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God be merciful to us and bless us, 
And cause His face to shine upon us, Selah
That Your way may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations.

PSALM 67:1-2 NKJV



TThhe Christian church is the church of the “Last Days”, anticipating with longing the 
relief of transitioning from Church Militant to the glorious Church Triumphant 

at Christ’s return, enjoying then the full blessedness of eternal peace in the new heavens 
and new earth (2 Peter 3). As we who believe, confess, and commemorate the historic 
first coming in the flesh of Christ, the Son of God, we do so in the present reality of 
Christ Jesus already exalted to glory as the King of kings and Lord of lords (I Tim 
6:15). The apostle Paul gives a helpful linkage from incarnation to exaltation (I Tim 
3:16) earlier in his first letter to Timothy: 

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifested in the flesh, 

Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, 
Preached among the Gentiles, 
Believed on in the world, 
Received up in glory. (NKJV)

So even as we celebrate Christ’s coming in the flesh to be our Savior, we confidently 
may sing “Jesus the Savior reigns, the God of truth and love; when He had purged our sins, He 
took His seat above. His Kingdom cannot fail, he rules o’er earth and heav’n.” (from Trinity 
Hymnal #310). Before His ascension, Jesus, the God-man, declared (Matt.28:18) to His 
disciples:  All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

Jesus Christ has the right and responsibility to govern all things in heaven and upon 
the earth. Heaven’s throne, where Jesus sits, has authority over the creation, the entire 
cosmos, over things visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principali-
ties or powers, for all things were created through Him and for Him (Col 1:16). No 
institution on this present earth is excluded from the exalted God-man’s sovereign rule. 

As Eph.1 states, God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ raised him from the dead 
and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places…and He put all things under 
His feet and gave Him to be Head over all things to the church which is His body.
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Jesus the King’s reign, His all-encompassing dominion, is for 
the sake of His and His Church’s glory, gathering and defend-
ing her, as she is yet the Church Militant,  against the rulers of 
the darkness (Eph 6:12) on her way to her decreed, promised 
triumphant glory and peace (Rom 8:18, Eph.1:1-14, Rev.7:9-
17; 21:1-7).

The Heidelberg Catechism we use to confess our faith speaks, 
because it is based on the Scriptures teaching, of the inclusive 
rule of the exalted Christ Jesus:  Q&A #50:  Why is it added: 
“And sitteth at the right hand of God”? Because Christ ascended 
into heaven for this end, that He might there appear as Head of His 
Church, by whom the Father governs all things.

When we, who are by grace through faith members of Christ’s 
church, commemorate his coming in the flesh to gain our eternal 
kingdom inheritance, we yet do so as the Church Militant. So it’s 
comforting and encouraging to think about our exalted Head’s 
all-encompassing authority over this present world.

As Jesus was proclaiming His sovereign authority to His dis-
ciples, it was in the context of giving His Church the great com-
mission (Matt.28:19-20): Go therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  teaching them to observe 
all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you 
always, even to the end of the age.”

Disciples of Jesus Christ are those who are self-consciously 
seeking to submit their lives to His rule, as He (God) works in 
them to will and to do (Phil.2:13). Such discipleship is evident by 
the good works that are the workmanship of God (Eph 2:10), the 
fruit of being engrafted into Christ ( John 15:1-8). Good works, as 
we confess via HC #91, are those only which proceed from true faith, 
and are done according to the Law of God, unto His glory, and not 
such as rest on our own opinion or the commandments of men. Such 
discipleship, as flawed as it yet is on this side of the resurrection 
(see Rom. 7:14-25) yet serves to make Christ’s rule visible. Living 
as repentant, running-the -race- with- endurance- looking-to-
Jesus saved sinners, the Church Militant exhibits a stark contrast 
with the idolatrous culture that exhibits its unwillingness to bow 
to the rule of Christ.

As Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus our Mediator King, appeals 
to his brother saints (Rom.12:1-3) by the mercies of God, to 
present your bodies as a living sacrifice….to not be conformed 
to this world…. this world is the culture in rebellion against its 
Creator God, very applicable now. Speaking particularly of the 
United States, in our present day there is a “public moral order” 
which is no longer influenced by biblical morality. To highlight: 
as especially acknowledged and even intolerantly promoted nowa-
days,  the various forms of non-binary sexuality makes a mockery 
of the male/female distinction God made at the creation; crimi-

nals are not punished;  non-“progressive”, non-“woke” opinions 
are not tolerated in the workplace and media; Christ’s creational 
social order is paganized by the courts recognizing same-sex 
marriage as a civil right; the Christian work ethic is displaced 
by a fostered entitlement mentality;  the medical profession is 
adopting LGBTQ ideology as normative; public school children 
are stimulated to “queer imagination”;  tax dollars pay for the 
abortions of illegal aliens;  the constitutional political election 
process is manipulated to allow for fraud;  Economic policies 
renounce fiscal stewardship. 

This is not news to most of us who are already dismayed by the 
relative speed at which Christianity has been made an outlier in 
our culture. This world to which Christ’s Militant Church is not 
to be conformed demonstrates its lack of the fear of the Lord in 
its worldview and practices. 

But we whose allegiance is to Christ Jesus the King of kings, 
we who fear the Lord, we whose faith in Him assures us of His 
sovereign rule, we, His visible church, are called to make disciples 
of all the nations. Those who do not fear the Lord are not to be left  
uncompassionately to their idolatry, whatever form it takes. The 
gospel is to be boldly preached and witnessed by the visible church 
to make disciples of Jesus Christ the King. Let’s be reminded of 
what happened in Thessalonica through the gospel preached and 
witnessed (I Thess.1:8-10):  For from you the word of Lord has 
sounded forth not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in 
every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we 
do not need to say anything. For they themselves declare to us 
what manner of entry we had to you, and how you turned to 
God from idols to serve the living and true God, and to wait 
for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even 
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.

Christ Jesus rules over all things. He rules not only over all 
principalities and powers, but He rules over the church, for the 
church, and also through the church by its proclamation of the 
gospel that equips the saints for ministry (Eph 4:12).

Let us be indeed the salt of the earth, witnessing Christ Jesus 
the only Savior of sinners and King of kings, with a fervent desire 
to turn idolators to the comfort found only as an abiding disciple 
of Jesus Christ.

“He sits at God’s right hand till all His foes submit and to his com-
mand and fall beneath His feet. Rejoice in glorious hope! Our Lord, 
the Judge, shall come, and take His servants up to their eternal home. 
Lift up your heart, lift up your voice!  Rejoice, again I say, rejoice!” 
(from Trinity Hymnal #310).  

George Horner 
Ridgeland, SC
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B A T T L E 
O F  J E R I C H O

Introduction

IIn graduate school, my professor in the class “History of Warfare” mentioned 
that the best book to use when analyzing warfare is the Bible. As a Christian 

history professor myself, I tend to agree. My research interest is examining 
Christianity correlated to global conflicts, specifically wars. As Christians, we 
hold dear to our hearts the firm belief that the Scriptures are the infallible 
Word of God. Colossians 1:16 teaches the Lord’s hand is in history: “For by 

him, all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether 
thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things were created through 
him and for him.” 

In this brief article, we will dive into the Battle of Jericho. We are specifically 
studying the ramifications of the conflict and the lessons learned. Acknowledging 
that God is immutable and consistent in His desires for His sheep is pertinent 
to understanding His will on earth as it relates to today’s military engagements. 

Circumstances Before the Engagement
To best interpret the Battle of Jericho, it is essential to comprehend God’s promise 
to Abraham in Deuteronomy: “Hear therefore, O Israel, and be careful to do 
them, that it may go well with you, and that you may multiply greatly, as the 
Lord, the God of your fathers, has promised you, in a land flowing with milk 
and honey” (Deuteronomy 6:3). Abraham was elected by God. Further, God’s 
chosen people were guaranteed the land of Canaan. As most readers know, their 
possession of this Promised Land did not happen overnight. Through trials and 
tribulations, God’s people suffered, at times prospered, and wandered the desert, 
awaiting permission to enter the Promised Land. It was the honorable Joshua 
whom God called to fulfill this prophecy. 

The land of milk and honey was no longer a future promise but a current reality 
for Joshua and his people. Much as armies do in warfare today, Joshua developed 
battle plans, and with the guidance and calling of God, spies entered the city of 
Jericho, laying down a strategic scheme with the assistance of an unlikely hero, 
Rahab, the prostitute. Rahab, with a heart both receptive and faithful to God, 
placed her life and the lives of her family at risk to serve the Almighty. Here we 
see the importance of proper battle planning, as Joshua knew his scouts needed 
to accomplish precise surveillance to learn more about the logistics that would 
be needed to conquer the city as well as the enemy in general. 

One of Joshua’s first obstacles was taking his army across the Jordan river; but 

A Christmas Greeting
And New Year’s Wish

Tom Nettles

A Baby down from heaven came,

Hiding rebels to reclaim.

Took our flesh,

Took our sin.

Jesus was his name.

From virgin mother, humble birth

Frightening all the kings of earth;

Shepherds quaked,

Magi bowed,

Angels sang with mirth.

Untouched by sin, he lived his life

Tested sore, and pressed by strife.

Wrath he bore,

Ours the blame;

Grace through him is rife.

So now he intercedes above

Lion of strength, yet mercy’s dove.

“Come to me.”

“Trust my blood.”

And know redemptive love.

May Christmas truth protect your year,

Quiet your soul, and dry your tear.

Guilt be Gone!

Death be still!

