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Foreword
Each year the Reformed Church in the United States publishes

an Abstract of our annual Synod meeting. This volume contains
three sections related to our 1990 Synod meeting: Directory, Ab-
stract. and Appendix.

The DIRECTORY lists the officers of Synod and each Classis;
the names and addresses of our ministers. elders, licentiates, and
students; our churches (and chapels) by states, including minis-
ters and their wives; the changes in Synod and Classes; and gener-
al information.

The ABSTRACT records the reports, acts and resolutions of
Synod, arranged by the outline of the agenda, showing the full
reports as received and the final dispositions of the recommenda-
tions (whether adopted or not).

The APPENDIX contains the Standing Rules, Necrology, Statis-
tics, and an Index of Positions and Resolutions covering 1970 to
1990.

This year Synod decided not to publish a separate Abstract of
the meetings of our four Classes due to high cost and low demand.
Instead, each Classis will publish an Abstract of their meetings,
to be distributed to each minister, delegate, and congregation of
the RCUS.

I am indebted to my church secretary, Miss Clara Bianchi, for
her cheerful and careful proofreading and assistance in preparing
this volume for publication.

Respectfully.

Steven E. Work
Stated Clerk of Synod
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Officers

Synod
President 	 Rev. Vernon Pollema

Vice President 	 Mr. Jon Stuebbe

Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Steven Work

Treasurer 	 Mr. Clayton Greiman

Great Lakes-Gulf Classis
President 	 Rev. Neale Riffert

Vice President 	 Rev. Howard Hart

Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Frank Walker

Treasurer 	 Mr. John Arendt

Northern Plains Classis
President 	 Rev. George Syms

Vice President 	 Rev. David Dawn

Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Sam Allison

Treasurer 	 Mr. Ralph Kusler

South Central Classis
President 	 Rev. Norman Hoeflinger
Vice President 	 Rev. Maynard Koerner
Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Warren Embree
Treasurer 	 Mr. John Savage

Western Classis
President 	 Rev. Gene Sawtelle
Vice President 	 Rev. Vernon Pollema
Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Paul Treick
Treasurer 	 Mr. Chris Fellersen



Addresses

Ministers
1. Allison, Rev. Sam (605) 283-2222

Route 2, Box 68, Eureka, South Dakota 57437

2. Bass, Rev. Robert (701) 768-2892
Route 1, Box 1, Upham, North Dakota 58789

3. Brice, Rev. Wesley (818) 985-7970
6343 Cartwright Avenue, North Hollywood, California 91606

4. Clark, Rev. R. Scott (816) 454-8067
3 NE 63rd Terrace, Gladstone, Missouri 64118

5. Dawn, Rev. David (701) 288-3682
Post Office Box 345, Ashley, North Dakota 58413

6. Duckett, Rev. Jefferson (209) 727-5371
13702 Pinto Lane, Lodi, California 95240

7. Embree, Rev. Warren (402) 464-0434
4936 Leighton Avenue, Lincoln, Nebraska 68504

8. Gross, Rev. Lloyd	 (805) 872-4970
6909 Sugarmill Drive, Bakersfield, California 93306

9. Grossmann, Rev. Peter (402) 773-4227
Post Office Box 362, Sutton, Nebraska 68979

10. Grossmann, Rev. Robert (712) 737-3857
203 First Street NW, Orange City, Iowa 51041

11. Haddock, Rev. William (605) 229-5953
1408 South Lincoln Street, Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

12. Hart, Rev. Howard	 (515) 923-3060
Route 3, Box 16, Garner, Iowa 50438

13. Hoeflinger, Rev. Norman 	 (605) 996-7439
420 East 14th Avenue, Mitchell, South Dakota 57301

14. Jones, Rev. Norman	 (605) 224-7846
317 South Garfield, Pierre, South Dakota 57501

15. Koerner, Rev. Maynard 	 (402) 773-4431
Box 372, Sutton, Nebraska 68979

16. Mallory, Rev. Alan	 (402) 477-7289
3930 Mason Drive, Lincoln, Nebraska 68521
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Addresses

Ministers
17. Merica, Rev. Jonathan 	 (209) 369-7914

752 Golden Avenue, Lodi, California 95240

18. Neff, Rev. Douglas 	 (206) 354-7990
653 East Wiser Ridge, Lynden, Washington 98264

19. Opp, Rev. Harvey 	 (719) 446-5215
Star Route 1, Box 23, Ordway, Colorado 81063

20. Ploeger, Rev. Chester 	 (515) 923-6026
135 West 11th Street, Garner, Iowa 50438

21. Pollema, Rev. Vernon 	 (805) 746-6907
235 James Street, Shafter, California 93263

22. Potter, Rev. Ron 	 (307) 362-5107
5 Harding Court. Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901

23. Powell, Jr., Rev. C. W. 	 (719) 590-1477
6050 Del Paz, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80918

24. Riedesel. Rev. Maurice 	 (402) 379-1962
The Meadows #106, 18th Street, Norfolk, Nebraska 68701

25. Riffert. Rev. Neale 	 (414) 726-4464
7411 Center Road, Manitowoc, Wisconsin 54220

26. Roe, Rev. Dennis 	 (717) 282-1561
66 Powderly Street, Carbondale, Pennsylvania 18407

27. Sander, Rev. Robert 	 (408) 358-1092
2348 Venn Avenue, San Jose, California 95124

28. Savage, Rev. Dorman 	 (605) 339-3887
3309 East 31st Street. Sioux Falls, South Dakota 57103

29. Sawtelle, Rev. Gene 	 (916) 671-7579
1165 Queens Avenue. Yuba City, California 95991

30. Schlei, Rev. Steven 	 (303) 667-1636
1727 10th Street SW, Loveland, Colorado 80537

31. Sotak, Rev. Max 	 (303) 423-5525
6314 West 68th Circle, Arvada. Colorado 80003

32. Stark. Rev. David 	 (916) 365-9036
Post Office Box 406, Anderson, California 96007
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Addresses

