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Pollema, Rev. Vernon 	  (805) 746-0211
235 James St, Shafter, CA 93263

Potter, Rev. Ron 	  (717) 785-4012
47 S. Church St., Carbondale, PA 18407
reform@postoffice.ptd.net

Powell, Jr., Rev. C W 	  (719) 590-1477
6050 Del Paz Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80918
budpow@prodigy.com

Riedesel, Rev. Maurice 	  (717) 786-1138
625 Robert Fulton Hwy S-309, Quarryville, PA 17566

Riffert, Rev. Neale 	  (414) 726-4464
7411 Center Road, Manitowoc, WI 54220
NealeR1060@aol.com

Roe, Rev. Dennis 	  (916) 272-6693
17355 Alexandra Way, Grass Valley, CA 95949
mathatas@nccn.net

Saavalainen, Rev. Jani 	  (301) 805-9564
14846 London Lane, Bowie, MD 20715
JariFinn@aol.com

Sander, Rev. Robert 	  (408) 358-1092
2348 Venn Ave., San Jose, CA 95124

Savage, Rev. Dorman 	  (605) 399-1716
5626 N. Haines Ave., Rapid City, SD 57701
76573.3645@compuserve.com
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Sawtelle, Rev. Gene 	  (916) 671-7579
9882 Garden Highway, Yuba City, CA 95991

Sawtelle, Rev. Jim 	  (605) 339-3887
3309 E 31st Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103

Schlei, Rev. Steven 	  (303) 667-1636
1727 10th St SW, Loveland, CO 80537

Stark, Rev. David 	  (916) 365-9036
6620 Churn Creek Rd., Redding, CA 96002
dtstark@snowcrest.net

Treick, Rev. Paul 	  (209) 526-0637
1515 Carlton Ave, Modesto, CA 95350
TriWheeler@aol.com

Van Stedum, Rev. Herman 	 (605) 284-2396
PO Box 276, Eureka, SD 57437

Vance, Rev. Don 	  (605) 387-2816
PO Box 387, Menno, SD 57045

Walker, Rev. Frank 	  (805) 827-9885
5601 Spring Blossom St., Bakersfield, CA 93313-6025
rcuswalk@bak2.1ightspeed.net
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5216 Locust Ave, Carmichael, CA 95608

Work, Rev. Steven 	  (913) 754-3406
PO Box 280, Quinter, KS 67752-0280
stwork@aol.com

Elder Delegates

Arendt, Mr. John (Carbondale) 	  (717) 282-3879
30 Darte Ave, Carbondale, PA 18407
jsoapy@postoffice.ptd.net

Boyne, Mr. Robert (Loveland) 	  (970) 669-7394
405 W. 45th, Loveland, CO 80538

Dewald, Mr. Leroy (Aberdeen) 	  (605) 229-5953
917 S. 16th Street, Aberdeen, SD 57401

Fellersen, Mr. Chris (Sacramento) 	  (916) 423-1741
8675 Sleepy Hollow Lane, Elk Grove, CA 95624
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Fisher, Mr. Mark (Kansas City) 	  (816) 790-3615
19380 Hwy B, Edgerton, MO 64444
mfishrgood@aol.com

Goeke, Mr. Leslie (Manitowoc) 	  (414) 684-0764
1715 S 35th St., Manitowoc, WI 54220

Greiman, Mr. Clayton (Treasurer, Garner) 	  (515) 923-2950
2115 Hwy 69, Garner, IA 50438-9506

Griess, Mr. Ted (Sutton Hope) 	  (402) 773-4806
205 E. Maple, Sutton, NE 68979

Henson, Mr. Charles (Sioux Falls) 	  (605) 582-6350
309 3rd Avenue, Brandon, SD 57005
charlie_henson@msn.com

Hieb, Mr. Harry (Mitchell) 	  (605) 996-6962
301 S. Montana, Mitchell, SD 57301

Honeck, Mr. John (Napoleon) 	  (419) 256-7870
9-516 Rd. L, Malinta, OH 43535

Huber, Mr. James (Ashley) 	  (701) 288-3233
PO Box 217, Ashley, ND 58413

Johnson, Mr. Jess (Lincoln) 	  (402) 464-0776
7030 Colby St., Lincoln, NE 68505

Krein, Mr. Dean (Eureka) 	  (605) 284-2352
Box 886, Eureka, SD 57437

Kroells, Mr. Lowell (Hamburg) 	  (612) 467-3823
Rt. 1, Box 177, Green Isle, MN 55338

Lopez, Mr. Rick (Willows) 	  (916) 934-2409
PO Box 1304, Willows, CA 95988

Maser, Mr. David (Sutton Emmanuel) 	  (402) 773-5343
PO Box 312, Sutton, NE 68979

McClay, Mr. Jean (Colorado Springs) 	  (719) 574-3225
1254 Atoka Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80915-2903

McPherson, Mr. David (Rapid City) 	  (605) 347-5058
1303 Evergreen, Sturgis, SD 57785

Mehlhaf, Mr. Allen (Menno) 	  (605) 387-5682
RR 1, Box 25, Menno, SD 57045
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Mehlhaff, Mr. Norman (Hosmer) 	  (605) 283-2335
RR 1, Box 68, Hosmer, SD 57448

Meidinger, Mr. Floyd (Leola) 	  (605) 439-3388
PO Box 290, Leola, SD 57456

Mettler, Mr. Reuben (Upham) 	  (701) 768-2623
Box 82, Upham, ND 58789

Newman, Mr. Michael (Rock Springs) 	  (307) 382-8320
478 Douglas Dr., Rock Springs, WY 82901

Ochsner, Mr. Cornell (Odessa) 	  (605) 437-2735
RR 1, Box 32, Herreid, SD 57632

Olivier, Mr. Marvin (Pierre) 	  (605) 224-7027
214 W. Fah, Pierre, SD 57501

Peery, Mr. Michael (Anderson) 	  (916) 365-7464
2258 Mill St., Anderson, CA 96007
peerys@aol.com

Rau, Mr. Alwin (Denhoff) 	  (701) 626-7312
HCR 1, Box 37, Kief, ND 58747

Savage, Mr. John (Blue Cliff) 	  (719) 446-5461
19600 County Rd. E, Ordway, CO 81063
jsavage@iquana.ruralnet.net

Spitzer, Mr. Ryan (Shafter) 	  (805) 871-6388
2620 Silver Dr., Bakersfield, CA 93306

Stelpstra, Mr. David (Modesto) 	  (209) 599-3925
20152 N. Ripon Rd., Ripon, CA 95366

Stricker, Mr. Werner (Yuba City) 	  (916) 673-5058
1160 Cecily Ct., Yuba City, CA 95991

Stuebbe, Mr. Jon (Bakersfield) 	  (805) 326-1844
729 Oleander Ave., Bakersfield, CA 93304

Wood, Mr. E. Zane (Lancaster) 	  (805) 949-7771
43850 N. 20th St. E Space 200, Lancaster, CA 93535
ernie@hdhbbs.com

Zoetewey, Mr. Dean (Lodi) 	  (209) 369-9485
13779 Wells Lane, Lodi, CA 95240
Zoetewey.Dean@smal.mcclellan.af.mil
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Licentiates

David, Rev. Samuel 	  (717) 822-1203
28 Trenton Ct., Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702

Davis, Mr. Robert C. (Supply: Odessa) 	  (605) 437-2739
RR 1, Box 314, Artas, SD 57437-8801

Porras, Mr. Jose Oscar 	  (210) 580-4525
809 Perkins Ave., Mission, TX 78572

Richert, Mr. Steven 	  (805) 927-0577
PO Box 3611, Paso Robles, CA 93447

Students Under Care

DeBoer, Mr. Jeff 	  (507) 962-3236
305 Central Ave., Box 571, Hills, MN 56138

Mancilas, Mr. Gary 	  (805) 872-8142
4601 Columbus #A, Bakersfield, CA 93306
arld<@lightspeed.net

Mayville, Mr. Thomas     (708) 895-6801
3626 Ridge Rd., Lansing, IL 60438

Sawtelle, Mr. John 	  (916) 487-8224
1340 Difani Ct., Sacramento, CA 95864
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The 250th Synod
of the

Reformed Church in the United States

He that abieetb in the boctrine of Christ, he hath both the
Father and the Son — John  9.

I. Services

The Reformed Church in the United States convened its 250th session of Synod at
the Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD, on Monday, 20 May 1996, at 7:30 PM. Rev.
Paul Treick presided over a service of worship, and Rev. Robert Grossmann preached
a sermon on 2 Chronicles 34:29-32, titled A Biblically Reformed Church.

The congregation of the Eureka Reformed Church hosted another worship service
on Wednesday evening, 22 May 1996. Rev. Chester Ploeger presided; during the service
he expressed the appreciation of Synod to the congregation for hosting this year's meet-
ing. Rev. Vernon Pollema, the current President of Synod, addressed the congregation,
reminding those present of the Lord's enduring mercies and our responsibility to raise our
Ebenezer in tribute to his grace. Rev. Norman Hoeflinger, the longest-serving RCUS
pastor, brought a message from Hebrews 13:8, titled The RCUS — Church of Jesus
Christ.

Scriptural devotions were conducted daily. Rev. Robert Sander led devotions on
Tuesday, Rev. Norman Jones on Wednesday, and Rev. Howard Hart on Thursday.

II.Organization

The President, Rev. Vernon Pollema, called the 250th session of Synod to order at
8:57 PM on Monday, 20 May 1996.

II.A. Roll Call
The Stated Clerk, Rev. Steven Work, called the roll, which showed 32 ministers and

30 elders present, a quorum. The roll was also called at the beginning of each business
day.

II.B. Defining the Bar of the House
The President defined the bar of the house as the first eleven pews on each side of

the church aisle.

II.C. Appointment of Tellers
The President appointed Rev. Dale Clark and Elders Rick Lopez and Jon Stuebbe
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as tellers.

II.D. Election of Officers
President: 	 Rev. Vernon Pollema
Vice President: 	 Elder Jon Stuebbe
Stated Clerk: 	 Rev. Frank Walker
Treasurer: 	 Elder Clayton Greiman

II.E. Appointment of Reformed Herald Reporter
The President appointed Rev. David Dawn as the reporter for the Reformed

Herald.

II.E Reading of the Standing Rules
The Stated Clerk read the Standing Rules.

III.Adoption of Agenda, Order of Day, and Special Orders

The Agenda, Order of the Day, and Special Orders were adopted as amended.

IV.Welcome of Delegates and Visitors

The President welcomed fraternal delegates, representatives of institutions, elders,
and visitors as they arrived. Fraternal delegates and elders of the RCUS were seated in
the bar of the house and given the privilege of the floor.

FRATERNAL DELEGATES: Rev. Jack Peterson (Orthodox Presbyterian Church)
and Dr. E. Raymond Hemphill (Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America).

REPRESENTATIVES: Rev. Dave Shank (Federation of Reformed Churches and
the Christian Observer), Dr. John Hu1st (Dordt College and the Christian Reformed
Church), Mr. Lyle Gritters (Dordt College), Mr. Marlowe Van Ginkel (Hope Haven), Mr.
Keith Vander Pol (Westminster Theological Seminary in California), Rev. Cornelius Van
Spronson (Canadian Reformed Churches) and Rev. Floyd Haan (Presbyterian Church
in America).

VISITORS: Messrs. Oscar Porras, George Horner and Robert Davis (licentiates of
the South Cent-al Classis); Mr. Tom Mayville (student of the Western Classis); Mr. Kenton
Hoxie (member of the Deaf Reformed Church and soon-to-be-ordained elder); and Rev.
Keith Hutmaker (pastor the Assemblies of God who is currently working with the
Menominee tribe of Wisconsin).

V. Reception of New Ministers

The President welcomed Rev. Jan i Saavalainen, pastor of the Deaf Reformed
Church of Bowie, MD.

VI. Reception of New Churches
The President welcomed the Deaf Reformed Church of Bowie, MD, which was

placed on the roll of Covenant East Classis at its eleventh annual meeting.
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VII.Announcement of Standing Committees

The President announced the appointment of Standing Committees for the 250th.
session of Synod.

VIII.Permanent Committee Reports

VIII.A. Board of Trustees
[Adopted]

The Board of Trustees continues as a Permanent Committee of the Synod of the
Reformed Church in the United States in order to satisfy the requirements of its
incorporation in the state of North Dakota. The Board holds no property, has no funds,
conducted no business, and held no meetings during the previous Synodical year.

J. Stuebbe, H. Van Stedum, D. Clark, W. Schnabel

VIII.B. Christian Education
[Referred to Standing Education and Student Aid]

The Chairman of the Christian Education Committee presents the following report,
having conferred with the other members of the committee by phone.

There was one action with two parts referred to the Christian Education Committee
this past year. Recommendation 2 from the report on the Committee to Confer with
Dordt College (1995 Abstract, page 73) reads:

That Synod establish a voluntarily supported scholarship fund to be
distributed annually beginning in August, 1996, and that it be equally divided
among full-time RCUS students attending Christian colleges approved by the
Synod, and that the Christian Education Committee prepare a guideline for
scholarship distribution to be presented to the 250th annual session of Synod
for consideration.

Recommendation 3 of that report was referred to this committee and reads:

That a beginning list of approved colleges include Dordt College, Covenant
College in Lookout Mountain, GA, and Northwestern College in Orange City,
IA.

It was the conclusion of the chairman that our task was, first, to recommend how
students would be selected to receive the monies contributed to the fund over the course
of the year. Second, we were to develop a criteria by which the Synod could evaluate
Christian colleges to be listed as approved by the Synod.

In discussions with a number of the members of Synod concerning this subject as
a whole there was a universal concern expressed that, though they were sympathetic to
the high cost of college and the burden it is placing on our students, this was not
something that the Synod ought to do. The reasons varied from a fear of creating a new
bureaucracy, to the inability to actually approve a college, to pointing out that if there has
been a lack of success in funding the Ministerial Relief Fund, why do we want to venture
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into a new area. Several individuals had expressed a concern that a mechanism be in
place for our members to "contribute tax free dollars" for students to go to school. It was
observed by one member of Synod that those same individuals could contribute up to
about $10,000 to each child or grandchild tax free each year. They also could give
directly to help support the college of their choice. Another aspect that was discussed was
the fact that our catechism Q&A 103 teaches that the ministry of the Gospel and schools
are to be maintained..., and some asked if that meant we should do more to support
colleges and schools. However, Ursinus explains in his commentary that by schools, he
means specifically those designed to train men to be preachers. To that end Synod may
want to consider a voluntarily supported fund to support the establishment of an RCUS
seminary or study center designed to help equip men for the Gospel ministry, not unlike
that which South Central Classis is proposing, rather than a college fund. Finally, a little
known fact is that in 1980 the Eureka Classis passed a scholarship to be awarded to
RCUS students attending Dordt. To my knowledge (and I discovered to most others as
well), no one remembers ever actually awarding a scholarship.

H. Bowen, D. Fagrey, W. Haddock, J. Johnson, D. Zoetewey, J. Jones

VIII.C. Diaconal Ministries
[Referred to Standing Benevolence]

Your committee met several times by telephone during the past year and conducted the
following business:

1. In August, a letter was sent to all RCUS congregations requesting that special offerings
might be taken to help pay medical and other debts of Rev. Peter Grossmann which were
remaining at his death. To date, nearly $16,000 was collected and disbursed by the
RCUS Treasurer to Mrs. Phyllis Grossmann.

2. In September, $1,500 was allocated for immediate aid to Mrs. Phyllis Grossmann.
Also, $2,500 was allocated for materials and transportation needs of the mission work
conducted by Mr. Oscar Porras in Texas. (This money came from the general
benevolence fund.)

3. In March 1996, $6,000 was allocated to help with the budget of the Yuba City mission
work after its weather damage and other financial problems.

4. In April 1996, $500 was allocated to reimburse Mid-America Reformed Seminary for
payment of medical bills of our student Mr. Tom Mayville and his family.

H. Opp, G. Sawtelle, W. Schnabel, J. Ochsner, K. DeGroot, F Tedesco

VIII.D. Editorial Advice
[Referred to Standing Publications]

Your Editorial Advice Committee received one request from the Editor of the
Reformed Herald this past Synodical year concerning an article whose title suggested the
danger of liberalism both to and in the RCUS. The article was written by a godly man
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outside the RCUS who had the best interests of our denomination in mind, but the
judgment of your chairman was that the very title was misleading and would not enhance
the Biblical reputation of our denomination.

Other than this one request for advice, we were not asked to conduct any other
business during this Synodical year.

J. West, J. Sawtelle, A. Rau

VOLE. Executive
[No Report]

VIII.F. Foreign Ministries
[Referred to Standing Missions]

Your committee has continued its work over the past year of overseeing the
expenditure of the funds authorized by Synod, of communicating with the churches we
support in Zaire as well as with our partners in the Reformed Churches in the Nether-
lands (Liberated). We have also reported to the RCUS through the Reformed Herald as
information has become available and have sought out means of improving communica-
tions with Zaire.

A major effort was made this past year to forward funds to the small group of ERCZ
congregations in Kinshasa, an area with which we had not had contact for three years.
We have finally been able to transfer funds through an account held by a British bank
in an American bank in New York. While this is complicated, it is safe and our brothers
in Kinshasa have reported that they have received the funds and have used them for
church construction as well as other needs. We have not been able to get letters directly
to them through the mail but have been able to include our wishes for use of the funds
briefly along with the bank deposits. (See the Reformed Herald for October 1995).
However, the brothers in Kinshasa have mailed letters which we have received.

The committee plans to send at least one representative to the Netherlands later this
year to confer with the committees of the GKN about our work in Zaire (we last met
when they were here in 1993). It is possible that in connection with this trip a trip to Zaire
might also be made. Such a trip would be planned only to confer with the ERCZ in the
Lubumbashi area of Shaba, since travel in the rest of the country continues to be
questionable for Caucasian foreigners. Your committee has also worked harmoniously
with Rev. Aaron Kayayan over the past year and communicated the best wishes of the
RCUS on the occasion of his retirement as French Preacher for the Back-to-God Hour.

The committee chairman has been contacted by a small group of Reformed
Christians in Munich, Germany, who are zealous to begin a RCUS descended church
should Synod be interested in sending a missionary.

Rev. Ron Pofter represented us at a NAPARC foreign missions meeting in
Philadelphia. At this meeting information on denominational mission work was
exchanged and ideas for further work were discussed.

While political conditions in Zaire have not improved much in the last year, the
situation has at least stabilized and the ERCZ churches have been able to function in
reasonable safety. This is also true of the three Dutch missionary families and the two
Verre Naasten (economic development) families working there. Economic conditions
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have also improved somewhat and famine is less widespread than before, although living
standards are still extremely low.

The Back-to-God Hour continues to broadcast taped messages of Rev. Kayayan
as it seeks a replacement for him. Thus the radio ministry continues, though in a less
effective way. We have helped to reprint materials Rev. Kayayan had earlier prepared
for use by ERCZ folks.

The church work in the Shaba area of south Zaire around Lubumbashi continues
to progress well. Several new ministers, educated in South Africa, should be returning this
year to help with that work. A challenge concerning their support faces the ERCZ and her
supporting churches. We are trying to work out a system in which funds are supplied to
the Classis of the area, which would then decide how much each pastor would receive.
This plan runs against the desire of the Zaireans to be paid directly from western sources,
as has been the case with Revs. Kishimba and Illunga and two of the responsible elders.
We continue to negotiate this matter with the Dutch and the ERCZ. The ERCZ was able
to hold a General Synod meeting in Mbuji-Mayi in 1995. Its main item of business was
setting up a relationship with the Theological School operated by the Dutch missionaries.
This has been a challenge since the Dutch wish to maintain some control of the school
while some of the Zaireans view this as a kind of colonialism.

The GKN (Liberated) mission began full-time theological teaching in Lubumbashi
in September 1995 (in the building funded equally by the GKN and the RCUS). Three
missionaries, Ten Brinke, Bruijn and Wisselink make up the teaching staff. At first it was
planned that the men would spend three years in full-time study with summer breaks
(November through January). This, however, has had to be changed since the students
often leave families in distant areas and also often have church responsibilities at home.
The missionaries also conducted courses for elders during the spring of 1995. These
elders then returned to their own communities and repeated the courses for other officers
and interested persons.

The RCUS provided $6,000 to the Church Building Committee of the ERCZ during
the past year. This Committee is made up of ERCZ elders and one person from Holland.
Its task is to assess the needs of each congregation and help them with funds for
commercially needed materials such as roofing. The local people make the mud bricks
for wall construction.

Since the group in Kinshasa is not in regular contact with the one in Shaba, we
have had direct contact with them. (The Dutch are not involved in Kinshasa, which is
1500 miles from Lubumbashi where there is access to communication through the more
stable country of Zambia — Kitwe, Zambia, is a large city about 100 miles from
Lubumbashi). The leadership of the Kinshasa joint-consistory (our term) is well educated
and committed to the work of their churches. Little oversight is needed here. As noted
above, we sent them $3,000 in late October of last year and will send them an additional
amount in the near future. There are four congregations in Kinshasa (the capital of Zaire)
and the joint-consistory has decided that all funds received from us will be distributed
through their finance committee. The joint-consistory meets regularly with the elders of
each congregation to help with oversight and assess needs. The Kinshasa group has
reported on the use of the funds we have sent; they were almost all used to purchase
property and finish church buildings. We will advise them that part of the next transfer
might be used for support of ministers and elders as needed.

The work in Kananga (Kasai-Oriental), where we support Elder Paswa, also
continues fairly well. We have received one report from them during the year which
indicates that their Consistory is well-organized and that the church continues to grow in
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that area. This group is in contact with the one in Shaba (Lubumbashi) and men from
this area attended spring Elder classes in Shaba, even though it is a trip of some 700
miles distance. The missionaries of the GKN plan to provide some theological training
in Kasai in the future since it is impossible for men from there to spend enough time so
far from home among a different tribal group.

R. Grossmann, P Treick, D. Zoetewey, E.Z. Wood, L. Goeke

VIII.G. Home Missions
[Referred to Standing Missions]

Your committee met at the First Reformed Church, Yuba City, CA, on February
22-23, 1996. The host congregation very graciously provided for our needs. We would
like to take this opportunity to once again express our thanks.

In 1995 there were six home mission works either on partial or full support by the
Synod. These works have been visited by members of the committee according to Synod
instruction. There was one visit to each work during the year by a member of the
committee residing within the Classical boundary of the particular mission work (with the
exception of Sioux Falls and Watertown, which were visited by Ron Potter while in South
Dakota for other Synodical Committee work).

It is with much thanks and praise to God that we can report that Trinity Reformed
Church of Sioux Falls has now become totally self-supporting. With the end of the 1995
calendar year Sioux Falls is no longer receiving financial support. The congregation of
Trinity Reformed is to be commended for its diligence in establishing a Reformed work
in Sioux Falls and for its willingness to assume the full responsibility for its financial
support. We trust that God will continue to bless it and that it will not become lax in its
commitment to promote the gospel in its community.

All of the Home Missionaries (with the exception of Jim Sawtelle of Sioux Falls)
were in attendance at the meeting held in Yuba City. The missionaries continue to report
that these meetings along with the visitation by committee members to the mission works
are very helpful and should be continued. The committee spent one afternoon in general
discussion with the missionaries so that they might have opportunity to discuss mutual
concerns and to seek advice from other missionaries and committee members.

Following is a summary of the report given by each Home Mission Work.

TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH, MODESTO, CA
The reports from Trinity Reformed continue to indicate God's blessing on this work

and for this we praise God. We can best describe what is happening by including the
following paragraphs from Rev. Treick's report.

It has been a busy year as we have had the opportunity to minister the
Gospel to many — some, members for a number of years and others new to
the Reformed faith. We have felt some growing pains in various areas — in
the physical building plan, in the discipling of new members, and in a number
of issues that have arisen over the year. I am thankful for a good Consistory.
The elders have been invaluable and solid in upholding the Reformed faith
and discipline in the church.

In 1995 we had Lord's Supper four times, there were 19 baptisms, and
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49 new members added to the rolls. Four people were removed from the rolls
by discipline. This year we anticipate that there will be a loss of some
members by transfer and discipline. At year's end the membership stood at
64 communicants and 48 non-communicants. (The present membership at
this writing is 69 communicants and 53 non-communicants.)

Due to the increase in membership Trinity has added a fourth elder this year. They
have also revamped the Sunday School. They have done some work on the building to
allow for more space and are anticipating redoing the bathrooms. Their indebtedness is
at $165,000 which is about half of what the building cost. They are able to pay $100 per
month extra on the principle. Their support from Synod is decreasing at 10% each year.

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH, YUBA CITY, CA
The reports from Yuba City continue to indicate that they are faithfully pursuing the

work of missions with God's blessings. At the same time they have had some difficulties
concerning their financial condition. This is indicated in the following paragraphs from
Rev. Sawtelle's annual report.

In just a little over eight years God has increased the membership of First
Reformed from fewer than 20 to 54 baptized members. There are 34
communicant and 20 non-communicant members. One covenant child was
baptized in 1995. One adult was removed from the rolls by administrative
erasure.

Attendance for Sunday morning worship continues to be in the sixties.
In one worship service this year 75 were in attendance. God's people here
love the preaching of God's Word, and they love the Reformed faith. The
adult Sunday school attendance is regularly 30, and sometimes it is as high
as 42. There are 18 children who attend regularly.

There are 9 covenant young people attending confirmation class. The
class meets weekly on Wednesdays at the church during the school year. The
course of instruction is in accordance with the constitution of the Reformed
Church in the United States, Article 192.

We continue to have visitors in attendance in Sunday school and
worship services almost every Lord's day. Our members are faithful in inviting
others to come and hear the preaching of God's Word. They are also active
in personal evangelism. Personal contact has continued to be the best way to
reach out to the community with the gospel.

A highlight for First Reformed this past year was their being organized into a
congregation. Three elders and two deacons were elected and pastor Gene Sawtelle was
called to serve as pastor.

Due to several storms and termites First Reformed had expenses for 1995 to repair
damage to the building in the amount of $7,187.44. Some additional repair work on the
building will be necessary this year. They have also gone from full support in 1992 to
only 50% support in 1996. This decrease in support has probably been a bit too
aggressive. Though the overall condition of this mission work is good, they find
themselves in some difficulty financially. Appropriate adjustments to their budget are
being proposed.
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PROVIDENCE REFORMED CHURCH, LODI, CA
When Providence Reformed Church was approved for financial support from

Synod a plan was followed that would keep them on full support as long as they were
making payments on their building. Following the payment of their building they would
assume all of their own support. By God's grace they have been able to follow this plan.
By the end of 1996 their building will be fully paid. We rejoice with them as they have
experienced God's blessings. Pastor Merica refers to this growth in the following
paragraph.

On September 10, 1990, the RCUS began supporting Providence
Reformed Chapel in Lodi, CA, as a full time missionary work. We began with
22 baptized members and a monthly income of $1,200 to 1,500 per month.
After five years through the faithfulness of God we now have 74 baptized
members and the giving ranges from $4,500 to 5,000 per month. By the
grace and mercy of God our building debt was reduced to $28,367.98 as of
December 20, 1995. If we continue on the current payment schedule, our
building debt will be paid in full by the end of this year, 1996. Through the
faithfulness of our merciful God, Providence Reformed Church will be a fully
self-supported church at the beginning of 1997 and will have no remaining
payments on the church building. For these blessings we pray that our faithful
God and Father may receive all the honor, praise and glory for without His
blessing and strength we cannot so much as move.

The spiritual welfare of the congregation is very encouraging. God has
been pleased to give the members a loving and caring concern for the needs
of one another. The fellowship after the services is very edifying. We have
been spared the grief of division and strife. May all glory and praise be to God
alone for the blessing of Christian unity and fellowship. It is our prayer that
we may continually bask in this grace and mercy of our heavenly Father.

We are happy to report that this work seems to be well on its way to being self-
supporting. We trust that God will continue to bless it and that it will continue to grow
and be supportive of other works.

