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VVictimhood: Does this condition resound in our present culture, seem almost main-
stream? “The condition of having been hurt, damaged, or made to suffer, especially 

when you want people to feel sorry for you because of this or use is as an excuse for something” 
(Oxford English Dictionary). 

A very recent book, titled Nation of Victims, makes this statement about present-day 
America: “We’re a nation of victims now.  It’s one of the few things we’ve got left in common. 
Black victims, white victims, liberal victims, conservative victims, Indian victims…Victims, 
ultimately, of each other, and sometimes ourselves” (pg19).  Victimhood has become a popular 
framework for explaining the world around us. Just consider CRT (Critical Race Theory), 
in our day the imposed worldview in much of the academic institutions. Although it has 
various forms, common to all of them is they divide the world into oppressors and victims. 
And it is claimed, the oppression is systemic, whether it be racism, heteronormativity, 
or sexism. Its victims are hapless, and in CRT’s non-Christian worldview, there is no 
forgiveness, no peace with God, no real hope of a happy ending.

Victimhood, or a victim mentality is state of mind that needs renewal by the gospel. 
There is a highly significant difference between suffering as a victim and having a victim 
mentality. Those with a victim mentality tend to think in their adversities:  The enemies 
(whatever the adversities) are too strong, the circumstances too unjust, it’s somebody 
else’s fault, woe is me, I deserve better, so I’m entitled to special privileges.  Living out a 
victim mentality can be tempting. Being outspoken about your victim status is certainly 
a way to get attention for yourself(ves). As well, if you receive, as you think you deserve 
as the oppressed, special services or goods or money, well, it allows for laziness and a lack 
of taking responsibility.
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Suffering as a victim is real. It’s part of life “under the sun” as 
Ecclesiastes refers to the life all human beings experience on this 
present earth. So, not just that of America, but the history all 
nations, peoples, past and present, is replete with victims of all 
kinds. Victims of discrimination, victims of economic policies, 
victims of disease, victims of natural disasters, victims of religious 
persecution, victims of violent crimes, victims of war, victims of 
tyrants, victims of corrupted elections, victims of broken rela-
tionships, victims of sexual abuse, victims of bullying, victims 
of scams. There are also, just recently, claims of being a victim as 
when one of self-determined gender is not acknowledged with 
the “proper” pronouns. 

Then also, God’s people, including today, can be victims of un-
faithful or overbearing officers, or of unchristian conduct within 
the church, or of false doctrine, or, as during the Covid19 times, 
victims of church closures, victims of being denied the public 
worship of God.

In Old Testament redemptive history, Joseph, a son of Jacob, 
was a victim not only of his own brothers’ evil (Gen 37) but 
also a victim of Potiphar’s lustful wife’s false witness against him 
(Gen 39). Did he demonstrate a victim mentality? NO. He had a 
covenant God-centered mentality. He said to His brothers:  But 
as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for 
good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 
alive (NKJV Gen.50:29)

Christ’s apostle Paul was a victim, thrown in jail for the cause of 
Christ, and wrote his letter to the Philippians while imprisoned, 
but there’s no “woe is me” evident. Rather here’s his mindset:  

But I want you to know, brethren, that the things which hap-
pened to me have actually turned out for the furtherance of the 
gospel, 13 so that it has become evident to the whole [a]palace 
guard, and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ; 14 and 
most of the brethren in the Lord, having become confident 
by my chains, are much more bold to speak the word without 
fear (Phil.1:12-14).

As we commemorate the Reformation, we ought remember 
the many testimonies to martyrs, like John Huss, a victim of 
intolerance to the Truth, who did not exhibit self-pity as the 
flames licked at his body tied to a stake in A.D. 1415,  but sang 
“Glory be to God on high”, and was heard to plead not for favors 
from his executioners, but mercy from Him who “taketh away 
the sins of world.”

And who was more victimized than Jesus who, by the lawless 
hands of the Jewish authorities (Acts 2:23), and the Pontius Pi-
late who washed his hands of his giving in to their hateful desires, 
was hung to die, like a criminal, on a cross (Matt. 27). And Jesus 
was completely innocent, and when so reviled, so oppressed, so 
afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb 
to the slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, 

so He opened not His mouth (Isa.54:7). No “woe is me” from 
victimized Jesus. He endured faithfully as He saw the joy on the 
other side of His resurrection (Heb.12:2), and while suffering 
as the innocent victim, prayer for his oppressors (Luke 23:34). 
No victim mentality!

St. Augustine famously said of Jesus on the cross: “Victor quia 
victima,” which means “victor because victim” (from The Confes-
sions, X, 69-70, it’s well worth looking up and reading its two 
paragraphs). As the willing victim on the cross, Jesus became the 
victor over the enemies of sin, death, and the devil for all who 
heed the gospel and repentantly turn to Him, which is by God’s 
grace through faith.

We who do turn to Jesus Christ in true faith know that we are 
victims; victims of Adam’s sin, victims of death however it befalls 
us; victims of the curse and its effects on our bodies and minds; 
victims of our depravity in Adam; the greatness of our universal 
misery, as we confess. The victimization of one another, no matter 
its form, is rooted in our sinful nature. And we who have new life 
in Christ are still in the process of being sanctified, and in our 
lack of love for neighbors we are yet prone to victimize others. 
But halleluiah, there will not be any victimization taking place 
among the resurrected, glorified church!

But in these last days, on this yet sin-cursed earth, as we await 
the consummation of our victory in Christ over the power of 
sin and death and the devil., how should we respond when vic-
timized? Woe is me? May it not be so. Victimhood, the victim 
mentality, and its behavior are not fitting for us who are victors 
in Christ Jesus. The proper mindset and behavior, when the go-
ing gets tough, and we’re tempted to victimhood, is exemplified 
for us (see the only few examples previous).  Even as we suffer 
as victims of others, we are to do good, loving our enemies with 
the aim of leading them to Christ (I Peter 2:12), and rejoicing 
even as we grieve (I Peter 1:6, 4:16).

The Holy Spirit emboldens us, as we abide in Him who was on 
our behalf “Victor quia victima”, with redemptive truths such as 
this:   We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us 
(Rom.8:37). It’s a big-picture, redemptive view that gives the cour-
age and hope by which to overcome victimhood in the midst of 
suffering as a victim.  We are overwhelmingly victorious because 
of Christ’s work for us. No oppressor, no enemy, no victimizing 
circumstance; not tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or 
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword (Rom.8:35) can take 
away the victory Jesus Christ gained for us…. victor quia victima. 
In that assurance we say not “woe is me,” but live responsibly,  
repentantly joyfully before the face of our God because by His 
love in Jesus Christ we who were victims are now victors.  

George Horner 
Ridgeland, SC
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On Being 
MEEK-MINDED

TThe word meek is not a word that gets much play these 
days.  In fact, many do not even know what the word really 

means. Since it rhymes with weak, it is often considered syn-
onymous with that word but maybe with a little more dignity. 
To some meekness is a sort of self-imposed dignified weakness 
or maybe an occasional lifestyle fasting from self-promotion. 