Ministers
33. Stuebbe, Rev. Robert	 (805) 836-1729

401 Cherry Hill Drive, Bakersfield, California 93309

34. Syms, Rev. George	 (701) 838-3279
124 22nd Street SW, Minot, North Dakota 58701

35. Treick, Rev. Paul	 (209) 526-0637
1515 Carlton Avenue, Modesto, California 95350

36. Van Stedum, Rev. Herman (605) 387-2816
Box 387, Menno, South Dakota 57045

37. Vance, Rev. Donald (605) 437-2739
Route 1, Box 314, Artas, South Dakota 57437

38. Walker, Rev. Frank (419) 599-2266
927 East Graceway Drive, Napoleon, Ohio 43545

39. West, Rev. Jim	 (916) 488-5569
5216 Locust Avenue, Carmichael, California 95608

40. Work, Rev. Steven	 (408) 377-2350
2350 Leigh Avenue, San Jose, California 95124

Elders
1. Arendt, Sr., Mr. John	 (717) 282-3879

30 Darte Avenue, Carbondale, Pennsylvania 18407

2. Auch, Mr. Richard	 (605) 387-5450
Menno, South Dakota 57045

3. Bertsch, Mr. Ruben	 (303) 667-7375
4705 Holly Court, Loveland, Colorado 80537

4. Carver, Mr. Robert	 (805) 266-1803
39218 22nd Street West, Palmdale, California 93551

5. Fisher, Mr. Mark	 (816) 227-3615
Route 1, Box 184, Edgerton, Missouri 64444

6. Goehring, Mr. Lynn	 (605) 224-4209
203 Neltom Drive, Pierre, South Dakota 57501

7. Grosshuesch, Mr. Paul	 (414) 457-5626
3224 Mill Road, Sheboygan, Wisconsin 53083

8. Hager, Mr. Greg	 (307) 382-2247
354 Gannet Drive, Rock Springs, Wyoming 82901
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Addresses

Elders
9. Hieb, Mr. Harry	 (605) 996-6962

301 South Montana, Mitchell, South Dakota 57301

10. Johnson, Mr. Wayne	 (916) 424-0290
7672 Del Oak Way, Sacramento, California 95831

11. Klinge, Mr. Merle	 (515) 357-8730
1700 North 24th Street, Clear Lake, Iowa 50428

12. Koerner, Mr. Merlin	 (507) 926-5298
Box 7, Reading, Minnesota 56156

13. Kusler, Mr. Ralph	 (605) 225-1242
1322 South 8th Street, Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401

14. McCue, Mr. Michael	 (303) 659-8099
3060 East Bridge #356, Brighton, Colorado 80601

15. Mehlhaff, Mr. Norman	 (605) 283-2335
Route 1, Box 68, Hosmer, South Dakota 57448

16. Meidinger, Mr. Ronald (701) 288-3374
Route 1, Box 19, Lehr, North Dakota 58460

17. Merz, Mr. Robert (805) 758-6861
Star Route, Box 35, Wasco, California 93280

18. Mettler, Mr. Rueben (701) 768-2623
Route 1, Box 82, Upham, North Dakota 58789

19. Neuharth, Mr. Harley (605) 284-2250
Route 2, Box 41, Eureka, South Dakota 57437

20. Ochsner, Mr. Ewald (402) 728-5250
Route 4, Box 150, York, Nebraska 68467-9336

21. Opp, Mr. Rudolph (605) 439-3518
Post Office Box 256, Leola, South Dakota 57456

22. Peery, Mr. Fred	 (916) 347-6296
22337 Adobe Road, Cottonwood, California 96022

23. Powell, Mr. Samuel	 (719) 590-1477
6050 Del Paz, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80918

24. Rau, Mr. Alwin	 (701) 626-7312
HCR 1, Box 37, Kief, North Dakota 58747
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Addresses

Elders
25. Reichert, Mr. Richard	 (402) 772-2131

Route 3, Box 151, Aurora, Nebraska 68818

26. Savage, Mr. John	 (719) 446-5461
Star Route 1, Box 24A, Ordway, Colorado 81063

27. Stewart, Mr. Tom	 [Winter: (209) 586-45691	 (209) 522-6113
Post Office Box 752 Twain Harte, California 95383

28. Stuebbe, Mr. Jon	 (805) 664-1366
2008 Mountain Oak Road, Bakersfield, California 93311

29. Trautman, Mr. Edgar	 (605) 437-2968
Route 1, Box 82B, Artas, South Dakota 57437

30. Trew, Mr. Bill	 (916) 934-4315
679 North Murdock, Willows, California 95988

31. Ulmer, Mr. LoRayne	 (402) 723-5330
Route 1, Box 88, Grafton, Nebraska 68365

32. Wulff, Mr. Darrell 	 (419) 256-7982
202 Monroe Street, Malinta, Ohio 43535

Licentiates
1. Bowen, Mr. Hank	 (916) 934-7501

1059 Elm Street, Willows, California 95988

2. Hill, Dr. Charles	 (712) 737-8846
303 Third Street NW, Orange City, Iowa 51041

Students
1. Allison, Mr. Archibald	 (416) 389-2967

311 Rymal Road East, Hamilton, Ontario L9B 1C3 CANADA

2. David, Rev. Samuel (717) 282-1614
16 Laurel Street. Carbondale, Pennsylvania 18407

3. Fagrey, Mr. David Paul (712) 737-4640
216 Third Street SW. Orange City. Iowa 51041

4. Findley, Mr. Gary (619) 536-8378
7562 Acama, San Diego, California 92126

5. Sawtelle, Mr. Jim (712) 722-3140
1005 South Main, Apt. #2, Sioux Center, Iowa 51250
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Churches