Life can have no fear.
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the Lord reaffirmed His commitment to Joshua: “Today I will 
begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know 
that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you” ( Joshua 3:7). 
Joshua’s confidence in God was unwavering, and he declared to 
the Israelites, “Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the Lord 
will do wonders among you” ( Joshua 3:6). Matthew Henry 
expounded on verse 7 in his commentary:

We may observe here how God honours Joshua, and 
his wondrous work he is about to do designs to make 
Israel know that his is their governor, and then how 
Joshua honours God and endeavours by it to make Israel 
know that he is their God. Thus those that honour God 
he will honour, and those whom he has advanced should 
do what they can in their places to exalt him.1

The lesson is ever so simple, yet difficult for sinful creation; 
we must follow God and rest assured His hand will lead us in 
the direction He desires in our lives. In Joshua chapters 4 and 
5, the Lord dried up the river, just as He did with the Red Sea 
when the Jews left Egypt, and allowed the people to cross safely. 

In Joshua 5:13–15, Joshua encounters the Lord Himself, 
who remarks, “No, but I am the commander of the army of the 
Lord. Now I have come” ( Joshua 5:15). He adds, “Take off your 
sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is 
holy” ( Joshua 5:15). John Calvin remarks on this incident, “The 
name of Jehovah is often attributed to the presiding Angel, who 
was undoubtedly the only-begotten Son of God.”2 Calvin later 
adds, “It is therefore just as if he were offering his assistance in 
the combats which were about to be waged, and promising by 
his arrival that war would have a happy issue.”3 Unmistakably, 
the Lord’s presence assured Joshua that He was going to be with 
him in the upcoming battle to conquer Jericho. 

Before delving into the battle specifics, it is necessary to 
comment briefly on the events about to develop. Unbelievers 
and skeptics often use the Battle of Jericho as an excuse to 
dishonor and slander the Scriptures because the people of 
Canaan were conquered, purged of their homes, and murdered. 
As Christians, we must understand several facts. First, the Lord 
is sovereign; as pointed out in Colossians 1:16, the Lord’s will 
endures exactly according to His plans and desires. Creation has 
no say in determining what the Lord will accomplish. Secondly, 
and most importantly, the Canaanites were notably wicked, as 
evidenced by the Lord’s interaction with Moses in Leviticus 18. 
Sin cannot go unpunished, and those who do not follow the Lord 
must be prepared to face judgment in this life and the next. The 

1 Matthew Henry, A Commentary of the Whole Bible: Volume 2 (Old Tappan: Fleming H. Revell, 1986), 15.
2 John Calvin, Calvin’s Commentaries: Volume IV (Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 1979), 88.
3 Ibid. 

conquering of Jericho is the Lord serving His purpose for His 
people and fulfilling a prophecy.

The Battle
To best understand the battle of Jericho, one must realize that 
the city was heavily fortified. Protected by a massive stone 
wall, Jericho provided a challenging barrier for the Israelites. 
Nevertheless, Joshua determined in steadfast faith that the city 
was not an obstacle that God could not deliver to His people. 
Such assurance is declared in Joshua 6:2: “And the Lord said to 
Joshua, ‘See, I have given Jericho into your hand, with its king and 
mighty men of valor.’” The instructions were uncomplicated; the 
Lord commanded Joshua’s army to march around the city once 
a day, along with the priests who were to “bear seven trumpets 
of rams’ horns before the ark of the covenant.” This took place 
for six days. Then we see what happened on the seventh day:

On the seventh day they rose early, at the dawn of the 
day, and marched around the city in the same manner 
seven times. It was only on that day that they marched 
around the city seven times. And at the seventh time, 
when the priests had blown the trumpets, Joshua said to 
the people, “Shout, for the Lord has given you the city”…
As soon as the people heard the sound of the trumpet, 
the people shouted a great shout, and the wall fell down 
flat, so that the people went up into the city, every man 
straight before him, and they captured the city. ( Joshua 
6:15–16, 20)

Further instructions from Joshua declared that the only 
survivors of the people of Jericho were to be Rahab and her 
family. The Lord commanded his people explicitly to steer clear 
of all items “devoted to destruction.” Silver, gold, bronze, and 
iron were to go into the treasury of the Lord. Joshua 6:20–21 
explains the fate of the people of Canaan as the walls of Jericho 
collapsed, and the army killed the remaining inhabitants. The 
chapter fittingly concludes with the following verse, “So the Lord 
was with Joshua, and his fame was in all the land” ( Joshua 6:27). 
Significantly, a further command is given from God in which he 
declares no one shall build a city to replace Jericho or it, too, will 
face annihilation. 

It is important to note that the Battle of Jericho did not 
immediately give all the land of Canaan to the Israelites; this is 
a common misconception. What it did provide was an easier path 
for the Israelites to fulfill the destiny of the Lord. Subsequent 
battles and difficulties remained, as described in the rest of the 
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book of Joshua. Eventually, the land was conquered and equally 
distributed to the twelve tribes of Israel. The Battle of Jericho was 
simply the first hurdle for conquering the Promised Land. The 
battle showcased God’s strength and dominion over His creation. 
Furthermore, it displayed the genuine faith of Joshua and a loyalty 
to the Almighty that today’s believer can seek to embody. 

Lessons Learned
Studying the Battle of Jericho provides many lessons for the 
reader today. First, God is sovereign; if He declares an event will 
occur, surely it is determined. Obedience to God is necessary and 
comes with great responsibilities. Neglecting faithfulness and 
blatantly disobeying the Lord and His ways produce destruction 
and ultimate death, as in the case of Jericho. 

Sin does not go unpunished. As humans alive in this current 
world, we can become complacent to think of our days as 
unending. Death is a reality, and the judgment of sin is most 
certain for all creation. The Lord’s people must remain in faith, 
walking with Him and never doubting His plans in everyday 
life. The story of Joshua and his people did not end in chapter 6. 
Sin and challenges remained, ultimately requiring the people to 
decide whom they would follow. Though Joshua’s faith was strong, 
struggles ensued. Most notably, Joshua declared, “And if it is evil 
in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 
serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond 
the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord” ( Joshua 
24:15). His people shared similarly:

Then the people answered, “Far be it from us that we 
should forsake the Lord to serve other gods, for it is 
the Lord our God who brought us and our fathers up 
from the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and 
who did those great signs in our sight and preserved us 
in all the way that we went, and among all the peoples 
through whom we passed. And the Lord drove out 
before us all the peoples, the Amorites who lived in the 
land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our 
God.” ( Joshua 24:16-18)

A verbal declaration of serving God is an important covenant 
and an agreement the believer should never break. Each 
generation and individual must maintain a relationship with 
the Lord. The Christian must live by faith in the Savior. It is also 
a duty to share the gospel of Christ with all ears. His people play 
a role in the Great Commission. Complacency is not an option, 
and the declaration of His Word is a biblical command.

Militarily, a great city fell at the hands of God. Some will argue 
that the Lord put forth an earthquake or another great shock to 
the earth. This is entirely possible as disasters continue to alter 
the lives of nations today. The Scriptures explain that such work 

is from God’s hands (Deuteronomy 11:17, Numbers 16:30–34). 
Christians must acknowledge God is unchanging, omnipresent, 
and faithful to His plans. Joshua knew this and remained loyal. 
Joshua’s people experienced defeat and other obstacles as their 
journey continued. The lesson merely implies staying with the 
Lord daily (Luke 9:23–24) and following His ways ( John 14:15). 
Most importantly, we must rely on faith, as this is what saves. 

Lastly, showcasing God’s sovereignty is the fact that Jesus 
presented Himself to Joshua before entering Jericho. This 
incident decidedly confirms God was with Joshua and his army. 
Moreover, and most noteworthy, God’s carried out His will in 
the decisive battle. His presence before Joshua only affirms such 
an action was to occur. 

Conclusion
The Battle of Jericho is proof of Joshua’s obedience and 
faithfulness in the Lord. A heavily fortified city, protected by 
an impressive wall, collapsed, making the citizens vulnerable to 
Joshua’s army. The army prevailed in their conquest, destroying 
the city and its people. The Lord’s hand is in history, including the 
battles on earth. Jesus mentioned warfare, explaining in Matthew 
24 that many wars were yet to come. 

Christians should abhor war, murder, and death. However, 
sinful humanity is often led to destruction when they place their 
faith in mankind and not God. Clearly, the destruction of lives 
occurs when God is left out of the daily affairs of men. Today, we 
see this in the conflict between Russia and Ukraine. As believers, 
we must earnestly pray for peace and for the Lord’s ways to prevail 
in all lands of the earth. Yet, we know the world is not rid of sin 
and will not be until the coming of our Savior. 

In the end, the Lord will use creation as He sees fit. Lands will 
be judged and used for His glory. Not one nation should boast, 
as they are led by mere humans, fallen creatures. We should 
never place our faith in the leaders of countries. World Wars 
have occurred, and future conflicts are inevitable in this world. 
Christians know this; humanists and modern-day philosophers 
deny such logic. May the Lord continue His will on earth as He 
pleases, and may we serve Him and fulfill His Great Commission 
to spread the Good News to all people of earth.

Dr. David Crum 
ME

David Crum holds a Ph.D. in Historical Theology. He serves as 
an Assistant Professor of History at Truett-McConnell University. 
His research interests include the history of warfare and Christianity. 
He was a member of St. John’s RCUS, and now lives in Maine 
and is a member of the ARP.  
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NEW BOOK

Th e Rev. Dr. Kevin Carroll, pastor of 
the Grace Reformed Church in Mitch-
ell, recently had is his book, Biblical 
Languages and the Busy Pastor published 
by GlossaHouse Publishing: 
https://tinyurl.com/4ybdspyx.