In this present day and age of “look at me and what I have 
achieved,” the pursuit of meekness just isn’t an attention grabber 
on social media. How does anyone convey patience and humility 
on a platform that is ultimately about boasting? 

In the context of Matthew 5:5, Jesus Christ is not singling out 
those who are timid, spineless, or those who have no conviction. 
When he says, “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth,” our Lord is singling out those who are strong and can 
endure with patience, humility and service despite the challenges 
and hardships that may befall them.

Any common English dictionary will offer two definitions to 
the state of being meek:

those characterized by patience and long-suffering and those 
who are deficient in spirit and courage.

When it comes to living out the Christian faith, our level of 
meekness reveals our attitude toward God and our attitude to-
ward each other, and our meekness is most revealed when we are 
under pressure and in a state of affliction. 

In sports a fair-weather fan will always root for a team when 
that team is excelling, 

but when the team tanks, the fan looks for another team. The 
same can be applied to faith; a fair-weather believer, which is no 

believer at all, will stick with the Christian faith as long as there 
is a nice return of health and wealth. 

In this beatitude, what we have is a true reality-check, or per-
haps it could be called a true spirituality-check that forces us to 
look at our convictions and examine our motives.

If you are truly meek, your convictions will reflect the truths 
of Scripture and your motives will be pure.

So who are the genuine meek? The meek are those who spiri-
tually accept God’s providential hand without bitterness and 
without complaint, and this is why the world does not know the 
meek, because as Romans 8:7 puts it, “The mind that is set on 
the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; 
indeed, it cannot.” 

Observe the questions of the arrogant from Isaiah 69: “Who 
sees us? Who knows us?”

And then this response: “You turn things upside down! Shall 
the potter be regarded as the clay, that the thing made should 
say of its maker, ‘He did not make me’; or the thing formed say 
of him who formed it, ‘He has no understanding’?”

The meek understand the Creator-creature distinction; that 
the potter forms the clay, and that the clay must accept the hand 
of the potter. 

But that’s not so easy. For years my wife and I wrestled with 
conceiving, and as we both aged we had to accept that the Lord 
would not provide us children as we thought He would, and so 
we prayed that we might have children through adoption, but 
even then we never thought that we would be given two teenage 
girls from a former Communist country.

This article is part of a series of meditations on the beatitudes.
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Parenting children that had been born from others in a distant 
land has taught us a great deal about meekness. 

To be meek is to accept His will–to rest in His providence, 
and this is true for all of us even as we face persecution, illnesses, 
and other tragedies. 

Even in the small things in every day life we see the testing of 
our meekness, or really the testing of our devotion to God in 
submission to His will. Are we going to accept God’s providential 
hand, or are we going to become bitter and complain because in 
our life this breaks, that has to be replaced, someone cut us off 
on the road, we were shortchanged at the supermarket, the other 
guy got the promotion, and the list goes on?

You might recall in Colossians 3, Paul tells the saints that as 
Christians they should not fret over distinguishing themselves 
as being Greek and Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, but that 
Christ is all, and in all. Therefore he says in verse twelve, “Put on 
then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassion, kind-
ness, humility, meekness, and patience.”

And James says, “Who is wise and understanding among you? 
By his good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of 
wisdom” ( James 3:13).

We are called to put on meekness.
The first part of this beatitude could be summed up as,  “Happy 

are those who accept the Lord on His own terms.”
How we pray, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” but 

do we mean thy will be done according to me? We are okay when 
God shakes the earth in that other hemisphere, 

but don’t He dare give me cancer. 
Meekness is accepting the hand of God without qualification, 

and you cannot be truly meek unless you have Christ. Your heart 
must be opened to receive Christ and to receive Christ on the 
terms on which the Father has offered Him in the Scriptures. You 
must accept the plan of salvation as God set forth in His Word.

How throughout the corpus of church history we read of those 
who could not accept Christ as He was and is, nor could they 
accept His becoming incarnate, His atoning sacrifice, His mira-
cles–His Lordship! We read of those who denied that Christ is 
one person with two natures and who alone saves us, who alone 
reconciles us to the Father, who alone mediates on our behalf, 
and who alone is the cornerstone of the church.

It is simply amazing and tragic that we have one heresy after 
another since the early days of the apostolic church that defines 
or limits Christ according to the fancy of man. How churchmen 
attempted to adorn themselves with vestments of meekness all 
while offering a false gospel to the church!

But one does not have to be an outright heretic not to be meek. 
You can easily demonstrate missing this characteristic by being 
proud, by approaching worship perfunctorily, by not attending 

to His Word, and by not praying and submitting to Him.
Those who desire meekness want to hear what is commanded 

by God, and then to respond in faith to that which has been 
commanded. In Acts chapter 10, Peter goes to Cornelius’ house 
and receives by the Spirit an important message concerning the 
gospel ministry to the Gentiles and what the apostle is to do. 

Cornelius says to Peter, “So I sent for you at once, and you have 
been kind enough to come. Now therefore we are all here in the 
presence of God to hear all that you have been commanded by 
the Lord.”

When we come to worship, we hear what has been commanded 
by the Lord for us.

When we come before Him in humility to worship Him corpo-
rately, prepared to respond faithfully, we display our meekness, a 
characteristic that comes in our being in Christ and demonstrated 
in our submissive hearing to what He commands for us.

Both Peter and Cornelius, preacher and layman, stop dead in 
their tracks of preconceived notion and yield to the greater, more 
glorious message of the gospel. Responding to God in humility 
and faith–that is meekness.  Telling God how He should do 
His business, how He should be worshipped, how He should 
be praised is the epitome of arrogance. 

And meekness goes beyond our corporate worship activity; it 
should permeate everything we do. It puts God first in time, in 
meditating, in responding, in giving, in doing all.

It’s hard to be meek, isn’t it?  It is hard to surrender all when 
we have appointments to keep, people to see, places to go, and 
projects to do.  It is so easy to say, “Oh, I’ll get around to God 
one of these days.”  

When a person is in earnest about getting right with God and 
burdened by sins, 

when that person recognizes the holiness of God, the reality 
of hell, and seeks the blood of His precious Redeemer,  that in-
dividual isn’t going to accept God on creaturely terms, nor will 
God be afterthought.

The great saints in the church are the most desperate saints, the 
ones who sense the depths of their sins and plead for the Savior. 
They rest in Him and in Him alone. 

These are the meek that Jesus speaks of in His text. These 
are the ones of whom have confessed the moral bankruptcy of 
their hearts, and like prodigal sons and daughters they go to the 
heavenly Father with nothing to defend themselves, nothing to 
excuse themselves, but they come with a plea on the basis of the 
blood of Christ to remove their sin and guilt. These are the ones 
who receive Christ in their hearts by the grace of God. 

In James 1:21 we find these words, “Therefore put away all 
filthiness and rampant wickedness and receive with meekness 
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.”
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Receive the implanted Word– 
the Word of God.
John 1 says, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning 
with God.”  

You cannot receive Christ without receiving the Word, and His 
Word is in you. 

Deuteronomy 6:6 explains, “And these words that I command 
you today shall be on your heart.  The word is in your heart.

