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 IIn our web-connected culture, you’re likely listed as a friend with someone you’ve never 
even met in person. But it’s unlikely that such friendship meets the standard defini-

tion (Encyclopedia Britannica): “a state of enduring affection, esteem, intimacy and trust 
between two people.”  As Christians, those who, with body and soul, both in life and in 
death, belong to our faithful Savior Jesus Christ, we must carefully discern with whom 
we enter into close friendship; those to whom we become devoted, with whom we can 
share our mutual woes and joys and encourage one another 

As is the case with every aspect of human life, friendship too is rightly understood by 
listening to the Scriptures. Our mortal relationship experiences are, after all, as those 
created in Gods image, and a vital reality is that all the participants are sinners. God is 
a living communion among the three persons of the Godhead and created us in God’s 
image (Gen. 1:26) so we have an inborn longing and need for friendship with Him and 
one another. Though sin has “unfriended” us from God (Rom 8:7) and one another (HC 
Q&A #5) the inborn need for friendship is longed for until it is satisfied. It is only as 
we graciously are made friends of Jesus Christ, called such by Him, (see John 15:9-17) 
that our longing for friendship with God is satisfied. We, the sinners Christ chose to be 
His friends, for whom He laid down His life, are received back into God’s favor by His 
redeeming, reconciling work. And in the church, the communion of the saints, we can 
experience true friendship with one another.

Christ’s apostle Paul, in His letter to the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi, 
describes Christian friendship in terms of the reciprocal affectionate concern they express 
toward one another, including Paul. He says, Phil.1:7-8 NKJV: I have you in my heart…. 
I long for you with all the affection of Jesus Christ. And in vs. twenty-five he expresses 
friendship by promising to continue with you all for your progress and joy in the faith. 
The Philippian saints express their friendship toward Paul by sending Epaphroditus to 
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care for him, even with finances. Their friendship is described as 
sacrificial (Phil 2:17, 4:18). Their mutual friendship is expressed 
also in their prayers to God for one another (Phil 1:9-11, 1:19, 
2:12) whose focus is the fullness of salvation. 

Furthermore, Christian friendship, the communion of the 
saints, as we see it set forth in the letter to the Philippians, is 
described also in term of shared suffering for the sake of Christ 
Jesus. Paul says that the Philippians, by grace, are partakers with 
him of his chains. They suffer with him as they too are united to 
Jesus Christ by faith as is Paul, who says: for to you it has been 
granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but 
also to suffer for His sake. And Paul says of these saints, in 4:14, 
you have done well that you shared in my distress. Christian 
friendship is dependent on the Triune God’s gracious vertical 
friendship expressed through the Mediator Jesus Christ and 
made fruitful horizontally, among the communion of the saints, 
by His Word and Spirit. 

What about then friendships outside the communion of the 
saints, amongst those who are not in the light, those still at en-
mity with God, those enslaved to Satan, those characterized 
by foolishness, those on the broad road to destruction? Their 
friendships are only horizontal and thus not grounded in Christ’s 
friendship, not rooted in redemption’s love for God and neighbor. 
Such friendships are motivated rather by selfish gain. As Prov-
erbs 19:6b presents this wisdom: Every man is a friend to one 
who gives gifts. To desire friendship for emotional or material 
enrichment, or to enter into a friendship to be esteemed, or to be 
supported in a conscience bothering mind-set or behavior is not 
Christian friendship.  We Christians, for the sake of witnessing 
the gospel, ought to be winsomely friendly with those outside 
the communion of the saints, but to enter into a close friendship 
with them shows lack of wisdom’s discernment.  The righteous 
should choose his friends carefully, for the way of the wicked 
leads them astray (Prov.12:26). Do not be unequally yoked 
together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteous-
ness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with 
darkness? (2 Cor.6:14). Proverbs 13:20 provides this wisdom 
(and remind yourself that for us who are in Christ Jesus, He 
became for us wisdom from God [I Cor.1:30]): He who walks 

with wise men will be wise. But the companion of fools will 
be destroyed. Friendship with the world that is characterized 
by refusal to bow the knee before Jesus Christ, is, as the apostle 
James puts it:  enmity with God ( James 4:4). 

When we are so blessedly friends of Jesus, we know, from the 
Scriptures, that He who calls us His friends will never leave us 
nor forsake us. And no friend, except Jesus Christ, deserves un-
conditional confidence and full devotion. His friendship with us 
for whom He offered up Himself is abiding and He strengthens 
us so we can do all things (Phil 4:13). The “all things” includes 
expressing friendship especially among the saints. We would 
likely all lament at the opportunities for Christian friendship 
that we did not act upon. We know it’s a matter of the yet pres-
ent old man’s selfishness not being put to death.  Friendship in 
Christ Jesus expressed not only in the prayers informed by the 
caring closeness that comes to know the other’s needs, struggles, 
or sufferings, but conveyed also by the encouraging, strengthening 
Word, the giving of time and sustenance; the help given, if you 
are able, that is actually needed in your friend’s circumstances. 

Proverbs 17:17 states this enlightening truth:  A friend loves 
at all times, and a brother is born for adversity. Love, friend-
ship expressed, not just when it’s convenient, or we’re in the right 
mood, but at all times. We should be receiving and giving friend-
ship when we’re at our best as well as when we’re at our worst. 
And when any of is at our worst (from a human perspective), we 
need a brother, a close friend, willing to walk with us through that 
possibly overwhelming circumstance. God, as we pray to that end 
with thanksgiving, will strengthen us to express the friendship 
so needed and so valuable to the church’s witness to the world.

As we may sing, hopefully with right understanding of God’s 
sovereign grace: “What a Friend we have in Jesus.”  May His 
friendship for us bear fruit for our friendships amongst the com-
munion of the saints, and compassionate, evangelical friendliness 
toward those outside of it. May we diligently abide in Jesus Christ 
to mature in our Christian friendship to the glory of God.    

Rev. George Horner 
Ridgeland, SC
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AAnother year of Covenant Church Camp in Wisconsin has come and gone! This year’s theme was The 
Great SMACKDOWN: The DEFEAT of ALL Earthly Powers. The camp’s focus was on Ephesians 

1-6. The theme verse was Ephesians 6:12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places.

We had a total of 55 campers coming from the following congregations: 
Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church of Manitowoc, Wisconsin
St. Paul’s Evangelical Reformed Church of Hamburg, Minnesota
Redeemer Reformed Church of Golden Valley, Minnesota
Emmaus Road Reformed Church of Minnetonka, Minnesota
Grace Reformed Church of Rogers, Arkansas
Peace Reformed Church of Garner, Iowa
Northland Reformed Church of Kansas City, Missouri.   
We also hosted children coming from congregations outside the RCUS denomination including: 
Zion Evangelical and Reformed Church of Garner, Iowa
Grace United Reformed Church of Waupun, Wisconsin
This year, we were blessed with beautiful weather which allowed us to enjoy all of the outdoor activities 

including swimming, kayaking, canoeing, water tubing, boating, basketball, and volleyball. 
We were also excited to announce that Camp Sinawa, our hosting site, had upgraded portions of the site 

to include new features such as handicap accessible showers, central air conditioning to the sleeping quarters 
for the junior girls, and improved staircases along the outdoor paths. 

Also, kudos to the “Panda Express” team taking the win for the Covenant Cup! This team consisted of 
Aaron Kroese, Cesar Adame, Emily Stock, Emma Cook, Lucy Krohn, and Hannah Carr and was led by 
Pastor Jim Sawtelle!

Carolyn Hackmann has organized this camp for the past 34 years, making it possible for the youth of our 
denomination to meet and form memories and friendships together. This year, she announced she would 
be stepping down and passing the role to myself, Kayla Shillcox. Together with our church family at Salem 
Ebenezer we plan to continue the camp tradition for years to come! 

We would like to share that our camp dates will be moving to an earlier time next year- June 20-23, 2023. 
For updates and information on the camp, please follow “Covenant Church Camp- East Classis RCUS” 

on Facebook!   

Kayla Shillcox,  
Manitowoc, WI

C O V E N A N T 

CHURCH CAMP 
2 0 2 2
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WWhen our forefathers included those words in the RCUS 
Constitution, they clearly meant it as a welcoming invi-

tation for ministers seeking to join our denomination.  There 
was a period in the not-too-distant past when those words 
breathed new life into our church. It began in the 1970’s when 
two former Baptists - Revs. Jefferson Duckett and C.W. Powell 
began investigating denominations to find which might conform 
to their newfound Reformed convictions.

