The Northern Plains Classis
2024 Abstract of the Minutes

39™ Annual Spring Meeting
March 7" — 8th, A.D. 2024
Christ Reformed Church



Minot, North Dakota

Page 2 of 77



GUIDELINES FOR GIVING

Classical Dues: $10.00
Missions: $55.00
Missions Seed Fund: $ 5.00
Student Development Fund: $ 2.00
Youth Camp Guideline Fund: $ 3.00
Total: $75.00
OFFICERS OF CLASSIS
President: Rev. Hank Bowen
Vice President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg
Stated Clerk: Rev. Jimmy John Hall
Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm

PERMANENT COMMITTEES OF CLASSIS*
Auditing: Haddock, DeJong, and Aune
Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, and Haak
Candidates and Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff, and Snyder

Christian Education and Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, and Strong

Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, and Kappas

Executive: Bowen, Hall, and Fickbohm

Home Missions: Yoyek, Lassley, Savage, and C. Mehlhaff
Interchurch Relations: Bowen, Dockter, and Pulliam
Assistant to the Clerk: Haak
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*Underline Indicates Convener
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MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Bowen, Hank (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)

2726 Railroad Circle, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605) 824-8108 Email: rcushank@gmail.com

Haddock, William (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)

627 North Jackson Ave, Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (605) 838-4326 Email: w.whaddock@gmail.com

Hall, Jimmy John (Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD)
309 H Ave (P.O. Box 25), Eureka, SD
Phone: (916) 202-5549 Email:
rjimmyjohn2028hall@gmail.com

Henderson, Paul (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)

1221 Northridge Rd. (Corner of Foster & Northridge)

Mitchell, South Dakota 57301

Phone: (661)910-2154

Email: hendohrcus@gmail.com
Irwin, Dave (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)

220 1* Ave SW, Ashley, ND 58413

Phone: (701) 288-3265 Email: colossians?.1 mail.com
Lassley, Michael (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)

434 30™ St NW, Watertown, SD 57201

Phone: (605) 881-4997 Email: michael.lassl icl m
Pulliam, Kevin (Christ Reformed Church RCUS, Monit, ND)

1624 Foothills Rd SW, Minot, ND 58701

Phone: (816) 442-1068 Email: kpull80@gmail.com
Schwichtenberg, Cody (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)

PO Box 724, Herreid, SD 57632

Phone: (605) 437-2209 Email: codyrcus@gmail.com
Voytek, Michael (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)

792 9th Ave W, Dickinson, ND 58601

Phone: (209) 327-8150 Email: pastorvoytek@gmail.com
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PRIMARIUS EDERS
Aune, Dan (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
3545 92™ Ave S.W., Taylor, ND 58656
Phone: (701) 260-4150 Email: justylane(@ndsupernet.com

Beck, Matthew (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
10861 318 Ave, Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 437-2662 Email: johndeeremkb@gmail.com

DeJong, Rodney (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
3517 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201

Phone: (605) 881-5920 Email: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Dockter, Charles C. (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
PO Box 515, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3403 Email: violalchascdoc@msn.com

Fickbohm, Matthew (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2012 Tiree Dr., Fort Pierre, SD 57532

Phone: (605) 280-9330 Email: mfickbohm@gmail.com

Haak, Doug (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
80 S. Aldrich St, Aberdeen, SD, 57437
Phone: (605) 290-1128 Email: ddhaak@abe.midco.net

Savage, Tom (Grace Reformed RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
221 W 3" Ave, Lennox, SD, 57039

Phone: (605) 252-8564 Email: tjsavagel3@gmail.com

Snyder, James (Christ Reformed Church RCUS, Minot, ND)
2300 19™ Ave NW, Minot, ND 58703

Phone: (701) 2982 Email: jsnyder@nd.gov

SECUNDUS ELDERS

Dockter, Elton (Christ RCUS, Minot, ND)
1741 Evergreen Ave. SW, Minot, ND 58701

Phone: (701) 720-5794 Email: 94encd@gmail.com
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Fischer, James (Eureka Reformed Church RCUS, Eureka, SD)
33520 108™ St, Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 284-2263 Email: jzfischer@valleytel.net

Strong, Mark (Grace Reformed RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
1022 W 6™ Ave, Mitchell, SD 57301
Phone: (605) 770-6216 Email: markjstrong@gmail.com

CHURCHES IN NORTH DAKOTA
Ashley, ND 58413 (701) 288-3265

Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9 AM; SS: 10:15 AM

Pastor: Dave Irwin

Website: www.facebook.com/SalemReformed

Email: SalemRCUS@gmail.com

Dickinson, ND 58601 (701) 590-5935
Grace RCUS, 229 3" Street West, Dickinson, ND 58601

Worship:10am; Bible Study: Wednesday 7pm
Pastor: Michael Voytek (wife, Rebecca)

Website: _www.grcdickinson.com
Email: gracercusdickinson@gmail.com

Minot, ND 58701 (701) 340-7666

Christ RCUS, 234 14th Ave SD (South Apartment Building)

(Mail: 1624 Foothills Rd, SW, Minot, ND 58701)
Worship: 11:00am

Pastor: Kevin Pulliam

Website: www.christreformedchurchminot.com

CHURCHES IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Aberdeen, SD 57401 (605) 225-6120
First RCUS, 818 9th Ave. S.E.
Worship: 9:00 am; Sunday School: 10:15am
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Pastor: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)
Website: www.aberdeenreformed.com

Email: firstrcus@gmail.com

Eureka, SD 57437 (605) 284-2392

Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 am; Sunday School: 10:15 am
Pastor: Jimmy John Hall (wife, Stefanie)

Website: www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS

Herreid, SD 57632 (605) 437-2209
First RCUS, 601 N. Main St. (Mail: PO Box 212)
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 11:00 am Pastor: Cody
Schwichtenberg (wife, Angela)

Email: codyrcus@gmail.com

Mitchell, SD 57307 (605) 996-2803
Grace RCUS, 1020 South Davison St.
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 9:00 am
Pastor: vacant

Email: gracereforme.com

Pierre, SD 57501 (605) 224-8626

Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 11:30am
Pastor: vacant

Website: www.hopercus.com

Watertown, SD 57201 (605) 881-4997
Covenant RCUS, 15 12" Ave NE (Mail: 434 30" ST. NW)
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 11:30am
Pastor: Michael Lassley (wife, Amy)

Website: www.watertownrcus.org

Email: michael.lassley@icloud.com

RADIO PROGRAMS OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS
CLASSIS
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Salem — Sundays at 7:45am
Start the Week KSIB 600am

Eureka — Sundays at 9:00am
Worship Service KOLY 99.5FM

Northern Plains Classis Sermon Audio Site:

www.SermonAudio.com/npcrcus
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39™ Annual Spring Meeting 7-8 March 2024
Christ Reformed Church — Minot, ND

I. Services

For the opening devotion, Rev. David Irwin opened the 39" Annual Meeting of
the Northern Plains Classis with a devotion from Isaiah 66, verses 1-2, after
which he led the body in prayer.

On Thursday evening at 7:00pm, the Classis me for a worship service with the
congregation of Christ Reformed Church of Minot, ND. Rev. Sch
Schwichtenberg conducted the worship service and Rev. Hall preached a sermon
entitled “Provisions from Christ” using Romans 13:8-11.

The Norther Plains Classis opened it session on Friday, March 8, 2024, with an
opening devotion lead by Rev. Lassley who opened with a devotion from the
Gospel of Mark 1:15.

I1. Organization

The 39™ Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at
1:00pm on Thursday, March 7%, A.D. 2023, at Christ Reformed Church of
Minot, North Dakota.

President Hank Bowen called the assembly to order at 1:15pm. The roll was
called following the devotion. There were seven ministers and seven elders
present for a total of 14, a quorum.

President Bowen defined the bar of the house as the first four center rows. Elder
Matthew Fickbohm and Elder Doug Haak as tellers; and Elder James Snyder as
the Reformed Herald reporter.

Election of Officers: Election by ballot was held for men to serve in the
following capacities: President: Rev. Hank Bowen; Vice-President: Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg; Stated Clerk: Rev. Jimmy John Hall; and Treasurer: Elder
Matthew Fickbohm.

II1. Adoption of Agenda, Orders of the Day, Special Orders

The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted as presented by
Classis President Bowen.
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IV. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates and Visitors

Rev. Pulliam introduced Elder Elton Dockter and moved that he be seated in the
bar of the house and given the privilege of the floor.

President Bowen introduced Elder John Hoogerdijk from Grace Reformed
Church of the Canadian Reformed Churches of Winnipeg.

Rev. Voytek moved that he be seated in the bar of the house and given the
privilege of the floor.

V. Reception of New Churches

There were no new churches to receive.

VI. Reception of New Ministers

Rev. Kevin Pulliam was acknowledged by President Bown as a new minister
serving at Christ Reformed Church at Minot, ND.

VII. Announcement of Standing Committees

The chairman of the committee is underlined.

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services & Interchurch with Examinations and
Licensure: Rev, Voytek, Rev. Bowen, Rev. Irwin, Elder C. Dockter, Elder Fischer

Missions: Rev. Henderson, Rev. Voytek, Elder Strong

Judicial: Rev. Irwin, Rev. Hall, Elder Snyder, Elder Beck

Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid: Elder Fickbohm, Rev. Schwichtenberg, Elder Aune
Nominations: Rev, Hall, Rev. Lassley, Elder Aune, Elder C. Dockter

Excuses: Rev. Pulliam, Rev. Irwin, Elder Fisher, Elder Beck

VIII. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports &
Communications

The Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports, and Communications were
distributed to the Standing Committees.
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Auditing Committee

Esteemed Brethren:

The Auditing Committee audited the financial books of the Northern Plains
Classis as they were kept by the treasurer, Elder Matt Fickbohm. Your
committee met by electronic conference with Elder Fickbohm on January 25,
2024. Present were Elder Matt Fickbohm, Elder Dan Aune, Rev. Michael
Voytek, and Rev. William Haddock.

Your Committee found the Treasurer’s books to be in order. We make the
following recommendations:

Recommendation 1: That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s
Northern Plains Classis financials to be in order.

Recommendation 2: That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s
Heidelberg Youth Camp financials to be in order.

Recommendation 3: That the Northern Plains Classis commend Elder Matt
Fickbohm for his work as Treasurer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. William Haddock, Rev. Michael Voytek, Elder Dan Aune

Camp Committee

Dear brothers,

Your joint committee met on Wednesday, December 14th, 2023 to conduct the
oversight of Heidelberg Youth Camp and again on February 1st, 2024 to finalize
the theme. The committee examined the evaluations of campers and staff
collected during HYC 2023 and considered God’s provision through another
year. The committee particularly marveled at the support shown by the classes
through guideline giving. The committee remains committed to seeing the
covenant youth of the RCUS strengthened in the teaching of God’s Word and the
fellowship of the saints. This year matched the prior year’s enrollment of 136
campers. Yet again the camp was blessed with excellent volunteers, delightful
meals, and sweet fellowship. The Lord continues to provide!
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The committee considered various themes for the week. After much deliberation
and refining, a consensus was built around the theme “Inside Out Living”. The
committee brings the following outline for the theme:

Lesson 1: Walk Worthy (Eph. 4:1-6).

Lesson 2: Walk of the New Man (Eph. 4:17-32).
Lesson 3: Walk in Love (Eph. 5:1-7).

Lesson 4: Walk by the Spirit (Gal. 5:16-26).
Lesson 5: Walk in Light (Eph. 5:8-14).

Lesson 6: Walk in Wisdom (Eph. 5:15-21).

Sermon 1: Text: Philippians 2:12-13 (Emphasizing that we work out what God
has worked in)

Sermon 2: Text: John 15:1-8 (Emphasizing that our fruitfulness is through our
union with Christ)

The committee considered a proposal to reduce the amount of time spent in
worship during the week. The committee agreed to change what was the order
for our worship service to the following for the “Camp Service”:

Welcome & Announcements (Very brief - No reminiscing, storytelling & what
not)

Opening Prayer

Sing Two (2) Hymns

Read the Scripture passage

Preach a sermon

Applicatory Prayer

Sing One (1) Hymn

Receive Collection for the selected charity

Dismiss with Closing Prayer

The committee considered the proposed budget and our planned operation for
the camp moving forward. All members of the committee were encouraged by
the support provided by the classes. With the guideline giving, congregation
support, and donations from others we were able to well exceed our financial
needs. We noted that the costs to operate the camp for 2023 came to $260 per
camper. Our camper fee for on-time registrations was $215. As we move
forward, we believe the use of guideline giving is an important way for the
classes to support and invest in our youth as the future of the church. It was
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agreed that though we expect costs to increase, we would keep the registration
fees the same for the coming year. When we return to plan HYC 2025, we will
reassess the flow of giving and make any recommendations needed.

The committee discussed the adopted recommendation of the South Central
Classis “that the permanent HYC committee consider placing a cap upon the
number of counselors in attendance due to the continued rising costs of camp
registrations (a $10 increase from last year).” Members noted the excellent
opportunities for engagement with the youth of the church throughout the week.
Instances of challenging and encouraging conversations with campers were
recounted. The committee discussed the possibility that artificially limiting the
number of adults in attendance during the week would create missed
opportunities for connections. The committee agreed that the staffing levels of
the camp are best managed by the director, in consultation with the committee as
needed, and based upon enrollment.

HYC continues to receive generous offerings during our two worship services.
Last year nearly $2,000 was raised in support of Hope Haven and the RCUS’s
work with orphans in Kenya. This year, we are again seeking to support two
causes through giving at the camp. Your committee recommends the designation
of the first collection to go to Heidelberg Theological Seminary’s Building
Campaign and the second to go toward the RCUS’s Mission 2025 endowment
fund effort in support of our retired ministers and widows.