 When you accept the potter’s hand, you must know what has 
been commanded by God, and you must respond in humility and 
faith, but you can only do that when you recognize your moral 
bankruptcy and receive the implanted word, the good news of the 
gospel, which is Christ Himself.

Look at Moses, a meek servant. The Word and Spirit worked in 
him, so that he said what he was commanded to say and did what 
he was commanded to do. It is not all that complicated. 

Read the Bible and do what it says. Remember Paul’s actions 
when he was converted. Jesus told him to rise up in Acts 9:6, “And 
you will be told what you are to do.”

All through Scripture we see this pattern: God speaks and the 
people respond. Sometimes the people responded meekly and 
other times arrogantly. And today, God still speaks and the meek 
still respond because they confess their sins and receive that im-
planted word–they receive Christ. 

In receiving Christ, you live out the meekness in your love for 
your brother and sister in the Lord, in your service to your neighbor, 
and in your forgiveness to those who have trespassed against you. 
This also means pursuing forgiveness from those against whom 
you have sinned. 

An obstacle to meekness is our pride, those moments when we 
think too much of ourselves and too little of others. What was the 
question that Peter asked in Matthew 18:21? “Lord, how often will 
my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven 
times?” And our Lord responds,  “I do not say to you seven times, 
but seventy times seven.” 

May we not think too much of ourselves to put a numerical value 
on our living the faith. True meekness is not concerned about mea-
suring the length, breadth, height, and depth of Christian service.

The Lord Jesus Christ echoes the words from Psalm 37:11 in 
this beatitude, “But the meek shall inherit the land and delight 
themselves in abundant peace.” 

The meek are heirs of the promised land. In the Old Covenant 
that was the land of Canaan, a land flowing with milk and honey, 
a type of heaven above. Prosperity gospel preachers look at this as 
God rewarding those positive-thinking saints by enlarging their 
territory and lavishing them with material things. The real bless-
ing in not that which fades away, but a promise of life that is now 
as well as that which comes in the future. As Paul notes, “I tell you 
this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable” (1 Cor. 15:50).

From our being meek, as a transformed people of God by the 
work of Christ and the application of the Spirit, we have the 
confidence, the assurance, that God’s providential hand is also 
His protective hand in this life right now. 

His hand provides us the peace in this life. Isaiah 26:3 says, 
“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, 
because he trusts in you.”  Now, compare that passage to Isaiah 
48:22–“There is no peace,” says the LORD, “for the wicked.”

Those in Christ can truly inherit the blessings and enjoy them 
now because it is not the literal earth, the soil, which they inherit, 
but a glorious service to God on this earth and the blessing that 
comes from that–heirs with Christ (Rom. 8:17). 

The meek by taking their focus off of them and focusing on 
Christ, receive the promised land to come, that eternal glory with 
Christ where they will serve Him in perfect peace, and they can 
enjoy a foretaste of that life today.

Meekness is surrendering all to Him. It is not weakness. They 
said Christ was weak when he would not save Himself on the 
cross. No, He was meek in His obedience to the Father. 

He rose again and later gloriously ascended. 
The meek on this earth, that have passed, will also be resur-

rected. Their bodies will rise from the earth and join their souls 
and they will enjoy their inheritance in consummate glory.   

Rev. Chuck Muether 
Pella, IA
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A Prayer From The 

HEART
O Lord, You created the night and the day.

You uphold the moon and the stars and the sun.
You created everything!

God, I am sorry. I have sinned against You.  
I have broken all Your commandments.

Anger, lust, robbery, false witness, and covetousness.  
I hate my wickedness.

Thank You for Jesus, who kept all Your commandments for me,  
and He bore my punishment on the cross. 

Open my eyes. Help me. 
Fill me with Your Word and Spirit.

Wash me. Cleanse me. Purge me for Jesus’ sake.
He is my Rock and my Redeemer. No hope without Jesus.

Jesus, thank You for redemption.
Praise the Lord. Blessed be the Lord. Blessed be the name of the Lord  

from this time forth and forever more.
Amen and Amen!

– Rev. Lee Johnson
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GGreetings from Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson, 
North Dakota. We are exceedingly thankful for the faith-

ful prayers and support of the churches and individuals of the 
RCUS that have made it possible for us to continue to proclaim 
and live out the Gospel here in southwestern North Dakota 
and Eastern Montana, including the city of Dickinson.

The Lord continues to bless the work of the kingdom of God 
here with two of the most obvious blessings from the Lord, 
namely the acquisition of a church building and the number 
of visitors. Let me explain. During the year 2020, the Lord en-
abled us to purchase a building that was originally owned by a 
Lutheran church and later by a Baptist church. It’s location in 
the downtown Dickinson is ideal in terms of visibility. It exceeds 
the previous buildings that we have rented over the years in so 
many ways (location, size, appearance, etc.). Recently the mem-
bers of the congregation went to work repainting the exterior of 
the building as well as organizing a remodel of a portion of the 
fellowship hall in the basement. One benefit of the acquisition 
and improvement of the building was that it enabled us for the 
first time to host the Northern Plains Classis meeting in March 

of this year.
As mentioned earlier, the other outstanding blessing from the 

Lord is the increased number of visitors in attendance. For ex-
ample, during last month (August 2022), we have averaged 37 
visitors per Sunday with an average of 11 to 12 as new visitors. 
Please pray that as we begin a new members/inquires class this 
month, that many of these visitors will desire to attend the class 
and pursue church membership. Also please pray for the Lord 
to raise up elders and deacons from our midst.

On Sunday mornings Pastor Voytek has been preaching 
through the book of Joshua and in our Wednesday evening Bible 
study we have working through the Gospel of Mark. 

In closing, we are extremely thankful to the Lord for His great 
faithfulness and grace evident among us as well as your prayers 
and support as we strive to be found faithful to His calling to 
be bearers of the light of the gospel to a lost and dying world.  

Rev. Michael Voytek,  
Dickinson, ND

GRACE REFORMED CHURCH 
Dickinson, North Dakota – Update 

September 7, 2022



AAs Christians, we believe that the Bible is God’s Word. By 
that we mean that through the inspiration of the biblical 

authors by the Holy Spirit, God speaks to mankind. Addition-
ally, we believe God to be divine, that is not like His creation. 
God is infinite, eternal, and unchangeable. God, in a word, is 
transcendent, meaning He is far beyond what human beings 
can comprehend.

The Bible teaches the transcendence of God in passages such 
as Job 11:7-9: 

 “Can you search out the deep things of God? Can you find 
out the limits of the Almighty? They are higher than heaven–
what can you do? Deeper than Sheol– what can you know? 
Their measure is longer than the earth and broader than the 
sea.”

We also know through the Bible that God is a spirit and that 
He is invisible:

John 4:24 NKJV] “God is Spirit, and those who worship 
Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

[1 Timothy 1:17 NKJV] Now to the King eternal, immortal, 
invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever 
and ever. Amen.

Finally, God is holy and pure and that nothing that is unholy 
can survive within His presence:

[Habakkuk 1:13 NKJV] You are of purer eyes than to be-
hold evil, and cannot look on wickedness. Why do You look 
on those who deal treacherously, and hold Your tongue when 
the wicked devours A person more righteous than he? 
[Hebrews 12:29 NKJV] For our God is a consuming fire.

