The Northern Plains Classis
2025 Abstract of the Minutes

40" Annual Spring Meeting
March 6™ — 7t A.D. 2025
Grace Reformed Church
Mitchell, South Dakota




Page 2 of 65




GUIDELINES FOR GIVING

Classical Dues: $13.00
Missions: $42.00
Missions Seed Fund: $15.00
Student Development Fund: $2.00
Youth Camp Guideline Fund: $3.00
Total: $75.00

OFFICERS OF CLASSIS

President: Rev. Hank Bowen

Vice President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg
Stated Clerk: Rev. Jimmy John Hall
Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm

PERMANENT COMMITTEES OF THE CLASSIS
*Underline Indicates Convener

Auditing: Haddock, DeJong, and Aune

Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, and Haak

Candidates and Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff, and Snyder
Christian Education and Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, and Strong
Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, and Kappes

Executive: Bowen, Hall, and Fickbohm

Home Missions: Voytek, Lassley, Savage, and C. Mehlhaff

Interchurch Relations: Bowen, Dockter, and Pulliam

Assistant to the Clerk: Haak
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MINISTERS OF THE WORD

Bowen, Hank (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
2726 Railroad Circle, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605) 824-8108 Email: rcushank@gmail.com

Haddock, William (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
627 North Jackson Ave, Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (605) 838-4326 Email: w.whaddock@gmail.com

Hall, Jimmy John (Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD)
309 H Ave (P.O. Box 25), Eureka, SD
Phone: (916) 202-5549 Email:
pastorjimmyjohn2028hall@gmail.com

Henderson, Paul (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
1221 Northridge Rd. (Corner of Foster & Northridge)
Mitchell, South Dakota 57301
Phone: (661) 910-2154
Email: hendohrcus@gmail.com

Irwin, Dave (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
220 1t Ave SW, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3265 Email: colossians2.10@gmail.com

Lassley, Michael (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
434 30" St NW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 881-4997 Email: michael.lassley@icloud.com

Poe, Phil (Retired)
2857 Prospect Dr., Fairborn, OH 45324
Phone: (701) 340-7666 Email: karenpoe70@yahoo.com

Pulliam, Kevin (Christ Reformed Church RCUS, Minot, ND)
1624 Foothills Rd SW, Minot, ND 58701
Phone: (816) 442-1068 Email: kpull80@gmail.com

Schwichtenberg, Cody (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
PO Box 724, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2209 Email: codyrcus@gmail.com

Voytek, Michael (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
792 9th Ave W, Dickinson, ND 58601
Phone: (209) 327-8150 Email: pastorvoytek@gmail.com
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PRIMARIUS ELDERS

Aune, Dan (Grace RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
3545 92" Ave S.W., Taylor, ND 58656
Phone: (701) 260-4150 Email: dan@wellproinc.com

Beck, Matthew (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
10861 318 Ave, Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 437-2662 Email: johndeeremkb@gmail.com

DeJong, Rodney (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
3517 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 881-5920 Email: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Dockter, Charles C. (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
PO Box 515, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3403 Email: violalchascdoc@msn.com

Fickbohm, Matthew (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2012 Tiree Dr., Fort Pierre, SD 57532
Phone: (605) 280-9330 Email: mfickbohm@gmail.com

Fischer, James (Eureka Reformed Church RCUS, Eureka, SD)
33520 108" St, Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 284-2263 Email: jzfischer@valleytel.net

Haak, Doug (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
80 S. Aldrich St, Aberdeen, SD, 57437
Phone: (605) 290-1128 Email: ddhaak@abe.midco.net

Schnabel, Kevin (Grace Reformed RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
42842 268™ St. Emery, SD, 57332
Phone: (605) 770-2493 Email: kcschnabel@triotel.net

Snyder, James (Christ Reformed Church RCUS, Minot, ND)
2300 19" Ave NW, Minot, ND 58703
Phone: (701) 240-9402 Email: thesnyders@srt.com
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SECUNDUS ELDERS

Dockter, Elton (Christ RCUS, Minot, ND)
1741 Evergreen Ave. SW, Minot, ND 58701
Phone: (701) 720-5794 Email: 94encd@gmail.com

Meidinger, Ron J (Salem Reformed Church RCUS, Ashley, ND)
615 Center Ave. N, Ashley, ND 5813
Phone: (701) 288-3374 Email: none

Mehlhaff, Earl (Eureka Reformed Church RCUS, Eureka, SD)
P.O. Box 483, Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 284-2698 Email: emehlhaff@valleytel.net

Mehlhaff, Craig (First Reformed Church RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
P.O. Box 162, Akaska, SD 57429
Phone: (605) 229-3287 Email: craig.m@venturecomm.net

Savage, Tom (Grace Reformed RCUS, Mitchell, SD)
221 W 3 Ave, Lennox, SD, 57039
Phone: (605) 252-8564 Email: tjsavagel3@gmail.com
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CHURCHES IN NORTH DAKOTA
Ashley, ND 58413..........cccorreemeereeeeeeeeeeereeresssssen (701) 288-3265

Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9 AM; SS: 10:15 AM

Pastor: Dave Irwin

Website: www.facebook.com/SalemReformed
Email: SalemRCUS@gmail.com

Dickinson, ND 58601........ccccccerviirnennenineninenenns (701) 590-5935
Grace RCUS, 229 3 Street West, Dickinson, ND 58601
Worship: 10 AM; Bible Study: Wednesday 7 PM
Pastor: Michael Voytek (wife, Rebecca)

Website: www.grcdickinson.com
Email: gracercusdickinson@gmail.com

Minot, ND 5870L......ccccccvviirininnienieeesene e (701) 340-7666
Christ RCUS, 234 14th Ave SE (South Apartment Building)
(Mail: 1624 Foothills Rd, SW, Minot, ND 58701)
Worship: 10:30 AM
Pastor: Kevin Pulliam (wife, Rachel)
Website: www.christreformedchurchminot.com
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CHURCHES IN SOUTH DAKOTA
Aberdeen, SD 57401.......cccccveieveinennn v (605) 225-6120

First RCUS, 818 9th Ave. S.E.

Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:30 AM; Evening: 4:00 PM
Pastor: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)

Website: www.aberdeenreformed.com

Email: firstrcus@gmail.com

Eureka, SD 57437......ccccooiiiiiiiece e (605) 284-2392

Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:15 AM
Pastor: Jimmy John Hall (wife, Stefanie)
Website: www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS

Herreid, SD 57632.......oovvovoveeoeeeeeeeeeeeveeeeveeseeeeeneeee (605) 437-2209

First RCUS, 601 N. Main St. (Mail: PO Box 212)

Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 11:00 AM Pastor: Cody
Schwichtenberg (wife, Angela)

Email: codyrcus@gmail.com

VItChell, SD 57307.....cceeereereeereeeeeeeeeeeseesssesseeeeeen (605) 996-2803

Grace RCUS, 1020 South Davison St.
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 9:00 AM
Pastor: vacant

Email: gracereformed.com

Pierre, SD 57501L.......cccoiiriveiniiniiiseesscsieeens (605) 224-8626
Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 11:30 AM
Pastor: vacant
Website: www.hopercus.com

Watertown, SD 57201.........cccceiiviviiiiniiiiiiens (605) 881-4997

Covenant RCUS, 15 12" Ave NE (Mail: 434 30" ST. NW)
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School 11:30 AM

Pastor: Michael Lassley (wife, Amy)

Website: www.watertownrcus.org

Email: michael.lassley@icloud.com

Page 10 of 65



mailto:firstrcus@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS
mailto:codyrcus@gmail.com
mailto:codyrcus@gmail.com
http://www.hopercus.com/
http://www.watertownrcus.org/

RADIO PROGRAMS
OF THE
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS

Salem — Sundays at 7:45 AM
Start the Week KSJB 600AM

Eureka — Sundays at 9:00 AM
Worship Service KOLY 99.5 FM

Northern Plains Classis Sermon Audio Site:

www.SermonAudio.com/npcrcus
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40™ Annual Spring Meeting 6-7 March 2025
Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, South Dakota

l. Services

On Thursday, March 6, 2025, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg opened the 40"
Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis with an opening devotion from
Hebrews 11, verses 8-11, “The Faith of a Godly Couple.” After which he led
the body in prayer.

On Thursday, March 6, 2025, at 7 PM, the Classis came together for a worship
service with the congregation of Grace Reformed Church of Mitchell, SD. Rev.
Voytek conducted the worship service, and Mr. Lynch preached a sermon.

On Friday, March 7, 2025, the Northern Plains Classis opened its session with a
devotion led by Rev. Henderson from Colossians 1:9-10, “All Glory to God,”
with a hymn, “To God be the Glory.”

11. Organization

The 40" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at 1:19
PM on Thursday, March 6%, A.D. 2025, at Grace Reformed Church of Mitchell,
South Dakota.

President, Rev. Hank Bowen, called the assembly to order at 1:19 PM. The Stated
Clerk, Rev. Hall, called the roll with nine ministers and eight elders present for a
total of 15, a quorum.

President Bowen defined the bar of the house as the first seven rows. Elder David
Aune and Elder Kevin Schnabel were appointed as tellers, and Rev. David Irwin
as the Reformed Herald reporter.

Election of Officers: Election by ballot was held for men to serve in the following
capacities: President: Rev. Hank Bowen; Vice-President: Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg; Stated Clerk: Rev. Jimmy John Hall; and Treasurer: Elder
Matthew Fickbohm.

111. Adoption of Agenda, Orders of the Day, Special Orders
The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted as presented by

Classis President Bowen.

1V. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates and Visitors

President Bowen introduced Rev. Dr. Patrick Morgan from the Presbytery of the
Dakotas, and Elder Les VVander Veen from Manitoba Classis, Carman West,
Canadian and American Reformed Churches.
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Rev. Voytek moved that they be seated in the bar of the house and given the
privilege of the floor.

V. Reception of New Churches

There were no new churches to receive.

V1. Reception of New Ministers

Rev. Kevin Pulliam was acknowledged by President Bowen as a new minister of
Classis serving at Christ Reformed Church in Minot, ND.

VII. Announcement of Standing Committees

The tellers distributed the assignments. Note: the chairman of the committee is
underlined.
Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services & Interchurch

Rev. Pulliam, Rev. Bowen, Elder Fickbohm, Elder Charles Dockter
Examinations and Licensure

Rev. Schwichtenberg, Rev. Irwin, Rev. Henderson, Elder Craig Mehlhaff

Missions
Rev. Voytek, Rev. Pulliam, Elder Doug Haak, Elder Rod DeJong

Judicial
Rev. Lassley, Rev. Hall, Elder Matthew Beck, Rev. Haddock

Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid
Elder Fickbohm, Rev. Lassley, Rev. Voytek, Elder Bruce Kappes

Nominations and Excuses
Rev. Irwin, Elder James Fisher, Elder Doug Haak

VIII. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports &
Communications

The Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports, and Communications were
distributed to the Standing Committees.
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Auditing Committee
Esteemed Brethren:

The Auditing Committee audited the financial books of the Northern Plains
Classis and the Heidelberg Youth Camp as they were kept by the treasurer, Elder
Matt Fickbohm. Your committee met at the Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell,
South Dakota, on March 6, 2025. Present were Elder Matt Fickbohm, Rev.
William Haddock, and Elder Rod DeJong.

Your committee found the Treasurer’s books to be in order. We make the
following recommendations:

1. That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s Northern Plains
Classis financials to be in order.

2. That the Northern Plains Classis declare the Treasurer’s Heidelberg Youth
Camp financials to be in order.

3. That the Northern Plains Classis commend Elder Matt Fickbohm for his
work as Treasurer.

4. The Auditing Committee requests to be excused for the lateness of our
report due to a medical emergency in the Committee Convenor’s family.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. William Haddock, Elder Rod DeJong, Elder Dan Aune

Camp Committee
Dear Brothers,

Your joint committee met on Thursday, January 23 2025, to conduct the
oversight of Heidelberg Youth Camp. The committee examined the evaluations
of campers and staff collected during HYC 2024, which were very limited due to
the fire evacuation on Thursday evening, resulting in an unusual checkout process.
Once again, we broke recent attendance records, with 146 campers in attendance
for the week. Our continued prayer is for the Lord to use HYC for the
strengthening of His church!

Committee members circulated four proposed themes prior to the meeting,
allowing the committee to consider these, along with any themes proposed during
the meeting. The committee arrived quickly at a consensus for the theme “God
With Us,” exploring the Emmanuel Principle as it applies to our young people.
The theme includes the following:

Theme: “God With Us”
Theme Verse: Leviticus 26:12
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Lesson 1: Emmanuel in the Garden (Genesis 2:4-25; 3:22-24)
Lesson 2: Emmanuel in the Wilderness (Exodus 40:34-38)

First “Camp Service” — Exodus 19:1-6
(The LORD saves Israel to be their God & for them to be His people)

Lesson 3: Emmanuel in the Incarnation (John 1:1-4, 14-18; 2:13-21)
Lesson 4: Emmanuel in the Mission (Matthew 28:18-20)

Second “Camp Service” - John 14:1-6
(Jesus promises to prepare a place for His people & return for them)

Lesson 5: Emmanuel in the Church (Ephesians 2:19-22; 1 Peter 2:4-10)
Lesson 6: Emmanuel in the New Creation (Revelation 21:1-27)

All redemptive history centers on and points to this glorious truth: God desires to
dwell among His people. The Garden held it forth, but the fall made it impossible.
The Tabernacle/Temple pointed to a renewal of it. Jesus embodies it. The mission
is empowered by it. The Church inaugurates it. The New Creation consummates
it. The goal is to trace this theme throughout the Bible and show how the story of
the Bible all holds together. God is working His plan of redemption to fulfill His
goal to be our God and for us to be His people. The goal of lesson 1 is to introduce
the overall theme, briefly introduce the following lessons, and focus on this theme
as the heartbeat of redemptive history.

