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GENERAL INFORMATION

Officers of Synod
President: Rev. Vernon Pollema 	  805-746-6907

235 James Street, Shatter, CA 93263
lice President Rev. Paul Treick 	 209-526-0637

1515 Carlton Avenue, Modesto, CA 95350
Stated Clerk Rev. Steven Work 	 913-754-3406

PO Box 280, Quinter, KS 67752
Treasurer Mr. Clayton Greiman 	 515-923-2950

2115 Highway 69, Garner, IA 50438

Reformed Herald (monthly publication)
Acting Editor. Rev. David Dawn 	 701-288-3682

PO Box 345, Ashley, ND 58413
Subscription Manager Rev. Frank Walker 	 419-599-2266

927 East Graceway Drive, Napoleon, OH 43545

Book Depository
Agent Mrs. Joyce Parker 	  719-446-5308

9116 County Road 27, Karval, CO 80823

Health Insurance Fund
Administrator Rev. Steven Schlei 	  303-667-1636

1727 Tenth Street SW, Loveland, CO 80537

Fraternal Relations
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico

Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America

Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated)
Reformed Confessing Church of Zaire

Seminaries listed as Worthy of Support
Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Dyer, IN

Westminster Theological Seminary, Escondido, CA
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, PA

Benevolences Listed as Worthy of Support
Diaconal Committee of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Hope Haven, 1800 19th Street, Rock Valley, IA 51247
Juan Calvino Seminary, Mexico City, Mexico

Internal Revenue Service Employer Identification Number 	 51-0202914
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MINISTERS

Bowen, Rev. Hank (Wife: Patty) 	 916-934-7501
839 Crestwood Way, Willows, CA 95988
Charge: Grace-Willows & Covenant-Chico, CA

Brice, Rev. Wesley (Wife: Virginia) 	  815-454-11%
PO Box 28722, Kansas City, MO 64188-8722
Charge: Walnut Creek Presbyterian-Kansas City, MO

Clark, Rev. L Dale (Wife: Sandra) 	 701-839-7330
124 22nd Street, Minot, ND 58701
Charge: Minot-Minot, ND

Clark, Rev. R. Scott (Wife: Barbara) 	 0865-250-929
15 Alan Bullock Close, St Clements, Oxford 0X4 1AU UK
Charge: Without Charge

David, Rev. Alexander (Rife: Feroza) 	 717-941-0652
228 Prescott Avenue, Fl. #2, Scranton, PA 18510
Charge: Serving Ravi Presbytery, ARP Synod of Pakistan

Dawn, Rev. David (nre: Coken) 	 701-288-3682
PO Box 345, Ashley, ND 58413
Charge: Salem-Ashley, ND & Homer-Hostler, SD

Duckett, Rev. Jefferson (Wife: Marjorie) 	 209-727-5371
13702 Pinto Lane, Lodi, CA 95240
Charge: Retired

Dylcshoorn, Rev. Jan (Rife: Patricia) 	  517-269-6904
125 John Street, Bad Axe, MI 48413
Charge: Stated Supply, PCA

Fagrey, Rev. David (Wee: Bonnie) 	 605-996-7439
420 East 14th Street, Mitchell, SD 57301
Charge: Grace-Mitchell, SD

Gross, Rev. Uoyd (WO: Claire) 	 805-872-4970
6909 Sugarmlll Court, Bakersfield, CA 93306
Charge: Gram-Bakersfield, CA



Grossmann, Rev. Peter [Deceased 7/12/951 (We: Phyllis) 	 402-
PO Box 362 Sutton, NE 93306
Charge: Emmanuel-Sutton, NE

Grossmann, Rev. Robed (We: Pauline) 	  515-
1905 200th Street, Gamer, IA 50438
Charge: Peace-Gamer, IA

Haddock Rev. William (Wife: Ferne) 	 612.
15480 County Road 31, Hambutg, MN 55339
Cline: St Paul's-Hamburg, MN

Hart, Rev. Howard (rife: Barbara)  	 402-
3930 Mason Drive, Lincoln, NE 68521-1260
Charge: St. John's-Lincoln, NE

Hoeflinger, Rev. Norman (Wee: Virginia) 	 701.
625 Judy Boulevard, Harvey, ND 58341
Charge: Retired

Jones, Rev. Norman (Wife: Lena) 	 605.
317 South Garfield, Pierre, SD 57501
Charge: Hope-Pierre, SD

Jorgensen, Rev. Terry We: Mary Caroll) 	 605.
Route 1, Box 314, Artas, SD 57437
Charge: Odessa-Artas & Herreid, SD

Koerner, Rev. Maynard OW Marcia) 	
343 30th West, Watertown, SD 57201
Charge: Unorganized-Watertown, SD

Medea, Rev. Jonathan Orree: Marsha) 	 209.
752 Golden Avenue, Lodi, CA 95240
Charge: Providence-Lodi, CA

Opp, Rev. Harvey (WO: Carol)  	 719W
2600 State Road 71, Ordway, CO 81063
Charge: Blue Cliff Community-Karval, CO

Parks, Rev. W. Sam (ffife: Elizabeth) 	 605-
1408 South Lincoln Street, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Charge: First-Abode= & Oranien-Leola, SD
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Honer, Rev. Chester (Wife: Grace) 	 515-923-6026
•135 West llth Street, Garner, IA 50438

Charge: Retired

Pollan, Rev. Vernon (Wee: Betty) 	 805-746-0211
235 James Street, Shaffer, CA 93263
Charge: Ebenezer-Shaffer, CA

Potter, Rev. Ron (Wee: Sharon) 	 717-7854012
136 Grand Avenue, Forest City, PA
Charge: Covenant-Carbondale, PA

Powell, Jr., Rev. C.W. (Wtfe: Penny) 	 719-590-1477
6050 Del Paz Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80918
Charge: Trinity Covenant-Colorado Springs, CO

Riedesel, Rev. Maurice (WO: Carohn) 	 717-786-1138
625 Robert Fulton Highway 5-309, Quarryville, PA 17566
Charge: Retired

Riffert, Rev. Neale (Free: Mary Elizabeth) 	 414-726-4464
7411 Center Road, Manitowoc, WI 54220
Charge: Salem/Ebenezer-Manitowoc, WI

Roe, Rev. Dennis (Free: Julie) 	 916-272-6693
17355 Alexandra Way, Grass Valley, CA 95949
Charge: Unorganized-Grass Valley, CA

Sander, Rev. Robert (Mee: Elizabeth) 	 408-358-1092
2348 Venn Avenue, San Jose, CA 95124
Charge: Retired

Savage, Rev. Dorman (Wife: Kay) 	 605-399-1716
5626 North Haines Avenue, Rapid City, SD 57701
Charge: Grace-Rapid City, SD

Sawtelle, Rev. Gene (Wee: Sharon) 	 916-671-7579
9882 Garden Highway, Yuba City, CA 95991
Charge: Fitst-Yuba City, CA

Sawtelle, Rev. Tun (WO: Thelma) 	 605-339-3887
3309 East 31st Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103
Charge: Trinity-Sioux Falls, SD



Schick Rev. Steven (Wee: Marlys) 	 303-1
1727 10th Street SW, Loveland, CO 80537
Chatge: Peace-Loveland, CO

6620 Churn Creel Road, Redding, CA 96002
Charge: Faith-Anderson, CA

ion) 	

Charge: Trinity-Modesto, CA

Van Stedum, Rev. Hannan (Wife: Phyllis) 	 605-284-2396
PO Box 276, Eureka, SD 57437
Cluage: Eureka-Eureka, SD

Vance, Rev. Don (RA: Joan) 	 605-387-2816
PO Box 387, Menno, SD 57045
• Zion-Menno, SD

Walker, Rev. Frank (Wife: Christine) 	 419-599-2266
927 East ()raceway Drive, Napoleon, OH 43545-1947
Charge: Peace-Napoleon, OH

West, Rev. rim (Wfe: Elaine) 	 916-488-5569
5216 Locust Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608
Charge: Covenant-Sacramento, CA

Work, Rev. Steven (Wife: Jeannie) 	 913-754-3406
PO Box 280, Quitter, KS 67752-0280
Charge: Stated Supply, RPCNA

ELDERS

Ackerman, Mr. Norman (Peace-Lowland, CO) 	 303-176-7954
1120 Atwood, Longmont, CO 80501

Arendt, Mr. John (Covenant-Carbondale, PA) 	 717-282-3879
30 Dade Avenue, Carbondale, PA 18407

Bender, Mn Clarence (Ebenezer-Shafter, CA) 	 805-746-6502
17435 Bender Avenue, Shafter, CA 93263
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Buelow, Mt Gene (Peace-Upham, ND) 	 701-359-4409
RR Box 54, Kramer, ND 58748

Gallimore, Mr. Roger (Grace-Rapid City, SD) 	 605-787-9134
HC 80, Box 655-25, Piedmont, SD 57769

Gocke, Mt Leslie (Sidem/Ebenezer-Manitowoc, WI) 	 414-684-0764
1715 South 35th Street, Manitowoc, WI 54220

Greiman, ME Clayton (Peace-Gamer, IA) 	  515-923-2950
2115 Highway 69, Gamer, IA 50438-9506

Griess, Mr. Ted (Hope-Sutton, NE) 	 402-773-4169
PO Box 357, Sutton, NE 68979

Helseth, ME David (Grace-Willows & Covenant-Chico, CA) 	 916-891-6435
6 Cecil Mace, Chico, CA 95928

Henson, Mt Charles (Trinity-Sim Fails, SD) 	 605-582-6350
309 Third Avenue, Brandon, SD 57005

Hieb, Mr. Hany (Grace-Mitchell, SD) 	 605-996-6962
301 South Montana, Mitchell, SD 57301

Honaker, Mt Richard (Pilgrims-Rock Springs, WY) 	 307-362-6305
453 Quadrant Drive, Rock Springs, WY 82901

Huber, Mt James (Salem-Ashley, ND) 	 701-288-3233
PO Box 217, Ashley, ND 58413

Johnson, Mr. Jess (St. John's-Lincoln, NE) 	 402-464-0776
837 Colby Street, Lincoln, NE 68505

Johnson, Mr. Wayne (Covenant-Sacramento, CA) 	 916-424-0290
837 West Cave Way, Sacramento, CA 95831

Kappa, Mr. Milbert (Oranien-Leola, SD) 	 605-577-6679
Rural Route 1, Box 34, Long Lake, SD 57457

Meaty, Mr. Jean (Trinity-Colorado Spring, CO) 	 719-574-3225
1254 Atoka Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80915
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Rural Route 1, Box 68, Hosmer, SD 57448

Mettler, Mr. Clifford (Zion-Menno, SD) 	 605-3
207 South Alfalfa, Memo, SD 57045

Ochsner, Mr. Ron (Emmanuel-Sutton, NE) 	 402-1
Route 2, Box 12, Saronville, NE 68975

Olivier, Mt Marvin (Hope-Pierre, SD) 	 605-
214 West Fifth, Pierre, SD 57501

Opp, Mr. Ferdinand (First-Aberdeen, SD) 	 605-
422 Notth Boyd Street, Aberdeen, SD 57401

Orth, Mr. Ted (Odessa-Artas & Herreid, SD) 	 605-4
Route 2, Box 81, Herreid, SD 57632

Peery, Mt Fred (Faith-Anderson, CA) 	 916-2
22337 Adobe Road, Cottionwood, CA 96022

Rau, Mr. Alwin (Kassel-Denhoft; ND) 	 7014
HCR 1, Box 37, meg ND 58747

Rau, Mt Lloyd (Minot-Minot, ND) 	 701-i
Rural Route 1, Box 111, Max, ND 58759

Richert, Mt Steven (Providence-Lodi, CA) 	 209-2
831 Sylvia Drive, Lodi, CA 95240

Savage, Mr. John (Blue Cliff Community-Karval, CO) 	 719-4
19600 County Road E, Ordway, CO 81063

Schnabel, Mr. Willis (Eureka-Eureka, SD) 	 605-
P0 Box 158, Eureka, SD 57437

Schroeder, Mt Harold (Peace-Napoleon, OH) 	 419-!
10-510 Road P3 RR5, Napoleon, OH 43545

Smith, Mt Harvin (St Paul's-Hambusg, MN) 	 612-4
117 West Lake Street, Norwood, MN 55368
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Stelpstra, Mt David (Trinity-Modesto, CA) 	 209-599-3925
20152 North Ripon Road, Ripon, CA 95366

Stettler, Mr. Richard (Grace-Antelope Valley, CA) 	 805-270-9228
PO Box 841, Leona Valley, CA 93551

Stuebbe, Mt Jon (Grace-Bakersfield, CA) 	 805-326-1844
729 Oleander Avenue, Bakersfield, CA 93304

Wierenga, Mr. Edward (Walnut Creek-Kansas City, MO) 	 816-741-6333
6908 NW Blair Road, Kansas City, MO 64152

LICENTIATES

David, Rev. Samuel (Covenant East Classis) 	  717-941-0652
228 Prescott Avenue, FL #2, Scranton, PA 18510

Porras, Mt Jose (South Central Classis) 	  210-580-4525
809 Perkins Avenue, ?Anion, TX 78572

Richert, Mr. Steven (Western Clanks) 	 209-368-6907
831 Sylvia Drive, Lodi, CA 95240

STUDENTS

Davis, Mr. Robert (South Central Classis) 	  619-739-8796
15691 Rockwood Road #1, Escondido, CA 92027

Mancilas, Mr. Gary (Western Classis) 	  805-872-8142
4601 Columbus #A, Bakersfield, CA 93306

Mayville, Mr. Thomas (Western Classis) 	  805-264-1703
16222 Nevnnont Avenue, Lancaster, CA 93535

Moes, Mt Hemy (South Central Classis) 	  712-737-2217
804 Eighth Street SE, Orange City, IA 51041



Dennis Roe
James Sawtelle
Norman HoeBinger
Jan DYkshwill
Steven Work
David Fagrey

Lenhart Neifer
William Stoller
Herbert Honeck
Gerhmd Rau

i2sk
3/16/94
5/16/94
6/15/94
9/19/94
9/19/94
3/22/95

&di
3/22/94

10/17/94
12/4/94
12/7/94

Church
First RCUS, 'Yuba City, CA

Churches Received
Claisis
Western Classis

pgif
515195
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CHANGES

Men Ordained
Aim 	 Clossfs 	 DOE
James Sawtelle	 South Central Clouds 	 5/15/94
Jan Dykshoorn	 South Central Classis	 7/3/94
David Falvey	 South Central Classis	 10/30/94

Ministers Dismissed
Ministers 	&NH	 re 	 figIt
Norman Hoeflinger South Central Classis Northern Plains Classis 6/15/94
Dennis Roc	 Covenant East Classis Western Classb 	 2/23195

Ministers Received
Itt
Western Classis
South Central Class's
Northern Plains Classis
South Central Class's
South Central Classis
South 'Central Classis

Eiden Deceased
Chitrgh
Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer, SD
Grace RCUS, Bakersfield, CA
Peace RCUS, Napoleon, OH
Kassel RCUS, Denhog ND

•
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CHURCHES

California

Anderson, CA 96007 (Pastor: David Stark) 	 916-347-6508
Faith RCUS, 3291 Rupert Road (Mail: PO Box 902)
Worship 10:30 a.m. and 600 p.m.; SS 930 a.m.

Antelope Valley, CA 93534 	 805-9404669
Grace RCUS, 44957 Elm Avenue (Mail: PO Box 2472, Lancaster, CA 93539)
Worship 10:45 a.m.; SS 9:30 a.m.

Bakersfield, CA 93305 (Pastor: Lloyd Gross) 	 805-325-0165
Grace RCUS, 420 Columbus Street
Worship 11:00 am.; SS 9:45 a.m.

Chico, CA 95926 (Pastor: Hank Bowen) 	 916-345-2732
Covenant Chapel (call for location and times)

Lodi, CA 95240 (Pastor: Jonathan Merica) 	 209-367-0552
Providence RCUS, 245 East Vine
Worship 10:30 am.; 55 9:30 am.; Tuesday Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Modesto, CA 95350 (Pastor: Paul Trick) 	 209-523-3220
Trinity RCUS, 960 El Torino Avenue
Worship 10:30 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; SS 9:15 a.m.

Sacramento, CA 95822 (Pastor: Jim West)   916-541-1190
Covenant RCUS, 2020 16th Avenue
Worship 1030 am. and 6:00 p.m.; 58 9:45 am.

Shaer, CA 93263 (Pastor: Vernon Pollema) 	 805-746-6907
Ebenezer RCUS, Sunset and James Street
Worship 10:30 am. and 7:00 p.m.; 55 9:30 am.

Willows, CA 95988 (Pastor: Hank Bowen) 	 916-934-2732
Grace RCUS, 112 South Butte Street (Mail: PO Box 225)
Worship 10:00 am.; 53 9:00 am.

'Alba City, CA 95991 (Pastor: Gene Sawtelle) 	 91 .8 4 -2272
First RCUS, 9882 Highway 99
Worship 11:00 am.; 35 9:30 am.
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Colorado

Colorado Springs, CO 80918 (Pastor: C.W. Powell, Jr.) 	  719-590-1477
Trinity Covenant RCUS, Vista Grande Church Bldg. (Mail: 6050 Del Paz)
Worship 10:30 am.; 55 9:30 a.m.

Karval, CO 81063 (Pastor: Harvey Opp) 	 719-446-5215
Blue Cliff RCUS, Blue Cliff Community Building (Mail: 2600 State Road 71,

Ordway, CO 81061)
Worship 11:00 a.m.; SS 12:00 noon

Loveland, CO 80537 (Pastor: Steven Schlei) 	 303-667-1636
Peace RCUS, 1727 Tenth Street SW
Worship 10:30 a.m.; 55 9:30 a.m.

Iowa

Garner, IA 50438 (Pastor Robert Grossmann) 	 515-923-3060
Peace RCUS, Highway 69 (three miles south of Gamer)
Worship 10:30 am.; 55 9:30 a.m.,

Minnesota

Hambusg, MisT 55339 (Pastor: William Haddock) 	 612-467-3878
St. Paul's Evangelical RCUS, 15840 County Road 31
Worship 10:00 Lm.; SS 8:55 am. (V hour earlier May through October)

Missouri

Kansas City, MO 64116 (Pastor: Wesley Brice) 	  816-454-1196
Walnut Creek Presbyterian Ran, 1-29 & 1-35 on Parvin Road
Word* 9:30 am.; SS 11:00 am.

Nebraska

Lincoln, NE 68521 (Pastor: Howard Hart) 	 402-477-7289
St. John's RCUS, 1101 South 26th Stleet
Worship 10:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.; SS 9:30 am.

Sutton, NE 68979 	 M-773-4227
Emmanuel RCUS, 106 Way Avenue (Mail: PO Box 362)
Worship 1030 am.; SS 9:30 am.
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Sutton, NE 68979 	 402-773-4431
Hope RCUS, Forest and Way Avenue (Mal PO Box 372)
Worship 10:30 a.m.; SS 9:30 a.m.

North Dakota

Ashley, NI) 58413 (Pastor: David Dawn) 	 701-288-3682
Salem RCUS, 209 First Avenue SW
Worship 11:00 a.m.; 55 10:00 a.m.

Denhoft ND 58430 (Pastor: Norman Hoeflinger) 	 701-768-2892
Kassel RCUS, 13 miles south and 3 miles west of Anamoose
Worship 10:00 am. or 2:00 p.m.

Minot, ND 58701 (Pastor: Dale Clark) 	 701-838-0605
Minot RCUS, 201 Sixth Avenue NE
Worship 9:30 a.m.; 55 11:05 a.m.

Upham, ND 58789 	 701-768-2892
Peace RCUS, north end of town
Worship 10:00 a.m. or 200 p.m.

Ohio

Napoleon, OH 43545 (Pastor: Frank Walker) 	 419-599-3106
Peace RCUS, 638 Huddle Road
Worship 10:00 a.m.; SS 9:00 am. (% hour earlier June through August)

Pennsylvania

Cathondale, PA 18407 (Pastor: Ron Potter) 	  717-785-4012
Covenant RCUS, 47 South Church Street
Worship 10:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; SS 1:00 p.m.

South Dakota

Aberdeen, SD 57401 (Pastor: W. Sam Parks) 	 605-229-5953
First RCUS, Nineth Avenue and Dakota Street
Worship 9:00 a.m.; SS 10:00 am.

Artas, SD 57423 (Pastor: Teny Joigensen) 	  605-437-2739
Artas RCUS, east side of town
Worship 9:00 am. or 11:00 am.; SS 10:00 am.



Eureka, SD 57437 (Pastor Herman Van Stedum) 	 60
PureIs WTI TS Alli Avrime

First' RCUS, Highway 69, nix* end of town
Worship 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m.; 55 10:00 a.m.

Harmer, SD 57437 (Pastor: David Dawn) 	 60:
Hosmer RCUS, two blocks south of water tower
Worship 10:00 am.; SS 11:10 Lm.

Laois, SD 57456 (Pastor: W. Sam Parts) 	 60
Oranien RCUS, Main and Burtis
Worship 11:00 a.m.; 55 10:30 a.m.

Menno, SD 57045 (Pastor: Donald Vance) 	 60
Zion RCUS, 220 South Pine
Worship 10:30 am.; SS 9:30 a.m.

Mitchell, SD 57301 (Pastor: David Fagrey) 	 60'.
Grace RCUS, 1021 South Davison (Marl: 420 East 14th Avenue)
Worship 10:30 am.; SS 9:30 a.m.

Pierre, SD 57501 (Pastor Norman Jones) 	 60
Hope RCUS, 317 South Garfield
Worship 9:30 a.m.; SS 10:45 a.m.

Rapid City, SD 57701 (Pastor: Dorman Savage) 	 60
Grace RCUS, 815 Kansas City Street (Marl: 210 Franklin Street)
Worship 1030 am.; S39:15 am.

Sioux Falls, SD 57106 (Pastor: Jim Sawtelle) 	 60
Trinity RCUS, 218 West 13th Avenue (Nordic Hall) (Marl: 33(:

Street, Sioux Falls, SD 57103)
Worship 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m.; SS 9:00 a.m.

Wisconsin

Manitowoc, WI 54220 (Pastor Neale Riffert) 	  414
Salem-Ebenezer RCUS, 6524 County Trunk C
Worship 10:00 am.; SS 9:00 am.
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Wyoming

Rock Springs, WY 82901 	 307-362-5107
Pilgrims' RCUS, 1515 Edgar Street (Methodist Building)
Worship 2:15 p.m.; SS 1:00 p.m.



ABSTRACT
The Abstract publishes the actions of Synod by following the outline of the

agenda. Reports are printed in the form they were received by Synod and include
any amendments made by Synod. Recommendations appear with the committee
which presented them, are in the form , adopted by Synod (lidos othetwise noted
by [Take note:), [Defeated:], or [Out of order)), and include any amendments
made by Synod. Motions from the floor are marked by a bullet (P) and an in the
form adopted.by Synod.

As resolved by the 249th Synod,
Reformed Chutth in the United States,

this 1995 Abstract is dedicated to:

Dr. Cornelius Van Til (18954987)
Wender  qethe Faith

2 t
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REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNTIED STATES
Emmanuel Reformed Church, Sutton, Nebraska

• May 15-18, 1995 •

SZRVICICS

The Reformed Church in the United States convened the 249th session of
Synod with a won* service at Emmanuel Reformed Church, Sutton, NE (host
conga:10km), on Monday, May 15, 1995, at 7:30 p.m. Rev. Norman Hoefiinger
presided over the service. Rev. Jim West preached a sermon on Luke 2338-43,
tided 'The 24-Karate Profession of Faith."

Synod met for worship with Emmanuel Refonned Church on Wednesday,
May 17, 1995, at 7:30 p.m. Rev. Chester Ploeger presided over the service, and
expressed the appreciation of Synod to the congregation for hosting this yen's
meeting. Rev. Dennis Roe preached a sermon on Matthew 13:1-23, tided "The
Parable of the Sower."

Devotions were presented at 9:45 a.m. daily: Tuesday - Rev. Wesley Brice on
Romans 8:18-30, "Nothing's Going Rigld;" Wednesday. Elder Jon Stuebbe on
Genesis 24:10-26, "Rebelcah's Small Act of Obedience;" Thursday - Rev. Dale
Cbtk on Mask 10:41-45, "Bad Attitudes;" Adjournment - Elder Thomas Mayville
on 1 Peter 5, "Shepherd the Flock."

The President called a special time of prayer on Thursday, 11:45 am., for the
concerns of Synod. Prayer was offered by Revs. Paul Treick, Doman Savage,
Lloyd Gross, and Neale Riffert.

ORGANTLAnON

The Praddent, Rev. Vernon Pollema, called the 249th Synod to order at 8:55
p.m. on Monday, May 15, 1995.

Roll Call
The Stated Clerk, Rev. Frank Walker, called the opening roll. A quorum was

present at each session, as follows:
Roll Call	 MMisters	 Elders 	 rergd
Opening, 5/15/95	 33	 25	 58
Tuesday, 5/16/95	 32	 25	 57
Wednesday, 5/17/95	 33	 26	 59
Thursdays, 5/18/95	 33	 24	 57
Adjournment, 5/19/95	 31	 25	 56

Defining the Bar of the House
The President defmed the bar of the house as the first eight pews on either side

of the aisle.



24 	 ABSTRACT OPINE 

Appointment of 'Mier'
The President appointed Rev. Jim Sawtelle and Elder Jon Stuebbe as tellen.

Election of Officers
President 	 Rev. Vernon Pollens
Vice President 	 Rev. Paul Treick
Stated Clerk 	  Rev. Steven Wolk
Treasurer 	 Elder Clayton Greiman
Synod expressed its deep appreciadon to the outgoing Stated Clerk, Rev. Frank

Walker, who served four years (19914994).
Synod expressed its appreciation to reelected Treasurer, Elder Clayton Grei-

man, for his excellent service while waking through difficult experiences.

Appointment of Reformed Herald Reporter
The President appointed Rev. Peter Grossmann as the reporter for the Re-

formed Herald.

Reading of the Standing Rules
Standing Rule 4 was suspended and the Standing Rules Valle not read orally.

ADOPTION OF AGENDA, ORDER. OF THE DAY, AND SPECIAL ORDERS

The Agenda, Order of the Day, and Special Orders were adopted as presented.

WELCOME OF DELEGATES AND VISITORS

The President welcomed fraternal delegates, representatives of institutions, eld-
ers, and visitors as they arrived. Fraternal delegates and elders of the RCUS were
seated in the bar of the house and given the privilege of the floor.

Fraternal Delegates: Rev. Robert Needham - Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
General Assembly; Rev. Allen Do Jager and Rev. Hank van Veen - Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (liberated).

Representatives: Mr. Lyle Glitters - Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA; Mr.
Keith Vander Pol - Westminster Theological Seminary, Escondido, CA; Mr. Mar-
lowe Van Ginkel • Hope Haven, Rock Valley, IA.

Elders: Mr. Rod Wong - Watertown, SD.
Visitors: Rev. Javi Savalainen - Deaf Reformed Church, Bowie, MD; Mr. Os-

car Pomo - licentiate of South Central Classis.

RECEPTION OF Nzw MDTISTERS

Synod welcomed two now ministers: Rev. David Foamy (pastor of Grace
RCUS, Mitchell, SD), and Rev. Jan Dykshoorn (stated supply of First Presbyterian
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Church, PCA, Bad Axe, MI).

RECEPTION OF NEW CHURCHES

Synod received one new chutr,h: First RCUS, Yuba City, CA, enrolled by the
Western Clam* on May 5, 1995.

APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

The President announced the appointment of Standing Committee for -the
249th session of Synod. Their names appear at the end of each committee report.

REPORTS OF PERMANENT COMMITTEES

Board of nustees

The Board of Trustees continues as a permanent committee of the Synod of
the Reformed Church in the United States bt order to satisfy the requirements of its
incorporation in the state, of North Dakota. The Board holds no property, has no
funds, conducted no business, and held no meetings during the previous synodical
year.

Respectfully,
H. Van Stedum, J. Stuebbe, W. Schnabel

Christian Education
[Referred to Standing Education and Student Aid Committee, p. 128]

Dear Brothers:

The synodical committee on Christian Education in the Church met at Sioux
Falls, South Dakota, on January 9, 1995. Those present were Messrs. William
Haddock, Norman Jones and Howard Hart. Other committee members were con-
tacted by phone and personal conversations in California' .

There was a general discussion on the needs of the Reformed Church in the
United States in the area of Sunday School materiab and how best to met those
needs.

The mandates of the 1994 Synod for this committee reviewed (Abstract, pp.
57,58).

1. As to mandate #1, which tells the committee to continue to examine avail-
able Christian education materiab, it was moved to examine the Sunday School
mataiab produced by Rev. N. Wert (to be critiqued by N. Jones; Gertrude Hock-
semi's Show My thy Ways (to be reviewed by W. Haddock); Dorman Savage's
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booklet, A Cotlirmation Handbook (to be critiqued by IL Hart); aird Rev. H.
Hart's books, How To Study the Bible and T h Exodus (no examiner assigned).

2. Mandate 02 has been fulfilled for last year.
3. Mandate N3 requires the preparation of a questionnaire to be sent to the

congregations aiddng them for their input on the materials they are using in their
church Bible classes. We prepared a questionnaire which will be sent to the
chuir,hes with our committee report to be returned to the committee no later than
our next Synod meeting. The questionnaire is as follows:

The Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States meeting
May 16-19, 1994, at Newton, Wisconsin gave the following mandate to
the Christian Education Conunittee of Synod, "That the auistian Educa-
tion Committee canvas all our churches (with a prepared questionnaire) to
find out what each church is presently using in its Sunday school, confir-
mation school, youth leagues, young adults, etc., and that each church be
asked to give an assemment of its program. The committee would gather
all this data and prepare a systematic description of the available materials
as a guide for the churches." (Page 58 of the Abstract.)

With the above task in mind please IMAM the following questions:
1. What materials are you using for:

a. Sunday School (pro-school, kindagarten, primary, junior,
junior high, senior high, aduk, other)

b. Confirmation School (catechism, church bias% Bilge his-
tory, Bilge studies [i.e., Epistles, Revelation, etc.], song
books, special studies [i.e., how to study the Bible, etc.],
other)

c. Vacation Bible School
d. Youth League
e. Young Adults
f. Couples/Singles
g. Adult Sunday School
h. Wednesday Evening Bible Studies
i. College/Career

2. Please give your assessment of each of the above.
3. What is the greatest need you have in educational materials?
4. What materials do you highly recommend?
5. Please submit this questionnaire by Synod time.

4. Mandate 08 deals with Bible lessons produced by W. Haddock and submit-
ted to the committee. Rev. Haddock has produced a maim of studies for grades 5
through 8 consisting of 12 lessons per study. The studios so far produced are:
Creation (Gen. 1-3), Joshua, Judges, Daniel, Mak, Lord's Prayer and the Apostle'
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Creed. Lessons on the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles are under prepare-
dost. The committee has available for review the studies on Joshua, Mark, and the
Lord's Prayer. They are found to be well-written, very clear and pointed, and are
highly recommended for 12 lesson courses in Sunday School, VBS, and other Bi-
ble study maps. They would abo serve well for older groups. The lessons an
based on a given passage which is explained theologically and ten questions are
given for the student to answer and a verve to motorize. The audtor has also pro-
duced a teacher's guide for the teachers width gives suggestions on how to present
the lesson and gives the answers to the questions in the lesson.

Recommendations: [See Standing Education and Student Aid Committee, p. 128]

Respecffully submitted,
H. Hart, N. Jones, W. Haddock, R. Wairous, R. Lopez

Diaconal Ministries
[Referred to Standing Benevolence Committee, p. 125]

Esteemed Brothers in Christ:

The Diaconal Committee met several times by telephone during the past year
and approved the following payments of funds:

1.Rev. Jan Dykshoom at Kansas City, MO, for $1,500 for medical expenses.
2. Rev. Kishimba Kamm** of Zaire for $1,500 for the building fund.
3. Zaire famine relief in the amOunt of $1,600.
4. Student Roger Terry of Colorado Springs, CO, $600 per month for 8

months for a total of $4,800. (Note: The first payment was made to Mr. Teny and
he quit and returned the money)

5. Mr. Oscar Porras of Texas, $170 for medical . purposes for Mrs. Pones.
(Note: The treasurer has not been instructed to send this money but it has been ap-
proved.)

Recommendations: [See Standing Benevolence Committee, p. 125]

ResPectfunN
G. .Sawtelle, IL Ow, IL Yoder, F. Tedesco, W. Scimabel, K. DeGroot, G. Stewart

Editorial Advice
Referred to Standing Publications Committee, p. 145]

Dear Brethren,

Your Editorial Advice Committee did not formally meet during the classical
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yew. However, we were polled by the Editor of the Reformed Herald educating
our views about the publication of certain articles in the Reformed Herald pertain-
ing to the adoption of the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort.

Your Chairman made several calls to the Rev. Peter Grossmann and to the
committee members. Copies of articles were sakt out for review and were critiqued.
The Editor was busily making phone calls to all the committee members, who ad-
vised him accordingly.

The impose of our committee is only to advise. We assume that even if a ma-
jority of the committee advises the Editor to take a course of action, he does not
have to rubber stamp the COMMUS, CV= though he may have asked for advice. As
it turned out, members of the committee were pretty much split on what few arti-
cles came to our attention.

At times it seemed as if there were. too many men on the Editorial Advice
Committee for the job of the Editor of dke Reformed Herald to be done expedi-
tiously. (This was the observation of both Peter Grossmann and Jim West.) the
Synod may wish to reduce the size of the Editorial Advice Committee so that Peter
Grossmann might be readily encouraged to consult this committee when a contro-
versial article is submitted for publication.

Recommendations: [See Standing Publications Committee, p. 145]

Sincerely in Christ,
J. West, R. Lutze, D. Clark, H. Bowen, H. Bleb, R. Riechert

Executive
[Refened to Standing Ovarian* Committee, p. 142]

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren,

The Executive Committee Report to the 249th Synod of the RCUS consists of
the following two circulars that were issued during the Synodical year (all recom-
mendations passed):

Executive Circular 248:1 (January 19, 1995) - The 248th Synod directed the
Executive Committee to "erect a special committee to develop a commemoration
and celebration of the 250th anniversary of the Synod in 1996" (1994 Abstract, p.
69). Having received an invited= from the Eureka Reformed Church to host the
1996 Synod, the Executive Committee recommended that the following be ap-
pointed to the above-mentioned committee: Revs. N. Hoeflinger, IL Van Stedum,
R. Grossmann, and the elders of the Eureka Reformed Church.

Executive Circular 248:2 (April 5, 1995) - (1) Regarding the complaints
against the Covenant East antis, the Executive Committee recommended that "a
Special Judicial Committee be erected to consider the complaints against the Cove-
nant East Clank and that it be composed of the following: Revs. Paul Treick,
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Norman Jones, and Donald Vance; and Elders Jon Stuebbe and Ted Griefs". and
(2) regarding the resignation of Rev. Peter Grossmann as an advisisy member of
the Dordt College board of trustees and the nomination of Rev. Maynard Koerner
to succeed him, the Executive Commktee recommended that "Rev. Maynard Ko-
enter be approved for appointment as an advisory member of die Dordt College
board of trustees in behalf of the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United
States."

Recommendation: [See Standing Overtures Committee, p. 142]

RegIneffullY,
V. Pollema, P. Treick, F. Walker, R. Spitzer, J. Heerema

Foreign Ministries
[Referred to Standing Missions Committee, p. 138]

Esteemed Fathom and Brothers,

Activities cfyour committee
Your committee confined several times during the year by telephone and sev-

eral members met with representatives of three of the soups from die Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands GKN (Liberated) at Garner in September of 1994.
We have maintained what have tamed out to be the usual sporadic correspondence
with the Reformed Confessing Church of Zaire (ERCZ) in the various areas where
we are supporting ministers and elders. A good bit of information has abo been
gleaned from Dutch reports of which we have received copies. We have overseen
the sending of some $4,000 in diaconal aid to the Lubumbashi and ICanaga areas,
as well as the usual support for Rev. Kishimba and two responsible elders.

Conchtions in Zaire
Conditions in Zaire continue at about the same level of difficulty, although,

thankfully, this has been a quiet year with respect to military and other violent ac-
fivity. The ERCZ has held both local and national Synod meetings at which a man-
her of decisions of importance to our relationship have been taken. one of those
was at the national Synod in Mbuji-Mayi, at which it was decided that rebtions
with churches outside of Zaire would be carried on only through the committees of
the national Synod. until now, these have been done more or less personally by
those with whom we and the Dutch have had contact.