After much searching, they scheduled a meeting with a 
California pastor, Rev. Robert Stuebbe, to seek advice. A more 
unlikely trio would be hard to find, based on culture and back-
ground, but Stuebbe saw what many others did not, that the 
church would be strengthened by the addition of men seeking 
to be more Reformed, not less. It was really as simple as that.

The RCUS Constitution provides for a seminary-educated 
ministry. That is, and should be the norm, but it also recognizes 
that a far better measure is faithful years in the ministry. For that 
reason, our Constitution makes an exception for ordained men 
seeking to enter the Reformed Church. Instead of a licensure 
and an ordination examination, such men are to be examined 
for “orthodoxy and purity of intent.” In the cases of Duckett 
and Powell, followed by Dorman Savage and Gene Sawtelle, 
this examination was conducted initially by the Candidates and 
Credentials committee, and then a relatively brief exam on the 
floor of Classis composed chiefly of systematic theology. This 
was followed by questions from the floor. The Constitution then 
provides for a 2/3rds vote to receive. 

The immediate result was the addition of four ministers and 
a church in Anderson. Rev. Duckett began a church plant in 
Sacramento, CA. Additional church plants soon began to take 
root in their path in Colorado, followed by plants in Lodi, Yuba 
City, Riverbank/Modesto, Grass Valley, Chico, Willows, San 
Diego and elsewhere. New men came into the RCUS through 
these works, including Jonathan Merica, Hank Bowen, David 
Dawn, Steve Reichert, Ron Potter, Wes Brice, Matt and Sam 
Powell, Jim Sawtelle, and others. (I have, no doubt, left out many 
names, for which I apologize).

The orthodoxy and intent exam, coupled with the floor exam 
and super-majority vote proved sufficient safeguards against error, 
while removing the unreasonable demand that an ordained man, 
often with 20, 30 or more years in the ministry, and many years 
removed from the classroom, would not be required to face a 
grueling licensure and ordination exam. Our founders used this 
provision of the Constitution wisely, with tremendous success. It 
added new churches, new ministers and new life to a denomina-
tion that had failed to grow.

All of this was because our Fathers recognized that while 
novices should be rigorously examined, a far better measure for a 
seasoned pastor was his ministry. If God had blessed his ministry, 
and subsequently brought him to the Reformed faith, our posture 
should be to truly welcome this co-laborer with open arms. 

Was there a time of adjustment while a new pastor or a new 
church gets acclimated? Of course, but the benefits far out-
weighed the few bumps along the way. Would that we had an 
infusion of church-planters today to grow the Reformed Church 
and breathe new life into our missions. The good news is that 
we just might.

There are literally hundreds of churches seeking to leave 
ostensibly Reformed denominations. More than a dozen have 
made inquiry in the last year. Will we be as wise as our forefathers 
in the faith, and make their path smooth? It is enormously dif-
ficult to leave a church that your family has attended for genera-
tions. That’s what many of these churches are facing, and it will 
require patience and a truly welcoming attitude to help them 
on their journey.

Last year, Synod created a new Welcoming Committee to 
oversee this ministry. Pray for them, and for the men and churches 
God may send our way.  

Next: Growing the RCUS - Part 2
“The Reformed Group Network”

Wayne Johnson 
Sacramento, CA
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JJonathan Edwards and his son Jonathan Edwards Jr. were two 
renowned Reformed theologians of the eighteenth century. 

Each theologian in his political theory took it for granted that 
Americans had been a Christian people. This meant, in the 
thinking of Edwards the Younger, that the country had a moral 
duty to abolish slavery. Each man began with the assumption 
that Americans have the right of self-government with Jonathan 
Jr. connecting with the Calvinian perspective that republicanism 
is a superior form of government. 

        This brief article reflects upon the fact that each divine 
had a strong providential outlook in his historical and political 
thought. Their political thought likewise linked with the Augus-
tinian trajectory that the ultimate commitment of the Christian 
is to the City of God, even while placing value upon life within 
a happy and prosperous political community here upon earth, a 
condition that can only exist on the basis of the embrace of the 
true religion and the practice of private and public virtue.

God and the American Political Community
The classical American political tradition concluded that Amer-

icans are a Christian people who govern themselves under the 
providential authority of God.1 The Mayflower Compact began 
by referring to the Almighty: “In the Name of God, Amen.” It 
then asserted that the establishment of the new political com-
munity in Plymouth was being accomplished in the presence of 
the Almighty: “We, whose names are underwritten . . . Do by 
these Presents, solemnly and mutually, in the Presence of God 
and one another, Covenant and Combine our selves together into 
a Civil Body Politick.”2 

        The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut drew attention to 
the concept that all historical and political events occur under the 
providential government of God: “It hath pleased the Allmighty 
God by the wise disposition of his diuyne providence so to Order 
and dispose of things that we the Inhabitants and Residents of 

1 Willmore Kendall and George W. Carey, The Basic Symbols of the American Political Tradition (Washington, D.C.: Catholic University Press, 1995), ix.
2 “Mayflower Compact,” in The American Republic: Primary Sources, ed. Bruce Frohen (Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2002), 11.
3  “Fundamental Orders of Connecticut,” in The American Republic: Primary Sources, ed. Bruce Frohen (Indianapolis: Liberty Fund, 2002), 12.
4 “Declaration of Independence,” in The American Republic: Primary Sources, ed. Bruce Frohen (Indianapolis: Liberty Fund),  191. 
5 George Washington, “First Inaugural Address,” in An American Primer, ed. Daniel J. Boorstin (New York: Mentor, 1966), 192.

Windsor, Harteford and Wethersfield are now cohabiting and 
dwelling in and vppon the River of Conectecotte and the Lands 
thereunto adioyneing.” The Constitution then stated that a proper 
government ought to follow political principles revealed by God: 
“And Well knowing where a people are gathered togather the 
word of God requires that to mayntayne the peace and vnion of 
such a people there should be an orderly and decent Gouerment 
established according to God to order and dispose of the affayres 
of the people.”3

        The position that the American people are dependent upon 
God for his blessing was later included as the final sentence of 
the Declaration of Independence: “And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Provi-
dence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes 
and our sacred Honor.”4 

        The conception that the new government would be under 
God appeared in the First Inaugural Address of George Washing-
ton. He publicly acknowledged God, stating that his “first official 
Act” as president would be the “tendering” of “homage to the great 
Author of every public and private good” and the offering of his 
“fervent supplications” that the “Almighty Being who rules over 
the Universe” would give his “benediction” and would “consecrate” 
the new “Government.”5

The perspective that governments conduct their business and 
that nations live under the watchful eye of God continued to show 
itself on the national stage in the speeches of Abraham Lincoln. 
In his Second Inaugural Address Lincoln contemplated the Civil 
War and the judgment of God upon the sins of the American 
people. Lincoln declared, “If we shall suppose that American 
slavery is one of those offenses which, in the providence of God, 
must needs come, but which, having continued through his ap-
pointed time, he now wills to remove, and that he gives to both 
North and South this terrible war, as the woe due to those by 

Divine Providence  
in the Thought of Jonathan Edwards and Jonathan Edwards Jr.
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whom the offense came, shall we discern therein any departure 
from those divine attributes which the believers in a living God 
always ascribe to him?” Even if the “mighty scourge of war” should 
continue indefinitely, Lincoln professed this faith: “The judgments 
of the Lord are true and righteous altogether.”6

The Teaching of Jonathan Edwards
Jonathan Edwards reinforced the longstanding providential 
view of history that had existed in the American colonies. He 
too believed that adverse events in the political community 
should be directly traced to divine judgment. In his sermon 
delivered on the occasion of the death of John Stoddard, the 
renowned statesman of Massachusetts, he asserted this doc-
trinal perspective: “The removal of such rulers from a people 
by death is to be looked upon as an awful judgment of God on 
that people, and is to be greatly lamented.”7 

More than that, Edwards applied this doctrinal position to the 
event at hand, the death of New England’s leading magistrate: 
“The awful voice of God in this providence is worthy to be at-
tended to by this whole province, and especially the people of 
this country, but in a more peculiar manner by us of this town.” 
Stoddard’s death led to an inescapable conclusion: “We have now 
this testimony of the divine displeasure, added to all the other 
dark clouds God has lately brought over us, and his awful frowns 
upon us.” Stoddard’s passing, Edwards affirmed, was not an ac-
cident. It was “an awful manifestation of his supreme, universal 
and absolute dominion, calling us to adore the divine sovereignty.”8

Edwards’s sermon “A Strong Rod Broken and Withered” is a 
dramatic portrayal of the fact that he cared deeply about political 
matters.9 It was intended, in part, to awaken his hearers to the 
importance of having men of virtue and competence at the helm of 
the state. Edwards declared, “Almost all the prosperity of a public 
society and civil community does under God depend on their 
rulers.” He further stated, “The prosperity of a people depends 
6 Abraham Lincoln, “Second Inaugural Address,” in Classics of American Political and Constitutional Thought, vol. 1, ed. Scott J. Hammond (Indianapolis and 

Cambridge: Hackett, 2007), 1117–18.
7 Jonathan Edwards, “A Strong Rod Broken and Withered,” in The Works of Jonathan Edwards, vol. 25, ed. Wilson H. Kimnach (New Haven: Yale University Press, 

2006), 316.
8 Edwards, “A Strong Rod Broken and Withered,” 330.
9 Iain H. Murray, Jonathan Edwards: A New Biography (Edinburgh: Banner of Truth, 1987), 286–87, draws attention to the fact that “Edwards was interested in political 

and military events.” He understood that developments in the sphere of international politics “would have a close bearing upon the future advancement of the church 
in the world.” Jeff Jay Stone, “The Political Philosophy of Jonathan Edwards” (Ph.D. diss., University of Dallas, 1992), 12, states that Edwards “has indeed thought very 
seriously about politics.”