HYC continues to receive generous offerings during our two worship services.
Last year, nearly $1,900 was raised for the care of RCUS retired ministers and
widows and the building expansion of Heidelberg Theological Seminary. This
year, we again recommend two causes to support with the HYC offerings. The
first is the Seminario Reformada de las Americas, the Spanish-language seminary
working to train men for the reformed mission field and the Reformed Faith and
Life radio ministry. These worthy causes encourage our young people to see the
broad expansion of the reformed faith outside our local, English-speaking
communities.

One item of note for all consistories, this year the HYC will be implementing the
recommendations passed by the Synod regarding the screening of volunteers. This
will require the Spiritual Council of the congregation to approve the applications
of all adult volunteers to HYC. While it has always been implicit that a volunteer
has the support of their congregation, this new process now requires the volunteer
to provide the completed application to the pastor or elder, and for it to be
approved by the Spiritual Council. Once approved, it is going to need to be sent
to the HYC Director to be filed with the camp’s registration records. This change
is going to make it challenging to ensure all appropriate documentation is remitted
prior to camp and that the HYC Director is apprised in a timely manner of who
will be volunteering. To achieve this, the form will require the applicant to email
the HYC Director informing him of the application and submission of the form to
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the Spiritual Council. It will then be the responsibility of the Spiritual Council to
ensure the form is remitted (either by the Spiritual Council or returned to the
applicant so that they can submit it). This change seeks to document our practice
and allows us a level of misconduct insurance under the Synod policy.

The committee notes the following dates for future camps: July 14-18, 2025,
July 27-31, 2026, July 26-30, 2027, & July 24-28, 2028.

Your committee brings the following recommendations:

Recommendation 1: That the budget and registration fees (attached) be
adopted.

Recommendation 2: That the theme of “God With Us” be adopted as the theme
of HYC 2025.

Recommendation 3: That the offerings collected during HYC 2025 be
designated for Seminario Reformada (first offering) and Reformed Faith and
Life (second offering).

Recommendation 4: That congregations take note of the registration deadlines
for early registration (by May 16™, which is earlier than usual) and final
registration (no later than June 20™), and that congregations be encouraged to
submit registrations as early as possible.

Representing the SCC:

Rev. David Fagrey Rev. Carl Gobelman Rev. Lee Johnson
Elder Carson Blair Elder Chris Nelson Elder Warren Nuss
Representing the NPC:

Rev. Paul Henderson Rev. Kevin Pulliam Elder Doug Haak Elder

Matthew Fickbohm

(The Proposed Budget is on page 17)

Page 16 of 65




Heidelberg Youth Camp Financial Report and Proposed Budget

Difference 2025
" 2024 2024 (under) | Proposed
Budget  Actual over Budget
Opening Fund Balance (1/1/24) 12,885.17
Revenue
Camp Fees (146 campers) $29,025 $31,790.00 $ 2,765|S 31,390
Donations - Cash 1,000 2,211.50 1,212 2,000
Donations - In kind (food) 644.73 645 500
Worship Offering 1,871.17
Classis Support 7,500 6,336.00 (1,164) 6,400
Camp Store Sales 500 769.00 269 600
Total Revenue 38,025  43,622.40 40,890
Expenses
Camp Bob Marshal Rental 26,412 25,822.60 (589) 30,868
Food 6,750 6,834.00 84 7,000
T-Shirts & Counselor Gifts 3,600 3,186.92 (413) 3,600
Camp Store Supplies 500 613.89 114 600
Supplies and Equipment 400 1,103.41 703 700
Arts & Crafts 300 537.94 238 500
Administration 25 110.63 86
Designated offering recipient 1,871.17 1,871
Total Expenses 37,987  40,080.56 43,268
Operating Gain (Loss) m (2,378)
Ending Fund Balance (12/31/24) $16,427.01
Camp Statistics 2021 2022 2023 2024  Est 2025
Campers 135 136 136 146 146
Kitchen 6 9 8 8 8
Counselors 51 41 34 40 40
Totall 192" 186 178" 194 194

('counselors' and 'Kitchen' excludes those in hotels)

Proposed 2025  $215 per camper if registration & fee received by May 16. (No change)
Camper Fees: $230 per camper if received May 16 or after. (No change)
No fee for adult volunteers.




Candidates and Credentials Committee
Dear Brethren,

During 2024, Elder Matthew Fickbohm indicated to the Candidates & Credentials
Committee that Hope Reformed Church was interested in potentially calling Mr.
Larry Lynch. As a result, your committee set up an orthodoxy & intent exam via
Google Meet on September 16™, 2024. Committee members present at the
meeting were Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Dave Irwin, Elder Jim Snyder,
and Elder Craig Mehlhaff. The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. Irwin.

Rev. Schwichtenberg began by asking about Mr. Lynch’s testimony and family
life. He had grown up with a believing mother. As a child, he occasionally
attended a Baptist church. Mr. Lynch served in the Air Force and afterward
attended a Baptist church where the Calvinistic Baptist pastor discipled him. He
later joined the RCUS in Lancaster, CA, after coming to embrace covenant
baptism in 2003. He worked in law enforcement and served as an elder at the
Lancaster church. During much of his time as an elder, the pulpit was vacant,
therefore, he took up the responsibilities and duties of counseling and exhorting.
Mr. Lynch married Idelette in 2005, and she has been fully supportive of him
pursuing the ministry.

The committee asked if he held to the Three Forms of Unity without exception.
His response was “Absolutely” without any exceptions. When asked about
whether or not he wished to serve the Pierre congregation, he answered, “Yes, 1
want to be in Pierre. I love the congregation.” Mr. Lynch was humble and honest
when asked about his strengths and weaknesses as it pertains to his studies at
Heidelberg Theological Seminary. Currently, he is in his final year at the seminary
and is scheduled to graduate in May of 2025. Rev. Schwichtenberg moved to
sustain Mr. Lynch’s exam, seconded by Elder Snyder, and the motion was carried.

Mr. Lynch will be examined at the Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis.
He has completed his Hebrew and Greek exams, and he has sent all the required
papers before his licensure exam, which will be made available at the Spring
meeting. Rev. Schwichtenberg gave Mr. Lynch material to help him in his
preparation. Below is the order of the examination. Each section will be given a
limit of 15 minutes, with time also to ask questions from the floor.

Introduction of the Candidate (i.e., personal history/testimony)

1. Prolegomena - Rev. Schwichtenberg
2. Theology proper - Rev. Schwichtenberg
3. Anthropology - Rev. Henderson
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4. Christology - Rev. Henderson

5. Soteriology - Rev. Schwichtenberg
6. Ecclesiology - Rev. Irwin

7. Eschatology - Rev. Irwin

8. TFU - Elder Mehlhaff

9. Constitution - Elder Mehlhaff

10. Practica - Rev. Henderson

11. English Bible Rev. Schwichtenberg
12. Apologetics & Phil. Rev. Bowen

13. Hermeneutics & Homil. Rev. Voytek

14. Church History Rev. Irwin

On another note, Rev. Schwichtenberg has been in constant communication with
Rev. Paul Henderson concerning potential candidates for Grace Reformed
Church in Mitchell. The committee wants to commend Rev. Henderson for his
work and labor as stated supply. He has been a blessing to the members of GRC.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Dave Irwin, Elder Jim Snyder, and Elder Craig
Mehlhaff.

Christian Education Committee
Dear Fathers and Brothers in Christ,

The CE&P Committee conducted its business via email, and its business entailed
the continuing publication of the Northern Plains Chronicles and reviewing our
outreach on Sermon Audio. Matt Fickbohm agreed to continue as the Northern
Plains Chronicles editor for the 2025 term (though his heart would not be broken
if someone else wished to step into the role), and he submitted recommended due
dates for reports as found in Recommendations 1 and 2.

Regarding the Northern Plains Classis channel on Sermon Audio, there are no
price increases to report for this year; the cost to us remains at $59.95/month. We
had a total of 9,704 sermons accessed worldwide in 2024, up from 7,343 the
previous year (an increase of 2,361). Our Sermon Audio channel was accessed
from 53 countries in 2024. 7,011 of those were listeners from the United States,
with the states we were the most popular in being North Carolina, Ohio,
Washington State, and South Dakota. Included in the total listeners for 2024 were
1,347 video plays and 1,165 mobile plays.
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RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. We recommend that Elder Matt Fickbohm continue as editor of the Northern
Plains Chronicles for the 2025 term.

2. We recommend the following proposed quarterly due dates for reports to the
Northern Plains Chronicles and proposed publication dates:

Issues Due Dates Publishing Target Dates
Jan - Mar Thur., April 3, 2025 Saturday, April 5, 2025

Apr - Jun Thur., July 10, 2025 Saturday, July 12, 2025

Jul - Oct Thur., November 6, 2025 Saturday, November 8, 2025
Sep-Dec  Thur., January 8, 2026 Saturday, January 10, 2026

3. We recommend that the Northern Plains Classis continue utilizing the
services of Sermon Audio and that the Classis continue to fund the
$59.95/month ($720/year) cost of using the service.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Dave Irwin, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Mark Strong, Elder Matthew
Beck

Diaconal Committee

Esteemed Brothers and Fellow Servants in Jesus Christ,

Your committee received no requests for diaconal assistance; therefore, there was
no need to meet. We stand ready to serve when the need arises.

Respectfully Submitted,
Elder Matthew Beck, Elder Bruce Kappes, Rev. Michael Lassley

Home Missions Committee
Dear Brothers of the Northern Plains Classis,

Your committee met a number of times as a committee, as well as corresponded
and conversed with one another throughout the year. We met officially as a
committee on January 24, 2024.

Our Report:

First, from recommendation #5 of the 2024 Northern Plains Standing Home
Missions Committee, “That the Permanent Missions Committee send an
evaluation committee to investigate the viability of the group in Wieser, ID,
becoming an approved mission work of the Northern Plains Classis.” Due to the
move to California by the Derek Reis family (elder Derek Reis was the only
church officer there), it was decided by those attending and the Consistory of
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Grace Reformed Church in Dickinson (the overseeing consistory) to close the
work. The three families requested to have their membership transferred to
Reformed churches in Nampa, Idaho, and Lodi, California. We were very sad to
see the mission work close, but we pray that the Lord may raise up other churches
in its place. Take Note.

Second, from recommendation #3 of the 2024 Northern Plains Classis Standing
Home Missions Committee, “That the congregations of the Northern Plains
Classis be encouraged to pray that God would raise up men fit and qualified to be
sowers (evangelists) and reapers (church planters) of the gospel for the Northern
Plains Classis and the other Classes of the RCUS. (Matt. 9:35-38, John 4:34-38).”
We have prayed often for God to raise up such a man, and we sought out possible
resources from seminaries and our own contacts. Rev. Michael Voytek has been
in touch with one pastor who is serving in a PCA church and is a recent graduate
of Mid-America Reformed Seminary (class of 2023). He expressed interest but
later, after receiving counsel from his mentors, determined that although he would
like to pursue the position, he currently lacks the necessary pastoral experience.
He is open to the possibility in the future after he has gained that experience. We
continue to encourage all of the churches of the Northern Plains to earnestly
petition our Lord to send us such a man who desires to sow the seed of the gospel.
Also, your committee will continue to reach out to Reformed seminaries and other
potential individuals in search of the right man to take up this call. Take Note.

Third, from the fourth item in the 2024 report of the Permanent Northern Plains
Home Missions Committee, we were "directed to prioritize and pursue a mission
work in Brookings, SD.” In consultation with Rev. Michael Lassley, it was
determined to discontinue the Bible study in Brookings for the present, as the
main couple who are students at South Dakota University will be graduating in
May of this year and probably moving out of the area. The other couple that has
been attending the Bible study has expressed their desire to continue their
membership in a church in Brookings.

Finally, the members of the committee spent time discussing the strategic plan
going forward. It was agreed that we should target the large metropolitan areas in
the geography of the Northern Plains Classis, such as in and around Fargo, North
Dakota, Billings, Montana, and/or Boise, Idaho, among other possibilities. But in
order to move forward, the Lord has to raise up the evangelists/missionaries to
accomplish the outreach. We take seriously the command of our Lord Jesus Christ
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew, “Then Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were 1weary
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, “The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38). Please
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continue to pray with us for the Lord of the harvest to raise up the laborers needed.
Take Note.

Respectfully Submitted:
Elder Tom Savage, Elder Craig Mehlhaff, Rev. Michael Voytek, Rev. Michael
Lassley

Interchurch Relations Committee
February 17, 2025

Dear Brethren,

Rev. Pulliam was able to travel and attend the Fall meeting of the Classis
Manitoba of the Canadian and American Reformed Churches on September 27,
2024, in Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, at the Grace Reformed Church (There is
an attached report on that meeting). Their Classis meetings are ordinarily the
Friday before the last Sunday of March [Spring Classis], June and September [Fall
Classis], and the first Friday of December. The start time would be 9:00 AM.
Their primary meeting is the Fall meeting held in September when their parochial
reports are presented. The Spring meeting mostly covers their Church visitors'
reports. The other two meetings only occur if there is pressing business.

There is an ongoing discussion of holding a joint meeting of the fraternal bodies
at Heidelberg Seminary in 2026. This envisions the full bodies coming together
for joint discussions and fellowship. This would include the CanRef, RCUS, OPC,
and URCNA. Rev. Pulliam will report on his visit to the Classis. John Hoogerdijk
of Classis Manitoba is taking the lead in organizing this.