The MN (bleated) missionaries have been able to wort peacefully in Zaire
for the past eight months and have begun theological education with a class in
Lubumbashi. This is attended by men from that area only as men from other areas
belong to other tribes and would be in danger in Shaba province. The monaries
have also conducted elder training causes in 1Kanaga and Mbuji-Mayi with the
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provision that the elders will then return to their congregations and train others.
The Veere Naasten, the social stiucture assistance group, continues its wort

with two families serving in Zaire, one in Lubumbashi and another in the country
nearby. they continue supporting farm and business edablisliment, training house-
wives in nutrition and hygiene, and in supplying financial training and banldng for
Zairians in the volatile currency inflation.

The support for building a church for Rev. ICishintha has been expended by
him as we have been successful in getting other diaconal aid expended in Zaire. We
do lack confirmation from the brethren in Zaire as to exactly what was done with
the money. It was addressed to deacons there and has been wended by than. As
noted above, communication, especially from Zaire has been sporadic. We com-
municate to them through mission agencies, they are able to communicate with us
only by having letters carried to Europe and mailed there.

Continued diaconal needs abound in Zaire, m do needs for financial help with
church buildings. Therefore these needs are included in this year's budget.

Matters of concern
The question of how best to continue supporting the work in Zaire was dis-

cussed thoroughly at our meeting with the Dutch representatives. The conclusion
was that we would work at deliberating with the Zairians about how this aid might
best be addressed. Presently it is sent directly to the ministers and elders receiving
it, but this short-circuits the church's responsibility to support their own pastas and
makes a drastic financial difference between those who receive aid and those who
do not. A first exchange of letters with the church in Zaire has occurred but the
matter is far from settled.

We need to continue direct personal contact with the ERCZ. It is thatfore im-
portant that two members of our committee travel to Zaire sometime in 1995.

Recommendations: [See Standing Missions Committee, p. 138]

ResPectfullY,
R. Grossmann, IL Bowen, P. Treick, E. Greimatut, E. Wood, D. Zoetewey

Home Missions
[Referred to Standing Missions Committee, p. 138]

Esteemed Brethren:

Your committee met at Grace Reformed Church, Rapid City, SD, on Feb. 13-
14, 1995. The host congregation very graciously provided for our needs. We would
hie to take this opportunity to once again express our thanks.

The Synod currendy has five home missions either on partial or full support.
We are proposing the addition of a work in Watertown, SD. These works have
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been visited by committee members according to Synod instruction. The pastors of
the mission works in California did not attend the meeting according to Synod in-
structions for the purpose of cutting costs. The pastors not attends* understood the
need to cut costs but felt that it is impottimt that they attend the meeting whenever
possThle. Repasts of the mission churches have been and will be printed in the Re-
formed Herald. Following are very brief summaries of these reports.

Din*, Reornutd Church, Modestoi CA
The rowdi at Modesto continues to be very good. Rev. Treick mods that,

"We are set up to seat 120. When we moved in to this building we Mod about tree
rows on each side and were wondering if we would ever fill all the room. Presently
we are averaging between 110 and 120 at the morning service, and 80 to 100 at the
cycling service. On several occasions we have gone over the seating limit, but so
far we are able to set up folding dabs. With the exception of one family, these
families are young and have quite a number of children."

The growth at Modesto has necessitated some remodeling projects. They have
also volunteered to take an additional 5% reduction in Synod support than what
was budgeted for 1995.

First Rearmost I Mavis, Yuba ON Cot
Yuba City has received some new members this past year and they continue to

have visitors on a regular basis. They have also had to remove some members this
past year. "Faith in Focus" is used to reach people in the conummity. It is Rev.
Sawtelle's observation that "personal contact, however, is the best way to reach
others. Most of those who have come to First Wormed Chapel have attended as
the result of a personal invitation. Visitors to our services are invited into the homes
of the maims members, and follow-up hospitality is practiced as well." Rev. Saw.-
Idle also carries on a ministry at Folsom Prison.

Yuba City has a fair amount of repair work that will need to be done during
this year. Some of this is due to damage from weather. The committee is seeking
ways to provide help to cover the cost of this repair.

Yuba City has nearly completed the process of becoming an organized congre-
gation. ibis should be completed in the very near future.

Providence Reformed Church, Lodi, CA
This mission work has also experienced some loss in membership this past

year. At the same time they continue to have new visitors at worship. Rev. Marks
reports that "when visitors attend our services they are asked to fill out a 'welcome
card.' A letter is sag and a phone cal is made the same week. When possille a
visit to die home is made, or at bast an idtempt to vbit is made."

Providence Reformed continues to make progress toward the retirement of
their building debt. They are scheduled to have their building debt paid in full by
the aid of 1996 at which time they will no longer seek fmancial support from
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Synod.

Dinip Reform:id Church, Sioux Falls, S'a9
Rev. Tun Sawtelle reports that regular attendance is 115-125 with the hi* be-

ing 165. The evening Bible study fluctuates from 30 to 60 plus. They aro looking
forward to receiving several now families into membership in the near futon. The
congregation has also experienced considerable improvement in the financial =p-
ima

Sioux Falls continues to be without its own build*. They have made serious
efforts towards acquiring their own building this past year. 'Thus far they have not
been successful. It is quite apparent that they have reached the point where they are
in need of their own building.

We rejoice in reporting that 1995 will be the last year that Sioux Falls will need
financial assitdance from Synod. This is truly evidence of God's grace in the estab-
lishment of this congregation as a witness to His Word.

Grace Reformed Chsuvh, Rapid Ciot S'19
Rev. Doman Savage completed his first full year m pastor at Rapid City. He

reports that "the congregation added five families this past year, a total of 15 bap-
tized members which makes a total of 53 baptized members. Then were in this
number throe professions of faith, and one reaffirmation of faith."

Because of the high cost of renting a parsonage Rapid City built it own par.-
nonage this past year. This was accomplished by a mmtber of RCUS individuals
donating their labors to work on the building. The parsonage that has been meted
is valued at $125,000 and was built at a total cost of $73,000.

The canasta), and members of Grace Reformed are very faithful in their re-
sponsibilities to support the church and to mach others in thek conununity. They
are very encouraged about the future.

Other Missions Matters
The committee received a request to consider funding a mission work in Wa-

tertown, SD. Then is a group of five families under the oversight of the Eureka
Reformed Chunrt. they have chosen the name of Covenant Reformed and have
been holding worship services since last fat they have been approved as a home
mission church of Northern Plains Classis with partial support. An assessment
committee consisting of Rev. Maynard Koerner and Rev. David Dawn have ved
the group and have submitted as assessment report The assessmerg committee
finds them to be a viable gimp and recommends approval. We are recommending
that the Synod place Covenant Reformed of Watertown, SD, on home mission
status and provide 75% support with Northern Plains Clank providing 25% sup-
Polt

The 1994 Synod refund the matter of alternative funding for mon chiral
buildings to this committee. After some discussion we are presenting two recent-
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mesOations concerning this matter. We fed that this will be a good way to provide
sonic Mrs fonds for home mission churches to pay off the building debt without
adding to the guideline.

We are also once again recommending an increase in the salary scale for home
mission polio's. Proposed raises have been turned down in the last two years. Tho
home mission pastors have not had a raise since 1992.

We have done some additional work on the home missions manual. With the
recommendations we are presenting we feel that the manual is now complete.

This report will include three-year proposed budgets for each mission church,
I will also include a three-year proposed budget for Synod, based on all the current
mon works, including Watertown. The committee's goal was to keep the budget
at or below.the same level that it has been for the last several yeas.

The committee woukl Me some guidance from Synod concerning the purmit
of new mission works. Since our committee met we have become aware of at least
two additional wows desiring to start a elnirdi. We need to know how aggressive
Synod wants us to be, or must we draw the line at the cunud budget leveL Perhaps
It is time to once in consider a inissionary-atWmge prognim.

Reconuntadadons: [See Standing Missions Committee, p. 138]

Respectfully submitted,
M. Koerner, W. Brice, D. Clark, D. Roe, D. Schloss% A. Stache, R. Kugler, L
Ulmer

Intarchurch Rdations
[Referred to Standing Ecumenical Committee, p. 126]

Esteemed Brothers:

Your committee did not assemble to meet as a whole during this yeat the
chairman did contact the members by phone and letter. A portion of the committee
met with a subcommittee of the Committee on Eannenicity and Interchurch Rela-
dons of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church to begin discussions on the possibility of
church union, and after that meeting the committee convoked to discuss committee
activities, responses to correspondence from other churches and recommendations
to Synod. The following is a summary.

CHURCHES IN FRAXERNAL REIATIONS

I. lb Orthodac Presbyterian Church
The Rev. C.W. Powell, Jr., was our delegate to the 61st General Assembly of

the OPC, and his report will be given at Synod. The strong support given by the
OPC to our spliced= for mentbenhip in the North American Presbyterian and
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Reformed Council should be noted with thanksgiving.
A portion of our committee (Rev. Hodlinger, Rev. Hatt, Rev. Jorgenson, and

Elder Ewald °chimer, also present Rev. P. Grossmann and Elder Jess Johnson) met
with representatives of the OPC committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Reis-
dons (Rex J. Potence, Rex GI Williamson, Rev. R. Needham, with Rev. LeRoy
Miller also present) at Lincoln, NE, on Feb. 15, 1995. the purpose of this meeting
was to open "discussions which might lead to organic union.* The discussions con-
chided that there were no principial reasons not to unite, but it was left open
whether to pursue union of our two churches or strive fir a impeder united Re-
timed church including other Refonned/Piesbyterian churches or to seek a fed-
eration of Reformed churches (Reformed Ecumenical Synod of North Amelia)).
However, it was perceived that a union of ow two churches is to be pursued as a
first step in the broader picture.

Objections to union such as questions conceiving women voting in the congre-
gational meeting and the length of the creation days in Genesis' 1 way frankly dis-
cussed. Thew is a need to become better acquainted with each other through ex-
change of articles in the church papers. A feasible confessional standard was sug-
gested as consisting of the Westminster Confession, the Belgic confession, the
Westminster Shorter Catechism and the Heiddbag Catechism. The committee plan
to meet again in last summer or fall to "establish a Reformed Church Order, incce-
porating the best of the Dort and Westminster traditions.*

The following suggestions are made: that local OPC and RCUS congregations
arena joint meeting; whenever female, inchiding pulpit exchanges; that Presby-
tales and Classes arrange comment modingt; and that the OPC General Asian-
bb, and RCUS synod plan a concurrent meeting in 1998 at which time our joint
committee patient a plan of union to the assemblies. Also that cads be made to
invite each other to ow respective family camps.

Your committee has appointed Rev. Frank Walker to be ow delegate to the
OPC General Assembly meeting at Geneva College, Bawer Falls, PA, May 31-
lime 7, 1995.

II. Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
The Rev. Steven Work, prmendy serving a pastorate in the RPCNA, was our

fraternal delegate to the 165th Synod of the RPCNA meeting at Geneva College in
Beaver Falls, PA, lime 18-23, 1994. Hs report will be given at Synod. Again we
appreciate the support given our application to NAPARC by the RPCNA delega-
tion.

Correspondence from the Rev. Robert Henning of their Interchurch Camnit-
tee informs us that the RPCNA sends fraternal delegates only way other year, and
therefore they will not send a delegate to die RCUS this year. Special note and
prayer should be taken for the work of the RPCNA in Japan in connection with the
earthquake at Kobe. Rev. Henning's letter of meting should be read at this synod.

Your committee has appointed Rev. Howard Halt to be our fraternal delegate
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to the RPCNA General Synod meeting at Geneva College, June 16-22, 1993.

Mdependent Presbyterian Church cfMacico
Correspondence has been resumed with the Independad Presbyterian Church

of Mexico. Rev. Jose Velazquez wrote to Rev. Pollema who forwarded the letter to
your committee. Your chairman has corresponded with Rev. Velazquez who in-
forms us that they will not be able to send a &kyle to our Synod this year. Their
Synod meets biennially and will meet in 1996. In addition to sending a delegate to
their Synod, Rev. Velazquez invites our committee to meet with their committee to
"explore how we can have further fellowship ... and be mutually helpful to each
other."

Reforined Careening Church in Zaire, IIRCZ
It was a highlight of our 248th Synod to have Rev. Kishimba Kasantilca present

as a delegate front the Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire, ERCZ. Your chair-
man has informed him of that and our continued desire to exchange delegates with
the ERCZ as well as information about our respective chiming' activides, from our
Foreign Afinistries Committee report we gather that the ERCZ does have national
synod meetings and dosing fraternal relations with churches outside of Zaire. We
hope to hear from than with regard to their synodical activities and meeting plans,
and how and if we can participate. Yaw committee needs to work in coglinicdon
with the Foreign Ministries Comnittee in respect to their Mute activities. Memben
of the Foreign lvfmistries Committee should plan their travels so as to be present
when the national synod of the ERCZ meets. We also need to be in gams can
municadon with ow Dutch brothers in the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
(Liberated) who are wafting with the ERCZ in order to enrage in more meaningful
fellowship.

Your committee has also received repeated correspondence from a Reformed
Church in Zaire, Synods General asidng for fraternal relations and diaconal ad. on
the advice of Rev. Kayayan your chairman wrote to than that we support the
ERCZ and would need to know more about them. They were also told to contact
Rev. Kishimba and the ERCZ, in addition we asked Rev. Kishimba what he brew
of this Reformed Church in Zais Synode General

R#Irmed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberate4
Your chairman was in the process of writing our sister church, the GKN

(liberated), to send a delegate or greetings to ow Synod this yaw when we to-
ceived the news through a phone conversation with the chairman of Committee
on Relations with the Churches Abroad of the Canadian Reformed Churches that
Rev. A. DeJager and Rev. It van Veen of the Committee on Relations with
Churches Abroad of the GKN (Liberated) will be attending both the synod of the
Canaan Reformed Churches and ow synod meeting. We look forward to this
more Ultimate contact with Its GKN (Liberated) brothers, and we should be plan-
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ning to reciprocate with a delegate to their biennial synod mooting it 1996. Them
relations with the Reformed brethren in other lands strengthens our faith, warms
our hearts and furthers the wort of the Lord's kingdom.

While the brothers are with us we can happily inform them of our adoption of
the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dort in addition to the Hoidelbets, and
also express our concern with regard to the action of the MN (liberated) on the
matter of women voting in the congregational meeting

RELAMONS WITH OTHER CHURCHES

I.Associate Rttforined Presbyterian Church
Correspondence was held with the Rev. George Syms of the Committee on

Interchurch Relations of the Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church expressing
our appteciation for the attendance of Mr. Ben Johnson as an observer at our
Synod last year and also indicating our desire to continue the process of becoming
better acquainted. Thanks was given fords support of the ARPC to the application
of the RCUS to NAPARC. They have been invited to send an observer to our
Synod this year, and our committee has appointed Rev. Dennis Roo to attend the
ARPC Synod, June 12-14 at Bonclarken, Flat Rock, NC.

II. Canadian Reformed Chwvhes
In correspondence with the Rev. J. Moocher of the Committee on Relations

with Chutthes Abroad of the Canadian Reformed Churches it became clear that we
cannot manse observers at our respective synods this year as we will be meeting
at the same time. A letter of greeting is being sent. However, Rev. 'Moeller has
suggested a meeting of our committees (RCUS & Canadian Reformed) at a mute-
ally convenient this and place. He writes, "From our side we are convinced that
such a meeting would be very helpful in that it would allow Mailed dicussions and
cbrification on the history and practices of our respective churches." Your commit-
tee would hie this opportunity and suggests a meeting at Spokane, WA, with two
members of the RCUS committee attending.

III. Korean Presbyterian Church
Your committee has been in correspondence with the Presbyterian Muth of

Korea ("Kosin") for several years. That church is in fraternal relations with the
OPC. Your chainnan invited them to send an observer or a greeting to our Synod
and suggested that we might send an observer to their synod in 1997 should it meet
in tandem with the International Conference of Reformed Churches.

RELATIONS WiTh OTHER GROUPS

We were contacted in the past by the Rev. G.W. Jeff Donnan of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church General Assembly concerning fraternal relationships. Also Dr.
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Edwin P. Elliott, k, has informed yotw chairman concerning a number of small
Presbytaian/Reformed churches that are seriously Wanted in what your chairman
has called a United Reformed Church. Your committee needs synod's advice on
how vigorously to pursue these possible contracts.

ECUMENICAL ORGANIZATIONS

I. North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
The Interim Committee of the North American Presbyterian and Reformed

Council met on Nov. 1, 1994, at the Airport Days Inn in Philadelphia and recom-
mended that NAPARC approve the application of the RCUS for membership. On
Nov. 2, at the plenay session ihe application was approved by a four to one vote
with one abstention. The Christian Reformed Church opposed the acceptance of
the RCUS prima* on the ground of our attendance as observers at the meeting of
the Mance of Reformed Chinches. In this they were supported by the Presbyte-
rian Church in America though in both the intaim and plenary sessions the PCA
abstained in the final vote while the CRC voted against receiving us. Ow answer to
the CRC's aitician is that ow interest in the ARC reflected our truly ecumenical
attitude and was in no way an anti-Christian Reformed dance. Final approval to our
application for membarship now waits on the two-think vote of the radar meem-
blies. (MI was typing dis report, I received word that the CRC delegation to NA-
PARC is recommending to the CRC synod that they approve our application!) In
the council the OPC vigorously supported ow application in the strongest of tams,
and they were supported by the RPCNA, and ARPC, and the Korean American
Presbyterian Church. We thank God for these brethren and especially appreciate
the OPC.

Other actions taken by NAPARC were the rejection of weighted voting so that
It is still writ voting for each church on substantive issues. NAPARC also expressed
thanks to the CRC for disapproving the ordination of women to ruling and teaching
office in the church and also expressed the hope that it would not change that posi-
tion. It was decided that the cost of NAPARC be allocated equally among all the
member denominations. That means $400 each!

II.International Confentnce of Reformed Chumhes
Communications received fern the International Conference of Reformed

Churches were a newsletter, dated Nov. 7, 1994, concaning a missions newsletter
and mission conferences, also dismissing regional ICRC conferences, and listing
papas and speakers for the 1997 confaence; and a Jan. 4, 1995, letter with a
constitutional change proposed by the Free Reformed Churches of Audndia, and
giving the information that die Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America is
applying for membership. The next conference is to be held in Augud, 1997, at
Seoul, Korea.
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III. Alliance ofReformed Churches
At the request of the chairman, the Rev. Neale Rifled attended the Alliance of

Reformed (birches meeting at Lynnwood Christian Reformed March
(Independent) at Lansing, IL, Nov. 15-17, 1994. 138 delegates were in attendance
representing 62 churches (46 Independent, 11 CRC, 4 Presbyterian, and 1 Cana-
dian Reformed). The primary /sue now before the Alliance is what steps should be
taken by the independent churches. Some want to form a federation of churches
adopting a church order along with liturgical forms, etc.; but othen want to main-
tamn independence yet see the formation of a broader ecumenical body including
Presbyterians. Thus the issue of including the Westmhister Standards in the Con-
fessional Statement of ARC was dealt with, and change was made in the purpose of
the Alliance to include "either the Throe forms of Unity or the Westminster Stan-
dards." This requires acceptance of one or the other but not both. I must be ratified
at the 1995 meeting. A committee is to study the differences which may exist be-
tween the Three Forms of Unity and the Westminster Standards. A proposed
church order was recommended for study by the churches, and the comities is to
formulate biblical principles to undergirt it.

After die ARC meeting a considerable number of the Independent Mance
churches called for a meeting in May at Lynnwood Church to orgrmize a federa-
tion. However, dis meeting has since been canceled, your chairman learned, due to
dissatisfaction with the church order that was being proposed. Your chairman did
write to the correspondence committee appointed by ARC recommends that die
independent churches seek to affiliate with a biblically Reformed denorninon; and
therefore, if federating is a first step toward that, they should proceed in that direc-
don.

IV Confessional Conferenart for Reornsed Univ
The Confessional Conference for Reformed church Unity was convened by

the Alliance of Reformed Churches in 1993 at Wheaton, IL, for the purpose of
preparing confessional statements on die issues plaguing die orthodox Reformed
churches today. The first conference focused on evolutionism and produced a pro-
posed Reformed confession of creation. This was a series of affirmations and deni-
als in eleven articles. All of these were treated in a way that the RCUS would find
acceptable. A copy of these is available from the chairman. Last year in 1994 the
topic was egalitarianism. A series of excellent lectures was given on this subject. Dr.
Bill Dennison, philosophy professor at Covenant college, spoke on the Roots of
Egalitarianism, tracing the history from the Greeks to modem democracy and how
when nature and reason, apart from die Word of God, became the fundamental
presupposition of life, egalitarianism produces die confusion we see in modem so-
ciety. Author George Grant gave two lectures on the Fruits of Eiplitadanim He
showed that egalitarianism in modem dress is actually a failure of Christians to
practice disco/anent, and that the chum& has compromised with the world. West-
minster professor Peter Jones spoke of Refuting Egalitarianism and showed that
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papa monint is at the heart of egalitarianism wiping out all biblical distinctions.
• These lectures aro available on tape. Rev. Frank Walker and your chain= at-
tended.

But as good and impostant as these lectures were, the Conference will not be
continued in 1995. This is especially regrettable since this year's topic was to be on
ecclesiology; a topic crucial to the discussions to be made by ARC. Bid only 65
people attended the '94 Conference, down from 80 to 90 the year before. So for
now this dfort to "bind the Reformed and Presbyterian churches together" is on
hold.

Respectfully submitted,
N. Hoeflinger, H. Hart, T. Jotgensen, E. °china, A. David, M. Honeck

Ministerial Relief
[Referred to Standing Ministerial Aid Committee, p. 135]

Esteemed Fathas and Bredwen:

Your committee conducted its business by phone conversation. We bring the
following report and recommendations.

FUND SUMS

Fund Assets	 Rate	 Maberity	 Current
Value

Catificate of Deposit, 7.8% annual 8/12/96 23,237.94
Ametican Savings Bank,
Stockton, CA
Certificate of Deposit, 	 4.1% upon maturity	 7/5195 33,641.76
Parma & Merchants
Bank, Aberdeen, SD
Certificate of Deposit, State 5.5% (compounded	 10/27/96 17,000.00
Bank of Minh's& MN	 quarterly), with a one

time option to thane
the rate at any time
during the term of the
CD

NOW Checking Account,	 1,284.84
State Bank of Hambutg,
MN
Total Value of Assets, 4/30/95	 75,164.54
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CoNnumnoNs, 4/26194 - 4/30195

Date	 Contributor	 Amount	 Notes
7/15/94 Providence Reformed any* Lodi,	 280.00
CA 

10/5/94 Peace Reformed Church, Upham,	 100.00
ND

11/25/94 Men's Qnistian Fellowship, 	 357.00	 Men's breakfast
Ebenezzr Reformed Quir,h	 patoccoda

12/8/94 ILP. or Elms Wilson 	 500.00
12/9/94  Elms Wilson 	500.00 

11/30194 Trinity Reformed, Modesto, CA	 173.02
12117/94 Alvin E. Mettler 	 100.00
12/30194 John & LaDonna Pink 	 200.00

1/3/95 Salem-Ebcao= Reformed, Mani-	 527.30
towoc, WI

Total Contributions	 2,737.32

Contributions were dawn front the previous year by $3,357.28.

Cowan= AcnoNs

A. Conversation with Mr. Louis Hubnim
The 248th Synod of the RCUS instructed the permanent hfinikdal relief

committee to contact Mt Louis /Madre, Trona= oldie Synod oldie Reformed
Presbyterian Church of North America, for information on their retirement plant
(1994 Abstract, p. 63, r. #10). Commktee member Haddock contacted ME Hut-
mire by phone. The RPCNA faced a similar situation which we are now facing
with our retirement situation. Their Synod canto up with a plan to provide set re-
tiremat benefits for its ministers. The plan was phased in over a period of time in
order to radially move away from their old system (which was similar to our cur-
rent system) to their current plan. The RPCNA retirement plan &Mu sigtfilcandy
from both our current practice and the proposed Ministerial Aid fund in two key
ways:

1) The payment of benefits in the RPCNA plan is greedy smaller than the
payments of benefits which arc now currendy in the RCVS. Mt Hutmire
told Rev. Haddock that the top monthly benefit in their plan is about $700
per month, with the low benefit being between $300 and $400 per month.

2) The RPCNA plan keeps a record of individual accounts for each of its
ministers, with each minister being responsible to make hi own contdbu-
dons to the fund. A minister must remain in the plan for five years to be-
come vested. Every minister is assessed a minim= annual amount which
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he must pay into the plan; the expected monthly retirement benefit of a
minister can only be increased if that minister conbibutes more than his
annual assessment

Due to these key differences, the RPCNA plan does not seem to be an option
for the RCUS.

B. The State of the Fund
The committee members main committed to the Ministerial Aid fund as the

long-tam answer to the retirement needs of our ministers. Our problem is not with
the goal of the fund (which would meet caw needs if we can increase the principle
to $1,000,000), but the problem is that the principle is not growing as fast as we
would hie. This committee has tried many different ways to promote this fund, and
has given many different suggestions as to how the church can contribute to the
fund. Those suggestions included direct individual contributions, congregational
offerings, estate bequests, and naming the fund as a beneficiary of a life insurance
policy. Despite the publicity and fimd-rabing suggestions, contributions have fallen
off steadily since the fund began. You committee discussed ways to address this
problem. We think that it is time to place this fund on the annual guidelines. There
does not scan to be an easy MOWN for solving our current problem. Staying with
the goal of this fund would seem to be the best course of action; an annual guide-
line will provide the fund with steady income.

C. The Purpose of the Fund
The purpose of the fund, simply stated, is to provide for the retirement needs

of our pastors. However, there are no set guidelines for paying benefits for our
ministers. There is no consistent moans testing which is applied. We seem to be di-
vided as to whether our practice should be coneidered ministerial aid, given in
emulate according to need, or whether it is an expected retirement benefit We
have all been witness to several sticky moments in previous meetings when this is-
sue has been debated on the Boor of Synod. It would seem that unless we are will-
ing to clearly define our benefits as retirement pay, then some form of means test-
ing should be done to determine the amount of ministerial aid which should be paid
to a particular couple or individual.

How can this be done fairly? It may not be fair to suddenly change the rules
for those who ate now receiving ministerial aid, but such means testing could be
applied consistently to all fudge requests for ministerial aid. Your connnittee is not
prepared to present any plan to this Synod, but this Ian area which needs further
study. Perhaps a questionnaire for those requesting aid can be developed which
would include such areas as expected monthly income from other sources, expected
monthly expenses, and the amount of aid requested. We understand that God, by
His providence (Heidelberg Catechism #27), gives material blessings according to
his will. His providence provides more to some, less to others. A minister who has
served smaller congregations, or one with a history of medical expenses, may not



42 	 ABSTRACT CW THE 

be as prepared for retirement as a minister who has been blessed by God with the
ability to prepare for the future. Article 34 of the RCUS Constitution assumes that
some ministen are in a bettor position to support themselves than others. The tine
hm conic for us to resolve this issue in a Christian manner, in a way which is just
both to the ministers who need support and the people who are asked to contnisute
to that support.

Recommendations: [See Standing Ministerial Aid Committee, p. 135]

Respectfully submitted,
W. Haddock, S. Schlei, D. Vance, J. Sawtcllc R. Kuder, T. Reimer, J. Stuebbe,
R. Warvvick, Stink

Publications
[Referred to Standing Publications Committee, p. 145]

Esteemed Brethren:

Your committee did not meet dwing the year, but conferied as neceesary by
telephone.

r n a n c a Report (2/1/P4 - 1/31/95)

Fund Balance (1/31/94) 	  19,564.04
Income

General Publishing (from guideline) 	  20,174.12

	

Postage (Book Depository)   119.68
Sale of Books

Aid to the Heidelberg Catechism 	  52.50
Directoiy of Worship 	  16.96
Heidelberg Catechism 	  1,923.86
Jones Workbook, Preorder 	  540.00
Jones Workbook 	  186.25
History of Eunice Cassis 	  5.00
Reformed Herald 	 11,926.62
Faith of Ow Fathers 	  909.40

Total Income 	 35,854.48
Expenses

Book Purchases 	  4,450.00
Directory of Worship 	  177.80
Jones Workbook, Refunds 	  200.00
Joyce Parker Honorarium 	  250.00
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Postage 	  150.98
Publication Committee 	  739.96
Reformed Herald 	  10,380.44
Royalties 	  98.63
Telephone 	  116.23

Total Expense 	 1§411.44
Fund Babnce (1/31195) 	 38,530.74

Note that the cost of printing the Abstract was charged to the snivel meeting
expense.

Your committee has continued to work with Rev. Paul Thick with nerd to
publishing the New and Old Testament Workbooks. Neither we yet ready for pub-
lication.

4,250 copies of the Heiddbetg Catechism Workbook by Norman Jones, have
been printed and are now available at the Book Depository.

Inventory tithe RCUS Book Depository as of April 1, 1995. Cost of shipping
will be added to the prices below.

Ilk	 CAW
Hciddbag Catechiem 1979, Hardcover 	 0
Heidelberg Catechism 1986, Hardcover 	 651	 13.50
Heidelberg Catechism 1979, Paperback	 1,129	 1.75
Heidelberg Catechism 1986, Paperback	 1,577	 1.75
Aid to HC (Thelemann), Hardcover 	 20	 10.50
Our Ciod & Ilis People Teachers Manual	 14	 7.50
Notary of the &web Classis, Hardcover	 638	 5.00
Directory of Worship, Hardcover	 5	 8.50
Christian Living in the Home Workbook (P. Trick) 	 69	 3.00
How to Handle Trouble Leaders Guide (P. Thick) 	 143	 1.75
Faith of Our Fathers Living Still, Paperback 	 262	 8.50
The Reformed Church in the US, Pamphlet Several cases 	 No charge
Why the RCUS?, Pamphlet	 Several cases	 No charge

Synod has already appropriated the money to print 2,000 hardcover copies of
the 1979 edition of the Heidelberg Clitecltism. Since learning that our treasury is in
better shape, you committee is proceeding to publish them.

Your committee has prepared a Confirmation lbadbook utilizing material from
several minktas of Cheek. The Handbook is designed as a four year confirmation
study. The book is thvided up into four years each hiving 32 clam sossions. In-
cluded in the course of study are help with memorization material about each
question of the Catechism, studies on systematic theology (50 words of faith by
Rev. David Dawn), and a question sheet for each chapter of Knipe?. Church 11.-
tory (supple. by Rev. Howard Hart). In addition, Rev. Robert Grossmann has
written an introductory section, which gives the reasons for ow particular practice
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of confirmation.

Recommendations: Pee Standing Publications Carnal.", p. 145]

Respectfully submitted,
D. Savage, D. Dawn, S. Pats, T. Grime, J. Arendt, R. Schnabel

REPORTS OF OFFICERS

President

Esteaned Brethren:

The following excerpts from the reports of the presidents of the Executive
Committees of the Classes give a picture of the overall state of the Refomted
Church in the United States.

Fran Western Classes
"As I read the parochial reports for 1994,1 give dunks to God for blessing the

congregations of Western Chub with the faithful preacling of Word. I abo
give thanks to God for giving Ifs people the desire of obeying Hs Word. God en-
ables preachers to proclaim HI Word, and he onabbs ifis people to obey Ns word.
To God be the glory!

"... [I]t does appear that our covenant young people are being instmcled for
confimiation, and the mambas of our constellations are being nurtined. ... It was
reported that Christian discipline is being faithfully exercised, and die sacuments of
baptism and the Lord's Supper are propedy admstered.

"We will be considering the possibility of funding a Western Oasis borne mis-
sion wodc at Covenant Reformed Chapel, Chico, California, dining our Classes
meeting thi" year.

"Covenant Reformed Church, Sacramento, has called Item Dom& Roe as an
Associate Pastor for the purpose of establishing a mission work in Grass Valley,
California.*

From Northern Plains Classis
"The parochial reports of the pasties of the Northern Plains amsis make it

abundantly evident that our pastors are vary personally aware of the high calling
that they have received of God to preach the Gospel faithfully and to labor on be-
half of Jesus aide among Hs people.

"Ow pastors are faithfully preaching and teaching God's Word. God's people
are receiving that Word with joy. and gladness. That word of God has been effective
in building our people with sound docttine, correction, arid instruction in righteous-
ness. Our pastors are busy with Bible studies, personal prayer weetiags, youth in-
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'traction, Ladies' Aid, visitation to Care Centers, and writing mithstries. They have
used opportunities to reach out by means of radio and newsprint.

"God has opened doors for us in Watertown, SD. Hallehdah! ... Let's get to
wolk and support this work with our prayers and finances. The NPC is doing mis-
sions! A group has begun Bible studies in Bismarck, ND. Pray for God's leading on
this work and for wisdom on how to proceed."

From South Central Classic
"In reading the parochial reports it is evident that the above concern (ed., see

Eph. 3:17-19) which Paul had for the church at Ephesus is also the concern that
pastors of South Central Classis have for their congregations. In addition to the all
important task of preaching, which is faithfully being carried out, pastors are very
busy in various Mile studies, counseling teaching, and in other types of ministries
to not only feed the flock of Jesus Christ but also to reach the lost with the good
news of salvation.

"It is also evident that God is blessing these efforts. Many of the congregations
are reporting encouraging news concerning the reaching of new people and growth
in attendance at worship. This is especially true for some draggling congregations
Who have not seen growth in the past, Loveland and Colorado Springs, CO, and
Lincoln, NE, just to mention a few. We also note the continued growth of our mis-
sion woks in Sioux falls, and Rapid City, SD.

"As ono bias to get an overall picture of where the churc.h is at imd is going, it
is quite evident that we are moving from a rural church to an whim church. ... Per-
haps it is sad to see long established rural congregations declining, yet we know it is
simply a fact that people are moving to the cities. It is good to see though, that we
are establishing congregations in cities in the Midwest. As it seems evident that the
future of the church is in the cities, we must remain diligent in responding to oppor-
tunities to establish mission woks in the population centers when ever possible.

"We continue to plow new ground with respect to ow efforb in McAlies, TX.
Licetaiste Oscar Potras reports a good response to his work there. ... The challenge
before us is to see if we are willing and able to respond to opportunities which the
Lord provides for missions."

NOM Covenant East Closets
"As I read the parochial reports of the pastors of ow congregations, it is my

joyful conclusion that all of our churches continue to clearly exhibit the marks of
the pure preaching of God's Word, of the rightful administration of the sacraments,
and of the exercise of Christian discipline. While it is apparent from our reports that
all of us struggle with imperfection in these areas no less than in others, ow pastors
do report that their activities center in preaching God's Word and in pastoral work
among their people. The weekly worship services are well attended, die sacraments
are administered regularly, and catechetical and Sunday School instruction continue
in all of our congregations. Indeed, the very fact that we confess ow Imperfections
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Brethren, the office of elder is a spiritual honor, as well m a great impose&
ity. The apostle Peter was happy to count himself as one. He was also a witness of
the sufferings of Cluis4 he could speak as a competent witness about dings that
were not done in a corner. Speaking specifically to dders, I close with the words of
an elder who had learned at the foot of the Master: "The elders which are among
you! exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Mist, and
also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed: Feed the noel of God which is
among you, taking the oversight thavog not by constraint, but willingly; not for
filthy lucre, but of a ready mind; Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but
being ensamples to the flock. And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall
receive a crown of glary that fadeth not away. Lambe, ye younger, submit your-
selves unto the War. Yea, all of you be subject one to anothei; and be clothed with
humility: for God resisteth the proud, and give& grace to the humble. Humble
yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may cult you in due
time (1 Pet. 5:1-6).

Respectfully submitted,
V. Pollesna

Stated alert
[Referred to Standing Overtures Committee, p. 142]

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

Minutes
The 248th Synod of the RCUS sniped the Clerk the following duties in ad-

dition to those specified in the Constitution, Rules of Order and Standing Rules:
After a kW* discussion of the report of the Special Committee to Study the

Doctrine of Scripture at Westminster Seminary, Philadelphia, the President asked
the Clerk to remind delegates to prepare to discuss dis mon at the 249th session
of Synod. Please maid this paragraph as the fulfillment of the President's request.

Recommendation #10 of the Standing Fmance Committee; "that ihe Synod
Treasurer be placed on the Stated Clerk's mailing lig, 'etc. (1994 Abstract, p. 59),
has been done.

Last year the Clerk asked Synod for information concerning the "Register of
Licensures and Ordinations" mentioned in Article 109. Synod responded through
recommendation #8b of the report of 1he Standing Judicial Committee (1994 Ab-
stract, p. 61), which directed the Clerk to purchase a book if no misting one could
be found. The Cleit, after consulting with his predecessor, acquired such a book
and is in the process of entering the necessary Information.