The committee notes the following dates for future camps: July 22-26, 2024,
July 21-25, 2025, July 27-31, 2026, & July 26-30, 2027.

Your committee brings the following recommendations:

Recommendation 1: That the budget and registration fees (attached) be
adopted.

Recommendation 2: That the theme of “Inside Out Living” be adopted as the
theme of HYC 2024.

Recommendation 3: That the collections during HYC 2024 be designated for
Heidelberg Theological Seminary’s Building Campaign (first collection) and the
RCUS endowment fund in support of retired ministers and widows (second
collection).
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Recommendation 4: That congregations take note of the registration deadlines
for early registration (by May 31st) and final registration (no later than June
30th) and that congregations be encouraged to submit registrations as early as
possible.

Representing the SCC:
Rev. David Fagrey, Rev. Carl Gobelman, Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder Warren Nuss,
Elder Josh Savage

Representing the NPC:
Rev. Paul Henderson, Rev. Michael Lassley, Elder Doug Haak, Elder Matthew
Fickbohm

(Proposed Budget Below)
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Heidelberg Youth Camp Financial Report and Proposed Budget

Difference 2024
2023 2023 (under) Proposed
Budget Actual over Budget
Opening Fund Balance (1/1/23) 2,251.02
Revenue
Camp Fees (136 campers) $29,025 $30,785.00 S 1,760]S 29,025
Donations - Cash 1,000 1,655.56 656 1,000
Donations - In kind 2,400.00 2,400
Woaorship Offering 1,988.35
Classis Support 7,200 10,992.00 3,792 7,500
Camp Store Sales 700 536.00 (164) 500
Interest 0.74
Total Revenue 37,925 48,357.65 38,025
Expenses
Camp Bob Marshal Rental 25,432 24,181.50 (1,251) 26,412 | *
Food 6,500 6,674.58 175 6,750
T-5hirts & Counselor Gifts 3,635 3,447.25 (188) 3,600
Camp Store Supplies 700 464.22 (236) 500
Supplies and Equipment 200 619.92 420 400
Arts & Crafts 250 347.76 98 300
Administration 25 - (25) 25
Designated offering recipient 1,988.35 1,988
Total Expenses 36,742 37,723.58 37,987
Operating Gain (Loss) 10,634.07 38
Ending Fund Balance (12/31/23) $ 12,885.09

* Rental cost: 5600 (kitchen use)+52,000 (early access)+[530 (daily rate/person) X 4 (days) X 185
(people)] + 6.5% tax

Camp Statistics 2020 2021 2022 2023 Est 2024
Campers 119 135 136 136 135

Kitchen 7 6 9 8 10

Counselors 39 51 41 34 40

Total 165 192 186 178 185

(‘counselors' excludes those in hotels)
Proposed 2024 $215 per camper if registration & fee received by June 1. (No change)
Camper Fees: $230 per camper if received June 1 or after. (No change)
No fee for adult volunteers.
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Candidates and Credentials Committee
Dear Brethren, February 15", 2024

Your committee would like to report on Rev. Kevin Pulliam’s progress in the
areas that were assigned to him after his licensure exam on June 23%,
Recommendation #4 from that Special Classis meeting of the Northern Plains
Classis states: “That Rev. Pulliam further his studies in the areas of
Ecclesiology, Eschatology, RCUS Constitution, Church History, Hermeneutics,
and Apologetics during his eight-month internship.”

NPC President Rev. Hank Bowen sent the following email on June 30" to the
Candidates & Credentials chairman, “In giving Rev. Pulliam'’s internship some
thought, I believe a good way to proceed is to utilize those courses already in
place at Heidelberg Theological Seminary to introduce pastors to RCUS
distinctives. I spoke to Dr. J.P. Mosley, and he said Dr. Maynard Koerner will do
his Reformed Worship class as an intensive from August 28-Sept 1. Dr. Mosley
will be teaching Ecclesiology in the Fall. He said Rev. Pulliam could attend
these classes as a visitor, since he is an RCUS pastor and thus would not have to
do the assignments per se, or he could pay something toward taking the classes
as an audit. There is also a Reformed Creeds and Confessions class that he
could view the recordings of, but that class will not be offered until Fall 2024.
There is also a seminar on RCUS distinctives that HTS offers that deals with
RCUS polity that Rev. Pulliam should take, as well as the Introduction to
Apologetics in the Spring.”

Your committee concurs that this is the best course of action even if the training
extends beyond his eight-month internship. If possible, this might be a tool that
the NPC should use in the future to help acclimate and train new ministers
coming into the RCUS. Commenting on Rev. Pulliam’s progress, Dr. Koerner
commended him for his teachable spirit, and he stated that he did well in the
Reformed Worship class.

As far as the pastorate, Rev. Pulliam stated that he and his family are enjoying
their time with the dear saints at Christ Reformed Church in Minot, ND. He is
currently preaching through the Epistle of James. With one pulpit filled, the
NPC currently has two vacant churches in Pierre and Mitchell. Although these
churches are technically vacant, they both have veteran ministers holding down
the fort and preaching the gospel with Rev. Bill Haddock in Pierre and Rev. Paul
Henderson in Mitchell. This is a rare blessing for RCUS churches, and we praise
God for His gracious provision. Your committee brings no recommendations,
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yet we do encourage congregations to continue to keep Rev. Pulliam and our
vacant churches in prayer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Dave Irwin, Rev. Jimmy John Hall, Elder
Craig Mehlhaff

Christian Education Committee
Dear Fathers and Brothers in Christ,

The CE&P Committee conducted its business via email, and its business
entailed the continuing publication of the Northern Plains Chronicles, the cost of
Sermon Audio, and the consideration of reprinting the Traditional Language
edition of the Heidelberg Catechism.

Matt Fickbohm agreed to continue as the Northern Plains Chronicles editor for
the 2024 Classical year, and he submitted recommended dates for reports and
publications as found in Recommendations 1 and 2. There is no need to make a
recommendation for the Editor's pay as we had done in previous years because it
is covered in Classis' Standing Rule 13.

The matter of requesting that the Classis funding of Sermon Audio was
transferred to the CE&P Committee this year. The cost of our using the service
has gone up by $10 a month and now stands at $59.95/month, or $720/year for
2024. Our sermons are hosted at: sermonaudio.com/npcrcus. A total of 7,343 of
our sermons were accessed worldwide in 2023. While the vast majority of our
sermons (5,065) were listened to here in the United States, we still had a
significant number of listeners from Switzerland, the United Kingdom,
Singapore, Mainland China/Hong Kong, Ireland, as well as other countries.

Last year the CE&P Committee explored the possibility of reprinting the
traditional language edition of the Heidelberg Catechism. The Committee had
concluded that it was too expensive at this time and had recommended a “Take
Note.” Classis had re-committed the recommendation to the Committee, with
instructions to “explore on-demand publishing, such as is offered by Amazon.”
(cf. 2023 NPC Abstract, page 44, standing committee A. recommendation #5).
Unfortunately, very little work was done on this project this year, and even less
progress was made.
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Your committee brings the following recommendations:

Recommendation 1. That Elder Matt Fickbohm continues as editor of the
Northern Plains Chronicles for the 2024 Classical year.

Recommendation 2. That the following quarterly due dates for reports by the
congregations to the Northern Plains Chronicles and publication dates be
approved:

Issues Due Dates for Reports Publishing Target Dates

1. January-March Wed., April 3, 2024 Friday, April 5, 2024

2. April-June Wed., July 10, 2024 Friday, July 12, 2024

3. July-October Wed., November 6, 2024 Friday, November 8, 2024

4. September-December Wed., January 8, 2025 Friday, January 10, 2025

Recommendation 3. That the Northern Plains Classis continue utilizing the
services of Sermon Audio, and that the Classis fund the $59.95/month
($720/year) cost of using the service.

Recommendation 4. That the Traditional Language Catechism project be
re-committed to the CE&P Committee for another year.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Dave Irwin, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Tom Savage, Elder Matthew
Beck

Diaconal Committee

Esteemed Brothers and Fellow Servants in Jesus Christ,

Your committee received no requests for diaconal assistance; therefore, there
was no need to meet. We stand ready to serve when the need arises.

Respectfully Submitted,

Elder Matthew Beck, Elder Jim Snyder, Rev. Michael Voytek
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Home Missions Committee
Dear Brothers of the Northern Plains Classis,

Your committee met four (4) times this year as a committee, as well as
corresponded and conversed with one another throughout the year. We met
officially as a Committee on October 2, 17, and on December 18, as well as on
January 29, 2024.

Our Report:

First, it was suggested by the 277" Synod as well as the Western Classis to
connect with and visit the group of saints who reside in the Weiser, Idaho area,
and in lieu of the Synodical Boundary changes, seek permission from the
Western Classis to pursue them as a Mission work of the Northern Plains
Classis. We received that permission and you will hear and receive a report on
the progress of our contact and subsequent actions regarding their becoming an
official mission work of the Classis. We also were able to meet with Rev.
Michael Voytek on a couple of occasions to get updates. We thank the Lord for
his tireless efforts at getting this entire work connected. Take Note

Second, from recommendation #4 of the 2023 Northern Plains Classis Standing
Home Missions Committee, we were commissioned to pray for and seek out an
“Evangelist” for the Northern Plains Classis that he might concentrate on the
city of Brookings, SD. We prayed often for God to raise up such a man, and we
sought out possible resources from Seminaries and from our own contacts. Rev.
Hank Bowen and Elder Craig Mehlhaff have been in touch with a couple of
men, one of whom may be interested. We encourage all of the churches of the
Northern Plains to earnestly petition our Lord to send us such a man who desires
to sow the seed of the gospel in this city. We are awaiting the consideration of
funding and a simple, yet focused “Job Description” to be decided upon at this
Classis so that we might present it to men whom the Lord might send our way.
Take Note

Third, From Recommendation # 5 of the 2023 Northern Plains Home Missions
Committee, we were commissioned to develop a proposed budget for the
support of such an Evangelist, with recommendations of where such funding
would come from.

Here is our recommendation:
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Recommendation # 1 That Funding for a Northern Plains Evangelist located
and serving in Brookings, South Dakota would be adopted by the 2024 Northern
Plains Classis with the following budget and funding sources per year:

$ 20,000.00 — Northern Plains Classis - $ 10,000.00 — South Central Classis
$20,000.00 - 23,000.00 from Self-employment/Working in the city itself.
Total Funding = $ 50,000.00 — 53,000.00

Grounds: The funds coming from the *Classes are needed to keep him free
from the basic expenses and the cost of living, while his own work will not only
supply him with additional needs but also will give him an opportunity to be a
part of the life of the city and those people he witnesses too and seeks out.

Yes, this is a totally new way of doing missions, but we feel the need to have a
man focused solely on evangelism or “sowing the word”. So that, if the Lord of
the harvest should bless his labors, we might then call a “reaper”, or a Church
Planter to come alongside him, or to take up the work that the gathered group
might be organized into a fully self-governing, self-supporting congregation.
After this process of organizing, it would then be necessary to call a full-time
Minister of the word to become their Pastor. This process or labor may indeed be
a three (3) year commitment by both the “Evangelist” as well as then, the
“Church Planter”. Moreover, these callings or focuses may indeed overlap or
coincide and intermingle in the same man. We shall see.

*The reason for seeking funding from the South Central Classis is that we were
urged to work together with them in searching out possible mission work areas,
and or groups of people who might already have a group, and also to support
one another with open lines of communication, prayer, and financial support.

A proposed preliminary Job Description for our Northern Plains
Evangelist/Missionary that we might adopt for now, and present it to any
interested.

1. To agree to the proposed resources and budget to accomplish this work.

2. To agree to focus on getting to know the residents of the City of Brookings by
living and working there; and being a part of the life & times of the city and its
people.

Page 23 of 77



3. To focus on “sowing the gospel seed” in the city through weekly, and possibly
multiple Bible studies, home visits, and “street evangelism”, that is by speaking
directly about Jesus Christ, His salvation, and the call to repent that they might
be saved; to do this among the different sinners, unbelievers, and
non-churchgoers whom you meet in the course of your day.

4. To seek to gather a saved group of individuals and families that they, in due
time might desire to organize as a congregation of the RCUS. (Knowing that
you will not be their Pastor; in other words, they know ahead of time the set
steps and course of action.)

5. To be a *member, regularly attend the Covenant Reformed Church at
Watertown, and encourage any converts or disciples to do the same. *Be
personally under the Spiritual Council.

6. To pray and fast regularly as you go about your evangelizing labors; also to
keep in contact with the Home Missions Committee members on your needs,
your concerns, and the work that our Lord is doing. There would be at least two
(2) steady contacts.

7. To commit to a two (2) to three (3) year period of service such that if there is
no progress and/or no conversions and/or no interest by others, that you might
be willing to relocate to another city, such as Fargo, ND, and/or into the Sioux
Falls area to seek out another field where you might sow the gospel word.

Fourth: From Recommendation # 6 of the 2023 Northern Plains Home
Missions Committee, we were directed to prioritize and pursue a mission work
in Brookings, SD.

This we did as we sought to provide oversight and guidance to Covenant
Reformed Church and the work of Rev. Michael Lassley as he made contact
with and began in earnest, a Bible Study in Brookings. We were able to speak
with him about the ongoing labor at least once. A report will be given on the
progress of this pursuit. We thank him for his energetic help in this endeavor.
Take Note

Fifth: A request from Grace Reformed at Dickenson, North Dakota was
received and we therefore recommend to the 2024 NPC:

Recommendation #2 That Classis overture the 278" Synod of the Reformed
Church in the United States for consideration of Grace Reformed Church at

Page 24 of 77



Dickinson, ND to receive the proceeds from the Special offering of the Annual
Home Missions Day of Prayer during the 2024 — 2025- synodical fiscal year.