I have interacted with Henry van Delden for the past two years about enhancing
the interactions between our two classes. He wrote to me,

Our desire is to develop ecumenical relations through two-way pulpit
exchanges or to invite ordained ministers of the Word to our pulpit on the
Sunday following a meeting of Classis. Should your minister delegate desire
to stay a couple of extra days after Classis, arrangements can be made for
your minister to preach the good news of salvation on one of our pulpits.

An arrangement can also be made for the minister to lead the entire worship
service or just present the sermon. As well, since our churches gather and
worship twice on the Lord’s Day, it is possible for your minister to either
lead two different worship services at one location or share the Sunday
between two neighboring churches. Two churches are located within the
town of Carman, one church is located in nearby EIm Creek, and two
churches are situated on the eastern side of the city of Winnipeg. As well, a
church mission post is located in the town of Niverville, just outside of
Winnipeg, and another church mission post is located in the town of Rivers,
near Brandon.
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We received an invitation to the O.P.C. Presbytery held on April 2, 2024, in
Mandan, North Dakota. Elder Charles Dockter and Rev. Dave Irwin were able to
attend this meeting. Elder Dockter brought greetings on behalf of the Northern
Plains Classis.

As such, two matters may require some attention.

Recommendation 1: That the Northern Plains Classis Interchurch Committee
interact with our fraternal brothers in planning a joint meeting at Heidelberg
Seminary in 2026.

Respectfully,
Rev. Hank Bowen, Elder Charles Dockter, Rev. Kevin Pulliam

IX. Reports of Officers
A. President
Dear Brothers and Co-laborers in the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ,

It has been a conscious hope and burden of the Northern Plains Classis for several
years now that we become heavily engaged in the work of church planting within
our Classis boundaries. The Missions committee is by far our busiest committee,
with the weighty task of establishing and putting into motion our strategic plan of
targeting key areas.

The work of the church is to heed our Lord’s call to make disciples (Matthew
28:19) by going into the highways and byways (Matthew 22:9) and calling people
to believe in the Lord Jesus, the only Savior, to bring them into the church, and to
teach them how to walk worthy of those who have been called in one hope of your
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; in one God and Father of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in you all (Ephesians 4:1-6).

This year marks the 40" meeting of the Northern Plains Classis. In Old Testament
terms, that means the Classis has been around for a generation. In 1986, the
Classis boasted 12 churches with a communicant membership of 939 and a
baptized membership of 1,139, with 485 families. A generation later, there are
nine churches, and only six (half) of the original remain. Total communicant
membership has fallen to 398 and baptized membership to 494. In forty years we
have added two churches through mission work, and one recently moved into our
Classis from another Classis.

While the year 2023 was described as an exhausting year with a flurry of activity
and many personal challenges for many of our pastors, the year 2024 could be
described as a year of recovery where much of the flurry of activity drained away
into a pool of still waters. The Executive Committee issued no circulars, although
there was some interaction with our churches with vacant pulpits. Both Pierre and
Mitchell continued their search for a pastor but were ably filled by our retired
pastors, Rev. William Haddock in Pierre, and Rev. Paul Henderson serving as the
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stated supply in Mitchell until a man can be called to that field of ministry. Both
are to be commended for their labor of love in these congregations.

Hope Reformed Church has extended a call to Elder Larry Lynch, who is to be
examined in this Classis for licensure. He is on track to graduate this May from
Heidelberg Theological Seminary, and pending his sustaining his exam, will be
able to accept that call. Elder Fickbohm reports that the congregation is holding
firm, though vacant over the course of the past year, stating, “We have maintained
weekly worship, our midweek meetings for study and prayer are held, and
confirmation class continues on.” While expressing deep appreciation for the
work of Rev. Haddock, they greatly anticipate and look forward to Mr. Lynch
becoming their pastor and pray that the Lord will use him in great ways to advance
the gospel in Pierre.

Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell is coming up on two years of being vacant.
However, they are thankful to be in the able hands of Rev. Henderson who serves
them well as their stated supply. They have been actively looking for their next
pastor with all due diligence and patience, waiting on the Lord for one who will
be a right fit for their congregation.

From the reports of our two men who are newer in their charges, it is apparent
that they are fully engaged in the work of the ministry, in preaching, counseling,
catechizing, and reaching out to their respective communities. Rev. Pulliam
reports they have seen several new people coming into the assembly and folding
into the life of the church. Rev. Hall reports a slight decline in their membership
due largely to cleaning up their rolls by encouraging members who have moved
away to join churches where they reside. He also reports that he is making
progress as the Classis Clerk becoming comfortable with how to set up the
functionality of the office.

First Reformed Church in Aberdeen is working on a long-range strategic plan to
secure the lots around the church to expand the church building in the future. The
membership saw a few members leave, but the end of the year has seen two
families with young children come and are in the process of considering
membership, along with another new member who is also beginning Pre-marriage
counseling. The church added an elder and a deacon this year, who were ordained
and installed into the offices. A 4:00 Sunday evening worship service began at the
beginning of 2025. Rev. Eric Kayayan, our Reformed Faith and Life Missionary
to the French-speaking world, was their featured speaker at the Reformation Bible
Conference. Rev. Kayayan will also be a speaker at the Tricentennial celebration
of the RCUS in June. This coming year, Dr. Frank Walker will be the speaker
presenting on the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the church.

Rev. Irwin rejoices that he enjoyed restored health this past year, and that has
enabled him to accomplish a very busy preaching (over 100 times) and teaching
schedule in Ashley, where he functions much like a country preacher for the whole
community in addition to being a faithful pastor to the Salem Reformed Church.
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Though small in size, the congregation’s footprint is very large in the community.
They were saddened by the death of one of their two elders, but an inactive elder
has stepped back into the Spiritual Council.

Rev. Lassley was just being released from the hospital after a stroke when 2024
began. The Lord sustained him as he battled to be in the pulpit and engage in the
labors of the ministry. His wife Amy was essential to his activities as a nurse and
chauffeur, taking him where he needed to go for much of the year. He continued
his Bible Study in Brookings until the couple instrumental in organizing it planned
a move away. The Lord also provided a business chaplaincy opportunity in the
nearby community of Summit and later a second one in Watertown. He reports
that the church is making progress, and he is optimistic for better things this year.

Rev. Schwichtenberg speaks highly of how the church in Herried demonstrated
the love of Christ in supporting him in a year that he described as very difficult.
As he finished his tenth year in ministry, he battled swings between optimism and
pessimism, speaking of wrestling with “the dark night of the soul” or melancholy.
It is good for us to be more transparent with what is often viewed as the signs of
pastor burnout. He points to fellowship with a couple of other RCUS pastors as
God’s balm to help him through. He adds that “we as pastors of the Northern
Plains Classis need to continually fellowship with one another, whether that be a
book study, phone call, sharing a meal, or having a cup of coffee together.

Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson held a celebration Sunday to express their
gratitude and praise to God for bringing them to a point where they are no longer
a mission church. Financially, they are doing well at retiring the debt on the
building, but they still have a way to go. The Lord is also blessing them with a
continual flow of visitors who are moving toward membership.

Many of the pastors speak of various ways in which they are reaching out to their
community with the gospel. Sermon Audio is a tool that seems to be growing
more popular each year. In some of our congregations, there are not ample
opportunities for evangelism in the town due to their size. But in other
communities, efforts are continually underway. The mission of the church to be
light in the world should always be foremost upon our minds.

Our culture seems to be shifting again and moving away from the woke ideology
to showing more interest in spiritual renewal and a “common sense” ideology.
The number one downloaded app last year was Hallow, a prayer app. If these
kinds of things are gaining a hearing, perhaps there needs to be serious
consideration of how to reach this younger generation with the word of life. The
biggest challenge, however, remains finding men to enter into the gospel ministry
with a passion for the lost.

The Missions Committee was our busiest committee for a reason. There were two
works underway at the start of the year, and both were discontinued during the
year. It is the view of the committee that if we are to proceed to plant new
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churches, then we must implore the Lord to give us capable men called to do that
work, rather than limping along using men who have already been called and are
serving in their own charges. The Committee writes:

Finally, the members of the committee spent time discussing the strategic plan
going forward. It was agreed that we should target the large metropolitan areas in
the geography of the Northern Plains Classis, such as in and around Fargo, North
Dakota, Billings, Montana, and/or Boise, Idaho, among other possibilities. But in
order to move forward, the Lord has to raise up the evangelists/missionaries to
accomplish the outreach. We take seriously the command of our Lord Jesus Christ
recorded in the Gospel of Matthew: “Then Jesus went about all the cities and
villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and
healing every sickness and every disease among the people. But when He saw the
multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were 1weary
and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. Then He said to His disciples, ‘The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the
harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” (Matthew 9:35-38). Please
continue to pray with us for the Lord of the harvest to raise up the laborers needed.

One matter of note for this Classis is the consideration of a joint
Classis/Presbytery meeting with our fraternal brothers that is being discussed
within the Interchurch committees. It would be good for us to have a broader and
more personal exposure to the men in these other bodies that goes beyond
exchanging fraternal delegates.

With the upcoming Tricentennial, the Synod organizing committee has
approached the Classes asking that each Classis donate $5,000 to help defray the
cost of the Synod. When this came up at the President of Classes meeting, |
mentioned that we were a much smaller Classis than the others, but being asked
to bear the same load. So they have asked that we give $3,000. This overture
should be referred to the standing finance committee.

Looking over the finances of the churches and the Classis, it is amazing how the
Lord has blessed us in abundance financially. The projects of the Classis are all
well-funded. But we pray that the Lord would provide us with the right man to
serve in the position of an at-large evangelist. It is our desire to be used by our
Lord in the building of his church for the next generation.

In Christ's Service,
Rev. Hank Bowen

B. Stated Clerk (Including Necrologies)
Esteemed Brothers and Honorable Fathers,

The last time Classis met, a lot of events and activities have no doubt transpired
in our lives, our families, our churches, and in our country. As you know, this
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previous year has been an opportunity to serve you all as the Stated Clerk of
Classis. So, what were the duties performed on your behalf?

Duties Performed:

1. The Minutes of the 39" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains
Classis (NPC) were finished and presented to the 278th Synod of the
Reformed Church of the United States (RCUS).

2. The Abstract of the 39™ Annual Spring Meeting of the NPC was prepared
for publication, and copies were mailed and delivered to the churches of the
RCUS.

3. The necessary preparations were made for the 40" Annual Spring
Meeting of the NPC, namely, preparing reports, preparing overtures,
receiving emails, correspondences, editing, and compiling all documents for
the minutes, abstract, and delegates thereof.

4. The reception of two necrologies: (1) Elder Verne Moos, and (2) Elder
Cornell Ochsner.
Correspondences:

1. Received from the Synod Clerk five items: (1) Minutes of Synod Report;
(2) MERF updates; (3) Sabbatical Guidelines for consideration; (4)
Ministerial Aid Application forms; and (5) Book Depository procedures.

2. There were no Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis.

3. Emails and correspondence were sent to fraternally related churches,
inviting them to the Annual Meeting.

4. Forms for Membership, Financial Statistics, and Delegate Credentials
were completed.

In conclusion, at the time of this writing, there is still work to be received and
accounted for. However, to the best of the Clerk’s ability and sufficiency of the
grace of God, pray that these will be finished before the business of Classis.

Respectfully,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall
Clerk of Classis

Necrologies

Moos, Verne
Verne Moos, 85, Venturia, ND, died Saturday, Aug. 3, 2024, at the Ashley Medical
Center, Ashley, ND.

Verne was a lifelong member of the Reformed Church, first in Venturia and more
recently in Ashley. He was a Sunday school teacher, deacon, and elder. He served
on the Zeeland School Board, was a Farmers’ Union Director, was an Ashley

Page 27 of 65




Jaycee, belonged to the Zeeland Lions Club, and was the McIntosh County Tax
Assessor in the 1960s. Verne loved spending time with his family. A family
highlight was a trip in the late 1970s where the Moos went on a three-week trip
to see the Grand Canyon, and other national parks, and traveled up the West Coast,
eventually arriving in Seattle where they watched a Seahawks football game. He
and Donna traveled to the East Coast numerous times to see family. Verne
especially enjoyed a recent trip to Branson, MO. He was a league bowler in
Ashley and Zeeland, sang in the Hayloft Quartet, and was a North and South
Dakota basketball referee in the 1990s. He was a great sports fan, especially of
the Minnesota Twins and Vikings. On Saturdays, Verne could be found watching
RFD, tractor shows, Molly B, Larry’s Country Diner, and Hee Haw reruns. He
also enjoyed watching Matlock, Wheel of Fortune, and Jeopardy. A favorite
winter pastime was completing John Deere crossword puzzles.

Ochsner, Cornell Edwin

Cornell Edwin Ochsner was born on a farm near Artas, SD, to Calvin and Rosina
(Hoerth) Ochsner on November 2, 1930. On Friday, November 29, 2024, Cornell
passed away peacefully at the Linton hospital. He attended rural school and grew
up working on the family farm, and then he briefly worked for Sun Telly
Construction installing power lines in SD.

Cornell was a lifelong member of the Reformed Church and had served as an elder
at the First Reformed Church in Herreid. Cornell had around 26 children in his
confirmation class. In his class, he was one of two children to learn the Heidelberg
Catechism in English. The rest of the class learned it in German. In his younger
days, Cornell loved to bowl and was a member of the Herreid Jaycees. His passion
was farming, raising cattle, and spending time with his family. Later in life,
Cornell always had a smile on his face. Through that smile, you could see his
contentment and gratitude to the Lord.

Cornell was preceded in death by his wife, Nettie; his parents; one grandson, Chad
Ochsner; four brothers, EImer, Milton, Donald, and John; and three sisters, Ruth
Fuehrer, Delores Roland, and Darlean Hoisington.