The 248th Synod also expressed its desire to reduce the size of the annual Ab-
stract of Minutes. Accordingly, the 1994 Abstract was only 88 pages low To ac-
complish this, the Clerk did the following: (1) put the "General Information" on the
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inside back cover; (2) omitted the id of RCUS congtvgations, which can now be
obtained from the Clerk as a flyer; (3) did not specify the Standing Committee as-
signments, since the names of those who served on various committees appear at
the end of their Ivor* (4) omitted the recommendations of Permanent Commit-
tees, since these never come &reedy to the fioor of Synod; (S) omitted the auditor's
opinion of the Treasurer% report; (6) omitted the report of RCUS Memel dale-
gates and observers, since the information in these reports that requires Synod's at-
tendon is desk with through the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee; (7)
reformatted the Standing Excuses Report as a single paragraph, omkting the rea-
sons why the excuses were granted; (8) listed only the final mileage reimbursement
for the 1994 Synod in the Standing Finance Report, instead of identifying how
much went to each delegate; and (9) graved several overtures together in the
standing Overtures Report The Stated Clerk requests Synod to expo= its will as to
whether these and other items should be included or not.

Other activities of the Ckrk
In addition to the above, the following activities of your Clerk should be noted:
The Clerk also sent a letter notifying the Clerks of the Classes of items =quit,

ing the attention of du* Classes, specifically amendments to the Constitution as
proposed by the 248th Synod, inducing the ratification of the 13elgic Confeseion
and Canons of Dort as additional doctrinal standards of the RCUS. Tiro* an
own* of the Clerk, this letter was actually sent twice.

Because several individuals have asked about the correct wording for the
Constitutional Questions to Elders (Article 81), a copy is attached to this report.
Delegates can obtain the complete Constitution and/or the Reformed Cortese:es
(as recommended for adoption by the previous Synod) from the Stated auk by
supplying him with a 3341' Ask and a postpaid maim All files me in WordPerfect
6.0a format.

Proposed amendments to the Constitution
The following Classes have reported their votes on action proposed by the

248th Synod to the Clerk:

Amendment	 Covenant Northern South 	 Western Ratified?
Hart 	 Plains Central 

Article 20 	 no 	 yes 	 , yes 	 Yes 	 yes 
Article 48 	 no 	 no 	 Yee 	 yes 	 no 
Article 24 	 yes 	 Ye* 	 Yes 	 yes , yes 
Article 26 	 yes 	 yes 	 yes 	 yes 	 Yea 
Adoption of	 stayed	 yes	 yes	 yes	 Yes
Belgic and Can-
ons
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Additional	 yes	 ruled out	 yes	 yes	 yes
wording changes	 of order
to creeds
Changes to	 yes	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes
Constikdion
paling creeds
Changes to Di-	 yes	 yes	 Yes	 yes	 yes
rectory of Wor-
ship regardigg
creeds
Changes to	 Yes	 Yes	 Yes	 Yee
Synod forms re-

, "era); creeds

Respectfully,
F. Walker

The President declared that the Belgic Cosh:seam and Canons of Dort, as rati-
fied by two4lirds of the Classes, aro official creeds of the RCUS. 'The ruling was
challenged and was sustained.

Thome
IRchtivd to Standing Finance Committee, p. 1291

The following notes we an integml part of the financial statemanb.

Note /: Summary of Significant Accounting Policies
Basis of Accounting: The Reformed Church in the United States, Synod,

prepares its financial statements on the cash basis method of accounting
Fund Accounting: Fund accounting, which consists of a self-balancing

group of accounts and in which is recorded cash received and expenditures
paid, is used by the Synod. In addition, revenue and the related assets we me-
ognized when received rather than when the obligation is lammed. Accord-
ingly, the accompanying financial statameals are not hauled to present finan-
cial position and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles.

Note 2: Notes Receivable: Notes receivable are recorded as an asset at the time
funds are advanced.
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Statement of Assets and Liabilities - Cash Basis 

	

151195 	 151/94
Current Meets

Cash 	 47,343.00 	 28,936.50
Money Mutat Savings 	 144.162.10 ,2.030-14

Total OnTent Assets 	 147,415.30 	 80,966.64
Other Assets

Notes Receivable Unsecured 	 0,510.74 	 63,305.82
Total Assets 	 207,926.04 144,272.46
Liabilities and Fund Balance*

—
Fund Balances 	 207,926.04 144,272.46

TarAL Lbuilt.rnEs AND FUND BALANCES 	 207.926.04 144.27246

Loans Receivable
Begin BaL	 Principal	 Interest	 End BaL

Lincoln, 3% 	 21,085.00 	 800.00 	 642.82 	 20,285.00
St John's RCM
Si= Falls, 3% 	 20,000.00 	 0.00 	 600.00 20,000.00

v Trinity RCUS
Cincinnati, 7.5% 	 22,220.82 	 1,995.08 	 1,598.92 	 20,225.74
Russian Ortho-
dox
Tam 	 _ 63,305.82 _ 2,795.08 	 2,841.74 _ 60,510.74 



52
	

AesreAcr OP=

Statement of Income

CHURCH Duos Moons Foreign Ministorld
Missions Mission* Aid

CA, Anderson 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
CA, Antelope, Val. 17620 738.50 132.74 406.48
CA, Bakersfield 960.00 6,747.30 875.00 3,807.30
CA, Lodi 327.06 2,313.16 434.46 1,282.84
CA, Modesto 259.60 2,019.60 404.80 1,139.60
CA, Sacramento 564.60 4,305.20 864.80 2,434.60
CA, Shelter 543.00 4,214.00 846.40 2,383.00
CA, Willows 177.00 1,377.00 27600 150.00
CO, Colo. Springs 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
CO, Kaival 141.60 826.08 165.60 466.08
CO, Loveland 129.80 0.00 0.00 0.00
IA, Gamer 88600 6,747.30 1,353.00 3,808.00
MN, Hamburg 1994.20 10,946.07 1,505.27 8,121.52
MO, Kansas aty 212.40 196.24 196.24 416.25
ND, Ashley 383.50 2,977.00 596.00 1,683.50
ND, Denhoff 217.00 1,806.81 304.80 802.90
ND, Minot 171.10 368.67 73.66 207.35
ND, Upham 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
NE, Uncoin 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
NE, Sutton (Emml) 1286.20 9,938.60 1,996.40 5,620.30
NE, Sutton (Hope) 1227.20 9,547.20 1,913.80 5,387.20
OH, Napoleon 501.50 4,900.25 782.00 2,722.66
PA, Carbondale 182.90 1,419.80 286.20 802.90
SD, Aberdeen 761.10 6,908.20 750.00 3,300.00
SD, Artas 238.00 1,836.00 368.00 1,036.00
SD, Eufeka 1603.00 12,386.00 2,484.00 6,993.00
SD, Herreid 36600 2,21600 267.00 1,316.00
SD, Hosmer 336.30 0.00 0.00 0.00
SD, Leda 166.00 1,750.00 260.00 1,250.00
SD, Menno 1392.40 10,820.00 2,171.20 6,112.40
SD, Mitchel 401.20 2,614.40 1,125.60 1,761.20
SD, Piens 135.70 472.76 0.00 532.51
SD, Rapid City 141.60 1,101.60 220.80 621.60
SD, Sioux Falls 544.88 3,731.77 681.33 2,061.57
WI, Manitowoc 1705.00 11,965.00 2,271.76 7,485.00
WY, Rock Spdnge 135.70 0.00 0.00 0.00

Other income 4563.99 3139.90 9.20 526.90

Totals 22917.73 129007.41 23808.66 72727.55
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Statement of Expenses
Moist' Mal Aid 69,380.00

Mrs. Marie &yobbo 9,600.00
Rem Cheater Hoerr 13,440.00
Rev. karma Duckett 13,440.00
Rev. Mamice Medved 5,000.00
Rev. Robed Sande, 13,440.00
Mn. Vivian Stuebbe 9,600.00
Rev. Norman Hoeffinger 4,860.00

Student Aid 17,153.00
Homy Mom 3,100.00
Robert C. Davis 14,053.00

Synodical Dues 28,844.13
Annual Meeting 13,542.68
Alliance of Reformed Church 60.04
Christian Education 210.40
Confusional Conference 351.80
Define and Defend Committee 880.66
Dkactory of Worship 194.96
Dordt College Commence 6.68
Family Convention 4,011.49
Financial Audit 427.00
Home Missions Committee 2,958.15
Independent Missions Committee 107.95
Interchurch Relation' 1,552.57
Officer Remuneration 3,500.00
Postage 256.06
RCUS Hymnal Study 32.03
Right to Die 269.98
Storage Rent 52.80
Supplies 214.84
Telephone 76.35
Women in Mtary 137.69

Home hfissions 126,597.18
First, Yuba City, CA 30,672.00

• Providence, Lodi, CA 31,366.58
Trinity, Modesto, CA 25,033.56
Trinity, Sioux Falls, SD 13,525.00
Grace, Rapid City, SD 26,000.04



f,..P0,7.11&

1,100.00
A." AA

al 	 255.00 
16,564.04

JP 	 177.10
thuds 	 200.00

10,310.44
4,450.00

150.91
*too 	 739.96

91.63
116.23

ration 	 250.00 
20,045.51

Kanfai, CO 	 1,333.32
13,120.00
4,400.00
1392.26 

4,493.67
anod Seminary 	 4,353.67
ogicid Sonioag, CAL 	 140.00 

4,519.58 
4,927.55 
4,600.00

1,500.00
Iiz 	 1,500.00

1,600.00 
1,004.38 

novae= 	 2,795.08 
311,513.61 

r OF MLNIDZRIIIIIP AND FINANCIAL Swum;
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RZPORTS OF RCM FRAURNAL DICLEGIATICS

Orthodox Presbyterian Churl* General Assembly

Fiteemed Fathers red Bletinen:

It was my ptivilege to serve as your delegate to the General Assembly of lie
Orthodox Presbyterian Church at Harvey Cedars, New Jersey, June II-14, 1994.

My wife acamnpanied me, and we drove to New Jam and WM able to
combine a littie vacation, celebration of ow 32td wedding anniversam and service
to the RCUS.

I was glad to be able to attend all of the sessions from Ihe opening worship
Wednesday evening well late Thesday afternoon when all that temained was minor
homeokeeping status. I attended the meetings of Advisory Committee Six which
was sjven the Report of the Committee on Ecumenicity and Markus& Rebtions,
became this was of glut interest to me.I was warn* received and was given the
pdviege of paticipation lithe debates, a privilege which I used in a most economi-
cal way. I was able to visit with a great number of the delegates between salons
and dodos meek. I think there it an enamors mnount of good-will lithe OPC for
the RCUS. I heard many expranions of maid for ow church, and positive at-
couragement for closer ties.

In my report to the synod of the RCUS, I would focus on tinve mAjor areas.

First Primary Merest to the RCUS
In observing the deliberation of the amend Assembly, two resolutiom of ma-

jor interest to the RCUS were pawed without diment.
The fig was concerning our application to NAPARC:

That the 61st Oaten! Agnelli* Worm NAPARC that k is vay deeply
dishessed by the refusal of NAPARC 1993, for a second successive year, to
recommend for membership a chura that flub all the qualifications required by
the Constkution. That the Church meets all the Constitutional taquiranents for
membership was made claw to all the delegates nor was their qualifications
chalkoged on Constitutional wounds. It is therefore clear that those who voted
not to receive the Church used other, extra-comtitutional utak andtenons
to keep it out of the fellowship, a shameful use of voting privilege. The particu-
lar Chineh lumens, in this case, to be the Reformed Church in the linked
States, but the matter is far Ngger: such dicrimination could be applied to any
church seeking membership.

The General Assembly regards these decisions as desöuctive of the spilt
and fellowship intended for NAPARC whose ends are "to advise, camel, and
cooperate in various matters with one another and hold out before each other
the desirability and need for organic union of churches that are of like faith and
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practice" (NAPARC Constitution, Article 1I).
An lipnization that wilfilyacts contray to its constitution vitiates the

very putpose of its existence and does gross Windup to its mambos. If such an
action is again repeated at the 1994 NAPARC meeting the body should give
serious consideration to &solving itself:

The General Assembly, rather, requests NAPARC 1994 to rammed the
Refosused Church in the United States for membership without further delay.

And that a copy of this action by the Assembly be sent in an appropriate
letter to the nudor assemblies of the NAPARC member churches and to the
Synod of Reformed Church in the united States.

The second resohdion of the General Assembly that partiadarly concerns the
RCUS was also passed without dissent:

That this General Assembly ocpress to tho Synod of Reformed Church
in the United States its deep appreciation for the action of the Synod, namely,
"that the permanent Interchurch Rebdons Committee of the Synod of the
RCUS request :joint meeting with the OPC's Committee on &wackily and
bsterclwrch Reladons for the purpose of opening discussions which might lead
to manic union," and instruct the Combo: on Econemicity and Intardnich
Relations to respond affinnatively to a request for "joint meeting" when b
received for the RCUS Committee:

And instruct the Stated Clot to inform die RCUS and its Committee on
Interchurch Relations 461 action.

Grounds: (1) This is in keeping with our biblical Principles of die Unity of
die Church. (2) The OPC has had a growing closeness with the RCUS begin-
ning in die 1950's and culminating in the. official establishment of Ecclesiastical
Fellowship with than. (3) We esijoy fellowship on die Numerical level by our
both being members of the Internadonal Conference of Reformed Churches.

In my address to die General Assembly I =pressed our desire to seek closer
des with the OPC and the deep appreciation of die RCUS for the support of the
OPC concerning ow applicadon to NAPARC.

Second: Interchurch Relations
Both in committee and on the floor, the General Assembly agonized over its

relationship to the Christian Reformed Church of North America (CRCNA). The
matters of ordaining women to church offices and die church's position concerning
homosmality woe voy distressing to die mum/skims. There seemed to be
general consent that the CRCNA seemed to be moving in =biblical dinctions, but
there was prolong debate on the forcefulnam by which the cancans of the OPC
should be presented to the (CNA. This division was apparent on evay level: no
Committee on Ecumenicity and Intathurch Relations had both a majority and a
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minority report that expresses diffwences; the Advisesy Committee had the same
differences, and the debate on the floor reflected the same. I was impressed with
the desire of the General Assembly to both be biblical and faithful to Scripture on
these matters, and yet be loving and effective in expressing these concerns to the
CRCNA.

These meters were first considered on Saturday, but referred back to commit-
tee, when the Assembly perceived that it was doing committee work on the floor.
The committee reported back Monday evening with tecommendations. After much
maneuvering a final resolution was adopted by a small mire*:

That the General Assembly instruct the Committee on Ecumenicky and
Intathurch Relations carefully to contiont representatives of the CRCNA with
our concerns about what we perceive to be their church's (corporate sinful
conduct inducing but not Um& xl to:

a.Its toleration of the ordination of women to the office of elder contrary
to the Scriptures and the Church Order of the CRCNA, and

b.Its toleration of the =biblical aspects of CRCNA statements concerning
homosexuality, e.g., (1) That some homosexuals "may ... bear only idiom1 re-
sponsibility" fir their condition [Acts qf Synod 1973, p. 631, ow undaliningl,
and (2) That some who have this condition "csmot be healed" and "mget
cept =ago limitations of their homosexuality." [ibid., p. 632, otr underlie-
ind and

c. Its failure to exercise church discipline in the case of those classes, con-
atones, or individuals who have clearly violated the principles of Scaipture
and it confessions, and

If the CRCNA, having been so advised fails to exhibit, in the opinion of
the Committee on Ecumenicky and Intercluirch Relations adequate evidence
of repentance and the will to correct those corporate sins, the question of sev-
ering our fraternal relationship with the CRCNA be placed on the docket of
the 1996 General Assembly, with the provision that should the 1994 Synod of
the CRCNA adopt any change in its confessional standards and/or Church Or-
der that approve the ordination of women elders within the CRCNA, that the
question of savoring ow fraternal relationship with the CRCNA will be placed
on the docket of the 1995 General Assembly,

And further that the General Assembly instruct its fraternal delegate to the
CRCNA Synod of 1994 to present die following message to the Synod:

The 61st General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church sends
greetings to you, Brothers in Christ, by way of this message which was ap-
proved by the General Assembly on Amp 13, 1994.

We want you to know we have been in much prayer for you in regard to
ow deep concern for your denomination. We want you to know how much we
praised God for your faithful stand in the truth of the Gospel in yeas past and
the example you have been to 1111 OW the years. We have said our children to
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your churches and you have sent your children to our churches, and we have
rtoiced in the common cause that has united us over the years.

The General Assembly this year instructed our Committee on Ecumenicily
and Interchurch Relations to moot with your representatives and discuss with
them matters of great concern to the OPC. We sincerely request you to most
with them and listen to what we are saying to you through them.

The wily that has been so precious to us in the past is threatened. Miry it
not be said of the OPC or the CRCNA maw of those things Obit said to the
churches in Revelation 2 and 3, except, perhaps the commendation given to
the church at Smyrna, "Be faithful even to the point of death and I will give
you the crown of life. Ho who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to
the churches. He who overcomes will not be hurt at by the second death."
Your brothers in Christ,
61st General Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Thin* Miscellaneous
There seems to be some discontent over the decision not to republish the or

nal Dinky Hymnal. In fact, them was a movement to break off the cooperative
publishing effort with the PCA in Great Commission Publications. This effort
failed, but revealed some frustration. Thew were some rumors that the old Itimnal
might be republished. There was great littered in the fact that the RCUS wants the
old byname!.

Foreign Musions: Mating ENscipks afAll Nations, a plan for Reformed for-
eign missions was adopted in 1993. Copia of this plan were given to this delegate
to send on to Synod.

Fraternal Delegates: Messages were given by Rev. Jack W. Sawyer of the Re-
formed Churches of New Zealand; Rev. John S. Ross, Free Church of Scotland;
Rem LeRoy G. Christoffeb, CRCNA; Rev. Bruce Backauto, RPCNA. It was 'joy
to me to see Rev. Backensto again, for we had worked together at Evangelical
Christian Academy here in Colorado Springs, and I had two of hi children in
school He reported that his Church also strongly supports our application to NA-
PARC.

Highlight of the Assembly: Personally, the highlight of the assembly for this
delegate was the address on lbesday of Rev. Kevin M. Backus from the Bible
Presbyterian Church. Rev. Backus said that the Bible Presbyterians had not much
experience in ecumenism, but they were desirous of renewing relationships and re-
pairing the damage of the past.

Some delegates expressed the opinion that organic union with the OPC might
be emir because we only confess the Heidelberg Catechism. I was not able to go
into depth on Me, but there were some reservations concerning die Belgic Confes-
sion. I told them of the action of Synod this year. I support the adoption of the
Throe Forms of Unity, but feel honor-bound to report the reservation of some in
the OPC.
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Your Savant,
C.W. Powell

Rebrood Presbyterian Chards of North America, Synod
Referred to Standing Ecumenical Conunittee, p. 126]

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren,

The Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America convened their 165th
Synod on the campus of Geneva College, Beaver Fals, PA, Arne 111-23, 1994. Re-
tiring moderator, Rev. J. Paul McCnkon, preached on the theme 'Truth" from 2
John and 3 John 14, and hi words were referred to throughout the sessions. Offr-
con elected for this synod swre Rev. Christian Marian, Moderator; Rev. J. Bruce
Martin, Stated Cledc; Rev. Raymond Morton, Assistant aetk. A summmy of their
membership showed at the close of 1993:
Mobster	 131	 Congregation	 70
Elden	 301	 Mai= Churches
Communicant Mambas 	 4,028	 Preaching Stations	 1
Baptized Members	 1,629

;peahen
Synod was privileged to hear stirring sermons and meioses. Sunday afternoon

and evening Dr W. Robert Godfrey (President of WI'S in CA) pve two messages.
The that "ambling the Reformed Faith in the Modem World," contrasted the
Reformation pain' ciples of floe grace, free wombip, and free church with today's
prominence of revivalism and individualism. He concluded that we an Ice mis-
sionaries on a foreign field The second, 'Reformed Worship Today," emphasized
the present criris in worship, much like the conflation about worship addressed in
Colossians 2. He cited a document prepared by John Calvin, "The Necessity of Re-
forming the Church," in which Calvin placed the mode in which God' worshipped
before the wow in which we aro saved. Calvin was quoted as saying, "The MCWC
something in worship pleases you, the more it is suspect, because the mind is a
factory of idolatry."

Wednesday evening Dr. Wayne Spear (Professor of Systematic Theology and
Homiletics at RPTS) gave a shorted form &d address he presented in Engind to
commemorate the 350th anniversary of the Westminster assembly and the Solemn
lupe and Covina He focused on the idioms of William Maker's Disputa-
tion o n Holy Scripture as the primary source behind Christer 1 of the Westminster
confession of Faith. Whittakor taught that the Scriptures were not given as a book
of rules but as an evidence of God's care, and that the Scriptures were for Jibe
people of God, both laity and clergy. As an appication of his raearch, Dt Spear
noted that synods cannot settle controversies. Controversies aro settled by the Word
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and Spirit. It is the Holy spirit, speaking in Scripture as the sup= judge, who
clarifies bead.

Seminary
After serving RPTS for 21 yea's, Rev. Bruce Stewart is Miring as of May 31,

1995. Candidates for his offices of President and Professor of Pastoral Theology
were interviewed. Synod voted for Rev. Jerry O'Neoll Da preaident-ded and mho-
soluelect.

Home Missions
A part of the Homo kfusions mart said, in 1960 dim were 70 RPCNA

conceptions. Of those, 25 are now gone. As of December 31, 1992, there were
71 congregations and 6 mission churches. 33% of our present membership are in
congregations established since 1960. Without chinch planting and the kip of the
Home Minions Board we would be, at best, 45 congregafions instead of 77. We
ciamot afford to pass up one viable church platting opportutity."

Foreign Missions
The foreign mission field of the RPCNA is Japan. Because one of their mis-

sionaries will soon retire, they are now sedans a pastor-missionary to ndnister in
Kobe, Japan.

Thatimony
The RPCNA writes a Testimony parsiel to the Weimbuter Confession of

Faith as an explanation and applicadon of their standard. Some of the recent
ammdments to the Testimony reflect their involvement in addraning issues raised
by feminism. The WCF, Chapter 204: Of Mania.; and Divorce, has six paragraphs
which are explained by 33 paragraphs in the Testimony. This year synod handed
down in overture to each session those two paragraphs under Meow 24.

3M2 deny that the submission in the Lord of a wife to her husband contra-
dicts the equality, in vahse and dignity, of her person to bis. Gen. 127; Gal.
328.

While we abhor the sinful abuses of a husband's audsorky and the abdica-
tion of his responsibilities within minims, common since the Fall, ps fkay
that his headship is, in and of itseIC a result awn.

Under chapter 25: Of the Church, these two paragraphs were forwarded to the
sessions.

The permanent officers to be set apart by ordination are elders and dea-
cons. The office of elder is restricted in Script= to mai. Women as well as
men may hold the office of damn. Ordination is a solemn setting apart to a
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specific office by the laying on of hands of a court of the Church and is not to
be repeated. Installation is the official constitution of a relatioaddp between
one who i ordained and the congregation. 1 Ymi. 2:12; 32; 'Titus 1:6.

5St deny that the exclusion of women from the office of elder can be said
to rank in the &mutation of one's &vine vocation or the neglect of one's sped-
tual gifts for ministry. I Car. 12:1446.

On another subject Mated to Chapter 26: Of the Communion of Saints, this pas-
mph was sent to the sessions.

Al persons, regardless of their mental and physical condition, are created
in the image of God. Each person's Ife is a gill from God. We an not to value

viduals in tenni of their physical and mental ability Of appearance. The
church should be careful to accept and cheat!' its handicapped mambas, in-
corporating than into the Ife of the church. In evangelism outreach the church
should not ovedook handicapped persons but seek than out, miiister to them
and pray for their conversion. 2 Cor. 12:940; 2 San. 9:3-7; John 9:2-3.

If two-thirds of the melons approve a revision it becomes part of Testhnony.

Vows
On Wednesday, an important issue in die RPCNA came before them with the

announcement of the session WW1 on revised Quay I. Ilia is one of nin' e swim
prescrllied for ordinatke, installation, and Imam of ministers, elders, and dea-
cons. The =rent vow rapine dicers "to abstain froth alcoholic beverage and
habit-fonning nauvotics." The tvvision that was sat in avatare to die sessions
promised "not to be adiacted to wine." Sixty-four sessions voted on die ~tore,
40 supported die revision, 20 opposed the revision, and 4 sessions way led. Since
the °vesture falled to receive a two-dirds affirmathv votis, it was defeated. On
TInmiday, Rev. Bruce Stewart (a leading proponent of total abstinence) offered the
following resolution, and it was approved by Synod.

That since the mature an Quay 8 was defeated by such a narrow margin
—actually by the de votes of three 'melons — aid since two-thirds of the synod
in 1993 and virtually two-stink of the sessions and elders have voted for the
change, that it I questionable for the church to continue to maiitain a posifion
that is strongly opposed by a significant **wily of the elders. Therefore, it is
moved that the overtime be re-submitted to the sessions.

Revised Quay S was amended by changing "not to be 2Mb:tad to wine" to "not to
be given to much wine." Next year's synod will receive the decision of the sessions.
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Together?
A special committee was appointed and met with lk John White, President of

Geneva College, concerning his endonement of the document, "Evangelicals and
Catholics Together The Chadian haulm in the Third Millennium." Thar report
was the follow statement by lk White.

C.onceming the statement "Roman Catholics & Evangelicab Together,"
my understanding of my action described below is conditioned by these as-
suniptions:

1)that the covenant of 1871 conmiands that I pursue opportunities for
discussion with profaning Christina when the process involves the opportu-
nity for a full and vigorous expression of doctain' al diffaences;

2) that the section untied "We Contend Togethoe is a good exposaion of
our need to be co-	 ids with Roman Catholics;

3) that the statement has valise as it afflatus doctrinal beliefs hold ik com-
mon, and clearly recognizes significant doctrinal differences;

4) that neither my motives nor my action in signing the document were
sinful. It was unwise and I should have sought the counsel of the Board of
Trustees of Geneva College.

Therefore, I °flick* withckaw my name from the docunsent added
"Roman Catholics & Evangelicals.'

Synod also adopted the following special resolution:

We, the 165th Synod of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North
America, recognize, together with the signatories of "Evangelicab and Catho-
lics Together: The Christian }illation in the Third Milamium," that there exist
areas of common confession between the Roman Catholic Church and historic
Evangelical Protestantism summarized in the aeeds odd,. ancient church, and
that there may be opportunities for legitimate co-operation between those bod-
ies in addressing social concerns and moral blues such as efforts to protect the
lives of the unborn.

We nevertheless find the above mentioned declaration mideading and in-
adequate in that it glosses over a fundamental ctisagreanent on the doctrine of
justification winch lies at the head of the Refamatini along with other doc-
trines and practices that continue to necessitate ecclesiastical division, and calls
on Evangelical Clnistians to rein& from proselytizing Roman Catholics.

Therefore this synod declares that the Evangelicals and Catholics Together
declaration does not avant our confession or commitment, and we sot-
amity tar all its evangelical signatories to withdraw their andonanant pub-
licly.
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Fraternal Relations
The RPCNA maintains contact with a nurnbar of Presbytetian and Reformed

communiona Greetinp were bsought by the Otthodox Presbyterian Church, As-
sociate Reformed Pnebyterian chin* Christian Reformed Church, Pimbyterian
Church in America, Reformed Church in the United States, American Presbyterian
Church, and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland. Synod established fra-
ternal relations with Trinity Christian Conimurity Fellowship, a new church formed
this year in Cyprus with the help oldie Reformed Presbyterian Church of Ireland
and the RPCNA.

Communion
With the approach of the 19% Reformed Presbybrian Intonational Confer-

ence, synod considered the committee report on "Communion Involving Multiple
Congregational Apar* the background of santion-controded communion, Synod
concluded that "the Scdptums and our subordinate standards permit joint worship
services among R.P. congregations, including observing the sacrament of the Lord's
Suppe Forthec "that we encourage communion celebrations in the setting of lo-
cal congreptions or joint congreptional gatherings where sessibos can practice
biblical oversight, not in the International Conference or camp setting."

Other Business
The Committee on Revitalization of Declining Cosgrqptions had no report A

new committee memberdip was appointed and given an added assipment of ex-
amining the attdtion tate among teaching elders in the RPCNA.

In July of 1996, an International Conference is scheduled to meet at Calvin
College. It was decided that no synod would be held in 1996 to allow participation
in the conference. In 1997 they will consider holding synod bi-annually.

Each tithe dime daily sessions were recessed after the assembly reviewed the
preceding business, huddled hi anal groups fir prayer, and move in singing a
psalm. hmnersed in singing, praying, and preachin& the 165th Synod of the
RPCNA conducted the business of the church with a fervor for maintaining and
promoting the Reformed faith.

Respectfully submftted,
S. Wodc

Reformed Presbyterian Church, General Assembly
Refund to Standing Ecumenical Committee, p. 126]

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers:

The undersigned was delegated by the committee chainnan Dumb Roe to rep-
resent the RCUS at a meeting of the Reformed Presbyterian Chunk General As-
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sanbly, at its meeting at Louisville, Nebraska, in Ally of 1994. Interesting* the
meeting was held in the church balding that was once the Baptist church pastosed
by Edward Slim% the sinister who was jailed for conducting a Chrisdan school in
defiance of state law, and for holding services at the church not approved by a state
judge. Mr. Sileven's son-in-1as% the Rex Phip Schmidt, had become a Calvinist in
his theology, and had developed a Reformed church out of the :anneals of the
forma Baptist congregation.

I was cordially welcomed to the meeting and spent one %minas day with the
delegates, I had an opportunity to present the !ditty and work of the RCUS to the
assembly.

The RPC-GA is a young denoninadon, vay small in size, including less than a
dozen congregations as of fait year. Olken include Rev. Ken Talbot, Lakeland,
FL - Praident; Rev. David Gamble, San Diego, CA - Stated Clerk; Rev. G.W.
"Jeff" Dorman, Pompano Beach, FL Ecumenical relations Committee Mamma

Following are some characteristics of the RPC-GA that you will find interest-
ing:

1. A federation born out of a deans to avoid anarchy, prelacy, hierarchy
and aarenched bureaucracy.

2. Adopted the Westminster Standards, and recognize the Throe Forms of
Unity.

3. Ecclesiastical Unity in the local church on issues and practices not cow
and in the standards such as Bible Nations, worm voting milkanial views of
pastors and alders, use of hymns or psalms, sfp requirantat for connmmicants
(paedostosmnunion) clerical gab for olden and piton, recominactionbm.

4. They oppose: charismaticbm, dispensational's% Aminianism, neo-
orthodoxy, modernism, human/in, akar ad, non-six-day creation, framework
hypothesis, abortion, hatnosexmity, women in race.

S. Any church that denies the inemmt authority of the Scripture, or the
divinity of Jesus am* is considered to be apostate.

6. Decisions oldie Genoral Assembly must be ratified by the sessions and
presbyteries.

7. A congregation or presbytery can secede from the General Assembly by
due process.
During nw time at do Aseanbly, the matter of dwelt incorporation was under

discussion. These sandmen an unanimously opposed to incaporation. 'They con-
sider it to be tacit admission that the state is the "creator" of the chunk. The Rev.
Dr. Ken Talbot, abo an attorney, has written a book on the subject

Another matter of interest to me was their discussion of the discne for
manben who absent themselves from worthip for prolonged periods clime. They
concluded that such manba's may be removed by excommunication, and that due
process includes trial and right of appeal.

Whitefidd Theological Someway in Florida has connections with the RPC-GA,
and several professors there are mambas of the RPC-GA. Reformation Chritian
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lAnistries, in Suriname and Guyana, Rev. Jeff Dorman, Directoç Also has connec-
tions to the RPC-GA. Rudy Poettcher, 14/fid-Anterica graduate is a missionsry them

Respectfidly submitted,
P. GrOM111111111

ADDRESSES BY DELEGATES, REPRESINTATIY13, AND VISITORS

Delegates, representatives, and •visitosi way invited to address the assembly.
They were: Lyle Gdtters, Vice Preeident for College Advancement, Dordt College,
Sioux Carter, IA; Rev. Javi Savalainar, pastor of the Deaf Reamed Churcb,
Bowie, MD-, Rev. Robed Needham, froxnal delepte from the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church, °wend Assembly; Rev. Hank van Veal, fiaternal delegate from dre
Reformed Churches in the Ndhabnds (Lherated), Mt Keith Vander Pal, West-
minster Theological Seminary, &contrail% CA; Mt Marlowe Van Ginkel, Director
of Public Relations, Hope Haven, Rock Valley, IA; Rev. David Fawn, repreoenting
lad-America Reformed Seminary, Dyer, IN.

ItzPogrs or LIAISONS

Advisory Members to Dordt College Dusters

Fathers and Brothers:

I attended the fall meeting of Dar& College Board of Trustees last October. I
will not enpge in a lengthy repetition km of my appreciation for Dordt College, or
my continued contention that Dordt le a good place for us to send our students.
You hive all heard that from me before. I haven't changed my mind.

It is important for the RCUS to support Dordt College because of its unique
position in the mickvest as a Reformed college, and because it needs our amour-
agement to maintain its devotion to Reformed principle in the face of the turmoil in
the Christian Reformed Church.

Dordt is planning for the funny with an antbitions building program. Cement
competition among colleges for students and programs make expansion necasary.
It is worthy CIRCUS financial support.

As you will hear in other reports, the greatest concern for Dordt's future is the
choice of a new president after Dr. John Mist retires in 1996. He will be wiry hard
to rePlaco-

I resigned from the Dordt board this spring. I have represented the RCUS for
six years. The press of duties at Emmanuel Church in Sutton make it necessary to
let some of these cdra-cunicular privileges go by the wayside. And, its time for
new blood, as they say, and Rev. Maynard Koaner has already bear seated on the
board in my place. Breduen, dunk you for your support.
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be made by the board as to who will be appointed.
The three finalists arc: 1:k. Cad Zybtra, Pastor of Immanuel Cluidian Re-

formed Church, Orange aty, IA; Dr. Lee Hollaar, Education Coordinatoc Society
of °Wain Schools in British Cohunbia, Langley, BC; and Dr. Hazy Fathead,
Piesident, Institute for Civilian Studies, Toronto.

It is quite apparent that this is a very important decision for the future of Dordt
College and should be of some concern to us. Please pray for this very important
decision.

I am pleased with the opportunity to be involved in Dordt College, my alma
meter, hi this way. I am convinced that it is extras* impoitant that we promote
Christian higher education. It is my sincere prayer that Dordt College will remain a
place where we can encourage our young people to receive an education.

Respectfully submitted,
M. Koerner

Board Member or Hope Haven

Esteemed Brothers,

It was again my responsibility to save as a board member for the RCUS at
Hope Haven located in Roth Valley, Iowa, last year. I was able to attend three
meetings. The board that I save on is called the Board of Treace& Our board
meets four times a year and consists of 21 members. The Executive Bond meets
every month and handles more of the badness of Hope Haven. There are seven
members on this board. The meetings that I have attended since going on the board
are rim expeditiously and last no longer than D4 hours. Those well nm meetings
have bodt a good side and a down side. The good part is I get home milky at nigld.
The down side is that it is hard to get a fairing for what is really happening within
the organization in a short meeting. A lot happas every day at Hope Haven.

The overall operating budget this year at Hope Haven is *000,000. Hope
Haven has egjoyed an average of ten patent growth in its overall income over the
past four yens. There are 270 full- and pan-time workers at Hope Haven who
serve people with various kinds of disabilities. Hope Haven owns some 16 buildings
and at the last meeting I attended then was discussion about mother building avail-
able in Orange City, Iowa. Within the past year a new group home was built in
Sioux City, Iowa. Other new buildings have been constructed. Generally speaking, I
have been impressed with the way Hope Haven is operated. The operation nms
well. 116 fact speaks highly for the personnel in char oldie agsnization.

hi March of this year Hope Haven was inspected by an agsmization called the
Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (or CARF). CARP is a
non-profit organization that sets standards by which organizations lie Hope Sivas,
mental health canton, drug tnsatment centers, rehabiltation wings of hospitals, etc.,
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arc. to operate. State law in Iowa requires Hope Hawn to have certain programs
scrutinized by CARE However, Hope Haven voluntarily has al prowl= accred-
ited by CARE CARF pve Hope Haven a glowing report and awarded Hope Ha-
wn with a three-year accreditation. Perhaps I could the two conunents from this
report &bold the way the organization filmdom

(1) The governing body and staff aro commended for their efforts to pro-
vide services of the highest quality to thizens with &abilities and swe encour-
aged to continuo their 30-year quest to develop Ind provide optimal services.

(2) The organintionis services to people with clwonic mental illness are
second to none in the state [of Iowa].

I cited one conunent about the psychiatric care offered at Hope Haven because
I did not realize Hope Hawn had offered those services for so many years. (Ma
board member I am still learning what is going on there!) For those of you who are
Interested, Hope Haven has been influenced by the Boston model of psycliattic
rehabilitation in treating people with such problems. Hope Hawn has a Family
Centered Services program. Two people who work in thin prop= gave reports at
our last Board of Trustees meeting. This proem is about 1% years old and in-
volves Hope Haven working with familia having problems. I below the cases
Hope Haven deals with are refixrab from the state.