GRACE REFORMED CHURCH, RAPID CITY, SD
Grace Reformed once again had a year of building. To provide for needed space

and needed repairs they determined to remodel the church building. This work has been
done by a lot of volunteer work by men of the congregation and some help from Sutton,
NE. Also a lot of material were received at no cost from a hospital in Rapid City that was
being remodeled. Thus a great deal of improvement was accomplished with very little
actual cost.

Pastor Savage also reports continued response to their mission efforts. This is
indicated in the following paragraph.

We are thankful to God for His blessing upon our labors in the work of
preaching the gospel. He continues to bring in His elect to this congregation.
We now have 21 families, 40 communicant members, and 73 baptized
members. We had, in the past year, 2 reaffirmations of faith, 2 professions of
faith, 1 confirmation, 8 baptisms and 4 weddings. All the members of the
Spiritual Council have been busy this past year teaching evangelistic Bible
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studies, Sunday School classes, and Church Bible studies, along with giving
counsel and advice to those in need.

At the time that this report is being written, Pastor Savage is undergoing eight weeks
of radiation treatments for prostate cancer. We pray and trust that the Lord will provide
for his health and continued energy to serve the Kingdom of Christ.

COVENANT REFORMED CHURCH, WATERTOWN, SD
Covenant Reformed Church is the most recent mission work supported by the

Synod. Rev. Maynard Koerner began his work as organizing pastor at the beginning of
September of this past year. Covenant Reformed is under the oversight of the Eureka
Reformed Church Consistory. They have built a parsonage with a lot of volunteer work
by members and also individuals from other churches. For worship they meet in rented
facilities at Harmony Hill, an extension campus of Mount Marty College. As you can see
in the following 2 paragraphs, they have been busy getting set up to provide a complete
ministry and a witness to the community.

Covenant Reformed meets for worship each Sunday morning. There are
also two children's, one highschool and an adult Sunday School class. The
families take turns hosting a Bible study in their homes on Sunday evenings.
I meet for confirmation class with 4 youth. There is a women's Bible study
every other Wednesday. We just recently began a men's Bible study which
meets in the pastor's study every other Saturday morning. The Youth League
has also been involved with various activities.

During the last 4 months of 1995 we averaged about 28 persons for
worship. Before the hard winter hit there were visitors virtually every Sunday.
There is one young couple that has begun to worship with us on a fairly
regular basis. They have shown a real interest in our church and we trust that
they will become members.

The membership at Covenant Reformed includes 7 families, 19 communicant
members, and 32 total members. They plan to pursue becoming an organized church
sometime in the next year. We thank God for the opportunity to begin a mission work
in Watertown, SD, and we pray that His blessings would continue to be upon them.

TRINITY REFORMED CHURCH, SIOUX FALLS, SD
As indicated above, Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD, received its last

support at the end of 1995 and is now fully self-supporting. For this we greatly praise
God. In his final report to the Home Missions Committee, Pastor Jim Sawtelle writes the
following with respect to becoming self-supporting.

I would like to report on basically two areas of the life of TRC that
should be of note to the Committee. First, this report to the HMC is the last
that I will make to you as pastor of Trinity Reformed Church. By the grace of
God, we are now a "self-supporting" work as far as the Synod is concerned.
Furthermore, though we did not have to do so, we chose to go off Classical
HM support as well. There seems to be no apprehension from the congrega-
tion about this. The amount of support received from both Synod and Classis
was less than 10% of our total offering receipts for the year. The people are
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quite willing to accept the responsibility of carrying the rest of the load in the
coming year(s). I have also been diligently reminding the congregation that
we aren't to cease being a "mission church."

Trinity Reformed is very much in need of finding their own building. We trust that
the Lord will provide and that the Lord will continue to bless them. It is really good to see
a work like Trinity of Sioux Falls get started, grow and be a fully established congrega-
tion. For this we give all the glory to God.

MATTERS DISCUSSED BY THE COMMITTEE
Reports were received concerning the activities of Home Mission committees from

each of the Classes. While each of them are involved in pursuing some specific
opportunities, there are no specific new groups ready at this time to apply for support
and Home Mission status. We trust that the Lord will continue to provide both new
opportunities to establish Reformed churches as well as the resources necessary.

We are still considering improvements in the Home Missions manual. The
committee is presenting two recommendations concerning the manual. It would be good
if the manual could be made available in printed form in the very near future.

We discussed the possibility of the RCUS placing a Web Page on the Internet. It is
felt that this is a very good and relatively inexpensive means of advertisement and
promotion for the RCUS, not only for Home Mission Churches but also the entire
denomination could benefit.

In regard to the budget, the committee would present several items. There is one
small adjustment for the 1996 budget which was approved at the last Synod meeting.
The adjustment has to do with the salary for the missionary at Watertown, SD. The salary
was budgeted at the twenty year scale. Since the missionary who is now at Watertown
is in his nineteenth year the budget for 1996 was adjusted down by $300.00.

The proposed budget for 1997 takes a considerable drop. Providence Reformed
Church of Lodi, CA, will become self-supporting at the end of 1996. The support for
Trinity Reformed of Modesto will drop to 35% and Grace Reformed Church of Rapid
City, SD, will begin to reduce their support by receiving 75% of their budget. There
continues to be considerable discussion as to the level that Synod will continue to
financially support mission works or whether the various Classes will take over the
support. The committee did feel that the Synod Home Missions budget should remain
somewhere around the $100,000.00 level. Thus the committee is recommending
$20,000.00 be budgeted for future works.

The committee also discussed missionary salaries. There remains some question
concerning adjustment for cost of living in different parts of the country. The question of
why the salary increases for years of service stops after the twentieth year was also
discussed. The committee will need to continue to address itself to these concerns. Even
though a raise went into effect in 1996, because it had been several years since the
previous raise, the committee felt it appropriate to recommend an additional one for
1997. If the raise is approved it would in actuality mean two raises over a period of five
years.

In dealing with the financial concerns for Yuba City, the committee met with the
entire Consistory. This was very helpful for the committee to understand the situation and
for them to better understand the process of budgeting. The committee is recommending
that the level of support from Synod will remain the same in 1997 as it is in 1996. A
request was made to the Synodical Diaconal Committee for aid in the amount of
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$6,000.00 to help with the immediate need due to damage from several storms. Also
communication was sent to the Western Classis to provide some additional help in the
amount of $6,000.00 to meet the shortfall for 1996. Both of these requests have been
granted. It should be stressed that the committee did not find any lack of commitment on
the part of the congregation. The financial difficulty stems from unexpected expenses due
to several cases of severe weather and that the Lord has not blessed them with the
growth necessary to sustain the reductions taken in the last several years. There is every
reason to believe that steady growth will continue in the future and that they will once
again be able to reduce their support when appropriate.

Synod last year began a practice of asking that each of the congregations of the
RCUS hold special offerings on the Synodical Day of Prayer for Missions (second Sunday
in September). These offerings will go to reducing the principle on building debt for one
of the mission works each year. The individual work receiving these funds will rotate
yearly on the basis of length of time as a mission work. In 1995 offerings in the amount
of $9,594.49 went to Modesto. The committee is recommending that Synod once again
request each congregation to hold a special offering on the Synodical Day of Prayer for
Missions and that the funds go to Yuba City to be applied on the principle of their
building debt. The Synod should encourage each of the Consistories to schedule these
offerings and to encourage their members to wholeheartedly support this effort to reduce
the building debts of our mission works. We need to keep in mind that this is not charity.
The responsibility to establish mission works is the responsibility of the whole denomina-
tion.

M. Koerner, R. Potter, D. Clark, D. Roe, D. Schlegel, D. Maser, A. Stache, R. Kusler

VIII.H. Interchurch Relations
[Referred to Standing Ecumenical]

Your committee spent an active year; at least a majority of the committee members
in the Midwest. Having on the committee two elders in California makes it difficult to
involve the whole committee, though the chairman apologizes for not keeping those
elders more completely informed and not consulting with them more frequently. Also
your committee did not implement fully all the mandates given by Synodical decision last
year, as will be seen in the report.

CHURCHES IN FRATERNAL RELATIONS

The Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Rev. Frank Walker represented the RCUS at the 62nd General Assembly of the

OPC meeting at Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA, May 31-June 7, 1995. He will report
to this session of Synod.

Two meetings were held at the Reformed parsonage in Sioux Falls, SD (Sept. 4-5,
1995, and Feb. 26-27, 1996), with a subcommittee of the Committee on Ecumenicity
and Interchurch Relations of the OPC. Our committee members were Rev. Hoeflinger,
Rev. Jones, Rev. Jorgensen and Elder Ewald Ochsner (at the Feb. meeting), and Rev.
Robert Grossmann, by invitation, and Rev. James Sawtelle, part time, at whose home
we met. The OPC subcommittee was composed of Rev. Jack J. Peterson, Rev. G.I.
Williamson and Rev. Robert Needham. The mandate given us by Synod was to "discuss
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issues on which we may have moved apart in recent years and which need to be resolved
in order for our respective denominations to move toward closer unity." Rev. R.
Grossmann, as a spokesman for those concerned about these issues, had compiled a list
of twelve matters for discussion. The OPC raised three issues of concern. At the
September meeting these issues were thoroughly discussed and it was decided that each
committee should prepare a response for the next meeting.

Discussion then concerned the nature of the union in view: OPC/RCUS one
denomination, OPC/RCUS federation with confessional unity and integrity but
maintaining separate structures and practices, a broader federation inviting other
Reformed and Presbyterian churches. In view of the acceptance of the RCUS into the
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC), it was decided that our
"primary effort from this point on should be to make NAPARC more effective in realizing
the goal of visible unity." To this end our committees were to make a careful review of
the constitutions of the old Reformed Ecumenical Synod and the present International
Conference of Reformed Churches for further development of the NAPARC constitution.

At the February meeting each committee brought its response to the twelve RCUS
and three OPC issues raised. Copies of these responses can be made available at Synod
for any desiring to see them. The following consensus was reached:

Issues raised by the RCUS: 1. Understanding of the second commandment — our
standards agree, some disagreement in application; 2. Six-day creation — standards are
similar; RCUS more literal six days in terms of light and darkness; resolution: a joint
conference or GA/Synod; 3. Nature of the church — agreement; 4. Infants and children
admitted to communion — agreement that profession of faith prerequisite for
admittance; some variation in age of profession; 5. Van Tillian apologetics — RCUS
firmly requiring presuppositional apologetics of candidates, OPC in basic agreement but
has admitted some into its ministry committed to the Reformed faith who were not
presuppositionalists; 6. Submission of women: women voting in congregational meetings
—constitutions of both do not permit women in ecclesiastical offices; no constitutional
prohibition of women voting in congregational meetings in either constitution (RCUS has
taken the position in reports and Classis/Synod decisions that male headship is violated
by women voting in congregational meetings though this is not in the constitution as
such); 7. Toleration of premillennialism — RCUS excludes premils; OPC has eschatologi-
cal liberty within confessional bounds (no dispensationalism); 8. Use of Alcoholic
beverages, i.e., wine in the Lord's Supper — Use of wine not mandated but used in both
churches although more widespread in RCUS; 9. Number and use of subordinate creeds
— difficult question that must be faced and resolved for organic union; 10. Creedal
subscription, strict or loose? — basic agreement though different wording; responsibility
for purity of doctrine rests in the church and its officers; 11. Principles of worship and
evangelism in new life and church-growth churches — basic agreement regarding
worship style and principles of evangelism; 12. Discipline with regard to above issues —
each church has been faithful in discipline.

Issues raised by the OPC: 1. The Sabbath — similar practices in both churches;
whether one or two services on the Lord's Day the result of historical development; 2.
Exclusive use of textus receptus in some RCUS churches — some RCUS churches use
only the King James Version in worship, but lower (textual) criticism is practiced by the
pastors; 3. Non-tolerance of exclusive psalm-singing congregations — RCUS and OPC
are hymn singing churches, but RCUS has no objection to exclusive psalmody when and
where appropriate.

With regard to NAPARC the joint committees recommend that the reception of the
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Evangelical Presbyterian Church to NAPARC not be approved at this time as it does not
further the purpose of NAPARC as we see it. There was consensus that "seeking to
promote the unity of the church through the instrumentality of NAPARC is not feasible
at this time."

After discussion the OPC subcommittee determined to propose the following
recommendation to its Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations: that its
General Assembly "declare that it is in accordance with Scripture and pleasing to God
for His church on earth to seek to express as fully as possible that unity of truth and life
that will be expressed fully in heaven, and that therefore the Assembly issue an open
invitation to those churches in the United States and Canada who are committed to the
faith and life expressed in the bodies of creeds known as the Three Forms of Unity
(Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort) and the Westminster
Standards (Confession of Faith, Larger Catechism, and Shorter Catechism) to seek, at
an early time, to confer together, on the basis of the Word of God, with regard to the
reason for long-established and more recent divisions of Reformed Churches, and to seek
a way to express more fully the unity of the Reformed church;" and that the OPC "invite
the concurrence and support of the RCUS as a joint endeavor." However it is reported
that the OPC Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations has not adopted this
recommendation, considering it premature and that the RCUS and OPC should
concentrate on their relationship to each other.

Other matters decided were that Rev. R. Grossmann write an article on the 250th
Anniversary of Synod for the New Horizons, that local congregations arrange joint
meetings and exchanges, as also Classes and Presbyteries; that the OP General Assembly
and the RCUS Synod plan for a concurrent meeting in 1998; that Presbyteries and
Classes in adjacent areas invite each other to their family camps; that each denomination
send its official church paper to the ministers of the other denomination.

Your committee has appointed Rev. Ron Potter to be our fraternal delegate to the
63rd General Assembly of the OPC meeting at Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA, June
6-13, 1996. The OPC began June 11, 1936, and so is celebrating 60 years of God's
blessing at this Assembly.

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America
The Rev. Howard Hart was our fraternal delegate at the 166th Synod of the

Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America at Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA,
June 16-22, 1995. He will report to us at this meeting. The RPCNA is not meeting as a
Synod this year but instead is having an international conference at Calvin College, July
26-August 2, 1996. Since this is not an official ecclesiastical assembly the RCUS will not
be sending any representative to this conference.

Your committee was instructed by Synod last year to contact the RPCNA about two
issues. These had to do with the matter of women serving as deacons, and about the
church's acceptance of the response of Dr. Jack White to signing the document,
Evangelicals and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium.
Your chairman corresponded with the Interchurch Relations Committee of the RPCNA,
and these matters were brought to the attention of the Synod by Rev. Hart. At the time
of this report no response has been received though it has been promised as forthcoming.
Your committee will be sending a recommendation to the International Conference of
Reformed Churches on behalf of the RPCNA supporting its request for membership.
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Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico
Your committee did not fulfill its mandate to meet with the Interchurch Relations

Committee of the Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico as directed by Synod.
Your chairman communicated by phone with Rev. John Tucker and made several
inquiries about travel to Mexico when there were airfare sales; but being uncertain as to
just what was to be undertaken, no contact was made with the IPCM. Your committee
would appreciate input from those who previously had contact in Mexico with the IPCM.
The IPCM will be holding its Synod in August of this year. If possible we should endeavor
to be represented at that meeting to solidify our relationship. A letter is being sent to the
IPCM suggesting this course.

Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire
Your committee has had no contact with these brothers during this past year. Our

Foreign Ministries Committee informs us that information concerning the National Synod
of the ERCZ is usually received after the Synod has met! Our Foreign Ministries
Committee also indicates they are planning a trip to meet with the brothers of the
Reformed Church in the Netherlands (Liberated) in Holland concerning the work in
Zaire, and that they hope on the same trip to be able to visit Zaire. If that can be realized,
it would be good, if possible, to coordinate it with the ERCZ Synod meeting and to carry
an official greeting from the RCUS. We know little about the church in Zaire and would
appreciate more frequent and detailed reports through our Foreign Ministries Committee,
if such is possible and available.

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (liberated)
A highlight of our Synod last year was the presence of the two fraternal delegates

from our sister-church in the Netherlands, Rev. A. De Jager and Rev. H. van Veen of the
Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad of the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (Lib). They were the first delegates since 1991 when we entered into sister-
church relationship with the GKN (Lib). The Synod of the GKN (Lib), which meets
triennially, is meeting at the present time. We have received no announcement nor
invitation with regard to our sending a delegate. We presume that should any of our
ministers or elders be traveling to Europe this spring, they would be appointed by us and
will be received by the GKN (Lib). The RCUS Foreign Ministries Committee is planning
a meeting with the Dutch brothers in the late summer or fall and should the GKN (Lib)
be reconvened at that time, the brothers could bring our fraternal greetings and concerns.
Your chairman is sending a communication to the Committee on Relations with
Churches Abroad of the GKN (Lib) and will include a greeting.

Your committee contacted the fraternal delegates at our Synod last year about the
matter of permitting women to vote in congregational meetings. Their response appears
in last year's abstract (p. 128). The article written by Rev. Robert Grossmann on this
matter that appeared in the Reformed Herald was given to the delegates from Holland.
A response to this article by Rev. Folkert H. Folkerts is found in the June 1995 Lux
Mundi.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER CHURCHES

Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church
Outside of NAPARC we have had no contact with the Associate Reformed

Presbyterian Church this year. Rev. Dennis Roe was to attend the ARPC Synod at
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Bonclarken, Flat Rock, NC, last June but was unable to attend due to his move to
California. Your committee believes we should continue our observer relationship with
the ARPC.

Canadian Reformed Churches
Three members of our committee, Hoeflinger, Jones and Jorgensen, met with three

representatives of the Canadian Reformed Churches Committee for Relations with
Churches Abroad, Rev. Eric Kampen, Elder Apko Nap, and Rev. Cornelius Van
Spronsen, at Spokane, WA, on October 18-19, 1995. Arrangements at Spokane were
made by the Rev. Robert Hargrove, pastor of Sovereign Grace Reformed Church
(Independent). He also attended the discussions.

At the meeting we exchanged information about the history and backgrounds of
our churches. They are the daughter of the GKN (Lib) in the Netherlands, and as
immigrants to Canada did not affiliate with the Christian Reformed Church because of
its relationship to the Synodical Churches in the Netherlands, and they abandoned
attempts to be part of the Protestant Reformed Church because of theological differences
concerning the covenant and election.

The brothers from the Can.Ref.Chs. desired some explanation concerning why we
had made changes to the Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort in adopting them. After
our explanation they did not see any substantive differences and felt that most of the
changes were for clarification. In two instances they judged that we did not fully
understand the issue and context: Art. XV of the Confession, where we substituted
"regeneration" for "baptism," and Art. XXIV where we replaced "regenerates" with
"sanctifies."

With regard to other matters, the Can.Ref.Chs. do not take extra Confessional
stands on issues. However, it was agreed that in both of our churches six-day (young
earth) creation is the accepted position. On Sabbath observance the Can.Ref.Chs. have
two services but recognize that circumstances must be considered. They would censure
those who engaged in nonessential labor on the Lord's Day. Other items that were
discussed were the covenant and election, church discipline, and matters such as
theonomy, para-church ministries, eschatology, Bible versions and apologetics.
Interestingly, the Can.Ref.Chs. have not especially stressed apologetics in its ministerial
training.

Much time was spent on ecclesiology and church polity. The Can.Ref.Chs. deny the
concept of "the invisible church." They hold strongly to the autonomy of the local church.
Their committee expressed appreciation for our report "to Study and Defend RCUS
Polity" but felt that not enough attention was given to a discussion of the "false church,"
so that the RCUS gives more leeway in considering what churches are unfaithful.
However, the brothers made it clear that the Can.Ref.Chs. do not believe that they are
"the true church" but rather "a true church." They have sister-church relations with five
other churches. The brothers indicated that they consider the RCUS a true church. While
they see "presbyterianism" in our constitution, in the concept of a regional church, they
believe that there are sufficient safeguards against hierarchicalism. They do not view the
autonomy of the local church as independentism but as a protection against hierarchy.
This they see as a principle inherited from the Reformation against Rome.

Also discussed were the matters of confessional membership, control of the pulpit
and admission to the Lord's Supper. On this latter the Can.Ref.Chs. have the practice of
travel attestations, a statement from the Consistory of the good standing of the member
allowing participation at the Lord's Table in another Can.Ref.Ch. (The minutes of this
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meeting are available for perusal should any member of Synod so desire.)
It was recognized by both committees that the goal of our contacts was to become

better acquainted in order to enter into ecclesiastical fellowship. Overall our meeting was
not only cordial but very profitable for understanding our churches. Quoting from the
minutes taken by the Can.Ref.Chs. committee, "All present expressed their joy at the
good meeting we could have together. The atmosphere was cordial and brotherly. It was
reason for marvel and gratitude that despite having separate existence and history since
the Reformation, we were still so similar, not only our confessional position but also in
our practices." And from the RCUS minutes, "The overall impression of our committee
is that the Can.Ref.Chs. are a serious, conservative, Reformed denomination which
wants to hold firmly to the Three Forms of Unity and to present an uncompromising
Reformed witness to the world...."

Our committee recommends that we continue to pursue a sister-church relationship
with the Canadian Reformed Churches. One caution and consideration, however, that
was made clear was that if the Canadian Reformed Churches do not recognize the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church as "a true church" it would be an affront to our close
relationship with the OPC. This issue is expected to be resolved at the next Synod (1998)
of the Canadian Reformed Churches.

Christian Reformed Church
Since our acceptance into NAPARC there is a renewed interest in ecumenical

relations with the RCUS on the part of those churches in NAPARC with whom we do not
now exchange fraternal delegates. The Christian Reformed Church has expressed its
interest in meeting with our committee. Rev. John Hulst of the CRC committee has
requested that our Interchurch Committee meet with him during this session of Synod
to discuss interchurch relations and the various levels of fellowship.

Korean Presbyterian Church
Your committee had no correspondence with the Presbyterian Church in Korea

("Kosin") this year. Should we be able to send a delegate to the International Conference
of Reformed Churches in 1997 in Seoul, Korea, we could develop a better acquaintance
and closer tie with this church.

Presbyterian Church in America
Again, due to our NAPARC connection we have been informed that we are invited

to send an observer to the Presbyterian Church in America's General Assembly meeting
at Fort Lauderdale, FL, June 18-21, 1996. This is also the outcome of a discussion your
chairman and Rev. Ron Potter had with representatives of the PCA over lunch following
the NAPARC meetings. It was a cordial discussion concerning our two churches: going
over not only similarities and differences in our doctrines and practices, but also
perceived attitudes that we have concerning each other. Since we are together in
NAPARC it was agreed that we should become better acquainted through the presence
of observers at our respective assemblies.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER GROUPS

Fellowship of Uniting Reformed Churches in North America
This group of thirty-three churches organized at the call of three consistories

following the meeting of the Alliance of Reformed Churches to form a provisional

of the Reformed Church in the U.S. 	 27



federation of churches. This is based on the Three Forms of Unity and the 1934 Church
Order. A committee is working on a new church order, and names for the new federation
have been submitted and are being researched so that the one chosen can be used for
an incorporated body. The federation will meet to adopt the church order, choose its
name and incorporate sometime in the fall in the Chicago area. It is quite likely that
fraternal delegates will be welcomed at this meeting. Your chairman wrote a response to
the development of this new church that appeared in the January 29, 1996, Christian
Renewal. While these brothers may have some church polity differences with us, they are
certainly a church of confessing Reformed Christians with whom we most surely want to
maintain fraternal relations.

Rathfon Conference
An informal group of representatives of Reformed media, missions and churches

met at Port Colbourne, Ontario, in the fall of 1995 to discuss working closer together.
One item is working on a harmony of the creeds, and another on inter-seminary
communication among Reformed seminaries. Your committee was not involved in this
meeting but Rev. R. Grossmann and Rev. R. Potter were in attendance.

Smaller Presbyterian Churches
A number of smaller Presbyterian churches met March 4-5, 1996, at Manassas, VA,

for the purpose of discussing cooperation in news exchange and an online computer link
among the churches. Observers from the Bible Presbyterian Church and the OPC were
also present. While your committee was informed of this meeting, there was no
involvement on our part, but interestingly future meetings are to discuss what they have
called the "RCUS plan"(!) for a general Synod allowing particular jurisdiction with respect
to distinctive historical practices.

While these smaller groups, in some cases, may have some unacceptable
distinctives, they do represent a committed core of sincere Calvinists. We need to keep
in touch.

ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATIONS

North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
The RCUS was officially welcomed into NAPARC by outgoing chairman Dr. Myung

Doh Kim on November 28, 1995, at the meeting at Philadelphia, PA. Your chairman
responded on behalf of the RCUS "as a dwarf among giants" but an old one, since we
are celebrating our 250th Synod. I also mentioned the high standard and goal of
NAPARC as expressed in its constitution "to advise, counsel, and cooperate in various
matters with one another and hold out before each other the desirability and need of
organic union of churches that are of like faith and practice," and the hope that the
RCUS could help forward this great purpose for which NAPARC was formed.

The principal matter before the NAPARC churches at this meeting was the renewed
application for membership by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church, a denomination of
175 churches and over 55,000 members. The EPC had applied previously but was asked
to consider three matters: divorce, women in office, and gifts of the Spirit. The EPC did
remove from its form of the Westminister Confession in Chapter 24 a statement "so that
the marriage dies at the heart and the union becomes intolerable." However it continues
to affirm women in office: 26% of the churches have women elders and there are two
women ministers. It also holds that the gifts of the spirit are biblically valid today. Because

28 	 Abstract of the 250th Synod



of these last matters, the council postponed the decision on receiving the EPC until 1996
so that all NAPARC interchurch relations committees could review the past decisions and
the EPC responses.

The OPC introduced a constitutional amendment to Art. V. Sec. 3, which would
permit suspension and restoration of a church in NAPARC and not have termination of
membership as the only option. This seems to be more in keeping with biblical discipline.
This proposed amendment needs to be voted on by the major assemblies of each
NAPARC member. The OPC also reminded the churches of the Golden Rule Comity
Agreement: NAPARC churches agree not to enlist members from other NAPARC
churches in initiating church planting.

A NAPARC World Missions Executives meeting was held prior to the council
meeting. Rev. Ron Potter attended that at the request of our Foreign Ministries
Committee. With the concurrence of the President of the Executive Committee and the
Interchurch Relations Committee, only the chairman and Rev. Potter, at the committee's
request, attended the NAPARC meeting rather than the four delegates mandated by
Synod. The next NAPARC meeting will be Nov. 19-20,1996, at Pittsburgh, PA.

A few comments: the smaller churches in NAPARC seem to be of one mind and
unite in a consistently conservative stance while the larger churches, at least their
interchurch committees, seem to have a more broad church view. It remains to be seen
what direction NAPARC will take, and the decision on receiving the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church will be an indication of that direction. It is a fact that the RCUS has
a crucial vote in this matter and the future of NAPARC. At present, though, the decision
to work for a larger Reformed church federation through NAPARC as considered by the
OPC/RCUS joint committees does not seem feasible. However, it is important to work
through NAPARC for a more visible Reformed witness.

International Conference of Reformed Churches
The International Conference of Reformed Churches will hold its fourth assembly

in 1997 in Seoul, Korea. The date has been changed from August to October 14-23 due
to the hot climate conditions in the summer. The Reformed Churches of New Zealand
have applied for membership. Other churches which have applied are the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Christian Reformed Churches in the Netherlands and
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America. The RCUS is writing in support of
the application of the RPCNA.

There is an ICRC Far East Regional Missions Conference organized by the OPC
scheduled for July 15-18,1996, at Seoul for those churches interested in missions in
Japan, Indonesia, Philippines, Taiwan, India, Papua New Guinea, should there be an
adequate response. Since the ICRC only meets every four years, your committee believes
we should try to make provision to be in attendance at the 1997 conference. We will not
attend the missions conference.

Alliance of Reformed Churches
The Alliance of Reformed Churches met November 14-15,1995, at Lynnwood

Christian Reformed Church (Independent), Lansing, IL. There were fifty-eight churches
represented. Fraternal delegates and observers were from the RCUS, Canadian
Reformed Churches, General Association of Reformed Congregationalists, Christian
Reformed Church of Myanmar, Free Reformed Churches of North America, Reformed
Presbyterian Church General Assembly and l'Eglise Reformee de Quebec.