Th e book grew out of his interest in 
Greek and Hebrew that began while 
he was in college and his concern that 
many pastors fail to use the biblical 
languages to enhance their teaching and 
preaching ministries.

Dr. Carroll said, “Many ministers 
invest a great deal of time and money 
in learning biblical languages, but com-
paratively few continue to use them, or 
fail to use them eff ectively, in ministry. 
Th is book builds a scriptural, theologi-
cal, historical, and practical case for why 
ministers should view the languages as 
indispensable tools for ministry. It then 
lays out a step-by- step plan for how to 
regain, maintain, and use them for more 
eff ective preaching and teaching.”

Dr. Carroll has been the pastor of the 
Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell, 
SD since 2014. He lives in Mitchell with 
Tammy, his wife of 36 years, three sons, 
and two grandchildren.

N E W  C H I L D R E N ’ S  B O O K S
An interview-style article by the author of the children’s books: for Who Is God? and 
God is My Song. By Jennifer Gohl, a member of St. Paul Evangelical RUCS, Hamburg MN.

How did you get the idea for these books?

SSome years ago, when my oldest was still just a baby, I was considering how I wanted 
to teach him (and any other children we hoped to have). I wanted him to grow up to 

fear God and serve him with his whole heart, so I thought a good starting place would 
be for him to know who this God is. At the time, I had not come across any children’s 
books that taught the attributes of God. Why not make one myself? I thought. Since I have 
always loved writing, this was an exciting thought. As I began jotting down some ideas 
for a book on the attributes of God, more thoughts kept coming to my mind. Th ey were 
more than I wanted to attempt to fi t into a single small children’s book. Now that my 
mind was on the track of writing, the idea of making a set or a small series was born—a 
set of about three volumes that would explain some basic Christian truths—theology 
for young children. 

What is your purpose for creating these books?
I wanted to have something that would help me teach theology in a simple way to my little 
ones with their impressionable minds. I saw a need for something like this since I had yet 
to fi nd one (perhaps it was just because I didn’t look hard enough or didn’t look in the right 
places). And I wasn’t satisfi ed with the thought of waiting until my children were much older 
to introduce them to certain theological concepts using books that have been written for 
an older age group. So I set out to create something that would hopefully start them on a 
pilgrim’s path as a small child. Knowing who God is and knowing who we are both are basic, 
essential things that are so foundational for a Christian to know. For how can you rightly 
worship and serve a God you don’t know, or be saved from sin if we don’t know how sinful we 
are? As an adult, I have found that so many of our problems come from forgetting who God 
is, so I fi gured this was a good place to starting to teach them…and for reminding myself!

Tell us about the artwork.
I never really thought of myself as an illustrator, so for the Who Is God book, I fi gured I 
would just try drawing the pictures on the computer. I was wanting the artwork to have a 
bolder looking appearance and thought I would be able to achieve that with crisp, computer-
drawn images of a single object. After I had printed this book, someone mentioned to me 
that they thought it would have a nice eff ect if the artwork was hand-drawn. So when it came 
time for doing the illustrations for God is My Song, I fi gured I would give it a try drawing 
my own pictures. At the time of creating the drawings, I was pregnant with Baby number 
4, and in order to make the pictures more relatable to my boys, I drew the illustrations with 
our family in mind. So there are many pictures with little boys, and their dad. I chose to use 
the father/son relationship throughout the book as it is something that is not only familiar 
to many young children but is also how God relates to us. I purposely left the faces more or 
less undrawn so that the reader could put his own thoughts into the illustration.
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Since God has many attributes and qualities, how did you 
decide which ones to include in your books?
I pretty much just looked up various lists of God’s attributes and decided 
which ones I thought were diff erent enough from each other to be able to 
have separate pages for each one. I wanted to include a good number of God’s 
attributes—just to try to paint a fuller picture of His character for the children. 
I know we can never distill all of who God is into some simple qualities, but 
I wanted to have many diff erent ones included. I also tried to include many 
of God’s noncommunicable attributes to show how magnifi cent He is and 
to hopefully bring about a sense of awe for Him. God is like no other, and I 
wanted to show that by highlighting many of His qualities that are not ones 
alike to humans, such as patience and kindness are alike to us. For God is 
My Song, I went through the Bible and tried to list out all the ways that He 
interacts with us and who He is towards us in a relational sense. I wanted 
to bring out the relational aspect of God. So, putting the 2 books together: 
I was aiming to show the reader who God is—so great, big, powerful, and 
magnifi cent—but also that He is personally involved—having a care and love 
so special for His children, even down to all the tiny, fl eeting things in our lives. 

What was the most challenging
part of making these books?
I had to combine some of the qualities because of the amount of space in the 
book and because some of them were pretty similar to other qualities. It was 
somewhat of a challenge because as I delved into God’s various attributes, 
some aspects of 1 quality seemed to fi t better with two or even three diff erent 
ones. My challenge was to, yet again, try to be including many qualities and 
fi nding which ones fi t most closely with others but were yet still diff erent. 
For example, God is my priest, mediator, advocate, and intercessor all seemed 
similar on one level, yet each one carries some diff erences that I didn’t want 
to overlook or eliminate. So I had to decide which ones to pair together on 
the same page that would highlight the essence of that particular quality as a 
whole but yet also how it was similar and diff erent to the other quality on the 
page. I also wanted to include some of these big theological words that young 
kids may hear but not know entirely what they are.

Tell us about your third book.
My third book in the series is most fresh on my mind as I have been working 
much to get it in its fi nal editing stages. Th is one is a little bit diff erent from 
the fi rst two in that I have more text on the lefthand pages for explanation. 
Th e title is Who Am I: Th e truth about the way God sees me, and in it I attempt 
to summarize, for children, the nature of mankind and his existence. It has 
three sections that delve into who we are as humans (truths for all people 
throughout the ages), who we are as unbelievers or before the Lord saves us, 
and then who we are as redeemed children of God. I’m excited to have them 
all as a completed set for I think they address such important truths that I 
want for my children, and others, to understand and meditate upon. For we 
need to know who God is to truly know and love Him, and we also need to 
know who we truly are so that we can know Him and bring Him more glory, 
which is our purpose.  

Jennifer Gohl
Hamburg MN



H E I N R I C H 
B U L L I N G E R

(1504-1575)

When I was busy earning my M.Div. back in the mid-1970s, I heard 
nothing about the Swiss Reformer, Heinrich Bullinger (1504-1575). 

Perhaps, unsurprisingly, you have never heard his name mentioned in con-
nection with the Protestant Reformation either. I do seem to recall that in 
my Church History courses the name of Huldrych Zwingli was mentioned 
when we were dealing with the Reformation, but only in the context of 
this death at the Second Battle of Kappel in 1531 and that his views of 
the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper erroneously taught that it was only a 
memorial meal.

Bullinger was Zwingli’s successor in Zürich and labored there as Zürich’s 
pastor of the large Grossmünster church for forty-four-plus years. In point 
of fact, Bullinger was a very accomplished scholar, a great preacher, an excel-
lent teacher, a churchman, and a lover of God’s people. He was a pastor of 
the people, not shunning, avoiding, or neglecting his congregants. 

His sermons, commentaries, and correspondence are voluminous. Fur-
thermore, I am convinced that his two-volume work entitled the Decades
is on a par with Calvin’s Institutes and, at many points, excels Calvin’s fa-
mous work. His 1534 treatise on the biblical doctrine of the covenant is 
still cited and eff ectively used by many today. He was quite instrumental 
in co-authoring the Consensus Tigurinus (the Consensus of Zürich) along 
with John Calvin, which was the document that quelled the controversies 
surrounding the doctrine of the Lord’s Supper. He was the sole author of 
the magisterial Second Helvetic Confession, and yet—and yet, he remains 
almost virtually unknown except in a few circles.

In the words of David Steinmetz, Bullinger, along with many other 
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Reformers constitutes what may be termed a “Reformer in the 
Wings.” That is, for whatever reason, by many he has been rel-
egated to the dustbin of history. He should not have been. He is 
far too important for us to neglect. In this and following articles, I 
want to present you with what I am going to call one of Bullinger’s 
“vernacular” writings. That is, it is not a technical theological trea-
tise, but rather it is a work that was intentionally and specifically 
designed for the man and woman in the pew and on the street. 

Bullinger is not alone in being relegated to the “wings” of Ref-
ormation history, but I also believe it is time to take a closer look 
at some of these men and to appreciate what they contributed 
to the period in the sixteenth century that we call the Reforma-
tion. Allow me, therefore, to begin with a brief explanation of 
Bullinger’s early years and then move on to valid reasons why I 
believe Protestants need to become more familiar with his most 
important works.

Bullinger’s Early Life
Heinrich Bullinger was born in the Swiss village of Bremgar-
ten on June 11, 1504. He was the youngest of seven children 
belonging to Heinrich Bullinger (Senior) and his “wife,” Anna 
Wiederkehr. I placed the word wife in quotation marks because 
Heinrich and Anna were not officially married. Father Hein-
rich was the village Roman Catholic priest (Leutpriester) and 
priests were not permitted to marry. Instead, the Roman Catholic 
Church allowed what they termed a “cradle or concubine tax.” 
When young Bullinger began keeping his diary there are numer-
ous entries about the very loving nature of the family in which he 
grew up. He spoke frequently about how his father and mother 
deeply loved one another and were faithful to one another. He 
also mentioned discipline, but also of their abiding love for their 
children.