Hope Haven has made forward *idea in the new wheelchair repair and recy-
cling program. Wheelchairs have been sent to Romania and the Dominican
lic direcdy from Hope Hawn. In a cooperative effort with Joni And Fdends (JAF)
whedchairs' have been sent to Rusin, Poland, and Guatemala.

Then will be a representative from Hope Haven at the 249th Synod meetin' g in
Sutton, NE. Ian are he will be able to give more imightful informed= about the
ministry of Hope Haven.

Respectfully submitted.
D. Vance

Board Member of Westminster Theological Seminary, California

Rev. Paul Track presented an oral report.

Board Member of Mid-America Reformed Seminary

Rev. Herman Van Stedum presented an oral mod.
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Editor of the Reformed Herald
[Referred to Standing Publicadons Committee, p. 145)

Esteemed Fathers and Brython:

My perennial encouraganent to all the ministers of Synod to conbibute articles
is repeated this year. Ma's, and manbas in the pc % should also be writing for
YOUR church paper. Readers especially Ike to have news of the congregations.
Each of you should submit chard news at least once a yeas I would also Re to
encourage women and young adults to write for the Refonned Herald. We don't
want our paper limited to just a few politically-correct gray-beards.

Fiscal responalility dictates that each congrepdon update its mailing list
milady. Undeliverable copies cost us al money. Please said your changes to Rev.
Frank Walker at least twice a yam

We continue to have a pod relationship with the Northwest Blade of Eureka,
South Dakota. Last year we contracted fir 2,225 copies a month at a rate of
$4.60 per page per month.

Paper costs hive rien up to 3096, and so has postage (o( course). Ado
Mehlhaff is requesting an increase in remuneration for printing and mailing the pa-
per to $48.35 par page per month for the 2,300 copies currently plated and mailed
from Eureka. Hs proposal works out as follows: $48.35 per page times 12 pages
equals $580.20 per month (plus tax). Fzunple: 2,300 12-page papas mailed would
cost $580.20 plus 6% sales tax ($34.11), plus $360.00 in postage, for a total of
$975.01 a nionth, or $11,700 per year. (For each ad nal 100 copies increase or
decrease, add or deduct $24.10/month.)

I recommend that Synod accept Mr. Meldhafrs proposal, and that we continue
tome the 'entices of the Northwest Blade to print and mail the Reformed Herald.

Considering the increased costs, and the fact that quite a number of papa= em
sent as complimadary copies to schools, chanties, and other pubkadons, I reo-
ommend that the subscription price oldie Reformed Herald be nig' ed from $7.00
to $7.25 per year.

Your humble editor is thankful for the monthly task of editing and producing
our church paper on the Synod-owned (personally aid extenivdy modified at no
small cost) computer. If it is your pleasure, I would lice to continue in the post. I
abo recommend that Rev. Frank Walker continue in the position of arculation
Manager. He does a vay fine job.

Respectfigly submkted,
P. &annum
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REPORTS or Smut. Commits

Celebrate the 258th Anniversary of Synod
Referred to Standing Finances Committee, p. 129]

Esteemed Brothers:

Your committee has discussed the matter of appropriate ways of celebrating
the 250th annivasary of our denomination as a Synod. The following is a prelkui-
nary report of the mattes' being considered.

1. A series of arida; be printed in the Reformed Herald on the history of
the RCUS, events and pavans. (Rev. Robert Grossmann principally reaponsi-
Me.)

2. A Festschrift A book of essays on being Manned, puticubdy our
heritage of being German Reformed. (Joint convince activky.)

3. An anniversary service and celebration at the meeting of Synod in
Eunice, SD, in 1996. (Rev. Van Stedum and Eureka Mal in charge; Rom
Hoeflinger)
Some topics under considastion for our articles and essays am the dumb fa-

thers: Boehm and Schlatter, Menasha theology; Swann and dumb maser;
influences of Lutheranism, Kohlbrueggimism, Westminster, and Van 11; the Ger-
man Russians; review af Eureka Clamis history.

Your canaillec would appreciate any input that you nigig have for topics for
publicafion or for activities for our celebration. If you have an area of information
and knowledge that would be undid and helpftd, *SSC id a know. Contact a
conmaittee manber.

-R-
N. Hoellinger, H. Van Swim, R. Grossmann, W. Scimabel

Confer with Dordt College

Esteemed Brothers,

Your committee has beat active owr the past year in counseling with RCUS
students at Dordt College, in providing several Bible study and warship meetings
with than and in conferring with the administration of the college. The committee
met with college president, Dr. John HI* on March 28, and formulated die re-
port foliowing that meeting.

At a meeting with the students in the fall of 1994 k was decided to hold peri-
odic meeting, with the students, rather than attempting to get than together on a
regular basis are they have busy Kix:doles. We have had good attendance from
the twenty-plus RCUS students at the college and have had an additional tat sic-
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quaintances at Bible Study. There wen about fatty students in attendmce at the
one worship service held for them. The students continue to express rug appre-
ciation for die education they are iuceiving, and continue to be distromed by the
same stamp teachinp we have encountered in tile past from the theol-
ollY/PhilosoPhY facukY-

Discussion with 1k Hubt covered the following issues:
1. The high cost of tuition and ease of depending on govermnent spon-

sored loans has led to many of the students graduating with large debts, many
in the range of $20,000. This saddles young couples with imams= financial
problems. DE Hula weed with us that this is wrong aml needs to be changed.
Man exanple, it was noted that tukion supplied 78% of the suppoit of the
college 15 years ego, while it supplies 83% of that support today.

2. The future of the college with the regiment of lk Hulst in June 1996
Is of concern. Ik Hoist assured us that the Band leadenhip wishes to con-
tinue its emphasis on consavadve Reformed teaching, countering trends in
pad of die CRC. The replacement for 1k Mild and the colqges ichdionship
to its truly conservative constituents needs to be monk' ored dosdy.

3.1k Hubt reported that continuing duress over doctrinal problem per
calved in the teaching of the theology/philosophy department have led to spe-
cific action, pasticulady toward one Folmar, who has agreed to change his
teaching methods. Dr. Hubt took under advisement our recommendation to
replace "Theology 101" with a more positive class on the fimdamentab of Re-
formed teaching.
The committee discussed din establishment of a scholars* fund for RCUS

students at Christian colleges. In our view this fund would seek optional contnle-
dons (not a guideline) mat would provide funds for all students vvho attend Re-
formed Christian colleges approved by the Synod. Its purpose would be to reduce
the debt load of ow giuluates while encouraging them to attend Christian colleges.

Recommendations:

1. Referred to Standing Finance Committee:] That the guideline for giving to
Dordt College be set at $2.25 for 1995. (It was $2.13 in 1994.)

2. That Synod establish a voluntarily supported scholarship fund to be Sistributed
annually beginning in August, 1996, and that it be equally divided among fun-
d= RCUS students attending Christian colleges approved by the Synod, and
that the Christian Education Committee prepare a guideline for scholarship
distrbution to be presented to the 250th annual session of Synod for consid-
endion.

[Referred to Permanent Christian Education Commktee:1 That a begbming
of approved colleges include Dordt College, Covenant College in Lookout
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Mountain, GA, and Northwestern College in Om. City, IA.

4. That the cantata° be continued.

ResPoctfullY,
R. Grossmann, D. Vance, M. Koerner, C. Dam, E /bonen=

Directory of Worship

Esteemed Brethren in the Lord,

Your special committee to revise the Directory of Worship continued its third
year of work. We met once Ibis past year, March 20, 1995, after the sprig meeting
of the Northern Plains Claris in Eureka, South Dakota.

To =fresh your manory, the Synod decided to produce two versions of the
official Directory of Worship: one using the King Janes Version for the bthlical
quotations, and the other one udng the New King James Version for the quota

In accordance with the synodical recommendation last year, the committee so-
licited corrections and suggestions from the delegates for our farther comidention.
Several persons submitted helpful suggestions Mich were incorporated Ito our
work We appreciate everyone who geve is input.

We have now completed our revision, of the Directory into two versions: KJV
and NKJV. We will be submitting our completed revisions of the Directory to the
pastors at the Synod ntecting.

The committee expresses its special appreciation to Rev. Robert Grossmann
for his hard work in making the committee revisions on his computer and produc-
ing the sample copies.

Committee Expenses for 1995: $170.00.

Recommendations:

1.- 4. [That Reccenmendations 14 be recommitted to the Special Committee on
the Directory of Worship, and that they report to the 250th Synod with the
proposed changes to the new directory being published arid sat to all synodi-
cal delepta.]
1. That the new Directory (both versions) be published with plastic spiral

bindings (black covers) in 4" x 6" size.
/ That the number of the KJV Directory to be published be determined by

the requests (show of hands?) of the pastors at synod.
3. That 100 copies of the NKJV Directory be published at $4.00 per COpy.
4. That Rex R. Grossmann be commissioned by the Synod to publish the

Directories, as he has the apdpment necessary to do the spiral binding



2491H SYNOD, RCUS	 75

work.

5. [Take note:] That the Rev. Robed Giumnam be comraended for his diligence
in implementing the work of the conmidee on his computer.

Respectfully submitted,
N. Jones, N. Hoeflinger, D. Dawn, R. Grossmann, M. Olivier

Doctrine of Scripture at Westminster Seminary (Philadelphia)

The Special Committee to Study the Doctrine of Scripture at Westminster
Seminary (Philadelphia) hereby amends its ornal report as follows. Fust, in place
of the paragraph tided "Conclusions aid Recommendations," we submit the follow-

Your committee concludes that there is a cane for concern about various
forms of expression used by some professors at Westminster Seminary
(Philadelphia), dud, at the very least, obfuscate the historic, orthodox under-
standing of Scripture as defined by the Reformed creeds. One, for example,
deserting the inspired writers as "editing" and "reshaping" the text. While we
recognize that Moses and Jeremiah carefully chose words aid phrases that
would cast their accounts in a certain light, the proliferation of such phrase in
this professor's writing; seems to suggest at times that the Biblical authors were
more interested in creating history than reporting it. This professor denies that
he intends this impression (and we should take him at his word); however, hi
approach lends itself more to confusion than clarity. Is not the ptupose of
theological education to commtmicate the truth of Scripture, and not to keep
the students guaising at the professor's intended meaning? Another professor
exposes a theory of multivempectivalian, according to which he comes vay
close to asserting that man's subjective and subde perspectives provide the
normative key to interpret Scripture. Indeed, this professor would argue against
this, but he has opened the door just enough for his students to walk through
with a theory of multiple interpretations based on multiple perspectives. In the
come of time, this may and up destroying their =demanding of the unity of
the Biblical message, which historically meant that the given sense of difficulty
texts can be known only as they are scathed out in other pass that are
more clear.

While your committee believes that the RCUS should keep its eye on con-
timing developments at Westminster Seminary (Philadelphia), it is also ow
opinion that the preceding material will save as a general guide for the present.
We would further encourage the brethren to keep abreast of die teaching at
Westminster Seminary (Escondido). Since we have not supported the Philadel-
pida seminary through Synodical guidelines for several years, your committee
recommends that no additional action be taken at this time. As a postscript, it
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should be noted that Dr. Dillard passed away IWO NB report was that issued.

And in place of the for recommendation of the original report, we =bruit
only one.

Recommendation:

1. That the report of the Special Committee to Study the Doctrine of Saipture at
Westminster Seminary (Philadelphia) be received by the Synod for information
only, and that only its conclusion and Recommendation be printed in the Ab-
stract.

Respectfully,
F. Walker, N. Jones, J. Savage

• That the two indented paragraphs of the report be sat by the Stated Clerk to
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, as the communication from
this Synod.

Family Convention

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

Your committee is pleased to report that plans for the 1995 RCM Family
Convention, August 841, at Snow ltdountain Ranch (YMCA), Granby, CO, are
right on track.

The theme of die convention is "Strengthening the Church through the Cow-
nant Family." Featured speaker and plenary workshop leader is Rev. George "Skip*
Scipione. A second plenary woduhop will be led by Rev. C.W. "Bud" Powel, k
Other workshop leaders are Rev. Robert Grossmann, Row. Dorman Savage, Rev.
Norman Hocilinger, and Rev. Steven &hid. Topics will range from marriage, par-
aging, children, grand-parenting, family warship, covenant fdlownhip, comnumi-
cation, fingiveness, problem solving, and how to choose your mate. There will be a
nighdy worship service, a talent night, a choir made up of convention participants, a
campfire sing, and ample time for fellowship, sight-seeing and on site recreation
activities. Each afternoon is set apart for leisure activities. A brochure will be avail-
able at Synod and you are umed to pick up copies and take than home for tristri-
btdion in your churches.

The synodical treanny has advanced $3,650.00 to your committee as a deposit
on mating the Snow Mountain balks. This will be repaid after monies from the
campers azo received in August. As of this writing your commktee has $1,921.63
ranainingin is treasury from advanced registrations after having paid out
$1,800.00 in advance room deposits.
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Registrations now number over 250 at this date. More are minded. The cut-
off date is June 5, 1995, or earlier, if snore than 400 registrations are received. You
are reminded that say registered campers who may not be able to come to the con-
vention need to cancel by this June 5th date also, otherwise they we responsible for
75% of the single room tate at* June 5, 1995.

Your committee has Mond to keep the vvorship services and wwkshops in &
central MIL This should make getting wound much easier than at the 1993 0:O-
vando& The food mil be much improved also. These will also be child-care pro-
bided during the vadous plenary sessions and wog:shops and Eder Sam Powell
promises a musical feast during worship services.

It is the expectation of your committee to finish this convention in the black as
it did for the 1993 convention.

RecomentindWion:

1. That the 249th Synod of the RCUS appoint a 1998 Family Convention
Committee.

Grounds: Most of the members of the 1995 Committee served also on the
1993 Commiiee. One of the difficulties they faced in 1991-1992 was getting a
handle on what to do to get a convention underway. By establishing a 1998
Convention Committee in 1995 rather than waiting to 1996, there can be some
overlap, and obsetvadans can be made by nominated connuktee members at
this years convention, if they are in attendance.

Moreover, the difficulty of renting choice facilities in Colorado, which ap-
pews to be the most popubr place for ar conventions, means getting a book-
ing 2-3 yews ahead. If a 1998 Committee is formed nos% a site for the con-
vention can be booked well ahead of the nab.

In addition, any sulpha finds generated from Ilse 1995 Convention and
held in the present committees bank account, can be tensioned dim* to the
new committee without having to be sant to the synodical treamret and then
retrieved when it becomes necessary to put a deposit on the 1998 Convention
facility.

Note: If Colorado is chows as a site for the 1998 Convention, Rev. Steven
Schlei has agreed to act as a bison between the 1995 Committee and the 1998
Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
R. Potter, S. Powell, H. Opp, S. Schlei, C.W. Pavel, D. Monteath, J. Savage

Guidelines for Receiving Congreptions

In addition to the requkanents of the Constitution, the following practical m-
adams should be used whenever a congregation web manic membership with
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the RCUS:
1. Copies of the Reformed Directoty of Worship and th'e Constitution of the Re-

formed Church in the United States should be supplied to the con/legation in
advance of the meeting with RCUS representatives.

2. The congmgation should hive an open meeting to speak viith representatives
of the RCUS before voting to sea membendip in the RCUS. This meeting
should have two parts:
a. The representatives of the RCUS (either the Executive of the Clouds at

interest, or a special committee of that (lssail) wil give a presentation on
the history, doctrines, and practices of Ran; and

b. The congregation should have a pedod of time for questions directed to
the RCUS representatives.

3. The representatives of the RCUS should cover the following subjects:
a. A brief history of the RCUS, with emphasis on the Eureka Clam& mfus-

ing to join the Evangelical and Reformed merger in 1934 in order to
maintain a biblical clundr.

b. Reformed doctrine, including the ktfallibrity and inerrancy of Scripture,
the sovereignty of God, the deity and virgin birth of Christ, and the doc-
tines of grace, justification by faith, and the five points of Calvinism.

c. The Heidelbetg Cater:him, the Bdgic Confession and Canons of Dordt as
our confessions awl subsidiary standar* for faith and life, and our apple-
dation for the Westminster Confession and Catechisms. The confessiond
nature of biblical aristianity should be emphuized.

d. Reformed worship, including the sacraments, the means of grace, the
marks of the clutch and the Second Commandment. It should be noted
by RCUS represatatives that althoug)r pictures of *Christ" and other pic-
torial Raids to worship.' are to be found everywhere, we do not 'ppm° of
such pictures in churches, homes, or educational tnateriab. This practice is
unbiblical. The issue of pictures must be tackled head-as, but diplomati-
call

e. Reformed government, especially our view of lower to higher judicatories
and the local congregation's relation to these judicatories; the relational*
of the RCUS Constiftition to the local church charter and constitution; the
nature and functions of the Consistory and Spiritual Council; the impor-
tance of training for officers; and the election of qualified men to office.

f. The practice of Confirmation and the kind and length of instruction nor,-
mally required (including the practice and value of Me and Catechism
memorization). It ought to be made clear that the Heidelberg Catechism is
our primary book of instruction, and that manorization of the Catechism
is normally required as part of preparation for confirmation.

g. The responsibility of church member's to live the Christian life every day.
h. A discussion of such issues as egaltarianim (women in office and wan=

voting), evolution and creation. (We are reluctant to accept congregations
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which haw women voting in congreptional meetings, lest it become the
de facto practice in much of the RCUS.)

1. The sahathry exercise of church discipline (which includes more than the
erasing of names of people who do not pay their "dues".

j. Nfinistetbd requirements (especially important if the commotion already
has a minister).

k. Financial support of the Synod and Clone dutingh
4. Minutes of this meeting are to be kept and a report Ito be submitted to the

Clouds. The report shoukl pay special attendon to any beliefs or practices of
the local congregation =Mug RCUS memberdip which are not in accord
with the doctrine and practices of the RCUS.

5. The charter and constitution of the congregation are to be carefully exanined
by the committee of Classis for conformity to Reformed principles. Problem
areas shoukl be pointed out immediately to both the congregation and the
Clank

6. It should be determined as soon as potable whether there is willingness to
amend the local constitution before application is formally made to the RCUS.
We must avoid the impression that the RCUS will accept any applying congre-
gation "as is" without determining their desire to be Reformed.

7. Meetings between the commktee of (basis and the interested congregation
should continue rind differences can be worked out or it becomes apparent
that this cannot be done.

8. If the Clank requires charges of the local congregation seeking membership
(such as changes to thek charter, constitution, or any practice not in accord
with Reformed principle), thole changes should be made before the Pawls
votes to accept the commotion into organic memberslip. Our written stan-
dards (Catechism, Creeds, Constitution, and policy declarations of Synod)
should be the basis for requiring the applying commotion to implement any
necessary changes. The vote to accept the conception condd be made contin-
gent upon them adopting such changes.

9. Pertinent articles of the Constitution for use in the negotiation process may in-
clude the following:
Article 2. Persons received into full communion with the Churc.h by confirma-

don, profession of faith, certificate, or renewal of profession shall be re-
garded as connnunicant members. They shall be entitled to the tights kid
privileges of the Church and can be deprived of them only by due process
of discipline.

Article 7. A congregation of the Reformed Chinch in the United States is a
body of Christians accepting the Male as the Word of God and the Three
Forms of Unity as its standards of faith and doctrine, and agonized
agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution of the March.

Article 8. Whenever it is desired to organize a commotion, those persons who
an willing to enter into such, otgimization shall sip the following memo-
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rial and address the same to the Clank within whose bounds the come-
gallon is to be otganized: ... A congregation, whdher indepaslent or be
longing to another denomination, which coshing to the requirements of
the reformed Church in the United States may be admitted to member-
s.

Article 26. Before licentiates from another denomination can be received into a
Oasis of the Reformed Church in the United States, they shall be exam-
ined in the same manner as students for the rabidly and shall subscribe
the formula prescribed for licentiates. A licentiate from another
nation shall not be a candidate for a pastoral charge und he has received
approval from anis or a conunittee appointed by awls, nor shall he
receive a call from a charge until said call shall have been approved by
Classis.

Article 31 A minister from another denomination, before he shall be admitted
into the nthistry of the Reformed Church in the United States, shall pros-
at a certificate of dismission, and shall be examined as to his orthodoxy
and the purity of his intentions. If his application is approved, he shall
upon signing the fantails prescribed for licentiates, be admitted by a two-
thirds vote of the Clank to which he has applied for reception. A minis' ter
from another denomination doll not be a candidate for a pmtond char
until he has received approval from Classis or a committee appointed by
Minis, nor shall he receive a cal from a charge until said cal shall have
been approved by amis.

Article 73. Stated meetly dire kirituid Council shall be held for the ex-
amination of the catechumens applying for confirmation. Special ntedings
shall be held at the call of the President or at the requeat of two elders.

Article 84. An ordained minister or a licentiate shall not be received by elassis
until he has presented a regular certificate of dismission from the amok to
which he belongs. The reception of a sinister from mother denomination
shall not be final until it is confirmed by Synod.

Article 86. A ands dismissing an ordained minister or a licentiate shall spec-
ify in its minutes the particular Classis or other denominations to which he
is dismissed; and in receiving a minister or a licentiate,it shall in Ste man-
ner specify the particular Classis or other denomination from which he has
been received. A certificate of dismission shall be valid for only one year
from its date.

Article 186. Baptism shall be adninistard publicly in ate church, if possible.
The forms provided in the Emu of the Reformed Church in the United
States shall be used.

Article 191. Confirmation, ordination and maffiage are sacred church rites,
which shall be administered according to the order presalied in the litingy
of the Church.

Article 192. Every pastor shall ciusfuly prepare the youth in his pastoral
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chose for canimmicast membership in the Church by diligently instruct-
* than in the doctrines and duties of the Chridian rdigion. The period
of instruction shall, if possibl; be so extended that the pupils memorize
and are able to recite the =tire Heidelbeig Catechism before confirmation.
The course of instruction Ad include catechetical explanation aid
memorization, Mb history, Bible readings, and memorization, mid the
study of the books and contents of the Bible, church history, also the
singing and =ambition of Psalms, hymns, aid Scripture sags.

Article 193. Be= admitting applicants for confinnation into full conmninion
with the Church, the Spiritual Council shall be 'stifled that the cancidates
understand the findamental truths of the Christian rdigion and am gov-
erned by than in their walk aid convaution.

Respectfidly,
P. Grossmann, W. Haddock, E. Greimann

Esteemed 13rethren:

The Old DiniV Hymnal
Great Commission Publications (GM will be printing a special alien of the

old Trinity Hymnal for the Reformed Baptist& At the same time, GCP will do a
mprint. of the old Trinity Honnal in lb original format with the Westminster stan-
dards. Tom Palate of 0CP gave a proiminary cod estimate of .$10.00 to $12.00
per hymnal. This reprinting is scheduled for mid to late summer of 1995.

GCP has offered the RCUS thme options with respect to this reprint. If we
dein; they would do an RCUS special edition that would include the Heidetheig
Catechism and other changes that we desired, but we would have to front the
money for this. Doing a special edition is mom expensive per copy. Or, we could
purchase 1,000 hymnab (or more) with the "Reformed Church in the United
States" on the front cover but no internal changes and receive a discount from
wand price. This would require a commitmait and an outlay of cash on our part.
Or, individual conga:gad= of the RCUS could purchase copies from the planned
reprint with no outlay of cash. If kidividual congregation; want to order, they must
inform GCP of their planned purchase before the reprint is done. GCP plans to
gather input from the OPC, PCA, RCUS, and other groups on projected purchases
and print that number of hymnab plus 10 to 1516 more. GCP may be contacted at
800-695-3387 or by writing to 7001 Peachtree Industrial Blvd. Suite 120, Nor-
m:xis, GA 30092-3652.

The CRC Psalter-Hymnal
Pastor Joie Takings informed us by letter that there are no kntnedate plans to
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reprint the old, blue CRC PsalbsPnynuud. Used copies of this hymnal may be pur-
chased from Gary Schieboin, 7131/2 Franklin Street, Pella, IA (telephone: 515-628-
3454).

An RCUS Hymnal
Frank Walker has obtained a photocopy of the RCUS hymnal from the early

1800's. 'Mr contains all the psalms and a number of hymns. Music is not included
(words only). but the meter is indicated with each selection so that hymns with ap-
propriate meter could be used from the Trinity or other hymnals in coqjunction
with the words. The Napoleon congregation is using this old RCUS hymnal to sing
the psahns.

The committee discussed compiling our win psalter-hymnal for use with those
congngations involved with Cal, but we decided not to pursue this.

Using CCLI
The primary purpose of conceptional singing is to give delight to the Lord.

The Lord takes joy in the worship of Hs people, =Id He has commanded sighs
to be an integral part of worship. Therefore, in selecting hymns, the 'nein criterion
must be to find material that is pleasing to God. He already has indicated what type
of hymnody he hies — Psalms. Other portions of Scripture such as the song of
Moses also were given to be sung. If our goal in congreptional singing is to please
the Lord, then we simply must include all oldie Paulus and Scripture songs in our
repertory. To do less that that is to denigrate the hymnal God has given us. Neitba.
the old nor the now Trinity Hymnal contains all the Psalm

Some believe that only the psaltor should be used since God has not composed
a New Covenant hymnal. Your committee disagrees with such a view. We are no
longer children under the administration of types and shadows (Gal. 32146).
With the full revelation of Gots mysteries in the New Covenant and the maturity
of the believers' status that has come with it, it is appropriate to use hymns which
are humanly composed and reflect these changes. To sing of the Person of Christ
and Ifis great redemptive work using only the words from the era of types and
shadows would be a great loss to the church. Yet, the maturity of full sonship
should be =pressed in humanly composed hymns which have psalm4ke qualities
since pleasing the Lord is our goal.

There is a wealth of good hymnody *variable, but one hymnal can contain only
a small portion &that, particularly if that hynuud includes all the psalms. Thus, it is
the committee's opinion that Christian. Copyright licensing, Inc., Wen the perfect
solution to the church. For $404190 a year (law churches pay more, sinal
chinches less), CCLI provides the church with a repertory of al the psalms plus
thousands of hymns. Any congestion may purchase a license. A dasomiutional
license is not available. A church could use this service and never have to buy hym-
nals again! This is a anal price to pay for such great benefits. The address of CCLI
is: Christian Copyright licensing, Inc., 6130 NE nth Court, Sulk C11, Portland,
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OR 97218-9972 (telephone: 100-234-2446).

Recommendations:

1. [Take note:] That RCUS consistories whose congregations me the old Trinity
Hynmal disarm purchasing replacement copies before Synod meets. These
consistories should indicate the number of copies that their churches plan to
purchase to this commfttee's chairman (Steven Saler) before this committee
report is presented at Synod.

2. Disko note:] That RCUS congregations that have replaced or intend to replace
their old Trinity Hymnals with new Trinity Hynmab or some other hymnal,
and are not using their old Trinity Hymnab, offer their used hynmals for sale
to other RCUS congregations and make this offer known to this committee's
chairman before this committee report is presented at Synod.

3. That we reprint 1,500 old Trinity Hymnals with the Heiddberg Catechism.

4. [Take note:) That those commotion Mich desire to use the old RCUS peal-
ter/hymnal coact Frank Walker to obtain a copy and pay him for copying ex-
penses.

5. That the singing of all the psalm, psalm-like hymns, and Scripture sang be
commended for use by ow congregations both in public and private devotions.

6. [Take note:] That Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc., be commended to our
congregations.

Respectfully submitted,
S. Seidel, IL Ow, C.W. Powell, S. Powell, R. Honalux, E.Z. Wood

Right to Die

The assignment given your comnittee at the 246th meeting of Synod was to
study "the right to die" movement. This report motets Scriptural guidelines only
and does not teddy every case with its own unique circumstancet Our aseignment
was to "study the issues involving the 'Right to Die' ethic," and to *formulate lai-
cal guidelines regarding this issue" (see 1992 Abstract, p. 105).

The occasion of this report is the widening belief that man has the right to take
his own life. This view is crystallised by Derek Humpluy and Jack Kevorkian.
Humpluy's book, Final Exit, n t only advocates suicide and euthanasia, but pro-
vides practical instruction on "how to." Humpluy I the co-founder of the National
Hemlock Society. Kevotkim has been providing assistance to IlKne who wish to
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commit suicide. He has presided over the self-murdas of people both with and
without life-threatening clieeasai. The later ire best nitrated by his assisting people
with Alzheimetes disease, nuiltipla sclerosis, and intractable pain.

This report is also occasioned by recent legjolation dealing with "physician-
assisted suicide," such as Proposition 161 in C'alifornia (Mich wm defeated by the
votes on November 3, 1992).

I. DEFINING MIMI' TO DIE"

Then are an increasing number of euphemisms for "right to die," which ar-
stably is an euphemism far murder itself. It is increasingly common to hear trigger
expressions such as "death with dignity," " assisting nature," and "merciful release."

Those who believe that it is the "right" of man to de package their view as a
human right or civil sight. Of course, since all of life is theological, the real issue is
whether God has given man a right to die. From a standpoint of the Fall of man
into sin with its cotresponding penalty of death, it sounds bizarre indeed that some
would champion death as a civil right. St:icily spades dying is a punishinat —
not a right.

Another term for "right to die" is "mercy Idling." The tenn Lobes killing
someone who is physical), suffering. In recent years that definition has been bi-
panded to include killing someone who it is thought will suffer. A good example is
the abortionist who will ague that killing the unborn child is a sat of preemptive
law enforc,anent policy, that is, we are Ming someone who will eventually become
a part of the alma' element of society. Barney Frank, °outman= from Massa-
chisels, agues that pro-lifen are pro-life; but only up to the moment of birth. Hs
argument is that after birth, the child is mistreated and dna criminalized. Therefore
killing the unborn child is actually pro-life. By killing die unborn, we are saving die
child from the misery of this world and ourselves from beconing a crime statistic
(from his hand).

A. Euthanasia
Euthanasia literally means "good death," "happy death." Every Cluistian

should desire a good death, a happy death, just as Abraham "died in a good old
age, an old man and full of years" (Gen. 25:8). Paha:oda in the best sense means
that Cluist puts us to sleep when he chooses and that to be absent from the body is
tube present with the Lord. Paul said, "For to me to live is Mist, and to die, gain"
(Phil. 1:21). (Also see Hciddbag Catechism, Questions 1 and /)

But this is not what the euthaninians mean when they speak of euthanasia.
Euthanasia can be defined as an act that brings death painlasly in order to end the
suffaing of victims of incinable disease or lingering illness. ifistoticall); dis has
usually been limited to the elderly, but more recent history shows that aidianasia is
increasingly applied to both young and old.
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B. Suicide
Suicide is "seffinurder." Sacrificing ones life to save the lives of others is not

suicide (John 15:13). In the context of the "right to die movement" the right of
suicide is most often related to what is called "physician assisted death." This means
that the doctor has die right with the consent of the sick person to give lethal
igjections. It is common for us to distinguish between "active eudumasia" and
"passive euthanasia." For example, "active euthanasia" is giving someone a lethal
injection or assisting un to commit self-murder. "Passive euthanasia* would be
disconnecting an IV, or allowing a sick penon or premature baby to starve.

Those who argue for "phyaician-assisted death" often do so on the basis of the
distinction between passive and active euthanasia — no distinction is made between
all a dying man to die and killing a dying num. Perhaps it is mon accurate to
say that we believe that allowing a dying man to die and killing a dying man are
almost synonymous actions.

C.Abortion
Abortion is the Ming of the unborn. Justification for abortion stems from

many sinful reasons: guilt about fornication, economic hardships, the fear of
poverty, family scandal, the desire to be unencumbered by the shackles of children,
the slake for a career, and even in recent years, the use of fetal tissue for those
with Parldnson's disease.

The queen of abortion assumaas is that a woman has the right to do what
she wants with her own body. This was in essence what the Supreme Court decided
in Roe v. Wade (Jan. 23, 1973). The Supreme Cant did not pronounce abortion a
moral good; it simply pronounced it a civil right. The Court abo said that this
unborn child snot a person in my "meaningful" or "whole" same. The Court did
not say that the unborn child is not a child — lie an acorn's not being a tree. Yet,
the Court did not argue that the child becomes "meaningful" at birth either. This
opened the door for killing babies outside the womb as well as killing others who
are not living "meaningful" lives.

D. Infanticide
Infanticide is the practice of killing newly born infants who may be

handicapped or deformed. In recent years infanticide has been justified by mothers
with post-partum depression. Infanticide in American history goes back to early
years of New England when guilt ridden mothers who gave birth out of wedlock
would kill their cluldren.

R. The Abortion-Euthanasia-Wanticide-Suicide Connection
Abortion, euthanasia, infanticide, and suicide are strung together on the same

thread. Abortion is really fetal euthanasia. Abortionists cm appropriately be termed
fetal euthanizas, or "mercy killers." Mercy killing most often describes the killing
of the elderly or the killing of the sick. Because abortionists speak of saving this
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child from economic misery, poverty, drupp, aline, suffering, etc., abortionists are
"mercy killas," too.

11. MODERN PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS FOR RIGHT TO DIE

A. The Life ofMan Is His Own
As already noted, feminists ague that the body of a woman belongs to herself.

The deduction is that an expectant mother, having vktually no obligation to any
person higher than haseIC may abort at will. The sude's justification is entirely
consonant with that of the abortionist. Ifs premise is that man is his own creator:
he may take life exactly as he is peiceived to give life.

From a standpoint of creation, man was made by God and this for God. From
a standpoint of redemption, suicide and abortion and euthanasia are even more
unjustified, as Christians are bought with a price and therefore are to glorify God
both in soul and body (1 Cor. 6:20).

B. The Relief of Steering
Unbelievers have no explanation for pain. For than pain is a riddle, wrapped

in an enigma, inside a ntystay. Suicide is this justified. The abortion agues
similarly. As noted, he will speak about the suffering of "crack babies," or the
suffering of an inevitable poverty awaiting an unwanted child, or die suffering of a
life that is almost certain to be criminal, etc. People in pain are often obsessed with
one thing: the efirnination of pain at any cost. They are really *hurting" for a God-
centered explanation for their pain.

C. The Prevention ce the Loss ceDigniv
Unbelievers often speak about the "indignity" of living in the midst of

suffering. In a living will, one statement read, "I do not fear death so much as I fear
the indignity of deterioration, , dependence, and hopeless pain." The person
requested to be

Unbelieveis define "indignity" as a loss of honor and esteem by others and/or
by themselves. The suffering associated with "deterioration, dependence, and
hopeless pain" joined with the perceived negative perceptions of others make
euthanasia, suicide, infanticide, and abortion alluring.

D. Death Is Not the Greatest Evil
Many view death as an escape from evil instead of an adjunct of evil and

misery. Many view death as not an evil at all, even teaching that the only thing we
should fear is the fear of death.

Some even think of death as natural as sexuality; and eating and drinking. The
well known words, "dust to dust, ashes to ashes" are viewed as natural as a-b-c,
instead of an intruder, as a black marauder that has raided die camp of the human
race. Instead of a judgment, death is viewed as a "solution." This is in conflict with
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the Word of God which speaks of death as "the last enemy" (1 Cor. 15:26).

E. QualiV of L#it
"Quality of life" aiguments for euthanasia, suicide, and abortion are related to

"loss of dignity" aiguments. "Quality of life," of comae, is anchored to the
subjective feelings of the disciple of the right-to-die philosophy. The infamous Roe
v. Wade decision on January 23, 1973 was made on "quality of life" considerations,
that is, that the unborn child is not a human in a meaningful sense. Some have
made a distinction between biological life and biographical life, believing that only
those with decision-oriented biographical life should live.

R Saving Money
Tied to "quality of life" considerations is the belief that if a sick person's pocket

book is hemorrhaging, so that he is no longer financially productive, that the quality
of his life is so depreciated that death may be the only valid recourse. For example,
some who argue for abortion will speak of the necessity of killing fetuses so that the
expense of building prisons, processing criminals in the courts, and saving business
millions of dollars, etc., will be curtailed. Some will make the eldest, feel guilty for
being a financial drain on the rest of the family. And, the elderly who are "assisted"
to commit suicide will themselves speak of their deaths as a financial windfall to
their relatives.

Then is a monetaty linkage between eudianasia and abortion. Euthanasia is
justified on similar grounds as abortion. Those grounds are: (1) the day-to-day
hardship of cuing for those who are chronically sick, (2) the desire for immediate
access to an inheritance, and, (3) the solution to escalating medical costs.

Abortionists are not timid to speak about a mother's financial inability to rear
an unborn child. Or, the mother and father may not want to expend their monies
upon a child when they would rather "eat, drink, and be men"

G. Modern Left-Wing Arguments and Their Practical Outworking
Another justification for abortion, suicide, infanticide, and euthanasia is the

philosophy called "situation ethics," which although formally hatched by Joseph
Fletcher in the catty 1960's, remains very much in vogue.