California

Anderson, CA 96007 	 (916) 347-6508

Faith RCUS, 3291 Rupert Road
Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:45AM

Pastor: David Stark (wife. Patsy)

Antelope Valley, CA 	 (818) 985-7970

Grace RCUS, for location please call (805) 266-4974

Worship 11:00AM; Sunday School 9:30AM

Pastor: Wesley Brice (wife, Virginia)

Bakersfield, CA 93305 	 (805) 325-0165

Grace RCUS, 420 Columbus Street
Worship 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM
Pastor: Lloyd Gross (wife, Claire)

Chico, CA 95926 	 (916) 934-7501
Covenant Family Chapel, Rodeo & Nord Avenue
(Grange Hall)

Worship 12:00 noon
Licentiate: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)

Lodi, CA 95240 	 (209) 369-7914

Providence Chapel, 115 Louie Avenue
Worship 10:30AM; Catechism Class 9:45AM

Minister: Jonathan Merica (wife, Marsha) -

Modesto, CA 95350 	 (209) 526-0637
Trinity RCUS, for time and location please call
Pastor: Paul Treick (wife, Karen)

Sacramento, CA 95822 	 (916) 451-1190
Sacramento Covenant RCUS, 2020 16th Avenue

Worship 11:00AM, 6:00PM; Sunday School 10:00AM

Pastor: Jim West (wife, Elaine)

Shafter, CA 93263 	 (805) 746-6907

Ebenezer RCUS. Sunset and James Street
Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM

Pastor: Vernon Pollema (wife, Betty)

- 17 -



Churches

Willows, CA 95988 	 (916) 934-7501
Sovereign Grace RCUS, 131B South Tehama Street

Worship 10:00AM; Sunday School 9:00AM
Licentiate: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)

Yuba City, CA 95991 (and Marysville) 	 (916) 671-7579
First Chapel, 131 F Street, Marysville, CA
Worship 11:00AM

Minister: Gene Sawtelle (wife, Sharon)

Ministers
Jefferson Duckett (wife, Marjorie) 	 [Retired]
Douglas Neff (wife, Frances) 	 [Retired]
Robert Sander (wife, Elizabeth) 	 [Retired]
Robert Stuebbe (wife, Vivian) 	 [Retired]
Steven Work (wife, Jeannie) 	 [Without Charge]

Colorado

Colorado Springs, CO 80918 	 (719) 570-7884
Trinity Covenant RCUS, 5440 Union
(Vista Grande Community Church)
Worship 10:30 AM; Sunday School 9:30AM

Pastor: C. W. "Bud" Powell, Jr. (wife, Penny)

Golden, CO 80401 	 (303) 423-5525
Providence RCUS. 3301 Youngfield Service Road
(Exit 264, 1-70, La Quinta Inn)
Worship 10:00AM: Catechism 11:15AM
Pastor: Max Sotak (wife, Nancy)

Karval, CO 81063 	 (719) 446-5215
Blue Cliff Community RCUS, Blue Cliff Community Bldg.
Worship 6:30 PM: Sunday School 6:00 PM
Pastor: Harvey Opp (wife, Carol)

Loveland, CO 80537 	 (303) 667-1636
Peace RCUS, 1727 Tenth Street SW
Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Pastor: Steven Schlei (wife, Marlys)
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Churches

Iowa

Garner, IA 50438 	 (515) 923-3060

Peace RCUS, Highway 69 (3 miles S of Garner)

Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Pastor: Howard Hart (wife, Barbara)

Minister

Chester Ploeger (wife, Grace) 	 [Retired]

Missouri

Kansas City, MO 64116 	 (816) 454-1196

Hope RCUS, 3901 North Wayne Avenue

Worship 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:15AM
Pastor: R. Scott Clark (wife, Barbara)

Nebraska

Lincoln, NE 68521 	 (402) 477-7289
St. John's RCUS, 1101 South 26th Street

Worship 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM

Pastor: Alan Mallory (wife, Diane)

Sutton, NE 68979 	 (402) 773-4227
Emmanuel RCUS, 106 Way Avenue
Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM

Pastor: Peter Grossmann (wife, Phyllis)

Sutton, NE 68979 	 (402) 773-4431
Hope RCUS, Forest and Way Avenue

Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Pastor: Maynard Koerner (wife, Marcia)

Ministers

Warren Embree (wife, Clara) 	 [Without Charge]
Maurice Riedesel (wife, Carolin) 	 [Retired]
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Churches

North Dakota

Ashley, ND 58413 	 (701) 288-3943
Salem RCUS, 209 First Avenue SW

Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Coleen)

Lincoln Valley, ND 58740 	 (701) 768-2892

Kassel RCUS, 13 miles south & 3 miles west of Anamoose
Worship 10:00AM or 2:00PM
Pastor: Robert Bass (wife, Carole)

Minot, ND 58701 	 (701) 768-2892
Minot RCUS, 201 6th Avenue NE

Worship 9:30AM; Sunday School 11:05AM
Pastor: George Syms (wife, Deborah)

Upham, ND 58789 	 (701) 768-2892

Peace RCUS, north end of town
Worship 10:00AM or 2:00PM

Pastor: Robert Bass (wife, Carole)

