the
initial topics will include suicide, addiction, and how God satisfies His justice in
the gospel. We would like to expand on those topics in the future.

As I get more established in the city of Pierre, I will be looking for opportunities
to develop relationships in the community with organizations such as Narcotics
Anonymous and the local ministerium, as well as finding a role to encourage our
local law enforcement. Currently, I am still traveling to California, but not as
often. My shoulder surgery was delayed for further medical evaluation due to
possible neurological problems. Unfortunately, none of the specialists that I
have seen so far have been able to discover what is causing many of my
symptoms. Due to these delays and the bureaucratic process, my official
retirement from the L.A. County Sheriff’s Department will probably not happen
until the end of summer or early fall.

In conclusion, my hope and prayer are that we as a congregation will grow
closer to Christ each and every day, recognizing that Christianity isn’t just an
intellectual exercise; it’s a way of life. We need that sweet communion with
Him—who has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ—for without Him we can do nothing.
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John 15:4-5 “Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself,
unless it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me. I am the
vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears
much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing.”

In Christ’s Service,
Rev. Larry Lynch
Rev. Kevin Pulliam

Greetings brothers, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The Apostle Paul at the beginning of his letter to the Philippian church writes to
describe the nature of true Christian conduct, and therefore prays: “I thank my
God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making
request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day
until now, being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun a good work
in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; just as it is right for me to
think this of you all, because I have you in my heart, inasmuch as both in my
chains and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers
with me of grace. For God is my witness, how greatly I long for you all with the
affection of Jesus Christ. And this I pray, that your love may abound still more
and more in knowledge and all discernment, that you may approve the things
that are excellent, that you may be sincere and without offense till the day of
Christ, being filled with the fruits of righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to
the glory and praise of God” (Philippians 1:3-11). This, my friends, is what I
pray for Christ Reformed Church.

This coming July marks the Pulliams being in Minot, ND, and Christ Reformed
Church (CRC) a total of three joyous years. We continue to walk by faith
believing that God has sovereignly placed Dentrick, Tristi, and Tristel in our
covenant community’s lives, so that we might raise them in the admonition of
the Lord, and Lord willing adopt them one day. To say that we have been
greatly blessed by the church’s love and generosity towards these children and
us would be an understatement. CRC’s concern for how we are and how these
babies are warms our hearts. Being foster parents is difficult, and yet being
foster parents with CRC’s love and prayer has made being foster parents easier.
And we thank God for such a blessing.

We thank God because we have a steady flow of Airmen worshipping with us,
and out of that group, Casey and Kayla Keilbarth, as well as Grace Beachamp,
were welcomed through profession of faith on November 30th, 2025. The Lord
has also brought some back to worship with us. On January 5t 2025, for
example, we welcomed Valarie Walters into our fellowship through her
profession of faith, as well as her grandchildren, Kayson and Zaylon, through
the sacrament of baptism. On August 31st; 2025, Susie Scott made a profession
of faith and joined our church. On October 19th, 2025, we welcomed Andrea
Hoverson through her public profession of faith.
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Although God has increased our membership, one area of concern is in the area
of tithes and offerings. We have lost some members, but please pray that our
financial support from the work of the church will increase, as our monthly rent
to use this space increases every year.

Our ladies’ ministry (The Friends of Phoebe) has continued to be a tremendous
blessing to our entire church. The ladies’ group has made baskets for North
Dakota Hope for a number of moms who have recently given birth and meals for
several people in need of them.

We have maintained a steady diet of God’s Word in our Tuesday night studies.
The men have continued to read and discuss God's Everlasting Covenant by
Herman Hanko, and our time together is both encouraging and enjoyable as we
work through what Scripture reveals to us regarding God’s Covenant of Grace
with His people. The ladies continue to go through “The Process of Biblical
Heart Change” by July Ganschow. A book that primarily focuses on the motives
behind our sinful behaviors. Both groups seem to enjoy their time together.

We have also continued to enjoy the blessing of meeting together on the Lord’s
Day for Sunday School. As adults, we continue to learn from Sinclair Ferguson
in his video lecture series entitled “Union with Christ.” This particular series
deals with what it means for us to have and be in union with our Lord, as well as
what being in union with our Lord means. I particularly enjoy the interaction
we have as we conclude the lesson, in our discussion time. As this series ends,
we will finish this year by watching and discussing another video series by
Stephen Nichols entitled “Christianity and Liberalism.” We must also thank God
for Carissa and Kelsy Poe, who continue to teach our covenant children. Every
week, the kids learn from these two young ladies who work hard to prepare a
lesson and a craft to be a blessing to our children.

For Mission Fest this year, God has graciously provided our new minister in the
Northern Plains Classis, Rev. Larry Lynch from Hope Reformed Church in
Pierrie, SD. He will be coming on August 2314, 2026.