Grounds: The Synod Home Missions Fund, as well as this offering was created
exactly for this reason, to help Mission churches pay off their building
purchases/loans. This offering would really go a long way in helping this church
do exactly that - Amen!

Respectfully Submitted:

Elder Rod DeJong, Elder Craig Mehlhaff, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Paul
H. Henderson

Interchurch Relations Committee

Dear Brethren,

There was a shift midstream this past year on some committees including the
move of Rev. Henderson who was the Interchurch chair to the Missions
Committee. Rev. Bowen assumed the chair for the last half of the year.

Normally, there is no need to meet as a Committee to do the work which is
normally seeking to attend or send a letter of greetings to those fraternal bodies
when they are within our boundaries. Our CanRef brothers are the only ones
who meet within our boundaries annually taking in Manitoba as within our
target area.

Rev. Bowen was able to travel and attend the Spring meeting of the Classis
Manitoba of the Canadian Reformed Churches on March 24, 2023, in Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Canada, at the Grace Canadian Reformed Church (There is an
attached report on that meeting). Their Classis meetings are ordinarily, the
Friday before the last Sunday of March [Spring Classis], June, and September
[Fall Classis], and the first Friday of December. The start time would be 9:00
AM.

Normally Classsis Manitoba would prefer the fraternal delegates to attend their
Fall meeting but are delighted anytime we can send someone. The Fall meeting
was held on September 22, 2023, at Carmen East but as no one was available to
attend that meeting a letter of greetings was sent (see appended letter). One of
the difficulties is that a passport is needed to cross the border to attend their
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Classis meetings. At that point, it appeared that only Rev. Bowen had a passport
and he had duties at the seminary.

A discussion has been proposed of how our two Classes might do some kind of
a joint event that would aid in nurturing closer ties not just as fraternal bodies
but as fraternal brothers. We received an invitation from Classis Central US,
URCNA, inviting us to their meeting to be held on September 11, 2023, at the
Redeemer URC in Orange City, IA. There were also letters of invitation to the
O.P.C. Presbytery to be held on April 4, 2023, in Magna, Utah, and then on
September 26, 2023, in Denver, Colorado. We do not view these as within our
boundaries and believe it best to leave attendance to those Classes where there is
a Ccrossover.

As such two matters may require some attention.

Recommendation 1: That the Northern Plains Classis encourage our delegates
to obtain legal passports that would allow them to travel across the Canadian
border.

Recommendation 2: That the Northern Plains Classis Interchurch Standing
Committee meet with our Canadian Reformed fraternal delegate to discuss a
plan of possible ways we might get our groups together.

Respectfully,

Rev. Hank Bowen, Elder Doug Haak, Rev. Cody Schwictenberg

IX. Reports of Officers

A. President

Dear Brothers and Co-laborers in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

In preparation for this 39th Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis, it
was a bit overwhelming to reflect upon all that has taken place in the Northern
Plains Classis this past year, and all of the new and different areas we have had
to engage in. It is exhausting just thinking about the extent of the labors of the
men in the Northern Plains Classis.
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But brothers, we have been chosen for the high calling of the ministry of Christ
to preach the gospel of grace to a lost and perishing world. I think of the words
of the Apostle Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:50-58: Now this I say, brethren, that
flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit
incorruption. °' Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed—%in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we
shall be changed. * For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this
mortal must put on immortality. >* So when this corruptible has put on
incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to
pass the saying that is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” > “O Death,
where is your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” *® The sting of death is
sin, and the strength of sin is the law. °” But thanks be to God, who gives us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. ** Therefore, my beloved brethren, be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Is it any wonder that Paul encouraged us with the words that we can do all
things through Christ who strengthens us? Our labor is not in vain though at
times our bodies seem so weak. As a pastoral core we can relate to Paul’s words
in 2 Corinthians 4:7-10 "But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. * We are hard-pressed on
every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; °persecuted,
but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—'""always carrying about in the
body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in
our body.

Last year I observed that it appeared our pastoral core was under attack in terms
of the physical demands of our calling. That not only has not changed but
perhaps bore even greater consequences this past year. Rev. Schwichtenberg
stated, “Stress may have been one of the contributing factors for a gallbladder
attack in August which later led to gallbladder removal surgery. It was only by
the grace of God, and the congregation’s prayers that I made it through it.” Rev.
Bowen suffered a severe lower spine injury in November that has resulted in
permanent limitations to his physical activities, and Rev. Lassley reported, “The
Wednesday before our Thanksgiving Eve service, yours truly suffered a stroke;
apparently, high blood pressure runs in my family. Brothers and sisters, a regular
check-up would have revealed that; the saying is worthy of acceptance, “an
ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” I want to encourage all our
elders to go back to your consistories and make it a practice to require your
pastors to have an annual wellness physical.
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Coupled with these physical setbacks there were also several challenges in a
number of our churches. Minot entered into their second year without a pastor,
Rev. Grossmann left Eureka immediately following Classis to take up a charge
in Manitowoc, WI, there was a trial shortly after Classis where the Mitchell
pastor was deposed from the ministry due to ethical failure, and in Pierre Rev.
Henderson submitted his resignation and intention to retire in August. That is
almost half of our congregations, along with the physical conditions of three
other pastors left only two churches where there were no serious situations that
arose.

With great joy, Eureka called and installed the Rev. Jimmy John Hall in July, and
Rev. Kevin Pulliam was examined in June at a Special Classis and installed into
the Minot charge in October. Rev. Henderson, in his retirement, moved to
Mitchell where he is pulpit supply while Grace Reformed Church continues in a
pastor search, and in like manner, Rev. Bill Haddock, having retired from his
State Government job has taken up the pulpit supply in Pierre while they search
for their next pastor. The transitions of Rev. Hall and Pulliam have gone well
and the churches are thankful and supportive of their new pastors.

In reviewing your reports it is evident that the word is being preached faithfully,
the sacraments are being administered properly, our youth is being diligently
catechized, people are getting married, babies are being baptized, and the Lord is
adding officers to his church. Of note also, is that our student under care, Mr.
David Voytek graduated from Mid-America Reformed Seminary, was examined
in Western Classis, licensed, ordained, and installed as the pastor of Grace
Reformed Church in Willows, CA. The Lord also blessed him with a wife, and
his proud father, Rev. Michael Voytek was involved in his ordination, and a
week later another son’s wedding. Furthermore, a son of the Northern Plains
Classis, Mr. Matthew Dawn his license exam in Covenant East Classis this week
and has a call pending to the Peace Reformed Church in Garner, IA.

There are a couple of matters I would like to see referred by overture to Synod.
The first has to do with Articles 173-175 of the Constitution in the section on
Restoration. Article 175 states if a minister shall have been deposed but not
excommunicated, he shall be entitled to the rights of a communicate member,
and Classis shall furnish him with a certificate to any congregation with which
he may desire to connect himself. Such certificate shall state his exact relation to
the church. The conflict here is that in 2006 the Synod affirmed that a minister is
to be a member of the local church in which he ministers. As such, concerning
his church membership, he is under the Spiritual Council in matters of church
discipline. He is accountable to the Classis as regards his ministerial credential.
Therefore, I would like to see Classis overture Synod to change Article 175 to
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state the local church shall furnish him with a certificate of dismission. This
should go to the Standing Judicial Committee.

The second area that I would like to see referred to Synod has to do with how
requests for Ministerial Aid are made to Synod. Currently, the local consistory
meets with the retired minister and goes over a request form for ministerial aid.
The consistory then overtures the Classis who considers the request and sends it
to Synod who considers the request. But there is a problem in this process
because some ministers are members of churches that are in a different Classis
than the minister has his credentials. But a member church of one Classis is not
supposed to submit overtures to a different Classis. I would like to see Classis
propose that the Synod change this entire process of overtures so that the
Permanent Synod Diaconal Committee oversees this process in connection with
the local church and bypasses the Classes altogether. In this way, all requests for
Ministerial Aid come through recommendations in the Permanent Synodical
Diaconal Committee which will employ a uniform evaluation for all requests.
Not only would this remove several overtures for the clerks to handle, but also
take it out of the Classes Standing Committee’s work. Moreover, we do have
ministers who may not have their local membership in an RCUS church. In this
case, they are not overlooked as the Permanent Committee is responsible for
maintaining that contact.

This year has been a year of upheaval with the change of ministers creating
havoc on our committees. About halfway through the year adjustments were
made to the committees to try to account for the changes. The diligent work of
everyone is evident.

The desire of the Classis to engage in the work of missions is beginning to bear
fruit. Synod suggested that with the pending border adjustment, the Northern
Plains Classis obtain permission from Western Classis to investigate a possible
work in Idaho. That was granted and movement was accomplished in
considering this possibility. Moreover, Rev. Lassley undertook a Bible Study in
Brookings, SD as the possible beginning of a work, and then through a
chaplaincy he started a second study in Summit, SD. There was another contact
with a family in West Fargo expressing interest in starting an RCUS work. To
that end, the Missions Committee did work on pursuing the idea of a missionary
at large to labor in these potential opportunities.

Two of our pastors traveled to Mid-America to attend a conference on Church
planting and will lead our special order in a discussion on what they learned and
observed.
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The Interchurch Committee was unable to send a delegate to our Canadian
Reformed brothers this past year. However, there was some communication
about a joint gathering of the Classes and perhaps including the OPC and
URCNA. The OPC will hold its presbytery meeting in Mandan, ND this coming
year and we should commit to sending a delegate.

As the Northern Plains Classis we have become very conscious of our shrinking
numbers of churches and membership. This past year, however, the Northern
Plains Classis showed an increase of 20 communicant members and 28 baptized
members. This is an amazing thing given the number of deaths in our churches
each year. Only the Lord knows what lies ahead for us, even as only the Lord
knows what lost sheep are in our presence that needs to be gathered in. But the
Lord rewards diligence and the gospel needs to be preached in this world to call
the lost to repentance and faith in the only Savior of the world.

The future of the NPC is in the hands of the Lord. Now to the King eternal,
immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and
ever. Amen (1 Timothy 1:17).

In Christ's Service,

Rev. Hank Bowen

B. Stated Clerk (Including Necrologies)

Esteemed Brethren,

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your Stated Clerk this past year. I
will be reporting on my labors since our 38th Annual Spring Meeting of Classis.

Duties Performed:

1. Completing the Minutes from the 38th Annual Spring Meeting of the
Northern Plains Classis and presenting them to the 277" Synod of the Reformed
Church of the United States.

2. Prepared the Abstract of the 38" Annual Spring Meeting of Classis and
delivered copies of them to the churches of the RCUS at the Synod meeting held
in Bakersfield, CA.

3. Prepared the Statistical Report, Stated Clerk's Report, as well as any items
needed for this meeting.
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Correspondence Sent and Received:

1. A letter from the Stated Clerk of Synod regarding the documents to be
submitted to the churches prior to the next session of Synod.

2. Five items to the Stated Clerk of Synod:

1. Statistical & Membership Report for the NPC

2. Writ of Certification for Classis Delegates to the 277th Synod of the
RCUS

3. Addresses of the Churches and Delegates of the NPC

4. Report of Changes

5. Seven overtures from the NPC to the Synod of the RCUS

3. Ten Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis sent via email.

4. Emails and correspondence to denominations with which we have fraternal
relations, inviting them to our stated meetings.

5. Forms for Membership and Financial Statistics, as well as the Form for the
Credentials of Elders to Classis to the churches of the NPC to be completed
prior to our 39" Annual Meeting.

In closing, it is common knowledge that having suffered a stroke in November it
has left me with limited function of my right hand that renders me unable to do
the level of the work of a clerk that the office requires. I would therefore ask that
a new clerk be elected for the coming year. It has been a privilege serving in the
office and Lord willing one day my recovery will be such that I might serve as
needed again.

Respectfully Submitted, Michael Lassley

C. Executive Committee’s Report of Synod

The Reformed Church in the United States
Office of the Stated
Clerk

January 26, 2024
ATTN: Classes Clerks
RE: Minutes of Synod Report

Dear Brothers in Christ,
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In reviewing the minutes of the 277th Synod, there are two items that requires
action by the Classes and several other matters of note:

* The adopted recommendation #1 of the Special Committee to Study
Classical Boundaries report (2023 Synod Abstract, p. 96) will need to
be brought to a ratification vote at the annual meetings of the following
Classes: Northern Plains Classis (NPC), South Central Classis (SCC),
and Western Classis (WC). This is pursuant to Article 100 of the RCUS
Constitution, which reads (in part): “A Classis, however, cannot be
dissolved, nor can any part of it be united with another Classis without
its own consent.”

The recommendation reads as follows:

Recommendation 1: That the following changes to Classis boundaries be
approved:

* The WC relinquishes ID to the NPC.

* The SCC relinquishes the whole of MT to the NPC.

» AK (Alaska) be placed in the territory of the NPC.

* HI be placed in the territory of the WC.

The results of the ratification votes will need to be communicated to me at your
earliest convenience.

* For the Western Classis: With the adoption of the Standing Special
Judicial Committee report (see below), the Synod of the RCUS
censures the Western Classis and instructs them to set aside time at
their next meeting to review constitutional processes related to church
discipline.

Findings of the Standing Special Judicial Committee:

On Wednesday, May 10, 2023, at 10:40 p.m., in accordance with the process
outlined in Article 100, the members of the SJC unanimously voted to sustain
the complaint, with respect to the errors listed above. In fulfillment of Article
158, which requires direction be provided to the lower judicatory in the event of
a sustained complaint, the 277th Synod of the RCUS censures Western Classis
for their failure to uphold the furtherance of justice in the trial of Rev. Sam
Powell and instructs them to set aside time at their next Classis meeting to
review the constitutional processes related to church discipline.
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Other matters of note:

1. The 278th Annual Session of the Synod of the RCUS is scheduled to meet
May 20-23, 2024, at Zion Reformed Church in Menno, SD.