When he was barely five years old, he was enrolled in the local 
Latin school, where he learned his lessons well. The discipline 
that he was learning at home was augmented by the instructors 
at the school. When he reached the age of twelve, his parents 
decided that he should enter St. Martin’s Latin School in Em-
merich, Germany close to the Dutch border. He and his cousin, 
Michael Wüst, who was also twelve traveled together. Their 
primary means of transportation was their feet. They walked. 
When they arrived in Emmerich, they were a few days short of 
one-month travel time.

The Latin school had an excellent reputation and Heinrich’s 
older brother, Johannes Reinhart, was already there. While father 
Bullinger could easily afford providing tuition and room and 
board, he had trained young Heinrich in singing. Therefore, Se-
nior paid for everything except Heinrich’s food. Thus, he literally 
was required to “sing for his supper.” Bullinger wrote later in his 
diary that having to beg by means of singing was a very good life 

experience, teaching him empathy for the plight of those who 
truly lived in poverty and convincing him that he did not wish 
to spend the remainder of his life begging. All around, it was an 
excellent “lived experience.” Briefly, Bullinger entertained the idea 
of entering a monastery.

Following his time in Emmerich it was decided that he would 
earn his bachelor’s degree in Cologne, Germany, which, at the 
time, was called “Germany’s Rome.” Such was the influence of the 
Roman Catholics in that large city. The Dominican and Francis-
can orders had monasteries in Cologne. They held opposing views 
on most things. For instance, the Dominicans were adherents to 
the theology of Aquinas and taught that the Christian religion 
was a matter of logic. That was understandable since Aquinas 
was a proponent of the amalgamation of Christian theology and 
the philosophy of Aristotle. The Franciscans, on the other hand, 
followed the teaching of the Scotsman, John Duns Scotus, who 
made the Christian religion a product of the will.

Once again, Heinrich’s brother, Johannes, had preceded him 
to Cologne. It was there that Bullinger demonstrated what a 
precocious student he was. He finished his bachelor’s degree in 
one year. The program usually required three years of study. In 
addition, Bullinger memorized all 9,900 lines of Virgil’s Aeneid 
in a remarkably short amount of time. Even though he was not 
officially enrolled as a theology student, he began to be intrigued 
by theology and began studying the church fathers on his own. 
He also purchased his own Greek New Testament and began 
to study Greek in earnest, all the while working on his Master’s 
degree. Erasmus of Rotterdam, a humanist scholar who had pub-
lished the Greek New Testament was also a professor in Cologne 
at the time. The writings, lectures, and commentaries of Martin 
Luther were “trending” during this time and Cologne was the 
first city in Germany to burn Luther’s books.

Ironically, Erasmus was almost as critical of Rome as Luther 
was, but the former happened to be a personal friend of Pope 
Leo X, who had found Erasmus’s critique of Roman Catholicism 
Praise of Folly amusing. When Leo leaned on Erasmus about 
teaching the “New Theology,” however, Erasmus caved, desiring 
the life of the traveling academician to debates about finer points 
of theology. Nevertheless, ecclesiastical change was occurring 
even in staunchly Cologne.

Bullinger’s Theological Development and Later Life
Bullinger completed his Master’s and returned home to Bremgar-
ten in April of 1522. He was somewhat apprehensive about his 
return, wondering how his father, a Roman Catholic priest, would 
respond to young Bullinger’s new views on theology. He was 
welcomed home with open arms. Within a very short amount 
of time, he received an offer to be the superintendent of a mon-
astery in the Black Forest in Germany. He traveled there for the 
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interview and was appalled by the laziness of the monks, their 
inability to read, write, and understand Latin, and their immoral-
ity. He declined the offer and returned home highly disappointed.

After a short while, January of 1523 to be exact, Bullinger 
received another invitation to interview as schoolmaster and 
educator of a Cistercian monastery in Kappel, which was a mere 
three-hour walk from Bremgarten. This interview proved not 
only to be different, but in a very real sense, it was life-altering for 
Bullinger. The Abbot of the monastery, a man named Wolfgang 
Joner, was on the same page theologically as young Bullinger and 
wanted to see the monastery reformed.

Following the interview, Joner offered Bullinger the position 
on the spot. Bullinger accepted but presented Joner with a litany 
of things he would not do. First, he would not participate in the 
Mass that was held at the school. Second, he refused to participate 
in the monkish chanting that occurred daily. Third, he would be 
excused from all monkish duties. Forth, rather than participate in 
the Roman Catholic activities and requirements of the monastery, 
Bullinger would be given ample time to read the Scripture and 
for prayer. There were many other items that I will discuss in a 
moment, but those were the most important for Bullinger at the 
time. Joner was delighted and Bullinger would spend six very 
productive years in Kappel. How were they productive? Allow 
me to provide some concrete examples.

As in the Black Forest, Bullinger quickly learned that most of 
the monks were severely deficient in Latin. This forced him to 
have to teach them in Swiss-German and in quite simple lan-
guage, since they truly did not comprehend many/most theologi-
cal concepts. In addition, Bullinger wanted to educate the young 
children in Kappel and the surrounding villages, so he introduced 
an early morning catechetical instruction class for them. He added 
Bible studies for the monks and was encouraged by the monks to 
preach to them also in Swiss-German. His preaching became so 
popular that the monks began inviting parishioners from neigh-
boring villages to come and listen to Bullinger’s sermons. All the 
while, Bullinger continued to revise the curricula of the monas-
tery and its theology, but an added advantage was that the laity 
began to hear and to learn things they had never heard before. 
During his time in Kappel, enormous spiritual growth occurred 
at all levels. This small beginning would have a profound impact 
on the Reformation in German speaking Switzerland. In his di-
ary, Bullinger wrote that his six years in Kappel were one of the 
happiest times of his life. But God had more—much more—for 
Bullinger to do for the Kingdom of Christ.

Without a doubt, Kappel was a watershed experience for both 
Bullinger, Joner, who eventually left Roman Catholicism, the 
monks, the young catechism students, as well as the laity from 
the surrounding villages. It was a time of exponential spiritual 
growth for many. Bullinger intentionally and intensely taught 

modern orthodox theology to those willing to listen. Keep in 
mind that Bullinger was a mere eighteen-years-old when he began 
in Kappel. In a very real sense, it was Bullinger and not his good 
friend Zwingli who was the first to teach Reformation theology 
in Switzerland. Zwingli would not begin his theological school 
in Zürich for two more years.

Bullinger’s intention was not to start a new church. What he en-
visioned, along with the rest of the Reformers, was merely to con-
tinue God’s Church by reforming her according to the scriptures. 
Throughout the time of the Reformation the “invisible hand” of 
God was working through a most miraculous providence. 

One example will suffice: In 1522, Huldrych Zwingli penned 
a work that bore the title “The Clarity and Certainty of the Word 
of God.” Zwingli and Bullinger first met in 1523 and they became 
close friends in spite of the age difference. Zwingli delivered it as 
a lecture/sermon to a nunnery in Oetenbach, Switzerland. The 
nunnery had been all but completely closed down and there were 
only about four or five individuals still there. One of them was a 
young woman named Anna Adlischwyler, who was tending her 
aging, eccentric, and elitist mother, Elizabeth. Zwingli’s sermon 
resonated with Anna and she moved into the Reformed camp. 
Anna would eventually become Heinrich’s wife. They met in 
Zürich in the summer of 1527

Following his profitable time in Kappel, young Bullinger took 
the position of pastor in his birthplace of Bremgarten. While 
serving as the pastor there, Bullinger exerted his efforts in fur-
thering the truths of the Reformation. His efforts spilled over 
to the surrounding areas and the Roman Catholics noticed the 
progression of his labors and how so many were embracing the 
Reformed faith and threatened reprisals. Zürich counteracted 
with an embargo on the heavily Roman Catholic “Forest Can-
tons.” That did not work well. On October 12, 1531, the forces 
of the five Roman Catholic cantons declared war and defeated 
Zürich in the Second Battle of Kappel. Not only did Zwingli 
and numerous Reformed pastors die that day, but Bremgarten 
was also in dire straits. Bullinger and another pastor were forced 
to flee to Zürich, leaving Anna, the children, and a housekeeper 
behind. Anna proved to be quite a woman. 

She had the housekeeper feed the occupying troops. While 
they were busy eating, she gathered the children and escaped out 
of the backdoor. When she arrived at the city gate, she found a 
guard and the gate locked. She wrestled the keys from the guard, 
unlocked the gate, and walked the twenty miles to Zürich to be 
reunited with her husband.

Bullinger became the successor of Zwingli at the church known 
as the Grossmünster and served there as the pastor for almost 
forty-five years. He demanded and eventually received full per-
mission from the city council freely to preach from the entirety 
of the scriptures. He continued the School of the Prophets that 
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Zwingli had begun. Both men believed that a “prophet” in the 
New Testament sense of the term was the pastor. As he had done 
in Kappel and Bremgarten, Bullinger aimed as excellence as the 
superintendent (Antistes) in Zürich. As educated and scholarly 
as he was, he refused to make use of his academic title, preferring 
rather to be called “pastor” or “minister of the Word of God.”

He was a prolific writer and the archives in Zürich contain over 
twelve-thousand pieces of correspondence. He wrote a defini-
tive work on the biblical doctrine of the covenant entitled “The 
One and Eternal Covenant or Testament of God” in 1534, two 
years before Calvin even began his reforming work. In addition, 
Bullinger outlived Calvin by eleven years. In 1549, Bullinger and 
Calvin completed a work that was designed to ameliorate the 
controversies among the Reformed regarding the Lord’s Supper, 
called the Consensus Tigurinus, Tigurinus being the Latin word 
for Zürich.