In terms of a vision for outreach in the Minot, ND area, our church has had little
conversation concerning what we will do. We have, however, discussed utilizing
VBS as an outreach. The discussion was encouraging, and Lord willing, God
will call someone who will plan, organize, and lead our VBS. I anticipate that
this first summer may only be our kids, some of their friends and family
members, and perhaps only a couple of volunteers to help run it. In the future,
however, I am anticipating that folks from our surrounding community will also
come. We will be able to meet their parents and will make VBS a time where
the Gospel will be proclaimed to the families of our neighbors and their
children. Our consistory has also had some discussion around getting involved
in a community event or an activity that people are already involved in. The idea
here is that CRC would partner in the event or activity and build relationships
serving alongside those volunteers who have already been coming, as well as the
folks who are attending the event as spectators.
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With all that Rachel and I tend to our three foster children and Ruth’s
homeschooling, as well as my committee work and usual pastoral obligations,
my auditing Heidelberg Theological Seminary classes has taken a back seat at
the moment. I have continued, however, taking various classes on Reformed
Forum, because they are already pre-recorded lectures. I have enjoyed these
classes, but am looking forward to life slowing down and returning to auditing
classes through HTS.

On March 25-30t%h, Lord willing, Rachel and I will be traveling to Manitoba,
Canada, to attend the Manitoba Classis meeting, which we are both looking
forward to attending. During the Classis meeting, I am hopeful that the ladies
will enjoy some fellowship on their own, and Rachel is looking forward to
meeting them. On Sunday, March 29t we will be visiting two churches in the
Manitoba Classis in Carman where I will be preaching.

Two of the committees I serve on, and am particularly excited about, are the
Camp Committee as well as the Welcoming Committee. This year’s camp
ministry has some exciting plans, and I know that everyone is looking forward
to Rev. Travis and Charity’s cooking abilities. The Welcoming Committee is
working on introducing discussions on the Synod floor to call retired Elders,
Pastors, and possibly home missionaries, who will be tasked with creating
corresponding relationships with confessionally reformed churches, and who
may be looking to join Reformed denominations. We hope to fill our vacant
pulpits with pastors as well as see those corresponding churches join the RCUS.

I love and appreciate all of my brothers in our Lord Jesus Christ, and may we
continue to have “...unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and
a humble mind” (1 Peter 3:8).

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Kevin Pulliam

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

Brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

As I look back on 2025, my heart is full of gratitude to the LORD for His
continued faithfulness to First Reformed Church. The Lord has sustained us,
corrected us, encouraged us, and reminded us again that Christ builds His church
(Matt. 16:18).

Gratitude for New Members and Families Since 2019: This past year, I reflected
upon God’s blessing and faithfulness to this church. Since 2019, we have seen
six families and 13 children added to our membership rolls. That is not
something we manufactured. That is the Lord’s doing. Yes, the LORD used us to
water and plant, but He caused the increase! We pray that He will continue to
advance His kingdom in Herreid.
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Preaching and the Ordinary Means of Grace: In 2025, 1 continued to give
myself to the ministry of the Word and prayer, trusting the Lord to use the
ordinary means of grace for the strengthening of His people (Acts 6:4; Rom.
10:17). T have enjoyed preaching through Hebrews 11 and the Sermon on the
Mount this past year. We have been reminded what faith is, how believers
respond in faith to God’s promises, and how we are to live as those who belong
to God’s kingdom.

In Sunday School, we spent time in 1 John and walking through the book Law
and Gospel: A Primer by Mike Abendroth. My goal in Sunday School over
several years has been to help the congregation read the Bible properly. This will
continue to be my goal in the foreseeable future, although I have a desire to
return to taking another deep dive into the Heidelberg Catechism. It has been six
years since we last walked through the Catechism in Sunday School, which was
a great help to me and others.

A Difficult Counseling Matter and the Help of Fellow Ministers: In 2025, the
spiritual council also dealt with a particularly difficult counseling matter. It
required careful shepherding, patience, prayer, and wisdom. Situations like that
remind us that the church is not made up of perfect people, but sinners and
sufferers who need Christ’s care and Christ’s truth applied to their hearts (Gal.
6:1-2).

I want to publicly express sincere gratitude to Rev. Mike McGee and Rev. Dave
Irwin. Both men were helpful with counsel, perspective, and support as we
navigated the matter. I am grateful for their wisdom and guidance. I have
encouraged the congregation to seek help from the spiritual council when
struggling with particular matters, remembering that the elders are called to be
overseers of souls and that Christ shepherds His people through the ministry of
His church.

I also want to mention that I have been meeting with Rev. Michael Lassley on a
regular basis via Zoom. We have been walking through Calvin’s Institutes
together. Although we try to stick to the subjects pertaining to the chapters on
our schedule, we do take time discussing our work as ministers so that we can
encourage one another in the faith.