The two main issues before the Alliance were the desire on the part of many of the
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independent churches to federate and the proposed church order of the Church Order
Committee. After many overtures and much debate, the church order (provisional) as
proposed was passed with minor changes. Following that, the Alliance adopted the
following, "...the Alliance, having recognized the need of the independent churches to
federate and having assisted with the formulation of a Church Order (provisional) now
encourage[s] them to take action upon that with the blessing of the Alliance." (The
organization of "The Fellowship of Uniting Reformed Churches in North America" then
took place, see above.)

The question now is what happens to the Alliance? Twenty-one of the delegates not
federating met after the Alliance meeting to consider how to continue the Alliance. To
this end your committee has received a communication inquiring whether we as a church
in fraternal/observer relation with the Alliance are interested in a continuing relationship
with it. The communication asks for comments, suggestions, etc., concerning the future
of the Alliance. Your committee has not yet responded to this letter but considers that,
if these non-federated (and CRC) churches still meet, it is in the interest of Reformed
ecumenical relations to meet with them.

ADDITIONAL MATTERS

All Reformed churches with whom we have fraternal relations or contact were
informed and invited by our Stated Clerk to share in our 250th Anniversary celebration
of Synod.

In view of our broadening ecumenical relationships there is need to define these
relationships more particularly. Various terms are used for these relationships: "Fraternal
Relations," "Ecclesiastical Fellowship," "Sister-church Relationship," and perhaps there
are others. These could be useful terms for defining differing levels of fellowship sustained
to various churches. The Interchurch Relations Committee should make a study of their
usage and propose how they may designate the nature and extent of our ecumenical
commitment in each case. This would enable us to enter into relationships with churches
at different levels and not require that we be committed to the same degree of
involvement in each case.

N. Hodlinger, N. Jones, T. Jorgensen, E. Ochsner, D. Stelpstra

VIII.I. Ministerial Relief
[Referred to Standing Ministerial Aid]

Your committee met in Sioux Falls, SD, on Nov. 3, 1995. Items discussed by the
committee included recommendations 9 and 13 from the 1995 Synodical Abstract, pp.
135-136. We bring the following report.

The Ministerial Aid Fund consists of the following assets (as of 5/2/96):

Certificate of Deposit, American Savings Bank, Stockton, CA
matures 8/96, 7.8% annual 	  $25,050.50

Certificate of Deposit, Farmers & Merchants Bank, Aberdeen, SD
matures 7/96, 4.85% at maturity 	  35,383.13
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Certificate of Deposit, State Bank of Hamburg, Hamburg, MN
matures 10/96, 5.5% quarterly 	  17,957.12

Mutual Fund Shares
979.696 shares total 	  16,978.24

NOW Checking Account, State Bank of Hamburg, MN
balance 	  5,882.40

Total Fund Assets 	  $101,251.39

Contributions this past year total $20,950.00. Contributions were up from the
previous year by $18,212.68.

The Synod mandated your committee to "develop biblical guidelines for means
testing that can be consistently applied to requests for ministerial aid." After much
discussion, your committee voted to bring the following form to the Synod for
recommendation:

Ministerial Aid Request Questionnaire

First Timothy 5:3-16 establishes biblical principles for the relief of the needy in the
church. This passage also establishes guidelines for determining the need for such aid.
Please answer the following questions and submit this form along with your request for
ministerial aid.

1. What is your net worth? Please use the following categories: Assets (value of checking
and savings accounts, certificates of deposit, securities [stocks, bonds, mutual funds], real
estate, other properties) and Debts (loans, mortgages, other liabilities). Your total net
worth is calculated by subtracting your debts from your assets.

2. What is your monthly income (do not include sources from #4 and #5 below)?

3. What are your monthly expenses?

4. Is your family assisting you financially (1 Tim. 5:8)?

5. Are you receiving financial aid from another ecclesiastical body (Acts 6:1-7)?

6. Are there any geographical considerations affecting your financial status?

7. How long did you (or your husband in the case of a widow) serve in the RCUS?

The Synod charged the Ministerial Relief Committee to "develop and implement
an effective fund-raising plan with the goal of raising one million dollars in ten years."
Your committee considered ways to do this which were different from previous methods.
After much discussion, we agreed upon a nine-year Synodical guideline of $30.00 per
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communicant member. We have already passed the $100,000 mark in our Fund. This
guideline, if followed, would raise the remainder of the money in nine years.

Your committee voted to invest Ministerial Aid Fund money in a 50/50 mix CD's
and mutual funds, obtaining such a balance as money becomes available. The first
mutual fund shares were purchased in the American Funds Family, with $16,500.00
equally invested in three separate funds.

W. Haddock, H. Hart, T Griess, T. Renner, J. Sawtelle, S. Schlei, L. Streyle, D.
McPherson, R. Warwick

V111.1 Publications
[Referred to Standing Publications]

Your Publications Committee met by conference telephone call on Saturday, 23
March 1996. At that meeting, the committee's activities for the year were reviewed and
some recommendations agreed upon.

1. MARKETING
We need to market the materials we produce for the denomination to the wider

Reformed world. Right now, for instance, the only version of the Heidelberg Catechism
available through Great Christian Books is published by the Christian Reformed Church.
If you have seen their modern translation, you will not be happy about this.

Your committee is going to recommend below that a special committee, or a sub-
committee of the Publications Committee, investigate how aggressively to market our
books. Dr. Edwin Elliot of the Christian Observer has offered his advise to us on this
matter.

One point he made — which will influence the way we price our books — is that
if we offer our books to outfits such as Great Christian Books, they will offer us at the
most 50% of the retail price. Therefore, we need to set profitable retail prices for our
books. This would be the official retail price which we would use as a starting point in
negotiating with retailers. We can then set discounted prices for members of the RCUS.

Dr. Elliot's formula — which the committee looked upon with favor — is that all the
costs of printing and shipping should represent 40% of the price we charge. Thus, if the
per unit cost of a book comes to $4.50, the retail price should be $11.25. We could then
discount the price by 50% for RCUS members and sell it for $5.65.

2. TEACHER'S GUIDE FOR THE CONFIRMATION WORKBOOK
We have been asked to publish a teacher's guide for the Confirmation Handbook.

The final text is not yet ready, but it will be completed this coming Synodical year. It will
be roughly the same size as the Workbook itself. Therefore, we suggest that we budget
$6,500.00 for this project.

Dr. Elliot of the Christian Observer has told this Committee that this Confirmation
Handbook is a unique publication of its kind. He suggested that an edition of the
Handbook geared at the wider Reformed world be published and aggressively marketed.
One member of the RCUS has expressed possible interest in financing this project.

3. REFORMED HERALD EDITOR
Your Chairman currently is Editor of the Reformed Herald. The Committee was
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kind enough to express generous approval of the job he is doing.

4. REFORMED HERALD
After talking to Arlo Mehlhaff, Editor of the Northwest Blade, your Committee

learned that the price per page has gone up from $98.35 last year to $50.40 this year.
Also, the number of copies we need each month has increased from 2,300 to 2,400.

5. REFORMED HERALD SUBSCRIPTIONS
As far as we can tell, it would be safe to keep the subscriptions at $7.25 a year.

However, you might want to consider charging a higher rate like $10.00 for non-RCUS
members.

6. REFORMED HERALD SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER
Great appreciation was expressed for the work of Rev. Frank Walker. The hope was

expressed that Synod would appoint him for another year.

7. ABSTRACT
Last year Synod adopted the following recommendation: "That the cost of printing

the 1995 Abstract be charged to the expense of the annual meeting." The Committee
approves of this policy and would hope it will be adopted this year as well.

8. RCUS CONSTITUTION
Last year the following action was taken by Synod: "That the printing of the

Constitution be deferred until 1996." Your Committee believes the time has come to
publish the Constitution. However, we believe it should be published in some form of
loose leaf format, allowing for pages to be replaced as the document is amended.

9. RCUS BOOK DEPOSITORY
Last year the Synod passed this recommendation: "That Joyce Parker continue to

receive a yearly honorarium of $250.00." We need to recommend this again for 1996.
Your Committee felt this is "slave wages." Your Committee will recommend a slight
increase in her honorarium as an acknowledgment (however inadequate) of the work she
puts in.

10. PAUL TREICK'S OLD AND NEW TESTAMENT WORKBOOKS
Rev. Treick has not submitted manuscripts to the Committee; therefore, there has

been no action taken. We understand that these manuscripts are not presently ready for
submission. We look forward to his manuscripts with great eagerness.

11. POSITION PAPERS
The Synod passed the following directive last year: "That the Permanent

Publications Committee gather all past position papers, along with adopted recommen-
dations on each position taken, and make copies available to distribute to ministers
and/or member-churches of Synod." This has turned out to be easier said than done.
Your Chairman spoke to Rev. Steve Work on this matter. He does not have all the
Synod's position papers. He believes there is a Synodical filing cabinet in Willows, CA,
which may have some of these papers.

There was no way to hunt down papers from all over the place. Also, this
mysterious filing cabinet is located far from where most of the Committee live. Rev.
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David Stark is probably the closest. We believe that the task was beyond the ability of the
Committee. We suggest a special archival committee needs to be set up to collate this
material. Perhaps this would meet with approval as the Synod wants to set up an RCUS
archives in Eureka, SD, in any case.

12. THE FUNCTION OF THIS COMMITTEE
It should be pointed out that the function of this committee is to print such literature

as Synod directs. Many people have approached me about the desirability of printing this
or that. For instance, your Chairman was even asked if our Committee could compile a
devotional book. These are not decisions we can make. These matters are handled by
the Synod. In general, materials are first presented to the Christian Education
Committee. The sole exception at this time is the Confirmation Handbook teacher's
edition. Even there, we are not going to print such a book. We are only recommending
to Synod that it authorize the printing. Our Committee is not involved in the writing of
this book. This is being handled by a team of ministers, assisted by Mrs. Colleen Dawn.

We should make it clear that our Committee is limited by whatever directives we
receive from Synod. However, we would point out that there is an established procedure
for presenting publishing projects to the Synod. During the year, manuscripts should be
presented to the Permanent Christian Education Committee. While it is legitimate for
Synod members to overture the printing of this or that when we meet (thus bypassing the
Christian Education Committee), we feel this is unwise. We also feel, as a general rule,
that manuscripts — even in rough form — should be available for review before Synod
approves their printing. However, we would suggest this as a guideline rather than a law
of the Medes and the Persians.

13. HEIDELBERG CATECHISMS
Mrs. Joyce Parker informs us that we have enough catechisms of all sorts to see us

through the coming year.

14. TRINITY HYMNALS
Your Committee has the authority to set the prices of our publications. With regard

to the new printing of the "blue" Trinity Hymnal, your Committee has set a retail price
of $20.00 and a discounted price to RCUS members of $10.00. As a matter of interest,
we have followed the formula given us by the Christian Observer. 1,622 hymnals were
printed. Cost of printing: $12,145. Cost of shipping: $799.60. Total cost: $12,944.60.
This boils down to $7.98 per hymnal. If $8.00 per copy represents 40% of the total retail
cost, the retail price of these hymnals is $20.00. A 50% discount for RCUS members
lowers the price to $10.00.

We wish to thank Rev. Steven Schlei for his hard work in arranging the printing and
shipping of this hymnal.

15. FINANCES
We thank the Synod Treasurer, Mr. Clayton Greiman, for compiling this report.

Expenses:
Printing 	 $18,408.59
Computer 	 87.50
Jones Workbook Refund' 	 310.00
Joyce Parker honorarium 	 250.00
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Postage 	 607.13
Publishing Committee 	 152.26
Reformed Herald	 10,561.78
Miscellaneous 	 7.00
Royalties 	 832.80
Telephone 	 112.57

Total Expenses 	 $31,329.63

Income
Aid To Heidelberg Catechism 	 $63.00
Confirmation Handbook 	 543.06
Directory of Worship 	 42.50
Heidelberg Catechisms 	 2,500.25
Jones Workbook 	 4,469.50
Postage 	 457.48
History of Eureka Classis 	 5.00
Reformed Herald 	 11,970.83
Treick Books 	 1,082.25
Churches and Other 	 10.004.01 

Total Income 	 $31,137.88

Note (1) Expenses on Jones Workbook. Some of those who made prepublication orders
of Jones Workbook asked for their money back. They said they would wait and order the
book when it is published.

16. RCUS ANNIVERSARY BOOKS
Your Committee was not involved with the writing or printing of this book. We note

from the report of the special committee that this book will be available at the Synod
meeting at a price of $13.85.

D. Dawn, S. Parks, D. Stark, J. Arendt, R. Schnabel, H. Schroeder

IX. Reports of Officers
IX.A. President's Report on the State of the Church
[Referred to Judicial]

Anniversaries are not of our making. History clearly shows that the Reformed
Church in the United States is solely the work of God's grace. By God's grace alone the
RCUS continues to exist and continues to preach and teach the same faith as did
Frederick the Pious, John Philip Boehm, and the leaders of the Eureka Classis.

What did the forefathers say about the state of the church at the first Coetus
(assembly, meeting) held in 1747 at Philadelphia, PA?

I can't help but believe that the thoughts of those men gathered 250 years ago and
of us gathered here today are most properly and beautifully expressed in the lines of an
old hymn of the Church:

Here I raise my Ebenezer;
Hither by thy help I'm come;
0 to grace how great a debtor
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Daily I'm constrained to be;
Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace:
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise

(Trinity Hymnal #400)

Or still better, in the inspired words of the prophet Jeremiah: "It is of the Lord's
mercies that we are not consumed, because his compassions fail not. They are new every
morning: great is thy faithfulness" (Lam. 3:22,23).

So on this 250th anniversary, let us first of all raise our Ebenezer and recount the
mercies and compassions of our gracious God and Father.

A review of the reports of the presidents of the Executive Committees of the Classes
reveals the following concerning the present state of the RCUS.

From Covenant East Classis
The state of our Classis is in many respects solid and strong. We are happy and

thankful that God has supplied His servants to minister in our two congregations that
have lost pastors during 1995. We also finished our examination of brother Jari
Saavalainen and look forward to the acceptance of Deaf Reformed Church of Bowie,
MD.

Each pastor is privileged to report that the word of God is preached with no
hindrance from Lord's Day to Lord's Day in all of our pulpits. The catechizing of the
youth and the teaching of the Bible are also carried on diligently, as is the care of the
flock through pastoral visiting and counseling. Our churches also seek various means of
outreach in their communities, and several report real growth in spiritual life and in
numbers as well.... Everyone of our churches faces the continuing inroads of secularism
in public education as it affects many of our youth. This makes thorough and lasting
catechetical training an ever more critical task, just when children are often less able to
learn through the influences of TV-watching and humanistic schooling. Congregations
are not always pleased with the decisions of Synod and our Classes. This is sometimes
because of their own traditional practices and at others because of the influence of non-
biblical ideas. We must be "wise as serpents and harmless as doves," as we seek to lead
our congregations in the way of life everlasting.

From Northern Plains Classis
The Lord has blessed the Northern Plains Classis. We rejoice that each of our

congregations is being supplied with an undershepherd from God, undershepherds who
are committed to Christ and boldly teach and apply the infallible, inerrant Word of God.
God has blessed the pastoral relationships within our congregations. The pastors freely
express their gratitude for the love and prayers of the members.... Several pastors have
commented on the spiritual growth of the people of God....

There are problems and challenges facing our congregations. Nearly all churches
report declining membership. Most of the growth is internal through smaller and smaller
confirmation classes. Most of our churches are in areas of elderly and declining
population and that is reflected also in our churches. Many of our members move away
and refuse to become actively involved in biblically-sound churches. We generally have
not been very effective in community evangelism.... Many of our churches are facing
severe financial difficulties. While some of these difficulties are a result of sinful refusal
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to give generously to the Lord, many of these difficulties result because the monetary
resources are not there.

Rev. Norman Jones (confronted with health problems) is retiring and will be seeking
ministerial aid this year. He has been a great blessing to the RCUS and our Classis for
many years.... We are deeply indebted to Rev. Norman C. Hoeflinger for his work in
Lincoln Valley. Although he is semi-retired, his work load certainly has not diminished.

We pray that God's "way may be known upon the earth and his saving health
among all nations." We are grateful for the Covenant Reformed Church of Watertown,
SD.... We welcome Rev. M. Koerner to the NPC and commit ourselves to pray and
support him and the congregation.... Their commitment to the Reformed faith
encourages us. We have faithfully sought to begin a church in Bismarck, ND, but it
appears that it is not in God's providence that such a congregation can be started now.

From South Central Classis
The parochial reports this year show the continuing emphasis upon preaching the

Word of God. The Word is being taught in catechism classes, Bible studies, Sunday
Schools, Heidelberg Youth Camp and elsewhere. Reaching the lost and counseling
troubled members of the flock were another major concern. Evangelism efforts were
carried out through the radio, newsletters, and other means. The older congregations are
concerned with aging members and retaining their youth, while the younger congrega-
tions are concerned because they do not have older members to serve as examples to
the young. In general, however, our congregations appear to be healthy and growing.

This is not to say there are no challenges or difficulties in the way. Sioux Falls is no
longer a mission church, having become self-supporting, but now they face the challenge
of either purchasing a suitable place of worship or building one. Rapid City has
completed a remodeling project on their building, thus expanding their seating capacity,
and now faces the challenge of filling those seats. Rock Springs is growing, with new
people in regular attendance. They, too, need a place to meet. Colorado Springs is also
growing, and its members are very active in the Christian community....

Four of our charges became vacant in 1995, one due to the death of a son of the
denomination, Rev. Peter Grossmann, who is and will continue to be sorely missed. The
other three are vacant because their pastors were called elsewhere.... The Executive
Committee of Classis and the Candidates and Credentials Committee have assisted these
consistories in their search for new pastors.

The Classis still has some important decisions to make concerning the work in
Mission, TX. This is not a typical home mission's endeavor.... Nevertheless, the
opportunity is there to evangelize a Spanish-speaking people who have lost hope in their
culture and the Roman Catholic Church.

From Western Classis
God has called us to serve Him, to labor for Him, to work in His harvest, in His

vineyard. "Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my
disciples" (John 15:8)....

God has enabled us to fulfill the great commission in our congregations of the
Western Classis. Let us give thanks to our gracious God and Father for all that He has
done....

Covenant Reformed Chapel, Chico, CA, has been ... searching for a pastor.... Six
men from within the RCUS were contacted as well as ... men outside the RCUS, but
none of these men were interested ... at this time. Elder David Helseth [is] maintaining
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the core group [during] the on-going search for a pastor.
Providence Reformed Church, Lodi, CA, received eight new members.... From

twenty-two baptized members when Providence Reformed became a Synod Home
Missions congregation in 1990, the church has grown to seventy-five baptized members.
By God's grace, at the end of this year, Providence Reformed Church will be self-
supporting, with no mortgage remaining on the church building!

Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto, CA, has been blessed. There were nineteen
children baptized in 1995 and six more in January, 1996.... God has added forty-nine
new members ... in the last year. Visitors are regularly in attendance who have been
invited to church by the members.... Seventeen children attend Thursday evening
catechism class. There are two youth groups, senior and junior, which meet for regular
study and fellowship.... Trinity Reformed was able to pay two private notes in the
amount of $8,000.00, and, with their own giving added to that of Synod, reduced the
total indebtedness of this Synod Home Mission congregation to about $167,000.00. That
is about half of the original purchase price!

First Reformed Chapel, Yuba City, CA, became First Reformed Church in May of
1995. In just a little over eight years God has increased the membership of First
Reformed from fewer than twenty to fifty-four baptized members.... This home mission
congregation experienced a serious budget deficit in 1995 due to several storms and
termites which required extensive repair work. Appropriate adjustments to their budget
are being proposed.

Covenant Reformed Church, Sacramento, CA, continues to provide oversight for
Covenant Reformed Chapel, Grass Valley, CA.... Ten communicant members have been
added to the rolls of Covenant Reformed Chapel since the arrival of Rev. Dennis Roe....
Average attendance at the Sunday morning worship service is fifty-eight.

The Consistories of Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield, CA, and Ebenezer
Reformed Church, Shafter, CA, joined in providing oversight of Grace Reformed of
Antelope Valley, Lancaster, CA. They meet monthly with Elder E. Zane Wood (and the
two deacons) at Tehachapi, CA, midway between Bakersfield and Lancaster. The
meetings are largely concerned with getting the church's financial house in order and
arranging pulpit supply. An overture for financial support has been submitted to Synod.

Rev. Robert Hargrove, pastor of the independent Sovereign Grace Reformed
Church, Spokane, WA, applied to be examined by the Western Classis and admitted into
the ministry of the RCUS. (His examination was not sustained. The Candidates and
Credentials Committee will continue to work with him towards eventual admission.)

After preaching God's Word and shepherding God's people in Grace Reformed
Church, Bakersfield, CA, for seven years, our brother, Rev. Lloyd Gross, has retired from
the gospel ministry. We have all been aware of our brother's health problems for a
number of years.... Our faithful God and Heavenly Father gave His servant ... 37 years
in the ministry of His Word. Rev. Gross is a lifelong member of the RCUS.... At the
annual meeting of Grace Reformed Church, the Consistory placed his name in
nomination for Pastor Emeritus. This motion passed without dissent, indicating the high
regard God's people have for [this] loyal and faithful servant.... Let us pray that God will
continue to raise up faithful men from among us to preach the unsearchable riches of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

The above certainly gives evidence that after 250 years, God's grace and mercy
continues to preserve and strengthen us in our resolve to remain faithful in preaching and
teaching the faith of our fathers.
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As reported above, our established mission works as well as the new ones are, by
God's grace, prospering. It is worthy of note that while one Classis Report laments the
fact that most of its churches are in areas of elderly and declining population, another
states that while older congregations are concerned with aging membership, the younger
congregations are concerned because they do not have older members to serve as
examples to the young. Is there not something to be learned here? Do we not need one
another? Has not "God set the members every one of them in the body, as it has pleased
him[?]. And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more those members of the body,
which seem to be more feeble, are necessary" (1 Cor. 12:18, 21, 22). How excellent it
would be if some, even many, of our older members were minded to retire to those
places where our mission works are located!

This past year saw numerous changes that affect the state of the denomination.
There were seven ministers who, upon accepting pastoral calls, were transferred from
one Classis to another. One minister was dismissed to the PCA. One minister, our
beloved brother, Peter Grossmann, went home to be with the Lord. Five elders were also
called to join the church above. This, coupled with the beginning of new works, left a
number of vacancies. Several of our congregations are or had been without pastors for
quite some time. In the providence of God, men are being raised up to fill these
vacancies. Special Classis meetings were held just prior to this Synod for the purpose of
examining ministerial candidates.

Some of the changes above and changes to come in 1996 result from the
retirement of a number of our ministers. Rev. Lloyd Gross and Rev. Norman Jones, after
many years of faithful service, and both experiencing health problems, have or will retire
from the active ministry. Our dear brother and esteemed father, the Rev. Norman
Hoeflinger, although only semi-retired (if it can, indeed, be called that) faces serious
health problems which may necessitate full retirement.

For many years we didn't give much thought to ministers growing older. In fact, we
even stopped using the address, "Esteemed Fathers," believing they had all passed on.
Now suddenly, it seems, many of us have or are approaching that category. Along with
those mentioned above, let us also remember and thank God for Rev. Jefferson Duckett,
Rev. Maurice Riedesel, and Rev. Robert Sander.

The above changes and retirements also present the denomination with some
important and crucial issues which will be addressed by this Synod, viz., ministerial relief,
subscription vows, and inter-classis examinations.

In view of the fact that a significant number of our ministers are getting on in age,
it is becoming more and more apparent that we will not be able to maintain the present
level of ministerial relief. This may very well mean a reduction in the amount of money
that retired ministers and their wives or widows now receive. The Permanent Ministerial
Relief Committee, as mandated by last year's Synod, has developed "biblical guidelines
for means testing that can be consistently applied to requests for ministerial aid." This is
bound to be a sensitive issue, but one that must be addressed. May God grant wisdom
and grace to make and accept the decisions that are made.

Subscription vows and the examination of ministers moving from one Classis to
another are somewhat interrelated. A strict form of subscription for both ministers and
elders is a safeguard against error and heresy. We must be mutually committed to hold
one another accountable. The apostle Paul warned the Ephesian elders that error and
apostasy would arise from among their own ranks (cf. Acts 20:29, 30). Holding ourselves
accountable through a strict form of subscription vows serves God and the Church.
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The examination of ministers moving from one Class's to another is another means
towards the same end. It, too, will make us accountable: to God, to the pure preaching
of His Word, to the flock which we pastor, and to our fellow laborers. Rather than taking
offense at being re-examined, we should be desirous of demonstrating that we are
workmen "that need not be ashamed, but rightly divide the word of truth, ready always
to give an answer to any man who asks a reason of the hope that is in us with meekness
and fear" (2 Tim. 2:15; 1 Pet. 3:15).

However, this practice is not consistently applied among us. The Constitution does
not give specific warrant for such examinations. Articles 28 and 87 are cited as a basis
but are far from clear with regard to the necessity, extent, and agents of said examina-
tions. Further clarification is needed.

Another matter that arises from the foregoing is the authority of position papers that
have been adopted by the RCUS. This is certainly at issue with regard to the split vote
of our Classes on the proposed constitutional amendment permitting only male
members, 21 years of age or who are heads of a household, to vote in a congregational
meeting. We have a position paper that stipulates this very thing (See Abstract 78:28).
Are such position papers merely pastoral advice or do they have binding authority?
Clarification is needed.

Because of the split vote on the voting issue, labels and reputations concerning
ministers and Classes are bound to arise, i.e., conservative, liberal, etc. I dislike bringing
this up, but I must. We have seen the same thing happen in other denominations,
including those orthodox and reformed. That is another reason why I believe that strict
subscription vows and inter-classis examinations will help to avoid such labels and
divisions.

A matter that is perhaps not as crucial as the above, but related nonetheless, is the
scarcity of copies of our Constitution and Directory of Worship among our people. How
can we hold them accountable when the vast majority have never seen, let alone read,
the Constitution or Directory of Worship? We must complete these revision/amendment
processes and get these documents published and distributed to the congregations. It's
time!

For 250 years our covenant God has demonstrated His faithfulness to us: that He
is "the same yesterday, today, and forever" (Heb. 13:8). It must truly humble us that we
have been so graced to be a part of His people, a part of the one holy Catholic Church,
"gathered, defended, and preserved unto everlasting life in the unity of true faith" (Heid.
Cat. 54). "There is one body and one Spirit, even as ye are called in the one hope of
your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above
all, and through all, and in you all" (Eph. 4:4-6).

God grant that we may be true to the faith of our fathers and like them, "earnestly
contend for the faith that was once delivered unto the saints" (Jude 3).

Respectfully submitted,
Vernon Pollema

IX.B. Stated Clerk's Report on the Minutes of Synod
[Referred to Finances]

Minutes
The 249th Synod made assignments in addition to the duties found in the
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Constitution, Rules of Order, and Standing Rules.
A) Correspondence with Dennis Carlson resulted in the destruction of RCUS

records in storage that were over seven years old, except those which have permanent
value. The remaining documents were forwarded to the Stated Clerk (1995 Abstract, p.
129).

B)A list of guidelines for the Standing Minutes of Classes Committee was prepared.
A copy was sent to each Classical clerk, and a copy was placed in the file for the standing
committee (1995 Abstract, p. 138).

C) The 1995 Abstract was dedicated to Dr. Cornelius Van Til (1995 Abstract, p.
145).

D)Synod budgeted $1,500 to purchase a lap-top computer with a modem and an
ink-jet printer for use by the Stated Clerk (1995 Abstract, p. 130). He was not able to find
equipment that is within the budget and also suitable to the tasks required of a clerk. He
who is satisfied with the quality, usability, and longevity of products which can be
purchased for the allotted amount might be a good nominee as your next clerk.