From 1549-1551, Bullinger worked on his magisterial theo-
logical compositions called The Decades. These are available in 
English through Reformation Heritage Books in two volumes. 
As I have researched Bullinger and am currently writing a two-
volume work on his life and theology, I can attest that The Decades 
are as good, if not better, than Calvin’s Institutes.

Bullinger was the sole author of the Second Helvetic Con-
fession, which is an excellent commentary on the Heidelberg 
Catechism. The Second Helvetic Confession was widely used 
throughout Europe and beyond. In fact, every Reformed church 
in Switzerland embraced it, except Basel. Bullinger was also inti-
mately involved with many in the English Reformation and many 
English-speaking students came to him in Zürich for instruction.

Bullinger’s Final Days
Bullinger was a man who knew great joys and heart-rending grief. 
On September 25, 1564, his beloved Anna was called home to 
God. Bullinger had once again contracted the Black Plague and 
Anna was his nurse. She caught it from him and died nine days 
later. In rapid succession numerous family members, his house-
keeper, and his colleagues died in relatively quick succession.

In 1569, Bullinger was struck again with a most severe illness. 
It was so severe that Bullinger wrote many friends that God 
was preparing to take him home. He was wrong—that time. 
By November 1574, Bullinger had been so sick for so long that 
his human frame was reduced to skin and bones and by many 
accounts he was unrecognizable by those who had not seen him 
for a few years. Nevertheless, he continued to preach and even 
advised Theodore Beza during that time. On August 16, 1575, 
following months of excruciating and acute suffering it was clear 
that his earthly race was nearly finished. He called all the minis-
ters, professors, and teachers in Zürich for his last teaching and 
final farewell. On September 17, 1775, he prepared himself for 
the night and passed peacefully in his sleep. He was buried the 
next day, a Sunday, in a grave next to his beloved Anna.

Heinrich Bullinger is truly a “forgotten Reformer,” who should 
not be forgotten. He served God’s Church well and we can read 
his insights and wisdom in those works that have been translated 
into English. It is my heartfelt prayer that the contemporary 
Church will take up those works and learn from one of the great 
theologians of the Reformation.  

Dr. Ron Gleason, Ph.D. 
Bluffton, SC 
(Most recently, Dr. Gleason served as interim pastor of 
Covenant Presbyterian Church of the Lowcountry, OPC, 
Bluffton, SC)
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Introduction

Th is Psalm is one of the many Psalms which points us directly to 
a moment in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. Th e part that 
we will consider is one that looks at His humiliation, which is 
to say it looks at Christ’s suff ering upon the cross. Keep in mind 
Jesus said in Matthew 27:46, with a loud voice, “My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me?” Th erefore, we can call this 
Psalm a Messianic Psalm because it directly points us to a mo-
ment in the life of Christ. In other words, a Christian will read 
this Psalm and see Christ directly.

With all of this said, we have this theme to consider: David 
reveals to us the greatest messianic misery, God forsaking the 
Christ. As we consider this theme, we will consider verse 1, the 
forsaken, and then in verse 2, the cry to be heard.

1. Forsaken Me—v. 1
1.1.A Psalm of David

To the Chief Musician. Set to “The Deer of the 
Dawn.” A Psalm of David.

We must fi rst consider this fact; David wrote these words 

down. Th ere are a couple of things to consider with this fact. 
First, David wrote this as a song, a melody for the worship of God. 
Th e composition was to be given to the chief musician, or to the 
director of music in the church at the time to lead God’s people 
through this wonderfully written Psalm. David even includes 
the tone of the accompaniment the musicians were to play as the 
congregation sang the words of David in worship.

Th e second thing to consider is that David said all these words. 
It is okay to wonder what could have happened to David to say 
the words of this Psalm. At what moment in his life did David feel 
completely abandoned by God? Th e strongest possibility could be 
one of several times in his life- Saul seeking to kill him, maybe the 
time he lost his son because of the sin with Bathsheba, or when 
Absolom led a rebellion, or maybe when he drew up a census 
and God sent His wrath upon Israel because of this sin. Anyone 
of these moments could have led to David saying these words.

Th ese words take on a completely diff erent direction the mo-
ment we understand David is speaking prophetically. Th e New 
Testament and Jesus Christ recognize that this Psalm points to 
His suff ering. Th us, every Christian reading this Psalm will fun-

Meditations
O N  T H E  P S A L M  O F  T H E  C R O S S:

Psalm 22  Meditation 1: verses 1-2 My God, My God
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damentally hear the voice of Jesus Christ upon the Cross crying 
out, My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?

As we walk through this passage, we need to keep David in 
mind as the prophetic voice, as we recognize that his prophetic 
voice is the exact voice of Jesus Christ.

1.2. My Groaning 
Why are You so far from helping Me,And from the 
words of My groaning?

The reality of being forsaken by God is detailed with these 
next two lines in verse 1. The first part deals with God’s apparent 
absence from David or Jesus Christ. To be forsaken is to have 
one’s back turned away from you. As David cries out for help, 
David feels as if God is far from Him, far from helping him. This 
is not saying God is unwilling to help, or unable to help David, 
but David says God is far from helping him.

This is the way God’s patience can feel at times. You stay up 
late praying for that same prayer request; praying for your loved 
one who seems to have left the faith, walking away from Christ, 
praying for that couple you know who are going through material 
struggles, or that couple who are having a hard time conceiving a 
child. How about the husband or wife who just lost their spouse, 
and their grief is still so hard to bear? You pray for grace, mercy, 
and peace but it seems that God is not providing. You pray for 
God to help, but there seems to be no help coming.

Therefore, David says his words; his groanings are far from 
God’s ears. But this can’t be true, can it? God is everywhere pres-
ent. God is all knowing. God cares for His people. The Bible says 
and demonstrates that God hears our prayers, and He promises 
to answer our prayers. So, what does this passage have to say 
about this? We will consider the answer to this struggle in just a 
moment, but first we must consider verse 2 and the cry for God 
to Hear Me.

2. Hear Me—v. 2
3. Unanswered Prayers
2 O My God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not hear;
First, we need to see that David addresses God again and as 
we see that this is a very personal prayer. “My God” makes this 

personal. It is the personal nature of this prayer that makes it 
such a moving Psalm. This is true of verse 1 as it is true of verse 
2. For David, for Christ, and for many reading this mediation,
this is a personal prayer.

In other words, I wonder how many of us could say with David, 
I cry in the daytime. Think about it. How many times have you 
found yourself praying during the daytime for your children, 
for you ailing parents, for the economy, for the weather, for safe 
traveling mercies, and so on? We probably have a list of prayer 
concerns that pop up during the day that we simply find ourselves 
praying to God in the moment.

But then there is the next part of this verse. David says God 
does not hear his prayer. We must understand the agony David 
must be experiencing for him to feel like God does not hear his 
prayers. We need to take a moment and recognize David was 
limited in his understanding of God. This is during a time when 
David would plead to God to not let His Spirit depart from Him. 
Not only does David not have all revelation or the Bible with 
him, but he does not have the Holy Spirit with him in the same 
way we do today. We need to keep in mind that Jesus has not 
shown up and died for David yet. But David did look forward 
to a day of salvation and this is the main message of Psalm 22. 
There was a day coming, which we look back to, when Christ 
would take up David’s prayer on behalf of David and of all His 
people while upon the cross. Christ was despised and rejected 
so that we can have the hope and confidence in knowing God 
will always hear our prayers. Before we can consider this more, 
we need to consider the rest of verse 2.

3.1.  Night Season 
And in the night season, and am not silent.

Not only does David find times in the day for prayer, but at 
this moment in his life, he is having sleepless nights praying to 
God for an answer. This reminds me of Martin Luther during the 
time of the Reformation. He would wake up and say he needed 
to pray because there was so much to do for the day. He would 
spend hours in prayer, and David is saying that he would pray 
all day, and then all night.

God the Father is there to comfort you in His Word. God the Son is 
there to remind you in His saving Grace. And God the Holy Spirit 
is there to sustain you in the grace. Look to God for He is with you.
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David was so burdened with grief and despair that he was 
unable to sleep. This is the dark night of the soul. This is when 
you have your own personal spiritual cloud over your head, and 
no one seems to understand. This is speaking of depression. It is 
true that some people when depressed will just sleep, but there is 
another type of depression which will cause them to isolate and 
simply cry alone. This is what David is describing. He is up all 
night praying and taking his worries and concerns to the Lord. 
In other Psalms, we find descriptions of David crying into his 
pillows.

David is explaining that all day and all night, he is in a season 
of prayer. We need to recognize that there are seasons of prayer. 
There are moments in our lives where we will find ourselves pray-
ing more often than normal. For example, Hannah found herself 
in a season of prayer for a son. Her prayer was so intentional and 
as she poured out of her heart to the Lord words, she could not 
express her desire for a child. Her silent, emotional prayer was 
so strange to Eli the High Priest that he thought she was drunk. 
As she was there praying, crying, and spilling her heart’s desire 
before the Lord in prayer, God heard her prayers and opened her 
womb to conceive a son whose name was Samuel.

I believe many of us can relate to this type of prayer. Whether 
you are praying to get pregnant, praying for a child, for a wayward 
child, for your parents, for your ailing parents, for help while 
you grieve, for help to find work, for help to pay the bills, for the 
economy, for politics, for peace, for answers to conflict and war, 
for our soldiers, for police officers, for natural disasters, wild fires, 
tornados, hurricanes, earthquakes, for those in school finals, or 
so many other things, these could keep us up at night in prayer.