2. The Publications Committee has developed a new process for reporting
both membership and financial statistics as well as providing the
information required for forms A, B, C, and D. The information for this
will be ready soon (and sent separately) as the Publications Committee is
working to integrate this with the RCUS website in a secure manner.
Previous church and officer information is being imported into the
database for ease of reporting.

3. Please review the Standing Rules of Synod (2023 Synod Abstract, pp.
113-117).

4.  Be reminded that any requests for ministerial aid must be accompanied by
the ministerial aid request form and be received at least 14 days prior to the
meeting of Synod to be considered. To that effect, included as attachments
are “Ministerial Relief Fund Distribution” instructions and “Ministerial
Relief Fund” worksheet developed by the Permanent Finances Committee.

5. Please remember to send necrologies to the Synod Clerk in time for Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Carl Gobelman
Stated Clerk, RCUS

D. Executive Committee’s Report of Minutes

Esteemed Brethren,

Ten (10) circulars were sent out this past year and the following is a summary of
that business. Because no objections were received to the circulars, all the
recommendations brought by the Executive Committee became actions of the
Classis.

Volume 38, Number 1
1. That the resignation of the Rev. Kevin Carroll and the acceptance of that

resignation be declared to be in order and that the pulpit of Grace Reformed
Church in Mitchell, SD be declared vacant.
Volume 38, Number 2
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Having consulted with the Consistory of Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell,
South Dakota, and the Rev. Dr. Kevin Carroll during this past week, your
Executive Committee has called for a Special Meeting of Classis to convene at
First Reformed Church of Herreid, South Dakota on May 5th, 2023, at 1:00 p.m.

Pursuant to the requirements of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the
United States, the purpose of this Special Meeting of Classis is as follows:

2. The trial and deposition of the Rev. Dr. Kevin Carroll.

3. The consideration of Rev. Dr. Kevin Carroll’s request for diaconal aid.

The attached Citation and Accusation along with the supporting documentation
has been received and acknowledged by Rev. Carroll, whose stated intention is
to appear before the Classis on the aforesaid date and time without counsel, as
he will not be mounting a defense.

Volume 38, Number 3

4. That the resignation of the Rev. Paul Henderson and the acceptance of that
resignation be declared to be in order and that Rev. Henderson’s pastoral
relationship with the congregation of Hope Reformed Church in Pierre, SD be
dissolved and the pulpit be declared vacant as of August 7, 2023.

Volume 38, Number 4

5. That the documentation be found in order and that Rev. Hall be authorized to
take up the charge of the Eurecka Reformed Church of Eureka, SD.

Volume 38, Number 5

6. That a Special Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convene at 10:00 a.m.
on Friday, June 23, 2023, at the First Reformed Church in Aberdeen, SD for the
purpose of examining Rev. Pulliam for entrance into the
Northern Plains Classis and all other items related to his assuming the charge in
Christ Reformed Church of Minot, ND.

Volume 38, Number 6

7. That the following changes to Classis boundaries be approved by the NPC:
The WC relinquishes ID to the NPC. 1
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The SCC relinquishes the whole of MT to the NPC.
AK (Alaska) be placed in the territory of the NPC.
HI be placed in the territory of the WC.

Volume 38, Number 7

8. That the Rev. Hank Bowen, Rev. Paul Henderson, and Rev. Dave Irwin be
appointed to serve as a committee to install the Rev. Jimmy John Hall with Rev.
Bowen officiating, Rev. Henderson conducting the charge to the pastor, and Rev.
Irwin conducting the charge to the congregation on September 10, 2023, at the
Eureka Reformed Church in Eureka, South Dakota commencing at 7:00 p.m.

Volume 38, Number 8

9. That the Rev. Hank Bowen, Rev. Michael Voytek, and Rev. Michael Lassley
be appointed to serve as a committee to install the Rev. Kevin Pulliam with Rev.
Bowen officiating, Rev. Lassley conducting the charge to the pastor, and Rev.
Voytek conducting the charge to the congregation on October 13, 2023, at the
Christ Reformed Church in Minot, North Dakota commencing at 7:00 p.m.

Volume 38, Number 9

10. That the Northern Plains Classis send a certificate to Grace Reformed
Church, Mitchell authorizing them to dismiss Dr. Carrol to Trinity Reformed
Church, Sioux Falls, SD in accordance with Article 175 of the Constitution of
the RCUS; stating Dr. Carrol’s “exact relation to the Church” as, “A member in
good standing of the Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell.” That NPC also
provides a letter of certification to be sent to Trinity Reformed Church clarifying
that Dr. Carrol is currently a member in good standing of the Grace Reformed
Church in Mitchell.

Volume 38, Number 10

11. While there are no recommendations with regard to this item, we request that
you note the following:

1. The Northern Plains Classis will convene the 39" Annual Spring
Meeting at 1:00 p.m., March 7", A.D. 2024 at Christ’s Reformed
Church of Minot, North Dakota.

2. The agenda, proposed schedule, list of services, and devotions are
attached. Please note where your name is listed in these assignments.

3. Lodging Arrangements: If you require housing, there is a block of
rooms available at the Sleep Inn &amp; Suites Conference Center and
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Water Park, 2400 10™ Street SW, Minot, ND 58701 (701) 837-3100. If
you have questions, feel free to call Rev. Pulliam at (816)-442-1068.

Respectfully Submitted,

The NPC Executive Committee

E. Treasurer’s and Auditing Committee’s Report

See the Appendix of this Abstract for the Treasurer's Report.

X. Parochial Reports of Ministers and Elders

Rev. Hank Bowen
Beloved Brothers,

In Acts chapter 9 we have the account of the conversion of the Apostle Paul. His
conversion and call to go to the Gentiles marked a turning point in the spread of
the gospel into the world. Shortly after his conversion, his impact was profound
upon the planting of churches in the region. In Acts 9:31 the impact is described
this way: Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had
peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

Notice first that it was said that the churches had peace and were edified. These
were churches where they dwelt together in the joy of their salvation and it
resulted in their growing as a church. Unity, harmony, and a love for one another
mark churches that are positioned to grow in the grace of God. But the growth
that is spoken of here is one where they walked in the fear of the Lord and in the
comfort of the Holy Spirit. The marks that we should strive for to be fruitful,
growing churches is that we have a healthy fear of the Lord and the assurance of
the Holy Spirit that moves us forward in walking worthy of our calling as those
who are in the Lord.

This past year was a busy one for First Reformed Church, marked by celebrating
75 years as a congregation in Aberdeen. What a joy to have several of our
previous pastors return and to have letters from the others. There is so much to
be thankful for as so many contributed to the planning and preparations to make
it a special weekend.

There were more improvements made to the church facilities. We purchased the
adjoining property as an initial step in our hope to expand our facility in the
future. We pray that God would open doors of opportunities for us to invite
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friends and see our church grow. But a larger facility will be important should
the Lord multiply our numbers.

The close bond we have as a congregation can be attributed to the sense that we
are a body of Christ where each of us has been called to serve each other. There
are so many who are to be thanked, but this list has grown too large to mention
all that is done by the consistory, SS teachers, VBS volunteers, Bible study
leaders, project contributors to improve the church, fellowship organizers, music
facilitators, camp counselors, drivers, and the list goes on. But Jesus calls us all
as part of the body of Christ to use our gifts in serving in the church. So the list
should be extensive if not all-encompassing. That is the mark of a healthy
congregation.

Our membership increased by one from 94 communicant members and ended
with 95. This reflects one death and two received through confirmation. It is also
a great joy that two covenant children were born into the congregation toward
the end of the year. There are five students in the catechism class with two on
schedule to be confirmed.

The Second Annual Reformation Bible Conference was held featuring Rev.
Mark Vander Hart who presented two sessions on Saturday morning on the topic
of being Salt and Light in our Community and then he preached on Sunday.
Though he was much under the weather when he arrived, he was feeling much
better when he left.

Our pulpit was filled four times by our elders and then by Rev. Riffert at our 75"
Anniversary Celebration. This past year I preached 49 times in Aberdeen on the
Book of Romans, chapters 9-13 taking a break in summer to cover Psalms
42-51. 1 also preached at the Heidelberg Camp.

I can’t overstate how precious it is to have a consistory of men who willingly
give of their time in a desire to grow in their offices. Beginning this summer we
began work on improving how we function as a consistory out of a desire to
examine our biblical duties. It started in the summer with my DMin Class at
HTS where the subject was consistory development. Following this, the
consistory read a book entitled The Shepherd Leader which examined the
biblical qualities of those called to serve in a shepherding role in the church.
Upon finishing the book they discussed among themselves and implemented a
plan for family oversight of the congregation designed to know, lead, feed, and
protect the flock. Upon the consistory’s request, I preached five sermons, mostly
from John 10, on the qualities and duties of the shepherd in his care of the sheep.

In Coffee Chat we finished looking at biblical terms. I led the Men’s Early
Risers Bible Study through a book by J. Gresham Machen entitled Things
Unseen and have just begun a new study of Dr. John Murray’s book Redemption
Accomplished and Applied. The Women of Faith Group was also an active group
in Bible Study, organizing a Women’s Conference in Sioux Falls, and a Ladies
Tea, among other things.
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On behalf of the Northern Plains Classis, in my role as the President, I attended
the funeral of Rev. Jim West in California who was very dear to me and my last
pastor before entering seminary, and a good friend to me in ministry. My
Tuesday Wings hockey chapels continued in the Spring for their fifth season but
due to an ever-increasingly busy schedule, I withdrew myself as the team
chaplain before the current season. I hold chapels for the Prairie Heights Nursing
Home on the first Tuesday of each month and Elder Haak leads a song service
on a different Tuesday. I taught a class on Gospels in Kenya in the Spring and an
Introduction to Homiletics class through Zoom this Fall in the Philippines. On
the Synod level, I am active in the Foreign Missions Committee and head up the
Board for Reformed Faith & Life, the French-speaking ministry with Rev. Eric
Kayayan which met at Mid-America Reformed Seminary in August. I also lead
in our support of the Mission to Germany.

A note about how seriously the Aberdeen consistory takes its oversight
responsibilities. This summer, the Consistory approached me expressing concern
that I was overextended, and encouraged me to adjust some things to avoid
burnout. The first was the Wings Chapel and the next will be my teaching at
HTS. In God’s providence, Patty and I had been discussing changes we would
hope to make in this coming year as we move into the next 15 years. In the
coming months, some of the other planned changes include moving to a bigger
house with a smaller yard in town, and obtaining a vehicle a little higher off the
ground for me to get into. The Lord added one more change, no more hockey.
With every good intent, I signed up for a six-week fitness program in November
to lose some weight and get in better shape. The first session was intensive and
triggered several problems with my lower spine. The neurosurgeon said it would
take at least four months and recovery would be slow. I would also need to
adjust my life activities. I truly appreciated all of your prayers and care during
this time, it is very humbling. The way my consistory stepped in has also been a
source of great joy and I think a means by which the Lord has strengthened our
elders and church. They have taken a lead in the worship services and the
teaching of the catechism to the youth. The Lord is good in that I only missed
preaching one time early on even though for several months I had to sit on a
stool when preaching.

In conclusion, this year will mark 34 years since I was ordained as an RCUS
pastor. I began preaching several years before that. Through all of that, there
have been ups and downs, trials and frustrations, but also the wonder of seeing
God’s grace work in the lives of his people through the preaching of his word
and especially in the life of this sinful servant who cherishes that grace and
mercy of God more and more each year. Oh, how I yearn for the sanctification
of the Holy Spirit.

The Lord’s servant,
Rev. Hank Bowen
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Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

In so many places in the word of God, it breaks forth with so much comfort in
life and in death. Take for instance the implications of the following words from
I John chapter 3, verse 1: Scripture says, “Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God ...” Is
there any other kind of love so manifested to such undeserving people? Is there
any surpassing lovingkindness found anywhere? O the love of God which calls
things that should not be into existence due to His fatherly love richly supplied
unto us through the Lord Jesus Christ. Would that this His love sustain and keep
each one of you.

Over the previous year much has changed both at Eureka Reformed Church and
with the Hall family. It was last January that Pastor Hall and his daughter, Clara,
drove out to the Church from Ohio to preach and consider a call. What a
blessing. Eureka Reformed Church extended a call, it was accepted and
approved by Classis, and the Hall family moved into the charge in July 2023.

Since moving into the charge, the Hall family has been extremely thankful for
the improvements made to the parsonage and a garden that was planted and
maintained for the Hall family to enjoy. So many members worked together to
accomplish this goal, for which the Hall family is very thankful.

Preaching began immediately upon arrival. Pastor Hall preached sermons from
Hebrews, I Peter, Matthew, I John, I Samuel, and Luke from July to December.
In the upcoming year, Pastor Hall intends to continue to preach through I John,
have a Summer of Psalms series, and delve into Joshua, and Revelation. In
addition to the regular preaching schedule, Pastor Hall has been preaching at the
Eureka Nursing Home each month. When Eureka Reformed Church has the
Lord’s Supper, another chapel is set up for the home, and other members are
visited. Other members of the church and elders also attend.

Alongside the ministry of the word, the adult Sunday School needs some help.
Its launch in September fizzled out due to a calendar of conflicting events. In the
upcoming year, the Elders and Pastor hope that the calendar will be more
consistent, the subject matter interesting and relevant, and better attended. On
the other hand, the ladies who organized and ran the Vacation Bible School had
a wonderful turnout from many young people in town. We are so blessed to have
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these faithful servants of the Lord Jesus Christ demonstrate their gifts here at
Eureka Reformed Church.

Another thing to note about the Eureka Nursing Home is the staff reported to
Pastor Hall that visitation by other churches is rare and so are Sunday services.
Consequently, Pastor Hall spoke with the Activities Director and will be
providing two Sunday services each month for whoever will come.