Abstract
The Abstract is our record of the preceding year and our resource for the future

years. To preserve the labors of our brethren, reports, recommendations, and motions
were printed in the form Synod received them. My son, Ian, was a valuable assistant in
proof-reading the copy.

Amendments
The decisions on the amendments proposed by the 249th Synod are as

follows:

ARTICLE Covenant
East

Northern
Plains

South Cen-
tral Western Ratified?

Article 2 Yes No i No Yes NO
Article 104 _ 	 Yes _ 	 Yes Yes Yes YES

Respectfully submitted,
Steven Work

IX.C. Treasurer's Report
[Referred to Standing Finances]

STATEMENTS OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES-CASH BASIS

	

January 	 January

	

31,1996 	 31,1995

ASSETS

CURRENT ASSETS:
Cash 	 0.00 	 47,343.00
Money Market Savings 	 202 418.97 	 100 072.30
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Total Current Assets	 202,418.97	 147,415.30

OTHER ASSETS:
Notes receivable unsecured 	 56,97422	 60,510.74

TOTAL ASSETS	 259,393.19 207,926.04

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

LIABILMES

FUND BALANCES
	

259,393.19 207,926.04

TOTAL LIABILMES
AND FUND BALANCES

	
259,393.19 207,926.04

The following notes are an integral part of the financial statements.

NOTE 1: SUMMARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES:

BASIS OF ACCOUNTING — The Reformed Church of the United States Synod
prepares its financial statements on the cash basis method of accounting.

FUND ACCOUNTING — Fund accounting, which consists of a self-balancing
group of accounts and in which is recorded cash received and expenditures paid,
is used by the Synod. In addition, revenue and the related assets are recognized
when received rather than when earned, and expenses are recognized when paid
rather than when the obligation is incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying
financial statements are not intended to present financial position and results of
operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting principles.

NOTE 2: NOTES RECEIVABLE — Notes receivable are recorded as an asset at the
time funds are advanced.

FUND BALANCES
Year Ended January 31, 1996

FUND
	

BEGINNING	 INCOME	 EXPENSE	 ENDING

MIN. RELIEF	 (17,248.75)	 90,580.03	 (83,680.00)	 (10,348.72)
STUD. AID	 (3,606.22)	 4,329.88	 (2,500.00)	 (1,776.34)
SYNOD DUES	 30,178.73	 26,457.68	 (24,537.12)	 32,099.29
HOME MISS.	 (59,952.10)	 156,734.66 (128,587.81) 	 (31,80525)
FOREIGN MISS.	 42,750.30	 13,035.53	 (13,600.00)	 42,185.83
GEN. PUB.	 38,530.74	 31,137.88	 (31,329.64)	 38,338.98
GEN. BENEV.	 (9,822.89)	 20,229.27	 (7,453.29)	 2,953.09
SEMINARY	 .00	 9,832.66	 (9,832.66)	 .00
DORDT	 .00	 4,907.57	 (4,907.57)	 .00
HOPE HAVEN	 .00	 4,015.69	 (4,015.69)	 .00
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DIACONAL 	 47,444.42 	 20,307.43 	 (26,546.13) 	 41,205.72
MIN. AID FUND 	 (4,534.46) 	 7,642.16 	 .00 	 3,107.70
BLDG. 	 49,983.57 	 .00 	 .00 	 49,983.57

	

DEBT REDUCTION 33,691.96 	 36,474.80 	 33,691.66 	 36,475.10
OTHER ASSETS 	 60,510.74 	 .00 	 3,536.52 	 56,974.22

TOTAL 	 207,926.04 	 425,685.24 	 374,218.09 	 259,393.19

LOANS RECEIVABLE

CHURCH 	 BEGINNING 	 PRINCIPAL INTEREST 	 ENDING
& RATE 	 BALANCE 	 PAID 	 PAID BALANCE

ST. JOHN'S 	 20,285.00 	 1,200.00 	 623.00 	 19,085.00
Lincoln 3%

TRINITY RCUS 	 20,000.00 	 .00 	 600.00 	 20,000.00
Sioux Falls 3%

RUSS. ORTHOD. 	 20,225.74 	 2,336.52 	 1,556.14 	 17,889.22
Cincinnati 7.5%

TOTAL 	 60,510.74 	 3,536.52 	 2,779.14 	 56,974.22

STATEMENT OF EXPENSES
January 31, 1996

Ministerial Aid:
Mrs. Amy Stevens 	 3,600.00
Mrs. Phyllis Grossmann 	 5,200.00
Rev. Norman Hoeflinger 	 7,200.00
Rev. Jefferson Duckett 	 14,400.00
Rev. Maurice Riedesel 	 6,000.00
Mrs. Calvin Stuebbe 	 9,600.00
Rev. Chester Ploeger 	 13,680.00
Rev. Robert Sander 	 14,400.00
Mrs. Robert Stuebbe 	 9,600.00

TOTAL 	 83,680.00

Student Aid:
Thomas Mayville 	 2,500.00 	 2,500.00

Synodical Dues:
250th Anniversary Committee 	 65.58
Abstracts 	 3,986.64
Annual Meeting 	 9,685.67
Christian Education 	 37.52
Define and Defend Committee 	 61.80
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Directory of Worship Committee 	 160.00
Dordt College Committee 	 139.60
Family Convention 	 52.39
Financial Audit 	 459.80
Home Missions Committee 	 1,362 21
Interchurch Relations 	 2,933.09
Ministerial Aid 	 107.70
Miscellaneous 	 722.33
Officer Remuneration 	 3,550.00
Postage 	 22028
RCUS Hymnal Committee 	 36.87
Right to Die Committee 	 60.41
Storage Rent 	 39.60
Supplies 	 184.47
Telephone 	 108.97
Vows and Consistory Committee 	 104.62
Women in Military Committee 	 457.57

TOTAL

Home Missions:
Covenant, Watertown, SD 	 14,047.91
First, Yuba City, CA 	 22,341.74
Grace, Rapid City, SD 	 26,083.37
Home Missions Building Debt Reduction 	 9,594.49
Providence, Lodi, CA 	 31,608.33
SHMC Committee Expenses 	 566.24
Trinity, Modesto, CA 	 19,183.33
Trinity, Sioux Falls, SD 	 5,162.40

TOTAL

Foreign Missions:
Kabeya Muana Pasua 	 1,800.00
Kishimba Kasantika 	 6,000.00
Mbayo Masangu 	 1,800.00
Rev. Abel Ntita 	 3,000.00
Zaire Publishing 	 1,000.00

TOTAL

24,537.12

128,587.81

13,600.00

General Publications:
Book Purchases 	 18,408.59
Computer and Accessories 	 87.50
Jones Workbook Refunds 	 310.00
Joyce Parker Honorarium 	 250.00
Postage 	 607.14
Publications Committee 	 15226
Reformed Herald	 10,561.78
Refunds 	 7.00
Royalties 	 832.80
Telephone 	 112.57
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TOTAL	 31,329.64

General Benevolence:
Blue Cliff, Karval, CO
Grace, Lancaster, CA
Texas Mission Work

TOTAL

1,08329
1,200.00
5,170.00

7,453.29

Seminary:
Mid-America Seminary	 6,112.44
WTS Escondido	 3,720.22

TOTAL	 9,832.66

Dordt College	 4,907.57	 4,907.57

Hope Haven	 4,015.69	 4,015.69

Diaconal:
Jari Saavalainen	 2,460.00

Oscar Porras (medical)	 170.00
Peter Grossmann (medical) 	 1,500.00
Rev. Peter Grossmann Fund 	 15,750.48
Yuba City Flood	 665.65
Zaire Church Building	 6,000.00

TOTAL	 26,546.13

Debt Reduction	 33,691.66	 33,691.66

Other Assets (transfer to Benevolence)	 3,536.52	 3,536.52

TOTAL EXPENSES	 $374,218.09

X. Report of Membership and Financial Statistics

[See Appendix]

Xl. Reports from RCUS Fraternal Delegates and Observers

Rev. Frank Walker reported as the delegate to the 62th General Assembly of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

Rev. Howard Hart reported as the delegate to the 166th Synod of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of North America.

XII. Addresses by Delegates, Representatives and Visitors

Rev. Jack Peterson brought greetings from the OPC.
Dr. E. Raymond Hemphill brought greetings from the RPCNA.
Dr. John Hu1st addressed the body in behalf of Dordt College and the Christian

Reformed Church.
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Mr. Marlowe Van Ginkel addressed the body in behalf of Hope Haven.
Rev. Herman Van Stedum addressed the body in behalf of Mid-America Reformed

Seminary.
Mr. Keith Vander Pol addressed the body in behalf of Westminster Theological

Seminary in California.
Rev. Cornelius Van Spronson brought greetings from the Canadian Reformed

Churches.
Rev. Dave Shank addressed the body in behalf of the Federation of Reformed

Churches and the Christian Observer.
Rev. Floyd Haan brought greetings from the PCA.
Rev. C.W. Powell addressed the body in behalf of Knox Theological Seminary,

Colorado Springs, CO.
The Clerk read correspondence from the Committee on Relations with Churches

Abroad of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated); Westminster
Theological Seminary, Philadelphia; the Calvin Synod, UCC; the Alliance of Reformed
Churches; the Fellowship of Uniting Reformed Churches in North America; the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia; and the Korean American Presbyterian
Church.

XIII. Reports of Liaisons
Rev. Maynard Koerner reported as the RCUS advisory member to the Dordt

College Board of Trustees. On motion it was determined that the Stated Clerk would
draft a letter expressing to the Dordt College Board of Trustees that the RCUS
encourages the Board to open its membership and employment to members of
denominations faithfully adhering to the Word of God and the Three Forms of Unity and/
or the Westminster Standards.

Rev. Don Vance reported as a member of the Board of Trustees of Hope Haven.
Rev. Herman Van Stedum reported as a member of the Board of Trustees of Mid-

America Reformed Seminary.
Rev. David Dawn reported as editor of the Reformed Herald. On motion this report

was referred to Publications.

XIV. Reports of Special Committees
[Recommendations as adopted, unless otherwise noted]

XIV.A. 250th Anniversary Celebration
As this 250th Synod of the Reformed Church in the U.S. convenes in worship and

business, your committee has fulfilled its mandate to prepare for this celebration.
The services and activities planned and recommended to the Executive Committee

of Synod are as follows: Opening worship (Monday evening, May 20) — Rev. Paul Treick
conducting the service and Rev. Robert Grossmann preaching the sermon. Both of these
men are sons of the RCUS, and in the case of Rev. Grossmann, a third generation pastor
in the denomination. Greetings and communications (Wednesday afternoon, May 22)
— before the supper break at a time set by Synod agenda. Anniversary worship service
(Wednesday evening, May 22) — Words of commemoration by Rev. Vernon Pollema,
President of Synod since 1990. Worship service conducted by Rev. Chester Ploeger;
Anniversary sermon by Rev. Norman Hoeflinger. Rev. Ploeger has a lifelong association
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with the RCUS, and Rev. Hoeflinger is presently the longest serving pastor. A time of
fellowship will follow the Wednesday evening service.

Preparations for the anniversary celebration were principally carried out by the host
pastor, Rev. Herman Van Stedum, and committee Elder Willis Schnabel, and the Eureka
Consistory and congregation. Our thanks to them for their hospitality and extra effort on
this special occasion.

Pre-Synod activities: A number of articles appeared in the Reformed Herald during
the course of the year, including five by Rev. Robert Grossmann on the history of the
RCUS. Rev. Grossmann also issued forty-five invitations and news releases to various
institutions and periodicals and for all local newspapers where there are RCUS churches.
At the committee's request, the Stated Clerk sent out letters of invitation and announce-
ment to forty-four Reformed denominations with whom we have interest and connection.
In addition, our civic leaders were informed of our anniversary with an invitation to share
in our celebration. These were the Governor, Senators and Congressman of South
Dakota and the President of the United States.

A Festschrift: A 240-page volume, You Shall be My People, edited by Rev. R.
Grossmann and Rev. N. Hoeflinger, and written by eight of the pastors of Synod whose
combined service in the RCUS totals over two hundred years, is available at this 250th
Synod. The chapter headings and authors are: "The Reformed (Calvinistic) Character
of the Early German Reformed Church in America" by Rev. Norman L. Jones; "The
Theology of the Eastern Church and Mercersburg" by Rev. Frank Walker; "The 1934
Merger" by Rev. Peter B. Grossmann and edited by Rev. R. Grossmann; "The History
of the RCUS since the 1934 Merger" by Rev. Robert Grossmann; "The German-Russians
and the Influence of Dr. H. F. Kohlbruegge" by Rev. Norman C. Hoeflinger; "The
Influence of Westminster Theological Seminary on the Reformed Church in the United
States" by Rev. Howard Hart; "Our Heidelberg Heritage" by Rev. Paul Treick; "Whither
the RCUS?" by Rev. Jim West.

Your committee expresses a special word of appreciation to Rev. Paul Treick who
prepared a camera-ready text for the printer, saving the RCUS a substantial amount in
printing costs.

Cost of publication of this hardcover book with dust jacket, printed by Pine Hill
Press, Freeman, SD, is $14,500 for 2000 volumes: 1000 to be at Eureka for sale at this
Synod, and 1000 to be sent to the Book Depository in Colorado. Cost of the book is
$13.85. Your committee suggests that those of you traveling by car to Eureka promote
the book in advance so that you can take back with you the pre-ordered books and thus
save the postage.

Your committee believes this anniversary volume is of great value to the members
of the RCUS and should be profitably read by all and in the possession of every RCUS
family. It is also of value to those interested in the history and stand of the RCUS and we
anticipate a healthy demand for this commemorative volume.

N. Hoeflinger, H. Van Stedum, R. Grossmann, W. Schnabel

Action of Synod: That Synod express its appreciation to all those who worked on and
contributed to the book, You Shall be My People.

XIV.B. Confer with Dordt College
Your committee has continued its work over the past year by visiting with RCUS
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students at Dordt College, by providing Bible study and worship meetings with them and
by meeting with the administration of the college on April 2, 1996. The committee met
with college president Dr. John Hu1st and Mr. Lyle Gritters, Vice President for
Development. All members of the committee were present, along with Rev. Maynard
Koerner, RCUS liaison to the Board of the college.

A meeting of the students with members of our committee was held early in the fall
of 1995, during which question and answers were handled. A worship service was held
during the fall semester for our students which was well-attended by them as well as the
usual group of about fifteen to twenty visitors. The RCUS again has about twenty
students at Dordt. We can again report that our students appreciate very much the
teaching they are receiving at the college, and that they again express some dismay at
a few particular things they ran into (see below).

Discussion with Dr. Hu1st and Mr. Gritters concerned the following:

1. As reported last year, the high cost of tuition and ease of depending on government
sponsored loans has led to many of the students graduating with large debts, many in the
range of $20,000. This saddles young couples with immense financial burdens. The
college administration is moving in the direction of seeking substantial endowment funds
which might be used as scholarships and tuition relief to help alleviate this problem.
Nevertheless, it seems that the problem will continue for some time.

2. Dr. Hu1st will retire in July of this year and be replaced by Dr. Carl Zylstra, a CRC
pastor from Orange City, IA. Dr. Hu1st will attend our Synod meeting this year and he
will attempt to get Dr. Zylstra to accept our invitation to visit in order to get acquainted
with us.

3. The matter of a faculty member questioning the positive decree of God concerning evil
was discussed. Dr. Hu1st assured us that he will investigate and that faculty subscription
to the creeds means that their teachings may not be violated.

4. Our recommendation for a survey course for orthodox Reformed theology has been
passed on to the General Education Committee of the college.

It should be remembered that Synod in 1995 referred to its Permanent Christian
Education Committee a recommendation about setting up a scholarship fund for RCUS
students at Christian colleges. This voluntary fund is to be distributed beginning in August
1996 according to criteria the Education Committee would send to Synod in 1996. Its
purpose would be to reduce the debt load of our graduates while encouraging them to
attend Christian colleges.

Recommendations:

1. [Referred to Standing Finances] That the guideline for giving to Dordt College be set
at $2.25 for 1996.

2. That the committee be continued.

R. Grossmann, D. Vance, J. Sawtelle, C. Greiman, D. DeBoer
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Action of Synod: That the Stated Clerk send Dr. Hu1st a note of appreciation for the
years he worked with us.

XIV.C. Consistory Outside Judicatory and Subscription Vows
The Task of the Committee

Recommendations 3 and 11 of the Standing Judicial Committee Report of Synod
present a threefold task to your committee. First, your committee's task is to study the
present subscription vows for the ministers of the Word, licentiates, elders, and deacons
to determine whether a need exists to warrant changing the language of the vows.
Secondly, your committee's task is to study the prudence of requiring the same form of
subscription to the confessions on the part of licentiates, elders, and deacons as is
required of ministers. Finally, the third task of the committee is to study the feasibility of
placing the "Consistory" outside of the list of judicatories in Article 49 of the RCUS
Constitution.

The first two tasks pertain to the subscription vows of the confessions by church
officers, and will constitute the first part of the committee report. The third task pertains
to a totally different subject matter regarding the nature of the "Consistory" and will
constitute the second part of the committee report.

The Subscription Vows of Church Officers
In carrying out its tasks, your committee reviewed several sources of information

and committee members were given assignments to further research the assigned topic.
The committee is indebted to the contributions made by former RCUS special
committees that have dealt with this subject as early as the mid-1960s. Materials were
submitted by Rev. Robert Grossmann and were especially helpful to the committee.
Many other documents were distributed to each committee member for study.

In order to adequately address the first and second task of your committee stated
above, it is necessary to note the historical background of the subscription vows in
Reformed churches and how the vows of Reformed churches have differed historically
from the vows of Presbyterian churches. The formula of subscription that is historically
Reformed was drafted by the Synod of Dordt (1618-19) and consists in the main of four
parts. First, there must be "a declaration of agreement with all points of doctrines" in the
confessions. Secondly, there must be "a promise to teach and to defend" all the
doctrines. Thirdly, the subscription vow must "promise to reject and refute all errors."
Fourthly, the subscription vow promises "to report doubts or changes of mind and
subjection to examination for just cause." (The Revised Church Order Commentary of
the CRC," Martin Monsma, Article 5, page 38.)

In contrast to the strict subscription vow of Reformed churches, the Presbyterian
churches by the Adopting Act of 1729 adopted a far less strict subscription formula.
Under the Presbyterian subscription vow, ministers could be ordained to church office
who might have a doubt or "scruple" about a particular statement in the confessions or
about a specific point of doctrine as long as it was deemed a doctrine that is not
"essential and necessary." A man may be ordained, "if the synod or presbytery shall
judge his scruple or mistake to be only about articles not essential and necessary in
doctrine, worship, or government. But if the synod or presbytery shall judge such a
minister or candidates erroneous in essential and necessary articles of faith, the synod or
presbytery shall declare them incapable of communion with them." (The Adopting Act
of 1729 of the Presbyterian Church.)
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The historical records of the Reformed Church in the U.S. clearly reveal that when
the Reformed Church was first established in the United States, the formula of creedal
subscription was patterned after the strict vow set forth by the Synod of Dordt in 1618-
19. The subscription formula did not allow office bearers to have exceptions or scruples
to any of the doctrines of the confessional standards. As the three congregations in
Pennsylvania were organizing under the Dutch Reformed Church, the church order
submitted to the Classis of Amsterdam in July, 1728, states that all "shall be kept
inviolate according to our best ability, in order that we may hold steadfastly to the
Heidelberg Catechism, all the formulas of unity and the Synod of Dordt, and neither we
nor our descendants shall be permitted to add anything thereto, to take anything
therefrom, or to act contrary thereto, nor to receive or to acknowledge any one as their
regular minister before such a one, as well as everything else, be submitted by the
Consistory of the congregations to the very Reverend Classis of Amsterdam or to their
delegates and approved by the same, and at all times the answer received shall be final.

"The preceding church order of our three congregations mentioned above shall be
read publicly each year to the whole congregation at the time of the installation of new
elders and deacons, and that they may adhere to it more firmly, the elders and deacons,
before they are installed, shall each year subscribe to it in their own hand-writing, and
shall then be properly installed in office in the presence of the congregation as we hereby
do." (From the "Constitution of 1748," Article 16.)

In the early 1700s the creedal subscription vow of the minister, elder and deacon
required each office-bearer to firmly adhere to the confessions unalterably in their own
handwriting. They must subscribe, not merely to the creeds as a system of doctrine, but
to all the statements and every point of doctrine.

As a member of the Classis of Amsterdam, the Coetus of Pennsylvania was
required to "sign the Heidelberg Catechism, and the Canons of the National Synod of
Dordt of 1618 and 1619, declaring that they with heart and soul are devoted to the same
and will hold to them unalterably."

So then, from the early history of the RCUS, it is evident that church officers were
bound to a strict subscription formula, not allowing for scruples on points of doctrine as
did the Presbyterian Church. The language of the early subscription vow in the Reformed
Church is essentially the same as the formula of subscription in the 1959 CRC Psalter
Hymnal, page 71. It reads as follows, "We, the undersigned ... do hereby, sincerely and
in good conscience before the LORD, declare by this our subscription that we heartily
believe and are persuaded that all the articles and points of doctrine contained in the
confession and catechism of the Reformed churches, together with the explanation of
some points of the aforesaid doctrine made by the National Synod of Dordrecht, 1618-
19, do fully agree with the Word of God."

The historical difference between the Reformed and Presbyterian subscription
formula must of necessity affect the choice of words in the creedal vow. The
Presbyterians must avoid the language that requires strict adherence to every point of
doctrine in the confessions. They must allow for exceptions or scruples regarding
particular points of doctrine. A classic example of the Presbyterian subscription formula
was adopted by the synod of New York and Philadelphia in 1788. Question two for
elders and deacons, licentiates, and ministers asks, "Do you sincerely receive and adopt
the confession of faith of this church, as containing the system of doctrine taught in the
Holy scriptures?" According to this language, an office-bearer may agree to the system
of doctrine and yet take exception to a particular point of doctrine, as Charles Hodge so
interpreted it. In writing an article for The Biblical Repertory and Princeton Review in
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1858, "he pleads for the interpretation that in receiving the Confession of Faith as
containing the system of doctrine taught in Scripture the subscriber does not profess
acceptance of every proposition but only of that which belongs and is essential to the
system of doctrine...." (Creed Subscription in the PCUSA, by John Murray.)

The creedal subscription vow for Presbyterian ministers adopted in 1788 by the
synod of New York and Philadelphia is essentially the same in most Presbyterian
churches today. The Presbyterian Church in the U.S., the Presbyterian Church in
America, and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church have all adopted a formula of
subscription that allows for exceptions or scruples in doctrines deemed not "essential and
necessary."

Although the RCUS began its early history with a strict subscription vow while
under the Dutch Reformed Church and continued for nearly 80 years, there was a
noticeable change in the subscription formula after the liturgical controversy of the
Mercersburg theology in the 1800s. Rev. Robert Grossmann, in a three-page report titled,
"The RCUS Form of Subscription for Ministers — Historical Considerations," gives
several examples of changes in the vows of RCUS ministers, making the subscription vow
less strict by the Mercersburg party. He further contrasts the reaction of the more
conservative Western wing of the Church in Ohio and the Northwest regions by adopting
a more strict subscription. His observations are as follows regarding the subscription
formula for ministers of the Word in the RCUS:

IV. The victory of the Mercersburg party in the liturgical controversy as well as the
reaction on the part of the conservative, more reformed, western wing of the church
is seen in the following comparison of the subscription vow from several liturgies
of the period of the controversy:

1. The 1841 German: "Nehmen Sie den Heidelberger Katechismus, als wesentlich
das in der Heiligen Schrift enhalten Christliche Lehrgebaude an?"
2. The 1841 English: "Do you receive the Heidelberg Catechism as substantially the
system of Christian doctrine taught in the Holy Scriptures?"
3. The Provisional (Mercersburg) Liturgy (1857): "Do you receive the doctrines of
the Heidelberg Catechism as flowing from the Bible, and answering to the proper
sense of the ancient Christian creeds?"
4. The General Synod (adopted after the controversy) of 1869: "Do you receive the
confessional system of the Heidelberg Catechism as being in harmony with the
Bible and the ancient Christian creeds?"
5. The 1871 Liturgy adopted by the Synods of Ohio and the Northwest in reaction
to the 1869 General ynod Liturgy and in which the introduction states clearly a
desire to be more in line with "the old Reformed" practices: "Do you, honestly and
truly, believe the doctrines of the Heidelberg Catechism to be in harmony with
those revealed in the Bible, and promise faithfully to expound and defend the same
in your ministry?"

A weakening of the strict subscription vow in the RCUS emerged as early as 1841,
when a minister was only required to "receive the Heidelberg Catechism as substantially
the system of Christian doctrine...." To receive it "substantially" as a "system" is
distinctly Presbyterian and left the door wide open for scruples about specific doctrinal
statements. Again, the Provisional (Mercersburg) Liturgy of 1857 required the minister
to vow to "receive the doctrines of the Heidelberg Catechism as flowing from the Bible"
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without requiring a hearty personal belief to preach and defend those doctrines. Later,
in 1869, the General Synod of the RCUS, after the Mercersburg controversy, adopted
yet another subscription vow that allowed for scruples to specific points of doctrine,
requiring that ministers merely "receive the confessional system of the Heidelberg
Catechism as being in harmony with the Bible and the ancient Christian Creeds."

In reaction to the General Synod's weakening of the subscription vow in 1869, the
Synods of Ohio and the Northwest returned to a more stringent vow, requiring that
ministers adhere not merely to a system of doctrine, but to the points of doctrine in the
Heidelberg Catechism and to faithfully defend the same.

Although the minister's vow had liberalizing tendencies from the mid to the late
1800s, the licensure vow that was adopted in 1846 retained its more strict form of
subscription until 1908. The 1846 licensure vow reads as follows: "We, the undersigned,
hereby testify that we honestly and truly hold the doctrines of the Heidelberg Catechism
to be the doctrines revealed to us in the Bible, and promise, moreover, faithfully to
preach and defend the same."

Rev. Robert Grossmann, in the report mentioned above, states, "This 1846 vow
follows and should be compared to the present less specific wording of the licensure vow
in our present Constitution which was adopted in 1908 and reflects the liberalizing
tendency which governed the church after the liturgical controversy." Our "present less
specific wording" of the licensure vow requires an acceptance of "the doctrine" not
"doctrines." By using the plural form (doctrines) the licentiate is bound to hold to all the
points of doctrine in the confessions, as opposed to "the doctrine" (singular) as a system
of truth.

The subscription vow for ordaining ministers in the RCUS remained the same from
1869 to 1969. The vow of the minister prior to 1969 read as follows: "Do you receive the
confessional system of the Heidelberg Catechism as being in harmony with the Bible and
the ancient Christian creeds?" An effort to arrive at a more strict subscription began in
1964 by a special committee to revise the RCUS Directory of Worship which was erected
by the Eureka Classis. At a committee meeting on February 1, 1966, the minister's
subscription vow was amended by the committee to read: "Do you honestly and without
reservation embrace the Heidelberg Catechism with the conviction that the same is an
exact summary of the system of truth of Holy Scripture, and do you promise to teach and
defend the same in good faith and reject all doctrines conflicting therewith?" This
subscription vow was adopted by the Eureka Classis in 1969 and is the vow used in the
ordination of ministers in the RCUS today.

In 1979 another special committee to investigate the subscription vow for ministers
was erected to study certain questions raised by Mr. Randy Argall. An overture was
submitted to the 69th Session of the Eureka Classis recommending that the second
question of the minister's vow be changed to read as follows:

a)Do you receive the confessional system of the Heidelberg Catechism as being in
harmony with the Bible? Answer. I do.
b) Do you promise that if at any time you can no longer accept the authority of
Scripture or the guidance of our confession, you will, on your own initiative,
promptly make known to your Consistory and Classis the change which has taken
place in your convictions since the assumption of this ordination vow?" Answer. I
do.