We find moments of great distress and moments of great joy. 
We have seasons of losses and crosses. It is in moments like this 
that we need to imitate Christ who would make His way to an 
isolated place for prayer. But as He got closer to the cross, He was 
not alone in His prayer. Jesus would take along His disciples to 
pray with Him. So, too, in the darkness of our nights should we 
include others in our sorrowful, tear-filled prayers.

Then, there are those moments of celebration. This Psalm will 
have moments of celebration, but for the time being, we are con-
sidering the sorrowful moments.

Conclusion:
As we come to a close of this meditation, we should understand, 
as Jesus spoke these words upon the cross, it is very likely that He 
had this entire Psalm in mind. The darkest night ever experienced 
by man is found with these words, “My God, My God why have 
you forsaken me?”

We need to understand that as Jesus expressed these words in 
the weakest moment of His life, He was uttering these words for 
you and on your behalf. He was saying this because it was true. 
In that very moment, God’s wrath was poured upon Him. In that 
very moment, the wrath we deserved was poured upon Him. A 
hundred percent of God’s wrath was poured upon Jesus the Christ, 
and He cried in a loud voice, this Psalm. Is this not amazing?

And yet, because Christ proclaimed this Psalm, it means that 
while we may have moments of doubt and loneliness, we can 
have this single confidence: God will never abandon us. He has 
no reason to when we are in Christ. In fact, the promise is given, 
I will never leave you nor forsake you. Did you read that carefully 
Christian? God will never leave you nor forsake you.

So, yes while you may have moments where it seems like 
your prayer does not leave the four walls of your bedroom, God 
will never leave you nor forsake you. Even though you may get 
depressed and at times worry about your destination, you can 
still know God will never leave you nor forsake you. Only the 
Christian will turn to God in prayer. And God will hear you 
and answer you.

God will do this because Christ prayed this prayer. Christ was 
forsaken so that we would not be. So, the next time you find your-
self in a season of intense, hardship and prayer, remember God 
will never leave you nor forsake you because you are in Christ. 
Remember when words cannot express your burden, the Spirit 
of God prays on your behalf. Remember when there seems like 
there is no hope, Jesus is there for you, and He will not leave you 
alone. You are not alone. God the Father is there to comfort you 
in His Word. God the Son is there to remind you in His saving 
Grace. And God the Holy Spirit is there to sustain you in the 
grace. Look to God for He is with you. 

J.P. Mosley, Jr. 
Professor of Biblical Studies and Systematic Theology 
Heidelberg Theological Seminary 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota
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1. A GRAPHIC METAPHOR IS MISAPPLIED
Years ago, one of our RCUS ministers overheard a conversation 
in a hospital waiting-room, which featured a man who lashed 
out against his sick friend’s doctor. “He has the bedside man-
ner of a blacksmith,” he observed, disapprovingly. Th e metaphor 
so captured the minister’s imagination that he used it himself 
to describe sounding-brass, tinkling-cymbal Christians with 
blacksmith-like manners. 

But his romance with his newly found word did not last long. 
After a sermon in which he employed this word again, he was cor-
rected by an auditor who pointed out that a qualifi ed blacksmith 
must be able to be compassionate with animals. It seems that the 
son of an elder friend whose very calling was blacksmithing, took 
off ence when he heard the metaphor used critically and disparag-
ingly of his own occupation, chagrined that the minister used it 
so ignorantly (although sincerely). Th e minister was humbled 
and never again compared blacksmiths to cacti.

2. ESCAPING ATOMIC FALLOUT
Mitsuo Fuchida (1902-1976) was the squadron leader of the 
Japanese air raid on Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941. After the 

War, he was converted to Christ after contacting the Reformed 
Baptist minister Timothy Pietsch (pronounced Peach) and other 
Gospel heralds. His salvation story was an amazing testimony not 
only of God’s sovereign grace, but of God’s all-wise providence 
which preserved him for the day of salvation. First, he escaped 
not a few skirmishes with death, most notably an escape made 
possible by the Japanese high command’s decision to pull him 
out of Hiroshima shortly before the dropping of the atomic there 
in August of 1945. Additionally, and perhaps his most dramatic 
escape (especially in Fuchida’s own estimation) was being deliv-
ered from the ravages of radioactivity and certain death when 
commanded to inspect the remains of the razed city. He joined 
an investigative team to scout out the destruction, spending three 
days studying the rubble for clues as to the real (!) reason for the 
complete annihilation of the city. Shortly after the scouting party 
left Hiroshima, everyone seemed to weaken and mysteriously 
die. Yet, Fuchida himself seemed immune to the deadly fallout. 
He estimated of the 70 inspectors, all of them (barring himself ) 
had died. Although later reports indicated that the number was 
actually south of all, Fuchida was convinced  that his escape from 
radioactive poisoning was not just miraculous, but preparatory 
for his future conversion to Christ, which would be triggered by 
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correspondence with Timothy Pietsch, an American missionary.* 
He was spiritually nursed along in 1949 until things culminated 
at a hotel in Osaka in 1950. Th ere in a hotel room, his heart 
was deepened in the things of Christ and told that three things 
must happen after his conversion; fi rst, that he read the Word 
of God every day; second, that he pray every day, and third, that 
he bear public testimony to Christ every day, which, initially, he 
was unwilling to do, but eventually complied with, by preaching 
on a bridge over the Yodogawa River in Osaka via loud speakers:

“I am Mitsuo Fuchida, a former naval captain who command-
ed the air attacking forces against Pearl Harbor...But now I’m 
a Christian, and I want to let you know how I became one. All 
Japanese want peace.... no one less than I who engaged in war as 
a naval offi  cer for almost four years. I know the brutality and the 
cruelties of war better than many people. Now I want to work for 
peace. But how can mankind achieve a lasting peace? True peace 
of heart, mind, and soul come through Jesus Christ.”

*I heard Timothy Pietsch preach in San Jose, California, about
45 years ago on the doctrine of election from Romans 9. It was 
a life-changing sermon. His son, a G.A.R.B minister in Paso 
Robles, California, told me that when his father died, the fam-
ily cremated him and scattered his remains over Mount Fuji, as 
a symbol of his zeal to see all of Japan bow the knee to Christ. 

3. OVERCOMING THE FEAR OF DARKNESS
English Pastor Henry Venn’s (1796-1873) daughter married a 
widower with several young children, one of which Pastor Venn 
segregated (a three-year old) who was morbidly fearful of the 

dark. Instead of employing the promises of Psalm 139 to help 
cure his fear, he chose another method to allay the child’s dread 
and to instill a certain confi dence that there are no grounds to 
be terrorized by the night. A correspondent to the Anglican J.C. 
Ryle reports what happened:

“Th e fi rst thing he found out was that the poor child was afraid 
of the dark. Th at very evening he took him by the hand led him 
to his study, where the shutters were already closed, and seating 
him on his knee, with his arm close around him, he told the timid 
boy so wonderful a story out of God’s book as to make the child 
forget all beside. Th is he repeated day by day, until the evening 
story same to be anxiously expected. ‘You will sit by my side today, 
John, and hold my hands, while you hear a new Bible study...and 
tomorrow you will like to sit by me without holding my hands, 
will you not?” Th is point once gained, a seat at a little distance 
was chosen, still in the dark; then one opposite; then one at the 
farthest end of the study; till, before winter closed, my father had 
entirely forgotten his fears of the dark, nor did they at any period 
of his life ever recur to him.”  

4. CHOOSING YOUR PELAGIAN POISON
A wise saying attributed to Charles Hodge is that “I don’t so 
much fear the Ghost of Pelagius, as the Ghost of semi-Pelagius.” 
Th e background of the saying has its roots in Medieval Roman 
Catholicism, which sabotaged the doctrine of justifi cation by faith 
alone, so that “to the one who does what is in himself God does not 
deny grace,” which is “a variant of God’s helping those who help 
themselves.”)* Hodge’s fear was created by a wily Pelagianism 
which wears many masks, not the least being that all “Dorothy 
has to do is shut her eyes and click her red shoes and she will 
empower herself to return to Kansas.” According to this scheme, 
salvation is a joint-project, an amalgamation of free grace plus the 
energy of man’s autonomous will.

Hodge believed that the “Ghost of semi-Pelagius” is far more 
permeating in today’s church than the raw humanism of Pelagius 
in the 4th Century, who bragged that not a trickle of prevenient 
grace was required for a man to choose Christ. Like Satan in the 
Garden, who chose to seduce Adam and Eve incrementally and 
progressively, his true colors became explicit only after he fi nally 
countermanded God, “Ye shall not surely die.” Th us, to affi  rm that 
salvation is “mostly” of grace is to deny grace for there can be no 
truck between the sovereign grace of God and the self-will of a 
sinner who is dead in sin. Th e Reformed discovered this when 
they battled many ghosts of semi-Pelagius at the Synod of Dort.

*I’m indebted to Dr. Richard Gaffi  n for this short anecdote,
which is found in his In the Fullness of Time. 

Mitsuo Fuchida, at Pearl Harbor in 1966, points to where he led
Japanese planes through the mountains of Oahu Island on Dec. 7, 1941.
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5. SHILLS INSTEAD OF THE
TREES OF THE LORD.
Shortly after his conversion to Jesus Christ, Mitsuo Fuchida (see 
anecdote #2) attended a meeting in Japan that was sponsored 
by General Douglas MacArthur which purpose was to spread 
the Christian Faith in Occupied Japan via the Pocket Testament 
League. Fuchida’s errand was to serve as a projectionist and show 
films that would exalt the Gospel and move the Japanese audi-
ences to humble themselves and close with Christ. The theater 
where this was done was occupied by 250 police cadets, and the 
“conversions” required no more than a token show of hands, in-
spired by a police chief, who prepped the audience beforehand, 
urging: “Yesterday when the missionary asked for a show of 
hands, no cadet responded. This missionary came to Japan at 
MacArthur’s invitation. He must be sent back satisfied in order 
to promote good relations with US and to please MacArthur. So 
today, all of you raise your hands.”