Trustees and the Building Addition: Keeping Spiritual Priorities Clear (Acts 6):
As it pertains to our ongoing church addition project, the Consistory has
determined to pass on the responsibilities of finding a contractor to the trustees.
Biblically, this is a wise ordering of responsibilities. In Acts 6, the apostles faced
a real and practical issue in the church. The need mattered, but they recognized
that if they took it on directly, it would pull them away from their primary
calling. Their conclusion was clear: others could oversee necessary practical
matters, so that the Apostles could devote themselves to prayer and the ministry
of the Word (Acts 6:1-4).

That principle applies here. A building addition is important, and it requires
attention. But the spiritual council must be able to give focused energy to the
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spiritual matters of the church, such as doctrine, discipline, counseling,
shepherding, worship, prayer, and oversight of the flock. This division of labor
is meant to serve the health of the church and protect our priorities.

Budgeting, Giving, and the Future: 1 also addressed with the congregation a
matter that is not pleasant, but necessary, budgeting and giving. In summary,
while the Lord has provided designated funds that have been set aside for the
building addition, our general expenses have outpaced our regular income. If the
current pattern were to continue unchanged, it would eventually put a strain on
the general fund and, in time, would threaten our ability to sustain a full-time
pastoral call. As a result, for the time being, we might have to suspend our
giving to Synod, Classis, and Heidelberg Seminary.

I communicated to the congregation that there are several contributing factors,
including the economy, the death of members, and the reality of new and young
members who are still learning how to live the Christian life, including faithful
stewardship. I also sought to impress upon them that this is not merely a “local
Reformed Church problem,” but something affecting churches in our area more
broadly. I have heard recently of local churches thinking about closing down.

At the same time, I emphasized that this issue is correctable, and that it must be
approached with clarity, unity, and serious consideration without panic, but also
without denial. I reminded them that giving is not merely “keeping the lights
on,” but an act of worship and stewardship, and that the Lord calls His people to
cheerful generosity and faithfulness (2 Cor. 9:6-8; 1 Cor. 4:2). Practically, 1
urged the congregation to consider what increased, regular giving could look
like in 2026 so that we may continue meeting our obligations, supporting the
various ministries, and remain a shining light of the gospel of Christ in Herreid.

Distractions, Priorities, and Putting God First: Another pastoral concern I kept
before the congregation is the issue of distractions. Our culture is loud. Our
schedules are full. Entertainment is endless. Many things compete for the
attention and affection that belong to God. Jesus is clear in the Sermon on the
Mount: “Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness” (Matt. 6:33). And
He is equally clear that we cannot serve two masters (Matt. 6:24). Distractions
are not always “bad things.” Often, they are normal things that can become
idols. And when that happens, the heart slowly drifts.

So, I encouraged the congregation: guard the Lord’s Day, your worship, your
prayer life, your family, and your time in God’s Word. These are not small
matters. They shape the direction of our hearts and the future of the church.

Closing Encouragement: Visitors and Hope Going Forward: 1 want to close on a
positive note. In 2025, we have seen new visitors and what appear to be
potential members present in worship. That is encouraging. It reminds us that
the Lord is still at work, drawing people to Himself and building His church.

What has been the most effective outreach in Herreid thus far has been when the
congregation interacts with the community, displays love for one another, and
talks about Christ with others. All the new members we have in Herreid since
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2019 came through building relationships with people in our community. May
the Lord continue to bless our congregation not for our namesake, but for His
glory and for the spread of the gospel in our community.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

Rev. Michael Voytek

Fathers and Brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

As I began to write concerning what the Lord has been doing at Grace Reformed
Church in Dickinson, the words of Solomon came to mind. He wrote “To
everything there is a season, A time for every purpose under heaven: A time to
be born, and a time to die; A time to plant, and a time to pluck what is planted...
a time to gain, and a time to lose...” (Eccl. 3:1-6).

Looking back at the great things that the Lord has done this last year, the most
significant is that through His blessing, the members of GRC were able to retire
over $104,000 in debt on the church building. This included paying off the bank
loan through the generous gift of an anonymous donor. Thus, we now own the
church building free and clear. Praise the Lord! We are continuing to focus on
paying off the two unsecured loans from the RCUS Synod and the Western
Classis. The total debt is now approx. $46,000. Our desire is to eliminate this
remaining debt as quickly as possible so that we can free up those financial
resources to support further outreach/church planting in other areas, as well as
other worthwhile ministry endeavors.