Putting this all together, it’s clear that we cannot see God be-

cause He is: (1) Transcendent; (2) Invisible; and (3) Holy. Thus, 
it should not surprise us that God told Moses in Exodus 33:20, 
“You cannot see My face; for no man shall see Me, and live.”So 
then, how do we square that with what we see nine verses earlier 
in Exodus 33:11, “So the LORD spoke to Moses face to face, as 
a man speaks to his friend. And he would return to the camp, but 
his servant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, did not depart 
from the tabernacle?” This goes back to what we said at the be-
ginning about how the Bible communicates its truth to human 
beings. You see, there are some who would deny that the Bible is 
God’s Word on the basis of how can a God who is infinite, eter-
nal, and unchangeable communicate to creatures who are finite, 
temporal, and changeable? How can we bridge the gap between 
the human and divine?Since the finite cannot reach the infinite, 
it is incumbent upon the infinite to accommodate itself to the 
finite. That is exactly what the Scriptures do. Through the Bible, 
God accommodates Himself to us, He speaks in a way in which we 
can understand. Allow me to illustrate this. How does an adult 
communicate to a child? The adult must speak in a way that the 
child understands. John Calvin said that God in the Bible, “lisps 
with us as nurses are wont to do with little children? Such modes 
of expression, therefore, do not so much express what kind of a 
being God is, as accommodate the knowledge of him to our feeble-
ness. In doing so, he must, of course, stoop far below his proper 
height.”So, in Exodus 33:11, when it’s said that God speaks to 
Moses “face to face, as a man speaks to his friend,” this is using 
the language of accommodation to communicate a vital truth to 
us. Moses isn’t literally speaking to God “face to face,” for several 
reasons. First, God doesn’t have a “face.” Second, God is a spirit, 

How Did Moses Speak  

TO GOD
 “Face to Face?”
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and thus invisible. Th ird, Moses would be consumed by God’s 
holiness were he to appear before His presence unprotected. But 
the language of “face to face” is meant to suggest intimacy and 
friendship. God spoke to Moses as a man speaks to his friend. 
God had a special relationship with Moses that He didn’t have 
with anyone else in all of Scripture.

Additionally, if you look at the context of both verses of Exodus 
33, you will see a vital diff erence. In Exodus 33:11, the context is 
speaking of how Moses met with God in the tabernacle. Moses 
would enter the tabernacle and the Shekinah Cloud (the visible 
manifestation of God in the pillar of cloud and fi re) would de-
scend upon the tent. Th at’s when God spoke with Moses. Later 
on in Exodus 33, Moses asks to see God’s glory (33:18). In other 
words, Moses asks to see God in all his magnifi cent splendor. 
Th at’s when God tells Moses that no man can see Him and live. 
Th e Shekinah Cloud, while a manifestation of God, is a veiled 

manifestation of God; it is not the full brilliance of His glory.
But primarily, the language of speaking with God “face to face” is 

meant to convey the idea of the special relationship God had with 
Moses. Th e awesome thing is that in Jesus Christ, the fullness 
of God dwelt in bodily form. Jesus Christ is the fi nal and perfect 
revelation of God. Jesus Christ is the One sent by the Father to 
“exegete” (explain) Him to us. God accommodated Himself to 
the point of taking on a human nature and dwelling among us. 
And now the Holy Spirit dwells within us so that “we all, with 
unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just 
as by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 3:18).  

Rev. Carl F. Gobelman 
Emmanuel Reformed Church

Sutton, NE.

RCUS 2022
Reformation Sunday

Special Offering
Benefitting the Seminario Reformado

de las Américas

Prof. Pablo
Landázuri

Prof. Ruben
Zartman

Prof. Valentín
Alpuche

Training indigenous
pastors to plant

Reformed churches
throughout the

Spanish-speaking
world.

On OctoberOn OctoberOn OctoberOn OctoberOn OctoberOn October
30, support30, support30, support30, support30, support30, support

this vitalthis vitalthis vitalthis vitalthis vitalthis vital
flagshipflagshipflagshipflagshipflagshipflagship

ministry forministry forministry forministry forministry forministry for
the Reformedthe Reformedthe Reformedthe Reformedthe Reformedthe Reformed
faith in Latinfaith in Latinfaith in Latinfaith in Latinfaith in Latinfaith in Latin

America.America.America.America.America.America.
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TThe joint 2022 Northern Plains Classis / South Central Classis Heidelberg 
Youth Camp was another big success this year, thanks to the planning and lead-

ership of Elder Matt Fickbohm and the many volunteers that help make it happen!
It was a hot week. We usually get some rain (and sometimes a lot of rain) but 
nary a drop graced us this year. Some basked in the heat, and some spent the week 
chasing shade (like yours truly). Th e campers didn’t seem to mind a bit though.

We had over 130 campers this year! It would have been a record year except for 
a couple of last-minute cancellations. But it also felt like an exceptionally well-

HYC
2022

logos by Phoebe Dawn
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organized year. We kept our schedule pretty well, and meal times 
and all seemed like they all moved very smoothly. Thanks to 
Warren and Laura Nuss of Greeley and their team of volunteers 
for a very well-run kitchen!

We were low on pastors this year, though. We had a large 
number of absences, many of them for health reasons. One 
absence felt particularly was Pastor Lee Johnson of Lincoln, who 
has been a fixture at camp for years, and always complains about 
camp to hide the fact that he secretly loves it. Pastor Johnson is 
still recovering from his stroke last year, and the special offering 
was taken to help his family with all their medical expenses. We 
hope to see Pastor Johnson back next year!

Pastor Johnson also gave us the theme for the camp instruction 

this year, from the book of Daniel. Personally I found the lessons 
to be exceptionally insightful and encouraging this year. Largely 
the focus was on trusting God in the face of the pressure of a 
hostile culture and an uncertain future, both very relevant in 
America in 2022.

HYC continues to be a valuable instructional and recreational 
opportunity for the youth of the RCUS in the South Central 
and Northern Plains Classes, and I pray it continues to be so 
for many years. 

Pastor Matt Powell 
Casper, WY
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The new RCUS website was designed to attract inquiries from;
a) existing churches exploring their denominational options, 

and 
b) those seeking to plant a new Reformed work in their 

community. 
Within the first week after the launch, inquiries began to come 

in. While some were from group “a”,  most were group “b”, - typi-
cally a small group in a rural area, that wants to be a Reformed 
work, but may not easily grow big enough, fast enough to have 
a full-time pastor and building. Currently, we and every other 
Reformed denomination have been passing them by. 

There is a better way, and it’s as old as our church here in the 
U.S.  At the 2022 RCUS Synod, a decision was made to em-
bark on a plan to gather in all those seeking to unite with the 
Reformed Church.

The founder of our church in America, John Philip Boehm, rode 
thousands of miles on horseback planting Reformed works from 
Pennsylvania to the Carolinas. It often took years for those groups 
to get a second visit, but many endured for generations. Over the 
years, he would dutifully hit the road, traversing thousands of 
miles to preach, baptize, marry, bury, and administer sacraments.