10 Edwards, “A Strong Rod Broken and Withered,” 321.
11 Jonathan Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” in Political Sermons of the Founding Era, 1730–1805, ed. Ellis Sandoz (Indianapolis: Liberty 

Press), 1189.
12 Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1191.
13 Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1189.

more on their rulers than is commonly imagined.” 
Edwards then went on to list the specific benefits that come 

to the public from gifted rulers. “Their influence has a tendency 
to promote their wealth.” They “promote virtue amongst them.” 
They even “promote their spiritual and eternal happiness.” It is no 
wonder that Edwards affirmed that “such rulers” are “great gifts of 
the Most High to a people, and blessed tokens of his favor, and 
vehicles of his goodness to them, and therein images of his own 
Son, the grand medium of all God’s goodness to fallen mankind.”10

The Preaching of Jonathan Edwards Jr.
Jonathan Edwards Jr. in his famous sermon before the Con-

necticut General Assembly on May 8, 1794, used Psalm 144:15 
as his text: “Yea, happy is that people whose GOD is the Lord.” 
What exactly does this mean to say that Jehovah is the God of a 
particular people? Edwards affirmed, “The answer is when they 
believe, worship and obey the Lord or Jehovah, as the only true 
God, and that according to his revealed will.”11

We must have, Edwards argued, “a full belief of the universal 
divine providence, of the accountableness of all men to God for 
all their conduct, and of a future equal retribution.” “Some belief 
of a future state is necessary to our political prosperity.” “Christi-
anity is most excellently adapted to the ends of restraining men 
from vice and promoting that general practice of strict morality, 
which is so essential to the political prosperity of any people.”12

The people who believe and worship Jehovah, maintained Ed-
wards, have a benediction pronounced upon them. Appealing to 
his text, Edwards set forth a major argument in his sermon: “If we 
do so, the text pronounces us happy; and it plainly implies, that 
we cannot be happy on any condition short of this.”13 

Religion per se is not enough according to Edwards. The his-
tory of pagan religions proves the point. The gods embraced in the 
pagan world of the Greeks and Romans did not have holiness and 
righteousness. “All” of them “on many occasions” were character-
ized by “acting a most wicked part and indulging the most vilest 
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lusts.” They are remembered for the depth of their depravity—
”their animosities and contentions” and “their intrigues and lusts.”14 
Deities known for their iniquity resulted in societies overrun by 
vice: “All these ideas and practices tended to a general depravity of 
morals; so their efforts abundantly appeared in the vicious lives of 
the heathen world.”15

The ancient world was known, affirmed Edwards, for the absence 
of “temperance, chastity, truth, justice and humanity.”16 He elabo-
rated here on the absence of compassion in dominions under pagan 
gods—reminding his hearers of war, enslavement, assassinations, 
infanticide, the exhibition of gladiators, and suicide.17 The evidence 
of history, Edwards contended, established his case that the only 
people who are happy are those whose God is the Lord. Edwards 
thus argued that whenever Americans believed and complied with 
the gospel, they were blessed with happiness.

The Ultimate Hope of the Christian
The doctrine of divine providence set forth by Jonathan 
Edwards and Jonathan Edwards Jr. reflected an Augustinian 
orientation on political theory. Augustine of Hippo had taught 
that when God is pleased to place Christians in positions of 
political power such occurrences cause much happiness in the 
Christian community. Augustine had written, “As far as those 
who are endowed with true piety and who lead a good life, 
if they are skilled in the art of government, then there is no 
happier situation for mankind than that they, by God’s mercy, 
should wield power.”18 

Augustine had also asserted that national greatness and blessing 
is directly related to the embrace of true religion and the practice 
of moral behavior. What would have happened, he asked, if the 
Romans “had recognized the one God, and given him the wor-
ship of sincere faith and pure lives?” Augustine answered, “They 
would have had a better dominion—whatever its size—here on 

14  Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1195.
15  Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1196.
16  Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1199.` 
17  Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1202–06.
18  Augustine, City of God, trans. Henry Bettenson (London: Penguin, 1972), 213–14. 
19  Augustine, City of God, 170.
20  Augustine, City of God, 70.
21  Augustine, City of God, 70, 170.
22 Augustine, City of God, 75.
23  Augustine, City of God, 87.
24 Augustine, City of God, 205.
25 Edwards, “A Strong Rod Broken and Withered,” 329.
26 Edwards Jr., “The Necessity of the Belief of Christianity,” 1211.

earth, and would have received hereafter an eternal kingdom.”19 He 
further stated concerning Rome, “If the teachings of Christianity 
on justice and morality had been listened to and practiced,” the 
“Roman commonwealth would now enrich all the present world 
with its own happiness.”20

Augustine, as well as Edwards and Edwards the Younger, de-
sired a well-ordered political community. Each theologian was 
devoted to the prosperity of the state. Augustine, in the first place, 
wanted to have the temporal blessings of God showered upon the 
earthly commonwealth as a result of its commitment to virtue and 
decency.21 At the same time, however, he never set his ultimate 
hope upon the political orders that can be achieved by man here 
in this world. “True justice,” he maintained, “is found only in that 
commonwealth whose founder and builder is Christ.”22 Thus, “the 
Heavenly City outshines Rome, beyond comparison.”23 Augustine’s 
deepest longing was for the City of God. He said, “We sigh for her 
beauty while on our pilgrimage.”24

The yearning of Jonathan Edwards for the heavenly country 
was no less than that of Augustine. The death of John Stoddard, 
he said, was “a loud and solemn warning to all sorts to prepare for 
their departure hence.”25 He ever proclaimed that we need to be 
ready so that we may inherit the kingdom in heaven. This was the 
ultimate political community which held his deepest allegiance. 
Jonathan Edwards Jr. echoed the thinking of his father regarding 
the primacy of the world above in this declaration: “How happy 
that people is, whose God is the Lord, not only as this circumstance 
lays a foundation for their political good, but especially  as it lays 
a foundation for true virtue and piety, for peace and comfort here 
and eternal happiness in favour of God hereafter.”26  

Mark J. Larson 
Pastor Emeritus 

Warrenville, South Carolina
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A A long time ago or a short time ago, all the world was made 
of stories. They fell, trembling, as the sunlight dapples the 

water. They rose, snapping, as the creatures prowl the deep. In 
these layers, tremulous and terrible, that wove all the world 
together, linking the sky between the earth, the space between 
the stars, one could find all the substance of things if they 
dared to look. In turn, the stories would lend substance to 
their beholder.

Then there came those who despised the stories, who saw the 
freely falling windings and hated them, who wanted there to be 
nothing so deep that they couldn’t see through it. So they began 
cutting away at them, quietly at first, hunting them down in the 
deep places, uprooting them in the old places, creeping into sleep-
ing children’s rooms and snatching them from underneath their 
pillows. Bolder they grew, and more vicious. Sheets and sheets 
were stripped away and burned, but soon those who loved the 
stories and kept them close began to see, began to cry out, and 
the cutters had to give an account of themselves

Stealing away, they took counsel as to what they could do to rid 
themselves of the stories and those who loved them. They talked 
for a day and a night, and another day and another night, until 
one among them was so weary of all the talking that he quietly 
left to go think by himself. He walked along a birch shaded road, 
immersed in thought until he came upon a little boy fishing. He 
paused to watch as the boy caught fish after fish, casting one 
away after the other, until he found one different from the rest 
and, grinning, kept it.

“Why do you keep that fish and not the others?” He asked.
The boy shrugged. “ The others aren’t good to eat.” 