Throughout the year, the Lord has blessed the congregation with the fruit of
God’s Word through the preaching and teaching ministry of the church. On
Sunday mornings, your servant completed the series of sermons from the book
of Nehemiah and began a series from the book of Revelation. During our
Wednesday night Bible study, we continued a series in the book of Psalms.
Another very important part of the teaching ministry of the church that should
be mentioned is the confirmation preparation of the youth of the congregation.
Two young men are diligently pursuing a deeper understanding of the truth and
preparing to make a credible profession of faith. The other aspect of discipleship
training that I would like to mention is that there are now two Sunday school
classes being taught after the morning worship service for the younger and older
children.

Concerning attendance, we averaged 14 visitors per Sunday with a total average
weekly attendance of 32. This number is down from last year and can be
attributed to the transfer of two communicant members (one with six children)
to other churches and the administrative erasure of one communicant member.
On a positive note, there are at least two visiting families who have expressed
interest in learning about becoming members of the church. Your servant has
been conducting membership inquiry classes with one family and will, Lord
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willing, begin another class in the future. Please pray that the Lord will continue
to add to the church here for the sake of the advancement of the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ and for the lost souls in our community and the world.

Another aspect of the ministry that the Apostle Paul mentioned in his charge to
the Ephesian elders, recorded in Acts chapter 20, was that of oversight of the
flock. This responsibility includes both the faithful proclamation of the Gospel,
the proper administration of the sacraments, and Christian discipline (Belgic
Confession, chapter 29). I am pleased to report that the Spiritual Council takes
this responsibility very seriously, being zealous to guard and protect the flock.
The Lord’s table is properly guarded. Furthermore, we are in the process of
visiting each member-family in fulfillment of our pastoral responsibilities. We
are greatly blessed by the faithful service of elder Dan Aune and deacon Jeremy
Cox. Please pray that the Lord will provide other church officers (i.e., elders and
deacons) to join in serving the Lord and his beloved church.

In response to our Classis president’s encouragement in a recent email, “You
report on your activities in and out of the church for Classis, Synod, and in the
community, or other kingdom related activities”, the following is a summary of
the ministry opportunities that the Lord provided your fellow servant in 2025
besides the honor and privilege serving as pastor (under shepherd) of Grace
Reformed Church of Dickinson. I was asked to teach the Old Testament Poetical
Books for Heidelberg Theological Seminary (for students in the Philippines). 1
was also asked to teach three courses of Biblical Hebrew as well as a course on
Evangelism for City Seminary of Sacramento (for students in the United States
and the Philippines). After the Synod meeting in June, your servant was asked to
preach at the mission work in Gallatin Valley, Montana. Furthermore, in August,
I was asked by GRC member James Mailo (born and raised in American Samoa)
to officiate and preach at the funeral of his wife Ethel in San Diego, where many
of her family members are buried. There were between 200 and 300 Samoans in
attendance, and it was a great blessing to experience many aspects of Samoan
culture during my wife's and my time with them. I am currently serving on the
NPC Home Missions Committee and the Synod Foreign Ministries Committee.

Finally, last month (January 2026), I had the privilege of joining Rev. Gil Baloy
and Rev. Travis Grassmid in a two-week trip to the Philippines on behalf of the
RCUS Foreign Ministries Committee. We were invited by the Classis of the
Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church (POCRC) to assist them in
understanding and following the Scriptures, the Three Forms of Unity, and the
POCRC Constitution in dealing with challenges of church discipline. We
preached in various POCRC churches while there, and we conducted a two-day
conference prior to their scheduled Classis meeting. The title of my lecture
during the conference was “The Need for Brotherly Reconciliation Based on
Matthew 18:15-18.” We also attended their Classis meeting and offered
greetings and advice as needed. I was also invited by one of my former Hebrew
students to travel to the island of Cebu to speak at a pastor’s conference. There
were over 30 pastors, elders, and seminary students in attendance. I presented
five lectures over a two-day period on the topic of the Sovereignty of God over
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all things. The title of the conference was “Heaven Rules Earth Now!” Earlier,
during the POCRC Classis meeting, we had encouraged them to send a
representative to this conference in Cebu. They did so, and the representative
was able to interact with those in attendance with the goal of encouraging them
to consider joining the POCRC. I have received very positive feedback from the
brethren concerning the lectures at the conference.

I will close with the blessing that the Apostle Paul gave to the believers at
Corinth: “Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another,
agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be
with you...The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:11, 14). Amen!

Your fellow bondservant in Christ,

Rev. Michael Voytek

Constitutional Questions to the Elders

The President asked the Elder delegates that were present the Constitutional
Questions from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the
United States. The following are the questions that were read and the answers
that were given:

1. Are the doctrines of the Gospel preached in your charge in their purity,
agreeably to the word of God?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

2. Is careful attention given to the instruction of the youth for confirmation, the
reception of members into the Church, and the Christian nurture of the
members?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

3a. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is visitation faithfully
performed?