C. Executive Committee’s Report of Synod

January 26, 2025
ATTN: Classes Clerk
RE: Minutes of Synod Report

Dear Brothers in Christ,

In reviewing the minutes of the 278th Synod, there is only one item that requires

action by the Classes and several other matters of note:
* The adopted recommendation #6 of the Standing Judicial Committee report
(2024 Synod Abstract, p. 134) will need to be brought to a ratification vote
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at the annual meetings of the Classes. This is pursuant to Article 197 of the
RCUS Constitution, which reads: “This Constitution may be amended or
altered in any article by a two-thirds vote of the Synod, with the concurrence
of two-thirds of the Classes.”

The recommendation reads as follows:

Recommendation #6, from the overture from Northern Plains Classis
regarding a constitutional matter, that Article 175 be amended by placing a
period after the word “communicant member” and striking the rest of the
article. [Note, if approved, the article would read as follows: “If a minister
shall have been deposed but not excommunicated, he shall be entitled to the
rights of a communicant member.”]

The results of the ratification votes will need to be communicated to me at
your earliest convenience.

Other matters of note:

1. The 279th Annual Session of the Synod of the RCUS is scheduled to meet
June 9-13, 2025, at Grace Reformed Church in Rapid City, SD. The 279th
Synod will coincide with the Tricentennial Celebration of the RCUS.

2. Membership & Financial statistics are being collected through the RCUS
church portal (https://rcus.org/church-portal/). Please make sure these
statistics are entered in a timely and accurate manner. (Note: the user ID for
the church portal is classisclerks and the password is Psalm 119:105.)

3. Please review the Standing Rules of Synod (2024 Synod Abstract, pp.
142-46).

4. Be reminded that any requests for ministerial aid must be accompanied
by the ministerial aid request form and be received at least 14 days prior to
the meeting of Synod to be considered. To that effect, included as
attachments are “Ministerial Relief Fund Distribution” instructions and the
“Ministerial Relief Fund” worksheet developed by the Permanent Finances
Committee.

5. Please remember to send necrologies to the Synod Clerk in time for
Synod.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Carl Gobelman, Stated Clerk, RCUS

D. Executive Committee’s Report of Minutes

Esteemed Brothers and Honorable Fathers,

The Executive Committee did not receive any business throughout the year.

Respectfully,
Executive Committee
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Rev. Hank Bowen, President
Rev. Jimmy John Hall, Clerk of Classis
Elder Matthew Fickbohm, Treasurer

E. Treasurer’s and Auditing Committee’s Report

See the Appendix of this Abstract for the Treasurer's Report.

X. Parochial Reports of Ministers and Elders
Parochial Report of Rev. Hank Bowen
My Beloved Brothers and co-laborers in our Lord Jesus Christ,

Last year, as | gave this report, | was in a very difficult circumstance, having great
difficulty with doing the simplest things because of a serious back condition that
rendered me unable to function. My back condition began around Thanksgiving
in 2023 and deteriorated for several months, showing little improvement. Even
the doctors gave me little hope for a return to normal mobility, encouraging me to
accept that the rest of my life would be very limited by this disability.

During this time, | was sustained by the prayers and patience of my brothers and
sisters, especially over those first six months when the total of my activity was
going to physical therapy twice a week and hobbling into church on Sunday to
preach while sitting on a stool. Amazingly, I only missed one Lord’s Day due to
my back condition throughout my recovery.

This challenge reminded me of the Apostle Paul’s reflections regarding a physical
impairment that he had to battle. This is recorded for us in 2 Corinthians 12:7 -
And lest | should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the revelations,
a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest | be
exalted above measure. 8Concerning this thing | pleaded with the Lord three times
that it might depart from me. ° And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you,
for My strength is made perfect in weakness.”” Therefore most gladly I will rather
boast in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me. *° Therefore |
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses,
for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I am strong.

Paul’s words are a constant reminder to me that the thing to which [ am called can
only be done when I understand that [ am weak and in need of God’s divine help
to serve Him and His church. The Lord has shown me mercy, and by His grace, |
began to improve at the beginning of the year. By March, | began to be able to get
around without the aid of a walker. My first adventure out was to attend the
Northern Plains Classis meeting in Minot, North Dakota, which lasted two days.
By the second day, my pain levels increased, and | returned to using a cane. By
the time of the Synod meeting in May, | was getting stronger, and yet sitting in
the pews for a week was challenging. And yet | was making progress. In my
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evaluation in April, my doctor was astonished at my progress and held out hope
for a greater-than-expected recovery.

Upon the doctor’s advice, we made a major change and sold our two-acre home
in exchange for a home in town with a Senior Living Homeowners Association,
where outside maintenance was included. Patty and | were overwhelmed by the
help and care so many in the church provided in helping us to move. And even
after we moved with the help of carrying items in and out of the house. There was
a need to do some major remodeling work that took a good deal of time due to the
need to go slow, but even this was finished by the beginning of December. | am
very happy to report that | am at a point where my activities are limited to work
in the study, preaching, teaching, and other ministerial duties.

This past year, we were able to expand the property footprint and develop a vision
for the future regarding adding to the building. Two men were called, ordained,
and installed into office: one deacon and one elder. Even here, we can see that
God is bringing continued blessings to our church family. The close bond we have
as a congregation is apparent in how we willingly serve each other. There are so
many who contribute to the work of the ministry in the church that it illustrates
Paul’s analogy of the church as a body made up of various parts. This is evidence
of God’s grace in the hearts of our members as Jesus calls us all as part of the
body of Christ to use our gifts willingly and cheerfully in serving in the church.
This is the mark of a healthy congregation.

Our membership decreased from 96 communicant members and ended with 91.
This reflects three members who entered their eternal rest, five who were removed
through erasure, while two were added by confirmation, and one was received by
transfer. It is also a great joy that one covenant child received the sign of baptism,
which brought our baptized membership to 103. There are three students in the
catechism class, with two on schedule to be confirmed. I am also doing new
membership classes for two people, with another family expressing interest in
joining.

The Third Annual Reformation Bible Conference was held, featuring Rev. Eric
Kayayan, our Foreign Missionary in France, who presented two sessions on
Saturday morning on John Calvin’s relevance for today, and then he preached on
Sunday. In 2025, our speaker will be Dr. Frank Walker, lecturing on the work of
the Holy Spirit.

Our pulpit was filled once by our elders and then by Dr. Mosley, Rev. Riffert,
Rev. Kayayan, and student Dave Johnson. | preached 51 times in Aberdeen,
completing a series in the Book of Romans, chapters 14-16, Psalms 52-58, and
began preaching through the book of 1 Peter completing chapters 1- 4:6, before
taking up an Advent series on the four women mentioned in our Lord’s genealogy
in Matthew’s Gospel. I was able to preach in our churches in Dickinson, ND, and
Manhattan, MT this past summer. | also preached at the opening worship service
for the RCUS Synod from Philippians 3:12-17 on A Forward-Looking Life.
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In Coffee Chat, we finished looking at biblical terms and are now studying Faith
of Our Fathers Living Still, A Study of the Five Points of Calvinism by Rev. Paul
Treick. The Men’s Early Risers studied Dr. John Murray’s book Redemption
Accomplished and Applied. The Women of Faith Group was also an active group
studying Twelve Extraordinary Women by Dr. John MacArthur, among the other
things they do, like hosting the annual Ladies’ Tea for women of the Northern
Plains.

| continued as President of the Northern Plains Classis and headed up the
Interchurch Committee, to which I confess | did very little due to my health. On
the Synod level, | am active in the Foreign Missions Committee and head up the
Board for Reformed Faith & Life, the French-speaking ministry with Rev. Eric
Kayayan, which met at Mid-America in October. | also led in our support of the
Reformation to Germany. In October, | was interviewed on Reformed Forum, an
international podcast, where we discussed the historical ties of the RCUS and the
OPC.

With a renewed focus on the ministry of the Word here at First Reformed Church,
I received permission from the consistory to begin a Sunday evening service
starting in February at 4:00 each Lord’s Day. The second service is something
that | greatly enjoyed as a young Christian, as it gave me a sense of beginning and
ending the day as the Lord’s Day. This will be a less formal service but still a
worship service with singing, prayer, and other elements of worship. The focus
on the Word will be to trace the Covenants of God and seek a greater
understanding of the beauty of how God reveals Himself to us as His people
covenantally.

In conclusion, I am so thankful to God for His goodness over this past year,
especially in bringing healing to my body. There have been several in our
congregation who have battled with physical “thorns” in the flesh, but God has
sustained us. It is humbling to need the help of others, but God provides those of
us who need help so that those who can may use their gifts to serve the body of
Christ. This is an important aspect of who we are. My prayer for this coming year
is that the Lord of all grace would continue to bring growth to our members in our
spiritual walk before God in the world and that He would add to our congregation
those whom He has appointed through the preaching of His word that works faith
in our hearts and minds.

The Lord’s servant,
Rev. Hank Bowen
Parochial Report of Rev. Jimmy J. Hall

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

Somebody once said that you need to be motivated. Another person said that
motivation is not the problem, but discipline, and you need discipline. What
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happens when both motivation and discipline fail? The Holy Spirit directs us
away from any praise we might find in and of ourselves and brings us to God,
saying, “... our sufficiency [ability] is of God.” (2 Cor. 3:5) Would that God, the
source and benefactor, give to pastors, elders, deacons, and all his people his grace
and strength to do more.

Over the past year, Rev. Jimmy John Hall has experienced such joy from the Lord
for strength. A letter was received from a church member in another charge some
ten years ago. The nature of the letter was one of thanksgiving for a very
memorable sermon that challenged this person’s convictions regarding a certain
subject. At first, there were deep convictions, then action with godly fear and
praise to God. This letter came at the right time. It is hung in the pastor’s office
as a piece of fruit from the harvest (Luke 10:2).

First, preaching has continued throughout the year. Rev. Jimmy John Hall has
not only preached at Eureka Reformed Church (ERC) some 48 times, but he has
also preached for other ministers some four times, and preached an additional 36
times on Sunday afternoons and Tuesday chapels for the nursing facility. We also
had a very great Mission Fest with Heidelberg Theological Seminary (HTS)
professor, D. Patrick Morgan. HTS also provided a conference in February that
was very good. They taught about being a reformed Christian among the non-
reformed. Eureka Reformed Church also held the annual community Ministerial
Association service. The church was packed full, and the comments about the
service were full of thanks to God for a good message.

Second, alongside the ministry of the word, the adult Sunday School has been
very good. It has a large attendance and great discussions. ERC is using an
archaeological book called “Where God Came Down” by Joel P. Kramer. Rev.
Jimmy John Hall’s goal in the class is to show how the two divisions of science,
observable and historical science, can be used correctly when in service to the
Queen of Science, namely, Theology. First, the abuses thereof were
demonstrated. Second, the proper uses thereof were established. Third, the
evidences were put in the correct light.

Third, Rev. Jimmy John Hall leads a weekly Bible study for a small group meeting
at the parsonage. The small group has been studying the Epistle to the Romans.
There is a lot of conversation and questions about other things.

Fourth, in addition to preaching, Sunday School, and Bible Study, Rev. Hall has
provided twelve local newspaper articles, ranging in subjects. A second way Rev.
Hall is serving the community is by volunteering at the local elementary school
for recess duty twice a week.

Fifth, ERC also had a VBS program and a children’s Christmas program. We had
so many gifted members of the church help and equip the young people with
gospel teaching and service. We also had a Heidelberg (Confirmation) Banquet.
Although we had one young person confirmed, at the same time, we
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acknowledged each catechumen for their work and progress. We made a big deal
about our young people to crown their hard work. The members of the church
asked that this be an annual event.

Next, over the past year, Eureka Reformed Church lost several members. David
G. Fischer, Harry Hoff, and Willis M. Schnabel. David G. Fischer was 72 at his
passing from this life to the next. He departed on Monday, February 12, 2024, at
the Avera Eureka Healthcare Center. David served his country in the United
States Air Force and served Eureka Reformed Church as a Sunday School teacher,
superintendent, and trustee. Harry H. Hoff, 91, passed from this life to the next
on Thursday, November 21, 2024. Harry also served his country in the United
States Army. After serving, he settled on the family farm and took care of his
family. Willis M. Schnabel departed from the Church militant to the Church
triumphant on Saturday, June 29, 2024. Willis was a member of the Eureka
Reformed Church, where he was an elder, Sunday School teacher, superintendent,
and sang in the choir for 63 years.

Our membership statistics have decreased some. In 2023, Eureka Reformed
Church recorded 103 communicant members, but in 2024 the numbers changed
to 95. Over the previous year, the elders wrote letters, made phone calls, and met
in person with many members who either moved away or were not attending for
whatever reason. So, this change in membership was the result of updating the
membership rolls long overdue. However, at present, we have a handful of
visitors who have expressed the desire to become members.

Rev. Hall was elected to the office of the Stated Clerk of Classis. This has added
additional work, but he wants to standardize the clerk files and create SOPs to
help with any future change of the guard. Also, Rev. Hall has been active on the
Synod Home Missions and Investment Committees.

In conclusion, please be reminded from the holy word of God about just where
any grace and strength come from. Our abilities come from the Lord. Not only
do these abilities come from the Lord, but so does so much encouragement to
continue to bring in the harvest. May the Lord continue to help not only myself
but also members of Christ to delight more and more in the things of God.

Respectfully and cordially,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall
Parochial Report of Rev. Paul Henderson

Greetings & Welcome to all the delegates of the 40™ Northern Plains Classis
Meeting!