“It’s too bad that there are so many of them.”
“It is, but ever since they got into the pond they’ve been eating 

up all the good fish, and there are hardly any left of the other 
kind now.”

“Where did they come from?”
The boy stood up, tucking the fish under his arm. “Dunno. 

Someone had one as a pet, I suppose, and let it into the pond.”
The man began to ask another question, but the boy ran away 

to show off his catch. Seeing how late it was, he returned.
It was nightfall when he arrived at the meeting place, and his 

fellows were still arguing about what to do. The man listened 
absently, hardly hearing the chatter, thinking of the sun-dappled, 
story-woven pond, and the boy, and his fish. As the day closed, 
they were no closer than they began, and one of his fellows cried 
“Drat them! What do these people think they’re about, keeping 
us from our business? At this rate we may have to abandon it 
entirely.”

Then the man thought again of the boy and his fish and said, 
“I, for one, wish to continue with the task at hand, but there is 
a cleverer way to do it. Let us make false stories, that have the 
seeming of things but aren’t, and we can leave them in the place of 
that which we hate.” The next day they set themselves diligently 
to their work, more subtle than before so that very few knew the 
difference.

A long time ago or a short time ago, all the stories were rooted 
up, and the people with them; no one remembered or cared to 
look to see the substance of things. In time and in return, the 
people lost their roots and with them their substance. All was 
forgotten.

But we did not forget, for we are a peculiar people. We are a 
storied people.  

Katherine Powell 
Casper, WY

 

Story Woven
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The Supports are Not the Healing

IIn 2015, our daughter, Evie, had surgery to remove a mangled 
section of her small intestine. With this type of surgery, the 

digestive system shuts down as it heals. For most people, this 
stage lasts a few days and then things start to wake up again, 
but with our daughter, we discovered that she had developed 
an anaphylactic allergy to a part of the IV nutrition. She was 
already severely underweight and now had no way to get any 
calories. Her body was running on empty and so the healing 
took even longer. All in all, she went about three weeks with 
almost no calories and it was reflected in her increasingly angu-
lar features as her bones jutted out under her skin. 

Fortunately, her systems eventually woke up and her prior 
growth issues had been tied almost entirely to that mangled 
section of bowel. She took off in growth after that and we’re 
grateful every day for how healthy she is now.

But that little saga got me thinking about how healing hap-
pens or doesn’t. When someone is physically sick or injured, we 
do our best to provide medicine, stitches, nutrition, and such, 
but none of those things ARE the healing. They are the supports 
to healing, but the body itself has to do the healing. Stitches 
hold a wound together, but they do not knit the cells back 
together. Medicine helps kill bacteria, but it does not heal the 
damage done by the infection. A cast can hold bones together, 
but it cannot make them whole again.

And while we can certainly hinder healing by withhold-
ing supports, we cannot speed it up. Even if our daughter had 
been able to receive optimum nutrition after her surgery, we 
still would have had to wait the normal few days for her body 
to do the work it needed. 

Our mental, emotional, and spiritual health takes a similar 
course. We can provide the supports to healing, but we cannot 
be the healing itself. Christian fellowship, providing meals, 
prayer, teaching, rest, all of those things are supportive to those 
who are trying to heal, but so often we expect the provision of 
the medicine to be the actual healing. 

It’s not.

We have to remember this so that we can give our brothers 
and sisters the time required to do the healing. So that we can 
come alongside and give their minds and hearts and souls the 
necessary sustenance.

And it’s important to remember that if people have gone 
a long time without a good support system, healing will take 
even longer. They will have run through their reserves and be 
on the verge of starvation. They might have the angular features 
of a personality that seems harsh with nothing to soften the 
edges. They might be ‘takers’ for a while as their minds grasp 
for anything to fuel healing.

And they’ll probably be exhausted. Healing is hard work! It 
takes huge amounts of energy to restore a broken body or mind 
or spirit. Just as we don’t expect someone to put in a full day’s 
work from a hospital bed, we cannot heap responsibilities onto 
our church members who are recovering from grief or trauma. 
We’ve been so grateful to our own church as they’ve allowed us 
to ease into more involvement over the last few years. 

Now, of course, there will be people who don’t want to heal, 
but most people are not like that, and healing often occurs even 
in reluctant patients. We, from the outside, will not be able to 
easily distinguish between the perpetual victim and the slow 
healer. Do not withhold supports when someone doesn’t heal 
on our imagined timeline. You may slow them even further 
and hinder their return to being members who can contribute 
more fully.

So provide the supports you can, Church! Bring a meal, pray, 
make church and communion accessible, allow rest, fellowship 
together, laugh, cry, counsel and give your brothers and sisters 
TIME. Let God use the raw materials to bind together wounds 
so that they can heal in His perfect timing. We cannot do the 
healing for the wounded and broken, but our care is vital for 
the body of Christ.  

Megan Gross  
Pella, Iowa
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Ean Stock,  confirmed , April 2022, at Sa-
lem Ebenezer Reformed Church, Manito-
woc.  Pictured  with his grandfather, Elder 
Larry Stock

OOver the weekend of March 20, a team of 9 persons from Northwest 
Iowa came to Omaha, Nebraska, to help the Omaha Reformed Church 

upgrade their facility. A couple of months earlier, Reformed Mission Services 
Director Rob Brinks had contacted Pastor Randy Klynsma and discussed 
whether a “Spring Break” to Omaha Trip might be viable. While still consid-
ering it, Activities Director Jim Iwema stopped by to visit with Pastor Randy 
and look over the facility and the list of prospective projects.

At first, we were a bit hesitant. But once our overseeing consistory, St. John’s 
Reformed Church in Lincoln, gave their approval, our plans began to take shape. 
A volunteer from Sheldon, IA agreed to oversee the carpet removal and installa-
tion in the church basement. Pastor Randy found a local business that sourced 
the carpeting at wholesale price. Our installer did a beautiful job and we owe 
him a debt of gratitude. At his own expense, he traveled to Omaha a few weeks 
early to measure and plan for the installation. He then came up on Saturday 
and Monday while the team was here to oversee the installation of the carpet.

The Team
Next to come together was the composition of the team. The chaperones and 
most of the team members were from the Christian Reformed Church in 
Hull, IA. A late addition was the son of one of Pastor Randy’s grade school 

Church Plant in Omaha  
 HOSTS 

RMS Team

Elliott John Entzie, covenant child of Alex and 
Larissa Entzie, was baptized by Rev. Dave Irwin 
on July 3, 2022.  The baptism took place during 
the regular Sunday morning service at Salem Re-
formed Church in Ashley, ND.  Elliott was born on 
May 2, 2022, and is Alex and Larissa’s second child.  
A reception was held in the basement fellowship 
hall after the service.   
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classmates from Orange City, IA. Due to a late athletic practice, 
the team wasn’t able to arrive until 9 PM Friday evening. We 
met at the church for introductions, an icebreaker, and housing 
assignments. After a devotion by Pastor Randy, we called it a 
night and planned to begin our work Saturday morning.

Projects
The biggest project we had was replacing the church’s base-
ment carpeting. The old carpet was a faded blue and somewhat 
stained. Three volunteers from St. John’s came to give a hand 
pulling up the old carpet. While this was taking place other 
team members put a fresh layer of paint on the inside brick 
foundation. Later the outside foundation was painted as well.

While all this was taking place our chaperones (who had 
brought along a bobcat) leveled the stone parking lot. Each year 
snow removal leaves piles of stones on the far side of the parking 
lot. In addition, these team members trimmed encroaching trees 
and bushes. These trimmings, with the old carpeting, required 
multiple trips to the area landfill.

One additional project was the replacement of a deteriorated 
section of the sidewalk in front of the church. Thankfully, before 
coming a team member was able to borrow a concrete saw and 
did a great job at removing the old and then mixing and “pouring” 
the new section.

Neighborhood Outreach
As if all the manual labors were not enough, on Saturday after-
noon we also did some door-to-door calling around the neigh-
borhood. We broke into four teams and visited around 200 
homes. Pastor Randy had prepared clipboards with assigned 
areas and we dropped off door hangers about the church, some 

THE COMPLETE GOSPEL booklets, and Easter storybooks 
for homes with younger children. We made several good con-
tacts and even had some visitors turn out for Sunday School 
and worship services.

Fellowship
For Sunday dinner the congregation held a fellowship meal in 
appreciation of our guests. After a relaxing Sunday afternoon, we 
had a pizza supper at the church and watched a documentary on 
Reformed worship called: “SPIRIT AND TRUTH: How Does 
God Want to Be Worshipped.” The video was a little long but 
clearly emphasized that worship is for an audience of One, God.