The situation ethicist believes that there is one absolute and that is the law of
love. He pits himself against the legalist who he says is governed by inflexible rules
and regulations (such as the Bible) and against the antinomian who believes that the
situation itself and by Itself determines tight from wrong. The situation ethicist, he
affirms, is willing to compromise any principle so long as it serves die law of love.
Therefore the situation ethicist argues that a woman who is raped may abort the
child, a soldier who is captured in war and fears that by being tortured he will
betray his comrades, may commit suicide, and that an elderly person who knows
that he is going to die may take his own life.

The situation ethicist does not believe that "Thou shalt not kill" is a moral
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absolute. The only absolute is "love thy neighbor" as the situation edticist defines
that absolute. Thus, in situation ethics, the law of low is defined through the
autonomous eyes of the situation ethicist. This is contrary to the Bible's statement
that "love is the fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:8ff.). Someone has keenly said,
"God's law is love's eyes," but the libation ethicist says, "I am loves eyes."

II. Developments in Other Countries
In 1993, the parliament of the Netherlands passed a law giving permission for

doctors to kill patients Certain "humane" rules, however, must be followed, with
special emphasis upon the fact that the patient must request the death (voluntary
euthanasia). Other criteria include: the patient must not be depressed when he asks,
must be well informed about his sickness and his options, and must believe that his
sickness is unacceptable. If the physician awes to kill his patients, he must consult
another "doctor" and having done it must inform the authorities why he is justified
to take life.

It has been estimated that one out of fifty deaths in the Netherlands was the
result of "mercy killing" in 1990 alone, despite the fact that there were laws against
k. In 1992 the number of such killings rose markedly (Sacramento Bee,
Wednesday, March 3, 1992 from Walter Reich, p. 87).

The Sacramento Bee reports that there are even Dutch legislators who are
planning to introduce legislation to allow for involuntary euthanasia for the sick
unable to decide for themselves, such as "mentally incompetents or seriously
deformed newborn infants" (Sunday, February 28, 1993, Forum, p. 4).

11[1. BIBLICAL PERSPECTIVE

A. Life Is the Gift of the Sovereign God Who!: Good
When God finished creating, He rested from his creative work. God then

contemplated His work. Genesis reports, "Then God saw everything that He had
made, and behold, it was very good" (Gen. 1:31). Not only is God good, but God's
creation is good, in fact, "very" good.

In Genesis 2, the focus of God's creation shifts to the environment of the
Garden of Eden, where God actually made the man. The Scriptures says that "the
Lord God famed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and man became a living soul" (Gen. 2:17). It was by the divine
inbreathing that man was made. We do well to remember that man did not emeige
from the dust of the ground in some evolutionary form so that God breathed into a
statue or animal the breath of human life. Moses says that God formed man as
man out of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life.

Life is a gift from the good God. This gift is not to be extinguished unless by
divine appointment (e4, capital punishment). life is a gift from God even after the
fall of man into sin. Although the natural man is presented in the Bilge as in misery
because of his sin, this does not mean that he cannot enjoy God's common grace
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gifts. God does not redemptively love the non-elect, but God does pow out favors
on them. Paul even says that God is "the Savior of all men, especially of them who
believe" (1 Tim. 4:10). The meaning is that God is the Preserver of all men — He
being the One who has given temporal life to all. To be sure, man as a sinner is a
squatter in God's universe; all his capital is really borrowed from the bank of Cluist.
He is hie the prodigal son in the far country using the inheritance of his father in a
profligate way. This means that even in the moral sphere he knows that he must
operate an honest business in order to realize cornucopia. While in sin he still
alloys the gift of physical life. We can compare unregenerate man to the Parthenon
which although in mins, nevertheless, retains vestiges of greatness.

Physical life then is a gift that the bloody hands of the abortionist and eutlumist
have no sight to unwrap.

B. The Sanctip of Human Life
The sanctity of human life is shown by the image of God in man. This image

was tnie of man both before the fall and after (Gen. 126; 9:6). Using the
Parthenon analogy again: man is still in the image of God, but the image is marred,
or in ruins. This consideration has important implications for "the right to die
movement" because if man is still in the image of God, then all human life is
sacred. It is for this reason that the life of the murderer is to be taken away. Capital
punishment confirms the sacredness of life and far from being a negation of the
Sixth Commandment, actually confirms it In fact, we agree whole-heartily with the
theology of John Murray when he wrote: "Life is so sacred that even the life of the
murderer is to be respected; it snot to be wantonly or ruthlessly taken away. Crime
is not to be punished by crime; the life of the murderer is not to be taken in the way
of violence or thirst for blood after the pattern of the mirdaer's own crime"
(Principles of Conduct, p. 108).

The Noachian covenant is characterized by reference to life. This covenant is
for the propagation of life (Gen. 9:1,7), the sustenance of life (Gen. 8:22; 9:2b-3),
and the protection of life (Gen. 9:2245-6). If man is the image of God, then the civil
government has the obligation under God to protect life. 1 Timothy 2:2 tells us that
civil government has the responsibility to promote a peaceful climate so that the
church might "lead a quiet and peaceable life." It is clear that the very existence of
civil government rests upon the premise of the sanctity of life. Whoever is in the
image of God, whether unborn, the ailing elderly, or would-be suicides, must be
protected by civil government.

The most important affirmation about the image of God is that this image
makes man who he is, that is, a person. All who belong to the race of Adam are
persons (Gen. 5:1ff.). This means that it is sinful to call any of God's image-bearers
non-persons.

C. Death Is God's Sovereign Ml!
Death is not happenstance; nor is death a natural process built into the fabric of
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creation. God told the man and woman that if. they ate the forbidden fl* that
"dying thou shalt die" (Gen. 2:17). Thus, when Adam ate the forbidden fruit he
died spiritually and began to die physically. Therefore death is not activated by an
outside impersonal force when man disregards the law of God; death is God's
personal penalty for disobedience. Scripture says, "And as it is appointed unto men
once to die, but after this the judgment" and "The Lord Ws and makes alive, He
briny down to the grave and brings up" (Heb. 9:27; 1 Sam. 2:6).

God's sovereignty over death is also true for His people who suffer death not
so much for the wages of sin but as the stage of their sanctification. "Ow death is
not a satisfaction for ow sin, but only a dying to sin and an entering into eternal
life" (Heidelberg Catechism 42). As Job said, "The Lord gave, the Lord has taken
away; Blessed be the name of the Lord" (Job 1:21).

That death is by God's sovereign appointment is revealed also by those who die
"accidentally," such as the man who is inadvertently killed by a flying axehead, who
God has "delivered into his hand" (Exo. 21:12-13). Even the criminal on death row
is portrayed in Script= as dying at the hands of God, not man. The civil
magistrate is "a minister of God" through whom the wrath of God, instead of the
wrath of man, is channeled (Rom. 13:4-5). Such considerations should make us
understand the truth of the cliche that "man must not play God." Mm play God
when they imagine that they may lull themselves or others without regard to their
=sturdiness in God's created law-order. But men also play God when they
attempt to keep alive (artificially) those whose death is imminent

D. The Biblical Hew of Death
Death is God's retributive judgment aphid sinners. This is proved by the

figure of the scorpion and its sting For example, in 1 Corinthians 15 the Christian
can taunt death with the challenge, "0 death, where is thy sting? 0 grave, where is
thy victory?" (1 Cor. 15:55). In Christ, the stinger has been removed.

Yet we must also say that the physical death of the unbeliever is the
culmination of his spiritual death. Sinners are "dead in sins and trespasses," "twice
dead" (Eph. 2:1; Judo 13). Physical death is the mere extension of what they live in
and even love (Prov. 8:36).

In Christ, however, this inoribund scenario can be reversed. As noted, the core
reason for a Christian's death is that death is another stage in his sanctification. God
has transformed death into a sanctifying affliction that works together for the
Christian's good. At death the Christian dies to sin and enters the full fruition of the
presence of God. (See Heidelberg Catechism, Question 42).

E. The Biblical View ofSi4fjèring
This sub-heading commands a discussion broader than what this report is able

to include. It is enough to say that death itself is sufferhig. Yet, suffering too, is part
and parcel of the fall of man into sin. When Adam sinned, God not only promised
death, but also promised all the suffering that is a presage to death. God cursed the
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ground, He declared that man would labor in sweat of his brow, that the woman
would bear children in pain, etc. (Gen. 3:16). The creation would produce a bitter
harvest of thorns and diadem (Gen. 3:18). Physical death is the culmination of
suffering in this life, but still only one of many dings Buffeted.

On the other hand, there is a certain mystery about suffering for which not
even the Bible provides an answer. For example, God does not furnish us with a
reason for the sufferings of Job, except to make clear that his suffering were not
the reaction of a holy God to sinful living. The proverbial "trip to the zoo" and "trip
to the beginning of the universe" descriptions of Job 38-40 amine us that just as we
cannot know the reason why God created so many diverse animals and just as we
had no personal part in the creation, no tidbit of wisdom to give God, so the
sufferings of the righteous are often mysterious.

This theme is carried into the New Testament too, where the Jews asked Christ
about the blind man who needed healing The question was, "Who hath sinned?
This man or his parents?" Christ's response was that neither did sin, but that his
blindness was for the gory of God (John 9:1ff.).

While the sufferings of the unbeliever are the response of the wrath of God
against his sin, it is not true for God's elect (Pea. 7:11; Rev. 16:9,11,21). On the
contrary, the Buffeting' of the Christian are even portrayed as God's gift (Phil. 1:21;
Matt. 5:11-12). There is a sense in which every Christian is a martyr because all
"must fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ" (Col. 1:24). While the
suffering unbeliever blasphemes (Rev. 19:9), the suffering Christian blesses God
(Job 1:21; Rom. 5:3).

Perhaps the most significant thing about suffering is that suffering does not
make our lives useless or meaningless. We can be productive, even while Buffeting.
In fact, Scripture teaches that we can be elderly, and very productive. Psalm 92
speaks about the productivity of the believer who is hinging "forth fruit in old age;
they shall be fat and flourishing" (Pea. 92:12-14 Although this tog is describing
the believer, even the unbeliever can bring forth fruit, although not "fruit unto God"
(Rom. 7:4). The "fruit" of the =believer consists in his doing what Augustine
called "civic righteousness" (Luke 6:33).

When suffering comes to a Christian, far from being an excuse to arrange our
deaths, it should be understood as an entrance into a new context of Christian
service. This reality is a far cry from those who talk about the infirmod as being a
"burden" to society, to family, and to others who must watch them suffer and pay
their medical bills.

An important festive of Christian suffering is the pedagogical puipose. Just as
Jesus "learned obedience by the things that he suffered," so all those who are in
Christ learn while in the intensive care unk. But just as we learn by suffering, we
also learn by helping those who suffer As one has said, "The wounded man and
the Samaritan are inseparable. The helplessness of the one brought out the best in
the other."

What we should fear is not the "indignity" of suffering, but not using our
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sufferfigs to help others. We do well to consider that Christ Himself, as God's
Suffering Servant, suffered all His life, especially when dying on the accursed tree.
Yet while suffering on the cross, He ministered to His mother, commanding John,
"Behold thy mother." He also ministered to the penitent thief who was promised
paradise. His "I thirst" was spoken because He wanted to live to serve Hu Path=
Although He recoiled against the prospect of becoming a curse for us, He did not
contemplate suicide when He knew that He would "descend into hell" (Matt.
26:39). It is well to remember that Christ suffered in body and soul the wrath of
God "all the time He lived on earth" (Heidelberg Catechism, Question 37). Yet, He
ministered to others while He was suffering.

R Suicide Is Sin
Scripture tells us that people who either kill themselves or who have sought to

have themselves killed to avoid suffering are disobedient to God. A good example is
King Saul who was wounded by the archers. Saul then asked his armor-bearer to
draw his sword and to "thrust home" so that he would escape the indignity of
having the uncircumcised do this very thing. But his armor-bearer would not So,
Saul committed suicide by plunging upon his own sword. Later, in 2 Samuel, an
Amidelcite came out of the camp of Saul and reported that both Saul and Jonathan
were dead. David then inquired about the source of his infonnation and the
Amakkite lied, saying that Saul leaned upon his own sword and commanded hhn
to "thrust home." The Amakkite reported, "He said unto me again, Stand, I pray
thee, upon me, and slay me: for anguish is come upon me, because my life is yet
whole in me" (2 Sam. 1:9).

Saul was grieving that he was still alive; he did not want to suffer the
"indignity" of having his enemies take his life. Then, the Amalekite reported
(falsely) that he complied with Saurs request: "So I stood upon him, and slew him,
because I was sine that he could not live after that he was fallen."

This is not only a case of suicide, but also a case of active "mercy killing." The
Anudekite was certain that Saul would not live, so he claimed to be Saurs slayer.
His guilt was even more aggravated by the fact that Saul was the "Lord's anointed."
All this has application to abortion and euthanasia. The terminally M will argue,
"Well, l'in going to die anyway. Why not speed the proem?"

The sequel is that David prosecuted the Amakkite and decreed that he be
executed, Saying, "Thy blood be upon thy head: for thy mouth loth testified
against thee, saying. I have slain (murdered) the Lord's anointed" (verse 16). The
great lesson to be gleaned is that the Amakkite, =wittingly, testified "against
himself," naming himself as the murderer. His active "mercy Ming" of a dying man
who craved suicide was =justifiable. It is not difficult to understand that a dying
man is still a living man.

People in the Bible who committee suicide are guilty of committing a selfish
act Romans 14:7-8 bears heavily on this question: "For none of is lives for
himself, and no man dies to himself; for whether we live, we live unto the Lord,
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and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: Therefore whether we live or die, we
are the Lord's." This passage does speak to the suicide issue. The last part of verse
8 reads, *None of us dies unto himself.* If we die properly we will not die for
ounelvcs. Why do suicides die? They do not die for ChM; they die for themselves.
Paul says that suicides are self-centered. A self-murderer does not die for Christ;
instead, he dies "for hinueff." People who hang themselves as Judas, or poison
themselves as Socrates, or who thrust themselves through with the sword as Saul,
or who ask for a doctor to assist in killing them, do so for themselves. Those who
contemplate suicide are thinking, "I am too good to be treated this way." Thus,
suicide is a self-centered act

The selfishness of suicide relates to "assisted-death." The person with the
terminal Ohms will often seek comfort from relatives. He wants to be reassured that
he is not a burden to the family. And if he suggests that his life be terminated, he
may be testing the affection of his relatives. If they agree to his request, he may sink
into further despair and misery. The greatest enemy of a sick person is not
necessarily the pain associated with his illness, but the lack of friends who can truly
commiserate. Job's wife said, "Curse God and die." Job's three "friends" were
"miserable comforters." Job was friendless. This loneliness of the despairing tick
person may also be exacerbated by insurers, health care authorities, or government
officials.

Saul wanted someone to kill him because Saul felt sorry for himself. Suicide
was "death with dignity" for hint He did not want to be humiliated before his
enemies. He was riddled with self-pity. There is no question that many of the
terminally Ill will be seduced into taking their own lives, too.

1. Civil Government's Responsibility
The church not only needs to preach against suicide, but civil govermnent

needs to codify suicide as a crime. The codification of suicide as a clime sometimes
received ridicule since a self-murderer is unable to be punished. The argument
that such a law is akin to shadow-boxing, Yet there are two reasons why civil laws
against suicide make good Scriptural sense. First, by having a law against suicide
the conscience of man will be sensitized. If we contemplate taking our own lives we
will understand we are not merely taking life, but committing murder. This is
helpful because people tend to think of self-murder as either less heinous than
murder (of another), or not as murder at all. Second, by having laws recognizing
suicide as murder we legislate against conspiracy to commit murder. If suicide or
"physician-aided death" is a crime, oven a capital crime, than those who prey upon
the despair of the would-be self-murderer would be subject to criminal prosecution.
If suicide is criminalized, then there would be no Hemlock Society, no "right to die"
movement But the very fact that suicide is not commonly perceived as a crime
allows people, hie Jack Kevorkian and Derek Humphry, to profit from murder.

A law against suicide which recognizes that suicide is self-murder; would
discourage doctors, nurses, public health official, etc., to become accomplices. An
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enforced law against self-murder would cut into the business of "medical Nazism."

2. The ResponsibiliV of the Church
But not only should there be laws against suicide, die church has a special

responsibility to bring the Gospel to the would-be murderer. The New England
Puritan Samuel Willard once said that self-murder is a greater evil than murder,
because the self-murderer gives himself no space for repentance.

Suicide is the logical outcome of those who live in death. God even says that
those who hate Hun and His wisdom "love death" (Pray. 8:36). In the Roman
world suicide was not uncommon. The church historian Eusebius tells us that
Pontius Pilate committed suicide. When the Philippian jailer saw that his prisoners
were about to escape, he determined to murder himself. But Paul cried with a loud
voice, "Do thyself no harm, for we are all here" (Acts 16:28). This jailer was
probably a Roman soldier since Philippi was a Roman colony.

Suicide was considered by the Romans as not only lawful, but a duty under
certain conditions. Roman soldiers, for example, had the duty to kill themselves if
their prisoners escaped. The Roman governor Cato supported Pompey in his fight
against Caesar. In North Africa, when he heard about the defeat of Pompey's forces
at Thapsus (46 BC), he committed suicide. Interestingly, this very city of Philippi
and its neighborhood, was the area where 100 years before Brutus and Cassius had
committed self-murder, while engaging in war against Octavian. There was also a
whole-sale mass suicide of the followers of Brutus and Cassius.

The suicide of Ernest Hemingway illustrates why the church must preach the
Gospel to would-be self-murderers. Hemingway suffered from severe depression all
his life and once said, "The real reason for not conunitting suicide is because you
always know how swell life gets again after the hell is over." During the final year
of his life he wrote, "A long happy life deprives man of his optimism. Better to die
in all the happy period of unillusioned youth, to go out in a blaze of light, than to
have your body worn out and old and Musk)** shattered." Apparendy, Hemingway
no longer saw any escape from the "hell" of this life while in this life.

If suicide is self-murder, than the church must preach the message of "believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved and thy house" (Acts 16:33). But
the church must also warn contemplating self-murderers that suicide, far from
delivering them from the "hell" of this life, will be the means of plunging
themselves into the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is reserved for
murderers (Rev. 21:8). If this was the "concern" of the rich man for his brothers
who went to hell, how much more so the church of Jesus Christ (Luke 16:28)?

G. Biblical View of 1)LvabiliV
In recent years, quality of life legislation has been proposed to legalize the

taking of primary mans from babies prior to death by infanticide. This was the
issue in the "Baby Theresa" case in Florida, where it was argued that the
anencephalic do not have full personhood. Such is applied to the handicapped,
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deformed, and disabled (whether born or unborn infants or adults who are crippled
by a catastioplie or disease).

What does the Bible say about the handicapped, deformed, and disabled? Our
Lord declares in no uncertain tams that they are the creation of God. When Moses
tried to excuse himself from preaching to the Pharaoh, arguing that he was "slow of
speech and slow of tongue," God replied, "Who has made man's mouth? Or who
makes the mute, the deaf, the seeing, or the blind? Have not I the Lord?" (Exo.
4:1041).

1. Deuteronomy 28:50
Moses is prophesying the advent of the Assyrian if Israel breaks God's law.

History records that Nineveh was the capital of Assyria and that the people of
Nineveh were particularly crud. The Assyrians skinned their enemies alive, cut off
hands, feet, ears, and noses, put out eyes and pulled out tangles. Nineveh also had
streets lined with the skulls of people form conquered nations, presumably the
elderly and young too. Deuteronomy 28 reads, "The Lord shall bring a nation
against thee from fa; from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies; a nation
whose tongue thou shalt not understand; a nation of fierce . countenance, which
shall not regard the person of the old, nor show favor to the young." The
Assyrian-hie crudty against the old and the young in our day may be lammed to
God's judgment upon Israel.

2. Proverbs 12:10
In this text Solomon says that "the tender mercies of the wicked are cruet"

The passage teaches that what we think is "tender mercy" may be the complete
antithesis of "tender mercy." This is why the Bile must be used as our directive.
Man is not a horse who needs to be put out of his misery. Unhice an anin" ud, man
has a future alter death. Man is man, in the image of God, and his life is
sacrosanct.

Hider regarded himself as compassionate. For example, }rider said on January
23, 1942, "When one pulls out a tooth, one does it with a single tug and the pain
quickly goes away. The Jew must clear out of Europe. It's the Jew who prevents
everything When I think about it, Intake that I'm extraordinarily humane.' The
same "compassion" is claimed by eudumasians and abortionists. Speaking to our
own dwy, * physicion sold, "Mercy killing kills mercy."

.3. Genesis 1:26; 9:6
These texts have already been cited to prow the sacredness of human life. But

our key concern is "the image of God." Does this mean that all men have "intrinsic
value," that they possess what is called "infinite worth?" Genesis 9:6 has been
interpreted to mean that the life of the murderer should be taken away because he
has killed someone with "infinite worth." Do we view the victims of suicide,
euthanasia, infanticide, and abortion as having "infinite worth?" In other words,
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does Genesis 96 envision the worth of man or the worth of the God who
reflected by man?

The question Maks to "the right to die" movement because if murder is
forbidden because the victim is a reflection of God, then murder is not principally
an attack against man, but an attack against God. This provides solid theological
underpinnings for those who oppose "die tight to die" movement

Genesis 9:6 has been used as a proof text for those in the vanguard of the
"self-esteem" movement, who speak of man's "infinite wont" But man's "infinite
worth" is not consonant with Scripture. Scripture teaches that at best, man is vanity
and lesser than vanity (Isa. 40:15-17). Minder is an attack against the God who is
mirrored in man. Someone s worth may be subject to decay or declension. But if
man is the image of God, then abortion, suicide, infanticide, and euthanasia are
always sinfuL The reason is that God's glory is unchangeable and always, to some
extent, reflected in man.

4. Psalm 139:3
This text reads: "You comprehend my path and my lying down, and are

acquainted with all my ways." The Christian is dissuaded from euthanasia not only
by God's authority over life, but also by God's concern for life. In Psalm 139 we
see God's care for all human life. W. Grahant Scroggie translates verse 3 thus: "My
path and my couch thou hast winnowed, subjecting all my life to the closest
investigation, and are thoroughly familiar with all my ways." Smuggle then used the
language of Henry Ward Beecher, who said, "Before men we stand as opaque bee-
hives. They see the thoughts go in and out of us, but what work they do inside of a
man they cannot tell. Before God we are as glass bee-hives, and all that our
thoughts are doing within us He perfectly sees and understands."

This is a comforting thought for those who arc locked inside thanselves
because of a stroke, paralysis, or a life-sustaining machine such as a respirator. God
secs all our thoughts! Someone hears and understands. Someone is in there with us.

Scroggie continues in his commentary on Psalm 139: "Our path and our couch
are known to God; that is, ow public and private fife; our life by day and by night;
our social and secret life. 'These outward and inward experiences of outs God
winnows, discerning what in them is good, and what is bad; taking cognizance of
what is chaff and what is wheat with unerring precision and justice; and so all our
ways are before Km."

5. Ecclesiastes 9:4,5
This text reads, "But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a

living dog is better than a dead lion. For the living know that they will die; but the
dead know nothing, and they have no more reward, for the memory of them is
forgotten."

The vilest and meanest creatures possessing life are better than the highest and
mightiest that have succumbed to death.
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6.2 Corinthians 1:8-9
This text reads, "For we do not want you to be iiptorant, brethren, of our

trouble which came to us in Asia: that we were burdened beyond measure, above
strength, so that we despaired even of life. Yes, we had the sentence of death in
ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves but in God who raises the dead."

The ubnost melancholy, even despair of life, is not reason to take one's own
life. God is in control, for his own puiposes and for His own glory. When there is
no human answer, Paul says that we must bust in God.

7.2 Corinthians 5:8
This text speaks about being absent from the body and being present with the

Lord and teaches that there is no spiritual "limbo." The comatose patient is not
floating in an interim state, drifting back and forth between life and death. Paul
made the condition "either/or." To be absent from the body is to be present with
the Lord. Whatever decisions are made about life-support modifies, these decisions
have eternal consequaices.

8. Job 1:2-3
The text reads, "And seven sons and throe daughters were bonito him. Also,

his possessions were seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred
yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys, and a very large household, so that this
man was the greatest of all the people of the East." Job 2:8-10 reads, "And he took
for himseff a potsherd with which to swipe limseff while he sat in the midst of the
ashes. Then his wife said to him, Do you still hold fast to your integrity? Cum God
and die! But he said to her, You speak as one of the foolish women speaks. Shall
we indeed accept good from God, and shall we not accept adversity? In all this Job
did not sin with his lips." Job's circumstances changed radically, yet even in the
midst of his suffering he would not take his own life. He considered his wife's
advice to be perverted and wrong. He knew and understood the physical
resurrection (Job 19:25-26). Heidelberg Catechism, Question 26, says, "Whatever
evil he sends upon me in this vale of tears (troubled life), he will turn it to my good
for he is able to do it being ahnighty God, and willing also, being a faithful Father."
Job knew that his suffering was for God's glory, and ultimately for his own good.

9. Those with a Death Wish
Elijah had killed the prophets of Baal, yet when the evil Queen Jezebel swore

revenge, the fudges Elijah ran into the wilderness, sat down under a juniper tree,
and cried out, "It is enough! Now, LORD, take my life, for I am no better than my
fathers (ancestors)!" (1 ICings 19:4). But the Lord sent an angel to supply him with
food and water, essential ingredients for life! The Lord was not finished with Elijah
yet.

Let us reconsider Job. He had boils all over his body His flesh was eaten by
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worms. His skin was oozing and decaying like rotten turnips. He was so shriveled
and thin that his bones were sticking out and he had gnawing pains and frightening
dreams. Under such circumstances, most of us would cry out, as Job did, "that it
would please God to crush me, that He would loose His hand and cut me off' (Job
6:9)1 But the Lord was not finished with Job. If we had been with Job in his pain-
racked, miserable situation, would we have taken sway his food and water, and
allowed him to starve and dehydrate? Certainly we would have said that Job had
poor quality of life. The Nazis would have declared his life to be unworthy of life.

Much has been mitten on all the "what-if" of medical technology. But we are
on safer ground when we follow biblical principles, whether or not we like them.
Otherwise we are in danger of trying to become gods and making our own rules
based on what we feel and what we want at any given moment Three doctrines
govern Christian thinking about matters of life and death: the sanctify of all human
life; the sovereignty of God, including His timing in matters of life and death; and
the goodness of God, who will not fa to do right. We get into trouble when we
question any of these principles Questions like "What would Aunt Sally want?" are
not designed to discover the will of God in the bioethical situation. They merely
express what we want or feel. "What is the will of God?" is a more appropriate
question for the believer. Fundamental to the Christian ethic is the absolute reliance
on the will of God.

IM CREEDAL PERSPECTIVE

The two best creedal perspectives are contained in the Heidelberg Catechism
and the Westminster Lager and Shorter Catechisms. Each explain the Sixth
Commandment, "Thou shalt not kill"

The Heidelberg explains, "That I do not revile, hate, insult, or kill my neighbor
either in thought, word, or gesture, much less in deed, whether by myself or by
another, but lay aside all desire of revenge; moreover, that I do not harm myself,
nor willfully run into any danger. Wherefore also to restrain murder the magistrate
is armed with the sword." See also Heidelberg Catechism, Question 105.

Ursinus' commentary provides insight about the root of murder. He emphasizes
three things: (1) "Thou shalt cherish no desire to kill either thyself or others" (2)
"Thou shalt not express or signify any desire to murder either thyself or others; for
when God forbids any particular desire, he also forbids every expression of this
desire, whether it be in the words, gesture or countenance of the person," and, (3)
"Thou shalt not put this desire into execution." He points us to the opposite of this
which is "thou shall aid and assist thyself and others" (Commentary on the
HeideTherg Catechism, p. 585).

Ursinus warns us not to even think about suicide; the very desire of suicide in
us should be mortified. Also, a plausible case could be made that the Heidelberg
states that the civil magistrate has the responsibility to wield the sword against
suicides and those who conspire with them.
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The Westminster Larger Catechism reads, "What are the sins forbidden in the
Sixth Commandment?" The answer given reads, "The sins forbidden in the Sixth
Commandment are, all taking away of life of ourselves, of others, except in case of
public justice, lawful war, or necessary defense; the neglecting or withdrawing the
lawnd and necessary means of preservation of life...' (Question 136).

The proof texts supplied in the Scottish edition of the Larger Catechism
include the attempted self-munier of the Philippian jailer (Acts 16:28). The texts
used to support that we should not "neglect or withdraw the lawful and necessary
means of preservation of life" are Matthew 25:42, where the imprisoned disciples
are fed and clothed by other disciples, and Ecclesiastes 6:1 where God has given
wealth and riches so that a man lacks nothing, except that a stranger cats his wealth
instead. James 2:15 is also enlisted, since a professing Christian sins by telling a
poor brother "depart in peace," without providing those things that are needful for
his body.

V. PULLING THE PLUG

A. Killing and Allowing to Die
The distinction between lolling a dying man and allowing a dying man to die is

a valid distinction, but not a distinction that is always hard and fast. The problem
concerns the use of the word "allow." For example, in theology proper, the word
"allow" may or may not be appropriate to describe God's providence. Does God
"allow" things? According to Calvin and Ursinus, it is proper to speak of God's
"allowing" certain things if by it we do not mean that God sits passively as a
helpless onlooker (see Ursinus's ccenmentary on the Heidelberg Catechism, p. 153).
God's power is active when He allows things to happen. This is the antithesis of
Arminianisrn which stresses that God is not actively ruling Ifis creation when He
"allows" events. So, depending upon the context, it may or may not be proper to
"allow" or "permit" someone to die.

Allowing a dying man to die when all he needs is immediate medical treatment,
such as insulin for a diabetic or a blood transfusion for a wounded man, is murder.
Allowing a dying man to die is murder when the intent is death. So, the
circumstances of each case should be investigated accordingly.

The phrase "pulling the plug" usually refers to removing artificial means of
sustaining life. Extraordinary means of supporting life are in contrast to ordinary
means, such as receiving food, water, and air. Food, water, and air are not per se,
medical treatments at all. Thus the decision to take someone off these life-sustaining
staples is active euthanasia or murder.

When food, water, and air are directly withdrawn from a patient the result (and
the intended result) is death. This is different from life-sustaining inventions that arc
"extraordinary" because the withdrawal of these things is not accompanied with the
intention to kW. We agree with the writer who said, *The removal of food and
water is morally identical to denying a patient air by placing a plastic bag over his or
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her head ..." (J.P. Moreland).
Also, when life-sustaining equipment is withdrawn, the focus is the quality of

the treatment itself, and our motive to spare the dying person "the burdensome
means of medical intervention "(LP. Moreland). However, if food, water, and air
are withdrawn from a person, this reflects our estimation of the quality of the
patient's life. The focus is no longer upon the quality of the medical treatment, but
the quality of the life itself. To withhold food, water, and air is to make the decision
that the life of the person is of no moral value.

It is sometimes argued that the plug should never be pulled once it has been
plugged in. The argument is that once the plug is in, that this constitutes a
commitment to follow through and that not to follow through is desecration of a
medical covenant. But this argument is not the best. The main issue is whether the
treatment is good treatment. It is possible that in many cases the act of plugging in
may be bad treatment (such as sustaining the brain-waves of someone deemed "a
vegetable"). When the plug is in, the only promise is to continue that treatment until
it becomes clear that it is pointless to continue.

B. Active-Passive Euthanasia
This leads us to the famous active euthanasia and passive euthanasia

distinction. Active euthanasia is killing the patient by lethal *lotions or suffocation,
etc. Passive euthanasia could include the withdrawal of an artificial life support
system, or withdrawal of food and water and air. Active euthanasia is always shift*
the intention is to kill. Passive euthanasia may or may not be sinful according to the
conditions. Those conditions may be: (1) the patient is terminally ill; (2) death is
imminent; (3) the treatment itself is artificial, extraordinary, and; (4) death is
foreseen, but not caused or intended by the treatment (which would be the case if
food and water and air were withdrawn).

The tenn "passive euthanasia" is dangerous because murder can be justified.
Yet, we must also remember that the word "kill" can be employed in a justifiable
context or in a non-justifiable one (e.g., the magistrate "kills" the murderer but
when the vigilante "kills" the murderer he murders the murderer). Yet, "passive
euthanasia" is usually a linguistic subterfuge used to blur the distinction and to
justify "active euthanasia."

We reject the language of "active euthanasia" and "passive euthanasia,"
believing that there is the temptation to draw a moral equation between the two.
Even though there may be an adjectival difference, euthanasia is eudunasia, that is,
assisting in the killing of a patient. Thus, we believe it unwise to use this language.

To determine if the plug should be pulled, we must grapple with what it means
to be dying. Generally, we deduce that we are dying when the doctor's prognosis
states the imminence of death.

We can legitimately speak of three kinds of patients. (1) Dying patients. These
arc people whose deaths are imminent. (2) Comatose patients. These are those who
are not dead and (often) not even dying. Karen Ann Quinlan lived for years in a
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comatose condition even after her respirator was removed. (3) Termiud patients.
These have illnesses that may take years to mature before death ensues.

From God's standpoint, death occurs when the spirit is separated from the
body (Acts 7:59; John 19:30). From the human view, death occurs when there is a
cessation of breathing (Acts 17:25; Gen. 2:7; 6:17; 7:15,22; Ezek. 37:5ff.). If
someone is brain dead, it may be necessary to remove the ventilators to determine
is he is really dead. Yet, ifs poison is breathing, we should conclude that he is still
alive.

We are convinced that there arc occasions when a Christian may refuse
additional mechanical treatment that would extend his life for a short period of time
as opposed to a longer period of time with other treatments. We offer three reasons.
(1) When a treatment (such as chemotherapy) may impose suffering to the patient
"disproportionate to the value of (possible) adding a few days to his life" (John
Frame, Medical Ethics, p. 66). (2) Treatment that would entail selling oneself and
family into economic slavery if excessive debt is contracted. (3) When we lack the
resources of time, teclmology, or skill.

VL THE QUALITY OF LIFE ARGUMENT

A. Quality of Life, or Sanctity of Life?
"Quality of life" is a popular concept today, evoking thoughts of health,

intelligence, vigor, love, and adequate financial resources. But euthanasia and
abortion derive part of their acceptance from this value. "Preserving the quality of
life" becomes a euphemism for taking life that seems not to magi= up. Before
human life can be intentionally taken, "quality of life" must become a higher value
than the older concept of "sanctity of life."

"Sanctity of life" means that life is sacred because we are image-bearers of
God. The tam involves an unqualified respect for all human life, no matter how
unattractive or difficult. Sanctity of life is consistent with the biblical principle that
God holds the timing and circumstances of our life in his hands.

The Encyclopedia of Bioethics, (Wu= T. Reich, editor, New York:
Macmillan, Free Press, 1978) is often called the "bible" of bioethics, and includes a
lengthy discussion of the quality-of-life viewpoint According to this standard, life
need not be sustained or may be directly terminated if the quality of life is not
satisfactory. The ethical question is: What principles should govern the use of a
quality-of-life concept in a possible justification for the termination or continuation
of human life, especially the life of the defective, diseased, comatose, seriously ill,
or dying patient of any age?

The Encyclopedia draws from the thought of Joseph Fletcher (author of
Situation Ethics) to support this viewpoint: "Human life has no value unless it
produces personal well-being, here interpreted as human happiness for the lamest
number of people. The direct or indirect killing of a human is good whenever it is
justified by this highest value or whenever the desirable consequences outweigh any
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disvalue in the action, according to a cost-benefit analysis."
The Encyclopedia obsen?es that *Fletcher's minimal "humanhood" criteria are

associated with rational function; they include neocortical function (a prerequisite to
the others), intelligence (humans scoring below 401Q are questionable persons, and
below the 20 mark they are not poisons), conmrunication, and other qualities.
Accessory qualities (Fletcher calls them "optimal criteria"), which contributes to an
individual's better well-being, including curiosity, balance of rationality and feeling,
and idiosyncrasy. If the humanhood qualities are lacking, there is no moral
offense to terminate a human life; if they are present, the moral value of
preserving or terminating a life is known only by a utilitarian assessment of the
needs of all those affected in each situation.

According to quality-of-life reasoning, man, not God, determines and defines
the value or — lack of value — of any given human life. Furthermore, even if a life
has some value, the needs of others, the subjective factor of happiness, and even
economics, determine whether or not that life ought to continue.

Imagine, for example, a middle-class family with two sets of elderly parents to
care for as well as three college-age or near-college-age children to educate. They
are having financial trouble because of all these responsibilities; furthermore, two of
the elderly parents are discontented with their lives and require expensive
medication and frequent attention. In such a situation, should euthanasia be
considered?