All Elder delegates answered Yes, except for the Elders from Minot and Pierre
who answered No.

3b. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is Christian discipline
faithfully exercised according to the Constitution?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.
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4. Are the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper properly
administered in accordance with the constitution?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

Sa. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Classis paid according to the Guidelines for Giving?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

5b. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies
sent promptly to the Classis treasurer?

All Elder delegates answered Yes except the Elder from Herreid who answered
No.

5c. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Synod paid according to the Guidelines for Giving?

All Elder delegates answered Yes except for the Elders from Ashley, Herreid,
and Pierre who answered No.

5d. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies
sent promptly to the Synod treasurer?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

6. Are the church records properly kept?
All Elder delegates answered Yes.

7a. Is the temporal contract between minister and people fulfilled in your
charge?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.
7b. Is the temporal contract between minister and people adequate to meet his
temporal needs?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.
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Numerical & Statistics Reports

See the Appendix of the Abstract for this Report.

Reading of the Standing Rules

The Standing Rules were not read due to a motion to suspend the reading of the
standing rules.

Classis Fraternal Delegates Reports

The body heard a report from President Bowen who visited the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church Presbytery of the Dakotas in Volga, SD.

Addresses and Reports of Fraternal Delegates & Visitors

Elder Les Vanderveen from the Manitoba Classis, Carman West, Canadian and
American Reformed Churches addressed the body.

Special Order

Elder Wurglar from First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, SD and Mr. Lawrence
Lynch from Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD led a discussion regarding how
the Northern Plains Classis churches can do outreach in the digital world.

Standing Committee Reports

Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in
their final, amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services, & Interchurch

The Standing Christian Education and Publications Committee received the
following recommendations from both the Permanent Christian Education and
Publications Committee, as well as the Permanent Camp Committee Report.

Recommendation #1. We recommended that Elder Matt Fickbohm continue as
editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles for the 2026 term.

Page 52 of 64



Recommendation #2. We recommend the following proposed quarterly due
dates for reports to the Northern Plains Chronicles and proposed publication
dates:

Issues Due Dates for Reports Publishing Target Dates
January-March Thur., April 2nd, 2026 Thur., April 9th, 2026
April-June Thur., July 2nd, 2026 Thur., July 9%, 2026

July-September Thur., October 1st, 2026 Thur., October 8th, 2026
October-December ~ Thur., December 31st, 2026  Thur., January 7t, 2027

Recommendation #3. We recommend that the Northern Plains Classis continue
utilizing the services of Sermon Audio, and that the Classis continue to fund the
$59.95/ month ($720/year) cost of using the service.

Recommendation #4. We recommend that Classis accept Elder Fickbohm’s
proposal to set up various social media accounts for the Classis and link our
Sermon Audio account to those platforms to promote our sermons.

Recommendation #5. That the budget and registration fees (attached) be
adopted.

Recommendation #6. That the theme of “Christ of the Psalms” be adopted as the
theme of HYC of 2026.

Recommendation #7. That the offerings collected during HYC 2026 be
designated for the building purchase and renovation of the Reformed Church of
Los Angeles.

Recommendation #8. That the congregation take note of the registration
deadlines for early registration (by May 31, which is earlier than usual) and final
registration (no later than June 30th) and that congregations be encouraged to
submit registration as early as possible.

Recommendation #9. That Elder Warren and Laura Nuss be commended for
their leadership and service in the kitchen.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Kevin Pulliam; Rev. Larry Lynch; Elder Rob DeJong; Elder Matthew Beck

Examinations & Licensure
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Esteemed Brethren,
Your committee received the following by way of referral:

1. The Permanent Candidates and Credentials Committee Report.

We bring the following recommendation:

1. That the Classis take time to offer prayer to the Lord of the harvest to send
laborers to us so that our vacant churches may be supplied with ministers of the
Gospel (Matt. 9:37-38).

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. William Haddock, Rev. Jimmy Hall, and Elder Craig Mehlaff

Missions

The Standing Missions Committee brings the following recommendations:

Recommendation #1: That the congregations of the Northern Plains Classis be
encouraged to pray that God would raise up men fit and qualified to be sowers
(evangelists) and reapers (church planters) of the gospel for the Northern Plains
Classis and for the other Classes of the RCUS. (Matt. 9:35-38, John 4:34-38).

Recommendation #2: That Classis designate Pentecost Sunday (May 24, 2026)
as a special day of prayer, urging all congregations to pray that God would raise
up men fit and qualified to be sowers (evangelists) and reapers (church planters)
of the gospel for the Northern Plains Classis and for the other Classes of the
RCUS.

Recommendation #3: That the Northern Plains Classis continue to fund 75% of
the cost of the Salem Reformed Church of Ashely, ND radio broadcast “Start of
the Week” through February 2027.