Synod proposes to replicate that church-planting program, as-
sisted by the great advances made in travel and technology since 
Boehm’s day. 

Essentially, the idea is that we make space in the RCUS for a 

network of home mission works that are, quite literally, “home” 
missions. This program would challenge four assumptions 
common among denominations today;

1)	 Prospective church plant groups must have numerical 
and financial strength at the outset, or they cannot af-
filiate and come under oversight. They are, for all intents 
and purposes, ecclesiastical orphans.

2)	 A church plant prospect must also evidence the means 
and opportunity for growth in both of those metrics, 

3)	 Church plants are expensive, requiring the denomination 
or sponsoring church to fund all or part of the cost of a 
church planter minister, facility, advertising, etc.

4)	 “Home churches” are only for those seeking to escape 
accountability, and cannot be a model for those actually 
seeking accountability.

Synod proposes to bring such Reformed groups under care, 
connect them to an existing RCUS congregation [“Sponsoring 
Church”] where their membership would reside, set up a quarterly 
visitation by their RCUS pastor for communion and baptisms, 
etc., as well as to build strong RCUS relationships through online 
worship services and Bible studies, Heidelberg and family camps, 
etc. In time, the mother church would supervise the ordaining of 
elders and, if they outgrow the home group model, find a building 
and organize as a traditional congregation. Many, due to location 
and gifts, will never be more than a home-based satellite church 

G R O W I N G  T H E  R C U S  –  P A R T  2 

Back to the Future
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group – and under this model, that is fine - but some will grow. 
We have no doubt there are many groups out there that would 

be attracted to such an arrangement.
By being members of an existing congregation, these small-

group folk would have accountability, and fellowship oppor-
tunities. They could support RCUS missions and be part of 
something bigger and real.

Instead of investing money in buildings and mission pastors up 
front, we grow seedlings and when one takes off, we build on that.

This is a completely different model from what any denomi-
nation is doing, to our knowledge, but there are lots and lots of 
self-supporting Reformed home groups and Bible studies out 
there to work with.

How would it work:
When the Welcoming Committee encountered a group of 
Reformed believers looking for denomination affiliation, yet 
not of sufficient numerical of financial strength to immediately 
put on the path of calling a pastor, finding facilities, etc., the 
group would be referred to our Reformed Group  

Network (Synod created this as a sub-committee of the 
Welcoming Committee.)

The Home Group
Ideally, a home group would be 3-7 families desirous of the 
stability, structure and mutual submission inherent in eccle-
siastical fellowship with the Reformed Church. These people 
would become members of the RCUS by uniting their Home 
Group with an existing RCUS Sponsoring congregation. They 
would join us in supporting our ministries and missions, in time 
growing closer and closer.
This Home Group will often recognize that given the demo-
graphics of their location, they may never grow into a self-
sustaining church congregation, with their own local pastor and 
building – and that’s OK.  They should still have the opportu-
nity to find a home in the Reformed Church. 
A typical Sunday service might consist of gathering together 
to participate in their Sponsoring Church’s live-streamed ser-
vice. Age-appropriate online Sunday School classes would 
be offered denomination-wide (this is a big project, but the 
committee is already at work ). Offerings would support local 
costs, expected to be small, with a portion of the balance sup-
porting the sponsoring church ministry and guidelines, local 
and denominational ministries, with a portion to support 
the Reformed Group Network. The latter would be used to 
administer, prepare materials for, underwrite travel costs, and 

especially prepare  those Home Groups that are candidates to 
become Home Mission congregations. Once a Home Group 
formally becomes an RCUS Home Mission, it would leave the 
singular oversight of its Home Group Sponsoring church and 
subsequently relate to classis directly, as do existing HM works. 
It would also no longer participate in the directed offerings, but 
make financial decisions on its own.

The Sponsoring Church
Not every local church will be cut out to sponsor one or more 
Home Groups.  To qualify, there are at least  five essential 
qualities we should look for:

1)	 Zeal for home missions.  This is by far the most impor-
tant.  Unless the local church has a vision to grow the 
Reformed Church and spread the gospel here in our 
land, they should focus on finding something they are 
zealous about. Maybe it is training pastors, diaconal 
ministry, their local pro-life CPC, or foreign missions. 
That may well be how the Lord chooses to use them, and 
that is good and proper.  We are talking here about those 
churches particularly eager to advance the Reformed 
faith in the U.S.

2)	 Financial ability. A church in debt, or chronically short 
of funds should not become a Sponsoring congregation.  
There are times a Home Group may need financial help, 
(although it is more likely their giving will actually out-
pace the costs over time).  

3)	 Strength in numbers. A church that is too small is not 
likely to have enough participation in a joint online wom-
en’s Bible study, for example, or other group-building 
activities. Also, the consistory may be too small to deal 
with long-distance spiritual and diaconal needs. [This 
is probably the least important, if the smaller church’s 
commitment level is high.]

4)	 Technically proficient.  A sponsoring church should 
have a well-produced online service. A multi-camera 
set-up (preferred but not essential] can easily be man-
aged through a laptop or iPad, enabling  announcements, 
Scripture reading and words to hymns to be displayed 
on screen, while breaking up the monotony of a single, 
unchanging shot of the pastor for an entire sermon (or 
the entire service, for that matter). We have a number 
of people in the RCUS who know how to get a local 
church up to speed, so this is more about being willing 
than being tech-savvy. 

5)	 A charitable spirit. The RCUS has a unique shared cul-
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ture that can be quite demanding to those coming from 
a different background. A Sponsoring Church must 
understand that new adherents need gentle disciple-
ship in areas where Reformed polity and practice may 
be lacking. Building the church is an endurance race, 
not a sprint.

The Reformed Group Network
The RGN should be thought of as a communications and sup-
port network to;

1)	 Link RCUS Home Groups with Sponsoring Churches, 
and

2)	 Link RCUS Home Groups with one another, to share 
tips, news and anecdotal information.

3)	 Manage RGN social media communications to share 
news and recruit new Home Groups.

4)	 Administer the Home Group Fund to help Home 
Groups grow, and periodically fund travel to classes and 
synod, as well as RGN communications.

5)	 Produce the weekly online children’s Sunday School 
lessons

6)	 Produce Catechism classes should the number of Home 
Groups exceed the number of Sponsoring Churches.

7)	 Sponsor women’s missionary groups and Bible study 
opportunities and events. (Some of these would benefit 
existing congregations, as well.

8)	 Enfold youth in Heidelberg camp and mission oppor-
tunities through groups like the Reformed Mission 
Services.

There do not appear to be any RCUS constitutional impedi-
ments to a local church having satellite groups. Indeed, many 
of our home mission works have begun this way. Through geo-

targeted ads, we could concentrate our outreach in areas near 
potential Sponsoring Churches. We may even find there is an 
economy of scale to a Sponsoring Church having numerous satel-
lites. In time, a Sponsoring Church could add an associate pastor 
primarily working with and visiting the satellite groups.

The RGN should be a ministry of the willing and able. 