Euthanasia could have been the solution for the family of multiple handicapped
Helen Keller before she had had a change to prove the worth of her existence. It
could be the solution for may handicapped or just life-weary people tomorrow.

Just as abortion has become a sloppy form of birth control. So euthanasia
could become, under the quality-of-life criteria, a fast solution from many problems
ranging from financial hardship to severe depression. We can be sure of one thing:
once humans take the prerogative of deciding when others should live or die, they
will not stop with mete alleviation of pain for the terminally HI What begins as
voluntary euthanasia degenerates into involuntary euthanasia — where the decision
to die is made for you. Let us not be naive.

B. Are There People Who Are Unworthy ofLO?

I. The Nazi-Connection
What is the opposite of "quality of life?" The Nazis had a favorite phrase that

was honest and blunt: lebensunwertes Leben, "life unworthy of life." The killing
machine of the Third Reich progressed from forced sterilization through various
stages of euthanasia to actual genocide, all based on human determinations that
certain lives were not worthy to continue.

In discussing which lives should be thus deemed unworthy, Hider proclaimed:
The volkisch state must see to it that only the healthy beget children.
... Here the state must act as the guardian of the millennial future ...
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it must declare unfit for propagation all who are in any way visibly
sick or who have inherited a disease and can therefore pass it

This interpretation of life unworthy of life" would soon become the basis for
decision about euthanasia and genocide as well as forced sterilization.

Ironically, as forced sterilization began to be practiced in Germany, some
German scientists were looking to America as the trendsetter. For, whereas
Germany's (post World War 1) Weimar constitution forbade the "infliction of bodily
alterations on human beings," the United States already had sterilization laws as
well as laws forbidding maniage between mentally retarded partners or partners of
different races. Indeed, a German physician-geneticist berated his own country for
backwardness in comparison with the United States; he was "convinced that The
next round of the thousand-year fight for the life of the Nordic race will probably
be fought in America.'"

As we consider the similarities between our quest for what we call "quality of
life" and the Nazis' eagerness to stamp out what they called "life unworthy of life,"
it is vital that we consider whether we are heading toward a similar "pure race"
goal.

After Hider came to power in 1933, strict sterilization laws were put into
effect These were fir first step toward eliminating those with life "unworthy of
life." At first those required to be sterilized included people with congenital
feeblemindedness, schizophrenia, manic depression, hereditary blindness or
deafness — and even alcoholism.

The method of purifying the race was quickly extended from merely
preventing the conception of those with life imworthy of life to killing those already
alive, until an estimate of one million to be killed was published in a Nazi magazine
in 1939. The list of those unworthy of life continued to broaden, of course, until
eventually the entire Jewish race was deemed unworthy.

The killing went far beyond the individual's right to die. The State itself could
legally kill, regardless of whether the individual wanted to live. Yet curiously
enough, killing remained the task of the physician. It was always medicalized
killing.

As early as 1920, two German scholars, Kari Binding and Alfred Hoche, had
written The Permission to Destroy Lee Unworthy of Life,  a defense of such
"medicalized" killing. Commenting on that book, Robert Litton says:

The book included as "unworthy life" not only the incurably M but
large segments of the mentally ill, the feeble-minded, and retarded
and deformed children. More than that, the authors professionalized
and modicalized the entire concept. And they stressed the
therapeutic goal of that concept: destroying life unworthy of life is
"purely a healing treatment" and a "healing work "

Hoche emphasized that the killing was compassionate. He described these
people as "empty shells of human beings." Litton observes that "he was saying that
these people are already dead." Once again words were used to distort and thus
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legitimize what was being done. The evil was facilitated by euphemisms.
The Nazi propaganda machine worked hard to convince the German people of

the virtue of doing away with the undesirable elements in the population. Their
most powerful tool in this war on human life was the diabolical use of words that
would train people to think that there was no alternative but euthanasia.

Joseph Goebbel's propaganda films made use of grotesque images of
institutionalized retarded and mentally ill people. In schools and universities, the
young people of Germany were trained to think of the hapless creatures as having
an existence that was less than human. The German words "da scin ohne leben"
carried the idea of "life unworthy of life" one step farther down the road to horror
of the death camps. "Da sein ohne leben" means "existence (being) without life," -
or - "to be there, but not to be alive." If a creature exists, but is not really alive,
then how can it be wrong to kill it? The appeal of Nazi propaganda attempted with
considerable success to anesthetize the humanity sympathies of the whole country.

The evil genius of the "final solution" that brought millions of Jews and others
to their deaths worked so well because for decades the German people had been
taught to think that certain classes and races were less than human.

The current use of the term "quality of life" by the euthanasia movement is
chillingly reminiscent of the "da sein ohne leben" slogan of Nazi Germany. Such
should shock us, for the ideas behind the two phrases, and the outcomes desired,
are identical.

2. "Quality of Life" Means "Unworthy of Life"
We must be fully aware of the rapidity with which inroads are being made into

American thought by euthanasia propagandists today. We continually hear
discussions about "quality of life" for the eldedy and handicapped, even in
Christian families. Stuck on the beds of thousands of nursing home and hospital
patients are ominous little red-orange signs with the letters "DNR" - Do Not
Resuscitate.

When Bible-believing Christian families have heart-wrenching discussions
about the "quality of life" left for Grandpa or Grandma, and when it is right to keep
them alive by artificial means like respirators or feeding through a tube, then we
have come along way down the road of accepting the idea of "da sein ohne leben"
as a part of our own thinking.

As euphemisms were used in the Third Reich, so they are used today. Those
with "life unworthy of life" or those without "quality of life" should move over and
make room for superior human beings. According to the proponents of these
doctrines, when life seems to lose its meaning, when the body does not function as
well as it used to, when the brain functions at a level of intelligence that is no longer
"productive" by someone else's definition, and when it costs too much to keep one
alive - then that person of compassion and healing, the family doctor, should
simply put his patient to sleep. All because we have changed from a sanctity-of-life
to a quality-of-life standard.
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Words can be dangerous weapons for evil or vital weapons for truth. Just as a
well-sharpened sword can either protect or attack the innocent, so words can be
used for good or evil. One of the most dangerous word weapons is the euphemism,
where the unpleasant truth is softened and distorted, where evil can begin to look
good. In our time, "preserving the quality of life" has become a dangerous
euphemism for killing.

VII. LIVING WILLS

A. Living Mk aModern "Necessiv"
Living wills are documents being promoted as necessary to provide assurance

to people that they will die peaceably and with dignity. There is an intense lobbying
effort to make them legally binding.

Promoted by pro-euthanasia, "right to die" groups — and, increasingly, in the
popular media — many people have assumed that living W1118 are good and
necessary tools to protect the rights of patients to make decisions at the end of their
lives. They may be unaware that living wills (and living will-type legislation) can be
counter-productive and even dangerous.

A living will is a document by which a person can give in advance a directive
to have life-sustaining medical treatment withheld or discontinued at the time of
future serious illness or injury should he or she be unable then to make medical
decision&

Living will language is often obscure. Simple phrases appear harmless until the
meanings of the words are analyzed. Trigger expressions such as "artificial means,"
"reasonable expectation of recovery," "relatively short time ... heroic measures" and
"terminal" are open to a variety of interpretations. The meaning that could be
construed from these words may be contrary to the intent of the living will signer.

In terms of current practice and history, living wills are often unnecessary.
Adult patients already have the common law right to participate in treatment
decisions and to refuse medical treatment. They already have the right to make
informed consent decisions telling their family and physicians how they want to be
treated if and when they can no longer make decisions for themselves.

Doctors make decisions to discontinue or not initiate treatments every day, and
patients have the right to consult with or choose another doctor if they believe they
are being over-treated. Doctors are already free to withhold or withdraw useless
procedures in terminal cases that provide no benefit to the patient. Some people
fear that medical technology will be used to torture them in their final days.

No doctor has been prosecuted for keeping patients alive — or for allowing
death to come naturally. Doctors do not need living wills to be protected from
malpractice suits. However, if living wills are legally binding, an attending physician
who fails to comply could be sued or prosecuted, if he fails to carry out a patient's
death wish.

11 is currently a legal right to give instructions to a physician and/or family
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about what we wish in case we become incompetent. Common sense and good will
resolve most problems. In the rare case in which there is a m ajor dispute, the courts
are the appropriate vehicle to protect the rights and life of the vulnerable patient.

B. The Scwre of Living Wilk
The concept of living will originated with cnganizations such as Concern for

Dying (formerly known as the Euthanasia Educational Council), the Society for the
Right to Die (formerly known as the Euthanasia Society of America) and the
Hemlock society The strategy of those groups is to use living wills to condition
public acceptance of assisted suicide, mercy killing, and legalized euthanasia.

Society for the Right to Die. Until 1975, it was known as the Euthanasia
Society of America. It changed its name because the word "euthanasia" conjured
images of Nazi Germany.

Concern for Dying. Note: this does not say concern for the dying. Formerly
the Euthanasia Education Council, it split from the Society for the Right to Die in
1979.

Hemlock Society. This organization is highly visible, and supports voluntary
euthanasia, suicide, and assisted suicide. It published an instruction manual on
drugs necessary for a lethal overdose. Currently, it is promoting legislation to permit
euthanasia and suicide in California, Arizona, and Florida.

The pro-euthanasia lobby is increasingly vocal and visible, agitating for the so-
called "right to die." With skillful use of the media, mating a climate of prejudice
and fear, and promoting half-truths, they have attempted to persuade the public and
legislators that living wills and living will legislature necessary. A headline in "USA
TODAY" (8/16/85) sunmiarized the real goal: "living Wills 1st Step, Euthanasia
Group Says."

Some proponents of living wills maintain that such documents are necessary
for cost and/or population control, and should be mandatory for certain groups
(welfare recipients, AIDS victims, some residents in nursing homes and veterans'
hospitals, etc.).

C. The Dangers of Living Wills
Legally binding living wills are dangerous for both patients and their doctors.

First, living wills are usually so vague that they are open to many abuses. It is not
possible to make well-informed decisions about treatment before an illness or injury
occurs. Special circumstances at a future time will affect decisions concerning
treatment.

To direct in advance that health-care personnel withhold or withdraw all "life-
sustaining" treatment at some unknowable future date under unspecified
circumstances makes a mockery of informed consent and binders the practice of
good medicine.

When a patient who signs a legally binding living will becomes unable to make
decisions, the doctor and family may be unable to make medical decisions that are
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in the best interests of the patient because the document stricdy limits their options.
• A living will would not authorize withdrawing extraordinary life-sustaining

treatment only. There is a movement afoot for states to adopt a living will law that
would authorize health professionals (and could even require them) to withhold
such staples as food and water. Persons seeking to prevent "extraordinary" and
"heroic" measures (the latter term describing the attempt of trying at all costs to
keep a person alive, even when death is imminent) at the end of their lives may
unintentionally authorize their own starvation and dehydration.

A living will locked into law would not apply only to the very elderly. A
healthy person signing such a document cannot foresee what circumstances might
call it into effect For instance, one might want to refuse "heroic" treatment after a
struggle with cancer at an advanced age, but welcome "heroic" treatment if injured
in auto accident at a younger age. Legally binding living wills would make no
distinction.

Living wills are intended to go into effect when people are "no longer able" to
make treatment decisions for themselves, living wills attempt to give objective
criteria for determination of incompetency, but often fail

Under laws recognizing living wills, when there is some question about
whether the patent is terminally ill or not, the pragmatic course for the physician
would be to withdraw all life-sustaining treatment rather than attempt to preserve
the life of the patient and risk being sued for failing to carry out the living will.

Legislation of this type must, by its nature, be broad enough to suit many
situations. But matters of life, health and death are imique in every case, depending
on the individual, the disease or illness, the case history, the family situation, etc.

When someone signs a declaration, such as: "If! should have an incurable or
irreversible condition that will cause my death within a relatively short time, and if I
am no longer able to make decisions regarding any medical treatment, I direct my
attending physician to withhold or withdraw treatment that only prolongs the dying
process and is not necessary to my comfort or to alleviate pain," these words may
sound noble, until we look carefully.

"Incurable or irreversible condition." This could include asthma, diabetes,
cerebral palsy, many conditions caused by heart or stroke, etc.

"Death within a relatively short time." This could be interpreted to mean hours,
or weeks, or months.

"No longer able to make decisions." This could include those affected by
medication, overwhelmed or depressed by problems, nnldly senile, etc. Note: living
wills do not require that patients be notified of its going into effect

"Withhold or withdraw treatment" This could include respirators or
chemotherapy. But it could also include medications upon which a patient is
dependent (insulin, nitroglycerin, blood pressure regulators), oxygen, antibiotics —
even food and water.

"My attending physician." Is this your family doctor or friend? The specialist
with whom you have never talked? An intern in an emergency room in a strange
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city? What if Jack Kevorkian is called in to assist?
Living will legislation goes by many tides: "Rights of the Terminally Ill Act"

"Patients' Rights Act" "Death without Indignity Act," etc. The names sound
compassionate, the results can be deadly.

The medical profession should be a servant of its patients, not a master. Yet,
living will legislation implies that doctors are the masters unless patients take legal
action. This raises further questions: what if there is no living will? Where do these
people fit in the medical-moral limbo? Must doctors assume that they would have
wanted every medical measure possible? Must emergency rooms search for living
wills before deciding to resuscitate? Do they take the word of a Misted relative or
friend? Do trusted people look different than untrusted people?

Legislation that springs from a living will, right to die, premise is seriously
flawed from the start. It favors death over hope in the midst of the difficulties of
life. It does not emphasize the individual circumstances and the individual desires
that should determine the character of terminal care.

Living wills often reflect and likewise promote an attitude that the elderly and
infirm are financial and emotional burdens on society. They sever dying-disability
and death from love, life, and meaning. For just as there is meaning in living. there
is likewise meaning in suffering and death — for ourselves, and for others as care-
givers.

Rather than seeking to insure the light to die, we should be working to protect
the right to live — with dignity — until the moment of natural death.

living wills usually depend on elusive and mislead* language as well as
dishonest framework. Even the name is misleading — living wills have little
connection with living and a lot to do with dying. They could be more aptly named
"death contracts." In fact the agenda of the "right to die" movement includes talk
of the "duty to die."

This does not mean that every treatment must be applied to every patient in
every circumstance. Neither present law or the moral position of any church nor
any right-to-life organization requires that every form of treatment be applied to
every patient in every circumstance. If a patient's death is imminent, it may be good
medicine and good morals to withdraw lest the treatment prolongs the dying
process with no benefit to the patient.

Today, there is an alarming trend to define food and water as "medical
treatments" which can be considered optional for a given patient rather than
ordinary care to which all are entitled.

Sadly, patients are in more danger of under-treatment than over-treatment,
especially dependent persons in institutionalized situations. There are now major
financial incentives for health care providers to under-treat patients.

Living wills weigh the law in favor of death rather than life. They do not give
the patient the power to direct that he or she be given life saving treatment or even
food and water.

Presently there is a rapidly growing trend to withdraw beneficial medical
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treatment and food and water from incompetent and even non-terminal patients.
What is needed is protection for such persons, rather than legislation authorizing
their death by starvation and dehydration.

D. Alternatives to Living Wilk?
An excellent alternative to a living will that can protect us from pro-death

vultures is what is called a durable power of attorney for health care. In fact, a
durable power of attorney for health cart can be a useful means of protecting
oneself from manunonista too, who are bent on providing needless medical care
when the prospect of death is imminent

A durable power of attorney for health care permits us to name someone to
make treatment decisions for us. The person chosen can make medical decisions —
not just those about life-sustaining treatment — when we cannot speak for ourselves.

The document appearing at the end of this report flan the Catholic Health
Association is a sample of how a Christian may prepare himself for catastrophic
illness in which unnecessary "heroic measures" may be used. Although we might be
able to improve upon some of the terminology used in this durable power of
attorney for health care, we believe that its drift is in the right direction. The second
durable power of attorney that we recommend for study comes from a Christian
lawyer.

What are some of the differences between a durable power of attorney and a
living will? The following distinctions are not always hard and fast, but are staring
enough for us to fist them here.

(1) The language used in living wills is often so vague that in the hands of a
pro-death doctor the unconscious patient may be murdered because he wrote
sibboleth when he may have intended shibboleth.

(2) Although a living will can designate a family member to be one's health
care agent, living wills are usually "exegeted" and then applied by doctors and/or
hospitals. Who would want his living will exegeted by a pro-death doctor? Let us
remember that unbelievers who turn away from the wisdom of God love death
(Prov. 836).

(3) living wills tend to buy into the "quality of life" philosophy which says that
if we are not productive in life that our lives are useless and should be terminated
Being self-centered, they discourage good samaritanisin.

(4) Living wills may try to anticipate specific medical circumstances and
conditions that only God can know, since only God knows the unique
circumstances of each person's death. When this happens, the person who draws up
the loving will is hie the worrier in Matthew 6, who worries because he has no
control of the future.

(5) living wills take effect while we are still alive, but have become unable to
speak for ourselves. If we lose consciousness, the stipulations of the living will
cannot be changed. This is a major disadvantage of living wills.

In contrast to the above, a durable power of attorney names a person's health
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agent, takes the decision out of the hands of potential pro-death or pro-mammon
doctors, and provides the sick person who is incapable of making decisions with
legal protection. This does not mean that the Durable Power of Attorney cannot be
misused by pro-death groups to promote their cause, but it does mean that the
Christian is afforded the broadest protection and does not have to worry about his
future, or worty about the legal language of the living will which he may have to
revise, update, and modify in the hopeless attempt to anticipate the exact
circumstances of his death. His health care agent or agents will comply with his
pro-life wishes if he is physically incapacitated.

The advantage of a durable power of attorney is that the person named as the
agent has greater liberty to react with wisdom to a changing medical situation. He is
able to do this because there is no living will that may hamstring his effort to apply
the wisdom of the Scriptures to the unconscious person's unforeseen medical
situation. Thus, the advantage of a durable power of attorney is that the final
decision is placed into the hands of beloved family members instead of the
potentially cold hands of a doctor whose final decision may be the "final solution."
Second, ifs person becomes ill suddenly while away from home, his future will not
be determined by an impersonal document

VM. GUIDELINES

Some hold the position that they have a "right to die;" we content that this is
not biblically coffect. Our Creator God does not include in the nature of man an
inherent right to die. Therefore, we draw the following conclusions to which
members of the Reformed Church in the United States may be guided when
confronting the philosophy of the right to die movement.

1. Abortion is murder.
2. That self-murder, and even the thought of self-murder, is sinful, being a

violation of the Sixth Commandment.
3. That the terminology of active euthanasia and passive euthanasia be rejected

as unclear at best, and, at worst, a Trojan horse which justifies murder in the name
of "mercy."

4. That the "quality of life" euphemism used so cavalierly by pro-death groups
be rejected in favor of "sanctity of life," which implies that all men are created in
God's image.

5. Killing newborn infants that are handicapped or deformed is sinful.
6. The withdrawal of food, water, or air from a dying, comatose, or terminally

patient is sinful when the intention is to kill.
7. Living wills, as defined, promoted, and utilized by pro-death groups, are

both unwise and sinful.
8. It is good for a Christian to have a pro-life plan such as a durable power of

attorney in which directives are given to one's pro-life doctor, pro-life relative, or
pro-life friend, when he becomes incapacitated to make a decision about his
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medical care.

Respectfully submitted,
J. West, IL Hart, P. Grossmann, D. Stark, C. Fellersen, L Ulmer, D. Larson

SAMPLEA: DURABLE POWER OF ATTORNEY FOR HEALTHCARE

[Catholic Health Association believes that if you sign this document you do not
need a living wilt CHA prepares this document to be applicable in most states, but
does not assure that it includes every state's technical requirements.]

Preamble
Christians believe in the sanctity of life based on the inherent dignity of each

person, made in the image of God, and called to share fully in the life of God.
Christians beheve that human life is God's creation. Clnistians believe that in death
life is transformed by the power of Christ's death and resurrection into eternal life.
Human responsibility for life is one of stewardship, not ownership. Life is a gill to
be cherished as a sacred trust. Respect for human dignity requires that the
healthcare professions support the autonomy of individuals by supporting personal
decision making and by respecting the exercise of self-determination within the
context of stewardship.

1. Creation of a Durable Power ofAttorney for Healthcare
To my family, doctors, and all those concerned with my care:
	 (name), residing at 	 (street address) in 	

(city or county), (state), being of sound mind, intend by this document to
create a durable power of attorney for healthcare. My executing this durable power
of attorney for healthcare is voluntary. I expect, despite the creation of this durable
power of attorney for healthcare, to be fully informed about and to make any
healthcare decision for myself whenever I am able to do so. For purposes of this
document, "healthcare decision? means an informed decision in the exercise of my
right to accept, maintain, discontinue, or refuse any care, treatment, service, or
procedure to maintain, diagnose, or treat my physical or mental condition.

2. Designation of Healthcare Agent
If! am unable to make healthcare decisions for myself; due to my incapacity, I

hereby designate my 	 (relationship), 	 (name), residing at
	 (street address) in 	 (city or county), 	 (state) (home
telephone: - ), to be my healthcare agent for the purpose of making
healthcare decisions on my behalf. If she/he is ever unable or unwilling to do so, I
hereby designate my (relationship) (name) to be my first
alternate healthcare agent for the putpose of making healthcare decisions on my
behalf. In the event that neither the person named to be my healthcare agent nor the
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person named as first alternate healthcare agent is able or willing to be my
healthcare agent, I then designate my   (relationship)  
(name) to be my second alternate healthcare agent for the purpose of making
healthcare decisions on my behalf.

3. General Statement ofAuthor4 Granted
Unless I have specified otherwise in this document, if I ever am unable to

receive and evaluate information effectively or to communicate decisions to such an
extent that I lack capacity to manage my healthcare decisions, I instruct my
healthcare provider to obtain the healthcare decision of my healthcare agent for all
my healthcare. I have discussed my desires thoroughly with my healthcare agent as
well as those named as alternates and believe that they understand my philosophy
regarding the healthcare decisions I would make if I were able to do so. I desire that
my wishes be carried out through the authority given to my healthcare agent under
this document.

My healthcare agent is instructed that if! am unable, due to my incapacity, to
make a healthcare decision she/he shall make the healthcare decision for me. My
healthcare agent shall base her/his healthcare decision on any healthcare choices
that I have expressed prior to the time of the decision. If I have not expressed a
healthcare choice about the healthcare in question, my healthcare agent shall base
her/his healthcare decision on what shelhe believes to be in my best interest.

4. Admission to Nursing Homes or Long Term Care Facilities
My healthcare agent may admit me to a nursing home or other long term care

facility as she/he may deem appropriate.

5. Provision of Non-orally Ingested Nutrition and Hydration
My healthcare agent may have non-orally ingested nutrition and hydration

withheld or withdrawn from me. This includes nutrition and hydration supplied
through tubes entering anywhere in my body.
	  (initials) Yes, my agent has specific authority regarding non-orally

ingested nutrition and hydration.
If I have not initialed "Yes," my agent does not have authority to withhold

non-orally ingested nutrition and hydration.

6. Statement a/ Desires, Special Provisions, or Limitations
In exercising authority under this document, my healthcare agent shall act

consistently with my following stated desires, if any, and is subject to any special
provisions or limitations that I specify.

7. Inspection and Disclosure of Information Relating to My Physical or Mental
Health
Subject to any limitations in this document, my healthcare agent has the
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authority to do all of the following:
(a) Request, review, and receive any information, verbal or written, regarding

my physical or mental health, including medical and hospital records.
(b) Execute on my behalf any documents that may be required to obtain this

information.
(c) Consent to the disclosure of this information

8. Signing Documents, Waivers and Releases
Where necessary to implement the healthcare decisions that my healthcare
agent is authorized by this document to make, my healthcare agent has the
authority to execute on my behalf any of the following:
(a) Documents titled or purported to be a "consent to permit treatment,"

"refusal to permit treatment," or leaving hospital against medical advice"
(b) A waiver or release from liability required by a hospital or physician

Dated: 	 , 19___
Signature

Statement of Witnesses

The foregoing document was declared by 	 (name) to be her/his
grant of a Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare and was signed in our
presence, all being present at the same time, and we, at her/his request and in
her/his presence and in the presence of each other, have subscribed our names as
witnesses on the date above written.
	 (name) residing at 	 (name) residing at
	 (street address) 	 (street address)
	 (city or county, state, ZIP) 	 (city or county, state, MP)

(Notary affidavit is optional in most states but is recommended)
AFFIDAVIT

State of 	
) SS.

County of 	

I, the undersigned, an officer authorized to administer oaths, certify that
  and the witnesses, whose names are subscribed to the attached or
foregoing instrument, having appeared together before me and first having been
duly sworn, each then declared to me that signed and executed the
instrument as her/his grant of a Durable Power of Attorney for Healthcare, and that
she/he had willingly made and executed it as her/his five and voluntary act and
deed for the purposes therein expressed; and that each of the witnesses, in the
presence and hearing of the said   and that each other, signed the
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document as witnesses; and to the best of their knowledge 	 was at the
time at least eighteen years Of age, and was of sound mind and under no constraint,
duress, fraud, or undue influence; and that each of said witnesses was then at least
eighteen years of age.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto subscribed my name and official seal this
	 day of 	 , 19 .
	 (Notary Public) 	 My commission expires on 	

SAMPLE B: DURABLE POWER 0 P ATIOIWEY FOR HEALTH CARE

1. Designation of Health Care Agent
	(PruNciPAL) hereby appoint my children, 	 , as my

Agents to make health and personal care decisions for me as authorized in this
document

2. Effective Date and Durability.
By this document I intend to create a durable power of attorney effective upon,

and only during, any period of incapacity in which, in the opinion of my Agents
and attending physician, I am unable to make or communicate a choice regarding a
particulre health care deciskin.

3. Agents' Powers.
I grant to my Agents full authority to make decisions for me regarding my

health care. In exercising this authority, my Agents shall follow my desires known
to my Agents. In making any decision, my Agents shall attempt to discuss the
proposed decision with me to determine my desires if I am able to communicate in
any way. If my Agents cannot determine the choice I would want made, then my
Agents are empowered to make a choice for me based upon what my agents
believe to be in my best interests. My Agents' authority to interpret my desires is
discretionary and is intended to be as broad as possible, except for any limitation I
may state below. Accordingly, unless specifically limited by Section 4 below, my
Agents are authorized as follows:

A. To consent, to refuse, or to withdraw consent to any and all types of
medical care, treatment, susgical procedures, diagnostic procedures,
medication, and the use of mechanical or other procedures that affect any
bodily function;

B. To have access to medical records and information to the same extent that
lam entitled to including the right to disclose the contents to others;

C. To authorize my admission to or discharge (even against medical advice)
from any hospital, nursing home, residential care, assisted living or similar
facility or service;

D. To contract on my behalf for any health care related service or facility on
my behalf; without my Agents incurring personal financial liability for
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such contracts;
E. To hire and fire medical, social service, and other support personnel

responsible for my care;
F. To authorize an autopsy, and direct the disposition of my remains to the

extent permitted by law;
G. To take any other action access:ay to do what I authorize here, including

(but not limited to) granting any waiver or release from liability required
by any hospital, physician, or other health care provider; signing any
documents relating to refusals of treatment or the leaving of a facility
against medical advice, and pursuing any legal action in my name, and at
the expense of my estate to force compliance with my wishes as
determined by my Agents, or to seek damages for the fail= to comply.

4. Successors
If any of die Agents named by me shall die, become legally disabled, resign,

refuse to act, or be unavailable, I name the other Agents as my sole Agents.

5. Protection of Third Parties Who Rev on My Agent
No person who relies in good faith upon any representations by my Agents

shall be liable to me, my estate, my heirs or assigns, for recognizing the Agents'
authority.

6. Nomination of Guaniian.
If a guardian of my person or conservator of my estate should for any reason

need to be appointed, I nominate 	 named above.

7.Administrative Procedures.
A. I revoke any prior durable power of attorney for health care.
B. This durable power of attorney is intended to be valid in any jurisdiction in

which it is presented.
C. My Agents shall not be entitled to compensation for services performed

under this durable power of attorney, but they shall be entitled to
reimbursement for all reasonable expenses incurred as a result of carrying
out any provision of this durable power of attorney.

D. The powers delegated under this durable power of attorney are separable,
so that the invalidity of one or more powers shall not affect any others.

By signing here I indicate that I understand the contents of this document and
the effect of this grant of powers to my Agents. I sign my name to this Durable
Power of Attorney for Health Cart on this day of , 19_.

Signature: 	
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WrrNEss STATEMENT

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of  that the
person who signed or acknowledged this document is personally known to me to be
the Principal, that the Principal signed or acknowledged this durable power of
attorney in my presence, that the Principal appears to be of sound mind and under
no duress, fraud, or undue influence, that I am not a person appointed as an Agent
by this document, and that I am not a treating health care provider, an employee of
a treating health care provider, the operator of a coinmunity care facility, an
employee of an operator of a community care facility, the operator of a residential
care facility, nor an employee of an operator of a residential care facility. I further
declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of that I am not
related to the Principal by blood, marriage, or adoption, and, to the best of my
knowledge, I am not entitled to any part of the estate of the Principal upon the
death of the Principal under a will now existing or by operation of law.

Witness No. 1:

	

Signature: 	Date: 

	

Print Name: 	

	

Residence Address: 	

	

Telephone: 	

Witness No. 2:

	

Signature: 	Date: 

	

Print Name: 	

	

Residence Address: 	

	

Telephone: 	

State of 	
:ss.

County of 	

On this day of , 19 the said , laiown to me
(or satisfactorily proven) to be the person named in the foregoing instrument,
personally appeared before me, a Notary Public, within and for the State and
County aforesaid and acknowledged that he or she freely and voluntarily executed
the same for the purpose stated therein.

Witness my hand and official seaL
(SEAL)

My commission expires: 	 Notary Public
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Study and Defend RCUS Eeriest°logy
[Papers mentioned in this report are available from their authors.]

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

Al the 1993 Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States, the following
task was given to your servants: *That Synod form a special committee of five
members to study and defend the view of the church and its form of government as
held by the Reformed Church in the United States (RCUS)" (Abstract of the 247th
Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States, page 129, item 13 of the Ju-
dicial report). A preliminary report was presented to the 1994 Synod. Our final re-
port follows:

I. CONSITILMONAL PRINCIPLES OF RCUS CHURCH GOVERNMENT

A. The Congregation — Constitution, Section 2, Articles 7-14
1. Art. 7, definition: A congregation is both an otganic union and an organiza-

tion. A congregation is a "body of Christians" (organic) which is womanized
agreeably to the provons of the Constitution of the denomination." That this is a
biblical definition is seen from 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:5; Ephesians 2:20-22;
Acts 9:31; 11:22. In the latter passage the word "church" is used to describe the
cuganization at Jerusalem which by this time exceeded 8,000 members led by 12
apostles, at least seven deacons and an unlisted number of elders. Undoubtedly this
"church" seldom, if ever, met as one assembly but existed in local cell groups (Acts
2:46). (See paper, "The Doctrine of the Church," by Rev. Jonathan Medea.)

2. Art. 8, congregational otganization: The rules for the organization of con-
gregations declares the nature of the congregation to be that of a group of believers
organized with their elders and deacons (see Phil. 1:1; Titus 1:5) as a member
church of a amis. A congregation is united with the whole church through this
classical membership.

3. That a Reformed congregation is not properly or permanently "independent"
is further explained in subsequent articles of the Constitution by words which place
the organization of the congregation under the "approval," "sanction," and
"authority" of the classis.

4. Art. 83, classical authority: The proper authority of a classis over its member
congregations is carefully stated in Article 83 to include acting as a court of appeal,
rnganizing and determining boundaries of congregations, and resolving questions
respecting their ministers.

B. Ministers
1. Arts. 27-35, ministers: Ministers are directly amenable to the classes of

which their congrogations are members. Ministers' credentials are given and held
by classes, a pastor's call must be approved by classis before he can move into a
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charge, and ministers are ordained and installed by classical committees.
2. Biblical evidence for these practices is found in Acts 13:1-5; 1 Timothy

4:14; Acts 8:1447 and Acts 11:22-26. Ifistorical support for classical approval is
found in the Church Order of Dordt in Articles 4 and 5.

C. Judicatories
1. Arts. 49-69, judicatories: The RCUS Constitution speaks of higher and

lower judicatories. Ruling assemblies of the church are called "judicatories" because
they also act as courts in adjudicating church discipline, either as original courts or
as courts of appeal.

2. Biblical evidence for such authority in ruling assemblies is found in Acts 15
(note also the sending out of decrees and their submissive reception on the part of
the local churches, Acts 16:4). The Church Order of Dordt also empowers ruling
assemblies to act as church courts and speaks of major assemblies acting as cowls
of appeal which decide issues by majority vote (Art. 30 and 31).

D. Executive Committee
1. Art. 91, Executive Committee: This article of the RCUS Constitution pro-

vides for an "Executive Committee" of classis which facilitates the canying out of
certain limited kinds of classical business by common consent through a "circular
letter" between classis meetings. This signifies that a classis as an organized body of
churches continues to exist between classis meetings. We note that the Church Or-
der of Dordt also speaks of a classis functioning between meetings, for example in
taking *care of the work which would otherwise be performed by the consistory," in
those places where a consistory has not yet been organized (Art. 40).

2. While provisions for an "executive committee" is unique among Reformed
and Presbyterian churches, we find other churches establishing "classical interim
committees," etc. We also believe there is biblical basis for ruling assemblies con-
tinuing their work between meetings.

a. The decrees of the Jerusalem assembly are personally delivered by Paul
and Silas as representatives who by this action helped "establish in the faith"
the churches they visited (Acts 16:5).

b. The church in Jerusalem sends men to Samaria and later Antioch to
establish groups of believers there into churches (Acts 8 and 11).

c. Timothy and Titus are sent by Paul to ordain elders in various cities and
churches, Le., to do authoritative church work beyond the bounds of assembly
meetings (Titus 1:5, see also the acts of Paul and Barnabas reported in Acts
14:23). In our view these men act as committees to teach, examine and ordain
elders in exercise of the authority of the assemblies that sent them out.
3. In Article 11 of the RCUS Constitution there is also provision for a synodi-

cal "Executive Conunittee" which may present certain limited maters to the synodi-
cal delegates for decision by common consent through circular letter.
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E. The Denomination as Church
1. Art 95, the whole church: The wording of Article 95 clearly provides that

the denomination is one church of which each congregation is an manic member
as a local church. RCUS polity sees no conflict between using the word "church" to
refer to either the local congregation or to the whole denomination. This contrasts
on the one had with some Presbyterians who say that the presbytery is the church
(with local congregations as franchises), and on the other hand with some more
congregationalist Refonned who declare that only the local congregation may be
called a "church."

2. The scriptural basis for this usage is found in the Bible's use of "church" to
refer to the Holy Catholic Church (Mat. 16:18; Acts 2:47; 8:3; 15:22; 1 Cor.
12:28; Gal. 1:13; Eph. 1:22; 3:10; 5:23,24,25,27,29,32; Phil. 3:6; Col. 1:18; 1
Tim. 3:15; Heb. 2:12 etc.) as well as to what are today called local congregations
(Acts 14:23; 15:41; 16:1; 16:5; 1 Cor. 4:17; 14:34; Col. 4:15; Rem 1:4; etc.). Of
note in this usage is the reference in Acts 9:31 to the "church (singular) ... through-
out all Judea and Galilee and Samaria" (the textual variant "churches" has some
support), and the parallel use of "church" and "churches" in 1 Corinthians 10:32
and 1 Corinthians 11:16 to neer to the same ad*, the whole "church of God" on
ear& Indeed, the word "church" can be used in a variety of senses. With the ex-
ception of Acts 19:39,41, where it simply means a public assembly, the word
"church" in Scripture always refers to a society of Christians or their assembly. It
can refer to:

a. A society of Christians which meets in a home (Col 4:15),
b. A society of Christians in the same city (Acts 11:22);
c. A society of Christians in the same nation (Acts 7:38);
d. A society of Christians worldwide (Eph. 5:25);
e. A society of Christians ordained and assembled as an aggregate body of

clergy (Acts 15);
f. A society of Christians gathered in the presence of God in their souls

(Heb. 12:23) and;
g. A society of Christians gathered for worship (1 Cor. 14:19).

I? The Binding Nature ofEcclesiastical Decisions
1. The Preamble to the Constitution of the RCUS declares that the Constitu-

tion itself has "binding authority on all its members, congregations and judicato-
ries."