The special committee to whom this overture was referred recommended a
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modification of the subscription vow for ministers in a much more different form than
was submitted in the overture above. It endeavored to retain the originality of the 1969
formula, and changed the words "exact summary" to "accurate summary." It read as
follows: "Do you honestly and without reservation receive the Heidelberg Catechism as
an accurate summary of the system of doctrine contained in Holy Scripture, and do you
promise to teach and defend the same in good faith and reject all doctrines conflicting
therewith?"

The 1980 session of the Eureka Classis voted to defeat the special committee's
recommended amendment of the subscription vow, and to retain the original 1969
subscription formula. A study of the more recent history of the RCUS minister's
subscription vow reveals a desire to return to a formula of strict subscription, but not
successfully expressing the vow in language that is historically Reformed.

It is the findings of your committee that the present creedal subscription vows are
in need of change for the following reasons:

First, the language of the minister's subscription vow is ambiguous when it states,
"the same is an exact summary of the system of truth of Holy Scripture."

Secondly, there is a strange distinction in the minister's vow and the vow of a
licentiate. The minister vows to "teach and defend" the doctrines of the confessions,
while the licentiate vows to "preach and defend" the doctrines of the confessions.

Thirdly, by subscribing to the confessions with language such as "in harmony with"
or "in accordance with" the Holy Scriptures, the subscription vow is weakened and may
allow for exceptions or scruples as to the specific doctrines of the creeds.

The ambiguous language of the phrase an exact summary of the system of truth of
Holy Scripture in the minister's vow is due to a confusion of the historically Reformed
subscription formula with the Presbyterian subscription formula. The term "exact" in the
above phrase was an attempt to return to the strict Reformed subscription, requiring
ministers to agree that all the statements in the confessions fully agree with the Holy
Scriptures without exception. However, the phrase "summary of the system of truth of
Holy Scripture" is the language of the Presbyterian subscription formula, and is designed
to allow for exceptions on particular doctrines which are not "essential and necessary."

The minister's vow, as it presently stands, is not only ambiguous, but it is
contradictory. It is a contradiction to hold to the confessions as being in "exact"
agreement with the Holy Scriptures, and at the same time to say they are a "summary
of the system of truth," which would allow for scruples.

The confusion which has resulted from this contradiction of language in the
minister's vow was well expressed by an RCUS minister who said, "One pastor told me
that while some emphasize the word exact, he emphasizes the word summary in the
subscription formula to make room for problems."

It is, therefore, the consensus of your committee to recommend that the vows of all
church officers be amended to return to a more historically Reformed subscription vow
as was set forth in our earlier history and was patterned after the formula of the Synod
of Dordrecht 1618-19. The principle parts of the historically Reformed subscription vow
include the following:

1. A declaration of agreement with all points of the doctrines.
2. A promise to teach and to defend all doctrines.
3. A promise to reject and refute all errors.

The Reformed subscription vow should exclude Presbyterian language that allows
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for exceptions to particular points of doctrine. Such phrases as "a summary of the system
of truth," "in harmony with" and "in accordance with" are suggestive of a Presbyterian
formula of subscription.

The second task of your committee is to study the prudence of requiring the same
level of subscription to the confessions on the part of licentiates, elders, and deacons as
is required of ministers. Presently, there are different levels of creedal subscription in the
vows of church officers. The vow of the licentiate, elder and deacon is less strict than the
minister's vow. For example, the minister of the Word vows to embrace "the Heidelberg
Catechism with the conviction that the same is an exact summary of the system of truth
of the Holy Scriptures." On the other hand, elders and deacons are merely required to
"accept the doctrines of the Heidelberg Catechism as being in harmony with the
Scriptures." Also, the licentiates (much like the elders and deacons) are required to
"accept the doctrine of the Heidelberg Catechism as in accordance with the teaching of
the Holy Scriptures."

In undertaking this second task, your committee recognizes the need for some
variation of language in the subscription vows to allow for the diverse functions of each
church office. However, your committee does recommend that all church officers should
be required to hold to the same level of subscription. The grounds for your committee's
recommendation to have the same level of subscription is threefold.

First, having the same level of subscription promotes greater unity in the body of
Christ. The Apostle Paul said in 1 Corinthians 1:10, "Now I beseech you, brethren, by
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no
divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment." By having different levels of creedal subscription we are not being
perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. One way to insure
this unity of mind and judgment in our confessions is to have the church officers speaking
the same words in their vows — confessing that all the doctrines in the confessional
standards are in exact agreement with and faithful to the doctrines of the Word of God.
To make ministers of the Word vow to the "exactness" of the confessions, and then to
have other church officers vowing that the confessions are "in harmony with" or "in
accordance with" the doctrines of Scripture is not "speaking the same thing."

Secondly, there is a problem in having the licentiate's vow less strict and the
minister's vow more strict as it now exists in our present subscription vows. The problem
is that when a minister transfers into the RCUS from another denomination, he does not
subscribe to the more strict vow of the minister of the Word, but to the less strict vow of
the licentiate. In other words, he is not bound by the "exactness" of the confessions as
stated in the minister's vow. (See the RCUS Constitution, Art. 35.)

A third reason for requiring the same level of subscription for licentiates, elders and
deacons as is required of the minister of the Word is that this has historically been the
practice of both Presbyterian and Reformed churches. It was the practice of the RCUS
church in its very early church history.

Seeing, therefore, in the present subscription vows of RCUS church officers the
need to: a) remove ambiguous language in the second vow of the minister of the Word,
b) return to a more historically reformed formula of strict subscription, and c) place all
church officers' vows on the same level of creedal subscription, your committee makes
appropriate recommendations at the end of this report.

The Use of Consistory as a Judicatory
Your Special Synodical Committee on Subscription of Vows and the Use of

54 	 Abstract of the 250th Synod



Consistory as a Judicatory, as part of its deliberations, considered a document by Rev.
Paul Treick and Elder John Heerema entitled "Ruling Ecclesiastical Assemblies according
to the Church Order of Dordt," a letter from Rev. Robert Grossmann, and an analysis of
possible wording changes in the Constitution prepared by Elder Jon Stuebbe.

The committee was formed to consider the question of whether the use of the word
judicatory in the RCUS Constitution was used consistently and whether it was properly
used to refer to consistories in the exercise of their functions. Specifically, there was
concern expressed that the usage of the word implies a judicial process and that
consistories do not actually engage in judicial actions in any way. Only the Spiritual
Council, the Classis and the Synod act in a judicial capacity.

The committee considered both the history and current usage of the word
judicatory. (It is almost disingenuous to talk of current usage. Apart from our denomina-
tion, there appears to be no such usage.) It was quickly recognized that the root of the
word in question is what gives rise to the problem in modern usage, but it was also
apparent that the historical usage of the term did not create such a confusion. It appears
to have been previously clear that a body described as a judicatory could exercise both
judicial and other decision-making functions. The usage seems to have referred to a body
that makes judgments of many kinds rather than one that only holds trials and
pronounces verdicts.

The question then became: What shall we do about this problem?
First, the committee considered a significant rewriting of the entire Part II of the

Constitution and rejected that approach. It was believed that there was no problem of
actual confusion in the present usage significant enough to warrant such an amendment
process and that it would require a total renumbering of the entire remainder of the
Constitution — a sledgehammer to kill a fly.

Second, the committee considered language to rewrite nineteen separate articles
to adjust the language to refer to Ruling Bodies and Judicatories, and to use carefully one
or both of the descriptive terms in each case as the context seemed to require. In this
context it was also discussed to use the terms "Ecclesiastical Assemblies and Judicato-
ries." Both of these solutions were ultimately rejected as still requiring massive
amendment to the Constitution with little improvement in clarity or accuracy.

Finally, the committee considered a proposal to define carefully the meaning of the
term judicatory and to make only minimal changes in the Constitution necessary for
clarity. Since we are about the only ones using the word, it seems we will not be on the
Daniel Webster/William Safire hit list. This was the approach adopted by the committee.

Recommendations:

1. That the second vow for the minister of the Word in the Directory of Worship, page
43, be amended to read as follows: "Do you honestly and without reservation subscribe
to the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dort with the
conviction that all the articles and points of doctrine in the confessions are in exact
agreement with and are faithful to the doctrines revealed in the Holy Scriptures; and do
you promise to preach, teach and defend the same in good faith and reject all doctrines
conflicting therewith?"

2. That the second vow for elders and deacons in the Directory of Worship, page 58, be
amended to read as follows: "Do you receive the Holy Scriptures as being the inspired
Word of God; and do you honestly and without reservation subscribe to the Heidelberg
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Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dort with the conviction that all the
articles and points of doctrine in the confessions are in exact agreement with and are
faithful to the doctrines revealed in the Holy Scriptures; and do you promise as elder(s)
to teach and defend and as deacon(s) to promote and defend the same in good faith and
reject all doctrines conflicting therewith?"

3. That the first sentence of the formula for a licentiate in the RCUS Constitution, Article
22, be amended to read as follows: "I hereby testify that I honestly and without
reservation subscribe to the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the
Canons of Dort with the conviction that all the articles and points of doctrine in the
confessions are in exact agreement with and are faithful to the doctrines revealed in the
Holy Scriptures; and I do promise to preach, teach and defend the same in good faith
and reject all doctrines conflicting therewith."

4. That the second sentence of the declaration for a Teacher of Theology in the RCUS
Constitution, Article 38, be amended to read as follows: "You subscribe honestly and
without reservation to the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons
of Dort with the conviction that all the articles and points of doctrine in the confessions
are in exact agreement with and are faithful to the doctrines revealed in the Holy
Scriptures; and you promise to teach and defend the same in good faith and reject all
doctrines conflicting therewith."

5. That Article 49 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the United States be
amended to read:

Article 49. Judicatories, as used in this Constitution, may refer to a Consistory in
reference to non-judicial actions, and to the Spiritual Council, Classis, and Synod
in both judicial and non-judicial actions.

The judicatories are:
1. The Consistory
2. The Spiritual Council
3. The Classis
4. The Synod

They take cognizance only of ecclesiastical matters, and have authority to
require obedience to the laws of Christ and His Church and to discipline the
disobedient. Consistories do not adjudicate or have a judicial capacity. Only the
Spiritual Council, Classis, and Synod adjudicate in disciplinary and doctrinal
matters.

J. Merica, P Treick, H. Bowen, J. Stuebbe, J. Heerema, D. Helseth, W. Stricker

XIV.D. Directory of Worship
The Special Committee to Revise the Directory of Worship met once, February 28,

1996. This is the third year that this committee has worked on the revision of the
Directory of Worship.

Our work is not yet completed because last year the Synod appointed a special
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committee to formulate a subscription vow for licentiates, elders and deacons. That
proposed vow will be submitted to the Synod and our committee this year.

We are sending to each Consistory two copies (in draft form) of our so-far
completed work on the two versions of the Directory: The KJV Directory and the NKJV
Directory. The explanation on how to study our changes is given in the cover letter by
Rev. Grossmann. Please take the time to study the changes prior to coming to Synod.

Recommendations:

1. That a special "Proof-Reading Committee" be appointed to carefully read the
Directory revisions for grammar, punctuation and style consistency; and that this
committee report its findings back to our committee by July 1, 1996. We suggest that the
following persons be appointed to this committee: Messieurs W. Embree, J. Sawtelle, J.
Stuebbe and J. West. Others are also welcome to submit their corrections or comments
to us by the July 1 deadline.

2. [Referred to Standing Publications] That after July 1, 1996, we proceed to publish the
revised Directories in 4" x 6" page size as follows: 500 copies of the NKJV Directory with
a hardbound cover, and 100 copies of the KN Directory in spiral-bound, black cover
edition.

3. [Tabled] That after the publication of the Directories this committee be dissolved.

4. [See Action of Synod below] That the Form for Baptism of Adults, page 21 of both
versions be changed as follows: Replace "Do you the people of the Lord receive...?" with
"Do you the people of the Lord publicly welcome...?"

5. [See Action of Synod below] That the Form for Confirmation, page 47 of both
versions be changed as follows: Replace "Do you receive...?" with "Do you publicly
welcome...?"

6. That the Form for Public Profession of Faith, page 49 of both versions be changed as
follows: Replace the first rubric with "After an appropriate announcement of the names
of those who are to be publicly welcomed...."

7. That the Form for Public Profession of Faith, page 49 of the Modem Language
Version, be changed as follows: Replace the first promise with "Do you receive the Holy
Bible as being the inspired and infallible Word of God, and do you accept the doctrines
of the Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort as being in
harmony with the Scriptures?"

8A. [See Action of Synod below] That the Form for Public Profession of Faith, page 50
of the Modem Language Version, be changed as follows: Replace "Do you, the people
of the Lord, receive...?" with "Do you, the people of the Lord, publicly welcome...?"

8B.[See Action of Synod below] That the Form for Public Profession of Faith, page 50
of the Modem Language Version, be changed as follows: Replace "Answer: We do..."
with "And the congregation having been instructed previously shall respond: Thanks be
to God! We promise you our love, encouragement and prayers."
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9. [See Action of Synod below] That the Form for Public Profession of Faith, page 50 of
the Old English Version, be changed as follows: Replace "Do you receive this brother ...
congregation?" to "Do you, the people of the Lord, publicly welcome N into your
fellowship as a member of the body of Christ, and do you promise to encourage him
(her) in the Christian faith and help him (her) in doing the work of the Lord?"

N. Jones, D. Dawn, R. Grossmann, N. Hoeflinger, M. Olivier

Actions of Synod:

That the questions to the congregation in the Forms for Baptism of Infants, Baptism of
Adults, Confirmation and Profession of Faith be deleted.

That Synod adopt the changes and additions to the Directory of Worship in both versions
in their current form and that they be sent down to the Classes for ratification, and that
the committee be authorized to make final grammatical and punctuation corrections.

XIV.E. Family Convention
This is a dual report for the 1995 Committee which has concluded its business (a

wrap-up report) and the 1997 Committee which is laying the groundwork for the
upcoming family convention.

The 1995 Convention
The 1995 Convention was a great success by all accounts. Approximately 280

participants attended. The lectures by our guest speaker, Rev. George Scipione, were
excellent and well received by everyone. There were many requests to have Pastor
Scipione at a future convention. Thanks must also be given to the RCUS pastors who
presented excellent lectures, namely, C.W. Powell, Bob Grossmann, Norman Hoeflinger,
Dorman Savage, and Steven Schlei. Thanks is due to Harvey and Carol Opp for their
part in caring for the young children during the lectures. Though he could not attend, we
do thank our committee chairman, Ron Potter, for the diligent effort he made in laying
the groundwork for the convention.

It was the intention of the committee to audio tape the lectures from the
convention. Unfortunately, because of recording problems, only part of the lectures were
taped. We are still seeking to gather taped lectures from Bud Powell and George Scipione
to substitute for the missing talks. When this is complete, an announcement will be made
in the Reformed Herald so that these tapes may be purchased. We would suggest that
each church secure a set of tapes and make these available to your congregation. The
tapes are not copyrighted and so may be duplicated.

Marriages have resulted from past family conventions. Though your committee
obviously made no plans for this, and can take no credit for it, these are the kind of long-
lasting results we hope to see! Family convention is an excellent opportunity for young
people to meet others of like precious faith. Please, pastors and elders, promote the
convention in your congregation as a means to enhance denominational fellowship
among all our members, particularly our young people.

We are pleased to report that the 1995 Convention treasury ended in the black with
a healthy balance to fund operations for the 1997 Convention. Family Convention is self-
funding and thus there should be no expense to the Synod. All the money borrowed from
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Synod to make the necessary deposit for the convention was repaid to the Synod
treasury immediately after the conclusion of the convention. Even this report is being sent
without charge to the Synod.

1997 Convention
Planning for the next convention is underway. Because of the overwhelming

response of convention participants who wanted to hold the convention in two years
rather than three, the next convention will be held in 1997 rather than 1998 as originally
planned.

The next convention is scheduled at Snow Mountain Ranch near Granby,
Colorado. The facilities at Snow Mountain worked well for our needs in 1995, and we
believe will be even more suitable for the 1997 convention. We have reserved two lodges
for our use, Indian Peaks and Pinewood. Camping places also will be available for those
on a tight budget. Indian Peaks is a brand-new lodge. It was under construction at the last
convention and will be used for the first time in 1996. Indian Peaks has a large and
spacious conference room that will seat over 400 people. That will be our main meeting
room. NOTE THIS WELL — the date for our next convention is already set. Mark your
calendar for July 22-25, 1997 (Tuesday through Friday). We will begin in the afternoon
of July 22 and end with the noon meal on July 25.

The committee is soliciting suggestions for our guest speaker, RCUS pastors that
you would like to see speak, and topics. We have received the following suggestions for
speakers and topics thus far: Mark Futato, Robert Godfrey on the Psalms and Calvin on
the family, Steve Brown (?), Michael Horton, George Scipione, Steve Schlissel, George
Grant, James Kennedy, Jay Adams, James Dobson, Bob Needham and Marshall Foster.
Suggested topics include: evangelism, prayer, contentment, church history, family
communication, finances, evolution and creation, child training and discipline, covenant
theology, fellowship of Christians, Christian Reconstruction, Christian education, family
issues, roles for different age groups in the church, one's personal relationship with God,
women's role in the church, and marriage.

If anyone has comments on these suggested speakers or topics, or other desired
speakers or topics, please send them to the undersigned chairman as soon as possible.
Promote the convention in your church. We hope to reach our goal of four hundred
convention participants in 1997, and to accomplish that, we hope to see YOU there!

A deposit already has been made from our reserve funds to cover the initial room
reservation. Early in 1997, Snow Mountain Ranch requires that a substantial down
payment be made to continue holding our rooms. Whatever costs cannot be covered by
our reserves, we would request a loan from Synod at that time of whatever amount is
necessary to cover this deposit. This amount will be repaid to the Synod treasury when
the convention is ended.

Recommendations:

1. That all pastors and elders aid the committee in promoting the 1997 Convention
specifically by encouraging attendance, placing advance notice announcements in the
bulletins of the time of the convention, and noting forthcoming articles in the Reformed
Herald pertaining to the convention.

2. That suggestions for speakers and topics be forwarded to the committee chairman as
soon as possible.
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3. That the Synod loan funds to the committee when necessary to pay for the reservation
deposit and that these monies be repaid to the Synod upon the conclusion of the 1997
convention.

S. Schlei, D. Fagrey, S. Parks, F Walker, J. Savage, D. Maser, R. Gallimore, D. Monteath
and R. Honaker

XIV.E Women in the Military
This report proposes to show that there is no Scriptural warrant, either stated or

inferred, giving grounds for women to serve in the military. The procedure will be, first,
to examine the order of creation to show why women are not to be mustered out for
military service. Second, from texts of Scripture which deal directly with the mustering
out and equipping of God's people for military service, and with ensuing texts recording
the casualties among the people of God in battle, to show who actually is mustered out.
The outcome of this study will be to recommend a position for the Reformed Church in
the United States on the subject of women serving in the military.

The Order of Creation
In the creation of woman, God clearly spells out the relationship in which the

woman stands to the man. She is to be a "help meet" for him (Gen. 2:18). These words
refer to the woman as the counterpart of the man, one who is "opposite" or "over against
him." Adam had been working at his calling to dress and keep the garden and to give
names (i.e., classify) the animals before God made Eve as a helper for him (Gen. 2:15,
18-20). The woman is brought to the man by God to be his helper in his covenantal
work of dominion (Gen. 1:26). As such, though there is a mutual dependence upon each
other (1 Cor. 1:11), there is to be a subjection of the woman to the man (1 Cor. 11:9;
Eph. 6:22; Col. 3:18). Prior to the fall of man into sin the woman was led by the instinct
of her created nature to this submission. After the Fall the former peaceful coalescence
of the man and the woman had to be reinforced by positive law (Gen. 3:16) because of
the inevitable collision of wills to which sin now exposed the woman.

Therefore, by virtue of the creation order the role of the woman is defined as that
of a helper to man in his covenant calling. She is not called to be the primary agent in the
dominion task, but is called to help in it in a subordinate role to the man.

The Bible describes the outworking of this role of the woman more specifically in
terms of the home. She is the heart of the home. "Thy wife shall be as a fruitful vine by
the sides of thine house: thy children like olive plants round about thy table" (Ps. 128:3).
The phrase "by the sides of thy house" speaks of the inner part of the house. The sense
of the text here is that the woman leads a life that is entirely devoted to the happiness of
her husband and family.

This is further borne out by Proverbs 31. In Proverbs 31:10-31, the virtuous
woman is set forth as a very competent manager of household affairs and very capable
of taking over her husband's business affairs, if the need should arise, freeing him for civil
service (31:23). But even as her husband's help in business affairs she remains as the
heart of the man's home (cf. also 1 Tim. 5:14; Titus 2:4-5; 1 Pet. 3:1).

Clearly by order of creation the role of the woman in the work of dominion is more
directly related to the nurturing of children and the continuation of the covenant home
than the calling of men is. To this her disposition is ably suited. Peter refers, in a similar
vein, to the woman as the "weaker vessel" (1 Pet. 3:7). In her role as the heart of the
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home a woman is to be protected. Her life is to be protected and preserved by the self-
sacrifice of the man for her. His love toward her is a self-sacrificing love (Eph. 5:25) that
is patterned after the self-sacrificing love of Christ for his bride, the Church. As head of
the home, the husband is to preserve and protect his own wife in specific. But this
headship is also general as well. "But I would have you know, that the head of every
man is Christ; and the head of the woman is the man; and the head of Christ is God"
(1 Cor. 11:3).

By implication men in society ought to be self-sacrificing for the good and life of
women. This is borne out in 1 Timothy 5:8 — "But if any provide not for his own, and
specially for those of his own house, he hath denied the faith, and is worse than an
infidel" (emphasis added). And again in Exodus 22:22-24 — "Ye shall not afflict any
widow, or fatherless child. If thou afflict them in any wise, and they cry at all unto me, I
will surely hear their cry; and my wrath shall wax hot, and I will kill you with the sword;
and your wives shall be widows, and your children fatherless."

Thus Jesus, just moments before His death upon the cross, takes the care to
preserve and protect Mary, His mother, a task which he delegated to John and which
John willingly undertook (John 20:26, 27). Very clearly women in Scripture have special
rights to be protected from harm and danger, rather than to be exposed to it, including
the dangers of battle for which they, by calling, are unfit.

Moreover, the Bible is very clear on the distinctions to be maintained between men
and women. Differences in dress (Deut. 22:5, see below), and differences in hair length
(1 Cor. 11:14-15), reflect these distinctions. The Bible is also clear on how men and
women are to be treated. Men are to be self-sacrificing for women. Thus it is a shame for
the men of Israel to ask a woman to go to war with the army (Judg. 4:9, see below).

Clearly, in light of the foregoing, the order of creation calls the woman to be man's
helper in his covenantal task. She is governmentally subordinate to the man and by
calling, nature, and disposition ideally equipped to be the heart of the home. She is to
be preserved and protected from harm, and the man is to be self sacrificing to ensure that
she is. One would, therefore, expect that she would never be called to military service,
something borne out in what follows.

Those Mustered out for Military Service
In the period prior to the exodus from Egypt under Moses, there was no formal

military organization among the covenant people. Up to that point any military endeavor
was an ad hoc venture.

The principle account of this kind of ad hoc military venture appears in Genesis 14.
The kings of the vale of Siddim (v. 3) revolted from Chedorlaomer (v. 1, 4), under whose
vassalship they had served thirteen years. The following year, Chedorlaomer, together
with his allies (v. 5), came to punish the rebels, overpowered them and took the goods
and victuals of the conquered and returned home (vv. 10, 11). Included in the captives
was Abraham's nephew Lot (v. 12). In the account that follows there is a record of
Abraham's ad hoc military expedition to recover Lot, an expedition that resulted in the
recovery of all that was taken (v.v. 13-16). Those Abraham mustered for the expedition
were "trained servants" born in Abraham's house (v. 14). These were men practiced in
arms. Women were not mustered to serve in this military venture indicating adherence
to the order of creation.

In Exodus 7:4 God speaks to Moses concerning his commission to Pharaoh and
speaks of those he will bring out of Egypt in terms of "armies": "But Pharaoh shall not
hearken unto you, that I may lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, and
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my people the children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great judgments" (emphasis
added). The Hebrew word saba, translated as "armies" has reference to an army of
people. Elsewhere in the Old Covenant Scriptures the word refers to the "host" or armies
of heaven (1 Kgs. 22:19), celestial bodies (Deut. 4:19) or an arrayed army (Judg. 4:2).
Here in Exodus 7:14 the reference is to an army of men who would leave Egypt
organized (Ex. 6:26), able, equipped, and in full battle array (Ex. 13:18). This exodus of
the Lord's armies is recorded in Exodus 12:17,41, 51.

In the midst of giving Moses instructions for the erection of the Tabernacle, the
construction of its furnishings and the arraying and consecration of the priests to serve
in the tabernacle, God instructs him to number all the men of Israel above the age of
twenty for the purposes of collecting the atonement money. Exodus 30:11-16 says, "And
the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, When thou takest the sum of the children of Israel
after their number, then shall they give every man a ransom for his soul unto the LORD,
when thou numberest them; that there be no plague among them, when thou numberest
them. This they shall give, every one that passeth among them that are numbered, half
a shekel after the shekel of the sanctuary: (a shekel is twenty gerahs:) an half shekel shall
be the offering of the LORD. Every one that passeth among them that are numbered,
from twenty years old and above, shall give an offering unto the LORD. The rich shall
not give more, and the poor shall not give less than half a shekel, when they give an
offering unto the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls. And thou shalt take the
atonement money of the children of Israel, and shalt appoint it for the service of the
tabernacle of the congregation; that it may be a memorial unto the children of Israel
before the LORD, to make an atonement for your souls" (emphasis added).

This money collected was an atonement (covering) for the life of the men
numbered. It was given to prevent a plague from God (v. 12). In 1 Samuel 24 when
David presumptuously numbered Israel God struck Israel with a literal plague. But the
ransom money also stood as a type of redemption in Jesus Christ (1 Pet. 1:18). The
atonement money thus protects the men from harm and covers for their sins.

The Hebrew word for "number" is paqad. This word frequently translated "to
number" by the KJV translators means "to muster troops or ascertain available
manpower." It is also used throughout the prophets to mean "visit" or "punish." It is not
merely a census or counting up. The word "sum" (v. 12) speaks of counting. But the
word "number" is a visitation by God to see who is on the Lord's side, who will stand in
the army of the Lord. Those who pass over into the camp of the Lord are declaring
themselves to be on the Lord's side. It is this same word that will be encountered
frequently in the book of Numbers, a book that could well be renamed: The Book of the
Mustering of the Army of the Lord. Clearly this muster took in only men twenty years old
and upwards. No women were mustered into the armies of Israel. Only men twenty years
old and upwards were eligible to be soldiers. When the final accounting and number of
those mustered are given in Exodus 38:25-26, they are referred to, again, as men: "And
the silver of them that were numbered of the congregation was an hundred talents, and
a thousand seven hundred and threescore and fifteen shekels, after the shekel of the
sanctuary: a bekah for every man, that is, half a shekel, after the shekel of the sanctuary,
for every one that went to be numbered, from twenty years old and upward, for six
hundred thousand and three thousand and five hundred and fifty men" (emphasis
added).

Some four weeks after the completion of the tabernacle (cf. Ex. 40:17; Num. 1:1),
approximately nine months after the first mustering, Moses was again commanded by
God to number or muster Israel in the wilderness of Sinai. Numbers 1:2-4 reads, "Take
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ye the sum of all the congregation of the children of Israel, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, with the number of their names, every male by their polls; from
twenty years old and upward, all that are able to go forth to war in Israel: thou and
Aaron shall number them by their armies. And with you there shall be a man of every
tribe; every one head of the house of his fathers" (emphasis added). This mustering of
males from the various tribes numbered the same as the previous mustering. Numbers
1:44-46 continues, "These are those that were numbered, which Moses and Aaron
numbered, and the princes of Israel, being twelve men: each one was for the house of
his fathers. So were all those that were numbered of the children of Israel, by the house
of their fathers, from twenty years old and upward, all that were able to go forth to war
in Israel; even all they that were numbered were six hundred thousand and three
thousand and five hundred and fifty" (emphasis added).