Upon arrival, Pastor Hall was provided with a Member Directory. It was so sad
to see that between 2019 and 2023 fourteen members departed from this life and
entered the next. Pastor Hall knew them from his time serving the Church in
Herried. Over the past year, Eureka Reformed Church lost one member. Velma
Mehlhaff passed away on 12 September 2023 at the age of 95. She was a
member of the Eureka Reformed Church and was active in the Ladies Aid. She
was able to play the organ by ear and made the best kuchen. She also enjoyed
reading, making German food, raising zinnias, and collecting cookbooks. During
the week of the funeral, Velma’s family visited with Pastor Hall and wife,
Stefanie. They cried, laughed, recalled precious memories, and confessed so
many blessings from God.

With the loss of Velam, Eureka Reformed Church has 91 members. Pastor James
Grossmann’s family of six was transferred to another charge and Pastor Hall’s
family of six was received.

In the upcoming year, Pastor Hall would like to focus on crowning each success
from the people of God. For example, Pastor Hall would like to have a yearly
Heidelberg Banquet. This event would acknowledge — crown — each successive
completion of the Heidelberg Compendium, and Heidelberg Catechism section
(1-43; 44-87; and 89-129) for the Church, family, and friends. Also, Pastor Hall
is in talks with the founder of Life Wise Academy and the public-school
Superintendent to bring such a program to Eureka. The goal would be to provide
one hour of religious education during the week. The Lord willing, Eureka
Reformed Church may be able to provide a faithful Church for more growth in
Christ beyond that little introduction. Lastly, we are expecting a large group of
young people for Heidelberg Youth Camp this year, at least 10 people. Pastor
Hall will need some help with settling on a cost per child, vehicle(s) and
driver(s), and potential camp counselor(s).

In conclusion, please be reminded from the holy word of God about the present
and enduring truth of who you are in Christ. In I John 3, verse 2, we read,
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God ...” Rev. Grossman pointed out in last
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year's report that Eureka Reformed Church has been established for over one
hundred years. True. True. But we are also the children of God forever!

Respectfully and cordially,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Rev. Paul Henderson

Greetings dear brothers and fellow soldiers in the Lord’s Army,

Here is my brief report for the Calendar year 2023:

I finished my time as a full-time Minister of the Gospel in the Reformed Church
in the United States, on August 6, 2023, while serving among the saints of Hope
Reformed Church, Pierre, South Dakota. I served six and a half years or so, and
I praise God for allowing me this opportunity to do so. May our Lord send many
blessings upon them as they seek out a new under-shepherd.

I began my retirement phase of service after moving to Mitchell, South Dakota.
My family and I are now members of Grace Reformed Church and are presently
seeking to become acquainted with the church family, even as we seek to serve
among them.

Currently, I am serving as their Regular/Stated Pulpit Supply, until the Lord
sends them a minister. I also am helping with the Catechism and Confirmation
classes. It has been a real blessing to help them at this juncture of their
pilgrimage. I pray the Lord will continue to help me serve them faithfully. Also
this year I was privileged to serve on the Diaconal Committee of the R.C.U.S.
Synod, and the Heidelberg Camp and the Home Missions Committees of the
great Northern Plains Classis. May our God bless our efforts. Ps. 90: 16-17

Although I am not attending the Classis meeting this year, I will be praying that
the Lord will guide and direct you all, that you all might remain faithful and true
to His Word, steadfast in His service to His covenant people, and ever vigilant to
speak with and evangelize the lost sinners who live around you, who walk in
darkness, and who have nothing but an eternity of hellish torment ahead of them,
if they do not believe the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Romans 10:8—13 “But what
saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: that is, the
word of faith which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the
Lord Jesus Christ, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him from
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the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart, man believeth unto
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For
scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed. For there is
no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich
unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Paul H. Henderson

Rev. Dave Irwin

Dear Brethren in Christ Jesus,

“Truly my soul waiteth upon God: from Him cometh my salvation. He
only is my rock and my salvation; He is my defense; I shall not be greatly
moved. My soul, wait thou only upon God; for my expectation is from Him. In
God is my salvation and my glory: the rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in
God.” — Psalm 61:1-2, 5, & 7 (KJV)

Dear Fathers and Brothers in Christ Jesus,

In Psalm 61, we see that when our hearts are overwhelmed by the trials and
dangers of the world around us, we can cry out to the Lord wherever we are, and
trust that we will continue to abide in His presence. We can trust in this because,
through Christ, He has already been a shelter and a strong tower of defense
against the enemies of the past. In Christ, He has given us a share in the
inheritance of those who fear His Name. In Christ our King, we have for the
future ahead of us, an everlasting, eternal expectation of hope, because the One
who secures our protection and inheritance for us, King Jesus, rules and reigns
throughout the generations. He abides before the Father forever, and the Father
preserves Jesus' eternal, everlasting reign. And so we not only have the
experiences of the past and a present place in God's kingdom but also a secure
promise for the future, in Christ.

It has been my honor and privilege to serve as the pastor at Salem Reformed
Church in Ashley, ND through the year 2023. As a congregation, we met for
services an estimated 57 times this past year, including 52 regular Sunday
morning services (including New Year's Day), one Ascension Day service, two
Missionfest services (morning and afternoon), our evening Christmas program,
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and Christmas Day. As minister of Word and Sacrament, I had led the worship
for an estimated 51 of those services, preaching for 49 of them.

Sunday morning sermon series in 2023 included going through the books of
Haggai, Colossians, Philemon, II John, III John, and Malachi. Guest preachers in
2023 included Dr. Patrick Morgan from Heidelberg Seminary on Feb. 26, Elder
Larry Lynch on Easter Sunday, Mr. Matthew Dawn on April 16, Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg for our November 5 Missionfest services, and three reading
services led by Elders Vern Moos and Charles Dockter.

We celebrated the Lord's Supper four times this past year (March 19, June 25,
October 29, and December 10). We did not have any baptisms, confirmations,
weddings, or funerals in the church in 2023. We held approximately 14 Adult
Sunday School classes, focusing mostly on Genesis chapter 46 through Exodus
chapter 7. Sharron Meidinger continued her Sunday School class for lan Entzie.
We did not gain or lose any members in 2023. However, the number of visitors
to our services has noticeably increased over the past several months.

For the Classis, I continued to chair the Christian Education and Publications
Committee and serve on the Candidates and Credentials Committee. For our
Synod, I continue to chair the Board of Directors.

Outside of the church, I conducted or assisted with four funerals for members of
our community in 2023, I conducted 11 chapel services and led an estimated 22
Bible studies at the Ashley Medical Center. I also preached and led services at
the Reformed churches in Eureka seven times, Herried three or four times
(including two Missionfest services), Minot twice (for their Missionfest), and
Hope Reformed Church (ARC) in Westfield, ND at least five times. I also
chaired the meetings of the Ashley Ministerial Association and led the Salvation
Army bell-ringing campaign over the Christmas holiday. For our radio ministry,
“Start the Week” on KSJB AM-600, our program aired an estimated 49 times
out of 53 Sundays in 2023.

I found myself dealing with another round of Covid at the end of the year, right
after Christmas. This seems to have become a regular yearly occurrence lately.
Even after recovery, I found my physical strength diminished for well over a
month afterward. It's made the first couple of months of each new year a
challenge to simply get up and get going with the tasks at hand. Yet I feel the
need to be in and among the community, regardless of any potential risks.
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In Ashley at large, the community has been noticeably shrinking. When I first
accepted the call to Salem Reformed Church in Ashley at the beginning of 2017,
the town's estimated population was 730. The latest estimate from 2022 is down
to 603. I'm guessing that at the beginning of 2024, the population is now
somewhere around 595 people. Many of the homes in town are being purchased
by out-of-state hunters, and those homes remain empty for much of the year. I'm
sensing the local business and community leaders are getting seriously
concerned about our town's future. Approximately 5% of the town's population
live as residents at the nursing home. The nursing home is now at capacity, so
new nursing home residents are sent to facilities in neighboring towns and
counties. There are seven (7) churches in Ashley, and local churchgoers are
voicing concerns about how much longer the town can support that many
congregations. The Lutheran (ELCA) church has historically been Ashley's
largest congregation, and they are feeling the pressure of this population decline
more than anyone. They are without a pastor again and have no prospects of
obtaining an ordained minister for the foreseeable future. That makes my
ministry in the community as the “town parson” even more critical. I find myself
doing more pastoral visitations for the local Lutherans than for anyone else,
including our own Reformed folk. So far, our membership and finances at the
Reformed church are holding firm and steady. Though we are small, yet our
presence in the community is vital. Through the preaching of the Word from the
pulpit, over the radio, and through the local community cable TV channel, as
well as through other ministries in town, Christ is using our church to remind the
Christians of Ashley that our only hope in life and in death is indeed, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ.

I count it a privilege and an honor to be able to serve the needs of not only the
congregation of Salem Reformed Church but also of the other Christians in the
area as [ am allowed to expound the Scriptures and proclaim Christ Jesus. I look
forward to continuing to serve as the pastor at Salem Reformed Church in
Ashley throughout this new year.

Grace and Peace in Christ,
Rev. David B. Irwin.

Rev. Michael Lassley
Fathers and Brothers of the Northern Plains Classis,

Another year has come and passed and it’s already February. It sounds a bit
cliché to speak of how fast it has passed, but it has and Classis is right around
the corner. In many ways, it seems this past year has been a year of preparation.
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In this endeavor, the Lord has blessed us with a great degree of unity and we
have come a long way in building up the body of Christ here at Covenant
Reformed Church. In our Sunday services, after having finished preaching
through the book of Daniel we embarked on Paul's first letter to Timothy in
preparation for preparing the church to nominate and elect new officers. Prior to
this, our Consistory agreed to adopt a program of prerequisite training for any
officers nominated to serve the Church. Leadership was also the focus of our
men’s studies this year past year. The fruits of this labor resulted in the
nomination, election, and installation of Nick Knock and Silas Henderson to the
office of Deacon; two men who have since been a great blessing in their service
to the church.

During this time we also maintained an emphasis on prayer and the gospel as we
taught through the first, and into the second book of the Psalms, the beginning of
Mark’s Gospel, and The Whole Christ by Sinclair, Ferguson along with an
overview of The Canons of Dort during our midweek ministry and Covenant
Life Groups on Sunday mornings respectively.

Prayer was offered at the opening of the Watertown City Council meetings at
various times throughout the year as well as hosting a regular prayer meeting for
the church on Sunday evenings.

2023 also brought new ministry opportunities in the towns of Summit and
Brookings; involving chaplaincy rounds at the Coffee Cup Travel Plaza in
Summit and a Bible study at the Cottonwood Coffee Shop in Brookings; both of
which have been a great encouragement to myself and the church as we patiently
plant and water and pray and watch for the Lord to give growth.

Three souls were added to our membership in 2023; Jake and Amy Dehoog
transferred in from the URC in Idaho and Gabriel James Barthel was born to
Ben and Chelsea Barthel in late December.

The Wednesday before our Thanksgiving Eve service, yours truly suffered a
stroke; apparently, high blood pressure runs in my family. Brothers and sisters, a
regular check-up would have revealed that; the saying is worthy of acceptance,
“an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.” So thankful for my wife, the
Church and its many prayers, and the talented medical teams entrusted to my
care during that time; all the means of God's grace and mercy that have me back
in the pulpit preaching today, though in weakness and with what has been
described as a thick, southern accent. What's more, several people say my
preaching has improved... what can I say but all glory to God, I will boast all
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the more in my weakness, for when I am weak, he is strong! What better way to
start a new year.

With the illusion of relativism seemingly fading in the eyes of culture and the
harsh reality that cultural Marxism isn't all that it’s cracked up to be, it appears
that there will be a great opportunity for the Church, for the plain preaching of
the gospel and the use of the ordinary means of grace for the salvation of souls
and growth of disciples in the upcoming year. Perhaps that is what the Lord has
been preparing us for. May we be found faithful and ready! Amen and amen.

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Michael Lassley

Rev. Kevin Pulliam

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. (Eph.
1:2)

Rachel, Ruth, and I have now been here in Minot, ND for a grand total of seven
months, although it has felt as if we have been here for a much longer period of
time. We have felt loved by everyone, and look forward to getting to know the
members even better going forward. Therefore, in the coming year, Rachel and I
will be inviting members into our home or inviting them out to lunch with the
express desire of getting to know them, as well as their getting to know us. We
value how the members of Christ’s church lay a high priority on the glory of
God, and how that fellowship is important to the life of the church. We rejoice
that in God’s providence, we’ve come to a church that shares a passion for
fellowship as well as a holding on to the truth of God’s Holy Word.

I am thankful to God and to those in the Northern Plains Classis who advised me
as I underwent the Licensure examination, which thankfully I sustained. The
Classis has required me to do some continuing study to better understand RCUS
history and some areas of Reformed Theology. I have taken some courses at
Heidelburg Theological Seminary to that end under the guidance of the
Classis. In August of 2023, I attended the Seminary and took a class in the
Reformed Distinctives of Worship. I took another class this past fall semester in
Church History, and on January 29-February 2, I took a third course on Biblical
Theology. The next semester I will take an Introduction to Apologetics,
Hermeneutics, and Homiletics. You should know that although I have and will
continue to take a few courses, the seminary has not charged me a fee. This task
is overwhelming but by the grace of God, I am making progress. However, I’d
ask that you continue to pray for the school, its faculty, and all those who serve
us in the school. In the future, I may be interested in enrolling in the DMin
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program so that I might serve the church more faithfully. Please pray that God
would allow me to do so.

This year, to the delight of my heart we have three catechumens. They are doing
excellent work and should be ready for confirmation by May.

For Classis, I was placed on the Heidelburg Camp Committee. However, I am
not certain when those discussions to plan for this summer’s camp activities
took place as they may have been unaware of my being added to the committee.
I do and am looking forward to serving our Classis and covenant children in this
way though.