So, when the day came for Glen Wagner of the Pocket Testa-
ment League to preach, every hand was raised. Fuchida (who was 
accidentally privy to the Police Chief ’s stern warnings) noted that 
Wagner was elated by the universal response and wrote up a “big 
report on the success of revivalism in Japan.” Fuchida strangled 
his laugh and never had the heart to tell Wagner that it was the 
chief of police, and not God the Holy Spirit, who was the true 
author of the mass conversion.

(Fuchida had assumed the job of projectionist and came early 
to set up the screening. That’s when he overheard the Police Chief 
command the cadets.) 

6. THE JUDGE WHO SPOKE SUCCINCTLY.
In his autobiography, A Reporter’s Life, the late CBS anchor-
man Walter Cronkite reports his observations at the Nuremberg 
War Trials of Nazis after World War II, and his brush with 
United States Prosecutor Robert H. Jackson, who spearheaded 
the Ally onslaught to punish Nazi war criminals. Jackson was 
a man famous for succinctness of speech, the polar opposite of 
an insufferable garrulity. To illustrate: in an altogether different 
case under different circumstances Jackson was once implored 
by a begging prisoner, “As God is my judge!” True to form and 
personality, Jackson was economic:  “He isn’t, I am, you’re not.”

7. A BIBLCAL ANECDOTE: THE PINKIE
AND THE LOIN.
There are a handful of Biblical anecdotes, besides the most famous 
about Solomon’s adjudication of the Case of the Two Prostitutes. 
For example, In First Kings 12:10, God gives us a record of Israel’s 
demise after King Solomon’s death. Two rivals ( Jeroboam and 
Rehoboam) competed for the crown, with Rehoboam success-
fully upstaging the son of Nebat. Still, even though Rehoboam 
ascended to the throne, he was urged to be less rigorous and 
demanding than Solomon, pleading, “Thy father made our yoke 
heavy so make our yoke lighter.” At first Rehoboam wisely sued 
the wisdom of the elders before he consulted the young “turks” 
with whom he grew up. Their counsel proved to be pompous, 
pugilistic, and oppressive, even using the size of their pinkies to 
illustrate what Israel’s future government would be and should 
be. Citing the paraphrased Message Bible:

“These people who complain, ‘Your father was too hard on us; 
lighten up’–well, tell them this: ‘My little finger is thicker than 
my father’s waist. If you think life under my father was hard, you 
haven’t seen the half of it. My father thrashed you with whips; 
I’ll beat you bloody with chains!” (1 Kings 12:10) * 

*The point of the analogy is not that one’s pinkie is weaker than 
one’s loin, only thinner, as scientific studies of pinkies reveal that 
a strong pinkie can increase the strength of the closing of one’s 
hand as much as 30-37%. 

8. EULOGIES ARE OFTEN INSINCERE
The RCUS often discourages eulogies, especially at funerals and 
gravesides. The reasoning for this is not always clear:  but first 
and foremost must be that the glory of the deceased must not 

United States Prosecutor Robert H. Jackson



upstage the glory of Christ, Who is the Christian’s “all in all.”  
Men like Martin Luther and John Calvin loathed the idea of 
sycophants using their surnames to found a movement or church 
or denomination. At best, a Christian is nothing more than a 
wretched sinner saved by God’s sovereign grace. And, added to 
this, there is a great deal of insincerity that gushes at funerals, as if 
death is a sacrament that automatically transforms a hellion into 
a snow-white believer. Accordingly, the eulogist checks himself 
from saying anything non-complimentary about the deceased, 
even if the deceased was more a rat than a saint. A vivid example 
concerns the eulogy by the French skeptic Voltaire of a certain 
nobleman; Voltaire gushed:  “He was a great patriot, a humani-
tarian, a loyal friend–provided, of course, that he really is dead.” 

9. VOLTAIRE’S PROPHECY
Voltaire’s theology was, of course, very much skewed. He was a 
committed Deist who received Christ only as a great teacher and 
reformer. His deism led him to deny the existence of miracles, 
not the least of which was Christ’s resurrection. And, he believed 
(hoped?!) that Christianity would one day become extinct and the 
Bible deemed no more than a relic. But subsequent history proved 
that Voltaire was anything but a true prophet. Why? Years after 
his death Christians actually purchased his house and property 
(including his printing press) to print, publish, and sell Bibles! 
* Thus Voltaire’s prediction that we are “living in the twilight of
Christianity” proved to be one of many humiliating errors that
discredited his credibility and proved he was a liar. 

*Voltaire’s printing press may also have been used in Genoa
to print the Scriptures. 

10. VOLTAIRE’S CHURCH.
Voltaire (1694-1778) built a model village close to Geneva, Swit-
zerland for the villagers. Over the door of his church stood this 
inscription: “DEO EREXIT VOLTAIRE” (translation: “Erected 
by Voltaire to God”). Hyper-critical of the Christian Faith, and 
serving a god created in his own image, Voltaire bragged that 
it was the only church in Europe that was built to glorify God! 
The reason is no doubt that Voltaire’s god was created in his own 
image, thus the god glorified in the church was Voltaire himself. 

11. COMMUNIST ESCHATOLOGY
Walter Ulbricht (1893-1973) was an East German Communist 
leader who incessantly extolled the glories of Communism. He 

promised the people: “The millennium is on the horizon.”
“That was a beautiful speech,” an aide opined, “But is the mil-

lennium truly on the horizon?”
“Of course,” defended Ulbricht. “Don’t you know the diction-

ary defines ‘horizon’ as ‘an imaginary line which recedes as you 
approach it?” 

12. REMEMBERNG THE
ALLELUIA VICTORY
Great victories in Church history are often attributed to the mili-
tant prayers of God’s people. And the same may be said of the 
songs and victory shouts of Zion, too. For example, the Britons 
in 420 achieved a decisive victory over the Picts and Saxons by 
shouting Alleluia before a pending battle. Here’s what happened: 
the Britons were unarmed, but having Germanus and Lupus 
as their leaders when the Picts rushed toward them, these two 
commanders  (much like Gideon in the book of Judges), ordered 
the whole army to shout Alleluia three times, the sound of which 
spooked the Picts so thoroughly that they fled in confusion, leav-
ing the Britons as the masters of the field. To commemorate the 
victory, a stone monument may have been erected to perpetuate 
the remembrance of what came to be known as the Halleluiah 
Victory, which was near Mold in Wales).  

13. COWPER’S FUTILE SUICIDE ATTEMPT
The Church’s great hymnist, William Cowper (1731-1800), who 
at times was mentally challenged, on one dismal night contem-
plated ending his life by leaping into the Thames. To achieve this 
purpose, he hired a driver of a hackney coach, and ordered him 
to drive him to Blackfriar’s Bridge. But the man in turn drove all 
over London, unable to locate the crossing. As the driver was fa-
miliar with the nooks and crannies of London, it was inexplicable 
why he could not find the bridge that seemed to be more of an 
apparition than reality.  Finally, worn out and fatigued, Cowper 
said, “O! You’ve driven me far enough, drive me home again.” 
After arriving home, and filled with inspiration, he retreated to 
his room where he penned a hymn containing some of the most 
sublime hymnody in Church History:

“God works in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform, he 
plants His footsteps in the sea, and rides upon the storm.”  

Rev. Jim West 
Sacramento, CA



During a Family Bible Study held at our church, a ques-
tion was asked regarding the activities of Satan and his 

demons: “why does God let that happen?” The context of the 
question was in regards to our study through Revelation 12:7-
17. In that passage, we see a war in heaven between Satan and
his demons and Michael and his angels. Michael prevails, and
Satan is cast down to earth where he promptly begins to per-
secute the Woman (the people of God) and her offspring. The
question, a fair one, was asked, “Why does God allow that to
happen?

This goes to the greater question of theodicy, or the so-called 
“problem of evil.” The problem of evil is one of the atheists favorite 
arguments to use against Christians because, in their mind, it’s their 
“slam dunk” argument. The argument goes something like this: If 
God is both all-good and all-powerful, why does evil exist? Either 
God is all-good and wants to destroy evil, but He can’t, thus He’s 
not all-powerful, OR He’s all-powerful and doesn’t want to destroy 
evil, thus He’s not all-good. Either way, this argument (so say the 
atheists) disproves the God of the Bible. Or does it???

The flaw in this argument can be summed up as a “false dilemma.” 
In other words, it reduces the problem of evil to a binary problem, 
an either/or. It fails to consider the possibility that God can be 
BOTH all-good AND all-powerful and still have a good purpose 
for allowing evil to exist. In other words, there is a third option.

First, we need to define “evil.” It does us no good to discuss 

this topic without first defining what it is we’re discussing. Let 
me begin by distinguishing between moral evil and physical evil. 
Moral evil are those things that go against some prescribed set 
of moral values. For example, things like murder, stealing, lying, 
cheating, etc. Physical evil are those things that we consider bad, 
but not in a moral sense. For example, an earthquake that kills 
thousands is bad, it’s an evil, but not a moral evil because there 
was no agent acting with evil intent. You might be thinking, isn’t 
God in control of natural disasters? Yes, He is, and we’ll consider 
that as we go along. For the moment, we’re going to limit our 
discussion to moral evil.