What becomes very clear to this point is that in this mustering for military service
no women are mustered. God specifically states that the armies of Israel, those fit to be
soldiers, are to be men from the age of twenty years and upwards. Only the Levites were
excepted (Num. 1:47-49). This male-only muster constituted the army of Israel all
through the wilderness wanderings, the period of the Judges, and up to and including the
period of the monarchy.

The male-only muster is reinforced, in the period from Moses to the monarchy, by
several Scriptural truths.

Exemptions from military service are found in Deuteronomy 20:5-8 and 24:5. The
first is a man who was in the process of building a new house and had not lived in it for
any length of time. The second concerns a man who had planted a vineyard and not
eaten of it. The third concerns a man who has betrothed a wife or who is married under
a year. The fourth is a man who is fearful and fainthearted and who may weaken his
brother soldiers that they become fainthearted through his influence (cf. Judg. 7:3). The
purpose of these exemptions was that those involved in military service were to be single-
minded. The fact that these exemptions are given to men indicates again that the army
is male only. No exemptions are given to women because no women were mustered into
the army.

Concerning dress, Deuteronomy 22:5 says, "The woman shall not wear that which
pertaineth unto a man, neither shall a man put on a woman's garment: for all that do so
are abomination unto the LORD thy God." This text is commonly urged against cross-
dressing (transvestitism) and rightly so. But there is more here than initially meets the
eye. The phrase "that which pertaineth to a man" is translated "a man's things" by
Keil-Delitzsch. This phrase in turn is from the Hebrew word keli which is a noun denoting
equipment, containers, tools, etc., pertaining to or appropriate to a given service or
occupation. By usage keli is applied to a variety of things. For example, a soldier's
equipment (Judg. 18:16), baggage or carriage (1 Sam. 17:22), a musician's instrument
(1 Chron. 15:16), a builder's tools (1 Kgs. 6:7), jewels (Gen. 24:53) or vessels (2 Kgs.
12:13), etc. Much depends on the context to determine what the word keli refers to.
Military combat gear pertains to men only. In the Old Testament only men are mustered
for war and wore combat gear. Combat military gear is not to be worn by women. A
sanctified distinction is to be kept between the sexes. John Calvin offers this quote from
the heathen poet Juvenal in his commentary on this passage:

What shame can she, who wears a helmet, shew,
Her sex deserting?

Further, on the approach of an enemy, a conscription was made from the general
body, mustered according to how many men were actually needed for the forthcoming
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battle. The remaining men served in a supporting or reserve role (Judg. 7:4-8; 20:8-11).
Again, it is men who were conscripted for the forthcoming battle. This conscription was
under the direction of officers (i.e., the muster masters, Deut. 20:5). Decisions were then
made as to the organization of the army and who was in charge of the various units
(Deut. 20:9). Sometimes these decisions were made in advance (Num. 31:4).

The fact that the Bible refers to those who went to war against the Midianites in
Numbers 31 as "people" (v. 3) and as "children of Israel" (v. 9) does not argue for the
inclusion of women, for those who so went to war are spoken of as "men of war" (vv. 21,
28, 32, 49, 53). These men were paid out of the booty taken, a distinction being made
between the "men of war" and the rest of the congregation (Num. 31:27-41).

The wars in the Mosaic period up to the monarchy turned on strategy and the
taking advantage of the opportune moment rather than by the skillful disposition and
discipline of the forces arrayed for battle, as would be seen under the monarchy. But
nonetheless these border forays in Canaan consisted of men (Josh. 8:3; 10:7; Judg. 7:19,
24; 12:1ff., etc.). The frequent references in Joshua and Judges to "people of war" or
"children of Israel" given in the context of battle (Josh. 11:7; Judg. 3:27, 4:23, 7:19, etc.)
does not argue for the presence of women but rather is a generic reference to those men
previously mustered and conscripted.

The fact that Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite (Judg. 4:17), was instrumental in
the death of Sisera, a captain in the Canaanite army, does not argue for her presence in
the army or on the battlefield contrary to the order of creation; rather, Sisera was slain
when he fled from the battle to a place of relative safety (Judg. 4:11, 17). He was in fact
killed by a woman in a domestic setting removed from the battle (Judg. 4:18-22).

Moreover Deborah's presence with the army (Judg. 4:8, 10; 5:15) was not as a
military participant but as a prophetess who went with the commander of the army,
Barak (Judg. 4:5, 14), because he refused to go without her (Judg. 4:8). She accompa-
nied the army at the pleading of Barak but was not mustered or conscripted into it. Her
presence with the army, contrary to the order of creation, was a shame unto the men of
Israel (Judg. 4:9).

Under Gideon, when the Midianites and the Amalekites gathered in the Valley of
Jezreel to come against Israel (Judg. 6:33), Gideon, from four tribes (6:35) and with
assurances of God's help (6:36-40), collected 32,000 "men of the people" (7:3). This
number was reduced by sending home the cowardly men (Deut. 20:8) and by a means
appointed by the Lord (7:4), until three hundred men remained to go to battle (7:7-8).

In the period of Judges 19 and following, which is the period of Eli the High Priest
and Samuel the prophet of the Lord, Israel went out to battle against the Philistines on
two occasions, back to back. The casualty list shows that 4,000 men were killed in the
first pitched battle (1 Sam. 4:1-2) and in the second battle 30,000 footmen (Heb.: ragli,
men on foot, foot soldiers) were killed (1 Sam. 4:10). This same Hebrew word ragli is
also used in Exodus 12:37; Numbers 11:21; Judges 20:2; 1 Samuel 15:4 and in the
monarchical period in the context of war or battles to designate footmen (i.e.,
infantrymen). As Exodus 12:37 makes clear, these are distinguished from women and
children. The use of this word ragli clearly denotes that the soldiers, either arrayed for
battle or numbered as casualties, are men, not women.

In the intertribal war between Jephthah the Gileadite and Ephraim, it was men of
Ephraim who confronted Jephthah (Judg. 12:1) and it was men of Gilead who fought
them (12:4). In the war between Israel and the Benjamites, over the murder of the
Levite's concubine, Israel mustered 400,000 "footmen that drew the sword" (Judy. 20:2),
out of which a conscription of men was made (20:10-11, 17). When demands by Israel
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for the surrender of the murderers were rejected, Benjamin mustered 26,000 men along
with 700 men from Gibeah. Within this mustered army were 700 male specialists (20:15-
16). The casualty list of the ensuing battles reveals that it was male combatants that were
killed (20:21, 25, 31, 35, 39, 44-46). Throughout the entire account of this battle it is
men who are involved.

In summary, during the period from Moses to the monarchy, there is no direct
biblical precept including women in the military nor can this be justly inferred from an
examination of those who were mustered and conscripted, and the casualty lists. Only
men saw military service, in harmony with the order of creation.

With the advent of the monarchy there also arose the custom of maintaining a
body-guard for the king, which formed the nucleus of a standing army. Whereas under
the period from Moses to the monarchy the military organization of Israel was a militia,
now a standing army is formed under the kings. Initially when the future king of Israel,
Saul, fought his first pitched battle with the Ammonites in defense of Jabesh-Gilead, he
called forth the militia which was the military organization then in place. This consisted
of men (1 Sam. 11:7-8), those previously mustered. However, after two years of actual
reign, Saul established a body-guard consisting of men numbering 3,000(1 Sam. 13:1,
2; 14:52; 24:2). Prior to his accession to the throne, David retained a band of 600 select
male soldiers (1 Sam. 23:13; 25:13), to which he later added men of the Cherethites and
the Pelethites (2 Sam. 15:18; 20:7). The forces of both Saul and David served as an
active group of professional, first-response male soldiers. Initially there was nothing
contrary to the nature of the military organization of Israel under God in this. But this
soon changed under David.

In 1 Samuel 8, Samuel had predicted the results of Israel's rejection of God as King
of Israel and its desire for a king like other nations (i.e., statism). Samuel predicted that
such a king would form a standing army by drafting the sons of Israel into it. 1 Samuel
8:11 says, "And he said, This will be the manner of the king that shall reign over you: He
will take your sons, and appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his
horsemen; and some shall run before his chariots" (emphasis added).

Instead of a general muster and specific conscription, as had been the case from
Moses to the monarchy, from the time of the monarchy on there would be an enforced
draft with men being ordered from their homes into a professional standing army. But
one thing was to remain the same: the army was to be composed of sons, not daughters.
Daughters, under the monarchy, were drafted only for domestic duties (1 Sam. 8:13), not
for military duty. They did serve "the state" but not as soldiers in the army. Thus, though
the monarchy moved more along the lines of the humanistic state, women did not serve
in the military. This will be seen upon further examination of the military under the
various kings.

Samuel's prediction was fulfilled under David. David determined to hold a
peacetime muster and create a standing national army reserve (2 Sam. 24:1,2; 1 Chron.
21:1, 2). Against the opposition of Joab, and under the instigation of Satan (1 Chron.
21:1), this was done. The results showed approximately 1,500,000 men fit for duty (cf.
1 Sam. 24:9 and 1 Chron. 21:5). No women were mustered under David. This reserve
army no longer followed tribal lines but cut across these lines and divided the army into
administrative districts consisting of 24,000 men in each district who would be called
upon to serve one month of military duty (1 Chron. 27:1-15). The balance of the
mustered but undrafted men formed a militia still organized along tribal lines (1 Chron.
27:16ff.) This rash action on David's part to conduct a peace time muster was cut short
because of God's judgment (1 Chron. 27:24). But as Samuel predicted, a professional
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reserve army became the norm throughout the monarchy. It appears to have been left
in place and not undone by God, as an act of judgment. But, however much this national
standing army reserve became the norm under succeeding monarchs, it did not consist
of women. Only men were numbered or mustered.

Under Solomon, the mustering begun by David was completed when he numbered
the foreigners and remnants of conquered nations among the Israelites and put them into
civil service (2 Chron. 2:17-18). But he kept separate Israeli "men of war" (1 Kgs. 9:21,
22), those previously mustered by his father David.

In Rehoboam's assembly of soldiers to war against Jeroboam, an attempt thwarted
by command of God, the Scriptures declare that he assembled 180,000 "chosen men"
(1 Kgs. 12:21).

In Abijah's confrontation with Jeroboam he arrayed for battle an army of 400,000
"valiant men" while Jeroboam came on the field with 800,000 chosen "mighty men of
valor" (2 Chron. 13:3). The casualty lists reveal that Israel suffered 500,000 men killed
(2 Chron. 13:17).

Asa, in his war with Zerah the Ethiopian, had an army on hand from Judah and
Benjamin that consisted of 580,000 men.

Jehoshaphat had a standing army in addition to those in garrison totaling
1,160,000 men at arms (2 Chron. 17:12-19).

Ahab's muster to confront the Syrians is stated to be 7,000 children of Israel
(fighting men, army: d. v. 19), with the young men of the princes (i.e., their body guards)
declared to be 232 (2 Kgs. 20:15).

Amaziah from Judah and Benjamin has a standing army of 300,000 "choice men,"
as well as mercenaries hired out of Israel, consisting of 100,000 men (2 Chron. 25:5, 6).

Under Uzziah 307,500 well-armed fighting men could be brought into the field
under 2,600 officers (2 Chron. 26:11-15).

Pekah, King of Israel, attacked Judah and the casualty lists show that 120,000
"valiant men" of Judah were slain (2 Chron. 28:6) by his armed men (28:14).

At the time of the Babylonian captivity, on the list of those taken to Babylon, are
"mighty men of valor," all those strong and apt for war (2 Kgs. 24:14-16).

From this survey of the period from the monarchy to the captivity what emerges is
the unmistakable conclusion that women did not participate in the military affairs of
either Israel or Judah. They appear neither on the lists of those assembled and arrayed
for battle nor on the casualty lists. However much the affairs of Israel and Judah took a
statist turn for the worse under the monarchy, as Samuel predicted, women were not
mustered or drafted into military service. The order of creation was adhered to.

As 2 Kings 24:14-16 makes clear, all the men capable of war were taken into
captivity and only the poorest of the land remained. Under Ezra and Nehemiah, and the
return from captivity sponsored by their former captives, no military muster was
conducted. The accounting in Ezra 2 is a genealogical registering, not a mustering for
battle (Ezra 2:61, 62; Neh. 7:5).

However, when Sanballat and his co-conspirators came to fight against the
reconstruction of Jerusalem (Neh. 4:7-8), Nehemiah mustered men from the nobles,
rulers and the people (Neh. 4:14) together with his personal retinue (Neh. 4:16), which
consisted of men (2:12). This "home guard," reminiscent of the militia of the pre-
monarchical period, did not consist of women.

Little more can be discerned from Scripture on this period as to who constituted the
make-up of the military. Progressively, in moving closer to the New Covenant period, the
Roman military system dominated. However, during the inter-testamental period, the

•
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system adopted by Judas Maccabeus appears to be in strict conformity with Mosaic law,
meaning no women were involved in the military.

Following this inter-testamental period, the discipline and arrangement of the army
was gradually assimilated to that of the Romans. But up to and including the inter-
testamental period the order of creation was not violated.

During the period in which our Lord was incarnate and during the period in which
the New Covenant books were written, Israel lay under Roman occupation and her kings
served as vassals of Rome. However, the New Covenant Scriptures do say that those
under Herod's command were "men of war" (Luke 23:11), thus indicating that even
under Roman occupation the army under Herod was composed, as it always had been
throughout the Old Covenant period, of men.

A study of the composition of the Roman military is not germane to this particular
study, though every New Covenant indication is that it was composed of men only (Matt.
8:9 [Luke 7:8]; Mark 15:39 [Luke 23:47]; Acts 10:1; 21:37-40; 23:22-23, etc.).

Further, since no musterings or casualty lists of God's people are recorded in the
New Covenant Scriptures, as in the Old Covenant Scriptures, no help can be found from
that quarter.

The New Covenant references to a Christian as a soldier are used metaphorically
of being a good soldier of Jesus Christ. Interestingly enough, this metaphor is applied
only to Timothy, a man, in his labor as a minister of Jesus Christ (2 Tim. 2:3, 4; cf. also
1 Tim. 1:18). This indicates a consistent application of the Old Covenant Scriptures, that
soldiers are men while women are the heart of the home (cf. 1 Tim. 5:14; Titus 2:4, 5).
This consistent application is not disturbed when in the book of Revelation the armies
that accompany the Lord, who ride on white horses clothed in white linen, are identified
in Revelation 17:14 as the "called, chosen and faithful"; in other words, Christians. If in
this passage the armies of the Lord are comprised of both men and women seated with
Him in heavenly places (Eph. 2:6), this symbolic representation of Christ overcoming His
enemies cannot be applied to women serving in the military.

Conclusion
While much of this study has been drawn from the structure of the military under

the Old Covenant economy, and while New Covenant believers are not bound to every
particular of the Old Covenant military structure, there is an obligation to discern the
wisdom given unto us in the Scriptures pertaining to it. We must not attempt to be wiser
than God in the establishment of a godly culture and ignore the wisdom He gives,
particularly as it pertains to the issue of women serving in the military. Your committee
concludes that no biblical warrant expressed or inferred can be found that either
authorizes or permits nations to conscript women into the military, or which authorizes
or permits women to serve in combat roles. On the contrary, just the opposite is
warranted. Namely, that women are the heart of the home and their equipping and
disposition is in terms of that high and holy calling, a calling in which they are to be
preserved and protected.

Recommendations:

1. That the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States adopt the following
position: "The 250th session of the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States,
upon due examination of Holy Scripture in both the Old and New Testaments, finds no
biblical warrant for women serving in enforced military service, but on the contrary, finds
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that women are to be protected from enforced military service that they might fulfill their
calling and duties under God as set forth in the order of creation. Further, women are not
to serve in combat roles."

2. That member churches of the Reformed Church in the United States make this study
available to its members as a part of teaching the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27;
2 Tim. 3:16, 17).

3. That this Committee be dissolved.

R. Potter, H. Hart, N. Riffert, W. Embree, D. McPherson

XV Reports of Standing Committees

[Recommendations as adopted, unless otherwise noted]

XV.A. Benevolence
Recommendations:

1. That the overture of the Northern Plains Classis requesting Synod to study ways of
providing group health insurance for ministers and their families be referred to Standing
Nominations to appoint a committee if it sees fit, in order to determine the feasibility of
denominational group health care.

2. That Synod provide Grace Reformed Church of Lancaster, CA, with benevolent aid
in the amount of $1,750.00 per month, beginning January 1, 1997.

3. [Take note) That Synod take note of the Permanent Diaconal Ministries report.

4. That a guideline for MARS be set at $2.00, and that this be referred to Standing
Finances.

5. That a guideline for Hope Haven be set at $2.00, and that this be referred to Standing
Finances.

6. That a guideline for Westminster Theological Seminary in California be set at $2.00,
and that this be referred to Standing Finances.

7. That a guideline for Diaconal be set at $0.00, and that this be referred to Standing
Finances.

8. That the $1,600.00 requested by the Blue Cliff Community Reformed Church to have
Mr. Thomas Mayville serve as a summer intern be granted.

9. That Mrs. Amy Stevens be granted $300.00 per month from Diaconal Ministries.

10. That the $2,400.00 requested by the South Central Classis for rental of a place of
worship for the work in Mission, TX, be granted.
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11. That a guideline for General Benevolence be set at $0.00, and that this be referred
to Standing Finances.

G. Sawtelle, S. Parks, J. Saavalainen, J. Arendt

XV. B. Ecumenical
Recommendations:

1. That our Interchurch Relations Committee meet with Rev. Hulst of the Christian
Reformed Churches to discuss relationships with that communion.

2. That the RCUS Interchurch Relations Committee and the OPC Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations continue discussing essential theological issues
which separate our denominations. These talks should determine which differentiating
issues are essential and which should be a matter of liberty of conscience, and how those
issues which are essential Scriptural disagreements might be resolved.

3. That the RCUS offer one-year subscriptions of the Reformed Herald to all OPC
ministers at the reduced subscription price that our members pay ($7.25); a notice to be
placed in the New Horizons.

4. That the RCUS discuss the feasibility of Synod meeting concurrently with the OPC
General Assembly in 1998.

5. That the Interchurch Relations Committee carry through its intention to support the
request of the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America for membership in the
International Conference of Reformed Churches.

6. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee pursue contact with the
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico.

7. That the Foreign Ministries Committee investigate the possibility of being present for
an assembly (synod) of the Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire (ERCZ) to represent
the RCUS.

8. That the RCUS seek a delegate to the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
(Liberated) for its Synod meeting this year that would incur the least possible expense.

9. That we continue contact with the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church as
observers.

10. That the RCUS send one observer to the 1998 Canadian Reformed Synod.

11. That an observer attend the Presbyterian Church in America's General Assembly if
feasible, i.e., that we receive an invitation and that there be inexpensive travel available.

12. That the RCUS send an observer to the next meeting of the Federation of Uniting
Reformed Churches in North America, if we are invited.
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13. That the IRC respond to the Alliance of Reformed Churches' request, conveying our
continued interest and willingness to participate in their meetings as observers.

14. That the following amendment to Article V, section 3, of the NAPARC Constitution
be adopted:

Admission to, suspension from, restoration to (after suspension),  and termination
of membership shall be proposed by recommendation of the Council to the
member churches by two thirds of the ballots cast end this proposal recommenda-

tion must then be approved adopted within three years by the two
thirds of the major assemblies of the member churches. A proposal to suspend or
terminate the membership of a member church may be initiated only by a major
assembly of a member church. A suspended church may send delegates to
meetings of the Council but they shall not vote nor may that church be represented
on the Interim Committee. 

15. That the RCUS instruct its delegates to the next meeting of NAPARC to vote against
the request for admission to membership by the Evangelical Presbyterian Church.

16. That the RCUS make plans to have a delegate at the International Conference of
Reformed Churches at its meeting in Korea in 1997 and that $500.00 be set aside for
that purpose in this year's budget.

17. That the RCUS Interchurch Relations Committee investigate the Reformed
Presbyterian Church General Assembly as to its Reformed character with a view to
possible further contacts.

18. [Defeated] That the IRC study the possibility of establishing relationships with various
Reformed churches at differing levels of fellowship as well as formulate guidelines and
a philosophy of ecumenical relationships with respect to when and how the RCUS will
pursue contact with other denominations.

19. [Referred to Standing Finances] That $6,000.00 be budgeted for Interchurch
Relations Committee business (not including recommendations 3 and 7).

20. That a) the IRC draft a letter of greeting to the Calvin Synod (UCC) that is currently
meeting in Ligonier, PA, and send this letter to Joseph Posta to be publicized among
those brethren, and b) that the IRC send a communication to the Magyar Synod of the
Hungarian Reformed Church in recognition of their one hundredth anniversary
celebration to be held in New Brunswick, New Jersey, beginning September 15, 1996.

21A. [Take note] That the Synod take note of the fact that Dr. Jack White has agreed
that his signing of the document "Evangelicals and Catholics Together" was unwise, and
admits he should have consulted with the Board of Geneva College before taking such
action, and has withdrawn his signature from that document.

21B. That the IRC continue to correspond with the RPCNA concerning the matter of
women serving as deaconesses, specifically addressing the qualifications mentioned in
1 Timothy 3:11-12.
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22. That, if feasible, the IRC send an observer to the twentieth annual General Assembly
of the KAPC to be held June 18-21, 1996, at King of Prussia, PA.

23. That a) the RCUS not accept the invitation of the CRC to begin talks toward
establishing fraternal relationships between our denominations, and b) that the chairman
of the IRC write a letter to Dr. John Hu1st expressing our appreciation for this request and
our desire to decline the invitation.

J. Merica, S. Schlei, M. Olivier, M. Peery, D. McPherson

XV.C. Education and Student Aid
Recommendations:

1. That Synod provide full tuition and textbook expenses for Mr. John Sawtelle to attend
Westminster Theological Seminary in California.

2. That the Synod budget $2,500.00 in student aid for Mr. Tom Mayville for the 1996-
1997 academic year.

3. [Take note] That Synod take note of the Permanent Christian Education's Report and
its recommendations 1-3.

4. That the Permanent Christian Education Committee be instructed by Synod to
develop a list of material used by our churches for teaching from the survey done in 1995
(1995 Abstract, p. 26).

5. That the Permanent Christian Education Committee be directed to investigate Knox
Theological Seminary of Colorado Springs to see whether it can be recommended to
Synod as an approved seminary for students of the RCUS.

6. That Synod rescind the action of last year's Synod to establish a college scholarship
fund.

7. [Take note] Concerning the overture from South Central Classis recommending that
several individuals be assigned the task of developing Sunday School curriculum for
specific age groups, take note.

D. Roe, J. Savage, C. Ochsner, C.W. Powell, J. Honeck

XV.D. Excuses
Recommendation:

That excuses be granted to the following delegates who were absent from all or part of
the 250th Synod, according to their requests: Robert Boyne, Alexander David, Leroy
Dewald, Chris Fellersen, Mark Fisher, Lloyd Gross, Charles Henson, Norman Hoeflinger,
David Maser, Jean McClay, Norman Mehlhaff, Floyd Meidinger, Don Monteath, Michael
Newman, Cornell Ochsner, Fred Peery, Sam Powell, Steven Richert, Dorman Savage,
Steven Schlei, Jim West.
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H. Bowen, C. Ploeger, N. Mehlhaff, F Meidinger

XV.E. Finances
Recommendations:

1. That the travel expenses of delegates to the 250th Synod of the RCUS be paid. Total:
$12,288.47.

2. That the travel expenses of Mr. Tom Mayville, student under care, be paid in the
amount of $70.00.

3. That Mr. Chuck Snyder be paid an honorarium of $900.00 for his services in signing
for Rev. Jari Saavalainen.

4. [Take note] Regarding the suggestion from the Stated Clerk's report regarding an
email directory for Synod, take note that a paper for recording email addresses is being
circulated. [Those interested in obtaining the RCUS email directory may obtain it from
Elder Jeff Jones atjljones@lightspeed.net — Stated Clerk.]

5. That the Debt Reduction guideline be set at $10.00.

6. [Take note] Take note that congregations are encouraged to give their fifth Sunday of
the month offerings to the Debt Reduction Fund.

7. [Defeated] That the name of the Ministerial Aid Fund be changed to the "Retirement
Endowment Fund."

8. That $7,642.16 be transferred from the former Pastor's Relief Fund to the Ministerial
Aid Fund (investment).

9. That the Treasurer of Synod be empowered to make transfers from the Ministerial Aid
Fund automatically.

10. That monies in the Debt Reduction Fund be used to zero-out the deficit in the
Ministerial Relief Fund ($14,883.14) and that the remainder be placed in the Home
Missions Fund ($21,808.48).

11. That Standing Rule #5 be amended as follows: change 20c to 22C, 16C to 20, and
k to 2¢; and further, that Standing Rule #6 be changed from 16c to 20¢.

12. That the Stated Clerk be authorized to sign the deed to transfer the 4.25 acres of
property from the RCUS to Providence Reformed Church of Rock Springs, WY.

13. That Standing Rule #8 be amended by raising the Stated Clerk's honorarium to
$1,000.00.

14. That $850.00 be budgeted for the Stated Clerk to purchase additional printer
memory, software and a flatbed scanner.
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15. That 10% of the honorarium paid to the Stated Clerk ($100 at this time) be budgeted
for the Stated Clerk to use for secretarial help.

16. That the Dordt College guideline be set at $2.25.

17. That the Synodical Dues guideline be set at $5.90.

18. That the Ministerial Aid Fund guideline be set at $15.00.

19. That a budget of $3,000.00 be set for the Interchurch Relations Committee.

20. That a loan of up to $10,000.00 at 3% be made available upon request to
Providence Reformed Church of Rock Springs, WY, for a term of five years; and that this
loan be taken from the Synodical Building Fund.

21. Guidelines for 1996-1997:

Debt Reduction $10.00

Synodical Dues , 5.90
Home Missions 44.00

Foreign Ministries 8.00

Ministerial Relief (for retired pastors) 31.45
Diaconal Ministries 0.00
Publishing 2.20

Benevolence 0.00

Student Aid 4.00

Ministerial Aid Fund (investment) 15.00
Dordt College 2.25

Hope Haven 2.00

Mid-America Reformed Seminary 2.00
Westminster (CA) 2.00

TOTAL (per communicant) $128.80

P Treick, N. Jones, C. Greiman, R. Dockter, J. Stuebbe, D. Fagrey

XV.E Judicial
Recommendations:

1. [Defeated] That a special committee be established consisting of three pastors and two
elders to study the authority and effectual implications of the positions and resolutions
adopted by the Synod and bring recommendations to the 251st Synod of the RCUS.
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2. [Defeated] We would urge that individuals desiring to engage in letter writing
campaigns to affect votes outside their congregations or Classes, or Classes sending
correspondence informing other Classes of the outcome of their voting on matters also
before those Classes, consider beforehand whether this be in violation of the spirit of
Article 31 of the Constitution of the RCUS and of 2 Corinthians 10:4 and restrain
themselves accordingly. Matters pending before a judicatory ought to be deliberated at
an appropriate meeting of that judicatory's ordained leaders (Acts 15:6).

3. [Defeated] We would advise the Reformed Herald Editor and Advisory Committee
that the purpose of the Reformed Herald is to positively set forth the glorious teachings
of God's Word to the edifying of God's people and to the extension of His kingdom all
to His glory rather than provide a forum for a polemic debate among brethren.

4. [Defeated] That Article 35 be amended by replacing "as to his orthodoxy and the
purity of his intentions" with "in English Bible, theology, ecclesiastical history,
herrneneutics, the original languages of the Scriptures, historical philosophy, apologetics,
all matters relevant to our standards and his personal ability to serve the Church as
pastor".

5. [Ruled out of order] That Article 35 be amended by adding after "he has" and before
"received" the words "been examined as to his orthodoxy and the purity of his intentions
and".

6.That Article 87 does not preclude. a Classis from examining a man as to his orthodoxy
and the purity of his intentions.