2. Article 104 of the Constitution of the RCUS declares that only Synod may
bind the whole church to an important ordinance such as a creed or constitution.
However, in accordance with the same Article, if more than one-third of the classes
have rejected the ordinance or amendment, the same is rejected

3. Support for such binding nature of ecclesiastical decisions is found in Acts
15, Acts 16:4-5, and 1 Corinthians 5 (especially vs. 4-5). Ifistolical support is also
found in Articles 31 and 36 of the Church Order of Dordt.
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IL CHURCH POLITY ISSUES IN THE PRESENT DAY

A.Introduction
We live in an unsettled world of change, even among so-called "conservative"

Reformed and Presbyterian churches. It is important to note that the same phenom-
ena which accompanied such change in the past, have been going on again in a
number of denominations. Rather than our being taken up by the reactionary forces
that often arise when denominations become more liberal, we can and ought to
stand firm on the ground of Reformed principles of doctrine and life, and especially
church polity. The history of the RCUS itself before the Evangelical & Reformed
merger is an excellent example of these phenomena. We should therefore be well
aware of the following dangers to biblical church life.

B. The True Church
The true church is properly delineated by the marks of the church as outfined

in the Belgic Confession, Article 29. However, for any church or group of churches
on earth, or in a nation, or in a locality to say that they alone may be called "true
church" ails to understand the fallibility of human beings and of even their churchly
organizations. No visible church can claim to exhibit the marks of the church per-
fectly. Therefore there are levels of purity in earthly churches (see Rev. 2 and 3, 1
Cor., and the Westminster Confession, Article 25, Section 4). This means that the
church on earth is multiform. However, within this multiformity there is a true uni-
formity among true believers and their churches. Belgic Confession, Article 27,
says in part, "We believe and profess one catholic or universal Church, which is a
holy congregation of true Christian believers, ... this holy church is not confined,
bound, or limited to a certain place or to certain persons, but is spread and dis-
persed over the whole world ..." Therefore making the claim that all "multiformity"
is wrong is an error. "Multiformity" must, of course, be carefully defined. If what is
meant is that it makes no difference what one believes as long as it is a sincere be-
lief or makes a claim to be Christian, then the concept would be wrong. This is not
the position we hold! Apparently John. Calvin would agree. He signed, and encour-
aged others to sign, the Augsburg Confession, which is not the best expression of
Reformed doctrine. For Calvin this was a first step to furthering unity. In conclu-
sion, it is neither necessary nor proper to deny or obscure the distinctions made
between multiformity and uniformity, visible and invisible, and catholicity and unity,
where these are properly understood. It is only problematic when one reads into
these tens particular definitions which have grown out of a particular historical
ecclesiastical controversy. It is best simply to define the church as the "holy catholic
church," which is exactly what the early church fathers did in the Apostle's Creed.
The Belgic Confession is properly only giving further definition to this term and
applying it to the visible church on earth as the body of Christ in light of the fact
that there were many sects and denominations at that time. As Paul said, "There is
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one body and one Spirit, one Lord, one faith, one baptism ..." (Eph. 4:4-5). This
understanding of the true church also fits the teaching and usage of our reformed
fathers such as John Calvin and Zacharias Ursinus. (See paper, "The True
Church," by Rev. Paul Treick, for more discussion of this matter.) On this back-
ground it is legitimate to recognize that Reformed churches which have minor dif-
ferences of doctrine and practice may exist side by side expressing their unity
through sisterly relations while still unable to join in one oiganized visible body.
Therefore we in the RCUS are not embarrassed that some of our pastors have
come to us from other histolically Reformed and Presbyterian bodies in the United
States.

C. Synodicalism
The tendency of the broader assemblies and higher judicatories is to arrogate

to themselves more and more authority. This is supported by the more liberal ele-
ment in the church because they see here an opportunity for their agenda to be put
in control, a move seldom possible with grassroots support. Thus the church be-
comes more hierarchical in practice, even while remaining Presbyterian, Reformed,
or even congregational in its theory of church govenunent. However, abuse of a
principle does not invalidate that principle. Thus we should not abandon the use of
higher judicatories with their proper functions and authority just because they are
sometimes abused.

D. Indepenclentism
A common reaction to the above movement is the development of theoretical

independentism among a denomination's conservatives, which may or may not be
carried out in practice. Interestingly, the conservative remnant is sometimes more
bent toward uniformitarianism because of multifonnity in the body it has left, even
while proclaiming an independentist polity. Certainly the pre-merger RCUS is a
good example of a growing independentism as the General Synod and bureaucracy
grew liberal in the early 20th century. By God's grace the whole Eureka classis
separated from the Evangelical & Reformed merger and did not alter its constitu-
tional Reformed/Presbyterian polity.

E. Retreat into Fundamentalism
Doctrinally, the conservatives in a body becoming liberal often lapse into fun-

damentalism along with congregationalism. The phenomena of premillennialism
and abstinence "piety," along with Arminian and anti-covenantal theology often
characterize the more conservative congregations in liberal denominations. There
are numbers of folks who have been immunized against the Calvinism taught in the
Reformed creeds held by their denominations or former denominations.

The Seminary Tail Wags the Denominational Dog
Historically, seminaries tend to lead the descent into a broader, less biblical
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theology. This is often accompanied by a tendency of the bureaucracy, of which'
seminaries sometimes are integral parts, to lead rather than serve the denomination.
The agenda of the bureaucracy then tends to be imposed upon the denomination
through the synod which supposedly controls that bureaucracy. While rejecting bu-
reaucracy and centralized authority, we must not abandon good Re-
formed/Presbyterian polity and the need for an educated ministry.

G. The Role of Women in Church Government
The role of women is clearly and biblically defined in our Constitution and

practice. The Bible is not confused in its teaching that women are to be hi submis-
sion to their own husbands (a principle violated when women vote in congregation
meetings) and to men of the church (1 Cot 11:3). Discrimination of roles is not to
the detriment of either sex. Women are not only prevented by biblical teaching
from holding office as ministers, elders and deacons, they are also protected from
the CAS of societal competition, military service and destitution in old age (see 1
Tim. 2; 1 Cot 14:34-35, and the fact that only the "widows indeed" are to be sup-
ported by the church, 1 Tim. 5). (For further information on this subject, see paper
by Rev. Robert Grossanamt on women voting in congregation meeting.)

111. GENERAL PRINCIPLES OF Bisucm. GOVERNMENT IN 'THE RCUS

A. Mutual Submission
This principle is anti-hierarchical and is essential to biblical government. It pre-

vents the evil results of both synodicalism and independentism, both of which tend
to have an hierarchical view of authority.

1. The constitutional (and biblical) relationship among the congregation and
nding assemblies is one of mutual submission. The consistory has no more business
usurping the function of the congregation in electing the biblically called for officers
(of which none are elected by any judicatory) than the congregation has of deciding
church discipline, or ordaining officers that have been elected, since these are the
functions of the elders.

2. "Mutual submission" means that each assembly and class of officers in the
church submits certain functions to other assemblies and classes of officers will-
ingly while catrying out its own God-given function. The congregation submits lo-
cal oversight to the consistory, general oversight to the classis, etc., while the classis
and consistory submit the election of officers and certain other votes to the congre-
gation

3. "Mutual submission" means also what it says. I am in submission to you at
the same time you arc in submission to me. We function to watch over each other's
faith, life and doctrine without either of us hiving an hierarchical authority. The
biblical requirement for mutual submission is found in: 1 Corinthians 16:15-16;
Ephesiatv; 5:21; Deuteronomy 17:18-20; 1 Peter 5:5. It is expressed succinctly in
Article 84 of the Church Order of Dordt: "No church shall in any way lord it over
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other churches, no minister over other ministers, no elder or deacon over other eld-
ers or deacons."

4. The danger in reactionary church government is that synods will act and be
treated like popes ("Synod has spoken") and local churches which theoretically re-
ject broader church government authority soon turn into miniature papacies of the
local pastor or other leader. In both cases mutual submission is thrown to the winds.
It is our conviction that not only individuals are required to join themselves to the
true church (Belgic Confession, Article 28), but that by the same principle congre-
gations are obligated to join together for mutual oversight under a biblical form of
broader church government.

5. In Reformed church government the fact that submission is mutual does not
mean that the authority expressed (which comes from God) through spiritual
councils, classes and synods is not reaL The authority which operates at a synod,
for instance, is the authority of the pastors and elders collectively exercised. This is
exactly what happens in Acts 15 (see verse 2— the matter was sent up not to the
"delegates" but to the "apostles and elders," who then sent decrees of their decision
to the churches).

B. Subscription to the Creeds
1. The RCUS form of subscription for ministers requires them to "embrace

without reservation" the creed of the church as "an exact summary of the system of
truth of Holy Scripture" and to promise "to teach and defend the same in good faith
and reject all doctrines conflicting therewith."

2. This contrasts somewhat with Presbyterian forms of subscription which
speak of embracing "the system of doctrine contained in the Confession."

a. Historically this Presbyterian subscription is often taken in such a way
as to allow "scruples," that is doubts about or differences from some of the
points of teaching in the Confession (these differences arc required to be stated
and then judged by the assembly ordaining the candidate).

b. Such scruples are not allowed under the RCUS form of subscription
which requires subscription to all the points of doctrine in the confession. (It
needs to be noted that there are Presbyterians who would nue that their form
of subscription also requires point by point agreement with the Confession.)
3. This point by point agreement required by the RCUS form of subscription

(and other Reformed forms as well) does not place the Confession on the same
level as Scripture. That the Confession is received as a subordinate standard, not on
a par with the authority, infallibility and ineffancy of Scripture, is clear from Arti-
cles 177 and 178 of the Constitution of the RCUS.

C. Covenant Confirmation
1. The RCUS practices covenant "confirmation" as commended by John Cal-

vin (Institutes, Book 4, Chapter 19, Sections 4,1213). This is done in canying out
the biblical responsibility of covenant family and church to bring up children as
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Christians by "feeding them with the discipline and admonition of God" (literal
translation of Eph. 6:4).

2. Children of the covenant have the great advantage of growing up in the
church and under the teaching and authority of Scripture (Acts 2:39; Rom. 3:1).
Therefore confession of faith is for them not optional but is a God-given responsi-
bility. (They are of course to be admonished that their confession must reflect the
true faith of their hearts, and therefore that they must wait upon God to confirm
Its word to them.)

3. The Spiritual council is charged with the examination of candidates for con-
finnation as to the reality of their confession and walk as Christians (RCUS Consti-
tution, Article 193).

4. In order to carry out this responsibility the RCUS jealously trains its children
in the doctrines of the Bible and the Heidelbetg Catechism, requiring memorization
of the Catechism and knowledge of the history and meaning of God's redeeming
wink on earth. In the RCUS the task of teaching catechism classes is a required
function of the Minister of the Word. (See RCUS Constitution, Article 192 for
these provisions.)

Recommendations:

1. That the Synod of the RCUS consider placing the consistory outside of the list
of judicatories in Article 49 of the constitution shim consistories include dea-
cons who are not empowered by Scripture or the Constitution to judge cases
of discipline.

2. That the Synod of the RCUS consider placing in the Constitution of the RCUS
a definition of voting members of a congregation as male members who have
reached the age of twenty-one, or male head of household. This would be in
accordance with the 1978 decision of the Eureka Classis concerning the bibli-
cal teaching on women voting.

3. That the Synod of the RCUS consider requiring the same subscription to the
Confession of the Church on the past of licentiates, elders, and deacons as is
required of ministers.

Respectfully submitted,
IL Hart, R. Grossmann, J. Merica, P. Treick, J. West, J. Heerema

Women in the Military
[Referred back to the Special Committee on Women in the Military; three

members were added to the committee, and the committee is to seek the advice of
Commander Robert Needham, Chaplain, US Navy, Retired.]
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Benevolence

Recommendations:

1. Overture 2, a letter of thanks from Rev. Duckett regarding medical expenses:
That it be read on the floor of Synod.

2. Overture 18 from South Central Classis requesting $1,000 for Blue Cliff 1995
expenses: That Blue Cliff Community Refonned Church Karval, CO, be
granted $1,000 of benevolent aid.

3. Overture 32 from South Central Classis requesting $3,600 for Mission, TX, at
VOOlmondi: That the request of South Central Classis for the Ivfission, TX,
work be granted as they requested.

4. That a guideline for MARS of $2.00 be set, and that this be referred to the
Standing Finances Committee.

5. That a guideline for Hope Haven of $2.00 be set, and that this be referred to
the Standing Finances Committee.

6. That $860 in Diaconal Aid be given to pay a portion of Jan Savabinen's health
insurance.

7. That $200/month in Diaconal Aid be given to help Jan Savalainen with his fi-
nancial pressures.

8. [Referred to Standing Finances Committee:] That no guideline be established
for Diaconal this year and that this be referred to Standing Finances Commit-
tee.

9. Tliat a guideline for General Benevolence of $4.50 be set, and that this be re-
ferred to Standing Finances Committee.

Respectfully submitted,
R. Potter, H. frith, T. Mayville, D. Clark R. Sander

• That the guideline for Westminster Theological Seminary, California, be $2.00
and be referred to the Standing Fmance Committee.
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Ecumenical

Your committee received the following:
I. Report of the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee with its recom-

mendations.
2. Overdue #1 from Overtures: a letter from J. Bruce Martin, Clerk of Synod

of the RPCNA with a statement regarding the document, "Evangelicals and Catho-
lics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium."

3. Overture 113 from Overtures: a letter from Rev. Donald J. Duff, Stated Clerk
of the OPC regarding the action of the GA that its Committee on Ecumenicity and
Interchurch Relations respond affirmatively to our request for a "joint meeting ...
for the purpose of opening discussions which might lead to church union."

4. Overture #4 from Overtures: a letter from Rev. Donald J. Duff, Stated Clerk
of the OPC expressing its distress to NAPARC for not recommending the RCUS
for membership for the second successive year.

5. Report of the RCUS Fraternal Delegate to the 165th Synod of the RPCNA
referring to it to consider the matter of: (a) women deacons serving in the RPCNA;
(b) concern about the response of Dr. Jack White about signing the "Evangelicals
and Catholics Together: The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium" and its
acceptance by the RPCNA.

6. Report of the delegate/observer to the Reformed Presbyterian Church Gen-
eral Assembly and with reference to their request seeking our sponsorship for their
membership in the International Conference of Reformed Churches.

Recommendations:

1. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee continue to meet with
the Committee on Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church and discuss issues on which we may have moved apart in
recent years, and which would need to be resolved in order for our respective
denominations to move toward closer unity.

2. [Take note:) A time table for union with the OPC be considered at or after the
time of the presentation of the plan of union.

3. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee seek to ammge a meet-
ing between the Interchurch Relations committee of the Independent Presbyte-
rian Church of Mexico and representatives of the RCUS, incurring the least
possible expense.

4. That the Foreign Ministries Committee and the Interchurch Relations Commit-
tee workout a plan for the RCUS to be represented at the National Synod
meeting of the Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire, ERCZ.
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5. That the RCUS plan to have a delegate to the 1996 Synod of the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated), if it is feasible.

6. That the RCUS continue the process of becoming better acquainted with the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church.

7. That two members (Rev. Hoefiinger and Rev. Jorgensen) meet with the Cana-
dian Reformed Churches, Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad, at
Spokane, WA (if the cost does not exceed $500) to discuss mutual concerns.

8. [Defeated:] That the RCUS continue to pursue contact with the Reformed
Presbyterian Church General Assembly through observer/delegates to become
better acquainted with them since it is not now possible to reconunend them to
the International Conference of Reformed Churches.

9. [Defeated:] That should our membership in the North American Presbyterian
and Reformed council be finally approved we appoint the full complement of
delegates but finance only one at this time.

10. That we plan to send at least one delegate to the International Conference of
reformed Church meeting in Seoul, Korea, in 1997 (depending upon the cost)
who could also be our observer to the Korean Presbyterian Church should it
meet in the same time frame.

11. That we continue to have an observer present at the meetings of the Alliance
of Reformed Churches, and that we continue to promote to them a Re-
formed/Presbyterian Church polity.

12. That we express our appreciation for the support given our application for
membership in the North American Presbyterian and Reformed COUIMil by the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church, the Korean American Presbyterian
Church, the Reformed Presbyterian Church in North America and especially
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church.

13. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee correspond with the Re-
formed Presbyterian Church of North America concerning the matters of
women saving as deacons and of its acceptance of the response given by Dr.
Jack White for signing the document "Evangelicals and Catholics Together:
The Christian Mission in the Third Millennium."

14. That the budget include $3,000.00 for the travel and expenses of the Commit-
tee and its delegates.
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•
Addendum: Your committee confronted the delegates from the Reformed

Churches in the Netherlands (liberated) with regard to the action taken by their
Synod allowing women to vote in the congregational meeting. Their response was
that voting for church officers is not viewed as an exercise of authority but as a
calling by the Holy Spirit through all the communicants in response to the slate of
nominees submitted by the consistory. Your committee presented them with the ar-
ticle by the Rev. Robert Grossmann, "GKN alb.) Changes Rule on Women Vot-
ing," defending the RCUS position against women voting in the congregation.

Respectfully,
N. Hoeflinger, L Gross, D. Helseth, C. Mettler

• That we send four delegates to NAPARC.

Education and Student Md

Recommendations:

1. That student aid in the amount of $2500.00 be granted to Mr. Thomas May-
ville for the 1995/96 academic year at Mid-America Reformed Seminary.

2. [Referred to Permanent Publications Committee] That the lessons be pub-
lished by the Reformed Church in the United States and that Mr. Haddock be
compensated $200.00 for the cost incunred in producing the Bible studies.

3. [Referred  to Permanent Publications Committee] That the lessons after being
edited by N. Jones, P. Grossmann and Elder Jess Johnson be printed with a
student workbook and a separate teacher's guide. Format to be 8% x 11 plastic
spiral bound booklet.

4. [Referred to Permanent Publications Committee] That a royalty of 20% of
the sales be paid to Mr. Haddock

5. [Referred to Permanent Publications Committee] That the printed material is
to be the property of the RCUS.

Respectfully,
S. Schick J. Bender, W. Brice, D. Schkgel
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Excuses

Recommendations:

1. That the excuses be granted to the following delegates according to their re-
quest: Overtures	 R. Scott Clark; #26, Bill Haddock; #29, C.W. Powell;
#31, N. Mehlhaff, J. Huber, #34, IL Van Stedum, W. Schnabel; #37, M.
Fisher; #38, C. Bender; #39, R. Spitzer; #41, F. Carpenter; #42, M. Olivier,
#43, N. Ackerman, D. Monteath; #48, B. Lutze.

2. That Elder Fred Peay be excused from all sessions of Synod.

Respectfully,
J. Sawtelle, D. Fagrey, J. Dykshoom, R. Mader, T. Orth

• That Lloyd Gross be excused from the remaining sessions of Synod [5/18/95].
• That Dennis Roe be excused as of 11:40 p.m. [5/18/95].

Finances

Recommendations:

1. That the attached list of delegate travel expenses be paid in the amount of
$9,275.49.

2. That the matter of the $13,500 plus balance on hand designated for use in Za-
ire be referred to the Standing Missions Committee.

3. That the $33,691.96 ending balance in the Deficit Reduction Fund be applied
to the ivfmisterial Aid Fund in the amount of $10,000.00 and to the Home
Maims Fund in the amount of $23,691.96, and that the Treasurer be in-
structed to make these fund transfers immediately.

4. That Elder Rod DeJong of Watertown, SD, chapel be paid mileage of $112.00
(350x2x.16).

5. That $8.00 be paid to Elder Dave Stelpstra to cover parking fees at the Omaha
Airport.

6. That former Treasurer Dennis Carlson of Hastings, NE, be sent a letter in-
structing him to destroy RCUS records in storage that are over seven years old,
except those which have permanent value, which are to be forwarded to the
Stated Clerk.
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7. That the Treasurer list in his report those churches that made no contributions
to Synodical funds.

8. [Take note:] On the Overture from Rev. Steven Seidel requesting an increase
in delegate mileage: Take note. Grounds: Although we recognize that the cur-
rent mileage figures arc not nearly adequate to cover actual costs of automobile
operation in the current economy, the financial deficit facing Synod makes an
increase in mileage reimbursement unwise at this time.

9. [Take note:] On Overtures #14 and #21 that would restrict movement of mo-
nies from one fund to another by the Treasurer to cover recurring expendi-
tures: Take note. Grounds: Our method of fund accounting honestly and ap-
propriately tracks income, expenditures and balances in the several Synod
funds, even though, the money is kept in one common bank account The
ability to temporally "borrow" money from the General Benevolence Fund, for
example, to cover expenses in the Home Missions fund, provides us with the
fiscal flexibility we need. To lock in as unusable for other purposes a surplus in
a specific fund would create delays in meeting covenanted obligations such as
missionaries salaries or ministerial aid payments.

10. [Take note:] Take note of the fact that contributions to all funds (excluding the
institutions) in 1994 actually came in under budget in amounts from a minus
3% up to a minus 26%. (Sec the Treasurer's Report)

11. That $1,500 be budgeted in the synodical dues guideline in order to purchase a
lap-top computer with a modem and an ink-jet printer for use by the Stated
Clerk.

12. That $1,000 be budgeted in the synodical dues guideline as a down payment
on the publication of hard-bound "Festschrift" commemorating the 250th An-
niversaty of the Synod of the RCUS in 1996. It is anticipated that the rest of
the cost of the book will be covered by book sales.

13. [Take note:] That the congregation be careful to continue the practice of mak-
ing remittances to the Treasurer every month.

14. [Defeated:] That each =din, beginning this year, Synod authorize specific
transfers from funds with large balances on hand to funds with negative bal-
ances.

15. That the Dordt College guideline be $2.25.
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Annual Meeting Delegate Travel 	
Abstract of the Minutes 	
Christian Education 	
Special Committees 	
Directory of Worship	
Financial Audit 	
Home Missions Committee 	
hiterchurch Relations 	
Officer Remuneration 	
Computer for Stated Clerk. 	
Postage 	
Storage Rent 	
Supplies 	
Telephone 	
Women in the Military Committee
250th Anniversary Festschrift 	
Total. 	
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Budget
Deficit Reduction 	 19.30 	
Synodical Dues 	 4.30 	
Home Missions 	 37.90 	
Foreign Ministries 	 4.00 	
Ministerial Aid 	 23.30 	
Diaconal Ministries 	 0.00 	
General Publishing 	 3.00 	
General Benevolence 	 4.50 	
Student Aid 	 1.00 	
Pastor's Relief Fund 	 2.00 	
Dordt College 	 2.25 	
Hope Haven 	 2.00 	
NW-America Seminary 	 2.00 	
Westminster Seminary (CA) 	 2.00 	
Total (per communicant member) 	 107.55 	
Reformed Herald (per family) 	
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Ahvin Rau 	 646 - driver 	
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Nonnan Hoeflinger 	 650- driver 	 130.00
labert Kappes 	 466 - driver 	 149.12
Dale Clark 	 677 - driver 	 216.64
Rueben Mettler 	 690 - driver 	 220.80
John Bender 	 406 - passenger 	 32.48
Sam Parks 	 406- driver 	 129.92
Doug Schlegel 	 fare - to Covenant Church. 	 287.00
David Helseth 	 fare 	 263.00
David Dawn 	 505 - driver 	 161.60
Ted Orth 	 505 - (Myer 	 101.00
Terry Jorgensen 	 520 - driver 	 104.00
John Savage 	 420 - driver 	 134.40
Harvey Opp 	 420 - passenger 	 33.60
Ron Potter 	 180 - driver + fare + parking 	 289.60
Gene Sawtelle 	 fare 	 242.00
Werner Stricker 	 1300 	 287.00
Dorman Savage 	 475 - passenger 	 38.00
Dave McPherson 	 505- driver 	 161.60
Neale Riffert 	 702 - driver + motel 	 185.40
Bob Lutze 	 710 - driver 	 142.10
Hank Bowen 	 fare 	 340.00
Steven Schlei 	 425 - driver 	 136.00
Jim West 	 fare 	 207.00
Clayton Greiman 	 360 - driver 	 115.20
Charles Henson 	 320 - driver 	 102.40
Jim Sawtelle 	 320 - passenger 	 25.60
Harvin Smith 	 500 - (him 	 160.00
Norman Jones 	 380 - driver 	 121.60
Harry 1-lieb 	 294 - driver 	 94.08
Frank Walker 	 811 - driver + motel 	 306.52
Harold Schroeder 	 811 - passenger + motel 	 109.88
Steve Richert 	 fare 	 247.00
Jonathan Medea 	 fare 	 247.00
Jon Stuebbe 	 2 fares (Pollema) + motel 	 494.10
Vern Polkma 	 motel 	 60 50
Robert Sander 	 fare 	 187.00
Paul Treick 	 2 fares (Stelpstra) 	 596.00
M. Koerner for 0. Parros 	 'A fare 	 179.05
Steven Work 	 255 - driver 	 81.60
Tom Mayville 	 fare 	 422.00
Lloyd Gross 	 100- driver + fare + motel 	 299.50
Wesley Brice 	 fare 	 324.00
Jan Saavalainen 	 fare 	 199.00
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Dennis Roe 	 fare.	 315.00
John Arendt 	 fare 	 315.00
Herman Van Stedum. 	 475 - driver 	 152.00
Total 	 9,275.49

Respectfully submitted,
P. Grossmann, J. West, N. Riffert, J. Arendt, C. Greiman

• That Synod purchase 1,500 copies of the old ThiniO, Hymnal with the Heidel-
berg Catechism, and with "Reformed Church in the United Stated" printed on
the front

Judicial

Matters that have come before the Standing Judicial Committee.
1. Overture 5: The use of the word "admonish" by the 1994 RCUS Synod

when encouraging Faith Reformed Church of Anderson, CA, to take seriously their
responsibilities to their sister churches (see 1994 Abstract, page 59).

2. Overture 15: The South Central Classis proposes an amendment of Article
19 of the RCUS Constitution by inserting the words "two years of'.

3. Overture 16: The South Central Classis proposes a change of wording of
the vow of the Minister of the Word (p. 43) and vow of Elders and Deacons (p.
58)m the Directory of Worship.

4. Overture 20: Changing the wording of vow of the ivfmister of the Word (p.
43) in the Directory of Worship.

5. Overture 17: South Central Classis of the RCUS proposes a change of
Standing Rule 18(1994 Abstract, p. 74).

6. Overture 22: Changing of Standing Rule 21 from *third Monday of May" to
"second Monday in June".

7. Overture 25: Add to the Standing Rules that the Heidelberg Catechism have
primary use in the worship and instruction of the churches.

8. Overture 27: Regarding the adoption by Synod of the Belgic Confession
and Canons of Dort in their original languages.

9. Overture 28: That ministers not be required to subscribe to the English ver-
sions of the Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort when mistranslated from their
original language.

10.Overture 35c: On the report of the Stated Clerk, the Northern Plains vote
on "additional wording changes to creeds" by Synod in which they ruled Synod
was out of order.

11.From page 6 of the report of the special committee to "Study and Defend
RCUS Ecclesiology," Recommendations 1 and 3.

12.From page 6 of the report of the special contmittoc to "Study and Defend
RCUS Ecclesiology," Recommendation 2.
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13. A proposed change of Article 104 of the RCUS Constitution.

Recommendations:

1. That Synod acknowledge the word "admonish" was inappropriate in the mo-
tion passed concerning the Rev. David Stark and the Anderson Consistory as
stated in the Abstract of the 248th Synod of the RCUS (p. 59, Abstract). The
intent of the motion was to give brotherly encouragement, rather than a means
of disciplinary action.

2. [Defeatedl That Article 19 of the RCUS Constitution be amended as follows:
Between the words "completed" and "a prescribed course of' the words "two
years of' be inserted.

3. [Referred to Special Committee erected in Recommendation 111 That the
second vow (p. 43) for Minister of the Word in the Directory of Worship be
changed to read as follows: "Do you honestly and truly accept the doctrine of
the Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession, and Canons of Dort as in accor-
dance with the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and promise faithfully to
preach and defend the same, and to reject all doctrines conflicting therewith?"
That the first vow (p. 58) for elders and deacons be changed to read follows:
"Do you honestly and truly accept the Holy Scriptures as being the inspired
Word of God; and do you honestly and truly accept the doctrine of the Heidel-
berg Catechism, Bel* Confession, and the Canons of Dort as being in *CCM,

dance with the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and promise faithfully to teach
and defend the same?"

4. [Take note:] Overture 20.

5. That synodical Standing Rule 18 be changed to read as follows: "It shall be the
practice of the Reformed Church in the United States to require each candidate
for the ministry to complete an eight-month internship before his ordination
exam. The internship shall be spent with a pastor who has served at least five
years in the RCUS. The pastor shall provide a written evaluation of the candi-
date to the Candidates and Credentials Committee. During this internship par-
ticular emphasis shall be placed on learning the peculiarities and practices of
the RCUS. This internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after
the candidate has received a call or is licensed."

6. [Take notel Overture 22.

7. [Take note:] Overture 25.
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8. [Gut of order] Overture 27.

9. [Out of order:1 Overture 28.

10. Overture 35c: That the action of Northern Plains Claude was improper in as
much as the call by Synod to vote on the additional wording changes to the
creeds was proper and in order, as per Article 89 and 104 of the RCUS Consti-
tution.

11. That Synod erect a special committee to study placing the "consistory" outside
of the list of judicatories in Article 49 of the RCUS Constitution, and to study
the matter of requiring the same subscription to the confessions of the church
on the part of licentiates, elders, and deacons as is required of nrinisters.

12. [Adopted by two-thirds:] That the sentence — "Only male members who have
reached the age of 21, or who are male heads of a household shall constitute
the voting membership of the church." — be placed as the final statement in
Article 2 of the RCUS Constitution.

13. [Adopted by two-thirdsi That in Article 104 of the RCUS Constitution, line 5,
the word "adoption" be changed to "ratification".

Respectfully submitted,
D. Roe, G. Sawtelle, J. Mertes, D. McPherson, J. Johnson

Ministerial Aid

Recommendations:

1. Overture 8: That ministerial aid be continued for RCV. Robert Sander in the
amount of $1,200.00 per month.

2. Overture 9: That ministerial aid be continued for Rev. Jefferson Duckett in the
amount of $1,200.00 per month.

3. Overture 11: That aid be continued for Mrs. Vivian Stuebbe in the amount of
$800.00 per month.

4. Overture 12: That aid be continued for Mo. Marie Stuebbe in the amount of
$800.00 per month.

5. Overture 19: That aid be grunted to Mrs. Amy Stevens in the amount of
$300.00 per month.
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6. Overture 23: That ministerial aid be continued for Rev. Chester Ploeger in the
amount of $1,200.00 per month.

7. Overture 24: That ministerial aid be continued for Rev. Maurice Riedesel in
the amount of $500.00 per month.

8. Overture 30: That ministerial aid be continued for Rev. Norman Hoeflinger in
the amount of $600.00 per month.

9. That the Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee be mandated to develop
heal guidelines for means testing that can be consistently applied to requests for
ministerial aid.

10. That the Ministerial Aid Fund name be changed to the Pastors' Relief Fund to
avoid confusion with the Ministerial Aid Fund.

11. That a Pastors' Relief Fund guideline be established in the amount of $2.00.

12. That the Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee be encouraged to physically
meet as a body during the year.

13. That the Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee develop and implement an
effective fund-raising plan with the goal of raising $1 million in ten years.

Respectfully,
H. Van Stedum, H. Bowen, D. Vance, H. Smith, R. Wisner

Minutes of Classes

Your committee reviewed the minutes of our four Classes and commends the
Stated Clerks of our Classes for their labors.

Recommendations:

1. That a tab divider, title page, and table of contents be required to identify the
separate meetings; that every page of the documents be numbered and referred
throughout the minutes and placed in an appendix; and that a side-post binder
be used.

2. That the minutes of the Western Classis, Spring Meeting (Mar. 14-16, 1995)
be appriNed with the following exceptions:
a. On page 29, the Standing Missions report as adopted as a whole, follow-
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ing which Item #3 of the Missions report was brought up and taken note
of.

b. On page 24, Rev. Roe was received as a ministerial member, which was
not contingent upon his moving within the bounds of his new charge.

3. That the minutes of the South Central Classis, Special Meeting (May 16,
1994), Fall Meeting (Sept. 19-20, 1994) and Spring Meeting (Mar. 22-23,
1995) be approved with the following exceptions concerning the Spring min-
utes:
a. On page 3, Pres. Koerner "assumed" the chair which should mad

"resumed."
b. On page 3, after the recess, "on the previous motion" should read "on the

motion."
c. On page 7, Schlei moved to vote by secret ballot. Division showed 11 yes

and 10 no. The President cast the tying vote. Synod's Rules of Order
(#15) states that the President of a judicatory shall not vote except by se-
cret ballot or when the judicatory is equally divided.

4. That the minutes of the Covenant East Classis, Spring Meeting (Feb. 22-23,
1995) be approved with the following exceptions:
a. On page 4, The President assumed the chair, should read, resumed.
b. On page 9, on the motion to adopt the report of the Standing Services

Committee as a whole, no second or adoption was recorded.
c. Under Examination and Licensure, Mr. Jan Saavalainen was "accepted as

a candidate for the ministry" before his preliminary exam was sustained.
d. The top-post binder makes it difficult to read the minutes.

5. That the minutes of the Northern Plains Classis, Spring Meeting (Mar. 20-21,
1995) be approved with the following exceptions:
a. On page 2, the order of the day for beginning of business was amended to

9:15 a.m. on page 8, Dawn moved to recess to 9:00 a.m.
b. Documents are not organized according to the agenda.
c. On page 3, permanent committee reports were presented as overtures.
d. On page 11, it is reported that the President resumed the chair, page 12

also reports that the President resumed the chair, but there is no indication
that he left the chair again. The first "resumed" on page ii is incorrect.

e. On page 14, a motion was seconded and not voted on, but then "take
note" follows.

f. The binder needs to be secured.

6. That it be noted that contrary to the 1994 Minutes of Classes report, minutes
are to be declared as "approved" by the president after all corrections have
been made. The proper term is not that the minutes are "adopted," according
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to Rule of Order #8. Take note.

Respectfully,
H. Opp, T. Jorgensen, F. Walker, S. Richert, W. Schnabel

That the Stated Clerk prepare a list of guidelines for the Standing Minutes of
Classes Committee and have these available for the committee to use at Synod.

Missions

Your committee received the report of the permanent Home Missions Commit-
tee and the permanent Foreign Ministries Report as well as one item referred from
the Finance Committee.

Recommendations:

1. That the following statement be included in the Home Missions Manual. "The
Classical Home Mission Committees shall be requested to provide an annual
written report of their activities to the Synod Home Missions Committee at
least two (2) weeks prior to the annual meeting of the SHMC."

2. That the following statement be included in the Home Missions Manual. "In
reporting statistics to Classis the statistics of every Home !Anion Work shall
be reported as an individual congregation."

3. That the Home Missions Manual include steps in calling a pastor, including the
specifics of the call and steps in organizing a congregation. Amend the Proce-
dure for Organizing a Congregation by:
a. At the end of 1.a. and in 2.a. before "to Classis" insert "(if any)";
b. In 4.c., change "will" to "shall";
c. In 4., change "the pastor" to "a pastor".

4. That each RCUS congregation be requested to have a special offering for mis-
sions on the Synod Annual Day of Prayer. This offering which will not be part
of the guideline will be applied to building indebtedness of Home Mission
Churches.
a. One home mission church will be selected each year on the basis of length

of time as a mission work to have these funds applied towards their build-
ing debt.

b. The Home Missions Committee will provide information to each congre-
gation concerning the particular mission work to receive the funds.

c. For the 1995 the mission work receiving the debt reduction offering will
be Modesto.
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5. [Take note:] That with regard to the permanent committee report Recommen-
dation 5, we recommend take note.

6. That Synod establish a new salary scale for home missionaries. This new scale
sets the basic salary for missionaries at $21,000.00. This salary will increase
$300.00 for each year of ministry until the twentieth (20) year at which time
the ceiling will be $27,000.00. This new scale will become effective February
1, 1996, to correspond with the 1996 synodical fiscal year (This is an increase
of $1,000.00, the curivrit salary scale was set in 1992.)

7. That Synod adopt Covenant Reformed Chapel of Watertown, SD, as a synodi-
cal home missions work.

8. That the 1995 budget be amended to reflect a 5% additional decline in support
to Modesto, and to include $14,000.00 for Watertown. The 1995 budget will
be as follows:

Modesto Yigla City IAA Elm Ealle Rapid Cite
Salary 	 26,000 26,000 23,000 6,136 26,000
Utilities 	 2,500 2,500 1,500
Housing 	 5,000 5,000 6,000
Health Ins. 2,500
Sub. Total 33,500 36,000 30,500
Leas 45% 15,075 40% 14,400

18,425 21,600 30,500
Advertising 1,000 1,000 1,000
TOTAL 	 19,425 22,600 31,500 6,136 26,000

Watertown
Salary 11,000
Housing 4,000
Summer Supply 4,000
Sub. Total 19,000
Less Classis Support 5,000
TOTAL 14,000
Total Budget for 1995 will be $119,661.00.