May the Heavenly Father of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ bless each one of
you with His grace, mercy, peace, and fellowship in the Holy Spirit!
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2024 has come and gone, and what a year it has been! Here at Grace Reformed,
we have witnessed the Lord taking home our oldest member, Mrs. Clara Dewald,
(99 yrs. old), adding to our church family with new members, repairing and selling
the parsonage, the confirmation of two covenant young folk, the addition of one
new Deacon, seeing us through many dangers, toils, snares, and guiding us
through the process of searching for a new pastor! Moreover, by God’s amazing
grace, He also helped us maintain the three marks of a true church with the pure
preaching of the word of God, the proper administration of the sacraments, and
the maintenance of godly church discipline!

In all of these things, the Lord has shown Himself over and over again to be our
sure help and loving Shepherd! We thank God for the faithful oversight of the
Elders and Deacons, as well as for providing for us in the pulpit with our regular
pulpit supply, the Rev. Paul H. Henderson, as well as other ministers, including
our faithful “pinch hitter”, the Rev. David Dawn. Please note that the congregation
has voted to have Rev. Henderson as our regular pulpit supply for the year 2025,
or until the Lord sends us a full-time minister. We are continually on the lookout
for a new undershepherd, and we follow up on all inquiries, suggestions, and
possibilities.

The temporal state of Grace Reformed Church is very solid, as the Consistory,
under the guidance of the Deacons and the Trustees, continues to be good stewards
of the Lord’s property and monies.

The spiritual state of Grace Reformed Church is holding steady as everyone has
been provided much grace, even as we search for a new pastor with all due
diligence and patience. The sick and troubled are being visited. The covenant
youth are being catechized and taught. The saints are all contributing faithfully
with their financial support, as well as with their prayerful support, and
fellowshipping together. All of them seek to contribute in serving one another on
Sundays as well as throughout the week! There truly is an atmosphere of peace,
joy, and fellowship in the Holy Spirit.

We thank our God for this time of peaceful, fruitful, and joyous transition from
the events of two years ago. May our Lord be pleased, according to His timetable
and choosing, to send us a faithful minister, who will not only feed us, but pastor
us, according to His goodness, mercy, and love.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the Spiritual Council, the Consistory, and the
saints of Grace Reformed Church at Mitchell, South Dakota.

Rev. Paul H. Henderson (Retired minister/Regular Pulpit Supply)

Parochial Report of David Irwin

“Let your conversation be without coveteousness; and be content with
such things as ye have: for He hath said, | will never leave thee, nor
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forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I
will not fear what man shall do unto me.” — Hebrews 13:5-6 (KJV)

Dear Fathers and Brothers in Christ Jesus,

In Hebrews 13:5-6, we see the promise that God gave to Joshua in Joshua 1:5 (I
will never leave you, nor forsake you) applied to all believers in Christ. Just as
the LORD was with Joshua as he led the people into the promised land, so now
Jesus our Lord is with us as He leads us into the Promised Land. As a result, we
can have a confidence that does not rely on worldly wealth. We can also live as
Christians in this wicked world with boldness and without fear of what man may
do. Our Lord is with each one of us, and He has promised never to leave nor
forsake us. As we do the work of the Church, Christ has promised to be with us
every day until the end of the age (Matt. 28:20).

It has been my honor and privilege to serve as the pastor at Salem Reformed
Church in Ashley, ND, through the year 2024. As a congregation, we met for
services an estimated 59 times this past year, including Ascension Day, two
Mission Fest services, our Christmas program, and Christmas Day. We only
canceled two services due to weather: New Year's Day and January 14. As
minister of Word and Sacrament, | preached at 55 of those services, with one
Sunday as a Reading Service, one Sunday with guest preacher Dr. J. P. Mosely,
and two Mission Fest sermons from Rev. Jimmy Hall.

Our Sunday morning sermon series in 2024 included a set of Catechism sermons
(mostly from Romans) through the end of February, and then covering the books
of Ezra and Titus and starting on the book of Joshua this past October. For the
Christmas season, we spent time in select passages from lIsaiah.

We celebrated the Lord's Supper three times in 2024 (April 21, August 11, and
October 27). We did not hold any baptisms, weddings, or confirmations this past
year. We had funerals for two of our members — Alice Meidinger on July 9, and
Elder Vern Moos on August 10. We held 12 or 13 adult Sunday School classes,
covering mostly Exodus 8:1 through 16:21. Sharron Meidinger taught our
children's Sunday School for lan Entzie. (A second Sunday School class for older
children was just started on Feb. 2, 2025.) We lost two members to death in 2024.
Though we did not gain any new members this past year, we have had several
consistent visitors, some of whom have expressed interest in becoming members.
One of those prospective new members has started playing piano for our Sunday
morning services — our first pianist in about nine years!

For the Northern Plains Classis of the RCUS, | continued to chair the Christian
Education and Publications Committee and served on the Candidates and
Credentials Committee. For Synod, | continued to chair the Board of Trustees,
served on the Communications Committee, and served as the Synod
Communications Committee's liaison with the RCUS Welcoming Committee.
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Outside of the church, | conducted or assisted with five funerals in our
community. | taught a class at the Ashley Community Vacation Bible School in
May. For the Ashley Medical Center's nursing home, | conducted 12 chapel
services and led an estimated 20 Bible studies. | also preached for the Eureka
Reformed Church once, First Reformed in Herried, SD, three times, Hope
Reformed Church (ARC) in Westfield, ND, three times, and Strasburg Reformed
Church (ARC) in Strasburg, ND, once. | also chaired the meetings of the Ashley
Ministerial Association, participating in the community's Good Friday and
Thanksgiving services, and leading the Salvation Army bell-ringing campaign
over the Christmas holiday season.

For our radio ministry, “Start the Week” on KSJIB AM-600, our program aired an
estimated 47 times in 2024 out of 52 Sundays, with 20 new programs and 27
edited re-runs. Overall, | preached at least an estimated 82 sermons in 2024 (100
times, counting the new radio programs) and taught an estimated 32 Bible studies
and Sunday School classes.

While the population in Ashley continues to decline, church attendance at Salem
Reformed has remained steady and has even grown. The loss of members to death
is being offset by the regular visitors, and | hope to see some of those visitors
become members sometime this year. The problems at the ELCA church in town
are beginning to draw a few of their members our way, but many in that
congregation have simply ceased going to church. They have no pastor, and the
ongoing issues at the Lutheran church in town have the potential to impact the
spiritual health of the entire Christian community here. Whether that impact is
positive or negative remains to be seen. One of the ways we are addressing that
vacuum is by creating a larger children's Sunday School class that was started just
this February by one of our deacons. For our congregation, there is a sense of
hopeful expectation for a good future (HC Q. 28). This is part of why | see my
ongoing ministry in Ashley, ND, as so important. The Lord seems pleased to use
my presence here to support and shepherd all of the believers in town, and not
only those of the Reformed faith.

The loss of one of our elders, Vern Moos, back in August was a hard blow.
However, Ron Meidinger, who had previously retired from serving as an elder
due to a stroke several years back, has agreed to serve again, being duly elected
and installed. We nearly lost one of our Deacons this year as well, with Scott
Schlepp having a heart attack and needing two stents (he has since recovered quite
nicely). On a personal note, for the first time in several years, | avoided coming
down with a fresh case of COVID-19, so | have had more energy and a clearer
mind this past year. The previous year's bout of COVID-19 affected my memory
so badly for a while that | started thinking | would have to retire, but thankfully,
that issue has since cleared up, and | am looking forward to continued ministry
work.
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| count it a privilege and an honor to be able to serve the needs of not only the
congregation of Salem Reformed Church but also of the other Christians in the
area as | am allowed to expound the Scriptures and proclaim Christ Jesus. | look
forward to continuing to serve as the pastor in Ashley for as long as Christ chooses
to keep me here.

Grace and Peace in Christ —
— Rev. David B. Irwin.

Parochial Report of Rev. Michael Lassley

Greetings in the name of God the Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Grace and peace to you all.

It has been a privilege to serve in the Reformed Church in the United States for
yet another year, and a blessing to reflect upon this past year and recall the
steadfast love and faithfulness the Lord has shown to us all. I’'m thankful to God
for you all and thankful to you all for making my service in the RCUS a joy.

Reflecting upon this time last year... I had just gotten out of the hospital, it was
shaping up to be one of the most divisive and ideologically driven election years
in recent history, inflation was becoming a household word, and it was difficult
to tell what would become of the nation’s social experiment with moral relativism,
cultural Marxism, and the plethora of “critical social theories” that came as the
result of trying to live without truth. | reported to you then that it seemed to me
that 2023 had been a year of preparation and that 2024 seemed that it would be a
year of growth. That was my prayer for us at that time; looking back now, | believe
the Lord answered that prayer.

As the Lord has told us, he often uses such trials to grow his people; as it is written,
“We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not
put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.” (Rom 5.3-5) and elsewhere, “so that the
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ.” (1 Pet 1.7)

| believe the Lord has grown our local church both spiritually and physically this
past year; granting us a spirit of peace and unity throughout 2024 such that
although we had seven communing members depart during the year for various
reasons, (Ben and Chelsea Barthel, Paul and Laura Maassen, Joshua Waldorf, Jeff
and Heather Wenske) all except for two did so peacefully and with the church’s
understanding, blessing, and affection. Even so, by the end of the year, the Lord
had added ten new communing members to our membership (Payton Lassley,
Daniel Duncan, Fayeth Goldthwaite, Miles Schafer, Chad and Lisa Barrett and
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their daughters Ella, Lola, Perla, and Leila) along with happy news of Ella’s
engagement and that two of our existing families (Silas and Jena Henderson, Tom
and Ashley Bentz) are expecting in 2025. For all this, we praise God... for he has
done it all through the ordinary means of grace poured out upon us while we were
simply being his people... being his church in weekly worship, teaching,
nurturing, and reaching... which in 2024 included the following:

« the consecutive preaching through Mark during the regular Sunday worship
services

* the reciting and teaching of the Apostle’s Creed, Nicene Creed, and the
Athanasian Creed; the Ten Commandments; the Canons of Dort and the
Heidelberg Catechism

* astudy of Romans for the adults; an overview of Genesis through Exodus for
the youth

« the baptisms of Gabriel Barthel and Fayeth Goldthwaite
* six observances of the Lord’s Supper

« the funeral of Carson James Bentz

» The graduations of Jena Henderson and Jason Stout

« biweekly Bible studies in the book of Psalms for the whole church and various
book studies for both men and women

» weekly confirmation studies over the Bible, church history, and the Heidelberg
Catechism

» a Valentine’s dinner, a Good Friday service, a summer cookout, a Harvest
party, a Mission Fest, a Thanksgiving Eve service, a Reformation party, a Clay
Shoot, a Christmas party, a Christmas Eve service, a movie night (The Ark in
the Darkness)

« monthly fellowship nights at the parsonage
« supporting Heidelberg Theological Seminary’s ministry to the Philippines

» weekly chaplaincy at the Coffee Cup Travel Plaza in Summit and Benchmark
Foam in Watertown

Throughout all of these things and more, the Lord has graciously preserved us to
be his church in Watertown, SD, for another year. He continues to bless us with
a spirit of peace and unity, he has sustained our health, our families, and our
budget, grown our building fund, continued to add to our membership, supplied
for our music needs (new hymnals), and sustained our deacons and elders... all
so that we might continue to grow.

In light of these things, | believe even more than before, that 2025 will be a year
of growth for us as a church; not merely in numbers but more importantly, in
maturity, as it is written, “in the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
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of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
... from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which
it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that
it builds itself up in love.” (Eph 4.13-16)

There should be no doubt among any of us that this is God’s will for all of us as
his church; it comes directly from his word and it will not change for any of us
until either he calls us home or returns. If he has saved us, he will be saving us,
and he will save us in this way and no other. If we are justified by him, we must
be sanctified by him... we must grow... for it is written. He has given us his Son,
his Spirit, and his word for this very purpose; has equipped us with everything we
have and everything we are and has gathered us together into his body from all
over the world and has blessed us that we would be his church... and grow. This
is God’s doing, not ours... the work of the Holy Spirit, not men.

How this happens is not supposed to be a mystery or a secret, it is not one way for
some people and another way for others, it happens precisely as it’s written... by
the ordinary means of grace provided by God to his people as they faithfully and
simply be his people... be his church, “devoting themselves to the apostles’
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2.42)
“not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one
another.” (Heb 10.25) This is how God says disciples are made and sustained,
“baptized in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and
taught to observe all that Jesus commanded us.” (Matt 28.19-20)

From the past seven years of serving as a pastor in the RCUS | would like to offer
you all this solemn observation: members who are regularly involved in being
the church, grow... members who are not regularly involved in being the church,
do not... and soon drift away, disappointed, and bitter.

If you are a member who has been regularly involved in being his church, pray
that the Lord would keep you involved in being his church so that you may
continue to grow. If you are a member of his church who has not been regularly
involved in being his church, pray that the Lord would move you to start being
regularly involved in his church so that you may start to grow.

If there is some reason you are not able to be regularly involved in being his
church where you are, pray that the Lord would move you to a church among
whom you can be regularly involved and grow; a true church, where the whole
gospel is faithfully preached, the sacraments are rightly administered, and church
discipline is faithfully upheld, before it’s too late.

For the sake of Christ, your own sake, and the sake of others, if you are not able
to be regularly involved in his church where you are, do not idly keep your
membership there. Not being involved in Christ’s church in and like any sin, if
persisted in, it will harden your heart, stop your ears, and blind your eyes to your
need for his grace. His church is growing just as Christ has promised it would,
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nothing, not even the gates of hell can stop that. My most repeated prayer for our
church this past year was that every member would be regularly involved in our
church and that our church would grow with every one of them rather than without
them. This year, I’ll be praying the same for all of our churches as well.