Ohio

Napoleon, OH 43545 	 (419) 599-3106
Peace RCUS, 638 Huddle Road
Worship 10:00AM; Sunday School 9:00AM
Pastor: Frank Walker (wife. Christine)

Pennsylvania

Carbondale, PA 18407 	 (717) 282-6400
Covenant RCUS, 47 South Church Street

Worship 10:00AM: Sunday School 1:00PM
Pastor: Dennis Roe (wife, Julie)

-20-



Churches

South Dakota

Aberdeen, SD 57401 	 (605) 229-5953

First RCUS, 9th Avenue & Dakota Street

Worship 9:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM
Pastor: William Haddock (wife, Ferne)

Artas, SD 57423 	 (605) 437-2739

Artas RCUS, east side of town
Worship 9:00AM or 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM

Pastor: Donald Vance (wife, Joan)

Eureka, SD 57437 	 (605) 284-2396

Eureka RCUS, 310 F Avenue

Worship 9:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM
Pastor: Herman Van Stedum (wife, Phyllis)

Herreid, SD 57632 	 (606) 437-2739

First RCUS, Highway 69 / north end of town
Worship 9:00AM or 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:00AM

Pastor: Donald Vance (wife, Joan)

Hosmer, SD 57437 	 (605) 283-2222
Hosmer RCUS, 2 blocks south of water tower

Worship 10:00AM; Sunday School 11:10AM

Pastor: Sam Allison (wife, Sonja)

Leola, SD 57456 	 (605) 229-5953
Oranien RCUS, Main and Burtis
Worship 11:00AM; Sunday School 10:30AM
Pastor: William Haddock (wife, Ferne)

Menno, SD 57045 	 (605) 387-2816
Zion RCUS, 220 South Pine

Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Associate Pastor: Robert Grossmann (wife, Pauline)

Mitchell, SD 57301 	 (605) 996-7439
Grace RCUS, 1021 South Davison

Worship 10:30AM; Sunday School 9:30AM
Pastor: Norman Hoeflinger (wife, Virginia)
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Churches

Pierre, SD 57501 	 (605) 224-7846

Hope RCUS, 317 South Garfield
Worship 9:30AM; Sunday School 10:45AM

Pastor: Norman Jones (wife, Lena)

Sioux Falls, SD 57102 	 (605) 339-3887

Trinity RCUS, 218 West 13th Avenue (Nordic Hall)
Worship 10:00AM; Sunday School 9:00AM

Pastor: Dorman Savage (wife, Kay)

Wisconsin

Manitowoc, WI 54220 	 (414) 726-4464

Salem-Ebenezer RCUS, 6524 County Trunk C
Worship 10:00AM; Sunday School 9:00AM

Pastor: Neale Riffert (wife, Mary Elizabeth)

Wyoming

Rock Springs, WY 82901 	 (307) 362-5107

Pilgrims' RCUS, Perry & Lowell
(Pilot Butte Exit off 1-80, Knights of Columbus)

Worship 10:30AM, 6:00 PM: Catechism 5:00 PM
Pastor: Ron Potter (wife, Sharon)
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Changes

Men Licensed:
04/04/90 Mr. Henry Bowen by Western Classis

Men Ordained: None

Ministers Received: None

Ministers Transferred:
10/25/89 Rev. Ronald Potter from Western Classis to South Central

Classis

Ministers Removed:
07/28/89 Rev. Donald Treick from Western Classis to Pacific

Presbytery, Presbyterian Church in America
03/27/90 Rev. Douglas Erlandson from Great Lakes-Gulf Classis

(erasure)

Ministers/Elders Deceased:
08/27/89 Mr. Marvin Bender, Elder of Grace Reformed Church,

Bakersfield, CA
12/11/89 Mr. Edmund Ulmer, Elder of Emmanuel Reformed Church,

Sutton, NE
02/04/90 Mr. Raymond Haberkamp, Elder of Peace Reformed Church,

Garner, IA

Churches Received:
11/30/89 Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD, by South

Central Classis
02/09/90 Pilgrims' Reformed Church, Rock Springs, WY, by South

Central Classis

Churches Removed:
04/03/89 Trinity Reformed Church, Cincinnati, OH (dissolved)
03/31/90 Grace Reformed Church, Hastings, NE (dissolved)

Churches Changed:
04/11/90 From Sovereign Grace Reformed Church, Santa Clarita, CA

To Grace Reformed Church, Antelope Valley, CA
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Information

Employer Identification Number: 51-0202914

Depository for Publications
Living Hope 	 (719) 446-5308
HC 73, Box 21, Karval, CO 80823

Periodical: REFORMED HERALD
Rev. Peter Grossmann, Editor-in-Chief 	 (402) 773-4227
Post Office Box 362, Sutton, NE 68979

Rev. David Dawn, Assistant Editor 	 (701) 288-3682
Post Office Box 345, Ashley, North Dakota 58413

Rev. Frank Walker, Subscription Editor 	 (419) 599-2266
927 East Graceway Drive, Napoleon, OH 43545

Health Insurance Fund
Rev. Steven Schlei, Administrator 	 (303) 667-1636
1727 Tenth Street, SW, Loveland, CO 80537

Fraternal Relations Established with
Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America
Reformed Confessing Church of Zaire

Seminaries Listed as Worthy of Support
Mid-America Reformed Seminary, Orange City, Iowa
Westminster Theological Seminary, Escondido, California
Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Benevolences Listed as Worthy of Support
Hope Haven, 1800 19th Street, Rock Valley, IA 51247
Living Hope, HC 73, Box 21, Karval, CO 80823
Diaconal Committee of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church
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1990 Synod, RCUS

Abstract of the 1990 Synod
Reformed Church in the United States

Ebenezer Reformed Church, Shafter, CA / May 2-3, 1990
Grace Reformed Church. Bakersfield, CA / May 4-5, 1990

I. SERVICES.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 2, 1990 - The Reformed Church in the United
States opened the 1990 Synod at Ebenezer Reformed Church, Shafter,
California, on Wednesday, May 2, 1990, with an evening worship
service. Rev. Vernon Pollema presided at the service, and Rev.
Robert Stuebbe preached a sermon on Colossians 4:1-8 and Romans
14:7-8, titled "We Are the Lord's."