Besides all this, we also had some opportunities for leisure 
and fun. On Saturday evening the chaperones took the team to a 
trampoline park. After the movie, on Sunday evening those stay-
ing at the Klynsmas had a rousing game of SPOONS. The last 
organized activity was an invite to a family in the church on Mon-
day evening. They have a game room set up in their basement… 
including a ping pong table, a pool table, and a home theater. 
They also treated us to homemade caramel corn and other snacks.

It took a fair amount of planning but overall a good time was 
held by all. My wife Julie planned and prepared the meals. And 
lastly, we were humbled that the group brought with them a check 
from their home church to help cover some of the expenses of 
the carpeting and upkeep. We are grateful to each participant and 
expect friendships were made that will last a lifetime. 

Rev. Randy Klynsma 
Omaha, NE
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OOne of the most important issues that must be settled in the 
heart of every believer is the assurance of salvation. Every 

believer must be confident that they can never be snatched out 
of the hands of Christ because the lack of assurance of salvation 
causes a believer to be unproductive in the Kingdom of Christ. 
And the lack of assurance is a direct result of a lack of time 
spent in the Word of God. You see, it’s the Holy Spirit working 
through His Word in the heart that gives the believer the assur-
ance of salvation. 1 John 5:13, “These things I have written to 
you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may 
know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to 
believe in the name of the Son of God.” That’s why the Word 
of God must continually be preached, taught, and read. 

But we live in a day of confusion, a day when many so-called 
churches and so-called preachers do not faithfully preach God’s 
Word. 2 Corinthians 2:17, “For we are not, as so many, ped-
dling the word of God; but as of sincerity, but as from God, 
we speak in the sight of God in Christ.” The word “peddling” is 

the Greek word “kapeleuo”, which has reference to a merchant 
who adulterates wine with water for personal gain. And so, the 
Apostle Paul said in his day there were many peddlers of God’s 
Word who corrupted or watered it down for their personal 
gain. In other words, they ignored the truth and told people 
what they wanted to hear. And we have many such peddlers of 
God’s Word in our day. All you need to do is listen to one of the 
many TV preachers that are broadcast on so called “Christian 
Television.”   

Amos prophesied of Israel during his day that the people 
“shall wander from sea to sea and run to and fro, seeking the 
Word of the LORD, but shall not find it.” In the same way, today 
you can go from place to place seeking the Word of the Lord 
and not find it because many “preachers” are afraid to preach 
the Word of God with boldness and conviction because they 
have a fear of men. However, Proverbs 29:25 says, “The fear of 
man brings a snare, but whoever trusts in the LORD shall be 
safe.” Some are afraid to faithfully preach the Word because 

Desiring 
the Word of God

“Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 
as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if 

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious” (1 Peter 2:1-3).
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they fear offending one of their church members. However, 
1 Peter 2:8 tells us that “Jesus is called a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense.” Others are afraid to preach the Word 
because they are man pleasers. But the Apostle Paul wrote in 
Galatians 1:10, “For do I now persuade men or God? Or do I 
seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be 
a slave of Christ.” Many “preachers” simply don’t understand 
their calling as a herald, one who is called to preach the Word 
of God in season and out of season, when it’s convenient and 
when it’s not convenient! (2 Timothy 4:2).

Another reason for confusion is that we live in a day when 
many church members don’t hunger for the faithful preaching 
of God’s Word. We live in a day when many who call themselves 
Christians would rather be entertained on Sunday morning 
than hear the faithful preaching of God’s Word. The truth really 
doesn’t matter to so many people. People in our day ask: “How 
does it make me feel?” or “Does it work?” Seldom do they ask 
if it’s Biblical. That’s why we see so much distortion in worship 
on the Lord’s Day, and why there’s so much confusion regarding 
salvation. Paul wrote to Timothy, “For the time will come when 
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own 
desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for 
themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from 
the truth, and be turned aside to fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4). The 
word “fables” is the Greek word “moothos”, which means tales 
or fiction. People will run after fairytales and fictional stories 
rather than the truth of God’s Word. What about you? Do you 
hunger for God’s Word? Do you realize how important the 
truth of God’s Word is in the life of the believer?

Amidst of all this confusion in our day, the Apostle Peter 
says in our text, “Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, 
hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn babes, desire 
the pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby, if indeed 
you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” The word “There-
fore” takes us back to what Peter previously wrote in Ch. 1:22-
25 where he said that the living, abiding, eternal Word of God 
is the source of the believer’s new birth and cleansing from 

sin. Jesus told His disciples in John 15:3, “You are already clean 
because of the word I have spoken to you.” It’s the Holy Spirit 
who transformed our soul, and He did so through the Word 
of God. And since every believer has experienced God’s saving 
work through His Word and Spirit then we ought to desire 
this continual influence and power in our life. Therefore, Peter 
said, “lay aside all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy and all evil 
speaking.” This is a command to lay aside all the filthy sin in your 
life. To “lay aside” originally meant to take off filthy clothing, 
and in this same manner Peter mentions five things the believer 
must practice laying aside: “all malice, all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, 
and all evil speaking.” And we lay it aside by confessing it and 
turning from it always more and more (H/C 88-90). “All deceit” 
means “deception, dishonesty or falsehood.” It’s a word used 
for a “fishhook” because of the deception of a baited fishhook. 
Peter is telling believers to continually set aside everything that’s 
deceptive or dishonest in your life. 

“Hypocrisy” is something that’s not real. It’s a fake like the 
cubic zirconium ring. It may look real, and it may even fool 
many, but the truth is it’s a fake diamond. The word hypocrisy 
has reference to the Greek stage actors who wore a mask on 
stage. They were called hypocrites who were playing a part. Our 
text tells us to be real and genuine as followers of Christ. Don’t 
play the hypocrite in any area of life, don’t play act. How many 
times have people worn a big smile to worship on Sunday morn-
ing, but underneath they despised the individual to whom they 
smiled? Our text calls believers to repent of the sin of hypocrisy. 
Peter then adds “envy”, which means to covet what others have, 
to desire to be someone else, or resent somebody else’s situa-
tion because it’s not your situation. For instance, envy sprouts 
to the surface when someone receives an inheritance, money, 
land, possessions, etc. that someone else did not receive. Envy 
leads to grudges, bitterness, and hatred, which the Heidelberg 
Catechism calls the root of murder (H/C #106). And so, we 
must put off envy by confessing our sins to the Lord and asking 
for the grace of repentance. Peter then writes, “All evil speak-
ing”, which refers to all unkind words or gossip. Peter says if 
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you desire deceptive things, hypocritical things, if your mind 
is filled with envy, or you get pleasure from slandering others, 
and if this is the pattern of your life, then your desires are cor-
rupt, and you cannot desire the pure milk of the Word of God. 

Instead of malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and evil speaking, 
Peter tells believers, “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of 
the word that you may grow thereby.” True godliness is always 
marked by a love for and a delight in God’s Word. John 8:31, 
“True believers keep God’s Word.” Job said, “I have treasured 
the Word of God more than my necessary food.” Psalm 1 tells 
us that the godly man delights in God’s Word. In Psalm 19:10, 
David refers to the Word of God as “more to be desired than 
gold, yea, than much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and 
the honeycomb.” This desire for God’s word is what Peter is 
referring to in our text. He’s calling us to desire the pure milk 
of the Word. The word “desire”, which is the Greek word “epi-
patheo” (the prefix “epi” is a preposition that intensifies the 
verb “patheo”) means to have a desire that’s over and above 
everything else. Peter is saying above all else in life, believers 
should strongly desire the Word of God. David illustrates this 
in Psalm 42:1, “As the deer pants after the water brook, so pants 
my soul after Thee oh God.” In other words, believers are called 
to thirst for God’s Word as a panting deer seeks for water.

Peter uses the analogy of a newborn baby that longs for 
its mother’s milk to describe the believer’s longing for God’s 
Word. “Newborn babe” is the Greek term, “brephos”, which 
literally means “a baby just born.” Peter is clearly talking about a 
baby that has just come out of its mother’s womb and is depen-
dent upon the nourishment of its mother. And the instant 
a baby is born it has the God given desire to nurse from its 
mother, and if it doesn’t then it’s either stillborn or seriously 
ill. A healthy baby craves milk and only milk. This is what 
nourishes a baby and gives it the necessary antibodies to protect 
it from disease. And as a baby craves milk, in that same man-
ner, believers are to crave God’s Word. This is the God given 
spiritual desire to all who are born of the Spirit of God. In 
other words, Peter is saying that a sign that a person has been 
regenerated or given new life by the Holy Spirit is a hunger for 
the Word of God. Do you have a real desire for the pure Word 
of God? This is evidence of the work of the Spirit of God in 

your soul. And when you have this craving then worship on 
Sunday morning, Bible Study, and Scripture reading at home 
are not a burden but a joy, a privilege, and a delight. You see, 
it’s the Word, applied by the Holy Spirit, that nourishes and 
protects the believer. The Word gives us assurance, confidence, 
strengthen, comfort, wisdom, joy, peace, and understanding. 
The Word of God is “a lamp to our feet and a light to our path” 
(Psalm 119:105), and it sets us free from Satan’s lies ( John 8:32). 
The Word of God enables us to discern truth from error, it 
teaches us to walk in obedience to the Lord, it causes us to 
grow as believers, and you should continually desire the Word 
“if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious.” 