For the short amount of time I have been able to preach here at CRC we have
been going through the Epistle of James, and I will be finished with our study of
that book by the second Sunday in March. I intend to then begin a series through
the book of Genesis. We will take monthly breaks from Genesis on the Sundays
that we take the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, allowing us to study passages
that pertain to the Lord's Supper or the Ten Commandments, as well as periodic
breaks in Genesis to study other passages.

On August 20", 2023 Rev. Irwin came and graciously served us from God’s
Word on Mission Fest. On August 18" 2024, Lord willing, Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg will be coming from Herreid, South Dakota with his wife
Angela and their son Ezra for our next Mission Fest. An invitation was extended
to them to stay with us since they will be taking a three-hour drive to come.

I am grateful for all those who faithfully serve this church in the playing of the
piano, for the ladies who faithfully come in every month to make our place of
worship sparkle, for the faithful service of our deacon and for the work he put
into being the congregational secretary at last year’s annual meeting, to our
faithful women’s Bible study teacher who taught the ladies' Bible Studies group
this past year on Wednesday nights, to our audio recording ministry for their
excellent, weekly work of recording the sermons and putting them on sermon
audio, and to everyone who serves this church by bringing delicious snacks for
our fellowship time after church and all who bring lunch items for us to enjoy
after we celebrate the Lord's Supper.

Finally, I’d like to thank our Elders who do many things for us, and for me, as
we look to serve this congregation together. May God continue to cause my love
to grow for all those both in Christ Reformed Church and in our Classis in the
name of Jesus Christ. I pray that the Lord our God would by His mercy and
grace continue to bless us and preserve us as I serve Him here in Minot, ND, and
as we labor in the Lord’s field of harvest.

Your fellow bondservant in Christ,
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Rev. Kevin Pulliam
Pastor, Christ Reformed Church

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

Esteemed Brothers in Christ,

In Romans, the Apostle Paul said this to the Christians in Rome, “First, I thank
my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout
the whole world.” (Romans 1:8) Compared to Rome, Herreid is a very small
world, yet I would like to thank my God through Jesus Christ for the
congregation at First Reformed Church and speak well of their faith.

First, I would like to thank God through Jesus Christ for their support and
prayers. This has been a bittersweet year for me personally and for the church as
well. I lost my mother on March 1*. By the time I read this, it will be a little over
the one-year anniversary of her death. As a pastor, I know how to help those
who are grieving, yet I don’t know how to grieve myself. As I tried to process it,
many things happened throughout 2023. We experienced the loss of Gladys
Pudwill and Chad Ochsner, the son of Bruce and Mardel Ochsner in the same
week. To be honest, I was an emotional wreck during it all. Stress may have
been one of the contributing factors for a gallbladder attack in August which
later led to gallbladder removal surgery. It was only by the grace of God, and the
congregation’s prayers that I made it through it. Though not as significant as the
death of loved ones, our church addition project has been providentially
hindered, yet we do hope to start it in 2024.

Even with the grief, loss, and roadblocks our congregation experienced joy, gain,
and growth. During the summer, McKenna Beck was confirmed. Tyler and
Christi Ries made a public profession of their faith with Christi, Waylon, and
Oaklyn being baptized. Lance Vander Vorst made a public profession of faith as
well. In September, Nicole Ochsner married Corey Graff. Two days later, Angie
and I welcomed our first child Ezra Creighton Schwichtenberg. In total, our
church gained four new communicant members and three new covenant
children. Statistically, our membership went up, which hasn’t happened in a
while. There is also a couple who recently expressed an interest in joining the
church. As it stands, our church consists of 46 communicant members and 16
covenant children. Glory be to God alone for His provision. Like I said, it was a
bittersweet year.
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Second, I would like to thank God through Jesus Christ for the use of the
congregation’s gifts. I know that I mention this frequently in my reports, yet it
would be wrong for me not to mention this since with every passing year, [ see a
maturing in faith. I am thankful for those who have been using their gifts for
many years whether that be church officers, pianists, food servers, cleaners,
teachers, or former treasurers. The older members have set an example that
younger members have witnessed and are now emulating. Many of the younger
adult members have stepped up to fill official and unofficial positions such as
treasurer, Sunday school teacher, lead organizer, and digital piano technician.
Also, this year, there were so many volunteers for Vacation Bible School that
besides the teachers, each volunteer only had to help for 1-2 days during that
week. It is a testimony that when everyone pitches in, the burden is lighter for
the whole church. There is a common phrase among churches that says, “20% of
the people do 80% of the work.” From my perspective, we are moving away
from that church stereotype.

As far as preaching is concerned, I finished my series in 2 Chronicles, and now I
am preaching through the Book of Revelation. I did a Bible study in Revelation
a couple of years ago, yet I thought it would be a good series for the whole
congregation to hear. I have often been drawn to Old Testament books, yet it
was time for me to move into the New Testament again. The nice part of
Revelation is that there are many Old Testament allusions, so I can still
incorporate the Old Testament frequently. As far as Sunday School, we looked at
Medieval church history. Both the congregation and I were having a hard time
with that period of church history, so we are now shifting to the Epistle to the
Galatians.

Respectfully Submitted in Christ,
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

Rev. Michael Voytek
Fathers and Brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

Recently during a Wednesday evening bible study in the Gospel of John, I noted
that our Lord Jesus Christ, while confronting the Pharisees, declared that He was
the “good shepherd” (John 10:11, 14) as opposed to “hirelings” (vs. 12-13) or in
essence “bad or evil shepherds” (Isa. 56:11; Jer. 10:21, 23:1-4, 25:34-38; Ezek.
34). In doing so, He was claiming to be “the Lord” whom David acknowledged
as his shepherd (Psalm 23) and the One to whom the psalmist Asaph cried out to
as “O Shepherd of Israel” (Psalm 80). He is our “Chief Shepherd” (1 Peter 5:4)
who cares for and feeds His flock, the church which He purchased with His own
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blood (Acts 20:28). What great comfort it should bring to us knowing that He
laid down His life for His flock and rose again and furthermore promises to
never leave or forsake us. Amen!

As I reviewed the progress that our Lord has wrought in the year 2023
concerning the church family at Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson, I noted a
variety of ways in which He has richly blessed His flock. Consider for a moment
the following: Throughout the year, the Chief Shepherd has fed His flock
through His Word and Spirit by the preaching and teaching ministry of the
church. For example, on Sunday mornings we completed the series of sermons
from the book of James and began a series of sermons from the book of
Ephesians. During our Wednesday night Bible study, we finished studying the
three letters of the Apostle John and began a series in the Gospel of John. Many
of those who have attended have expressed their appreciation for what they are
learning. We continued the confirmation class with two in attendance and four of
the covenant youth are preparing to make a public profession of their faith.
Furthermore, you can tell that Lisa Aune is doing a wonderful job teaching
Sunday school after the morning worship service by the excitement of the little
ones and their growth in knowledge and understanding of the Bible. Please pray
that the Lord will raise up more volunteers to help in the teaching of the children
in Sunday school. On that topic, we held three to four Sunday evening prayer
meetings this year focusing on asking the Lord’s blessing for evangelism,
outreach, and the building up of the church throughout the world.

Concerning attendance, we averaged 20 visitors per Sunday including several
families with small children. Our average total attendance was 36 per Sunday
not counting the members in Weiser, Idaho. Concerning church membership, we
decreased by two members this past year due to the transfer of Rev. David
Voytek to Grace Reformed Church, Willows, California, and the administrative
erasure of a member. On the other hand, we added one family to the membership
through reaffirmation of faith, and one individual through transfer from
Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, South Dakota. Also, we received three
families through transfer from Reformed churches in California and Idaho as
part of Covenant Reformed Chapel of Weiser, Idaho. As the report of statistics
shows, as of January 1%, 2024, we now have 19 communicate members and 13
baptized children. Thus we began the year with 13 baptized members and ended
with 32. Furthermore, this past Sunday (January 28") we received two more
families through a profession of faith including the baptism of one adult and the
baptism of 10 covenant children. Praise the Lord! Please pray that the Lord will
continue to add to our church family for the sake of the advancement of the
gospel and the lost souls in our community and the world.
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We have also been blessed by God through the exercise of the gifts of the
members in the care of the church weekly and in the maintenance of the church.
This past year we continued to hold Fun/Food/Fellowship gatherings as well as
occasional meals after the morning worship service. We also met for meals and
fellowship on special occasions such as Reformation Day, Thanksgiving, and
Christmas. Of special note, the first wedding in the church building was
performed on August 5™ as Mr. Kaden Cox and Miss Emma Lassley were joined
in holy matrimony. Through the faithful service of three young men, the
sermons are recorded and made available through sermonaudio.com to the ends
of the earth. In answer to our prayers, the Lord has raised up a gifted pianist who
has taken over the duties of playing the piano to assist in our singing unto the
Lord. Many others have faithfully served Christ and His church through their
prayers, financial giving, and service of love and mercy. Speaking of financial
giving, I have been greatly encouraged by what the Lord has done through the
members and visitors. As noted in the financial statistics, we were able to retire
over $42,000 in debt on the church building and the parsonage (which was sold
during the year), and at the same time we ended the year with a slight increase in
savings.

Another aspect of the ministry that the Apostle Paul mentioned in his charge to
the Ephesian elders recorded in Acts chapter 20 was that of oversight of the
flock. This responsibility includes both the faithful proclamation of the Gospel,
the proper administration of the sacraments, and Christian discipline (Belgic
Confession, chapter 29). I am pleased to report that the Spiritual Council takes
this responsibility very seriously, being zealous to guard and protect the flock.
The Lord’s table is properly guarded. Furthermore, we are in the process of
visiting each member family in fulfillment of our pastoral responsibilities. We
are greatly blessed by the faithful service of Elder Dan Aune. Furthermore,
inactive elder Derek Reis has been conducting the Sunday morning worship
service and teaching Sunday school at Covenant Reformed Chapel in Weiser,
Idaho for the past few months. We are thankful to the Lord for his faithful
service as well. Finally, the Lord has answered our prayers and moved the heart
of Mr. Jeremy Cox to be willing to be considered to serve a three-year term as a
deacon (to be voted on this coming Sunday at the annual congregation meeting).
Praise the Lord! Please pray that the Lord will raise up other church officers
(i.e., elders and deacons) to join in serving the Lord and his beloved church.

As we have been challenged in the past by our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ to
be His witnesses throughout the whole world (Acts 1:8), we have faithfully
attempted to be lights and witnesses to the lost both far and near. We do so
through our website (grcdickinson.org), Facebook presence, the phone directory,
and the uploading of the sermons on sermonaudio.com. In 2023, there were over
9,300 sermon downloads and almost 1,000 video plays of the worship services
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by people from around the world. We also have invitation postcards, gospel
tracts, and other literature available for use to invite others to the church. Please
pray for the Lord’s blessing in this important area of outreach. Furthermore, the
Northern Plains Classis Home Missions committee is evaluating the possibility
of establishing Covenant Reformed Chapel in Weiser, Idaho as a mission work
of the RCUS. Concerning the status of Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson as
a mission work, we came off classis mission support in December of 2023 and
will come off support from Synod in June of this year. Since we are still
considered a mission work of Synod, we are asking that we receive the Synod
Day of Prayer for Home Missions offering to reduce the debt on the church
building. Please pray for the Lord to provide the needed financial resources for
the continuation of the ministry that He has called us to do.

Concerning ministry opportunities that the Lord provided for me in 2023 besides
the honor and privilege of serving as pastor (under shepherd) of Grace Reformed
Church of Dickinson, I was able to visit the brethren at Covenant Reformed
Chapel, Weiser, Idaho in August and again in November. During the November
visit, I was asked to preach, baptize one covenant child, and serve the Lord’s
supper. What a blessing! In August, the Lord opened a door of outreach at
Dickinson State University (DSU) when the administration agreed to allow me
to teach Biblical Hebrew on campus. Unfortunately, the students had already
registered for classes before the course was approved. I still ended up with four
students including the librarian at DSU, two students in the Philippines, and one
in Kenya. Please pray that the DSU administration allows me to teach it again in
the Fall of this year. I have had a couple of Administration staff express their
willingness to promote the course among the students. Also, during the year I
was asked to teach Old Testament courses for both Heidelberg Theological
Seminary (for students in Africa) and City Seminary of Sacramento (for students
in the States and the Philippines).

On a personal note, my wife Rebecca and I are so grateful to the Lord for being
able to attend the graduation of our son David from Mid-America Reformed
Seminary in Dyer, Indiana in May (thus the reason for my absence from the
meetings of Synod) and his wedding to Rachel Wills in Sacramento in July. It
was also an honor and blessing to be asked to bring the pastoral charge to David
when he was ordained to the gospel ministry and installed as pastor of Grace
Reformed Church in Willows, California in September. Furthermore, I was
pleasantly surprised when my son Abraham and his fiancée Nicole asked me to
officiate their wedding which was held in Montana a week after David’s
graduation in May. Finally, I was honored to be asked to bring the charge to the
congregation of Christ Reformed Church of Minot, North Dakota in October
when Rev. Kevin Pulliam was installed as pastor. For your information, the
church in Minot was my first pastoral charge after graduating from seminary so
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it was a blessing to visit with so many of the members that I once served as their
pastor.

I would like to conclude this brief report with an exhortation from Psalm 67.
God has abundantly blessed us this past year and it is my prayer that He will
continue to do so in the coming years. With these blessings come responsibility
and we need to take this to heart. God has a purpose in blessing us, and it is not
necessarily for ourselves. In the first two verses of Psalm 67, we read the
following: “God be merciful unto us and bless us; and cause his face to shine
upon us. That thy way may be known upon earth, thy saving health among all
nations.” Here we learn that God blesses His people in order that others would
come to know Him and His salvation. We are blessed to be a blessing to others.
Will we grasp this truth and run with it to the glory of God, or will we fall into
the same sin that plagued Israel throughout her long sojourn here on earth? May
God grant us the grace to fulfill His purposes. Amen.