7. That Article 89 of the Constitution of the RCUS be amended by replacing the word
"adoption" with the word "ratification."

8. [Take note] Concerning an overture from the Consistory of Peace Reformed Church,
Loveland, CO, requesting that the change in the subscription vow to the Three Forms of
Unity not be passed and presenting reasons for this, take note.

9. [Take note] Regarding a letter from Peace Reformed Church, Napoleon, OH,
concerning women voting in congregational meetings, their willingness to abide by the
decision of Classis on this issue and their concern over having no copies of the report to
study prior to its coming to the floor of Synod, take note.

10.That Article 4 of the RCUS Constitution be amended by adding ", Belgic Confession
and Canons of Dort" after the words "Heidelberg Catechism" and before the period.

11.That Articles 3 and 185 of the RCUS Constitution are unaffected by the adoption of
the new vows for members because the Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession and
Canons of Dort are a summary of the truths of the gospel.

R. Potter. H. Van Stedum, R. Sander, D. Maser, D. Stelpstra
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XV.G. Ministerial Aid
Recommendations:

1. That the Synod adopt the proposed means testing questionnaire to be used with all
requests for ministerial relief.

2. That all requests for ministerial relief must come through the Classis of which the
applicant is a member, and that Classes shall use the means testing questionnaire and
recommend to Synod an amount of relief for each specific case.

3. That the target date for the use of this questionnaire be the 1997 annual Synod
meeting (the questionnaire must accompany all requests for relief at that meeting).

4. That the use of this questionnaire retroactively include those individuals who are now
receiving ministerial relief.

5. That ministerial relief be provided to those requesting it this year at the following
amounts:

a. Mrs. Vivian Stuebbe — $800 per month
b. Mrs. Marie Stuebbe — $800 per month
c. Rev. Jefferson Duckett — $1,200 per month
d. Rev. Robert Sander — $1,200 per month
e. Rev. Norman Hoeflinger — $600 per month
f. Rev. Chester Ploeger — $900 per month
g. Rev. Maurice Riedesel — $500 per month
h. Mrs. Phyllis Grossmann — $800 per month
i. Rev. Norman Jones — $1,200 per month

6. That the request of Amy Stevens be referred to the Standing General Benevolence
Committee (Rev. Stevens had been erased from the roll of ministers of the RCUS for
failure to attend meetings or communicate excuses, and we believe this aid should be
given, but that it should be given as general diaconal aid).

7. [Referred to Standing Finances] That the Synod establish a guideline for giving for the
Ministerial Aid Fund at $15.00 per communicant member for the next year, with the
possibility of increasing this guideline in 1997 after the need for the debt reduction
guideline has been fulfilled.

8. That the Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee be instructed to publicize the need
for wills and bequests to the Ministerial Aid Fund, and prepare a plan to promote the
Ministerial Aid Fund without the use of guidelines and to distribute this information to the
individual congregations.

J. Sawtelle, R. Grossmann, T. Griess, W. Haddock, R. Spitzer

Action of Synod: That information regarding the current status and contributors to the
Ministerial Aid Fund be published in the Reformed Herald on a quarterly basis.
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XV.H. Minutes of Classes
The minutes of our Classes which this committee examined demonstrate attention

to accurate recording and careful preserving of the business of the Classes. The men who
served as clerks are to be commended for their effort: Ron Potter (Covenant East), Dale
Clark (Northern Plains), Warren Embree (South Central) and Paul Treick (Western).

Recommendations:

1. That the minutes of the eleventh annual meeting (March 11-12, 1996) of the Northern
Plains Classis be approved, noting one irregularity, namely, on page 9 a verbal report
was "adopted." It seems unusual to adopt a verbal report because there is no record of
a report submitted orally.

2. That the minutes of the special meeting (May 15, 1995) and the eleventh annual
meeting (March 13-14, 1996) of the Covenant East Classis be approved without
exception. We noted two typographical errors: on page 2 of the Contents and in
Document #1.

3. That the minutes of the eleventh annual meeting (March 4-6, 1996) of the South
Central Classis be approved without exception.

4. That the minutes of the eleventh annual meeting (March 19-21, 1996) of the Western
Classis be approved without exception.

S. Work, C. Fellersen. W. Stricker, H. Hieb, W. Brice

XVI. Missions
Recommendations:

1. That the following statement be added as #3 under the heading "Missionaries" in the
handbook: "No committee member shall be an active Synod-funded home missionary.
In the event a SHMC member takes a call as a home missionary, he shall resign effective
at the Synod meeting immediately following the acceptance of said call."

2. That the second and third sentences be deleted from #6 under the heading
"Financial" in the handbook.

3. That the matter of an RCUS Internet site be referred to the Executive Committee for
further consideration.

4. That the base salary for 1997 be raised by $1,000.00 (this raise would set the
beginning salary scale at $22,000.00 with $300.00 increases for each year of service
through the twentieth year).

5. That the support for First Reformed Church of Yuba City, CA, remain at 50% for
1997.

6. That $20,000.00 be included in the 1997 budget for starting new works.
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7. That the Synod adopt the following budget for 1997:

Modesto Yuba City Rapid City Watertown
Salary	 $28,000	 $28,000	 $28,000	 $28,000
Utilities	 2,500	 2,500
Housing	 5,000	 5,000	 6,300
Health Ins.	 2,500
Less Classis Support 	 -8.325
Subtotal	 35,500	 38,000	 28,000	 25,975

65%-23,075 50%-19,000 25%-7,000
Advertising	 L000	 k000	 L000
TOTAL	 $13,425	 $20,000	 $21,000	 $26,975

For starting new works — $20,000.00.
The total proposed budget for 1997 is $101,400.00.

8. That the Synod commend the Western Classis for helping First Reformed Church of
Yuba City.

9. That we continue the support of Rev. Kishimba and the two elders until this matter can
be handled through the church in Zaire in a way agreeable to both sides, and that we
support the Kinshasa work through its Finance Committee.

10. That representative(s) of our FMC travel to Europe and possibly to Zaire to confer
with our partners and assess the work.

11. That the Foreign Ministries budget be as follows:

Zaire Work
Elder/Pastor Support
Kinshasa aid
Publishing of materials for Zaire
Building and diaconal aid

$10,000
6,000
2,000
6,000

Committee Expenses
Travel to Europe/Zaire
Committee expenses in U.S. 

3,000
1 000  

TOTAL	 $28,000

12.That the overture from Providence Reformed Church, Lodi, CA, concerning an email
received from Kurt Schimke be referred to the Synodical Foreign Ministries Committee.

13. That the overture from Northern Plains Classis requesting Synod to consider placing
Hope Reformed Church of Pierre, SD, on the roll of Home Missions churches and to
consider at what level Synod would provide support in cooperation with the NPC be
referred to the Synodical Home Missions Committee.

14. That the overture of South Central Classis seeking advice on the work in Texas be
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referred to the Synodical Home Missions Committee.

15. That the request for aid for the mission work in Texas be referred to Standing
Benevolence.

D. Savage, N. Riffert, D. Clark, C. Henson, E. Zane Wood, D. Krein

Action of Synod: That Synod request each congregation to hold a special offering on the
Day of Prayer and that these offerings go to Yuba City to reduce its building debt.

XV.J. Nominations
Recommendations (Underlining indicates convener. Asterisks denote deacons):

Permanent Committees

Archives 	 J. Stuebbe, F. Walker, R. Grossmann, R. Spitzer

Board of 	 H. Van Stedum, J. Stuebbe, D. Clark, W. Schnabel
Trustees

Christian 	 S. Parks, H. Hieb (3 years)
Education in the 	 D. Fagrev, J. Johnson (2 years)
Church 	 N. Jones, D. Zoeteway (1 year)

Diaconal 	 P Treick, J. Saavalainen (3 years)
Ministries 	 L. Gagnon,* F Tedesco* (2 years)

G. Sawtelle, W. Schnabel, J. Ochsner* (1 year)

Editorial 	 D. Savage (3 years)
Advice 	 J. Sawtelle, A. Rau (2 year)

J. West (1 year)

Executive 	 V. Pollema, J. Stuebbe, F. Walker, R. Spitzer, R. Lopez

Foreign 	 J. Merica, D. McPherson (3 years)
Ministries 	 H. Opp, L. Goeke (2 years)

R. Grossmann, D. Zoetewey (1 years)
Diaconal liaisons: G. Sawtelle, J. Ochsner*
Zaire contact minister: P Treick

Home 	 J. Sawtelle, N. Riffert (3 years)
Missions 	 C. Fellerson, D. Maser (2 years)

D. Clark, D. Roe, A. Rau, A. Stache (1 year)

Interchurch 	 R. Potter, F Meidinger (3 years)
Relations 	 T Jorgensen, D. Stelpstra (2 years)

N. Hoeflinger, E. Ochsner (1 year)
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Ministerial
	

S. Work, H. Bowen, D. McPherson, M. Burbach* (3 years)
Relief
	

H. Hart, T. Griess, J. Stuebbe, T. Renner* (2 years)
W. Haddock, C.W. Powell, L. Streyle* (1 year)

Publications 	 W. Brice, J. Huber (3 years)
D. Stark, H. Schroeder (2 years)
D. Dawn, J. Arendt (1 year)

Special Committees

Confer with Dordt
College

Directory of Worship

Family
Convention

R. Grossmann, D. Vance, M. Koerner, C. DeBoer, C.
Greiman

N. Jones, N. Hoeflinger, D. Dawn, R. Grossmann, M. Olivier

S. Schlei, D. Fagrey, S. Parks, R. Honaker, J. Savage, D.
Maser, R. Gallimore, D. Monteath

Group Health Insur- 	 D. Dawn, H. Hart, G. Sawtelle, M. Newman
ance

H. Opp, D. Vance, L. Kroells, A. Mehlhaf, R. Mettler

XV.K. Overtures
Recommendations and Referrals:

Excuses from delegates were referred to Standing Excuses.
Requests for Student Aid were referred to Standing Education and Student Aid.
Requests for Ministerial Aid were referred to Standing Ministerial Aid.
Financial matters were referred to Standing Finances.
Requests for Benevolent Aid were referred to Standing Benevolence.
Proposed amendments to the Constitution and requests for interpretation or clarification
of its articles were referred to Judicial.

10. Communication from Western Classis regarding benevolent aid to Yuba City —
Missions

11. Information from Mr. Kurt Schimke — Missions

12. Overture from South Central Classis requesting funds for renting a place of worship
for the mission work in Texas — Missions

13. Request from South Central Classis for advice on the work in Texas — Missions

15. Overture from South Central Classis regarding assigning individuals to write Sunday
School curriculum for various age groups — Education and Student Aid
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18. Overture from Northern Plains Classis regarding health insurance for ministers —
Benevolence

27. Overture from South Central Classis regarding taking possession of and preserving
the archives of the late Rev. Peter Grossmann — Publications

28. Overture from South Central Classis regarding publishing the Heidelberg Catechism
with NKJV Scripture texts — Publications

29. Overture from Western Classis regarding letter writing campaigns — Judicial

33. Overture from the Loveland Consistory regarding subscription vows — Judicial

35. Request from Providence Reformed Church, Rock Springs, WY, that Synod transfer
a 4.25 acre parcel to the local congregation — Finances

37. [Take note] Communication from South Central Classis regarding the Reformed
Resource Center — read on the floor

38. [Take note] Communication from Western Classis regarding the election of Rev.
Lloyd Gross as Pastor-Emeritus of the Bakersfield congregation — read on the floor

39. [Take note] Communication from the Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD,
regarding the 250th Anniversary Celebration — read on the floor

43. Overture from the Napoleon Consistory regarding the manner in which reports and
recommendations are dealt with — Judicial

44. Communication regarding the one-hundredth anniversary of the Hungarian
Reformed Church — Ecumenical

45. Overture from Northern Plains Classis requesting that Hope Reformed Church of
Pierre, SD, be considered for home missions — Missions

57. Overture from Rev. C.W. Powell requesting the Synod to direct the appropriate
committee to determine whether Knox Theological Seminary, Colorado Springs, CO,
should be approved as a recommended seminary for students for the ministry of the
RCUS — Education and Student Aid

58. Correspondence from the Synodical IRC to the RPCNA regarding women in office
and the RPCNA's resolution concerning "Evangelicals and Catholics Together" —
Ecumenicity

64. [Take note] That the Synod be aware that the 249th Synod accepted the invitation
of the Covenant Reformed Church, Sacramento, to host the 251st Synod.

M. Koerner, T. Jorgensen, R. Lopez, J. Johnson, M. Newman
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XV.L. Publications
Recommendations:

1. That the retail price of RCUS publications be set according to the following formula,
unless exceptions are deemed wise: the total production and transportation cost per unit
will represent 40% of the retail price. RCUS members will receive a 50% discount.

2. [Referred to Permanent Publications] That a teacher's guide for the Confirmation
Handbook be published, that $6,500.00 be allocated for this purpose and that upon
completion and approval by the Permanent Christian Education Committee approxi-
mately 500 copies be printed by the PPC.

3. [Ruled out of order; see below] That the Rev. David A. Dawn be elected as the editor
of the Reformed Herald and that he be given an honorarium of $1,000.00 per year, and
that Standing Rule 8 be amended.

4. That the Northwest Blade, Inc. be engaged to print and mail the Reformed Herald at
a price of $50.40 per page per month for 2,400 copies.

5. That subscriptions to the Reformed Herald remain at $7.25 for RCUS members, and
$10.00 for non-RCUS members.

6. That Mrs. Joyce Parker oversee the RCUS Book Depository with an honorarium of
$300.00 per year.

7. That the cost of printing the 1996 Abstract be charged to the expense of the annual
meeting.

8. That the PPC be instructed to print 2,000 copies of the Constitution in loose-leaf form
and that $4,000.00 be allocated for this project.

9. [Take note] That the PPC continue to consult with Rev. Paul Treick about the printing
of the Old and New Testament workbooks.

10. That a Permanent Archives Committee be erected to assemble the position papers
of the RCUS and prepare a manuscript to be presented at the 251st Synod, and that they
take possession of and preserve the archives of the late Rev. Peter Grossmann.

11. That new manuscripts submitted for publication be submitted to the Permanent
Christian Education Committee before being recommended to Synod for printing unless
exceptions are granted.

12. That Rev. Frank Walker continue as subscription manger of the Reformed Herald for
the next year.

13. [Take note] Concerning Mrs. Joyce Parker's request for printed copies of the Three
Forms of Unity, take note of the publication of Paul Treick's I Believe and David Stark's
translation of the Belgic Confession.
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14. That the PPC aggressively market RCUS publications outside of the denomination.

15. That the PPC seek a person and place for the RCUS Book Depository.

16. [Referred to Permanent Publications] That when ratified Synod proceed to publish
the revised Directories of Worship in 4" x 6" page size as follows: 400 copies of the NKJV
Directory with a hardbound cover, and 200 copies of the KJV Directory with a
hardbound black cover.

17. [Take note] Concerning an overture from South-Central Classis that "(a) Synod
acknowledge the NIQV as an acceptable version and, (b) Synod publish the 1986 version
of the Heidelberg Catechism with the Scripture texts of the NI{JV,” that both be denied.

H. Hart, D. Dawn, D. Stark, A. Rau, D. Zoetewey

Actions of Synod:

An election for Editor of the Reformed Herald was held after recommendation #3: Rev.
David Dawn was elected to serve another year.

That the Standing Rules be amended so that the editor of the Reformed Herald be
granted an honorarium of one thousand dollars per year.

XV.M. Special Judicial
Your committee received the appeal that Mr. Greg Negrete sent to the Synod in

response to the action of the Western Classis in regard to the complaint he filed against
the Spiritual Council of Ebenezer Reformed Church of Shafter, CA. His appeal to Synod
was in response to the finding of Western Classis which denied his complaint.

After reviewing the appeal of Mr. Negrete to Synod concerning the complaint
against the Spiritual Council of Ebenezer, your committee makes the following
recommendations:

Recommendations:

1. We recommend that the Synod take note of the fact that the procedure of the
Executive Committee was improper according to Article 91 of the RCUS Constitution.
Article 91 states that "This committee shall represent Classis during the interval between
meetings; and in all cases when between parties concerned there is no question at
issue...." A complaint constitutes a question at issue.

2. We recommend that the appeal of Mr. Negrete be denied.
(a)Neither the complaint or the appeal meets the requirements for receiving an

accusation against an elder. (Do not receive an accusation against an elder except from
two or three witnesses. 1 Tim. 5:19).

(b) We agree with the findings of the Western Classis with regards to the
insufficiency of the grounds of the complaint.

(c) Due to a number of difficulties involved in this case, a technicality should not
prevent the Synod from dealing with the weighty pastoral issues that are involved here.
Sending this complaint back to Classis would unduly prolong a proper conclusion of this

82 	 Abstract of the 250th Synod



matter.

3. [Ruled out of order] We recommend that this committee's finding not be printed in the
1996 Abstract of Synod.

M. Koerner, J. Sawtelle, D. Fagrey, C. Henson, H. Hieb

XVI. Miscellaneous Reports and Other Business
On motion it was determined that the following be spread on the minutes and

printed in the bulletin of the Eureka Reformed Church of Eureka, SD, on May 26, 1996:
"That the 250th session of the Synod of the RCUS expresses its warm and hearty
appreciation to the Eureka Reformed Church for its welcome and hospitality to us, and
especially for its hosting of our 250th Anniversary celebration, and for providing so well
for our comfort."

On motion it was determined that the Abstract of the 250th Synod meeting be
dedicated to the Rev. Peter Grossmann.

XVII. Reading of the Minutes
The President declared the minutes approved as corrected.

XVIII. Adjournment
On motion it was determined that Synod would adjourn to its 251st annual session

at Covenant Reformed Church, Sacramento, CA, on the date specified in the Standing
Rules.

XVIII.A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed 31 ministers and 28 elders present, a quorum.

XVIII.B. Devotions
Elder Ryan Spitzer led the closing devotions from 1 Timothy 4:6 -14.

XVIII.C. Apostles' Creed, Lord's Prayer, Benediction, Doxology
The assembly confessed its faith in the words of the Apostles' Creed and prayed the

Lord's Prayer. The President pronounced the benediction, and the body joined together
in singing the doxology.

The business of the 250th session of Synod concluded at 11:50 PM on Thursday,
23 May 1996.
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Standing Rules

Note: The Standing Rules of Synod were adopted in 1986 and amended in the bracketed
years.

1. The fiscal year of the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States shall run
from February 1st to January 31st of the following year. The Synodical Dues shall
be due on the first of January and are to be paid not later than the thirty-first of
January of the current fiscal year. [1991]

2. The statistics of the Classes shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk of Synod two
weeks before the session of Synod.

3. The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk
two weeks before the session of Synod.

4. The Standing Rules shall be read during the second session of the annual Synod
meeting. This rule may be suspended by a two-thirds' vote of Synod.

5. A pastor and his elder delegate to Synod shall be paid twenty-two cents ($.22) per
running mile; when there is but one elder delegate, if he drives his own car, he shall
be paid twenty cents ($.20), and if he rides with another person he shall be paid
two cents ($.02) per mile. When distance and time require delegates to use public
transportation to Synod they shall be granted full fare. [1996]

6. The Treasurer shall reimburse travel in behalf of Synod at twenty cents ($.20) per
running mile, also if several ride together in one car, or if by public transportation,
the actual fare. [1996]

7. Travel reimbursement shall be paid only those delegates to Synod whose
congregations have paid the Synodical dues in full to the Synod Treasurer, and
those delegates who have attended all sessions of Synod or have been properly
excused by Synod.

8. The President of Synod shall receive four hundred fifty dollars ($450), the Stated
Clerk shall receive one thousand dollars ($1,000), and the Treasurer one thousand
dollars ($1,000) for the Synodical year. The Editor of the Reformed Herald shall
receive one thousand dollars ($1,000) and the Subscription Manager shall receive
five hundred dollars ($500) for the Synodical year. [1988, '89, '90, '91, '92, '95, '96]

9. The monies sent to the Synod Treasurer shall be made out in check form to the
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES and shall be designated for which fund
and how much for each fund.

10. The Stated Clerk of Synod shall prepare an abstract of the Synodical minutes,
induding a cumulative index of resolutions and positions taken by Synod, and shall
publish the same. Each Stated Clerk of Classis shall prepare an abstract of Classical
minutes and shall send one copy to each minister, elder delegate and congregation
of Synod. [1987, '89, '90]

11. The Editor of the Reformed Herald shall be elected annually.
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12. The Synod shall have Permanent Committees as follows:

a. Archives
b. Board of Trustees
c. Christian Education
d. Diaconal Ministries
e. Editorial Advice
f. Executive
g. Foreign Ministries
h. Home Missions
i. Interchurch Relations
j. Ministerial Relief
k. Publications

and the Standing Committee of Nominations each year is to nominate men to
serve on these committees. [1989, '92]

13. The complete Synod statistics shall be duplicated by the Stated Clerk each year at
the Synod's expense.

14. Nominations for all officers of Synod shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an
election on the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes shall
be candidates until there is an election.

15. The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special Committees of
Synod shall be completed and mailed to the Consistories of all the Churches at
least three weeks before the meeting in which these recommendations are to be
presented to Synod session. Excuses for this requirement are to be made only on
written request to the Executive of Synod by the chairman of the committee
involved, at least two weeks before the meeting of Synod. All reports, overtures and
correspondence must be submitted on 81/2 x 11 white paper, and all reports must
be signed by a majority of the committee members. [1992]

16. The services of Synod shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and these
proposed services shall be circularized before Synod.

17. Students for the ministry of the Reformed Church in the United States shall be
urged by Synod to attend only such seminaries which are listed as institutions
worthy of receiving benevolent monies from the Reformed Church in the United
States. Only students who attend institutions so listed shall be eligible for student
aid while preparing for the Christian ministry.

18. It shall be the practice of the Reformed Church in the United States to require each
candidate for the ministry to complete an eight-month internship before his
ordination exam. This internship shall be spent with a pastor who has served at
least five years in the Reformed Church in the United States. The pastor shall
provide a written evaluation of the candidate to the Candidate and Credentials
Committee. During this internship particular emphasis shall be placed on learning
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the peculiarities and practices of the Reformed Church in the United States. This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has
received a call or is licensed. [1995]

19. Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Synod four weeks in advance of Synod shall
be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Synod at any time.

, 	 20. The spring meeting of the Classes shall he held at least one month before the
annual meeting of Synod. [1987]

21. The annual session of Synod shall begin each year on the evening of the third
Monday of May, and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before
it has been disposed. The Order of the Day of Synod shall provide for a service of
worship on Monday evening and for committee work on Tuesday evening. [1992]
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Necrology

Bruback, Franklin D. (1933-1995), son of Fred and Annabel (Wood) Bruback,
was born March 1, 1933, in Cairo, Ohio. He completed public school at Deshler, Ohio,
and was a Korean War veteran. On April 21, 1956, he married Mildred Yackee. To this
union five children were born. He provided for his family by working as a truck driver for
Dinner Bell Foods. The Bruback family was among the original congregation which
became Peace Reformed Church, Napoleon, Ohio. Franklin was an elder delegate of
Peace Reformed to Classis. He was also an avid sportsman, yet in later life was stricken
with kidney disease. At the age of sixty-two years, the Lord called Franklin into his
presence on June 22, 1995, where he awaits the resurrection of the body at the coming
of his Savior Jesus Christ.

Grossmann, Rev. Peter B. (1935-1995) was born November 15, 1935, at
Eureka, South Dakota, the first son of Rev. Walter and Dorothy (Mueller) Grossmann.
Peter was a third generation Reformed Church minister. His grandfather, Rev. John
Grossmann, had served RCUS charges from the time of his immigration to the United
States in 1910.

Peter Grossmann received his early education in the Hosmer, SD, schools and
graduated from high school at Shafter, CA, in 1953. His education continued at
Bakersfield Junior College, Bakersfield, CA, and at the University of California at
Berkeley, from which he graduated in 1957. He then attended Westminster Theological
Seminary in Philadelphia, PA, and graduated in 1960. Rev. Grossmann was ordained
to the Christian ministry on June 20, 1960, at Hosmer, SD. He served the Hope
Reformed Church, Sutton, NE, from 1960 to 1967, and Eureka Reformed Church,
Eureka, SD, from 1967 to 1969.

Rev. Grossmann served on the cabinet of Governor Frank Farrar as South Dakota
Director of Welfare from 1969 to 1970. He then worked with the South Dakota Attorney
General's office in drug enforcement for several years before becoming the Executive
Director of the South Dakota Association of Private Colleges.

In 1986, Rev. Grossmann returned to the ministry, serving Grace Reformed
Church, Mitchell, SD, until moving to his final charge at Emmanuel Reformed Church,
Sutton, NE, in 1988.

During his years in the ministry, Rev. Grossmann served as the Stated Clerk of
Eureka Classis from 1963 to 1966 and as the Editor of the Reformed Herald from 1989
until his death. He also served as an advisory member of the Dordt College Board of
Directors from 1989 to 1995.

Rev. Grossmann suffered from cardiac problems since 1985 and had a heart attack
in May, 1995. He had returned to his pulpit and other duties for a few weeks before
suddenly passing from this life on July 12, 1995, at the parsonage of Emmanuel
Reformed Church.

Hackmann, Elton "Buddy" N. (1920-1995) was born October 24, 1920, in
Centerville, WI, to John and Anna (Goeke) Hackmann. He attended school in the White
Trails area. On May 22, 1943, he married Edna Hochkammer at Salem-Ebenezer
Reformed Church, Newton, WI. They made their home in Centerville where Buddy
farmed until 1960. He then went to work for the Van Der Vaart Cement Company,
Sheboygan, until his retirement in 1983. He was baptized and confirmed at St. John
Ebenezer Reformed Church and was a life-long member of the Reformed Church. He
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served the Salem-Ebenezer Reformed Church as an elder from 1972 to 1990, faithfully
attending to the things of God's kingdom until his death. His willing and faithful service,
his kind disposition, good humor, and friendship were part of the character and integrity
that Buddy brought to his work within the Salem-Ebenezer Reformed Church, the
Covenant East Classis, and the Synod. He was called to the Lord's presence while
peacefully resting at home on August 28, 1995.

Holztvarth, Ted (1903-1995) was born August 20, 1903, west of Freeman, SD,
the fourth child of John and Elizabeth (Bertsch) Holzwarth. He attended Mutchelknaus
school near Freeman. In 1926, Ted married Pauline Frey. God blessed their marriage
with four children. Ted and Pauline celebrated their sixty-eighth wedding anniversary on
December 16, 1994. Ted often spoke of the great blessing his wife was to him throughout
the years they were married. Ted farmed near Freeman until he retired to Menno, SD,
in 1972. Ted was a life-long member of the RCUS. He taught Sunday School for many
years. He served as an elder — first at Johannestal Reformed Church, and when the
congregation moved to Menno he served as an elder at Zion Reformed Church, Menno,
SD. The Lord called His servant to glory on September 14, 1995.

Preszler, Edwin E. (1912-1996) was born December 15, 1912, in Menno, SD,
to Henry and Christina (Gimbel) Preszler. After attending a local school in Menno, Edwin
moved to California as a young man. Altogether, he devoted seventy-two years of his life
to the farming business. In 1936, he and his wife Lenora were united in marriage, and
the Lord blessed this union with three daughters. Edwin was born and raised in the
Reformed Church, and was a life-long member of the same. He was instrumental in the
founding and building of Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield, CA, and served faithfully
on its Consistory for many years. He was a former member of the Bakersfield Elks Lodge
and Bakersfield Country Club. He was also a member of several farming organizations.
At the age of eighty-three years, having served the Lord all his days, he entered the
presence of Jesus Christ on Sunday, March 24, 1996.

Schnabel, Robert (1903-1995) was born November 21, 1903, in Bridgewater,
SD, the son of Henry and Lydia (Mettler) Schnabel. As a young boy of seven he moved
with his parents to a farm near Upham, ND, where he was reared and educated. On
November 13, 1927, he married HuIda Amon. Following their marriage they farmed in
Deep River and Meadow Townships of McHenry County. In 1980 he retired from
farming but continued to live on the farm. Robert was a member of Peace Reformed
Church, Upham, and served as deacon (1953-1959) and elder (1968-1981) of the
church. He was called home to be with his Lord September 27, 1995.