Judicial

1. The committee received Rev. Jimmy Hall’s letter of resignation from Eureka
Reformed Church and Eureka Consistory’s acceptance of Rev. Hall’s
resignation.

Recommendation 1: We recommend that the classes declare the Eureka pulpit
vacant as of March 9, 2026.
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2. The committee received a proposal overture for Classis to overture the Synod
it to change Synod standing rule 19 to move Synod meetings from the third
week in May to the third week in June.

Recommendation 2: We recommend that the overture be presented to Classis
for their consideration.

1. The committee received an overture from Hope Reformed Church
requesting that the Northern Plains Classis acknowledge and respond
to the call of the South Dakota Legislature in the following manner:

a. That the Classis pray for the governing authorities of our
nation, including the legislatures in our region, that God may
give wisdom to those in authority, that the people of these states
may receive the Gospel, and that society may be organized in a
peaceful, quiet, godly, and dignified manner (I Tim. 2:1-2).

b. That the Stated Clerk, on behalf of the Classis, send a response
of gratitude and commitment to the South Dakota House of
Representatives and Senate, indicating our support and
commitment to uphold the State in prayer and fasting during
the month of July.

c. That the congregations of the Northern Plains Classis,
particularly those of South Dakota, devote themselves to prayer
and fasting as requested by the South Dakota Legislature.

Recommendation 3: The committee recommends that the Classis pray for the
governing authorities of our nation, including the legislatures in our region, that
God may give wisdom to those in authority, that the people of these states may
receive the Gospel, and that society may be organized in a peaceful, quiet, godly,
and dignified manner (I Tim. 2:1-2).

Recommendation 4: The committee recommends that the Stated Clerk, on behalf
of the Classis, send a response of gratitude and commitment to the South Dakota

House of Representatives and Senate, indicating our support and commitment to

uphold the State in prayer and fasting during the month of July.

Recommendation 5: The committee recommends that the congregations of the
Northern Plains Classis, particularly those of South Dakota, devote themselves
to prayer and fasting during the month of July 2026.
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Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Dave Irwin, Rev. Michael Lassley, Elder Craig Mehlhaff, and Elder Jim
Fischer

Finances, Benevolences, & Ministerial Aid

Your committee received the following items:

Item #4: Ministerial aid request of Rev. and Mrs. Phil Poe.
Item #3: Ministerial aid request of Rev. and Mrs. Neale Riffert.
Report of the Permanent Diaconal Committee.

Report of the Auditing Committee.

Treasurer’s Report.

From the President’s Report: Proposal to invest NPC Funds

The following reimbursement requests:

Aberdeen (Bowen): $232.00
Aberdeen (Haak): $232.00
Ashley (Dockter): $43.50

Dickinson (Voytek): $420.50
Eureka (Fischer): $182.70
Herried (Beck): $181.25
Herried (Schwichtenberg): $181.25
Mitchell (Strong): $221.85
Minot (Pulliam): $458.20
Watertown (DeJong): $234.90

Your committee makes the following recommendations:

1. Regarding the ministerial aid request for Rev. and Mrs. Poe, that the Stated
Clerk be directed to overture the Synod of the RCUS for ministerial aid of
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$21,600 annually (no change from prior year) on behalf of Rev. and Mrs. Phil
Poe.

2. Regarding the ministerial aid request for Rev. and Mrs. Riffert, that the Stated
Clerk be directed to overture the Synod of the RCUS for ministerial aid of
$30,00 annually (no change from prior year) on behalf of Rev. and Mrs. Riffert.

3. With regards to the Permanent Diaconal Committee Report, take note.

4. That the recommendations from the Auditing Committee Report be adopted,
including:

a. That the Classis Treasurer’s books be declared to be in order.

b. That the Heidelberg Youth Camp Treasurer’s books be declared to be in
order.

c. That Elder Matthew Fickbohm be commended for his work as Treasurer.

5. That the Treasurer’s Report be adopted.

6. That the Classis authorize the Treasurer, in consultation with the Executive
Committee, to invest the monies held by the Classis in a manner deemed prudent
to meet the financial needs of the Classis.

7. With regards to the reimbursement requests for the Spring Meeting, that all be
granted in the total amount of $2,388.15.

8. That the dues and guidelines for 2026 be set at: Classical Dues $10 ($3
increase), Missions $7 ($35 decrease), Missions Seed $25 ($10 increase),
Student Development: $10 ($8 increase), and $3 Youth Camp (no change);
making the total dues and guidelines $55 ($20 decrease).