Here at the beginning of 2025, it is an exciting time to be in our church and in the
RCUS. Many of our younger members who have already grown up in the church
are now actively serving the church and asking to be trained to serve the church
even more. The next generation of covenant children is fast on the way. The
national election has come and gone, and we’ve recently re-elected and installed
a young deacon of our own (Silas Henderson). If the results of the national
election signal that our nation has had its fill of trying to live without truth, amen.
Let us continue to pray that the new administration is biblically informed and
sincere about the faith they have professed and that they will prove to be the
servant leaders that the Lord has called them to be.

As for us, the members of the RCUS, let us pray that we, every one of us, remain
biblically sound and sincere about the faith that we have confessed, that we would
prove to be the church our Lord has called us to be, faithful and working properly
until he either calls us home or returns. The Lord be with you all. May you all
“grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” this new
year. “To whom belongs glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.” (2 Pet
3.18).

Yours in Christ,
The Rev. Michael Lassley

Parochial Report Rev. Kevin Pulliam

Greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

Psalm 1:1-3, “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor
stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful; but his
delight is in the law of the Lord, and in His law, he meditates day and night. He
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its
season, whose leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper.”
The point being that when the believer looks to be led by what God’s Word calls
us to do and believe, rather than worldly thinking and living, that person, by God’s
grace will be like a tree planted by water that brings forth fruit, according to God’s
blessings and in His timing. When 1 look out at the church | serve, Christ
Reformed Church (CRC), what I see is a church that God has blessed because we
make much of Christ and His Word. Let me take a moment to praise God for how
we have seen Him bless us.

First off, over the course of this year, we have seen a number of new people
coming into our ministry. Out of those who have just begun to come, one family
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has joined the church, and it has been a blessing for them to participate with us
here at CRC. They have joined us in our Tuesday evening studies contributing to
our discussions, and they have joined us in corporate worship and in Sunday
school.

Secondly, we are blessed because we have been able to enjoy the sweetest of
fellowships at CRC. When we gather to worship the Lord and remember what
Christ has done for us on the cross of Calvary through the Sacrament of the Lord’s
Supper, followed by a meal, it is a blessing of the Lord. We are blessed in our
discussion during and after Sunday school and our Tuesday evening studies, as
well as our fellowship following our Lord’s Day service. We gathered a couple of
times this past Fall to enjoy hymn sings at Doc and Diana Dockter’s house. It was
a blessing when we gathered for our annual Reformation Day Celebration, our
Thanksgiving Day service, and our Christmas Party.

We are blessed thirdly because on every Lord’s Day we sing beautiful hymns
from the Trinity Hymnal which are led by truly talented and musical people.
Whether they are leading us by their singing or by their piano-playing talents, we
are blessed to sing songs that both teach us sound theology as well as glorify the
Lord. This blessing reminds me of what Psalm 13:5-6 tells us, “But I have trusted
in Your mercy; my heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. | will sing to the Lord
because He has dealt bountifully with me.”

We are blessed on Sunday when we recite our confessions as well as hear them
explained to us, together. We completed the Heidelberg Catechism in December
and now we are going through the Canons of Dordt. To be exhorted in the faithful
summaries of what the Word of God teaches us is a tremendous blessing. Through
them, we remain unified both with each other at CRC and all Biblical churches of
the past, present, and future who hold tight to the “one Body and one Spirit, just
as you were called in one Hope of your calling; one Lord, one Faith, one
Baptism; one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all” Eph 4:4-6.

We have been blessed by the God-given gifts that Carissa and Kelcie Poe have
been given, to the Glory of God, to teach our covenant elementary children during
our Sunday School hour, and they are doing a marvelous job.

The Lord has blessed us in the mere fact that we continue, by God’s grace, to be
able to meet in this facility. God has provided for all of our needs in our being
here. The rental cost, as we saw in our financial report, is going up and therefore,
our giving must increase.

Itis a blessing that we can put our sermons out on Facebook, Instagram, YouTube,
and Sermon Audio. The number of people who are able and actually do hear
God’s Word is growing.
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There are many other blessings that have come about in this past year, and we are
thankful for these and many others that God has given us. Please pray that our
church will grow and that God will send us families who are committed to
Covenantal Reformed Theology and serving in the local church. Please pray for
our Consistory as we look to serve CRC the best we can (with God’s help) to the
glory of God.

In the future, we will continue to march through the book of Genesis, verse by
verse. We will also continue to listen to the instruction from Sinclair Ferguson in
the series “Lessons from The Upper Room.” Please pray for me that I would be
able to find material on Biblical Evangelism as we look to learn how God would
have us share our faith in a way that is honoring to Him.

Please also know, on a personal note, that Rachel, Ruth, and I have truly felt loved
by all of you in the short amount of time we have been in the NPC. We have taken
in two new foster children, Dentrick, who is 17 months old, and his sister Tristy,
who is only three months old. We are hoping to adopt them, but trusting the Lord
in every step we take and relying on His strength and wisdom as we navigate
parenthood for these two precious foster kids.

With that, in the words of Hebrews 13:1, “Let brotherly love continue!”

Rev. Kevin Pulliam
Christ Reformed Church

Parochial Report of Cody Schwichtenberg
Esteemed brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

In life, there are changes that take place. Joy is sometimes changed to sorrow, and
then sorrow is changed to joy. Optimism is changed to pessimism, and then
pessimism is changed to optimism. Circumstances and emotions change
frequently; however, as pastors, we must be careful that our eyes don’t get stuck
on the things that change, but rather our eyes should be fixed upon the One who
doesn’t change. Consider what the writer of Hebrews said in his epistle,
“Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author
and finisher of our faith...Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”
(Hebrews 12:1-2; 13:8)

In 2024, the Lord taught me not to focus on what changes, but rather, | should
focus on what doesn’t change. God doesn’t change. Jesus doesn’t change. God’s
promises don’t change. If you remember from my report last year, I spoke of 2023
being a bittersweet year. My mother died, and then Ezra was born. The bitter and
the sweet carried over into 2024, which sank me into a time of depression. Upon
reflection, | believe that focusing upon my circumstances and emotions rather
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than focusing upon God played a significant role in my wrestling with what has
been called “the dark night of the soul” or melancholy. Depression is nothing new.
Men of the Bible and men from church history have experienced depression.
These men include the writers of the Psalms and Ecclesiastes, Elijah, Martin
Luther, and C.H. Spurgeon. | have been honest with my congregation about these
struggles, which have helped others open up about their own struggles with
depression, and my own struggles have helped me minister to them. | remind
myself that a bad day is not a wasted day because God is working all things for
my good and sanctification. By the grace of God, support from others, journaling
my prayers, medication, and exercise, | am in a much better place than | was a
year ago. My eyes are once again ‘‘fixed upon Jesus.”

Compared with my change in circumstances and emotions, from a statistical point
of view, there was little change compared to the previous 3-4 years. At the
beginning of the year, Ezra was baptized. After that, there were no new members,
no weddings, no confirmations, and no other baptisms in 2024. We did lose a few
members. There was one death, one transfer to another RCUS church, and one
erasure. In a small town of 400 people, it is unlikely to see an increase in
membership every year. However, we should give thanks to the LORD for the
blessings He has bestowed upon us. As a church, we have been around since 1904.
God has sustained us for 120 years! If you look at our church membership, we
have plenty of young families and youth in the church. There is a future! By the
grace of God, faithful preaching, faithful attendance in worship, generous giving,
diligent evangelism, persistent prayer, and proper education of our youth, this
church will be around for many years to come.

Another thing that has not changed is that the congregation of First Reformed
Church continues to love, support, and serve one another. They supported Angie
and me when we were in survival mode after the birth of Ezra. It has been a
challenge to continue our regular activities in the church as new parents. With the
help of the congregation, we were able to keep things going as usual. Vacation
Bible School, the Reformation Day Party, and the Christmas program continued
with very little change. There was always someone to hold and play with Ezra.
The members of First Reformed were also loving, helpful, and supportive of a
family in the church who suffered a tragic loss this past summer. One thing we
don’t lack in the church is love. I pray that this love will continue for years to
come. At First Reformed, we had many opportunities to hear the Word of God
preached by fellow RCUS pastors. Dr. Maynard Koerner, Rev. Jimmy Hall, Rev.
Dave Irwin, Rev. Dennis Roe, and Rev. Carl Gobelman all filled our pulpits in
2024. Rev. Dennis Roe even did a presentation on his trip to Nepal, which was
greatly appreciated by many of the members.

As it pertains to my ministerial work, | have been busy. | completed a sermon
series in Revelation, and | also taught on Galatians and 1% John. As a part of
worship, we read through the Book of Proverbs and prayed that the Lord would
give us biblical wisdom. Along with my usual work in Herreid, | was called upon
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to help the Northern Plains Classis and the RCUS Synod. Hope Reformed Church
in Pierre called upon me to help with a disciplinary matter in the church. Eureka
Reformed Church called upon me to help with a funeral while Rev. Jimmy Hall
was on vacation. One of the Synod committees called upon me to attend a
conference in Tinley Park, Ill. I also had the privilege of attending a conference
in Omaha on “The Law of God.”. I plan to attend this conference annually as it
encourages me and strengthens my faith. In all honesty, the Lord used that
conference and fellowship with Rev. Carl Gobelman to lift me out of depression
and direct my eyes back upon Christ. | would say that the fellowship | had with
my brother in Christ did more good than the conference. That is why we, as
pastors of the Northern Plains Classis, need to continually fellowship with one
another, whether that be through book study, phone call, sharing a meal, or having
a cup of coffee together.

In July of 2025, it will be my 10" year as the pastor of First Reformed Church. If
it is the LORD’s will, I hope to be ministering to the dear saints in Herreid for
many years to come. | love the congregation, and it has been a joy to see them all
grow in Christ. Things will continue to change in my personal life and in the
world, however, | will still have my ups and downs. The same goes for the church,
however, | will continue to remind myself and the church that “The LORD does
not change.” “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.”

Respectfully Submitted,
Pastor Cody Schwichtenberg

Parochial Report Rev. Michael Voytek
Fathers and Brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

The Apostle Paul, in the middle of his letter to the church in Ephesus, stopped and
prayed for them (and by extension us) as follows: “For this reason | bow my knees
to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to
be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith; that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the width and length and
depth and height -- to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to Him who is able to do
exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works in us, to Him be glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen” (Ephesians 3:14-21). This is my heart’s desire and prayer
for you as well.

Looking back at the great things that the Lord has done for Grace Reformed
Church in Dickinson this last year, the most significant is the completion of the
task of becoming a fully self-supporting church. As you know, the mission’s
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support from the RCUS Synod ended in June. Now, the full weight of the financial
support of the mission of this local church rests on the shoulders of the members
of the congregation. The question that | asked of the congregation during our
annual congregational meeting in January of this year was, “Will we rise to the
occasion?” Encouragingly, the Lord enabled the congregation to retire almost
$20,000 of debt on the church building in 2024. Praise the Lord! | would like to
thank the members and churches of the Northern Plains Classis who took up a
special offering last year to help make this possible. We still face the challenge of
eliminating the remaining debt of $150,000 as quickly as possible so that we can
free up those financial resources to support further outreach/church planting in
other areas, as well as other worthwhile ministry endeavors. Please continue to
pray for the Lord to provide the financial resources needed. Also, please pray for
wisdom for the consistory as we explore how to refinance the bank loan of
approximately $95,000 of the total debt that is coming due in August of this year.

Throughout the year, Grace RCUS has been blessed with the fruit of God’s Word
through the preaching and teaching ministry of the church. On Sunday mornings,
we completed the series of sermons from the book of Ephesians, a series on the
topic of covenantal love from 1 Corinthians 13, and a study in the book of Ezra.
In November, we began a series in the book of Nehemiah. During our Wednesday
night Bible study, we finished studying the Gospel of John, and in December,
began a series in the book of Psalms. Another very important part of the teaching
ministry of the church that should be mentioned is the confirmation preparation
of the youth of the congregation. This year, we were blessed to observe the
profession of faith by five covenant youth. In September, we began a new
confirmation preparation class with two students who are very diligent in pursuing
a deeper understanding of the truth and preparing to make a credible profession
of faith. The other aspect of discipleship training that | would like to mention is
the classes that are being taught after the morning worship service for the children.
At the beginning of the year, Lisa Aune continued to teach the children as she had
for many years until the beginning of summer. She is to be commended for her
faithfulness and labor of love. Last year in my pastor’s report, I asked for prayer
that the Lord would raise up volunteers to teach the children, and He has answered
the prayers of His people. Due to the new teachers and the increased number of
children in the congregation, we decided to divide the one class into two. The
older children are now being taught by Mrs. Rebecca Voytek and the younger
children by Mrs. Emma Nortje and Miss Morgan Aune. Praise the Lord!

Concerning attendance, we averaged 15 visitors per Sunday, including several
families with small children. Our average total attendance was 40 per Sunday, not
counting the members in Weiser, Idaho. Speaking of the group in Weiser, due to
the move to California by the Derek Reis family (elder Derek Reis was the only
church officer there), it was decided to close the work. The three families
transferred their membership to Reformed churches in Idaho and California. We
were very sad to see the mission work close, but we pray that the Lord may raise
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up other churches in its place. At the same time, we rejoiced in the reception into
church membership of the Bill and Raelynn Schimetz family with the baptism of
Bill and their 4 children, the TJ Sims family with the baptism of his 6 children,
and Brandon Rosales, who made a profession of faith through baptism. Thus, with
the public profession of faith by the five covenant youth mentioned earlier, the
congregation increased from 19 to 22 communicant members and decreased from
13 to 11 baptized children, making the total church membership 33. One
additional note, there are at least 5 visiting families and/or individuals who have
expressed interest in learning about becoming members of the church. | have been
conducting membership inquiry classes with several of them. Please pray that the
Lord will continue to add to our church family for the sake of the advancement of
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ and the lost souls in our community and the
world.