Have you tasted the graciousness of the Lord? Has He saved 
you by Jesus Christ? Have you experienced God’s goodness 
and kindness? Have you experienced answered prayers, and 
have you seen God’s hand of protection in your life through 
His wondrous providence? Has He provided for all your needs 
and comforted the cries of your broken heart, and filled you 
with joy and gladness amidst all your trials? All these things 
came to you through the eternal Word of God, which lives 
and abides forever. “For whatever things were written before 
were written for our learning, that we through the patience and 
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope” (Romans 15:4). 
Today, across the world, we have weak churches filled with weak 
Christians who are spiritually malnourished because they are 
fed a constant diet of junk food rather than the pure milk of 
God’s Word. Because of this they have lost the desire for the 
pure Word of God, which brings consequences that makes the 
church vulnerable to all kinds of doctrinal error. And the only 
solution is found in our text, “Therefore, laying aside all malice, 
all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn 
babes, desire the pure milk of the word that you may grow 
thereby if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is gracious. 
Amen!” May the Lord of the Church be pleased to revive His 
people and grant us a greater hunger to be strengthen, nour-
ished, and fed with the inspired, inerrant, infallible Word of 
the true and living God.  

Pastor Scott Henry 
Hope Reformed Church 

Sutton, NE
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IIt is my privilege today to bring to the members of this con-
gregation an exhortation concerning their reception of their 

new pastor.  As we formally install Rev. Munive to office here, 
the very structure of the service, containing a charge to both 
minister and congregation, reminds us that relationships can-
not be one-sided.

Of course we see this in the New Testament.  Paul, for 
instance, gives instructions to husbands and wives, to parents 
and children, to masters and servants, demonstrating that each 
of those relationships has corresponding responsibilities (Col. 
3:18–4:1).  For those connections to be fruitful and profitable 
they cannot be one-directional.

This is illustrated also in our relationship to God.  He cer-
tainly initiates; he calls us, makes promises to us, and leads the 
way.  But being brought into his covenant, we are to respond 
with trust and follow his leading.  The example of Abram is 
clear: God spoke to him, reassuring Abram’s fears and identi-
fying himself as Abram’s shield and reward.  The promise of 
countless descendants was answered with belief in God (Gen. 
15:1–6).

The relationship between pastor and congregation is also 
mutual.  The responsibilities in both directions are addressed 

repeatedly in the New Testament.  The pastor is not the only 
one with a ministry to fulfill and responsibilities to meet.  A 
rapid survey of the Biblical data reveals that the congregation 
also has several obligations to meet towards their pastor.

There is an obligation to maintain.  That’s made clear in 
1 Corinthians 9:14: “Even so the Lord has commanded that 
those who preach the gospel should live from the gospel.”  If 
that left any doubt, compare 1 Timothy 5:17–18: “Let the elders 
who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially 
those who labor in the word and doctrine. For the Scripture 
says, You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain and 
The laborer is worthy of his wages.”  The underlying principle is 
spelled out in Romans 15:27—“For if the Gentiles have been 
partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minis-
ter to them in material things” (cf. 1 Cor. 9:7–13).  God uses 
the pastor to communicate spiritual things to you, and so it’s 
only proper for you to communicate material things to him.  
Although for administrative purposes we might think of it as a 
salary or wages, the real goal is to enable focus.  If the pastor is 
confident that the needs of his family are covered, he can attend 
on prayer and the ministry of the word without distraction 
(Acts 6:4; 1 Cor. 7:35).

Charge 
to the Congregation

2 Corinthians 4:7

Grace Reformed Church of Lancaster, July 8, 2022

Installation of Rev. Jeff Munive as Pastor
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There is an obligation to obey.  This is not outsourcing all 
decisions to the pastor, but a recognition that in conjunction 
with the Spiritual Council and Consistory he is providing lead-
ership to the church.  Hebrews 13:17 puts this very plainly: 
“Obey those who rule over you, and be submissive, for they 
watch out for your souls, as those who must give an account. 
Let them do so with joy and not with grief, for that would be 
unprofitable for you.”  A joyless pastor will not do you as much 
good.  But a pastor facing an unruly and conflict-ridden con-
gregation will find a lot of joy stolen from his work.

There is an obligation to acknowledge and imitate.  Every 
congregation should affectionately recognize their own leaders 
(1 Thess. 5:12–13), remember their teaching and example, and 
seek to follow in their footsteps (Heb. 13:7) to the degree that 

they followed Christ (1 Cor. 11:1).  One of the most significant 
ways to acknowledge and remember your minister is in prayer, 
as we can see in Paul’s frequent requests for people to pray for 
him (e.g., Rom. 15:30; Phil. 1:19; Col. 4:3; 1 Thess. 5:25; 2 Thess. 
3:1; cf. Heb. 13:8).

Perhaps we can weave these threads together by meditating 
briefly on the nature of the ministry and the minister who carries 
it out.  Paul associates himself with Timothy, Silvanus, and Titus, 
and speaks of having received a new covenant ministry (2 Cor. 1:1, 
19; 2:13; 3:6 & 4:1).  This ministry involves proclaiming the gospel of 
the glory of Christ (4:4).  This ministry or service of Christ clothed 
in his glorious gospel promises is broadly what Paul had in mind 
when he said, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that 
the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us” (4:7).

Installation of Rev. Jeff Munive as Pastor of Grace Reformed Church, Lancaster, CA

He was installed as pastor on Friday, July 8, 2022 at a special service held for that purpose.  Rev. Pollema and I were the installation committee, 
as authorized by a Western Classis circular.

Pastor Jeff Munive graduated from Mid-America Reformed Seminary in 2014. He is married to his wife, Markey, and is a father of 2 boys who 
are currently 3 years and 5 months old. Jeff came from the United Reformed Church of Chino, CA and was ordained in 2017 serving as a hospi-
tal chaplain until 2021. From there he served as stated supply for the RCUS church in Cerritos, CA. Pastor Munive and his family are grateful for 
the Lord’s faithfulness in receiving this call and hope to be a blessing to the congregation at Grace Reformed Church in the Antelope Valley. 
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This verse in its context allows us to see what kind of service 
the Gospel ministry is, and also tells us something about the 
nature of a Gospel minister.

The ministry involves having a treasure.  That’s true from 
every angle.  The message itself is a treasure, because no price 
can be compared to knowing the way of salvation.  The message 
bears witness to a treasure, because Christ is the heart of the 
Gospel, and God had nothing better to give us than His own 
Son.  The ability to share that way of salvation and point others 
to a God who forgives sin through Christ is also a treasure.  We 
have unfailing wealth to share with everyone we meet, because 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God has shone in our 
hearts in the face of Jesus Christ (4:6).

But that treasure is contained in clay jars—containers made 
out of mud.  And that truth guides how you think of and relate 
to your pastor.

It certainly requires respect, esteem, and affection.  The min-
istry given to him is a treasure, and God gives you enjoyment of 
that treasure through his ministry.  That position and work calls 
for deep appreciation and enthusiastic support.  It is God’s will 
to communicate spiritual blessings in this way, and gratitude to 
God includes kindness to the instrument.

This kindness and support are also necessary just because he 
is an earthen vessel.  Those were very ordinary, the jars and bowls 
that you would use daily.  Perhaps today we would think of a 
Styrofoam cup as something that is useful, but not really special.  

The pastor does not have a different nature than you do.  
He’s made of the same stuff and experiences the same needs 
and limitations.  If you expect an angel or a superhero instead of 
a redeemed man still struggling against sin, you’re likely to burden 
him with unreasonable expectations and then inevitably with 
disappointment.  Very few people enjoy enforcing their boundar-
ies against unreasonable demands.  The feeling of letting others 
down is extremely painful and upsetting.  But if you lose sight 
of his earthly nature, the reality that he is a sinful human being 
like you are, that pain and disappointment become unavoidable.  