THURSDAY, MAY 3, 1990 - Rev. David Dawn led the assembly in
singing "Jesus is all the world to me," and morning devotions on 1
Corinthians 12:12-22.

FRIDAY, MAY 4, 1990 - Rev. Dorman Savage led the assembly in
singing "If we have forgotten the Name of our God," and morning
devotions on Psalm 51:1-17.

The assembly met with Grace Reformed Church. Bakersfield, CA,
for evening worship. Rev. Frank Walker presided and Rev. William
Haddock preached a sermon on Nehemiah 1, titled "Prayer Which Is
Acceptable to God." During the service, Rev. Walker expressed the
appreciation of the 1990 Synod to the host congregations. Ebenezer
and Grace Reformed Churches, for their Christian hospitality with
which they graciously served the Synod. The Westminster Men's
Choir, from Westminster Theological Seminary in California under
the direction of Dr. John Frame, participated in the service with
a selection of hymns of German origin. Rev. Walker led the congre-
gation in prayer on behalf of Rev. Robert Stuebbe who left the
service for medical attention.

SATURDAY, MAY 5. 1990 - Rev. Alan Mallory led the assembly in
morning devotions on Hebrews 11:32-12:3. and in singing "Awake, my
soul, stretch ev'ry nerve."

Rev. Douglas Neff led the assembly in closing devotions by
reading Psalm 46:7-11; 48:12-14, and prayer.

II. ORGANIZATION.

The President, Rev. Robert Stuebbe, called the 1990 Synod of
the Reformed Church in the United States to order at 8:44 p.m. on
Wednesday, May 2, 1990.

The opening roll showed 33 ministers and 24 elders present, a
quorum.

ILA. ROLL. [See Directory for alphabetical listing.]
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1990 Synod, RCUS

Great Lakes-Gulf Classis
Minister 	 Elder 	 Charge
Howard Hart 	 Merle Klinge 	 Peace/Garner, IA
Neale Riffert 	 Paul Grosshuesch Salem-Ebenezer/Manitowoc, WI
Dennis Roe 	 John Arendt 	 Covenant/Carbondale, PA
Frank Walker Darrell Wulff 	 Peace/Napoleon, OH

Student
Samuel David

Northern Plains Classis
Minister 	 Elder 	 Charge
Sam Allison 	 Norman Mehlhaff Hosmer/Hosmer, SD
Robert Bass 	 Alwin Rau 	 Kassel/Lincoln Valley, ND

Rueben Mettler Peace/Upham, ND
David Dawn 	 Ronald Meidinger Salem/Ashley, ND
William Haddock Ralph Kusler 	 First/Aberdeen, SD

Rudolph Opp 	 Oranien/Leola, SD
Norman Jones Lynn Goehring Hope/Pierre, SD
Chester Ploeger Harley Neuharth Eureka/Eureka, SD
George Syms 	 I none', 	 Minot/Minot, ND
Donald Vance 	 Edgar Trautman Odessa: Artas/Artas, SD

First/Herreid, SD

South Central Classis
Minister 	 Elder 	 Charge
R. Scott Clark Mark Fisher 	 Hope/Kansas City, MO
Warren Embree 	 [Without Charges
Peter GrossmannRichard Reichert Emmanuel/Sutton, NE
Robert Grossmann 	 Associate-Zion/Menno, SD
Norman Hoeflinger Harry Hieb 	 Grace/Mitchell, SD
Maynard Koerner LoRayne Ulmer Hope/Sutton, NE
Alan Mallory 	 Ewald Ochsner 	 St. John's/Lincoln. NE
Harvey Opp 	 John Savage 	 Blue Cliff/Kar val. CO
Ronald Potter Greg Hager 	 Pilgrims'/Rock Springs, WY
C.W. Powell 	 Samuel Powell 	 Trinity/Colorado Springs. CO
Maurice Riedesel 	 [Retired I
Dorman Savage Merlin Koerner Trinity/Sioux Falls, SD
Steven Schlei Ruben Bertsch Peace/Loveland, CO
Max Sotak 	 Michael McCue 	 Providence/Arvada, CO
Herman VanStedum Richard Auch Zion/Menno, SD

Licentiate 	 Student
Charles Hill 	 Archibald Allison

Jim Sawtelle
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Western Classis
Minister 	 Elder 	 Charge
Wesley Brice 	 Robert Carver 	 Grace/Antelope Valley, CA
Jefferson Duckett 	 [Retired ]

Lloyd Gross 	 Jon Stuebbe 	 Grace/Bakersfield, CA
Jonathan Merica 	 Associate-Cov'nt/Sacramento, CA
Douglas Neff 	 [Retired]
Vernon Pollema Robert Merz 	 Ebenezer/Shafter, CA
Robert Sander 	 [Retired]
Gene Sawtelle 	 Associate-Cov'nt/Sacramento, CA
David Stark 	 Fred Peery 	 Faith/Anderson. CA
Robert Stuebbe 	 [Retired]
Paul Treick 	 Tom Stewart 	 Trinity/Riverbank, CA
Jim West 	 Wayne Johnson Covenant/Sacramento, CA
Steven Work 	 [Without Charge]
[Vacant] 	 Bill Trew 	 Sovereign Grace/Willows. CA

Licentiate 	 Student
Henry Bowen 	 Gary Findley

II.B. DEFINING THE BAR OF THE HOUSE.