We have also been blessed by God through the exercise of the gifts of the
members of the church. We met for meals and fellowship periodically and
especially on occasions such as Reformation Day, Thanksgiving, and Christmas.
I am thankful for those who faithfully record the sermons to enable us to broadcast
the preaching of the Word of God to the ends of the earth through
SermonAudio.com, Facebook, and the church website. In the past, | asked for
prayer that the Lord would provide volunteers to assist the worship through the
exercise of their musical gifts in playing the piano. In answer to this prayer
request, the Lord raised up four gifted pianists. Praise the Lord for His gracious
provision! Furthermore, it has been a blessing to see several members and visitors
volunteer to help with the cleaning of the church as well as to do maintenance and
repairs. Please pray for more people to step up and help.

Another aspect of the ministry that the Apostle Paul mentioned in his charge to
the Ephesian elders recorded in Acts chapter 20 was that of oversight of the flock.
This responsibility includes both the faithful proclamation of the Gospel, the
proper administration of the sacraments, and Christian discipline (Belgic
Confession, chapter 29). | am pleased to report that the Spiritual Council takes
this responsibility very seriously, being zealous to guard and protect the flock.
The Lord’s table is properly guarded. Furthermore, we are in the process of
visiting each member’s family in fulfillment of our pastoral responsibilities. We
are greatly blessed by the faithful service of Elder Dan Aune and Deacon Jeremy
Cox. Please pray that the Lord will raise up other church officers (i.e., elders and
deacons) to join in serving the Lord and his beloved church.

Concerning ministry opportunities that the Lord provided your fellow servant in
2024, besides the honor and privilege of serving as pastor (under shepherd) of
Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson, | was able to visit the brethren at Covenant
Reformed Chapel, Weiser, Idaho, for the final service in April. In May, I
completed teaching a Biblical Hebrew course at Dickinson State University. |
ended up with three students, including two students in the Philippines and one in
Kenya. Due to a change in policy by the University that there needs to be at least
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nine students for a course to be offered, | was not able to offer the course in the
Fall of the year. Also, during the year, | was asked to teach Old Testament courses
for both Heidelberg Theological Seminary (for students in the Philippines) and
City Seminary of Sacramento (for students in the United States and the
Philippines). On a personal note, my wife Rebecca and | are so grateful to the
Lord for being able to attend the baptism of our first grandchild, Titus Gregory
Voytek, son of David and Rachel in December. It was a special honor to be asked
to conduct the service in Willows, California, and to baptize Titus. Finally, due to
a heads-up email from the clerk of Synod, we were able to attend a pastor’s retreat
held by Double Honors Ministry in Monument, Colorado, in September. It is an
amazing ministry that | strongly encourage the pastors of the classis to investigate.
They provided food, housing in a wonderful location, mileage reimbursement,
and even up to $250 in reimbursement for dining and entertainment during our
stay. There were four pastor couples and a couple who led discussions and
encouragement. It was such a blessing in many ways.

I will close with the blessing that the Apostle Paul gave to the believers at Corinth:
“Finally, brothers, rejoice. Aim for restoration, comfort one another, agree with
one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you...The
grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with you all” (2 Corinthians 13:11, 14).

Your fellow bondservant in Christ,
Rev. Michael Voytek

Elder Report of Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the
kingdom. Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for
yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where
no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.” (Luke 12:32-34) The congregation of Hope Reformed Church
certainly takes great encouragement from our Lord’s words from Luke chapter
12. As a “little flock” in the capital city of South Dakota, we have grown
accustomed to setting our eyes upon our faithful Heavenly Father for our
provision. Each year, we approach our congregational meeting with a sense of
wonder as we look at the resources the Lord provides for us to continue to
maintain a reformed witness in the community.

Despite our size and not having a pastor for the entirety of the year, we have
maintained weekly worship (canceling once for cold in 2024), our midweek
meetings for study and prayer are held, and confirmation class (which is now up
to three students) continues. The congregation is deeply appreciative of Rev.
Haddock’s faithful service as he provided pulpit supply for most of the year. We
have also been greatly blessed with three Sunday School teachers, two pianists,
and many other avenues of service our members give to the congregation.
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During the year, we bid farewell to one of our Deacons as Lane Nelson moved to
Rapid City and was dismissed to Grace Reformed. We are grateful to the Lord for
providing Lane as a faithful member during his time with us, even raising him up
to the office of deacon. The Lord provided Mrs. Mary Wegner as a new member,
who expressed her desire to join the congregation and met several times with
Elder Fickbohm to discuss the reformed faith as expressed in the Heidelberg
Catechism. Mary has been a believer from her youth and began attending with us
after hearing one of our pianists, Linda Bentz, practicing to play for worship at
the Lincoln Apartments. She began riding the “Hope Express,” driven by Darla
Fickbohm each Sunday and Wednesday, and quickly found herself at home in the
church family. She has expressed her appreciation for the care we have for one
another in a small congregation.

This year, we also faced our share of difficulties. Our work with a family in the
congregation resulted in the building up of a dear sister through trials and
difficulties, and the discipline of her husband, who was unwilling to repent of his
sin. The practice of Christian Discipline is never pleasant, but it was especially
challenging with a single elder making up the Spiritual Council. We are grateful
to Rev. Schwichtenberg and Elder Haak, who came alongside us during this
process to ensure all was done in good order with love and compassion for all
involved. We have not yet seen the Lord work repentance in the member we have
had to cast out, but we continue to pray “that the spirit may be saved in the day of
the Lord Jesus.” (1 Cor. 5:5) A truly sad result of this unrepentant heart has been
the breakup of a family and the need for diaconal care for Amanda Trimble and
her two boys. In God’s providence, the congregation has been able to provide her
with the use of the vacant parsonage while she seeks the means to provide a safe
and godly home for her two boys. This has been a mutual blessing as she, along
with her parents, has made various improvements to the parsonage, donating both
labor and supplies to building improvements, including finishing painting begun
by the members of Hope, replacing a screen door, and installing a new range hood
in the kitchen.

The improvements to the parsonage are great blessings as we anticipate the start
of Mr. Larry Lynch’s ministry. The congregation voted to call Mr. Lynch in
December and looks forward to his examination at the Spring Meeting of the
Northern Plains Classis. This is greatly anticipated by everyone in the
congregation, including Pastor Emeritus William Haddock, who has provided the
vast majority of pulpit supply for 2025, and Elder Fickbohm (and his family). We
are excited for the emphasis Mr. Lynch has on discipleship and sharing God’s
Word. We pray the Lord will use Mr. Lynch in great ways to advance the Gospel
in Pierre.

While we remain a “little flock” with just 14 communicate and 21 baptized
members, we are grateful for those who worship regularly with us. We have nine
regular visitors who faithfully attend. While many have their membership
elsewhere and are perhaps not in Pierre ‘long-term,” others we pray the Lord will
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place a desire upon their hearts to join with His congregation here and become
more than ‘faithful friends,” but part of the church family.

We rounded out the year at Hope with the blessing of a new covenant child. Emma
Rose Mehlhaf was born to Deacon Dylan and Amber Mehlhaf just before the turn
of the new year. We rejoice with the Mehlhafs and look forward to helping to train
Emma up in the way she should go, trusting that when she is old, she will not
depart from it.

As we face a new year with renewed excitement, there is also the tug of anxiety
as we take on the great responsibility of supporting a pastor once again. We do so
looking not to our own resources, but to the One who owns the cattle on a
thousand hills. We trust that the Lord will provide for us individually and
corporately so that the Gospel of Jesus Christ may go out into our community.
May the Lord see fit to bless the labors of His little flock here in the capital city.

With love in our Savior,
Matthew Fickbohm
Elder, Hope Reformed Church

XI. Constitutional Questions to the Elders

The President asked the elder delegates who were present the Constitutional
Questions from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the
United States. The following are the questions that were read and the answers
that were given:

1. Are the doctrines of the Gospel preached in your charge in their purity,
agreeably to the word of God? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

2. Is careful attention given to the instruction of the youth for confirmation,
the reception of members into the Church, and the Christian nurture of the
members? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

3. Spiritual Nurture
a. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is visitation
faithfully performed? All Elder delegates answered Yes, except
for the Elder from Pierre, who answered No.
b. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is Christian
discipline faithfully exercised according to the Constitution? All
Elder delegates answered Yes.

4. Are the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper properly

administered in accordance with the constitution? All Elder delegates
answered Yes.
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5. Stewardship

a. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Classis paid according to the Guidelines for
Giving? All Elder delegates answered Yes, except for Elders
from Ashley and Herreid, who answered No.

b. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these
monies sent promptly to the Classis treasurer? All Elder delegates
answered Yes, except for the Elder from Herreid, who answered
No.

c. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the
apportionments for the Synod paid according to the Guidelines for
Giving? All Elder delegates answered Yes, except for the Elders
from Ashley and Pierre, who answered No.

d. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these
monies sent promptly to the Synod treasurer? All Elder delegates
answered Yes.

6. Are the church records properly kept? All Elder delegates answered
Yes.

7. Temporal Contract
a. Is the temporal contract between minister and people fulfilled in
your charge? All Elder delegates answered Yes, except the Elder
from Hope, who answered N/A.
b. Is the temporal contract between minister and people adequate to
meet his temporal needs? All Elder delegates answered Yes,
except the Elder from Hope, who answered N/A.

XI1. Numerical & Statistics Reports
See the Appendix of the Abstract for this Report.

XI1l. Reading of the Standing Rules

The Standing Rules were not read due to a motion to suspend the reading of the
Standing Rules.

XIV. Classis Fraternal Delegates Reports

The body heard a report from Elder Dockter, who visited the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church in Mandan, ND.

Elder Dockter received an invitation to the O.P.C. Presbytery held on April 2,
2024, in Mandan, North Dakota. Elder Dockter and Rev. Irwin were able to attend
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this meeting. Elder Dockter brought greetings on behalf of the Northern Plains
Classis.

Rev. Pulliam was permitted to attend the Manitoba Classis meeting of the
Canadian and American Reformed Churches at the Grace Reformed Church in
Winnipeg.

XV. Address and/or Reports of Fraternal Delegates & Visitors

Elder Les Vander Veen from Manitoba Classis, Carman West, Canadian and
American Reformed Churches, addressed the body.

Delegates were then given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

XVI. Special Order

Rev. Schwichtenberg introduced the Candidate, Mr. Larry Lynch (i.e., personal
history/testimony). Mr. Lynch was then examined in each of the following
arcas:
1. Prolegomena - Rev. Schwichtenberg
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.
2. Theology proper - Rev. Schwichtenberg
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.
3. Anthropology - Rev. Henderson
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.
4. Christology - Rev. Henderson
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.
5. Soteriology -Rev. Schwichtenberg
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.
6. Ecclesiology - Rev. Irwin
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

7. Eschatology - Rev. Irwin
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

8. TFU - Elder Mehlhaff
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

9. Constitution - Elder Mehlhaff
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

10. Practica - Rev. Henderson
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

11. English Bible Rev. Schwichtenberg
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

12. Apologetics & Philosophy - Rev. Bowen
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Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

13. Hermeneutics & Homiletics - Rev. Voytek
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

14. Church History - Rev. Irwin
Rev. Schwichtenberg moved to arrest the exam.
Delegates were given an opportunity to ask questions from the floor.

XVII. Standing Committee Reports

Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in
their final, amended form and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.

A. Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services, & Interchurch with
Examinations & Licensure

Your committee received the following reports: Report of Christian Education,
Publications Committee, the Heidelberg Youth Camp Special Committee,
Interchurch Relations Committee, and makes the following recommendations:

Examinations and Licensure

Recommendation #1: That the Licensure exam of Mr. Lynch be sustained as he
has proven “not to be a weak and ignorant man.” (RCUS Constitution Art. 20).

Recommendation #2: That the NPC forgo the standard practice of an eight-
month internship according to Standing Rule #16 for Mr. Lynch.

Recommendation #3: That Mr. Lynch be ordained and installed as a minister of
the RCUS in the NPC upon graduation.

Recommendation #4: That the call and acceptance of Mr. Lynch to Hope
Reformed Church of Pierre, SD, be found in order.

Recommendation #5: That the consistory of Hope Reformed Church work with
the Executive Committee to establish a date for the ordination and installation of
Mr. Lynch.

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services, & Interchurch

Recommendation #1: That the budget and registration fees for HYC 2025 be
adopted.

Recommendation #2: That the theme of “God With Us” be adopted as the theme
of HYC 2025.
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Recommendation #3: That the offerings collected during HYC 2025 be
designated for Seminario Reformada (first offering) and Reformed Faith and Life
(second offering).

Recommendation #4: That congregations take note of the registration deadlines
for early registration by May 16™ and final registration no later than June 20" (a
date which is earlier than usual), and that congregations be encouraged to submit
registrations as early as possible. Take Note.

Recommendation #5: That Elder Matthew Fickbohm continue as editor of the
Northern Plains Chronicles for 2025.

Recommendation #6: That the following dates be adopted for submissions to the
Chronicle: April 31, 2025, July 10", November 6%, and January 9™, 2026.

Recommendation #7: That the Northern Plains Classis continue utilizing the
services of Sermon Audio at a cost of $59.95 per month, $720 per year.

Recommendation #8: That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee
continue to converse with our brothers of the Canadian and American Reformed
Churches with the goal of planning a gathering of our classes in the spirit of
mutual edification and encouragement.