Remember that he is a jar of clay, and don’t look for the beauty 
and delicacy of crystal or the strength of stainless steel. Every 
minister is different, of course, and has his own strengths and 
weaknesses; but the very best of them are confined to human 
nature and weakened by remaining sin.

Earthen vessels are not hard to break.  Because a pastor is 
nothing special, he has weaknesses that require help and patience.  
The ministry brings along many trials, as Paul spells out in the 
following verses (4:8–12).  Those can definitely get to your pastor.  
His weak, earthly nature means that he’ll be concerned about 
his rent getting paid; that he’ll be embarrassed to ask for help 
too often; that he’ll be wrestling with his own sins and fears as 
he tries to guide and encourage others through their own trials.  
Sickness and exhaustion take a toll on the clarity of memory, the 
sharpness of mind, and the precision of speech.

So be aware of, pray about, and do what you can to prevent 
damage.  Your pastor needs rest, encouragement, provision, and 
the occasional break.  Feeling isolated, misunderstood, or unap-
preciated will bring additional difficulties to his tasks.  

Earthen vessels may seem like an odd choice for a glorious 
treasure. But it is God’s choice and reflects his wisdom and his 
purpose.  The reality of being an earthen vessel keeps a pastor 
humble and should prevent a congregation from idolizing him.  
He is communicating a treasure; he is pointing you to Christ.  
But your faith, your joy, your perseverance all depend on your 
savior, not on your pastor.  

Don’t treat your pastor like a landscape painting when he’s 
meant to be a window.  He is not an object to be admired, but a 
signpost direction you to the Lord Jesus.  Your pastor brings you 
to Christ, not to himself.  His shoulders are not broad enough 
to carry you.

What God intends from the ministry of human beings is 
that the excellence of the Gospel’s power will be clearly his, not 
theirs.  Glorify God for your pastor’s ministry; glorify God for 
the good things you receive through him; appreciate him, love 
him, support him, pray for him; but don’t glorify him.

Every true minister of the new covenant, after the pattern 
of Paul, can say with John the Baptist that Christ must increase 
whereas he must decrease ( John 3:30).  Substituting God’s trea-
sure with something else, or replacing Christ with himself, is 
the ultimate disaster.  Thank God for your pastor, profit from 
his ministry, and learn that Christ is the true Shepherd of the 
sheep. Amen.   

Rev. Ruben Zartman 
Shafter, CA
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1. PASTORING IN A CORRUPT CHURCH
The Church of England is composed of three factions: Evangeli-
cals, Anglo-Catholics, and Liberals. To underscore these differ-
ences, wits have crafted the following parody:  Evangelical=”low 
and lazy”; Catholic=”high and crazy”; and Liberal=”broad and 
hazy.” Enter John R.W. Stott (1921-2011), one of the so-called 
“low and lazy” evangelicals, who in 1966 became the chairman 
of the Second National Association of Evangelicals, composed 
of Anglican and Free Church ministers, who gathered to for-
mally discuss Church issues, including the possibility of a future 
Church.  Also at this meeting was D. Martyn-Lloyd Jones who 
was called upon to be the keynote speaker, which he dutifully 
accepted, addressing the delegates on the timely topic of Church 
unity. Also at the meeting was Derek Prime, who was President 
of the Independent Evangelical Churches, who vividly recalled 
Lloyd-Jones’ asking where he should sit.

“Sit at my side,” Stott responded, to which Lloyd-Jones mis-
chievously queried, “Which side? You have two sides, John!”*

*Stott argued that the formularies of the Church of England 
were biblical and that instead of the liberals and Anglo-Cath-
olics, evangelicals like himself must stay the course, being the 
true loyalists. 

2.  DILUTING GOD’S GRACE  
TO NET A WIFE
Evangelical Pastor Harold Ockenga (1905-1985) of the ac-
claimed Park Street Church in Boston, Massachusetts, was edu-
cated by some of the greatest theologians of the 20th century, 
including Dr. Jay Gresham Machen and the original faculty of 
Westminster Theological Seminary in Philadelphia when it was 
founded in 1929. There, he gratefully embraced the doctrine 
of God’s sovereign grace in election and sanctification. But a 
little later in life he inched away from the Reformed Faith, 
even claiming to be a “synergist” in the sense that he believed 
that God’s will and man’s are equally co-operative of potency. 
According to Ockenga, the turning point occurred when he 
studied at the University of Pittsburgh in 1934 while seated 
in that institution’s library. As he was reading a young woman 
dressed in white whom he had recently adored from afar in a 
restaurant in the Hotel Webster re-appeared. (At this hotel, he 
had even prayed: “Lord, if you bring us together, I will marry 
her.”) So, when she appeared in the library, he was twice smit-
ten, amazed that this very woman seated herself across at the 
same table. Resolving not to be inert, he seized the initiative, 
and they became conversant enough for him to offer to drive 

A N E C D O T E S  O F 

CHURCH 
HISTORY

20  | Reformed Herald  78 / 04



her home, when he discovered her to be a Christian, the future 
Audrey Williamson Ockenga. 

His future biographer, Harold Lindsell, notes that although 
schooled in the Reformed theology of Westminster, he deter-
mined not to be a statue before the glittering ruby before him. 
“Subconsciously he reacted, as he later admitted, –as a synergist” 
(meaning there must be co-operative grace and human responsi-
bility and effort). Lindsell all but affirms that he entered marital 
bliss and love by slipping into Arminianism! 

Note: Ockenga did not grasp that while God does expect us 
to act, our acts are not ultimately attributable to our own self-
locomotion.  When we act, we do act, but our act is not autono-
mous; rather, it’s impelled by the grace of God (1Cor. 15:10).  We 
wonder about Ockenga’s future thinking whenever–as a Gospel 
minister–he announced: “What God hath joined together, let not 
man put asunder.”

3. SPEAKING THE TRUTH IN JEST
A gifted preacher of the Reformed Faith was the President of 
Calvin College, and Professor at Westminster Theological Semi-
nary, R.B. Kuiper (1886-1966), who never missed an opportunity 
to trumpet the glories of God’s sovereign grace. Accordingly, as 
the Reformed Anglican minister and scholar Philip E. Hughes 
(1915-1990) began to address a group of ministers in Grand Rap-
ids, Michigan, he recounted an incident involving himself with 
R.B. Kuiper. He remembered that years before at a gathering and 
before Kuiper formally introduced him, R.B. spun a tale of two 
men who were strolling through a cemetery, when one of them 
exclaimed, “Here’s something different, I mean really different!”

“What is it?” his companion inquired. 
“Here are two men in one grave,” he replied.
“Two men in one grave? That’s strange.”
“Well, this is what it says on this tombstone: ‘Here lies an An-

glican and a Calvinist.’”  
Philip Hughes received the dig with grace.

4. THE MEDICINAL IMPACT OF THE  
GLORY OF HEAVEN
The prospect of death can be such a depressant that unbelievers 
will often hide the truth of an unfavorable prognosis from a loved 
one. Such was the case of baseball Hall-of-Famer Lou Gehring 
(1903-1941) who when lay dying of Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-

rosis (ALS), was sheltered by his wife and doctor from the true 
facts of his terminal sickness. Reading between the lines: Their 
thinking was that such information would depress his spirits and 
perhaps quicken a faster demise for the one known in baseball 
as “the Iron Horse.” 

Reel back in history to a vivid contrast, that is, to Pastor Henry 
Venn (died: 1797), who was a prodigious pastor and evangelist in 
England during the 18th century, a confederate of George White-
field, John Wesley, and a host of other productive ministers of 
the Gospel, all mightily energized by the Holy Spirit. During his 
last days, his prayer to God was that he might die to God’s glory, 
although admitting, “There are some moments, when I am afraid 
of what is to come in the last agonies; but I trust in the Lord to 
hold me up. I have a great work before me, to suffer and to die to 
his glory.”  Still, by no means riddled with self-pity, thoughts of 
the glory of Christ’s advancing kingdom were always his supreme 
passion, so that his depressed spirits were quickened to life.

Six months before his death he resettled in Yelling, England, 
with his son. There, he was regularly on the brink of death. But 
a dedicated friend skilled in medicine, whose name was Pearson, 
reported that when he visited Venn that the very imminence of 
death so electrified him in both body and soul that it proved a 
medicinal stimulus to life! Venn himself was not spinning a bad 
situation when he called his own moribund signs “good symp-
toms.” His friend Pearson replied: “Surely, in this state of joyous 
excitement you cannot die!”

Note: One is reminded of Proverbs 17:22: “A merry heart does 
good, like medicine, but a broken spirit dries the bones.” 