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Hank Bowen, Rev. Michael Voytek, Elder Charles Dockter, and Elder
Matthew Fickbohm

Nominations

Recommendations:
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1. That the following nominations to the Permanent Classis Committees for the
coming classical year be approved (underlined name is the convener of the
committee):

Assistant to the Clerk: Haak

Auditing: Haddock, Voytek, DeJong, Kappas

Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, Haak, Lynch

Candidates & Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff, Snyder
Christian Education & Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, Strong
Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, C. Dockter

Executive: Bowen, Lynch, Fickbohm

Home Missions: Voytek, Lassley, C. Mehlhaff, Savage

Interchurch Relations: Bowen, Pulliam, Haak

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Michael Lassley, Elder C. Dockter, and Elder Doug Haak

Excuses

Your committee received the following items:
Excuses from Elder Elton Dockter, Elder Jim Snyder, and Elder Dan Anue.

Recommendation #1: That the following delegates be excused from all
meetings of classis — Elder Elton Dockter, Elder Jim Snyder, Elder Dan Aune

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Michael Lassley; Elder James Fischer; Elder Charles Dockter

Miscellaneous Reports & Other Business

Elder Dockter moved to dedicate the abstract of the 41st Classis to the memory
of Rev. Howard Hart and Elder Spencer Gross.

Expression of Appreciation to the Hosting Congregation
Rev. Schwichtenberg moved that the following expression of thanksgiving be

printed in the abstract and in the bulletin of Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD,
this Sunday:
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That the following note of gratitude be shared with the congregation of Hope
Reformed Church as they gather for worship this coming Lord’s Day: “The
Delegates of the 415t Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis want to
sincerely thank our gracious God and Father for the love you showed us through
your wonderful hospitality. You cared for us so well by providing delicious
meals, wonderful snacks, and plenty of fresh coffee while we carried out our
labors. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May the Lord continue to
bless you, the dear saints of Hope Reformed Church.”

Reading of the Minutes

Elder Fickbohm moved to adopt the Minutes as corrected.

Adjournment

Elder Fickbohm moved that the Classis adjourn to the 42nd Annual Spring
Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis to begin on March 4th and 5th, 2027 at

1:00pm (CST) at Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, SD.

Roll Call

The final roll call showed eight ministers and seven elders present for a total of
fifteen, a quorum.

Devotions

The Northern Plains Classis closed its session on Friday, March 6, 2026, with a
devotion led by Elder Fickbohm from Ephesians 2:19-22.

Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction & Doxology
The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's
Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction and lead the Assembly in the

singing of the Doxology.

The Classis adjourned at 4:15 on Friday, March 8, 2024.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Larry Lynch, Stated Clerk

Appendix
See the following page.
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Aherdeen | Ashley | Dickinson | Fureka | Herried | Minot | Mitchell | Pierre | Watertown | 2025 Totals | 2024 Totals | Change
Receipts Offertory § 202504 | § 49414 S 90382 ]S 144001(§ 50820 § 80,083 S 131505 |§ S7882(§ 85116 | § 9177 | S 78LS12 | § 109905
Receipts Spectal 5,346 5491 1,550 - 6,386 16,388 38 5,029 - 4011 4776 15
Receipts Other Sources - 28802 | 103,993 2180 4,667 15,641 4 5 36400 18978 | 3IBA3L | (159483)
Total Receipts § 207850 [§ 87075 195925 | § 146,181 | § 61882 § 112112 § 135330 | § 62962 | S 88756 | § 1094705 | § L1019 | § (49314)
Budget Synodical Funds | § 30230 | § 3292 |§ 6372 |8 26084 S 5775 [ S 9580 |§ 4320 | § 20%6 | § 8304 | § 95993 | § 107926 | § (11933
Budget Classical Funds 13,057 1475 1,650 6975 3205 2475 5325 1,050 2175 37407 36457 950
Non Guideline Causes 7,628 - . - 1,908 1,500 1,670 1,190 - 13,896 15,405 (1509)
Non RCUS Benevolences - - . - 250 2531 . 2,006 - 4793 384 049
Other General Expenses 118719 86387 | 186314 99,129 78,837 80794 | 18739 35883 30116 ] 1,143,888 685,381 458,507
Total Disbursements § 169,634 [§ OLIS4|§ 104336 | § 132188 | S 89995 [ § 105886 | § 140054 | § 42135 | § 330595 | § 1295977 | § 849013 | § 446964
Church Building Value | § 393,000 | § 25000 [ § 270,000 | § 250,000 | § 40000 § - |§ 525000 | § 112,000 | § 235000 | § 1,850,000 | § 1,592,000 | § 258,000
Parsonage Value - 68,100 . 100,000 25000 | 375,000 . 105000 | 250000 | 923100 | 1120100 | (197,000
Property lmprovements . 32,000 45 - - . . - 1,0% 33,139 46,000 (12,861)
Present Property Debs . . 46,186 - . . . - 85,000 3186 | 150410 (19.224)
Debt Paid Last Year § - 18 oSS - 18 -8 -8 .08 - 0§ - 1§ 14415 19940 |5 84
Synodical Giving /
Comm. § 3 |S I3 |S 2008 M|S BL{S 290|S 0|S 1025 U4 |S 193 |§ 2100 |§ (13§
Classical Giving / Comm. 143 8 75 86 T3 75 86 53 64 737 698 39
TotlRCUS/Comm. | § 560 |§ 265 |§ 365§ 408 |S M8[S 411 )S 18]S 4|8 308§ 57598 279 |§ 2960