Respectfully,
Rev. Pulliam, Rev. Bowen, Elder Fickbohm

B. Missions

From the Home Missions Committee Report, regarding Recommendation #1.
Take Note.

From the Home Missions Committee Report, regarding Recommendation #2.
Take Note.

From the Home Missions Committee Report, regarding Recommendation #3.
Take Note.

From the Home Missions Committee Report, regarding Recommendation #4.
Take Note.

Respectfully,
Rev. Voytek, Rev. Pulliam, Elder Haak
C. Judicial

Recommendation #1. That Classis overture Synod to commission the Archive
Committee to compile all position papers and ask the Communications
Committee to make them publicly available.

Respectfully,
Rev. Lassley, Rev. Hall, Rev. Haddock, Elder Beck
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D. Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid

Recommendation #1: With regards to the ministerial aid request for Rev. and
Mrs. Poe, that the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture the Synod of the
RCUS for ministerial aid of $21,600 annually (no change) on behalf of Rev. and
Mrs. Phil Poe.

Recommendation #2: With regards to the 75% funding of the Start the Week
radio ministry, that funding be approved through February 2026 for an estimated
cost of $2,925.

Recommendation #3: With regard to the Permanent Diaconal Committee Report.
Take Note.

Recommendation #4: That the following recommendations from the Auditing
Committee Report be adopted, including its recommendations as follows:

1) That the Classis Treasurer’s books be declared to be in order.

2) That the Heidelberg Youth Camp Treasurer’s books be declared to be in
order.

3) That Elder Fickbohm be commended for his work as Treasurer.

4) That the Auditing Committee be excused for the lateness of their report.

Recommendation #5: That the Treasurer’s Report be adopted.

Recommendation #6: That $3,000 be remitted to the Synod in support of the
Tricentennial Celebration occurring in June 2025.

Recommendation #7: With regards to the reimbursement requests for the Spring
Meeting, that all be granted in the total amount of $2,762.20.

Recommendation #8: That the Classis hold at least $25,000 in the Home
Missions Fund should the Lord provide a Regional Missionary and consider all
monies held in the Mission Seed Fund as monies to be held for a term greater than
one year and direct the Treasurer to hold such funds in CD’s if beneficial until
such time as a Regional Evangelist be called.

Recommendation #9: That the dues and guidelines for 2025 be set at: Classical
Dues $13 ($3 increase), Missions $42 ($13 decrease), Missions Seed $15 ($10
increase), Student Development: $2 (no change), and $3 Youth Camp (ho
change); making the total dues and guidelines $75 (no change).

Respectfully,
Elder Fickbohm, Rev. Lassley, Rev. Voytek, Elder Kappes
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E. Nominations

Recommendation #1: To retain the same committee assignments as the
previous year.

1. Executive: Bowen, Hall, Fickbohm

2. Assistant to the Clerk: Haak

3. Auditing: Haddock, DeJong, Aune

4. Camp: Fickbohm, Pulliam, Henderson, Haak

5. Candidates & Credentials: Schwichtenberg, Irwin, C. Mehlhaff,
Snyder

6. Christian Education & Publications: Irwin, Haddock, Beck, and
Strong

7. Diaconal: Lassley, Beck, Kappes
8. Home Missions: Voytek, Lassley, Savage, C. Mehlhaff
9. Interchurch Relations: Bowen, C. Dockter, Pulliam

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Michael Lassley, Elder C. Dockter, and Elder Doug Haak

F. Excuses

Recommendation #1: That all excuses submitted by delegates are accepted.
Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Irwin, Elder Fisher

XVIII. Miscellaneous Reports & Other Business

A. Expression of Appreciation to the Hosting Congregation

The following note of gratitude shall be shared with the congregation of Grace
Reformed Church as they gather for worship this coming Lord’s Day:

“Your brothers and sisters of the Northern Plains Classis are deeply grateful for
your hospitality during our 40" annual Spring Meeting. We rejoice with you as
you celebrate the 50™ anniversary in the history of your congregation and pray the
Lord will continue to bless you as you continue to serve Him. May the love of our
Savior continue to refresh you, even as you have refreshed us with excellent food
and sweet fellowship!”

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk’s Report & Executive Committee’s Report

These were adopted at the time they were read.
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XIX. Reading of the Minutes

At the end of the business meeting, the minutes were read and corrected. Also,
the Clerk was directed to finish the remainder of the Minutes through email to the
delegates. The President asked, “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since
there were no objections, he declared the minutes approved as corrected.

XX. Adjournment

Elder Fickbohm moved that the Classis adjourn to the 41% Annual Spring Meeting
of the Northern Plains Classis to begin on March 5™ and 6, 2026, at 1:00 PM
(CST) at Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD.

The Northern Plains Classis of the Reformed Church in the United States
adjourned its 40" Annual Spring Meeting at 4:38 PM on Friday, March 7, 2025.
A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed seven ministers and seven elders present for a total of
fourteen, a quorum.
B. Devotions
The Northern Plains Classis closed its session on Friday, March 7, 2025, with a
devotion led by Rev. Henderson reading and applying Romans 8:26ff.
C. The Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction & Doxology

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's
Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction and led the Assembly in the
singing of the Doxology.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Jimmy John Hall, Stated Clerk
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Appendix

Treasurer’s Report

Northern Plains Classis
Statement of Financial Position
Year Ended December 31st, 2024

F F

2024 2023
Total Total Change
Current Assets:

Cash S 71,484 $ 50,261 S 21,222
Certificate of Deposit 30,753 25,552 5,201
Total Assets: 102,236 75,813
Current Liabilities:
Total Net Assets $102,236 § 75,813

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Northern Plains Classis
Statement of Activities
Year Ended December 31st, 2024

2024 " 2023
Dues & Guidelines: Total Total
Classical Fund S 4,180 S 4,080
Missions Fund 22,165 8,160
Missions Seed Fund 5,590 14,884
Student Development Fund 836 816
Youth Camp 1,254 1,224
Total Dues Revenue: 34,025 29,164
Other Income:
Interest: Checking 76 62
Interest: Certificate g 1,512 498
Total Other Income: 1,588 560
Total Income: 35,613 29,724
Expenses:
Home Missions:
Start the Week Radio 2,644 2,813
Missions Conference 2,380
Grace RCUS - Dickinson 2,300
Travel - Classical Mission Oversight 755
Sermon Audio 719 599
Brookings Bible Study 316
Total Home Missions: 3,363 9,163
Meetings:
Spring Meeting Mileage 1,466 2,205
Special Meeting (May 2023) Mileage 1,513
Special Meeting (June 2023) Mileage 1,397
Total Meetings: 1,466 5,115
Youth Camp:
Remittance to HYC 1,254 1,224
Total Youth Camp: 1,254 1,224
Student Development:
Lodging 716
Total Student Development: - 716
General Operating:
Stipends - Standing Rule 13 1,150 1,150
Installation & Ordination Travel 220 996
Interchurch Travel 150 115
Abstracts - Printing 1,587 753
General 1,105
Total General Operating: 3,107 4,119
Total Expenses: S 9,190 S 20,336
Change in Net Assets: S 26,423 S 9,388
Net Assets, Beginning of Year 75,813 66,425
Net Assets, End of Year S 102,236 S 75,813

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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2024 Membership & Financial Statistics

204 2023
ABFRDEEN ASHIFY DICKINSON EUREKA HERREID MINOT MITCHELL PIERRE WATERTOWN TOTALS TOTALS DIFFERENCE
Mnber of Elders 3 H 1 3 2 3 17 17 0
Mmber of Dearons 3 z 1 3 i 2 16 15 1
Tiwbe of
Conmumicants 35 19 19 35 32 71 4721 401 20
Recetved By
Confirmation 2 o 5 1 3 2 14 10 4
Received by Trangfor 1 0 0 o i 0 2 13 -11
Recetved by
Profession 0 0 4 1} 0 3 17 11 &
Total Received 3 0 a 1 4 5 EH) 40 -7
Total Old snd New ] 1g 28 6 3 7 454 441 13
Loxt by Dismissal 0 o 6 0 i 8 17 14 3
Lot by Erazure or
Discipline 4 0 0 0 3 p 15 3 12
Lot by Death 3 z o 3 i 1 10 3 7
Total Lost 7 2 & 3 3 11 +] 20 22
Total
‘Communicants
51 17 22 33 33 65 4132 421 -9
13 H 11 E 5 15 5 a3 102 -19
104 13 33 101 33 &0 455 523 -28
a5 14 ] 58 17 3 m 232 -11
13 1 17 & 5 10 74 76 -2
Baptized Adulss 0 o z 0 i o 3 1 2
Baptized Il 1 0 10 0 0 0 13 6 7
Total Baptizms this _
Year 1 0 12 0 o 0 16 7 9
Members' Lovd _
Suppsr 50 17 22 33 29 NA 282 276 &
Number Lord's
Supper (bserved 5 3 5 4 12 3 4g 42 7
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Racsipts

| Offteatan 5174387 548495 5100355 5142833 SE4345 586,260 516,185 553779 595172 STALE1Y  S9M4625 (5122817
Receipts Special 56,031 4,675 3,540 50 56,762 515,614 S1672 54,081 51400 543778 541553 51,223
Receipts Other
Sowrcss 513370 54,291 5300 30 515301 53793 5281377 543 S0 5318431 545666 $272,765

51,144.01

Total Receipt: 5193788 557461 5104135 143833 536408 5106667 5299135 557909 436,572 5 5331848 5152171
Budget Synodical
Funds 528,038 53,714 53,911 528,485 52,644 59512 520,745 52,204 58582 S107908 580445 517,481
Budget Classical
Funds 513057 5500 51425 57,125 53,450 £2,625 4,950 §1,125 52100 536457 531126 55,331
Non Guidline

| Cuasez 54,463 5300 £200 50 2,330 54,000 51116 2,391 50 515405 58,644 56,761
Non RCTE
Bengvolences 50 50 §2,500 50 50 50 5556 5788 50 53,844 5783 53,061
Cther General
Expenzes $124.00 551,865 5105262 5105101 534760 85524 5113135 53417% 584,434 SR3C3EL SBM4174 (5118733
Total 5456870 5564800 51142980  S14071L0 5937840  SI1116610  S1505030  540,7730
Dishursements 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 59511600 5849013 935172  [586,159)
Chuwrch Building £1552,00 51,582,00
Value 5370000 525000 5270000 5250000 540,000 50 5525000  5112,000 50 0 0 50

$112010  51,072,00

Parsonage Valus 50 SEE100 50 5100000 525000 5320000 5252000 5105000  5250,000 0 0 548,100
Property
Inprovements 522,758 50 53,639 50 48,505 57 660 50 50 53348 545000  SES3TE  [823.376)
Fresert Propery
Dsbrr 50 50 5150,410 50 50 50 50 50 S0 5150410 5170351 [519,941)
Dbt Paid Last
Yaar 50 50 513,940 50 50 50 50 50 20 519340 543170 [522,230)
Synodical Giving
Clomom $295 5195 5206 5299 $57.48 5297 5292 S164 $296.00 52101 51.834.00 5207
Clazzical Giving /
Comm. 5137 532 575 575 575 582 570 580 572.00 3698 SE45.00 453
Total RCUS /
Comm, 421 §127 5181 5374 5131 5373 5362 5244 5368 $2,793 5279100 8
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Standing Rules

10.

11.

Organization
The Standing Rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the first Thursday in
March and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it has
been disposed of. (2009, 2021, 2022)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee,
and these proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an
election on the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes
shall be candidates until there is an election.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting of
Classis shall, before the date of the meeting, send the answers to the questions
placed before the elder according to Article 81 of the Constitution. This copy
shall be signed by all the elders of the charge and sent to the Stated Clerk.

Correspondence

The statistics, Credentials of Elders to Classis, and the Mailing Addresses of
Delegates to Classis shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk by February 1st.
(2010, 2012)

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special committees of
Classis shall be completed and mailed or emailed to the Consistories of all the
Churches by February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Parochial
reports from all Ministers and Licentiates are to be sent to the President by
February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Excuses for these
requirements are to be made by written request to the Executive Committee of
Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks before the
meeting of Classis. (2012, 2014)

Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis
shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the
Executive Committee of Classis concerning constitutional matters and
procedures, as provided in Article 91, the answer shall, if the request is in order
and in written form, be presented in written form and relevant only to the item in
question.

All documents submitted to Classis must be written on sheets of white paper
measuring 8.5 inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Financial

The Classical dues shall be due on the first of November and are to be paid not
later than the 30th of November of the current year. (2013)
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern
Plains Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each
fund.

The President of Classis shall receive two hundred dollars ($200.00), the Stated
Clerk shall receive five hundred dollars ($500.00), the Treasurer two hundred
dollars ($200.00), and the Northern Plains Chronicle editor ($250) for the
Classical year. (2008, 2013, 2014, 2022)

Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose congregations
have paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and those delegates
who have attended all sessions or have been properly excused by Classis.

The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for Classis business,
at the mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules. When distance
and time require public travel on public transportation to and from Classis, or for
Classis business, they shall be granted full fare. (2007, 2017)

Examinations

It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the ministry
and before installing ordained ministers from other denominations to require no
less than an eight-month internship for them under the supervision of a pastor of
the Classis who has served in the Reformed Church in the United States for at
least five years. During this internship, particular emphasis shall be placed upon
learning the peculiarities and practices of the RCUS. This internship requirement
may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has received a call or is
licensed. (2010)

The Classis Executive Committee President, along with the Home Missions
Chairman, is charged with overseeing the contact with groups expressing interest
in forming an RCUS church within the Northern Plains Classis. (2022)
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