9. That the budget for 1996 will be as follows:
Modesto

Salary 	 27,000
Utilities 	 2,500
Housing 	 5,000
Health Ins.
Less 25% Classis

Yuba City
27,000
2,500
5,000
2,500

24,300
1,500
6,000

city
27,000

WitgAmso
27,000

6,300

-8,325
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Sub. Total 34,500 37,000 31,800 27,000 24,975
Less 55%-18,975 50%-18,500

15,525 18,500
Advertising 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000
TOTAL	 16,525 19,500 32,800 27,000 25,975
Total 1996 budget is $121,800.

10. That we continue the support of Rev. Kishimba and the two elders until this
matter can be handled through the church in Zaire in a wary agreeable to both
sides.

11. That $5,000.00 be included in the 1995 budget for a trip to Zaire by two
members of the Foreign Ministries Committee.

12. That the Foreign Ministries Budget be as follows:
Zaire Work:

Elder/Pastor support 	 12,000
ERCZ trawl in Zaire	 3,000
Publishing materials for Zaire	 2,000
Building and Diaconal Aid	 4,000

Committee expenses:
Reserve for travel to Zaire 	 3,000	 (Plus 2,000 from 1994 budget)
Committee expense in US 	 1,000
Total Budget (1995)	 25,000

13. That the Foreign Ministries Committee be authorized to forward funds which
have been designated for buildings and famine relief in appropriate amounts as
they are needed.

14. [Take note:] That the synodical Home Missions Committee continue to be ac-
tive to seek new opportunities for mission work and that every minister and
congregation should feel responsible to actively seek new opportunities for
mission work.

Respectfully submitted,
M. Koerner, D. Dawn, R. Grossmann, D. Stelpstra, J. Savage

Nominations

Underlined name servos as convener. Asterisk (*) indicates deacon.
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Board of Trustees	 IL Van Stedum, J. Stuebbe. D. Clark, W. Schnabel

Christian	 D. Fagrey, J. Johnson	 (3 years)
Education in	 W. Haddock, D. Zoeteway	 (2 years)
the Churvh	 EL.BQW211 J. Jones	 (1 year)

Diaconal	 P. Grossmann, K. DeGroot*	 (3 years)
Ministries	 G. Sawtelle, W. Schnabel, J. Ochsner* 	 (2 years)

H. Opp, F. Tedesco*	 (1 year)

Editorial	 J. Sawtelle, A. Rau	 (3 yens)
Advice	 LisVg	 (2 years)

Executive	 V. Pollema, P. Treick, S. Work, R. Spitzer, D. Helseth

Foreign	 N. Riffert, L. Goeke 	 (3 years)
Ministries	 R. Grossmann, D. Zoeteway	 (2 years)

P. Treick, EZ. Wood	 (1 year)
Diaconal Liaisons: G. Sawtelle, K. DeGroot*
Zaire Contact Minister: P. Treick

Home
Missions

Interchurch
Relations

U_KNEtner, R. Maser	 (3 years)
D. Clark, D. Roe, R. Kusler, A. Stache	 (2 years)
R. Potter, D. Schlegel	 (1 year)

T. Jorgensen, D. Stelpstra	 (3 years)
N. Hocainger, E. Ochsner	 (2 years)
N. Jones, S. Richert	 (1 year)

IL Hart, T. Guess, T. Renner* 	 (3 years)
W. Haddock, J. Sawtelle, L Streyle*	 (2 years)
S. Schick D. McPherson, R. Warwick*	 (1 year)

D. Stark, H. Schroeder	 (3 years)
D. Dawn, J. Arendt	 (2 years)
S. Parts, R. Schnabel 	 (1 year)

Confer  with	 R. Grossmann. J. Sawtelle, D. Vance,
Dordt College	 C. DeBoer, C. Greiman

1998 Fans*	 S. 	 D. Fagrey, W. S. Parks, F. Walker, J. Savage,
Convention	 D. Maser, R. Gallimore, D. Monteath, R. Honecker
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250th RCUS	 LOAnikshim, N. Hocflinger, R. Grooms's),
Anniverscny	 W. Schnabel

Directory	 &km, N. Hoeflinger, D. Dawn, R. Grossmann,
of WorsInp	 M. Olivier

Women in	 R. Potter, H. Hart, N. Riffert,
the Military	 W. Embree, D. McPherson, L. Goeke

Study Consistory	 J. Merica, IL Bowen, P. Treick,
Outside Judicatory J. Stuebbe, J. Heerema, D. Helseth, W. Stricker
and Officers' Vows

Respectfully,
IL Hart, D. Stark, IL Bowen, M. ICappes, T. Griess

Overtures

Referrals:

1. Letter from RPCNA Synod concerning a statement it adopted regarding
"Evangelicals and Catholics Together The Christian Mission in the Third Millen-
nium:" To Ecumenical

2. Letter of appreciation from Rev. J.G. Duckett concerning benevolent aid for
medical expenses: To Benevolence.

3. Letter from the OPC GA regarding the Synod's desire to open discussions
that might lead to manic union: To Ecumenical.

4. Letter from the OPC GA regarding the RCUS's application for membership
in NAPARC: To EcumenicaL

5. Letter from the consistory of the Anderson church regarding the Synod's re-
sponse to its lack of representation at Synod (1994 Abstract, p. 59): To Judicial

6. Excuse from Rev. R.S. Clark: To Excuses.
7. Petition from Western Classis for Synod to take note of Rev. J.G. Duckett's

appreciation as expressed in his parochial report: To Overtures.
8. Request from Western Classis for ministerial aid for Rev. Robert Sander

($1200/month): To Ministerial Aid.
9. Request from Western Classis for ministerial aid for Rev. J.G. Duckett

($1200/month): To Ministerial Aid.
10. Request from Western Classis for student aid for Mr. Thomas Mayville

($2500 for the 95-96 academic year): To Education and Student Aid.
11. Request from Western Classis for ministerial aid for Mm. Vivian Stuebbe

($800/month): To Ministerial Aid.
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12. Request from Western Classis for ministerial aid for Mrs. Marie Stuebbe
($800/month): To Ministerial Aid.

13.Petition from Western Classis for Synod to take note of the following: "that
both the Classis and Synod continue to encourage congregations to faithfully sup-
port the guidelines for giving, or require judicatories of the congregations to submit
a written report when they fail to do so." This is not presented as an overture, but
merely for information: To Overtures.

14.Overture from Western Classis for Synod to "designate its General Publish-
ing Fund as a dedicated fund; that is, monies put into this fund, either by guideline
or donations, remain in this fund and not be used for any other purposes": To Fi-
nances.

15. Overture from South Central Classis to amend Article 19 of the Constitu-
tion by inserting "two years of" between "completed" and "a prescribed": To Judi-
cial.

16. Overture from South Central Classis to do the following:
a. Amend the second vow of a Minister of the Word (Directory, p. 43) to

read as follows: "Do you honestly and truly accept the doctrine of the Heidel-
berg Catechism as in accordance with the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and
promise faithfully to preach and defend the same, and to reject all doctrines
conflicting therewith?"

b. Amend the first vow for elders and deacons (Directory, p. 56) to read
as follows: 'Do you honestly and truly accept the Holy Scriptures as being the
inspired Word of God; and do you honestly and truly accept the doctrine of the
Heidelberg Catechism as in accordance with the teaching of the Holy Scrip-
tures, and promise faithfully to teach and defend the same?: To Judicial.
17. Overture from South Central Classis to amend Standing Rule #18 to read

as follows: "It shall be the practice of the Reformed Church in the United States to
require each candidate for the ministry to complete an eight-month internship be-
fore his ordination exam. The internship shall be spent with a pastor who has
served at least five years in the Reformed Church in the United States. The pastor
shall provide a written evaluation of the candidate to the Candidates and Credentials
Committee. During this interns* particular emphasis shall be placed on learning
the peculiarities and practices of the Reformed Church in the United States. This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has re-
ceived a call or is licensed.": To Judicial.

18. Request from South Central Classis for benevolent aid for Blue Cliff
Community Reformed church ($1000): To Benevolence.

19.Request from South Central Classis for ministerial aid (not benevolent aid)
for Mrs. Amy Stevens ($300/month): To Ministerial Aid.

20. Overture from Northern Plains Classis to amend the second vow for a
Minister of the Word as follows: "Do you receive the doctrine of the Heidelberg
Catechism as in accordance with the teaching of the Holy Scriptures, and promise
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faithfully to preach and defend the same, and to reject all doctrines conflicting
therewith?": To Judicial.

21. Overture from Northern Plains Classis to adopt the following Standing
Rule: "All the designated funds of the Synod are to be kept separate; and none of
them may be transferred to another fund without specific authorization by the Ex-
ecutive Committee, in which case the Synod shall be so informed by circular letter.
Monies which are transferred are to be replaced as quickly as possible.": To Fi-
nances.

21 Overture from Northern Plains Classis to amend Standing Rule 21 by
substituting "second Monday in June" for "third Monday in May": To Judicial.

23. Overture from Covenant East Classis for ministerial aid for Rev. Chester
Ploeger ($1,200/month): To Ministerial Aid.

24. Overture from Covenant East Classis for ministerial aid for Rev. Maurice
Riedesel ($500/month): To Ivfmisterial Aid.

25. Overture from the consistory of Kassel Reformed Church concerning an
amendment to the Standing Rules: To Judicial.

26. Excuse from William Haddock: To Excuses.
27. Overture from Rev. David Stark concerning the use of original language

texts of the Belgic Confession and Canons of Dort: To Judicial.
28. Overture from Rev. David Stark concerning the subscription of office

bearers to the Three Forms of Unity: To Judicial.
29. Excuse from C.W. Powell: To Excuses.
30. Request for Ministerial Aid for Rev. Norman Hoeflinger To Ministerial

Aid.
31. Excuse for N. Mehlhaf, his secundus, J. Huber, and his secundus: To Ex-

CUM.
32. Overture from South Central Classis for benevolent aid to provide a meet-

ing place for Mission, TX: To Benevolence.
33. Excuse from F. Peery: To Excuses.
34. Excuse from H. Van Stedum and W. Schnabel: To Excuses.
35. Stated Clerk's Report

a. Register of licensure: To Overtures.
b. Contents of the Abstract: To Publications.
c. "Out of order" ruling: To Judicial.

36. Overture from S. Schlei regarding Standing Rules 5 and 6: To Finances.
37. Excuse from M. Fisher: To Excuses.
38. Excuse from C. Bender: To Excuses.
39. Excuse from R. Spitzer: To Excuses.
40. Overture from D. Roe, R. Groesinami, P. Grossmann concerning memo-

rializing Dr. Van rd: To Overtures.
41. Excuse from F. Carpenter: To Excuses.
42. Excuse from M. Olivier: To Excuses.
43. Excuse for N. Ackerman and D. Monteath: To Excuses.
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44. Overture from J. Sawtelle and D. Fagrey concerning a compilation of
Synod position papers, etc.: To Publications.

45. Overture that Publications Committee contact Thomas Nelson Publishers
concerning a revision of the NKJV: To Publications.

46. Overture to allocate $3,000 for purchase of a computer for the Stated
Clerk's use: To Finances.

47. Overture from Covenant Refomted Church of Sacramento to host the
251st session of Synod: To Overtures.

48. Excuse for Robert Lutze: To Excuses.

Recommendations:

1. Item #7: That Rev. Duckett's parochial report be read on the floor of Synod.

2. That Item #3 be read on the floor of Synod.

3. Item #35A: That Frank Walker, per his request, be given the responsibility to
complete the task of compiling the register of ficensures and ordinations; and
that he forward the same to the current Stated Clerk when finished.

4. Item #40:
a. That Synod devote one issue of the Reformed Herald to explaining in

layman's terms, the contribution of Dr: Cornelius Van Td to the Reformed
faith, including a biographical sketch.

b. That the 249th Synod be dedicated to Dr. Van 11; and that it be so noted
in the Abstract with a page dedicated to His life and service.

5. Item #47: That the invitation of Covenant Reformed Church, Sacramento, be
Sc-.

Respectfully,
F. Walker, D. Fagrey, P. Treick, W. Sticker, C. Henson

Publications

Your committee received the following: The Permanent Publications Commit-
tee Report, and Overtures 44 and 45.

1. That the Permanent Publication Committee get proposals and proceed with the
printing of 1,000 copies of the confirmation handbook.

2. That the "Northwest Blade Inc." be engaged to pint and mail the Reformed
Herald at a price of $48.35 per page per month for 2,300 copies.
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3. That the subscription price of the Reformed Herald be raised from $7.00 to
$7.25 per year.

4. That Peter Grossmann continue as editor of the Reformed Herald for next
year.

5. That Frank Walker continue as subscription manager of the Reformed Herald
for the next year.

6. That the cost of printing the 1995 Abstract be charged to the expense of the
annual meeting.

7. That the printing of the Constitution be decried until 1996.

8. That Joyce Parker continue to receive a yearly stipend of $250.00.

9. That the Permanent Publications Committee continue to consult with Rev. Paul
Treick about the printing of the Old and New Testament workbooks.

10. In regard to Overture 44: That the Permanent Publications Committee gather
all past position papers, along with adopted recommendations on each position
taken, and make copies available to distribution to ministers and/or member-
churches of Synod.

11. [Take note 1 In regard to Overture 45: Take note.

Suggested guideline: $3.00.

Respectfully,
D. Savage, S. Parks, C. Ploeger, H. Schroeder, R. Lutze

• That Rev. Peter Grossmann be commended for his fine work as editor of the
Reformed Herald.

Special Judicial

Your committee received three separate complaints.
1. The complaint of Steven M. Schlei against South Central Classis.
2. The complaint of Rev. William Haddock, Rev. Chester Ploeger, Rem Frank

Walker, Elder Lowell Kroells, and Elder Harold Schroeder against the Cove-
nant East Classis of the RCUS.

3. The complaint of Steven M. Schlei against Covenant East Classis.
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Complaint I
The complaint was received of Steven M. Schlei vs. South Central Classis

seeking the reversal of the vote taken to ratify the canons of Dordt and the Belgic
Confession and therefore "that the South Central Classis did not adopt the Belgic
Confession and Canons of Dordt according to the scriptural model." The basis of
the complaint is that, according to Acts 15, there was a consensus regarding their
decision — "consensus" being defined by Rev. Schki as unanimity rather than sim-
ple majority or a two-thirds majority. Other bases for this complaint were also
stated, but no grounds for them were presented in the complaint.

Committee findings:
We find that the complaint is in order and properly before this committee.

1. We recommend that the complaint be not sustained since South Central Classis
did nothing out of accord with the Constitution of the RCUS (Ait. 104).
Grounds: A complaint may not be the vehicle for challenging the scriptural

basis for constitutional provisions, but may properly be brought only
through the normal legislative process by overture.

a. Deliberation on the propriety of the constitution is improper during a ju-
dicial process.

b. In an overture all parties may vote, but in a complaint neither the com-
plainant nor the defendant(s) can vote.

c. Until changed by passage of overture the Synod must operate under the
conviction that the Constitution of the RCUS is in accord with scriptural
principles.

Complaint 2
The complaint was received from Rev. William Haddock, Rev. Cheater

Ploeger, Rev. Frank Walker, Elder Lowell Kroells, and Elder Harold Schroeder vs.
Covenant East Classis seeking to have the decision of Covenant East Classis
changed from having "ratified" the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dordt to
say that "Covenant East Classis has not expressed an opinion regarding the ratifica-
tion of the proposed confessions." The ground of the complaint states that since the
negative motion regarding the confessions was a tie that the ruling of the chair
should have been declared "no opinion was expressed" rather than being ratified.
Their complaint also included an objection to the result of the tie when the decision
of the chair was challenged.

Committee findings:
We find the complaints to be in order and properly before this committee.

2. We recommend that the complaint of Rev. William Haddock, et.al. vs. Cove-
nant East anis be sustained.
Grounds: .
a. When Synod approves of an ordinance and submits it to Classes for ratifi-

cation, the ordinance to be ratified is properly before the Classis as
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transmitted and the vote must be taken to ratify or reject The language of
Article 104 of the RCUS Constitution contemplates that the action ap-
proved by Synod is ratified unless more than one-third of the Classes re-
ject it. The failure to reject said ordinance has the effect of ratification
Failure to take action is a failure to reject.

b. The negative motion presented to the Covenant East Classis "not to adopt"
these confessions was improper in that it changed the recommendation of
Synod (see #10, p. 61 of the Abstract, 1994).

c. The vote on ratification by ballot was tied with the President properly
voting.

d. The Ming of the chair that the motion failed was in order.
e. The chair's ruling that the Synod's recommendation was "ratified" was in

error, because at that point the body had not spoken either to ratify or to
reject.

f. The challenge to the chairman's ruling by standing vote was a tie, but im-
proper, because the President is not allowed to vote in such a case (see
#15, RCUS Rules of Order).

g. Therefore, The challenge to the chair should have been sustained, over-
ruling the chair in his declaration that the recommendation of Synod had
been ratified. Al that point the Classis had not spoken either to ratify or to
reject There having been no subsequent action, the complaint is correct in
its allegation that no opinion was expressed.

h. Under Article 104 of the RCUS Constitution, the failure to 'reject" has
the effect of ratifying the ordinance which was approved by Synod and
forwarded to the Classes.

Complaint 3
The complaint was received from Steven M. Schlei vs. Covenant East Classis

seeking to have the decision of Covenant East Classis changed from having
"ratified" the Belgic Confession and the Canons of Dordt to say that this decision
be reversed.

Committee findings:
We find that the complaint is in order and properly before this committee.

3. We recommend that the complaint of Steven M. Schlei vs. Covenant East
Classis be sustained for the reasons stated in the complaint of Rev. William
Haddock, et. id. vs. Covenant East Classis (see above), but that the remedy
stated in the complaint of declaring that the action of Covenant East Classis be
reversed cannot be granted for the reasons stated in the previous complaint
(Haddock, et al.). At the close of the Classis meeting it had not spoken either
to ratify or to reject the Belgic Confession and Canons of Dordt.

Further recommendations:
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4. [Referred to Standing Judicial Committee:] We recommend amending Article
104 by replacing the word "adoption" with the word "ratification" in the third
from the last word of the fast sentence.

Respectfully submitted,
On Complaint 2-3: P. Treick, N. Jones, D. Vance, T. Griess, J. Stuebbe
Alternates for Complaint 1: R. Grossmann, A. Rau

MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS

That the following be spread on the minutes and printed in the bulletin of
Emmanuel Refonned Church, Sutton, NE, on May 21: That the 249th session
of the RCUS expresses its hearty appreciation to Emmanuel Reformed Church
for its welcome and hospitality to us, and especially to the families of Em-
manuel and Hope churches for opening their homes and providing so well for
us.

READING THE MINUTES

The minutes were read, corrected, and approved at the beginning of each busi-
ness day and at the close of the final session.

ADJOURNMENT

• That the 249th session of Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States
adjourn to its 250th annual session at Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, SD,
on May 20, 1996.

The assembly confessed the Apostles' Creed and prayed the Lord's Prayer. The
President pronounced the benediction, and the assembly sang the doxology.

The business of the 249th Synod concluded at 12:35 a.m. on Friday, May 19,
1995.

Rev. Steven E. Work
Stated Clerk of Synod, RCUS
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•STANDING RULES
The Standing Rules of Synod were adopted in 1986 and amended in the

bracketed years.

1. The fiscal year of the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States shall
nm from February 1st to January 31st of the following year. The Synodical
Dues shall be due on the first of January and are to be paid not later than the
thirty-first of January of the current fiscal year. [1991]

2. The statistics of the Classes shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk of Synod
two weeks before the session of Synod.

3. The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be forwarded to the Stated
Clerk two weeks before the session of Synod.

4. The Standing Rules shall be read during the second session of the annual
Synod meeting. This rule may be suspended by a two-thirds' vote of Synod.

5. A pastor and his elder delegate to Synod shall be paid twenty cents ($.20) per
running mile; when there is but one elder delegate, if he drives his own car, he
shall be paid sixteen cents ($.16), and if he rides with another person he shall
be paid four cents ($.04) per mile. When distance and time require delegates to
use public transportation to Synod they shall be granted full fare.

6. The Treasurer shall reimburse travel in behalf of Synod at sixteen cents ($.16)
per running mile, also if several ride together in one car, or if by public trans-
portation, the actual fare.

7. Travel reimbursement shall be paid only those delegates to Synod whose con-
gregations have paid the Synodical dues in full to the Synod Treasurer, and
those delegates who have attended all sessions of Synod or have been properly
excused by Synod.

8. The President of Synod shall receive four hundred filly dollars ($450), the
Stated Clerk shall receive seven hundred fifty dollars ($750), and the Treasurer
one thousand dollars ($1,000) for the synodical year. The Editor of the Re-
formed Herald shall receive eight hundred fifty dollars ($850) and the sub-
scription Manager shall receive five hundred dollars ($500) for the synodical
year. [1988, '89, '90, '91, '92]

9. The monies sent to the Synod Treasurer shall be made out in check form to the
Refonned Church in the United States and shall be designated for which fund
and how much for each fund.
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10. The Stated Clerk of Synod shall prepare an abstract of the synodical minutes,
including a cumulative index of resolutions and positions taken by Synod, and
shall publish the same. Each Stated Clerk of Classis shall prepare an abstract of
classical minutes and shall send one copy to each minister, elder delegate and
congregation of Synod. [1987, '89, '90]

11. The Editor of the Reformed Herald shall be elected annually,

12. The Synod shall have Permanent Committees as follows:
a. Board of Trustees
b. Christian Education
c. Diaconal Ministries
d. Editorial Advice
e. Executive
f. Foreign Ministries
g. Home Missions
h. Interchurch Relations
1. Ministerial Relief
j. Publications
and the Standing Committee of Nominations each year is to nominate men to
serve on these committees. [1989, '92]

13. The complete Synod statistics shall be duplicated by the Stated Clerk each year
at Synod expense.

14. Nominations for all officers of Synod shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an
election on the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes
shall be candidates until there is an election.

15. The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special Committees
of Synod shall be completed and marled to the Consistories of all the Churches
at least three weeks before the meeting in which these recommendations are to
be presented to Synod session. Excuses for this requirement are to be made
only on written request to the Executive of Synod by the c.hainnan of the
committee involved, at least two weeks before the meeting of Synod. All re-
ports, overtime and correspondence must be submitted on 84 by 11 white pa-
per, and all reports must be signed by a majority of the committee members.
[1992]

16. The services of Synod shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and
these proposed services shall be circularized before Synod.
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17. Students for the ministry of the Reformed Church in the United States shall be
urged by Synod to attend only such seminaries which are listed as institutions
worthy of receiving benevolent monies from the Reformed Church in the
United States. Only students who attend institutions so listed shall be eligible
for student aid while preparing for the Christian ministry.

18. It shall be the practice of the Reformed Church in the United States to require
each candidate for the ministry to complete an eight-month internship before
his ordination exam. The internship shall be spent with a pastor who has served
at least five years in the RCUS. The pastor shall provide a written evaluation of
the candidate to the Candidates and Credentials Committee. During this intern-
ship particular emphasis shall be placed on learning the peculiarities and prac-
tices of the RCUS. This internship requirement may be fulfilled either before
or after the candidate has received a call or is licensed. [1995]

19. Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Synod four weeks in advance of Synod
shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Synod at any time.

20. The spring meeting of the Classes shall be held at least one month before the
annual meeting of Synod. [1987]

21. The annual session of Synod shall begin each year on the evening of the third
Monday of May, and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought
before it has been disposed. The Order of the Day of Synod shall provide for a
service of worship on Monday evening and for committee work on Tuesday
evening. [1992]
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NECROLOGY

Honeck, Herbert W. (1923-1994) was born January 31, 1923, in Malaita,
Ohio, the son of August and Maude Honeck. After graduating from the Ma-
linta-Grelton public schools, he attended Defiance College, where he was in-

volved in both athletics and music. In 1947, he married Ethelyn Barnes and this
union was blessed with three children. Throughout his life, Herb was devoted to
family, church, and community. As an cider of Peace Reformed Church, Napoleon,
Ohio, Herb went as a delegate to meetings of Classis and Synod. The Lord called
this servant to heavenly glory on December 4, 1994, at the age of 71 years, 10
months, and 4 days. Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of His saints.

Neller, Lenhart W. (1913-1994) was born north of Ipswich, South Dakota, on
September 10, 1913, to John and Rosina Neifer. On October 10, 1937, he
nuuried Ella M. Wolff, with whom he was blessed with four children. He

provided for his family by fanning. Lenhart served as an elder in the Hosmer Re-
formed Church, Hosmer, South Dakota, and was a member of the committee that
compiled the Directory of Worship of the RCUS. At the age of 80 years, 6 months,
and 12 days, the Lord called Lenhart into his presence on March 22, 1994, where
he awaits the resurrection of his body at the coming of his Savior Jesus Christ.

Wu Gerhard (1937-1994) was born March 31, 1937, to Henry and Anna
at Lincoln Valley, North Dakota. He grew up on the farm with five sis-

ters, and, after attending rural school, entered North Dakota State School of
Science. In 1972, he maffied Edith Maly. Gary was a life-long member of Kassel
Reformed Church, Lincoln Valley, North Dakota, having served at times as elder,
treasurer, and cemetery sexton. The Lord called his servant home on December 7,
1994, following a valiant battle with cancer, after giving him 57 years, 8 months,
and 7 days of earthly life to praise his Savior.

toiler, William IL (1904-1994) was born August 18, 1904, to Heinrich and
1,..,Katharina Stoller near Lesterville, South Dakota. He attended school there until

entering a theological school in Minneapolis in preparation for the ministry;
however, the Lord later called him to a life of business and fanning. On May 19,
1919, he married Edna Weidenbach and was blessed with four children. William
was active in the Reformed Church for most of his adult life and served Grace Re-
fonned Church of Bakersfield, California, as an elder. After 90 years, 1 month, and
29 days of life here, the Lord called him to his eternal home on October 17, 1994.
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INDEX OF POSITIONS AND RESOLUTIONS
Entries are keyed year:page (e.g., 91:67 indicates 1991 Abstract, pa;

Appeals
Crddwell v. Western Claud,' 	
Riffert v. Northern Plains Classis 	
Van Stedum v. Northern Plains Classis 	

Benevolence
Juan Calvino Seminary 	

Christian Education
Catalogue of Christmas Programs 	
Christian Education Committee 	
Dordt College Scholarship 	
Kuiper's The Chsavh in History 	
Scholarship Fund 	
Sunday School Materials from St Paul's Evangelical Reformed Church 	
The Key (a publication of the CRC) 	

Complaints
Allison and Bass v. Northern Plains Classis 	
Dawn v. Northern Plains Classis 	
Gray and Cash v. Western Classis 	
Haddock, et. al., v. Covenant East Classis 	
Schlei v. Covenant East Classis 	
Schlei v. South Central Classis 	
Trautman v. Northern Plains Classis 	
Treick, et. al., v. Western Classis 	
Van Stedum v. Northern Plains Classis 	

Constitution
"Affirm" v. "Oath" in Article 140 	
Article 5, Amendment 	
Article 7, Amendment 	
Article 10, Amendment 	
Article 15, Amendment 	
Article 18, Amendment 	
Article 20, Amendment 	 92:55; 94
Article 21, Amendment 	
A .41.	 A

Article 24, Amendment 	 92:55; 94
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Article 26, Amendment 	 •
Article 35, Amendment 	

APPENDIX OF THE

92:55; 94:61; 95:49
92-55

Article 38, Amendment 	 94:18,62
Article 44, Amendment 	 92.55
Article 48, Amendment 	 94:60; 95:49
Article 54, Amendment 	 86:60
Article 60, Amendment 	 92:55
Article 67, Amendment 	 92.55
Article 81, Amendment 	 89:41; 93:104
Article 82, Amendment 	 91:84
Article 86, Amendment 	 89:41
Article 88, Amendment 	 92:55
Article 91, Amendment 	 99:104
Article 97, Amendment 	 92:55
Article 98, Amendment 	 93:106
Article 101, Amendment 	 91:84
Article 111, Amendment 	 93:103
Article 119, Amendment 	 93:106
Article 121, Amendment 	 92:55
Article 130, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 132, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 136, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 139, Correction. 	 93:107
Article 144, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 152, Amendment, Correction 	 93:107
Article 153, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 156, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 163, Amendment 	 93:107
Article 168, Omission 	 86:61
Article 177, Amendment 	 94:18,62
Article 192, Amendment 	 89:41; 94:18,62
Article 194, Amendment 	 89:42
Belgic Confession and Canons of Dordt Adopted 	 95:49,50
"Broader" v. "Higher" Judicatory 	 91:144; 92:77
"Church" in Article 31 	 87:69
Erasure as Discipline 	 91:157
Exam for Non-RCUS Licentiates and Ministers 	 93:128
"Orthodox" in Article 74 (formerly Article 76) 	 70:26
Printed in a Loose-leaf Binder 	 93:108
Revised Forms and Rules of Order 	 87:Appendix

Ecumenical
Alliance of Reformed Churches 	  92:89; 93:112120; 94:52
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Associate Reformed Presbyterian Church 	
Canadian Refonned Churches 	  91:152; 92:89; 93:1
Fellowship with Non-RCUS Groups 	
Fraternal Relations, Rules for Establishing 	
Fraternal Relations, Not to be Established by Classes 	
Goals of Interchurch Relations 	
Interchurch Relations Committee 	 78:39; 83:
International Conference of Reformed Churches 	 91:152; 92:
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mork° 	  91:1
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council 	 75:34; 92:81

Orthodox Presbyterian Church 	 93:119,122; 94:26,5
Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated) 	  89:2
Reformed Confessing Church in Zaire (ERCZ) 	
Reformed Presbyterian Church General Assembly 	  93:1
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America 	  73:19; 75:32; 92:

Monthly Contributions to Synod Encouraged 	
Reimbursement Form 	  93:127,
Synod Treasurer on Clerk's Mailing list 	

r
Anti-abortion Declaration 	  72
Associate Members 	
Authoritative English Bible Translation 	
Authoritative Heidelberg Catechism Translation 	
Borrowing Elders 	
Candidates and Credentials Committee 	
Candles at Weddings 	
Closing Religious Services 	
Credentials from Congregation to Synod 	  89
Elder Representation at Classis 	
Form for Baptizing Families 	
Giving to Classis 	  74:
Guideline for Giving 	  73:
Labor Outside the Bounds of Classis 	
Membership of Minister 	
Minister as Rana Elder in Non -Rel N Church

Name of a Congregation 	  89:
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Objections to a Call 	 82:42
Objections to Circular Actions 	 80:31; 87:69
Overtures to Synod 	 87:69
Pastor's Salary 	 74:26; 92:92
RCUS Fonns, Amendments 	 94:18,62
Reception of New Congregation 	 87:68
Recommendation of a New Minister 	 87:68
Register of Licensures 	 	 94:61
Serving on Committees 	 83:80
Statistical Report, Definition of "Family" 	 70:20
Statistical Report, Definition of "Debt" 	 94:60
Subsidiary Standards 	 83:80
Task of the Church 	 83:81

Ministerial Aid
Classis to Determine Need 	
Investing Ministerial Aid Fund Monies in Mutual Funds 	
IRA, Churches Encouraged to Include in Pay Package 	
Ministerial Aid Fund Committee 	
Ministerial Aid Fund, Special Offering Encouraged 	
Ministerial Aid Fund Changed to Pastors' Relief Fund 	
Ministerial Aid Qualifications 	

89:88;

91:159
92:95
92.95

90:138
94:63

95:136
79:29

Minutes of Classes
Destroying Documents 	
Recording and Storing Minutes 	
Organization of Minutes 	

Miscellaneous

88:90;
90:139

93:131; 94:60,63
95:136

Autographa 	 73:28
Biennial v. Delegated Meeting 	 93:129,130; 94:19,62
Commemoration of the 250th Synod in 1996 	 94:69
Days of Creation 	 85:105; 86:83
Ministers Serving as Elders at Classis/Synod 	 93:129
Reports for Fraternal Delegates 	 89:102
Printing of Heidelberg Catechism 	 85:105
Student Financial Aid Agreement 	 73:22; 74:9
Students for the Christian Ministry 	 72:21
Use of Pictures 	 93:128

Missions
Annual Day of Prayer 	 93:135; 95:138
Applying for Home Missions Support, Procedure 	 94:64



Classis to Notify SHMC of New Works 	
Committee on Assessment 	  89:91
Constitution of Manion Churches 	
Descending Scale, Abolished 	
Diaconal Support for ERCZ Encouraged 	
ERCZ Church Government 	
Evangelism 	
Foreign Ministries Committee 	  92:91
Five-Year Conunitment of Mission Pastors 	
Five Years Experience for Mission Pastors 	
Home Missions Committee 	
Home Missions Fiscal Year the Same as Synod's 	
Home Missions Works 	
Missionary-at-Large 	  78::
Policy and Procedures for Foreign Missions 	
Riverbank Resolution 	
Salary Scale 	
Second Year of the Salary Scale 	

Support for Construction in Ruashi, Zaire, Encouraged 	
Three-Year Budget for Mission Works 	  91:16
Zaire Administration Committee 	  87:71; 5

Necrology
Ackerman, Calvin 	  74:29	 Greiman, Addis 	
Beck Edward 	  79:40	 Greiman, Ben 	
Bender, Albert 	  81:39	 Grotegut, Alvin 	
Bender, August 	  72:30	 Haberkamp, Harold 	
Bender, Marvin 	  90:Appendix	 Haberkamp, Raymond 90: A
Bittner, Harvey 	  89:Appendix	 Herr, Albert 	
Bollinger, Albert 	  79:40	 Hieb, Elmer 	
Bosma, Diedrich 	  73:30	 Hieb, Henry 	
Boma, Victor 	  87:82	 Hofmann, Wilfred 	
Boschee, August 	  89:Appendix	 Honeck, Herbert 	
Branch, Edwin 	  93:154	 Job, Sam 	
Buehler, Emil 	  73:30	 Kapeller, John 	
Busse, Edward 	  78:40	 Kirschenmann, Adolf 	
Carlson, Everett 	  85:105	 Klaudt, Robert 	
Dockter, Leopold 	  89:Appendix	 Mingo, Fred 	
Eenhuis, Menno 	  91:183	 Koerner, Herbert, Sr. 	
Fell, Jacob, Jr. 	  70:29	 Knipp Orrin 	

rioncr, JACO° 	  Y.3:133	 Luiz; !Norman 	
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Martel, Ervin 	  94.77
Martel, Walter 	  93:153
Mehlhaf, Leroy 	  89:Appenclix
Mehlhaf, Reinhold 	  73:31
Me1114 Edward 	  83:87
Mehlhaft John 	  76:36
Mehlhaft William 	  83:87
Meidinger, Eugene 	  78:40
Mettler, Arthur 	  85:106
Mettler, Benjamin 	  93:153
Metder, Gideon 	  94:78
Mettler, Jacob 	  85:106
Mettler, Raymond 	  80:33
Metder, Simon 	  78.40
Meyer, Paul 	  79:40
Neifer, John 	  83:87
Neifer, Lenhart 	  95:152
Nuss, Albert 	  93:154
Ochsner, Arnold 	  91:182

()chimer, Calvin 	 72:30
Ochsner, Elmer 	 92:116
Ochsner, Marlin 	  91:182
Prochow, Raymond 	 86:116
Reinumn, Ruben 	 87:82
Reineking, Alfred 	 94:78
Rudolph, Adam 	 83:87
Rau, Edwin 	 80:33
Rau, Gethard 	 95:152
Schaeffer, Fred 	  92:116
Stevens, Hessel 	 94:78
Stoller, William 	  95:152
Stroller, Benjamin 	  89:Appendix
Stromer, Harold 	  88:Appendix
Stuebbe, Calvin 	 84:75
Stuebbc, Robert 	 93:154
Wagner, Edwin 	 85:106
Ulmer, Edmond 	 90:Appendix
Van Doom, Leonard 	 94:78

Publications
Assistant Editor 	  90:149; 92:106
Editorial Advisory Committee 	 8897
Marketing Formula 	 81:24
Royalty Policy 	  89:102
Stipend for Joyce Parker 	 93:144

Special Studies
250th Anniversary of Synod 	 95:72
Association for the Advancement of Christian Scholarship 	 71:20
Bible Text Used in the Catechism 	 89:76
Canons of Dordt 	 74:19
Canons of Dordt and Belgic Confession 	  81:28; 82:30; 83:47; 84:45; 85:58;

93:121,122; 94:17,61,62
Charitable Organizations 	 81:28
Church Incorporation 	  91:109-, 92:69
Confessional Conferences for Reformed Unity 	 94:53
Deaconesses 	 81:31
Directory of Worship 	  93:113; 94:18,41,62; 95:74
Dividing into Classes 	  73:28; 81:33; 85:64; 94:60
Doctrine of Scripture, WTS (Pluladelphia) 	  92:79; 95:75
Ecclesiastical Divorce and Remarriage 	  90:121; 91:44
Elders on Permanent and Special Committees 	 70:19
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