Questions
1.	 Has anyone else done this? How is this different from 

the “multi-campus” satellite approach of mega-churches?
This is different in almost every way.  We would be 

primarily focused first, on home groups that are not 
expected to outgrow the home setting, and second, on 
growing the others into separate self-sustaining congre-
gations with their own pastor and elders.

2.	 Why this, and why now?
This model is uniquely suited to the RCUS because 

many of those contacting us are in rural areas that, de-
mographically, may not support a self-sustaining con-
gregation. Modern technology enables us to provide a 
bridge to uniting these small groups with the Reformed 
Church in doctrine, polity and practice. We already have 
several churches that would be candidates as Sponsors. 
And yes, in time some of these small groups will become 
candidates as home mission works.

3.	 How soon could a Reformed Home Group Network 
be launched?

The goal is to launch sometime in 2023. Your com-
mittee is already working, but we need help.  If you are 
interested in being a part of this new ministry, simply 
send an email to info@RCUS.org and let us know.

Wayne Johnson
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mercy projects 2022

Ladaudii Village Water 
Supply Project

Ladaudii is a village high in the 
mountains of the Chitwan area 
of south central Nepal. For 
those who live in Ladaudii, 
getting water is a very difficult 
the task. The nearest water 
source is over a mile away 
through the mountains. This 
project will bring water directly 
to the village. We need $4,560 
for this project with the people 
of the village providing the 
labor free to help reduce the 
cost. The project includes 
cement, water pipes, a water 
pump, and electrical work. We 
want to demonstrate the love of 
Christ to the village by 
providing fresh water in the 
name of Jesus who is “the 
living water.”

Metrang Village Christian 
School & Church Building
In our visit to Nepal in March, 
we worshipped with the village 
of Metrang. Their leaders were 
excited to show us a cleared 
piece of land not far from 
where we were worshipping 
with them. To them, it was no 
ordinary piece of land. Their 
prayer was to have a church 
building and Christian school 
built there. The estimated cost 
of all the materials and labor for 
this project is $12,175, but 
having a Christian church 
building and school right in their 
village will be invaluable. Please 
join us in helping these poor 
Nepali villagers to have 
protection from the hot sun and 
the heavy rains while they 
worship and are taught the 
“good news” that Jesus saves.

Kathmandu Slum Area 
School & Church Building
The slum area of Kathmandu is 
also in need of a Christian 
school and church building. 
They currently worship in an 
open area on a piece of land that 
together with WBM's help was 
recently purchased. There is a 
shell of a building upon which 
they can drape some tarps, but 
not much else. A school and 
church building in the slum area 
will bring hope to those who 
desperately need it. We believe
$4,600 will be sufficient funds 
to complete the construction of 
a simple corrugated metal 
building.

Beloved in Christ, please 
prayerfully consider helping us 
to the glory of Jesus Christ our 
Lord.

Please send dona�ons to:
Westminster Biblical Missions, Inc.
P.O. Box 212
Rising Sun, Maryland 21911

Make checks payable to “WBM”
Note “Nepal” on your check
Or go to the “Donate” page at
www.wbminc.org and click donate under
Nepal.

http://wbminc.org/index.php/our-fields/nepal

LLaaddaauuddiiii VViillllaaggee
WWaatteerr SSuuppppllyy

Metran Village
School & Church

KKaatthhmmaanndduu SSlluumm
SScchhooooll && CChhuurrcchh
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#1 Grace Reformed Church (Mitchell) is pleased to announce that Alicia 
Collins, daughter of Curtis and Andrea Collins, made a public profession 
of faith and was confirmed on Sunday, June 19, 2022. Please keep Alicia 
in your prayers, that she will walk with the Lord all her days.

#2 Grace Reformed Church (Mitchell) is pleased to announce that Mad-
eline Jane Trimble, daughter of Adam and Briana Trimble, received 
covenant baptism on Sunday, July 17, 2022. Please keep the Trimbles in 
your prayers, that Adam and Briana will faithfully raise Madeline in the 
Christian faith and that she will come to Christ from a very early age.

N E W S  F R O M  M I T C H E L L

#3 Grace Reformed Church (Mitchell) is pleased to announce that Elsie 
Kay Mehlhaf, daughter of Jacob and Madison Mehlhaf, received cov-
enant baptism on Sunday, July 31, 2022. Please keep the Mehlhafs in 
your prayers, that Jacob and Madison will faithfully raise Elsie in the 
Christian faith and that she will come to Christ from a very early age.
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Providence Reformed Church, Limon, CO is pleased to announce that 
on July 24, Owen Schieffelin, Kallie Yoder,  and Dyllan Maxey were re-
ceived into the full communion of the church via confirmation. Dyllan 
Maxey was also baptized 

Above, pictured L-R:

Elder Ted Schieffelin, Rev. Kurt Schimke, Elder John Savage, Confirmands 
Owen Schieffelin, Kallie Yoder, and Dyllan Maxey Elder Chris Bradley. 

Dyllan’s baptism,  the Confirmation ceremony,and Lord’s Supper were 
all celebrated on Sunday  July 24.  A joyous time of fellowship followed 
the service during the potluck meal.  What a blessing to welcome our 
covenant youth to full communicant membership!!

Further, PRC Limon is pleased to announce, that on Aug 14, Kaden Lane 
Yoder was baptized and new member Ethan Hendricks was welcomed, 
pictured to left of Elder Christ Bradley.

The baptism picture L to R:  Rev. Kurt Schimke, Kenny Yoder ( holding 
Kaden Yoder), Karla Yoder, and their other children, Kase, Kallie (hold-
ing Kolter).

We praise God for adding these new members to our congregation.

N E W S  F R O M  L I M O N ,  C O
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Earlier in June , Sunday the 5th,  the Covenant sign and seal of holy 
Baptism  was administered  to Mr. Owen James Mehlhaf, son of Dylan 
& Amber Mehlhaf.

They were joined by their families on this beautiful  day 
of rejoicing  in our Lord’s  covenantal mercies.

KENYA SUBCOMMITTEE  
ANNOUNCEMENT

It is with a heavy heart that we announce that the RFCK in 
Kenya has deposed John Omoke for scandalous sins. He is 
no longer a pastor of or a part of the RFCK so we ask that 
the congregations and pastors no longer communicate or 
support him. We suggest that he be unfriended or blocked 
from any social media sites you may have.

In addition, we suggest that no one send funds to 
individuals in any of the mission works without clearing those 
funds through the Foreign Missions Account at Providence 
Reformed church, 245 East Vine St., Lodi, CA 95240. 
When certain pastors or individuals receive funds directly 
from people, it creates jealousies and also leads to the kind 
of extortion, theft and bribery that Omoke committed.  This 
is not the first time a pastor in the Foreign Missions fields 
has gone rouge. It is important for the Foreign Ministries 
Committee to be aware of what is happening financially in 
the mission fields and head off such abuse of office.