Number of Elders
Number of Deacons

Number of Communicants
Received by Confirmation
Received by Dismission
Received by Profession
Total Received

Total Old and N
Lost by Dismissal
Lost by Erasure or Discipline
Lost by Death

Total Lost
Total Communicants this
Year

Unconfirmed Members
Total Baptized Members

Number of Families
Children in Sunday School

Baptized Adults
Baptized Infants
Total Baptisms this Year

Members' Lord Supper
Number Lord's Supper
Observed

2025 2024
Aberdeen Ashley Dickinson Eureka Herried Minot Mitchell Pierre Watertown Totals Totals  Change

4 2 1 3 1 2 3 1 1 18 17 1

3 2 1 3 2 0 3 1 2 17 16 1
91 17 2 93 43 33 63 14 34 412 421 9
2 0 0 2 0 0 2 0 1 7 14 -7

8 1 0 0 1 3 0 6 0 19 2 17

4 2 0 0 0 3 0 0 1 10 17 -7
4 3 0 2 1 6 2 6 2 36 3 3
105 20 22 95 4 39 67 20 36 448 454 -6
2 0 2 4 0 0 4 0 2 14 17 -3

1 2 1 6 0 0 0 0 8 18 15 3

1 0 0 4 0 0 1 0 0 6 10 4

4 2 3 14 0 0 5 0 10 38 42 4
101 18 19 81 4 39 62 20 26 410 412 -2
13 2 11 8 16 6 13 6 6 81 83 -2
114 20 30 89 60 45 75 26 k] 491 495 4
50 14 9 52 27 25 30 10 10 27 21 6
8 8 12 6 14 8 8 8 2 74 7: 0

0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 -3

7 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 13 13 0

7 1 0 0 0 2 0 1 2 13 16 -3
97 18 2 60 40 36 62 20 26 381 282 99
5 4 5 4 3 12 5 6 6 30 49 1
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REPORT OF NUMERICAL AND FINANCIAL STATISTICS

0 L.
The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the first Thursday
in March and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it
has been disposed. (2009, 2021, 2022)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee,
and these proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an
election on the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes
shall be candidates until there is an election.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting
of Classis shall, before the date of the meeting, send the answers to the

Page 62 of 64



10.

I1.

12.

13.

14.

questions placed before the elder according to Article 81 of the Constitution.
This copy shall be signed by all the elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated
Clerk.

Correspondence

The statistics, Credentials of Elders to Classis and the Mailing Addresses of
Delegates to Classis shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk by February Ist.
(2010, 2012)

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special committees of
Classis shall be completed and mailed or emailed to the Consistories of all the
Churches by February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Parochial
reports from all Ministers and Licentiates are to be sent to the President by
February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Excuses for these
requirements are to be made by written request to the Executive Committee of
Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks before
the meeting of Classis. (2012, 2014)

Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis
shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the
Executive Committee of Classis concerning constitutional matters and
procedures, as provided in Article 91, the answer shall, if the request is in order
and in written form, be presented in written form and relevant only to the item
in question.

All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of white paper
measuring 8.5 inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Fi ial

The Classical dues shall be due on the first of November and are to be paid not
later than the 30th of November of the current year. (2013)

The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern
Plains Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each
fund.

The President of Classis shall receive two hundred dollars ($200.00), the Stated
Clerk shall receive five hundred dollars ($500.00), the Treasurer two hundred
dollars ($200.00), and Northern Plains Chronicle editor ($250) for the Classical
year. (2008, 2013, 2014, 2022)

Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose
congregations have paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and
those delegates who have attended all sessions or have been properly excused
by Classis.
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15.

16.

17.

The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for Classis
business, at the mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules.
When distance and time require public travel on public transportation to and
from Classis, or for Classis business, they shall be granted full fare. (2007,
2017)

Examinati

It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the
ministry and before installing ordained ministers from other denominations, to
require no less than an eight-month internship for them under the supervision of
a pastor of the Classis who has served in the Reformed Church in the United
States for at least five years. During this internship particular emphasis shall be
placed upon learning the peculiarities and practices of the RCUS.  This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has
received a call or is licensed. (2010)

The Classis Executive Committee President along with the Home Missions
Chairman are charged with overseeing the contact with groups expressing
interest in forming an RCUS church within the Northern Plains Classis. (2022)
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