Second, we need to understand that moral evil is not a positive 
thing. By that I mean, moral evil has no substance, rather it is 
the lack or privation or a moral good. In other words, you cannot 
speak of evil without also referring to the corresponding good. 
Murder is evil, because preserving life is good. Stealing is evil 
because respecting the property rights of others is good. Just as 
cold is a lack of heat and darkness is a lack of light, so too evil is 
a lack of a corresponding good.

Okay, with that out of the way, why then would God, who is 
both all-good and all-powerful, allow and tolerate evil? Going 
back to what was said earlier, we need to look at God’s purpose 
in creation and subsequently allowing evil to invade His other-
wise good creation. At the outset, we need to understand that 
we are delving into the things of God, and as such, we need to 
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recognize our limitations as finite creatures to come to a full 
understanding of these things. We need to be okay with mystery. 
While this answer may not satisfy the hard-core atheist, we need 
to understand that unbelief is first and foremost a matter of the 
heart, not the head.

To answer this question, we need to look at the doctrine of 
God’s providence. In historic reformed theology, providence is one 
of two ways (along with creation) in which God carries out His 
decree (i.e., His sovereign will). God ordains all things that come 
to pass, and He carries out that plan through creation (bringing 
things into existence which previously didn’t exist) and provi-
dence. Providence can be defined as follows: 

The almighty, everywhere-present power of God, whereby, as 
it were by His hand, He still upholds heaven and earth with all 
creatures, and so governs them that herbs and grass, rain and 
drought, fruitful and barren years, may and drink, health and 
sickness, riches and poverty, indeed, all things come not by chance, 
but by His fatherly hand. (Heidelberg Catechism, LD10, Q27)

The Belgic Confession of Faith, in article 13, delves a little 
deeper into the doctrine of providence when it says (in part):

For His power and goodness are so great and incomprehensible 
that He orders and executes His work in the most excellent and 
just manner, even then when devils and wicked men act unjustly. 
And as to what He does surpassing human understanding, we will 
not curiously inquire into farther than our capacity will admit of; 
but with the greatest humility and reverence adore the righteous 
judgments of God, which are hid from us, contenting ourselves 
that we are pupils of Christ, to learn only those things which He 
has revealed to us in His Word, without transgressing these limits. 

Finally, in Heidelberg Catechism, LD10 Q28, we see the “profit” 
and comfort afforded to us by God’s providential care of all things:

That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and 
for what is future have good confidence in our faithful God and 
Father, that no creature shall separate us from His love, since all 
creatures are so in His hand, that without His will they cannot 
so much as move. 

With an exceptional economy of words, our confessional stan-
dards detail how God’s providence includes not only the original 
fall (by which Adam plunged the whole human race into a state 
of sin and misery and introduced sin into the creation), but also 
the actual sins of men and angels. God’s providence governs all 
our actions, even our sin. Furthermore, providence isn’t just a 

“bare permission.” In other words, God doesn’t just leave us to 
our own devices, but our sin is governed, ordered, and limited by 
God’s most wise and holy providence. Yet God does so in such 
a way that we, and we alone, are responsible for our sin. God is 
neither the author of sin, nor does He approve of our sin. Yet 
He governs, orders, and limits our sin for “His own holy ends.” 

The classic Biblical example of this is found in the story of 
Joseph in Genesis 37-50. We all know the story well how Joseph’s 
brothers conspired to have him killed, but instead decided to sell 
him into slavery in Egypt. How Joseph was falsely accused by 
Potiphar’s wife of rape, and how Joseph was left to languish in 
Pharaoh’s prison for years after interpreting the dreams of Pha-
raoh’s servants. At the end of the ordeal, Joseph tells his brothers, 
“But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it 
for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many 
people alive” (Genesis 50:20). The brothers intended evil to hap-
pen, and what happened was evil. But God governed, ordered, and 
limited the brother’s evil actions for His own holy ends. This is 
no more beautifully displayed than in the gospel itself. The most 
heinously evil act in the history of the world, the unjust execution 
of the very Son of God, was allowed and used by God to bring 
about the greatest good the world has ever seen, salvation and 
eternal life for all who believe.

Now I’m going to add my own reflections on this issue, so 
take them with a grain of salt. The Bible makes it quite clear that 
the road to glory goes through suffering, the path to exaltation 
goes through humiliation. We will praise God more after going 
through, what Paul calls, our “light affliction, which is but for 
a moment,” than we would without having gone through that. 
Paul says in Romans 8:18, “For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.” If we don’t go through suffering in 
this age, I believe we will not fully appreciate the glories of the age 
to come. But having passed through the cruciform life (suffering 
then glory, humiliation then exaltation) will not only make us 
appreciate the glories of the age to come more fully, but will also 
redound even more to the praise of God and His glory — which 
is the ultimate purpose of all things. 

Rev. Carl F. Gobelman 
Pastor of Emmanuel Reformed Church 
Sutton, NE

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy 
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.” 

ROMANS 8:18
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TThe mission field in Lahore, Pakistan, an ancient but 
very large city that is 95% Muslim began fifty years ago 

when Westminster Biblical Missions was created to sup-
port the fledgling work of Rev Sardar Ahmed Din and the 
Bible Believing Lahore Church Council Lahore (BBLCCL). 
Together that work has grown to include nearly fifty con-
gregations in Lahore, Faisalabad and Islamabad with forty 
pastors serving those churches. The essential pastors for these 
churches receive their training at the nearby Presbyterian 
Theological Seminary of Pakistan in Lahore. Presently, there 
are 4-5 students preparing for the ministry, a small but des-
perately needed group of men. In order to teach the many 
illiterate in the region to read and write, WBM has helped to 
set up 35 literacy centers for the adults. To provide a Chris-
tian education to the poor children, they built five Calvin 
Academies, which have a combined enrollment of nearly 
2,260 students, to teach the Scriptures and each child how 
to read the Bible in the Urdu language. Many of the families 
in Pakistan live in great poverty. A sewing program has made 
it possible for young girls to learn the skills of a seamstress 
to assist with the families’ financial needs. The Lord has also 
blessed the very poor people who do not have the money a 
means to care for their health needs by providing two medi-
cal clinics each with a doctor, nurse and pharmacist. God 

is amazingly and visibly growing His Church in Pakistan 
through Westminster Biblical Missions and BBLCCL in 
spite of its opposition to Christianity such that the gospel 
can still be proclaimed and demonstrated by the value given 
to every image bearer of God and the compassion shown by 
caring for their needs.

Please pray for each of these Pakistani brothers and sisters in 
Christ, that He would build them up and encourage them as 
they worship and seek to serve Him in country that continues 
to persecute Christians. Pray for the children they minister to, 
that God would cause the seeds they sow to blossom in faith 
and that His Church in Pakistan would continue to grow. Pray 
also for Rev Jonathan Merica and Rev Howard Sloan as they 
are finally able to travel to Lahore the end of October after long 
being hindered by Covid and then civil unrest in the area. Their 
greatly anticipated visit to the churches in Lahore will com-
mence with seven days of Bible conferences under the theme 
of “Grounds for Assurance” and will culminate with the joyous 
celebration of 50 years of WBM and the BBLCCL’s work in 
Lahore, the retirement ceremony of God’s faithful servant Rev 
Sardar Ahmed Din and the appointment of Rev Emmanuel 
Gill and Rev Nasir Din to new responsibilities. Praise God 
and glorify Him for all He has done in blessing the work being 
done to build His Church in Lahore, Pakistan. 

OUR WORLD MISSION
News on our RCUS Foreign Missions

Westminster Biblical Missions: Lahore, Pakistan

If you would desire to support the work of WBM in Lahore, Pakistan or contribute to help cover the costs of Rev Merica and Sloan’s visit to 
Pakistan (travel, tents, food, transportation), please go to their website WBM Inc - Donate where you can choose to donate to the work in a 
particular field or to one of their mercy projects. 

22  | Reformed Herald  78 / 06



Bentley Vander Vorst was baptized 
August 21st.

Hudson Kocher was baptized  
September 18th.

Kimberly Starkey made a profession 
of faith and her three children Rhys, 
Noah, and Zoe were baptized  
August 28th. 

N E W S  F R O M  H E R R E I D

In August and September, the Lord blessed First Reformed Church (Herreid) with one profession of faith and five baptisms!  
wWe praise God for growing His church and blessing us with a multitude of covenant children.

The funds we have sent to the Congo for the sewing center has resulted in this building. It is not quite finished yet, but they have 
students coming into it and will be moving in the tables and sewing machines. They are in need of more tables and additional 
sewing machines because the program is to popular as can be seen by the number of young ladies in attendance.

It is my hope that we can come up with something like this to teach young men usable trades to make a living.

Jerry DeYoung

S E W I N G  C E N T E R

M A N I T O W O C 

Baptism of Avdalyn Jacey Shillcox, with her parents 
Austin and Kayla, and big brother Everett. 10/23/22
Salem-Ebenezer RCUS, Manitowoc, WI

CHURCH NEWS
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Blessed is the Lord God of Israel,

For He has visited and redeemed His people,

And has raised up a horn of salvation for us

In the house of His servant David,

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,

Who have been since the world began,

That we should be saved from our enemies

And from the hand of all who hate us,

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers

And to remember His holy covenant,

The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:

To grant us that we,

Being delivered from the hand of our enemies,

Might serve Him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before Him 
all the days of our life.

Luke 1:68-75, NKJV