Lest we be discouraged, this problem brought us into 
contact with another Reformed denomination in Kenya 
and other parts of Africa. Because of the turmoil created 
by Omoke, a couple of the pastors from the RFCK have 
already joined that denomination. There will be more news 
forthcoming on that wonderful Providence. But for now, they 
have enrolled about 20 of their pastors in seminary classes 
that are being provided online from Heidelberg Seminary.  
This will spread the gospel of salvation throughout Africa 
like we have never been able to do before. Foreign Ministries 
believes it is important to focus on ministerial training rather 
than financially supporting pastors. We will continue the 
work of benevolence for orphans, food, women’s needs etc. 
with the gifts of God’s people through Compassion Kenya.

Sept / October 2022 | 19



1. STANDING BEFORE KINGS
In his autobiography, Deist Benjamin Franklin attributes his 
worldly prosperity to his Calvinist father, Josiah, who “when a 
boy frequently repeated a proverb of Solomon, “Seest thou a 
man diligent in his business? he shall stand before kings, he shall 
not stand before mean (obscure) men” (Proverbs 22:29). The 
proverb became so ingrained in Franklin’s DNA as a youth that 
he deduced that industry “as a means of obtaining wealth and 
distinction, which encouraged me, tho’ I did not think I should 
ever literally stand before kings, which, however have since hap-
pened; for I have stood before five, and even had the honor of 
sitting down with one, the King of Denmark, to dinner.”* 

*The five kings are George II and III of England, Louis XV 
and XVI of France, and Christian VII of Denmark. Franklin 
also was inspired by a popular English proverb that proclaims 
the wise influences of an industrious wife: “He that would thrive, 
must ask his wife.” 

2. EXPERIENCING AN INCREASING  
SELF-ABHORRENCE OF SIN
John Berridge (1716-1793) served as a minister in the Church of 

England and his early ministry was earmarked by preaching the 
legalism of the law as the ground of redemption, that is, until the 
Holy Spirit taught him that the Gospel alone converts sinners 
and brings men to the gracious footstool of Christ. When he 
experienced salvation by grace alone, his life and ministry were 
thoroughly transformed. Particularly, he loathed himself for his 
sins, even sins that seemed like peccadilloes compared to the 
colossal sins of the age. He illustrated his new perspective ac-
cordingly, picturing himself as creeping down the pedestal of 
self-love to self-abhorrence, writing:

“As the heart is more washed, we grow more sensible of its 
remaining defilement; just as we are more displeased with a 
single spot on a new coat, than with a hundred stains on an 
old one The more wicked we grow, the less ashamed they are of 
themselves; and the more holy men grow, the more they learn 
to abhor themselves.” 

3. THE IRONY OF BIBLE THEFT
Everyone knows that the Bible is an unquestionable best seller. 
But what may not be known, is that despite its sacrosanct use 
in churches and courtrooms that the Bible is the number one 

A N E C D O T E S  O F 

CHURCH 
HISTORY
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SHOPLIFTED BOOK in America! The enigma of this popu-
larity for thieves might simply be explained by gross ignorance 
of the Eighth Commandment:  “Thou shalt not steal,” or the 
error of “selective obedience,” which condemns stealing as sinful 
for everything except the Bible! But whatever the rationalization, 
sacrilege is added to the crime of theft (Romans 2:21-22). *

*Other explanations for Bible thievery: The Bible is viewed as a 
fetish or good luck charm like the Ark of the Covenant that the 
Jews wielded to fight the Philistines in 1Samuel 4:3, a history 
book without moral imperatives, or– a book worthy to possess 
but not worthy to purchase (although worthy to sell for profit!). 
Another explanation: Satan conspires against those who would 
read the Bible, lest they be converted.

4. THE BIBLE’S CHAPTER DIVISIONS 
Archbishop Stephen Langton (1150-1228) is credited with de-
vising the chapter divisions of the New Testament in the Eng-
lish Bible in 1227, although sometimes ineptly. Thus, critics of 
Langton’s chapter divisions have joked that he may have crafted 
his chapter divisions while in the throes of turbulent horseback-
riding. *

*There are 260 chapter divisions in the New Testament; 1,189 
divisions in the Old. The Wycliffe English Bible (1382) was the 
first English translation to employ Langton’s chapter divisions. 

5. EVANGELICALS USE PICTURES AS 
BOOKS FOR THE PEOPLE
The Heidelberg Catechism is fierce in its denunciation of pictures 
as “books for the people,” urging the “lively preaching of the Word” 
to create a hearty faith in Christ (Heidelberg Catechism 21, 98). 
Nevertheless, pictures continue to be used in Roman Catholic 
and Lutheran communions, and often in evangelical communions, 
too. While Rome majors in pictures such as the fourteen stations 
of the cross, evangelicals cherish English painter Holman Hunt’s 
(1827-1910) portrayal of Christ knocking on a door that is with-
out an outdoor handle (his artwork is called “Christ at Hearts’ 
Door.”) The explanation is this: “This symbolizes that only the 
person within can open up to His grace, mercy, and love. He will 
never let Himself in or force entry.” That is, opening the door is 
from within and is result of the sinner’s own will-power, with the 

Savior powerless to enter until the sinner gives his consent. This 
picture misrepresents Revelation 3:20, which reads: “Behold I 
stand at the door and knock, if any man hear my voice and open 
the door, I will come in to him and sup with him, and he with 
me,”  to which we can agree that the sinner must open the door, 
but Revelation 3:20 proclaims that only those who  “hear my 
[sovereign] voice,” are impelled to do so ( John 10:27). Unhap-
pily, Hunt’s art continues to feed a popular misinterpretation 
of Revelation 3:20, thus watering down God’s Almighty grace.

6. A QUEEN AND HER PRINCE RECONCILE 
AFTER A SOFT KNOCK
After their marriage, Queen Victoria (1819-1901) and Prince 
Albert suffered what may have been their most explosive disagree-
ment. Albert was so “put out” by it that he stormed out of the 
room and locked himself in his private quarters, with Victoria 
pursuing and hammering, demanding entrance. Albert called 
out: “Who’s there?” Victoria proudly and angrily answered, “The 
Queen of England, and she demands to be admitted,” but the 
door remained locked. Victoria thumped on the door once again 
and was greeted with “Who’s there?” but the response continued 
to be “the Queen of England.” Then came a pause, followed by a 
gentler tap, “Who’s there?” asked Albert, softened by the milder 
acoustic. “Your wife, Albert.” Immediately, she was allowed en-
trance. The lesson? Not only a soft answer, but a soft knock turns 
away wrath. 