5.  PREACHERS WHO DRAMATIZE.
John Elias (1774-1841) was a 19th century preacher from Wales 
and a dramatist of sorts. Once, he was preaching in a small village 
on how the finger of God touches very man. Then, at the height 
of his sermonizing, he intentionally extended his arm against the 
lighted backdrop that portrayed a foreboding shadow on the wall. 
Eyeing the threatening, gargantuan arm, the congregation bolted! 

The episode shows that many a minister has tried on the fly to 
make the most of an unusual providence that rudely ambushes the 
attention of his congregation. An incident in the life of D. Martyn-
Lloyd-Jones is illustrative: During the Luftwaffe blitz of WWII, 
he was preaching at Westminster Chapel in London when an 
earth-shattering bomb exploded near the building. Although 

July – August  2022 | 21



showered with debris the Doctor doggedly pushed forward! Since 
he was preaching from Jude, the text dealing with “building your-
selves on your most holy faith,” he was able to capitalize on the 
explosion by telling the congregation how firm a foundation we 
have compared to the very building that was crumbling around 
them! (Martyn-Lloyd-Jones, A Family Portrait, by Christopher 
Catherwood, pp. 67-68).

6.  A SWEEPING CHANGE AT THE SECOND VATI-
CAN COUNCIL?
Dr. Oswald J. Hoffmann (1913-2005) of the internationally ac-
claimed radio program, The Lutheran Hour, was asked to represent 
the Missouri Synod as an observer at the Second Vatican Council 
in Rome in 1964. On the last day of the 1964 session one delegate 
presented the great schema on religious freedom which proposed 
that “We freely forgive those who have sinned against us, and we 
beg the pardon of those against whom we have sinned.” If adopted, 
this would change Rome’s entrenched view that “Truth has all 
the rights and error has none,” thus leaving the door open for a 
civil government to enforce Catholicism by force of arms. The 
issue was a whirlwind of controversy and Pope Paul VI sensed an 
unsettling, if not divisive turmoil, which forced him to postpone 
the final vote to the 4th session in 1965, where the final tally 
would be 1,600 to 400 against forced conformity to the holy See. 

When the Council ended, Hoffmann reported that this was 
the only genuine change that occurred. He reported that the 
watershed issue of “how to get right with God” remained on the 
table, summarizing Luther who said of the sinner, “He does not 
get right with God. He has been put right with God through the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. That’s done!”

After Hoffmann returned to the United States he was asked 
if Rome had really changed. He replied: “Yes, a Lutheran went 
to the Vatican and came back alive!”

7.  A CHRISTIAN BUFFALOES A COMMUNIST WITH 
THE NONSENSE OF HIS OWN PHILOSOPHY.
A classic book of the 1960s when Communism was the talk of the 
free world was Dr. Fred Schwarz’s You Can Trust the Communists 
to be Communists. In this book, he recounts a conversation he had 
with a Marxist in Sydney, Australia when he was challenged to 
define Communism. Schwarz stunned his opponent into silence 

by offering a definition that revealed that he was more conversant 
with Marxism than the Marxist himself. When asked, “What is 
Marxism?”, he rattled:

“Dialectical Materialism is the philosophy of Karl Marx that 
he founded by taking the dialectic of Hegel, marrying it  to the 
materialism of Feuerbach, abstracting from it the concept of prog-
ress in terms of conflict of contradictory, interacting forces called 
the Thesis and the Antithesis culminating at a critical nodal point 
where one overthrows the other, giving rise to the Synthesis, ap-
plying it to the history of social development, and deriving there 
from an essentially revolutionary concept of social change.” 

When his foil studied him bewilderingly, Schwarz explained: 
“Don’t blame me. It is your philosophy, not mine. You are the 
one who believes it.”

8.  MARTIN LUTHER: REVILED  
BY SIR THOMAS MORE.
The vitriol of the enemies of the Reformers could be decidedly 
uncouth; and it seemed that no one was more hellacious than Sir 
Thomas More (1478-1536), the Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
hero of Hollywood movies (A Man for All Seasons), the golden 
boy of English Catholicism, and the sainted “saint” of the Ro-
man Catholic Church, whose vendetta against Martin Luther is 
without equal. Dipping his quill into the inkwell of logic, (such 
as a priori premises and a posteriori results!) he scathingly wrote:

“Since he [Luther] has written that he has a prior right to 
bespatter and besmirch the royal crown with s-, we will not have 
the posteriori right to proclaim the beshi–tongue of this practi-
tioner of posterioristics most fit to lick with his anterior the very 
posteriori of a pissing she-mule until he shall have learned more 
correctly to infer posteriori conclusions from prior premises (from 
William Tyndale: A Biography, p. 258).

9. DR. BARNHOUSE EATS HUMBLE PIE 
Presbyterian and radio Pastor Donald Barnhouse (1895-1960) 
was so well-schooled in French, that he served as a docent in 
Paris after World War I. Still, he realized that his French was 
imperfect, and feared that he might one day mess up royally. It 
was a self-fulfilling prophecy. While in Paris he was asked to give 
his testimony in a boy’s school, which he confidently accepted, 
thinking that nothing could go wrong. He reports:
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“I told them how when I was in my early teens I had strong 
faith. Only, I actually said, in French, ‘liver.’ I proceeded to tell 
how for a while I lost my liver, then later the Lord brought me 
back and my liver was stronger than ever...well, you can imagine 
how funny this was to the boys, and how humiliating for a cocky 
young me when I found out what they were laughing at! Never 
again, unless I know what I am saying!”

10.  THE BIBLE IS MISUSED AT THE WORLD 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES
The 1975 meeting of the WCC was conducted in Nairobi where 
one of the “advisers” reported that the theme of the proceedings 
was “Jesus Christ frees and unites.” Unhappily, the selfsame advis-
er lamented that “the World Council uses Scripture like a drunk 
uses a lamp post, more for support than for illumination!” He also 
lamented that even the Parable of the Prodigal Son was recklessly 
slaughtered “by their decision to make the real hero of the tale 
the runaway boy who was bent on liberation!”  

11.  THE GLORY OF GOD’S FEATHERY CREATURES 
The Lord expects His people to revel in the wonders of His 
creation and to give Him the praise. And Jesus Himself com-
mands us to “consider the birds of the air...” (Matthew 6:26). Thus 
Pastor John R. W. Stott (1921-2011) was not only a notable 
author, international evangelist, and famed globetrotter, but a 
dedicated ornithologist, who studied birds wherever and when-
ever he sojourned. Yet, despite his passion for bird-watching, his 
one disappointment was the elusive Snowy Owl who he did not 
see until much later in life. His futile quest ended around 1996 
when traveling to the Arctic where he was able to situate himself 
in a hide, or blind, for several hours just a few yards from the bird 
of his dreams. To celebrate God’s goodness and to memorialize 
his experience, he was so elated that he wrote: “I felt I could now 
say my Nunc Dimittis, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart 
in peace...for my eyes have seen...” (Luke 2:29, 30). 

12.  GRAMMATICAL TRIVIA ABOUT LUTHER’S A 
MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD 
When the Lutheran minister and famous voice of the interna-
tional Lutheran Hour, Oswald J. Hoffmann (1913-2005), visited 
the Billy Grahams in Montreat, North Carolina, he noticed a 
rare tidbit about Luther’s great hymn, often lost on meticulous 
Luther-scholars. Over the fireplace and compliments of Ruth Bell 
Graham, was inscribed the words Eine Feste Burg ist Unser Gott. 
Hoffmann was struck by the word Eine, because the German 
Church often uses ein’ “to fit the meter, but the word is really 
eine because Burg is feminine.”  

13.  SPURGEON’S BRUSH WITH AN ASSASSIN
Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) was stationed in the hallway 
of his home when he heard a strong knock on the front door. 
He opened to a visitor who wielded a huge stick, who promptly 
barged into the house, threatening to kill Spurgeon!

“You must mean my brother,” Spurgeon clarified, trying to quiet 
him. “His name is Spurgeon.”

But the man’s anger was not assuaged; he roared: “It is the man 
who makes the jokes I mean to kill!” Shortly, Spurgeon was able 
to remove the man from his dwelling, after which he was detained 
by the police and returned to the asylum.

What’s striking is that Spurgeon was pigeon-holed as “the man 
who makes the jokes.” Clearly, he was no court jester or buffoon, 
although he did believe that a preacher worth his salt must preach 
as a whole man, that is, his whole personality must be consecrated 
to God, including a godly penchant for humor.  A Church histo-
rian wrote: “A Church is in a bad way when it banishes laughter 
from the sanctuary and leaves it to the cabaret, the night club and 
the toastmasters.” If used discreetly, humor is a powerful weapon 
in the hands of a Christian soldier.  

Rev. Jim West 

Sacramento, CA
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