The President defined the bar of the house as the first ten
pews on each side of the aisle.

II.C. APPOINTMENT OF TELLERS.

The President appointed Max Sotak and John Arendt as tellers.

II.D. ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

President 	 Rev. Vernon Pollema
Vice President 	 Mr. Jon Stuebbe
Stated Clerk 	 Rev. Steven Work
Treasurer 	 Mr. Clayton Greiman
It was moved and carried that a memorial of appreciation for

Rev. Robert D. Stuebbe. the first President of the reconstituted
Synod who served from 1986 to 1990, be spread on the minutes. As
instructed, the Editor of the REFORMED HERALD wrote an article in
recognition of Rev. Stuebbe's service to the RCUS (see REFORMED
HERALD: "An Interview," Vol. 45. No. 11, May, 1990, Pages 2, 4).
Rev. Stuebbe was born in Waukon, IA, in 1919. His father, Rev.
Klaus J. "K.J." Stuebbe, was an immigrant from the Netherlands who
served the RCUS for many years. His mother, Emma Bosma, was a
sister of Rev. D.E. Bosma, also a RCUS pastor. After growing up in
Iowa and South Dakota. Rev. Stuebbe attended Mission House College
and Seminary near Sheboygan, WI, and completed his theological
training in 1944. He was ordained at Garner, IA, by his father,
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ministers. and elders of the Eureka Classis. He married Vivian
Busse of Newton, WI, that same summer. They have three children
and six grandchildren. Before his retirement in 1986, Rev. Stuebbe
pastored four congregations: Peace RCUS, Garner, IA (1944-1951);
Grace RCUS, Bakersfield, CA (1951-1971); Zion RCUS, Menno, SD
(1971-1976); Salem-Ebenezer RCUS, Newton, WI (1976-1986).

It was moved and carried that Synod commend Dennis Carlson
for his work of the past year. and that the Synod's deep gratitude
for __his selfless and efficient service over the ten years of his
tenure as treasurer, be spread on the minutes.

II.E. APPOINTMENT OF REFORMED HERALD REPORTER.

The President appointed Dennis Roe as the REFORMED HERALD
reporter.

II.F. READING OF STANDING RULES.

It was moved and carried that we suspend Standing Rule 4 and
not read the Standing Rules. (See Appendix for Standing Rules.]

III. ADOPTION OF AGENDA, ORDER OF THE DAY, SPECIAL ORDERS.

Special Orders were set as follows: Treasurer's Report on
Thursday, 3:00 p.m.; Video on Zaire on Thursday, 6:30 p.m.; Ad-
dresses from the representatives of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Westminster Theological Seminary in California, and Hope
Haven on Friday, 4:00 p.m.; Addresses from other fraternal dele-
gates, representatives and visitors on Saturday, 10:30 a.m.

IV. WELCOME OF DELEGATES AND VISITORS.

The President welcomed fraternal delegates, representatives,
elders, and visitors as they arrived. Fraternal delegates and
elders of the RCUS were seated in the bar of the house and given
the privilege of the floor.

FRATERNAL DELEGATES were: Rev. Donald Duff, Orthodox Presby-
terian Church; Rev. Tim McCraken, Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America.

ELDERS OF THE RCUS were: Gideon Goehring, Leonard Van Doorn,
William Stoller (Bakersfield); Don Bender, Harlan Wilson. Ryan
Spitzer (Shafter); Thomas Mayville (Antelope Valley).

REPRESENTATIVES were: Dr. John Hulst, President of Dordt
College; Mr. Robert den Dulk, President of Westminster Theological
Seminary in California; Mr. Marlowe Van Ginkel, Public Relations
Coordinator of Hope Haven.

VISITORS were: Dr. John Paul Roberts. Independent Presbyter-
ian Church in Mexico; Mr. Donald Jamieson, Elder of Grace Commu-
nity Church, San Jose, CA.
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V. RECEPTION OF NEW MINISTERS.

The President noted that there were no new ministers since
the 1989 Synod.

The President welcomed the following elders who were dele-
gates to Synod for the first time: Harley Neuharth (Eureka),
Merlin Koerner (Sioux Falls), Ronald Meidinger (Ashley), Richard
Auch (Menno), Richard Reichert (Sutton/Emmanuel), Michael McCue
(Arvada).

VI. RECEPTION OF NEW CHURCHES.

The President welcomed the following churches, newly enrolled
by the South Central Classis - Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux
Falls, SD, and Pilgrims' Reformed Church, Rock Springs, WY. A
prayer of thanksgiving was offered to the Lord for adding these
churches as organic members of the RCUS.

The President acknowledged Rev. Ron Potter, pastor of Pil-
grims' RCUS. and Rev. Dorman Savage, pastor of Trinity RCUS. The
President acknowledged the work of Peace Reformed Church, Love-
land, CO, in the founding of Pilgrims' Reformed Church. and Zion
Reformed Church. Menno. SD, in the founding of Trinity Reformed
Church.

VII. COMMITTEES.

The Standing Committees functioned during the sessions of
Synod. The Permanent and Special Committee members were elected to
function between synod meetings. NOTE: The underlined name indi-
cates the chairman or convener of the committee. An asterisk (*)
marks a deacon on a committee.