7. PRIDE IN MONARCHS TAKES THEM UN-
AWARES.
Although a Queen Victoria deeply loved her husband, family, 
and people, she was not scot-free from the subtleties of the pride 
that festers beneath the surface of every human heart. Av tell-
ing case in point: on a voyage to Ireland Queen Victoria’s ship 
encountered heavy weather. Suddenly, a huge wave clobbered the 
ship, almost knocking Victoria to her feet. After she regained her 
balance but not her composure, she notified the admiral by her 
attendant, “Go up to the bridge, give the admiral my compliments, 
and tell him he’s not to let that happen again.”  
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8. THE BIBLE AT THE INFIDEL’S CLUB
Benjamin Franklin occasionally attended the Infidel’s Club in 
France when he was acting United States ambassador. On one 
notable occasion, he determined to read a well-known short story, 
but decided to change the names of the characters in order to 
titillate the interests of his auditors while at the same time stump-
ing the questioners about its origin. (This was especially true 
since the purpose of the club was to read and discuss literary 
masterpieces.) After finishing the story, the audience was electric 
with praise and appreciation by the simplicity, beauty, tender-
ness, and daring romance; they were profoundly bowled over 
by the adventure and poignancy of true love operating during 
a time of civil upheaval, death, lawlessness, and famine. When 
they universally lobbied for an explanation, Franklin was only 
too eager to supply. He explained that the story was the Book of 
Ruth, which highlights the Fifth Commandment, love and family,  
as well as God’s Almighty providence in bringing two dissimilar 
people together in holy matrimony, a Moabitess who at one time 
worshipped the god Moloch, and Boaz, a true worshipper of the 
God of Israel and a man with a keen eye for a good woman, with 
their seed begetting Obed, who beget Jesse, who beget David.   

8. MUGNIER’S DEVILISH WIT  
AND HUMOR
Abbe Mugnier (1853-1944) was a polite and polished French 
Catholic theologian and warm-hearted wit, who frequently 
charmed high societies. But sometimes he weaponized his humor 
against the Word of God; at other moments you almost wished 
you were the Catholic who said it. The former is illustrated by his 
answer as to whether he really believed in the existence of hell, to 
which he replied: “Yes, because it is a dogma of the church–but 
I don’t believe anyone is in it.”* 

On another occasion a less sinister anecdote may be told: dur-
ing a social time as he sat beside an attractive young woman he 
was asked by a gentleman if he possessed the courage to kiss her. 

“Certainly not!” he exclaimed. “She’s not yet a relic!” 
*Mugnier’s denial of hell anticipates Swiss neo-orthodox theo-

logian Karl Barth (1886-1968) who was asked a similar question 
and also answered affirmatively, except he did not know if anyone 
was there. (Barth used Romans 5:18 to justify an “each and every” 
universal salvation.)

10.  “O BLESSED PURGATORY!”
In the 4th volume of his Systematic Theology Herman Bavinck 
deals with the question of life after death, especially whether 
there is a Purgatory, and if there is, what does it accomplish and 
how does it work its magic? To accomplish this goal he enlists a 
famous incident, namely, priest and theologian Louis de Sacy of 
Port Royal (1613-1684), who was celebrated during his life as 
an unimpeachable fearer of God, and yet dared not hope in an 
immediate glorification after death so that the best he could do 
before his demise is exclaim: “O blessed Purgatory!” 

	 Bavinck reminds us that in Catholic theology that the 
flames of purgatory are literal, and that Purgatory is never pre-
sented as a means of sanctification and growth in grace. Rather, 
Purgatory is a place of temporal punishment meted out upon 
those who committed scores of venial sins in this life. Of course, 
such a punishment is completely foreign to the Old and New 
Testament Christian, who rightly believes that in Christ their 
redemption is complete and that at death they immediately enjoy 
the beatific presence of God. To the contrary, Catholic theology 
discounts the possibility of a full assurance of salvation that re-
sults in a confident homecoming at the moment of death. But it 
does allow a dying saint to “enjoy” a “blessed Purgatory!” What 
is more, it offers no explanation as to how the fires of Purgatory 
can be justly poured out on those who are perfected in righteous-
ness by death at death. Instead, the dying must batten down the 
hatches and prepare for torturous, flaming punishments. It is 
heartbreakingly sad that the apex of their hope is: “O Blessed 
Purgatory!”      

11.  THE PRACTICAL SCOPE OF THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS
Those of us who are Reformed know the scope of God’s Law 
as summarized and spelled-out by the Ten Commandments, 
even though that scope is beyond the ken of those with only 
a superficial understanding of Scripture. Accordingly, a few of 
President Theodore Roosevelt’s colleagues criticized him for 
inventing ethical issues when it seemed that none were at stake. 
For example, the speaker of the House Thomas B. Reed lectured 
Roosevelt on this very issue, saying, “If there is one thing more 
than another for which I admire you, Theodore, it is your original 
discovery of the Ten Commandments.” 
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12.  OPPRESSIVE TAXATION  
FELT IN A HOLY LAND
The people of Sardinia in the 18th century were burdened with 
heavy taxation imposed by its leaders. Enter Victor Amadeus 
(1666-1732), who although king of Sicily, was forced to relin-
quish his crown in a political deal for Sardinia. While traveling 
in Sardinia, Victor stopped to enquire how a certain peasant was 
doing. The peasant complained: “Well, master, about as well as 
things can go in a holy land like ours.”

“Holy land?”
“Yes, surely we must be a holy land because here the Passion of 

the Savior repeats itself–except in reverse.”
“I don’t understand,” rejoined Amadeus.
“What’s to understand? In those days Christ died for us all. 

Here all of us die for one.”

13. TELL IT NOT IN GATH...
In 2 Samuel 1:20 God’s people are commanded by David to “tell 
it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of Ashkelon; lest the 
daughters of the Philistines rejoice....” (Sometimes this is short-
ened to read: “Tell it not in Gath...”). The exact circumstance for 
the prohibition pertains to the shameful and seismic report of 
Saul and Jonathan’s death before the Philistines at Gilboa, which 
discredited the armies of Israel. The saying became a catch phrase 
in the Western world because it describes the folly of spreading 

discreditable information that may galvanize one’s foes or com-
petitors to heightened levels of joy, endeavor, and achievement. 
Thus, the saying is used metaphorically in the writings of English 
novelists and academicians. So, when something discreditable 
befalls us, it may be wise strategy to “tell it not in Gath, publish 
not in the streets of Ashkelon; lest the daughters of the Philis-
tines rejoice....” 

14.  SALVATION FROM A TRASH CAN!
Hebrew scholar and commentator A.C. Gaebelein (1861-1945) 
wrote Studies in Zechariah, which he generously gifted to every 
Rabbi in New York City in the hope of winning them to Christ. 
Yet, not one Rabbi acknowledged the gift and years later he felt 
that his evangelistic endeavor was all for naught. However, one 
day a young Hebrew student who was a Christian attended Gae-
belein’s Bible studies, who at one time was a secretary to a famous 

“Big Apple” Rabbi. The circumstances of his conversion dramati-
cally reversed Gaebelein’s earlier pessimism: he learned that the 
student’s Rabbi had deposited Gaebelein’s book into the trash, 
after which the secretary was moved to pull it out, pour over it, 
and then trust Christ for salvation. 

Rev. Jim West,  
Sacramento, CA
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Animals Beginning Birds 

Cattle Created Creeping 

Darkness Day Deep 

Dominion Earth Evening 

Every Female Firmament 

Fish Fruitful God 

Good Heavens Herb 

Image Kind Land 

Likeness Made Male 

Morning Multiply Night 

Seas Seed Signs 

Spirit Stars Subdue 

Tree Void Waters 

Years 

Genesis 1
Find the word in the puzzle. Words can go 
in any direction. Words can share letters as
they cross over each other.