Your fellow bondservant of Christ,
Rev. Michael Voytek

Elder Report, Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, SD
Grace Reformed Church — Mitchell South Dakota.

As almost everyone in the Northern Plains Classis knows, it was a trying year
for Grace Reformed Church. At the end of March 2023, our pastor, Kevin
Carroll, resigned because of negligence and gross sin. Because of his sinful
actions, he was put under discipline by our spiritual counsel and deposed as a
pastor in the RCUS. Shortly after these events, Kevin and his family decided to
move to Sioux Falls. With the assistance of the spiritual counsel at Trinty
Reformed Church in Sioux Falls and the executive committee of NPC, we began
working towards his repentance and restoration in the church. As of this writing,
Kevin has been a regular attendee of Trinity Reformed Church and shows every
sign of repentance. Our spiritual counsel lifted the discipline of Kevin in the fall
of this year.

While this was a difficult and heavy blow for our church, the Lord has continued
to bless us during this time. The moral and spiritual welfare of the church has
been good throughout the year, and we have been blessed by many excellent
sermons from the pulpit supply that the Lord has provided for us. We have also
been blessed with new members joining our church. In August of this year, Rev
Paul Henderson retired to Mitchell, he and his family have gladly been accepted
into warm fellowship with Grace Reformed Church. Rev Henderson and his
family have fit right in; they have been a true blessing in many ways. We would
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also like to thank Rev Henderson for accepting an offer to be our stated pulpit
supply as we search for a new pastor. He has provided many edifying and
excellent sermons for us, and as many of you already know, Rev Henderson’s
pastor’s heart is second to none. While over the years we have always had great
sermons being preached from our pulpit, it has become evident to the spiritual
counsel that we have not had true “pastoring” of our flock. The fact that the
Lord has provided this to us now, in our time of most need, is truly humbling
and awe-inspiring. We are thankful for it.

Beyond the good spiritual health of the church, we have also been blessed with
very good temporal health. Giving has been as strong as it has ever been and we
have been able to make quite a few improvements and fixes to our church
building. We have also decided to sell our parsonage and when we have our next
Pastor, we will give him the choice of either a parsonage provided by the church
or increase living allowances so that our pastor can invest in owning a home.

As of now, our pastor search has not brought fruit. We are continuing to look,
and the Lord has continued to provide different options for us to explore. We are
both anxious to call a new pastor and content in waiting on the Lord for the right
person at the right time.

In closing, we want to extend our sincere thanks to all of the Northern Plains
Classis, for their support, prayers, and advice. The Classis body has not only
provided oversight and guidance but also true Christian fellowship.

Sincerely,
Elder Tom Savage, Clerk

Elder Report, Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD
Dear Saints of Hope Reformed Church and the Northern Plains Classis,

The year 2023 has been a season of change for Hope Reformed Church. We
began the year continuing the Gospel ministry in Pierre under the pastoral care
of Rev. Henderson. We celebrated the confirmation of Amy Henderson upon her
successful examination on March 12", The following week, on March 19", Rev.
Henderson submitted his resignation as pastor of Hope and announced his entry
into retirement. He committed to continuing his service through August 6.
During that time he completed his sermon series in Galatians and worked to
secure a home in Mitchell, SD. A farewell-thee-well and happy retirement party
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was held on Rev. Henderson’s final Sunday with many visitors in attendance.
The congregation is sincerely grateful to Rev. Henderson and the many
contributions of his family during their time with us.

Following Rev. Henderson’s departure, Hope has labored to continue the
ministry in Pierre. We have received pulpit supply from various ministers — Rev.
Harvey Opp, Rev. Dr. J.P. Mosley, and Rev. William Haddock. We are also
grateful to Mr. Dave Johnson and Mr. Larry Lynch, students at Heidelberg
Theological Seminary, for the pulpit supply. Rev. Haddock, Hope’s Pastor
Emeritus, has supplied as needed and has recently completed a series from I
John. In December, Rev. Haddock again retired, this time from his employment
with the State of South Dakota. At his insistence, a party was NOT held, and
members expressed their well-wishes in their own way. We are grateful to Rev.
Haddock for his willingness to serve in the preaching labors at Hope.

We have continued to maintain the midweek meeting of prayer and Bible study.
Before his departure, Rev. Henderson led a study from “Called to Watch for
Christ’s Return” by Martyn McGeown. Teaching series from Ligonier Ministries
have been used for our study in the fall and winter. We have utilized the topical
series “Dealing With Difficult Problems” by RC Sproul and a study by Michael
Reeves entitled “The Fear of the Lord” which helped us examine how a
Christian is to rightly fear God. On November 22™ we took a break from our
video series and began our Thanksgiving celebrations with singing and a
devotion from Psalm 136.

We have likewise sought to maintain our training of the youth of the
congregation. We have three teachers for two youth Sunday School classes and
Elder Fickbohm leading confirmation with two enrolled students. These
endeavors remain a challenge with the busy pace of life leading to sporadic
meetings. It is our continued prayer that the Lord will bless these labors and
reinforce the training our youth receive at home and in school through the labors
of Hope.

During the year we have dismissed five members, bringing our communicate
members to fifteen. We have been encouraged by five regular visitors that we
hope the Lord will bring into the membership of the church. We have worked to
improve our online presence with an eye on online advertising in 2024.

With all the work being done, we are more and more aware of our need for a
pastor at Hope. Not to do the work we have taken up, but to see to the spiritual
needs of the congregation. As we prayerfully search for the next man God is
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raising up to be our pastor, we have prayerfully considered eleven men ranging
from students for the ministry to RCUS ministers and various individuals who
have responded to our posting on the RCUS website. Conversations of varying
degrees have been had with four of those men. While we do not yet have a man
we have been led to call as a candidate, we have had encouraging conversations
and it has been very inspiring to get to know the men the RCUS has invested in
training for the ministry. We ask for your continued prayers on our behalf and
look forward to your continued care and support as we seek to see the Gospel
ministry continue at Hope Reformed Church.

Respectfully submitted,
Elder Matthew Fickbohm

XI. Constitutional Questions to the Elders

The President asked the Elder delegates that were present the Constitutional
Questions from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the
United States. The following are the questions that were read and the answers
that were given:

1. Are the doctrines of the Gospel preached in your charge in their purity,
agreeably to the word of God?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

2. Is careful attention given to the instruction of the youth for
confirmation, the reception of members into the Church, and the Christian
nurture of the members?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

3a. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is visitation faithfully
performed?

All Elder delegates answered Yes, except for the Elder from Pierre who
answered No.

3b. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is Christian discipline
faithfully exercised according to the Constitution?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

Page 56 of 77



4. Are the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper properly
administered in accordance with the constitution?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

Sa. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Classis paid according to the Guidelines for Giving? All
Elder delegates answered Yes, except for the written answers received from
Ashley which answered No.

5b. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies
sent promptly to the Classis treasurer?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

5c.  In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Synod paid according to the Guidelines for Giving?

All Elder delegates answered Yes except for the Elder from Ashley, Herreid,
Pierre, and Watertown who answered No.

5d. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies
sent promptly to the Synod treasurer?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.

6. Are the church records properly kept?
All Elder delegates answered Yes.

7a. Is the temporal contract between minister and people fulfilled in your
charge?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.
7b. Is the temporal contract between minister and people adequate to meet his
temporal needs?

All Elder delegates answered Yes.
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XII. Numerical & Statistics Reports
See the Appendix of the Abstract for this Report.

XIII. Reading of the Standing Rules

The Standing Rules were not read due to a motion to suspend the reading of the
standing rules.

XIV. Classis Fraternal Delegates Reports

There were none to report.

XV. Address and / or Reports of Fraternal Delegates & Visitors

The body heard a report from President Bowen who visited the American and
Canadian Reformed Churches, Manitoba, Canada.

Elder Hoogerdijk from Grace Reformed Church of the Canadian Reformed
Churches of Winnipeg addressed the body with a report.

XVI. Special Order

Missions & Church Planting report was provided by Revs. Voytek and Lassley.
The same were sent on behalf of Classis to attend Mid-America Reformed
Seminary’s Church Planting Conference.

XVII. Standing Committee Reports

Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in
their final, amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.

A. Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services, & Interchurch
with Examinations & Licensure

Your committee received the following reports: Report of Christian Education,
Publications Committee, the Heidelberg Youth Camp Special Committee,
Interchurch Relations Committee and makes the following recommendations:
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Recommendation 1: With regards to Recommendation #1 of the Heidelberg
Youth Camp Special Committee that the budget and registration fees (attached)
be adopted.

Recommendation 2: With regards to Recommendation #2 of the Heidelberg
Youth Camp Special Committee that the theme of “Inside Out Living” be
adopted as the theme of HYC 2024.

Recommendation 3: With regards to Recommendation #3 of the Heidelberg
Youth Camp Special Committee that the collections during HYC 2024 be
designated for Heidelberg Theological

Seminary’s Building Campaign (first collection) and the RCUS endowment fund
in support of retired ministers and widows (second collection).

Recommendation 4: With regards to Recommendation #4 of the Heidelberg
Youth Camp Special Committee that congregations take note of the registration
deadlines for early registration (by May 31*) and final registrations (no later
than June 30™) and that congregations be encouraged to submit registrations as
early as possible.

Recommendation 5: With regards to Recommendation #1 of the Christian
Education Committee that Elder Matt Fickbohm continues as editor of the
Northern Plains Chronicles for the 2024 Classical year.

Recommendation 6: With regards to Recommendation #2 of the Christian
Education Committee that the following quarterly due dates for reports by the
congregations to the Northern Plains Chronicles and publication dates be
approved:

Issues Due Dates for Reports Publishing Target Dates
January-March Wed., April 3, 2024, Friday, April 5, 2024.
April-June Wed., July 10, 2024, Friday, July 12, 2024.
July-October Wed., November 6, 2024, Friday, November 8, 2024.
September-December Wed., January 8, 2025, Friday, January 10, 2025.

Recommendation 7: With regards to Recommendation #3 of the Christian
Education Committee that the Northern Plains Classis continue utilizing the
services of Sermon Audio, and that the Classis fund the $59.95/month
($720/year) cost of using the service.
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Note: Northern Plains Classis Churches should consider utilizing Sermon Audio
through the Northern Plains Classis account.

Recommendation 8: With regards to Recommendation #4 of the Christian
Education Committee that the traditional Language Catechism project be
re-committed to the CE&P Committee for another year. Take Note.

Recommendation 9: With regards to the Permanent Interchurch Relations
Recommendation #1 that the Permanent Inner Church Relations Committee of
the Northern Plains Classes recommends additional conversation with our
Canadian brothers to investigate how we might work together for mutual
fellowship and the partnership of the spreading of the Gospel.

Recommendation 10: With regards to the Permanent Interchurch Relations
Recommendation #2 that On April 2, 2024 at 9 am CDT, the Presbytery of the
True Dakotas OPC, will convene at the building of Bethel OPC. The Northern
Plains Classis should make every effort to send a delegate to the meeting. Take
note.

Respectfully submitted: Rev. Hank Bowen, Elder James Fischer, Elder Charles
Dockter, Rev. Kevin Pulliam

B. Missions

The Standing Missions Committee brings the following recommendations.

Recommendation # 1: That Funding for a Northern Plains Evangelist located
and serving in Brookings, South Dakota be adopted by the 2024 Northern Plains
Classis with the following budget and funding for living expenses:

$ 20,000.00 — Northern Plains Classis - $ 10,000.00 — Mission Seed Fund
$20.000.00 - 23,000.00 from Self-employment/Working in the city itself.

Total Funding = $ 50,000.00 — 53,000.00

Recommendation #2 That the following preliminary Job Description for an
Evangelist/Missionary be adopted as a tool to present to any candidate who may
be interested.

1. To agree to the proposed resources and budget to accomplish this work.
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2. To agree to focus on getting to know the residents of the target area (in the
immediate case the City of Brookings), by living and working there to become a
part of the life of the city and its people.

3. To focus on “sowing the gospel seed” in the city through weekly, and possibly
multiple Bible studies, home visits, and “street evangelism”, that is by speaking
directly about Jesus Christ, His salvation, and the call to repent that they might
be saved; to do this among the different sinners, unbelievers, and
non-churchgoers whom they meet in the course of their day.

4. To seek to gather a saved group of individuals and families that they, in due
time might desire to organize as a congregation of the RCUS (knowing that the
evangelist will not be their pastor; in other words, they know ahead of time the
set steps and course of action).

5. To be a *member, regularly attend the overseeing congregation (in the
Brookings work it would be the Covenant Reformed Church at Watertown), and
encourage any converts or disciples to do the same.

*The evangelist is to be personally part of the Spiritual Council.

6. To pray and fast regularly as they go about their evangelizing labors; also, to
keep in contact with the Home Missions Committee members on their needs,
concerns, and the work that our Lord is doing. There would be at least two (2)
steady contacts.

7. To commit to a two (2) to three (3) year period of service such that if there is
no progress and/or no conversions and/or no interest by others, they might be
willing to relocate to another city as directed by the Classis, such as Fargo, ND,
and/or into the Sioux Falls area to seek out another field where they might sow
the gospel word.

Recommendation #3: That the congregations of the Northern Plains Classis be
encouraged to pray that God would raise up men fit and qualified to be sowers
(evangelists) and reapers (church planters) of the gospel for the Northern Plains
Classis and for the other Classes of the RCUS. (Matt. 9:35-38, John 4:34-38)
Take Note
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Recommendation #4: That the consistories of the Northern Plains Classis
determine a time during the 2024 classical year to have a special offering for
Grace Reformed Church in Dickinson, ND designated to help pay down their
current church building debt.