VII.A. STANDING COMMITTEES.

BENEVOLENCE 	 Herman Van Stedum, Robert Sander, Sam Allison,
Richard Reichert. Ralph Kusler

ECUMENICAL 	 William Haddock. Max Sotak,
Rueben Mettler, Merlin Koerner

EDUCATION AND 	 Maynard Koerner, Jim West, David Dawn.
STUDENT AID 	 Harley Neuharth. Norman Mehlhaff

EXCUSES 	 Wesley Brice, Lloyd Gross, Edgar Trautman

FINANCES 	 Paul Treick. Scott Clark, Ron Potter,
Wayne Johnson, Michael McCue
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JUDICIAL 	 Gene Sawtelle, Howard Hart, Norman Hoeflinger,
Spencer Gross, Jon Stuebbe

MINISTERIAL
AID

MINUTES OF
CLASSES

MISSIONS

NOMINATIONS

OVERTURES

PUBLICATIONS

SPECIAL
JUDICIAL #1

SPECIAL
JUDICIAL #2

Dennis Roe, Wesley Brice, Jonathan Merica,
Merle Klinge, Robert Merz

Robert Bass, Harvey Opp,
Bill Trew, Rudolph Opp

Neale Riffert, Jefferson Duckett, George Syms,
Ruben Bertsch. Richard Reichert

Frank Walker. Douglas Neff, Peter Grossmann,
Richard Auch, LoRayne Ulmer

David Stark. Robert Grossmann.
Alwin Rau, John Savage

Steven Schlei, Donald Vance,
Ronald Meidinger, Tom Stewart

Dennis Roe. Peter Grossmann. Chester Ploeger,
Paul Grosshuesch. Darrell Wulff

Robert Stuebbe. Alan Mallory. Dorman Savage.
John Arendt, Robert Carver

VII.B. PERMANENT COMMITTEES.

BOARD OF
	

Jon Stuebbe, Robert Sander, George Syms,
TRUSTEES 	 David Dawn, Robert Merz

CHRISTIAN	 Alan Mallory. LoRayne Ulmer (3 years)
EDUCATION 	 Ron Potter, Don Monteath (2 years)
IN THE CHURCH	 David Dawn. August Dockter (1 year)

DIACONAL 	 Darrell Wulff, Marvin Kirschenmann* (3 years)
MINISTRIES 	 Scott Clark, Elton Hackmann (2 years)

Maynard Koerner, Ruben Bertsch, (1 year)
Ardell Griess* (1 year)

EDITORIAL 	 Gene Sawtelle, Harley Neuharth (3 years)
ADVICE 	 Norman Hoeflinger, Paul Grosshuesch (2 years)

Paul Treick, David Maser (1 year)

EXECUTIVE 	 Vernon Pollema, Jon Stuebbe, Steven Work,
Robert Merz, Jim West
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FOREIGN MISSIONS Paul Treick, Ralph Kusler (3 years)
AND 	 Wesley Brice, Thomas Mayville (2 years)

Robert Grossmann, Raymond Mettler (1 year)
ZAIRE 	 Paul Treick (Zaire Contact Minister),
ADMINISTRATION 	 Members of the Foreign Missions Committee,

Maynard Koerner. Ardell Griess*, Scott Clark

HOME 	 Howard Hart. Merle Klinge (3 years)
MISSIONS 	 Dorman Savage, Ron Ochsner (2 years)

George Syms, David Stark, (1 year)
Alwin Rau. Bill Trew (1. year)

INTERCHURCH 	 Jonathan Merica, Ronald Meidinger (3 years)
RELATIONS 	 Max Sotak. Michael McCue (2 years)

George Syms. Robert Bass (1 year)

MINISTERIAL 	 Tom Renner*, Wilbur Oudman* (3 years)
AID FUND 	 Dennis Roe, Frank Walker (2 years)

Harold Yoder. Tom Stewart (1 year)

MINISTERIAL 	 Harvey Opp, William Haddock. Steven Schlei,
RELIEF 	 Merlin Koerner. Edgar Trautman

PUBLICATIONS 	 Wesley Brice, Richard Reichert (3 years)
Peter Grossmann. John Arendt (2 years)
Norman Jones, Wayne Johnson (1 year)
David Dawn (Liaison. Christian Education in
the Church)

VII.C. SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

CONSTITUTIONAL 	 Norman Hoeflinger, Neale Riffert, Warren
REVISION 	 Embree, Merle Klinge, Gideon Holzwarth

CONFER WITH 	 Herman Van Stedum, Robert Grossmann, Howar
DORDT COLLEGE 	 Hart, Elmer Huenemann. Raymond Mettler

ECCLESIASTICAL 	 Donald Vance, Steven Schlei, William Haddock,
DIVORCE AND 	 Max Sotak, Edgar Trautman, August Dockter
REMARRIAGE

FAMILY 	 Alan Mallory, Scott Clark, Harvey Opp,
CONVENTION 	 Spencer Gross

IDA KRUEGER 	 Jon Stuebbe, Robert Grossmann. Peter Grossm
INVESTIGATION

CHURCH 	 Richard Honaker, Ron Potter. Steven Schlei,
INCORPORATION 	 David Maser. Norman Jones
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VIII. PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS.

VIIIA. BOARD OF TRUSTEES. [Adopted.]

The Board of Trustees continues as a permanent committee of
the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States, in order to
satisfy the legal requirements of the State of North Dakota. The
Board holds no property, has no funds, conducted no business, and
held no meetings throughout the past synodical year.