Ulmer, Herbert D. (1928-1995) was born October 17, 1928, near Sutton, NE,
to Gottieb J. and Louise Regina (Klaudt) Ulmer. Herbert was baptized in Hope Reformed
Church, Sutton, NE, and confirmed at Emmanuel Reformed Church, Sutton, NE. He was
raised on the family farm and attended a rural school south of Sutton. In 1948, he
married Myrna Holtz and to this union were born two sons and one daughter. He farmed
south of Sutton until 1977, when he moved to Sutton. Herbert worked as a carpenter
after his retirement from farming. In addition to many community service boards, Herbert
served as both elder and deacon at Emmanuel Reformed Church. After enduring
treatment for cancer for several years, he died May 30, 1995, at Hastings, NE.
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Index of Positions and Resolutions

Entries are keyed year:page (e.g., 95:67 indicates 1995 Abstract, page 67).

BENEVOLENCE
Juan Calvino Seminary - 91:161

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
Catalogue of Christmas Programs - 88:11
Christian Education Committee - 73:18
Dordt College Scholarship - 80:29
Kuiper's The Church in History - 94:58
RCUS Scholarship Fund - 95:73; 96:71
Sunday School Materials from St. Paul's Ev. Ref. Church - 94:58
The Key (publication of the CRC) - 94:58

CONSTITUTION
"Affirm" v. "Oath" in Article 140- 91:157
Article 2, Amendment - 96:41
Article 5, Amendment - 92:55
Article 7, Amendment - 94:18, 62
Article 10, Amendment - 92:55
Article 15, Amendment - 92:55
Article 18, Amendment - 92:55
Article 20, Amendment - 92:55; 94:60; 95:49
Article 21, Amendment - 92:55
Article 22, Amendment - 94:18, 62
Article 23, Amendment - 92:55
Article 24, Amendment - 92:55; 94:61; 95:49
Article 26, Amendment - 92:55; 94:61; 95:49
Article 35, Amendment - 92:55
Article 38, Amendment - 94:18, 62
Article 44, Amendment - 92:55
Article 48, Amendment - 94:60; 95:49
Article 54, Amendment - 86:60
Article 60, Amendment - 92:55
Article 67, Amendment - 92:55
Article 54, Amendment - 86:60
Article 81, Amendment - 89:41; 93:104
Article 82, Amendment - 91:84
Article 86, Amendment - 89:41
Article 88, Amendment - 92:55
Article 91, Amendment - 93:104
Article 97, Amendment - 92:55
Article 98, Amendment - 93:106
Article 101, Amendment - 91:84
Article 104, Amendment - 96:41
Article 111, Amendment - 93:103
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Article 119, Amendment — 93:106
Article 121, Amendment — 92:55
Article 130, Amendment — 93:107
Article 132, Amendment — 93:107
Article 136, Amendment — 93:107
Article 139, Correction — 93:107
Article 144, Amendment — 93:107
Article 152, Amendment — 93:107; Correction — 93:107
Article 153, Amendment — 93:107
Article 156, Amendment — 93:107
Article 163, Amendment — 93:107
Article 168, Omission — 86:61
Article 177, Amendment — 94:18, 62
Article 192, Amendment — 89:41; 94:18, 62
Article 194, Amendment — 89:42
Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort Adopted — 95:49,50
"Broader" v. "Higher" Judicatory — 91:144; 92:77
"Church" in Article 31 — 87:69
Erasure as Discipline — 91:157
Exam for non-RCUS Licentiates and Ministers — 93:128
"Orthodox" in Article 74 (formerly Art. 76) — 70:26
Printed in a Loose-leaf Binder — 93:108
Revised Forms and Rules of Order — 87:Appendix

ECUMENICAL
Alliance of Reformed Churches — 92:89; 93:112, 120; 94:52
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church — 94:57; 96:69
Canadian Reformed Churches — 91:152; 92:89; 93:120; 94:57
Fellowship with non-RCUS groups — 93:121
Fraternal Relations, Rules for Establishing — 92:88
Fraternal Relations, Not to be Established by Classes — 94:61
Goals of Interchurch Relations — 93:56, 120
Interchurch Relations Committee — 78:39; 83:80; 87:64
International Conference of Reformed Churches — 91:152; 92:88; 94:25
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico — 91:161; 94:56
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council — 75:34; 92:89; 93:120;

94:25, 57; 96:28, 70
Orthodox Presbyterian Church — 93:119, 122; 94:26, 57; 95:126; 96:69
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) — 89:27; 91:152
Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire — 94:57
Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly — 93:121; 94:26; 96:70
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America — 73:19; 75:32; 92:89; 94:57;

96:69, 70

FINANCIAL
Debt Reduction — 94:59
Monthly contributions to Synod encouraged — 93:126
Reimbursement Form — 93:127 and App.
Synod Treasurer on Clerk's Mailing List — 94:59
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JUDICIAL
Adopting and Receiving Reports — 84:70
Anti-abortion Declaration — 72:29; 85:95
Associate Members — 85:96
Authoritative English Bible Translation — 89:87
Authoritative Heidelberg Catechism Translation — 86:74
Borrowing Elders — 90:136
Candidates and Credentials Committee — 74:30
Candles at Weddings — 81:38
Closing Religious Services — 70:27
Credentials from Congregation to Synod — 89:87; 94:61
Elder Representation at Classis — 70:26
Form for Baptizing Families — 91:157
Giving to Classis — 74:23; 79:33
Guideline for Giving — 73:21; 75:33
Labor Outside the Bounds of Classis — 78:36
Membership of Minister — 70:26
Minister as Ruling Elder in non-RCUS Church — 75:32
Minister from Another Denomination — 87:70
Name of a Congregation — 89:87; 92:94
Objections to a Call — 82:42
Objections to Circular Actions — 80:31; 87:69
Overtures to Synod — 87:69
Pastor's Salary — 74:26; 92:92
Reception of New Congregation — 87:68
Recommendation of a New Minister — 87:68
Register of Licensures — 94:61
Serving on Committees — 83:80
Statistical Report, Definition of "Debt" — 94:60
Statistical Report, Definition of "Family" — 70:20
Subsidiary Standards — 83:80
Task of the Church — 83:81

MINISTERIAL AID
Classis to Determine Need — 91:159
Investing Ministerial Aid Fund Monies in Mutual Funds — 92:95
IRA, Churches Encouraged to Include in Pay Package — 92:95
Ministerial Aid Fund Committee — 89:88; 90:138
Ministerial Aid Fund, Special Offering Encouraged — 94:63
Ministerial Relief Qualifications — 79:29
Ministerial Relief Questionnaire — 96:31, 75

MINUTES OF CLASSES
Destroying Documents — 90:139
Organization of Minutes — 95:136
Recording and Storing Minutes — 88:90; 93:131; 94:60, 63

MISCELLANEOUS
250th Anniversary Celebration — 94:69; 95:70; 96:46
Autographa — 73:28
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Biennial v. Delegated Meeting — 93:129, 130; 94:19, 62
Days of Creation — 85:105; 86:83
Ministers Serving as Elders at Classis/Synod — 93:129
Reports for Fraternal Delegates — 89:102
Printing of Heidelberg Catechism — 85:105
Student Financial Aid Agreement — 73:22; 74:9
Students for the Christian Ministry — 72:21
Use of Pictures — 93:128

MISSIONS
Annual Day of Prayer — 93:135; 95:138
Applying for Home Missions Support, Procedure — 94:64
Classis to Notify SHMC of New Works — 94:64
Committee on Assessment — 89:90; 90:141
Constitution of Mission Churches — 93:135
Descending Scale, Abolished — 94:65
Diaconal Support for ERCZ Encouraged — 94:66
ERCZ Church Government — 88:30
Evangelism — 90:81
Foreign Ministries Committee — 92:98; 93:134
Five Year Commitment of Mission Pastors — 94:65
Five Years Experience for Mission Pastors — 94:64
Home Missions Committee — 87:73
Home Missions Fiscal Year the Same as Synod's — 94:65
Home Missions Works — 87:75
Missionary-at-Large — 78:24; 84:34
Policy and Procedures for Foreign Missions —81:17
Riverbank Resolution — 84:73
Second Year of the Salary Scale — 77:20
Supplementing Home Missionaries' Salary — 92:97
Support for Construction in Ruashi, Zaire, Encouraged — 94:66
Three Year Budget for Mission Works — 91:162; 92:98
Zaire Administration Committee — 87:71; 92:98,99

PUBLICATIONS
Assistant Editor — 90:149; 92:106
Editorial Advisory Committee —88:97
Marketing Formula —81:24; 96:32, 81
Royalty Policy — 89:102

SPECIAL STUDIES
Assoc. for the Advancement of Chrn. Scholarship — 71:20
Bible Text used in the Catechism — 89:76
Canons of Dordt — 74:19
Canons of Dordt and Belgic Confession — 81:28; 82:30; 83:47; 84:45; 85:58;

93:121, 122; 94:17, 61, 62
Charitable Organizations — 81:28
Church Incorporation — 91:109; 92:69
Confessional Conferences for Reformed Unity — 94:53
Deaconesses — 81:31
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Directory of Worship — 93:113; 94:18, 41, 62; 95:74; 96:56
Dividing into Classes — 73:28; 85:64; 94:60
Doctrine of Scripture, WTS (Phila.) — 92:79; 95:75
Ecclesiastical Divorce and Remarriage — 90:121; 91:44
Elders on Permanent and Special Committees — 70:19
Guidelines for Receiving Congregations — 94:44; 95:77
Hymnal — 94:46; 95:81, 133
Infant Communion — 77:23; 77:40
Investigate a RCUS Seminary — 85:68; 86:61
Ministerial Requirements — 88:72
Ordination Vow — 80:28; 96:49
Preaching and Exhorting —81:35
RCUS Ecclesiology — 94:40; 95:117
Reformed Pastors on Independent Mission Boards — 94:48
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS — 74:20
Revolving Fund for Church Buildings — 72:20; 73:20
"Right to Die" Issue — 93:115
Student Assistants to Ministers — 73:19; 77:26
Theonomy —85:72; 87:41; 92:94
Voting in Congregational Meetings — 78:28
Women in the Military — 95:124; 96:60
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1995 Numerical and 	 1 	 2 	 3 	 4 	 5 	 6 	 7 	 a 	 9
Financial Statistics 	 Number Number Comm- Reed Rec'd Rec'd Total 	 Total Lost by
of the 	 of 	 of 	 Icant 	 by 	 by 	 by Rec'd OldiNew 	 Dis-
Reformed Church in the US 	 Elders Deacons Members Confir- Letter Profes- 	 Members missal

	

Last 'nation 	 sion
Year

COVENANT EAST CLASS1S
Carbondale, PA Covenant 2 3 30 3 2 0 5 35 5
Garner, IA Peace 3 3 139 0 2 1 3 142 5
Hamburg, MN St. Paurs Ev. Ref. 3 3 327 4 1 0 5 332 3
Napoleon, OH Peace 3 3 85 1 0 0 1 86 3
Newton, WI Salem-Ebenezer 3 3 285 4 1 0 5 290 2
SUBTOTAL 14 15 866 12 6 1 19 885 18

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASS1S
Aberdeen, SD First 3 3 126 2 3 0 5 131 2
Artas, SD Artas 1 2 33 1 0 0 1 34 1
Ashley, ND Salem 3 2 64 0 0 0 0 64 0
Denhoff, ND Kassel 1 2 31 0 0 0 0 31 0
Eureka, SD Eureka 3 3 265 0 3 1 4 269 6
Herreid, SD First 2 2 62 0 1 0 1 63 4
Hosmer, SD Homer 2 3 54 0 0 0 0 54 0
Leola, SD Oranien 2 2 21 0 0 0 0 21 0
Minot, ND Minot 0 2 27 0 3 2 5 32 0
Pierre, SD Hope 2 1 20 0 0 0 0 20 2
Upham, ND Peace 2 1 15 0 0 0 0 15 0
Watertown, SD Covenant n/a n/a 0 0 17 2 19 19 0

SUBTOTAL 21 23 718 3 27 5 35 753 15

SOUTH CENTRAL CLASS1S
Col. Spr., CO Trinity Coy. 2 0 14 0 0 2 2 16 1
Kan. City, MO Walnut Crk Pres 2 3 29 0 1 2 3 32 1
Karval, CO Blue Clf Comm. 2 2 24 0 0 0 0 24 1
Lincoln, NE St. John's 3 3 70 0 0 0 0 70 0
Loveland, CO Peace 2 2 22 0 0 4 4 26 0
Menno, SD Zion 4 4 225 5 1 3 9 234 7
Mitchell, SD Grace 2 2 69 3 2 1 6 75 1
Rapid City, SD Grace 3 2 30 1 5 4 10 40 0
Rock Spr., WY Pilgrims' 2 1 21 4 0 4 8 29 2
Sioux Falls, SD Trinity 3 3 83 1 6 7 14 97 12
Sutton, NE Emmanuel 4 4 201 3 1 1 5 206 4
Sutton, NE Hope 4 4 206 8 0 0 8 214 11
SUBTOTAL 33 30 994 25 16 28 69 1,063 40

WESTERN CLASS1S
Anderson, CA Faith 2 3 90 0 0 1 1 91 3
Bakersfield, CA Grace 4 4 148 1 0 2 3 151 1
Lancaster, CA Grace 1 1 26 0 1 5 6 32 5
Lodi, CA Providence 5 3 46 0 3 3 6 52 0
Modesto, CA Trinity 3 3 48 0 0 20 20 68 0
Sacramento, CA Covenant 6 4 69 0 13 12 25 94 0
Shatter, CA Ebenezer 3 3 92 4 0 1 5 97 8
Willows, CA Soy. Grace 2 2 30 0 6 2 8 38 2
Yuba City, CA First 3 2 35 0 0 0 0 35 0

SUBTOTAL 29 25 584 5 23 46 74 658 19

TOTALS THIS YEAR 97 93 3,162 45 72 80 197 3,359 92
TOTALS LAST YEAR 98 91 3,219 41 57 49 147 3,366 86
CHANGE -1.0% 2.2% -1.8% 9.8% 26.3% 63.3% 34.0% -0.2% 7.0%

CHAPELS
Chico, CA Covenant 1 0 10 0 0 0 0 10 2
Grass Valley, CA Covenant 1 0 12 0 5 5 10 22 0
Mission, TX Del Valle 0 0 0 0 0 5 5 5 0
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10 	 11 	 12 	 13 	 14 	 15 	 16 	 17 	 18 	 19 	 20 	 21 	 22
Lost by Lost by Total Commu- Uncon- 	 Total Number Number Adult Infant Total Number Times
Erasure Death Lost 	 nicant 	 firmed Baptized 	 of 	 of Bap- Bap- Bap- 	 Rec'd Lord's

or Dis- 	 Members Members Members Families Children tisms tisms tisms Lord's Supper
cipiine 	 This 	 in S.S. 	 Supper Served

Year

2 0 7 28 13 41 14 12 0 3 3 33 12
0 4 9 133 39 172 81 18 0 5 5 120 4
4 6 13 319 72 391 171 56 0 6 6 271 9
1 2 6 80 28 108 44 14 0 1 1 74 5

12 1 15 275 65 340 146 57 1 4 5 255 4
19 13 50 835 217 1,052 456 157 1 19 20 753 34

1 3 6 125 27 152 64 13 0 1 1 112 4
1 0 2 32 8 40 18 6 0 0 0 24 3
0 1 1 63 8 71 32 7 0 1 1 60 4
0 0 0 31 6 37 17 4 0 0 0 29 4
3 5 14 255 36 291 115 31 0 4 4 226 3
0 0 4 59 10 69 31 11 0 1 1 48 4
0 0 0 54 5 59 27 0 0 0 0 41 4
0 0 0 21 0 21 14 0 0 0 0 14 3
0 1 1 31 22 53 19 13 0 0 0 22 6
0 0 2 18 9 27 10 9 0 0 0 18 6
0 2 2 13 1 14 10 1 0 0 0 9 4
0 0 0 19 12 31 7 5 0 2 2 18 3
5 12 32 721 144 865 364 100 0 9 9 621 48

0 0 1 15 6 21 9 8 0 0 0 15 4
0 0 1 31 10 41 20 19 0 0 0 26 6
0 0 1 23 18 41 15 14 0 1 1 22 6
0 0 0 70 25 95 41 25 0 1 1 67 5
0 0 0 26 11 37 14 11 0 0 0 25 12
0 2 9 225 47 272 118 49 0 2 2 212 4
2 0 3 72 27 99 40 25 1 1 2 70 4
0 0 0 40 32 72 21 26 0 8 8 39 5
0 0 2 27 20 47 12 10 0 4 4 29 12
6 0 18 79 44 123 39 38 0 4 4 81 6
0 4 8 198 85 283 115 56 0 7 7 194 4
0 2 13 201 80 281 105 73 0 3 3 244 6
8 8 56 1,007 405 1,412 549 354 1 31 32 1,024 74

1 0 4 87 22 109 33 25 0 4 4 75 12
4 1 6 145 46 191 86 40 1 2 3 133 4
1 0 6 26 15 41 7 18 2 4 6 12 5
0 0 0 52 23 75 26 19 0 1 1 52 12
4 0 4 64 51 115 31 46 0 19 19 57 4
0 0 0 94 79 173 45 70 3 10 13 94 15
4 1 13 84 20 104 45 16 1 1 2 76 4
0 0 2 36 23 59 16 24 0 3 3 30 12
1 0 1 34 20 54 18 18 0 1 1 34 12

15 2 36 622 299 921 307 276 7 45 52 563 80

47 35 174 3,185 1,065 4,250 1,676 887 9 104 113 2,961 236
68 52 206 3,160 1,012 4,172 1,553 832 6 79 85 2,893 214

-30.9% -32.7% -15.5% 0.8% 5.2% 1.9% 7.9% 6.6% 50.0% 31.6% 32.9% 2.4% 10.3%

0 0 2 8 0 8 3 0 0 0 0 8 12
0 0 0 22 15 37 10 14 2 1 3 22 12
0 0 0 5 3 8 3 3 0 0 0 5 1
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1995 Numerical and 23 24 25 26 27 28 29
Financial Statistics Receipts Receipts Receipts Total Giving Giving Giving
of the from from from Receipts to to to
Reformed Church in the US Regular Special Other Synod Classis Non-Bdgt

Offerings Offerings Sources Guide-
lines

Guide-
lines

RCUS
Causes

COVENANT EAST CLASSIS
Carbondale, PA Covenant 50,822 3,372 0 54,194 3,958 180 0
Gamer, IA Peace 62,213 9,491 5,153 76,857 20,013 840 3,500
Hamburg, MN St. Paurs Ev. Ref. 8,991 975 93,683 103,649 21,829 1,962 0
Napoleon, OH Peace 39,436 26,865 3,113 69,414 10,997 510 3,020
Newton, WI Salem-Ebenezer 58,270 3,303 36,095 97,668 31,791 1,722 524

SUBTOTAL 219,732 44,006 138,044 401,782 88,588 5,214 7,044

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
Aberdeen, SD First 44,376 2,248 157 46,781 15,856 2,394 157
Artas, SD Artas 9,197 4,803 1,400 15,400 4,257 627 0
Ashley, ND Salem 18,125 9,059 2,302 29,486 8,256 1,216 598
Denhoff, ND Kassel 15,766 613 877 17,256 4,018 589 432
Eureka, SD Eureka 29,101 7,991 59,846 96,938 28,094 5,035 573
Herreid, SD First 18,672 6,941 0 25,613 5,348 1,140 0
Hosmer, SD Hosmer 4,538 2,011 12,931 19,480 477 1,045 177
Leola, SD Oranien 7,924 1,129 4,293 13,346 3,170 1,456 715
Minot, ND Minot 29,340 13,525 1,689 44,554 1,214 513 0
Pierre, SD Hope 22,461 1,344 250 24,055 104 399 220
Upham, ND Peace 5,853 0 1,312 7,165 1,410 304 0
Watertown, SD Covenant 14597 0 24257 38,854 0 0 0

SUBTOTAL 219,950 49,664 109,314 378,928 72,204 14,718 2,872

SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS
Col. Spr., CO Trinity Coy. 17,039 0 0 17,039 800 560 500
Kan. City, MO Walnut Crk Pres 48,691 0 0 48,691 970 1,365 241
Kanial, CO Blue Clf Comm. 22,242 528 1,544 24,314 2,195 960 0
Lincoln, NE St John's 38,999 2,728 17,706 59,433 2,178 2,800 193
Loveland, CO Peace 26,820 2,550 1,633 31,003 290 880 0
Menno, SD Zion 57,184 4,502 48,255 109,941 29,167 9,380 12,192
Mitchell, SD Grace 46,577 1,292 0 47,869 8,656 2,760 0
Rapid City, SD Grace 39,222 20,941 32,119 92,282 3,648 1,200 0
Rock Spr., WY Pilgrims' 56,761 0 704 57,465 199 845 0
Sioux Falls, SD Trinity 91,318 6,452 8,647 106,417 10,313 3,206 5,208
Sutton, NE Emmanuel 80,035 6,586 3,327 89,948 16,607 8,040 1,816
Sutton, NE Hope 72,911 39,344 12,387 124,642 27,161 8,240 0

SUBTOTAL 597,799 84,923 126,322 809,044 102,184 40,236 20,150

WESTERN CLASSIS
Anderson, CA Faith 50,889 0 0 50,889 0 0 0
Bakersfield, CA Grace 121,812 27,106 0 148,918 21,969 12,210 2,241
Lancaster, CA Grace 29,686 900 9,600 40,186 1,627 1,044 0
Lodi, CA Providence 59,699 0 33,791 93,490 5,953 3,772 0
Modesto, CA Trinity 62,926 4,315 34,997 102,238 5,837 3,936 5,629
Sacramento, CA Covenant 183,519 184 30,169 213,872 8,390 5,658 2,512
Shatter, CA Ebenezer 85,815 7,362 7,274 100,451 11,573 7,544 2,253
Willows, CA Soy. Grace 81,316 8,108 601 90,025 3,180 1,913 640
Yuba City, CA First 33,512 1,800 34,317 69,629 164 0 2,613
SUBTOTAL 709,174 49,775 150,749 909,698 58,693 36,077 15,888

TOTALS THIS YEAR 1,746,655 228,368 524,429 2,499,452 321,669 96,245 45,954
TOTALS LAST YEAR 1,520,753 256,496 562,223 2,339,472 329,906 80,506 37,886
CHANGE 14.9% -11.0% -6.7% 6.8% -2.5% 19.6% 21.3%

CHAPELS
Chico, CA
Grass Valley, CA
Mission, TX

Covenant 28,908 228 179 29,315 465
Covenant 42,228 184 11,303 53,715 1,459
Del Valle 0 0 0 0 0

	

465 	 165

	

984 	 0

	

0 	 0
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30 	 31 	 32 	 33 	 34 	 35 	 36 	 37 	 38 	 39

	

Giving 	 Other 	 Total 	 Value 	 Value Improve- Present 	 Debt 	 Giving Giving to

	

to Expenses Expenses 	 of 	 of ments on Property Payments 	 to Synod 	 Classis

	

Non-RCUS 	 Church 	 Church 	 Church 	 Debts 	 in Past per Com- per Com-

	

Causes 	 Building Parsonage Property 	 Year municant municant

1,279 46,777 52,194 50,070 0 0 0 0 132 6
1,540 49,501 75,394 600,000 108,000 0 0 0 144 6

50 93,934 117,775 600,000 100,000 24,947 0 0 67 6
4,082 45,544 64,153 120,000 80,000 4,884 0 0 129 6

403 55,981 90,421 500,000 115,000 1,937 0 0 112 6
7,354 291,737 399,937 1,870,070 403,000 31,768 0 0 102 6

28,456 0 46,863 95,000 50,000 0 0 0 126 19
0 10,320 15,204 10,000 6,000 0 0 0 129 19
0 21,203 31,273 24,900 17,100 2,478 0 0 129 19

181 14,752 19,972 30,000 0 45 0 0 130 19
2,815 65,304 101,821 200,000 70,000 14,255 0 0 106 19

223 18,569 25,280 40,000 6,000 0 0 0 86 18
0 17,275 18,974 25,000 0 0 0 0 9 19

350 6,321 12,012 30,000 0 0 0 0 151 69
0 27,611 29,338 39,000 78,000 2,646 0 0 45 19

700 22,873 24,296 87,500 87,500 899 0 0 5 20
0 5,974 7,688 30,000 15,000 0 0 0 94 20
0 34,717 34,717 0 120,000 91,327 72,858 0 0 0

32,725 244,919 367,438 611,400 449,600 111,650 72,858 0 101 20

0 12,192 14,052 0 0 0 0 0 57 40
200 22,824 25,600 120,000 0 0 0 0 33 47
120 21,723 24,998 0 0 0 0 0 91 40
135 52,727 58,033 90,000 75,000 2,070 38,545 13,050 31 40
50 30,046 31,266 150,000 150,000 8,899 0 0 13 40

1,347 43,625 95,711 250,000 30,000 1,394 0 0 130 42
1,292 31,971 44,679 169,584 43,899 0 0 0 125 40
1,001 83,822 89,671 88,513 109,993 10,293 112,890 17,959 122 40

0 28,889 29,933 0 0 0 0 0 9 40
664 40,145 59,536 0 98,000 412 20,000 600 124 39

8,971 38,405 73,839 452,000 100,518 0 0 0 83 40
10,202 74,220 119,823 400,000 50,000 4,610 64,763 32,059 132 40
23,982 480,589 667,141 1,720,097 657,410 27,678 236,198 63,668 103 40

2,950 51,688 54,638 360,000 0 0 0 0 0 0
5,889 111,780 154,089 500,000 95,000 12,000 0 0 148 83

0 40,979 43,650 150,000 0 0 130,000 0 63 40
2,906 82,100 94,731 175,000 0 5,391 28,368 24,897 129 82
3,762 82,983 102,147 325,000 0 3,667 167,000 29,725 122 82

11,766 155,819 184,145 200,000 0 0 0 0 122 82
5,200 72,893 99,463 412,000 77,000 0 0 0 126 82

0 84,220 89,953 132,086 0 30,686 0 0 106 64
300 75,244 78,321 130,000 70,000 0 155,745 18,928 5 0

32,773 757,706 901,137 2,384,086 242,000 51,744 481,113 73,550 101 62

96,834 1,774,951 2,335,653 6,585,653 1,752,010 222,840 790,169 137,218 102 30
53,535 1,694,176 2,196,009 6,426,221 1,515,781 239,714 836,762 185,051 102 25
80.9% 	 4.8% 	 6.4% 	 2.5% 	 15.6% 	 -7.0% 	 -5.6% 	 -25.8% 	 -0.3% 	 21.8%

0 13,931 15,026 0 0 0 0 0 47 47
0 50,700 53,143 0 0 0 0 0 122 82
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
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General Information

Internal Revenue Service number for the RCUS
51 -0202914

Publications of the RCUS

RCUS Book Depository
c/o Mrs. Joyce Parker 	  (719) 446-5308
9116 County Rd 27, Karval, CO 80823

The Reformed Herald (monthly magazine)
Rev. David Dawn, Editor 	  (307) 362-5107
1000 Evergreen Way, Rock Springs, WY 82901-4104

Health Insurance Fund

Rev. Steven Schlei, Administrator 	  (303) 667-1636
1727 Tenth Street SW, Loveland, CO 80537

Fraternal Relations Established with

Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico
Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated)
Reformed Confessing Church of Zaire

Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

Seminaries Listed as Worthy of Support

Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Orange City, IA
Westminster Theological Seminary, Escondido, CA

Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, PA

Benevolences Listed as Worthy of Support

Diaconal Committee of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Hope Haven, 1800 19th Street, Rock Valley, IA 51247

Juan Ca!vino Seminary, Mexico City, Mexico
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