Recommendation #5: That the Permanent Missions Committee send an
evaluation committee to investigate the viability of the group in Wieser, ID
becoming an approved mission work of the Northern Plains Classis.

Recommendation #6: That the Northern Plains Classis continue to fund 75% of
the cost of the Salem Reformed Church of Ashely, ND radio broadcast “Start of
the Week” through February 2025.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg Elder Doug Haak
Elder Elton Dockter Elder Rod DeJong
C. Judicial

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,
Your committee brings the following:

In Article 175 of the RCUS Constitution, strike everything after the semicolon
and replace with “according to Article 5.”

Grounds:

1. The former minister in question no longer has credential and no longer a
member of classis.

2. The former minister is yet a member of the local church.

This allows the Spiritual Councils to do their work.
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Respectfully submitted, Rev. David Irwin, Rev. Jimmy John Hall, Elder James
Synder, and Elder Matthew Beck

D. Finances, Benevolences, & Ministerial Aid

Your committee received the following items: Overture from Christ RC on
behalf of Rev. and Mrs. Phil Poe. Overture from Hope RC on behalf of Mrs.
Lena Jones.

Report of the Permanent Diaconal Committee.

Report of the Auditing Committee.

NPC Treasurer’s Report.

Referral of Proposed Overture from President’s Report Regarding Ministerial
Aid Requests

The following reimbursement requests:

Aberdeen (Bowen): $321.75
Ashley (Irwin): $37.44

Eureka (Fischer): $269.10
Pierre (Fickbohm): $369.72
Watertown (DeJong): $468.00

Your committee makes the following recommendations:

1) With regards to the ministerial aid request for Rev. and Mrs. Poe, that
the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture the Synod of the RCUS
for ministerial aid of $21,600 annually (no change) on behalf of Rev.
and Mrs. Phil Poe.

2) With regards to the ministerial aid request for Mrs. Lena Jones, that the
NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture Synod of the RCUS for
ministerial aid of $9,600 annually (no change) on behalf of Mrs. Lena
Jones.

3) With regards to the Permanent Diaconal Committee Report, take note.

4) That the following recommendations from the Auditing Committee
Report be adopted, including its recommendations as follows:
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a. That the Treasurer’s books be declared to be in order.

b. That the Heidelberg Youth Camp Treasurer’s books be
declared to be in order.

¢. That Elder Matthew Fickbohm be commended for his work as
Treasurer.

5) With regards to the Classis Presidents proposed overture, that the NPC
Stated Clerk be directed to overture the Synod of the RCUS as follows,
including the following grounds:

“That the process for submission and oversight of ministerial aid
requests be changed by the Synod such that the synodical Permanent
Diaconal Committee be directed to oversee, in coordination with local
consistories (as appropriate), the process of submission of ministerial
aid requests and submit all recommended requests via its committee
report. The Permanent Diaconal Committee is to consider the work of
local consistories, which would submit requests to the Committee
rather than the classis, and, in cases where a minister or his widow does
not have a particular relationship to an RCUS congregation, to work
directly with the minister or his widow to bring the request before the
synod, as appropriate.”

“Grounds: 1) The proposed changes moves the synodical process of
handling ministerial aid requests to the oversight of the diaconal
committee in keeping with the synods provision of diaconal aid to
ministers and their wives who are unable to otherwise provide their
temporal needs.

2) The proposed change creates a permanent point of contact (the
Synod Diaconal committee) in cases when a minister is no longer
affiliated with an RCUS congregation, lives outside the bounds of the
classis where his credentials are held, etc.

3) The proposed change creates a greater opportunity for delegates of
the Synod to understand the need brought before it for consideration
before the annual meeting of the Synod.

4) The proposed change streamlines the process of submission of
ministerial aid requests by eliminating the need for classis stated clerks
to submit overtures to the synodical stated clerk, who in turn submits it
to standing committees.”
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6) With regards to the reimbursement requests for the Spring Meeting,
that all be granted in the total amount of $1,466.01.

7) That the dues and guidelines for 2024 be set at: Classical Dues $10 ($4
increase), Missions $20 ($4 decrease), Missions Seed $30 ($5
increase), Student Development: $2 (no change), and $3 Youth Camp
(no change); making the total dues and guidelines $65 ($5 increase).

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Michael Lassley Rev. Michael Voytek

Elder Rod DeJong Elder Matthew Fickbohm
E. Nominations

Recommendations:

1. That the following nominations be approved (underlined name is the
convener of the committee):

Executive: Bowen, Hall, Fickbohm

Assistant to the Clerk: Haak

Auditing: Haddock, DeJong, Aune

Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, Haak

Candidates & Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff, Snyder

Christian Ed. & Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, Strong
Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, Kappas

Home Missions: Voytec, Lasley, Savage, C. Mehlhaff
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Interchurch Relations: Bowen, C. Dockter, Pulliam

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Michael Lassley, Elder C. Dockter, and Elder Doug Haak

F. Excuses

Your committee has received the following requests for excuses from this year’s
Classis meeting: Elder Dan Aune due to family obligations, Elder Tom Savage,
and Elder Kevin Schnabel due to work obligations.

Recommendation #1: That the following delegates be excused from all
meetings of classis — Elder Dan Aune, Elder Tom Savage, and Elder Kevin
Schnabel.

Respectfully submitted,

Reve. Kevin Pulliam, Rev. David Irwin, and Elder James Fischer

XVIII. Miscellaneous Reports & Other Business

A. Expression of Appreciation to the Hosting Congregation

That the following expression of thanksgiving be printed in the abstract and in
this Sunday's bulletin”

“The Delegates of the 39™ Northern Plains Classis wish to extend their heartfelt
thanksgiving to the beloved saints of Christ Reformed Church of Minot, ND for
their Christian love, and hospitality in hosting us. We are grateful for the
arrangement and delicious food you provided for our stay!

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk’s Report & Executive Committee’s
Report

The Stated Clerk's Report and Executive Committee's Minutes were adopted by
the Northern Plains Classis.

XIX. Reading of the Minutes
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At the end of the business meeting, the minutes were read and corrected. The
President asked, “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since there were no
objections, he declared the minutes approved as corrected.

XX. Adjournment

Elder Fickbohm moved that the Classis adjourn to the 40" Annual Spring
Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis to begin on March 6" and 7%, 2025 at
1:00pm (CST) at Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, SD.

The Classis adjourned at 4:15 on Friday, March 8, 2024.

A. Roll Call

The final roll call showed seven ministers and seven elders present for a total of
fourteen, a quorum.

B. Devotions

The Northern Plains Classis closed it session on Friday, March 8, 2024, with a
devotion lead by Elder Snyder reading and applying 2 Thessalonians 1:1-3.

C. The Apostles’ Cree, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction & Doxology

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's
Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction and lead the Assembly in the
singing of the Doxology.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall, Stated Clerk
Appendix

Treasurer’s Report

Northern Plains Classis

Statement of Financial Position / Year Ending December 31%, 2023*
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2023 2022
Total Total
Current Assets:
Cash 5 50,261 5 58,602
Certificate of Deposit 25,552 7,823
Total Assets: 73,813 66,425
Current Liabilities: - -
Total Net Assets § 75,813 5 66,425

Change
5 (8,341)

17,725

*The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.

Statement of Activities / Year Ending December 31, 2023*

Page 68 of 77



*The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.

el i b d o e
FUND
Mission Student Youth 2023 2022
Classis Missions Seed Development _ Camp Total Total
Beginning Cash $19,348 S 9530 $27,880 § 1844 § - $58603 S 42,463
Beginning CD 1,000 - 6,822 - - 7,822 7,805
Total Beginning 20,249 9,530 34,702 1,844 - 66,425 50,268
Income:
Dues/Guidelines 4,080 8,160 14,884 816 1,224 29,164 25,452
Interest 62 - 458 - - 360 33
Total Income 4,142 8,160 15,382 816 1,224 29,724 29,485
Expenses:
Travel 7,247 3,451 - 716 - 11,414 1,766
Startthe Week - 2,813 - - - 2,813 2,475
Grace Refermed - 2,300 - - - 2,3C0 5,700
Remit to HYC - - - - 1,224 1,224 1,323
Stipends (SR 13) 1,150 - - - - 1,130 1,150
Sermen Audio - 599 - - - 599 599
Abstracts 753 - - - - 753 200
Various Exp. 83 - - - - 83 114
Total Expenses 8,234 2,163 - 716 1,224 20,336 13,327
Ending Cash 14,257 8,527 25,533 1,944 - 50,262 58,603
Ending CD 1,000 - 24,551 - - 25,551 7,822
Total Ending $15,257 S 8,527 S 50,085 $ 1,944 $ - $75,813 $ 66,425
Total Student Developrment: 716 -
General Operating:
Stipends - Standing Rule 13 1,150 1,150
Instal lation & Ordination Travel 996 -
Interchurch Trawvel 115 -
Abstracts - Printing 753 200
General 1,105 768
Total General Qperating: 4,119 2,11
Total Expenseas: b= 20,336 S 13,327
Change in Net Assets: S 9,323 s 16,157
MNet Assets, Beginning of Year 56,425 50,268
Net Assets, End of Year S 75,213 = 66,425

Statement of Fund Balance / Year Ending December 31%, 2023*
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*The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
Notes to the Financial Statements / Year Ending December 31%, 2023*

Notes:
1.

The Classis operates on a calendar year fiscal year (January 1 —
December 31).

The statements are reported on a accrual basis accounting which focus
on matching expenditures and revenues of the period to that which they
pertain. The Classis financial activity through January 13%, 2024 was
evaluated to determine wit which period the transaction applied.

Accrual basis accounting includes the recognition of revenue not yet
received and an amount determined to be uncollectible. As the Classis
requires all dues to be received no later than November 30", no
analysis of dues not received has been performed.

The Classis holds a Certificate of Deposit with BankWest of Pierre, SD.
The terms are as follow:

Amount $25,000

Date of Issue March 24, 2023
Maturity May 24, 2024
Renewal 4.43%

Annual Yield Automatic

Pmt Frequency Every 3 months
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Interest Treatment Deposited Certificate

5. The Classis collects dues and guidelines for its activities. The
following reports the amounts received for 2023:
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Congregation:
Members {lan. 1, 2023):
Classical Dues:
Bud'yeted
Remitted
Difference
Hame Missions:
Budgeted
Rermitted
Difference
MissionsSeed:
Budgeted
Remitted
Difference
Youth Camp:
Budgeted
Remitted
Difference
Student Development:
Budgeted
Remitted
Difference

Aberdeen Ashley Dickinson Eureka Herried Minot Mitchell Pierra Watertown Totals
94 19 10 92 43 3 65 19 28 01
940 150 100 920 430 310 650 190 2830 4,010
940 150 100 930 430 310 660 190 2830 4,080
- - - 60 - - 10 - - it
1,880 330 200 1,840 360 620 1,300 330 560 8,020
1,880 330 200 1,960 360 620 1,320 380 560 8,160
- - - 120 - - 20 - - 140
2,840 570 300 2,760 1,290 930 1,950 570 340 12,030
5,699 335 300 2,540 1,290 930 1,980 570 340 14,884
2,379 {239) - 180 - - 30 - - 2,854
252 57 30 276 129 93 195 57 84 1,203
252 57 30 234 129 93 198 57 84 1,224
= = = 18 = = 3 = = 21
133 38 20 134 36 62 130 3 36 302
133 38 20 196 36 62 132 3 36 3l
- - - 12 - - 2 - - 14

Respectfully Submitted,
Matthew Fickbohm
Treasurer, NPC
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2023 Membership & Financial Statistics
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Standing Rules

10.

Organization
The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the first Thursday
in March and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it
has been disposed. (2009, 2021, 2022)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee,
and these proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an
election on the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes
shall be candidates until there is an election.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting
of Classis shall, before the date of the meeting, send the answers to the
questions placed before the elder according to Article 81 of the Constitution.
This copy shall be signed by all the elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated
Clerk.

Correspondence

The statistics, Credentials of Elders to Classis and the Mailing Addresses of
Delegates to Classis shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk by February Ist.
(2010, 2012)

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special committees of
Classis shall be completed and mailed or emailed to the Consistories of all the
Churches by February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Parochial
reports from all Ministers and Licentiates are to be sent to the President by
February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Excuses for these
requirements are to be made by written request to the Executive Committee of
Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks before
the meeting of Classis. (2012, 2014)

Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis
shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the
Executive Committee of Classis concerning constitutional matters and
procedures, as provided in Article 91, the answer shall, if the request is in order
and in written form, be presented in written form and relevant only to the item
in question.

All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of white paper
measuring 8.5 inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Financial
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I1.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The Classical dues shall be due on the first of November and are to be paid not
later than the 30th of November of the current year. (2013)

The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern
Plains Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each
fund.

The President of Classis shall receive two hundred dollars ($200.00), the Stated
Clerk shall receive five hundred dollars ($500.00), the Treasurer two hundred
dollars ($200.00), and Northern Plains Chronicle editor ($250) for the Classical
year. (2008, 2013, 2014, 2022)

Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose
congregations have paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and
those delegates who have attended all sessions or have been properly excused
by Classis.

The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for Classis
business, at the mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules.
When distance and time require public travel on public transportation to and
from Classis, or for Classis business, they shall be granted full fare. (2007,
2017)

Examinations

It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the
ministry and before installing ordained ministers from other denominations, to
require no less than an eight-month internship for them under the supervision of
a pastor of the Classis who has served in the Reformed Church in the United
States for at least five years. During this internship particular emphasis shall be
placed upon learning the peculiarities and practices of the RCUS. This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has
received a call or is licensed. (2010)

The Classis Executive Committee President along with the Home Missions
Chairman are charged with overseeing the contact with groups expressing
interest in forming an RCUS church within the Northern Plains Classis. (2022)
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