Respectfully submitted,
Jon Stuebbe	 David Dawn
Robert Sander	 Robert Merz
George Syms

VIII.B. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Edu-
cation and Student Aid Committee.]

April 3, 1990

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

Your chairman confesses to you that he was not aware that he
was chairman of this committee until he investigated, in the early
part of March, as to why he, as a member of the committee had not
been contacted. Once realizing that he was chairman he undertook
to determine if there was any business that the committee should
be about. Your chairman corresponded with each committee member
seeking to determine if they were aware of any business we should
undertake and setting a partial committee meeting date at the
South Central Classis meeting (four members of the committee being
in that Classis). No response to the letter was received because
committee members were not aware of any business to be conducted
by this committee, and the meeting at South Central Classis did
not materialize because only two members of the committee were
present.

Your chairman perused previous synodical Abstracts and dis-
covered in the 1989 Abstract under the Permanent Publications
Committee report (Abstract/34) that three items, b., c., and h.,
were referred to the Permanent Christian Education Committee. But
a further reading of the Abstract (Abstract/8) reveals that this
committee filed no report. Your chairman contacted the previous
chairman of the Christian Ed and was told that he had received
nothing from Publications. The items that were to have been for-
warded had to do with Vern Pollema's Sunday School material; Don
Treick's VBS material and an indexing of REFORMED HERALD articles
by Scott Clark. Your committee has no idea where these materials
are. We do not have them.

Rev. David Dawn of this committee is liaison between Chris-
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tian Education and Publications but in the past synodical year has
received nothing to act on.

Committee members were contacted by telephone by your chair-
man and are in agreement to bring before you the following recom-
mendations.

1. That the Nominations Committee, in its report to Synod,
designate clearly who is chairman of each committee.

Grounds: It appears to be a recurring problem that there is
confusion as to who is committee chairman and thus responsible to
get committee work underway. Your present chairman of this commit-
tee encountered this, not thinking that as a first-year member of
the committee he would also be chairman. The result was a late
start in committee work.

2. That an editor be appointed by the Nominations Committee,
from the Christian Education Committee, actively to solicit arti-
cles for a daily devotional booklet from the ministers of the
RCUS, to be published hi-monthly with manuscripts to be submitted
by the Christian Education Committee to the 1991 Synod. Such book-
let would be produced under the oversight of the Christian Educa-
tions Committee of Synod.

Grounds: Interest in a daily devotional booklet produced by
our ministers is not lacking in the RCUS. This recommendation is
to put feet to what has been till now, a topic of conversation.

3. That those capable of and willing to write Sunday School
material, begin to do so and advise the chairman of Christian
Education of their intent so that proper guidance can be given.

Grounds: This is again an attempt to put feet to the desire
of many, that Sunday School material be produced and published
from within our own ranks. It is also an attempt to provide coor-
dination among the various Classes who may desire to see Sunday
School material published but who may be awaiting synodical stimu-
lus, action, and oversight. Further, it is the desire of your
committee to provide counsel to those writing material to prevent
material being submitted that is out of accord with our confes-
sional standard, thus insuring that submission will not have to be
re-done.

4. That those writing Sunday School material be requested to
keep the Christian Education Committee informed as to their prog-
ress.

Grounds: Your committee believes that many good and worth-
while projects flounder for lack of encouragement. Your committee
desires to provide that encouragement for those who would like to
undertake the writing of Sunday School material.

5. That any Sunday School or VBS material that has been pro-
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duced within our denomination, or that will soon be produced, be
forwarded to the chairman of the Christian Education Committee as
soon as expedient.

Grounds: Your committee would like to find the "lost docu-
ments" of last year's Permanent Publications Committee report
mentioned above. In addition we would like to get on with the task
of gathering material already written but not yet submitted. Fur-
ther, we would like to stimulate the submission of material that
may be close to being completed.

Respectfully submitted,
Ron Potter Don Monteath
Herman Van Stedum August Dockter
David Dawn 	 LoRayne Ulmer

VIII.C. DIACONAL MINISTRIES COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Bene-
volence Committee.]

April 1, 1990

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

In the past synodical year your committee met twice (via
circular) and disbursed a total of $3,100.00 in aid to brothers in
the Lord Jesus.

Your committee encountered a few minor difficulties which
Synod may wish to consider correcting. First. no one on the com-
mittee seemed to have a clear vision of the goals and purpose of
the committee. Perhaps Synod should create a statement of purpose
and goals for the committee.

Second, the committee seemed to labor under the assumption
that only ministers of the Word are eligible for diaconal assis-
tance. This does not seem to be a biblical restriction. Perhaps
Synod should instruct next year's committee to communicate regu-
larly with the deacons in each of our churches to compile a list
of needs within the body. The Editor of the REFORMED HERALD might
consider a regular feature devoted to diaconal ministries.

Third, the committee has no mechanism for raising funds out-
side of the guidelines for giving. Diaconal needs tend to be both
emergent and expensive. Perhaps Synod should consider soliciting
funds for special relief projects in Zaire and elsewhere.

Fourth, perhaps Synod should reconsider its practice of auto-
matically naming a minister as chairman of this committee. A well
ordered Diaconal Ministries Committee requires much more time than
most pastors are able to give. Deacons are called to the ministry
of mercy and are more aware of practical issues.
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Humbly submitted,
R. Scott Clark 	 Arden Griess
Maynard Koerner 	 Roger Steinmeyer
Elton Hackmann 	 Reuben Bertsch
Marvin Kirschenmann

Committee expenses: $71.61

VIII.D. EDITORIAL ADVICE. [Referred to Standing Publications Com-
mittee.]

April. 1990

The Synod of the Reformed Church in the U.S.

Dear Brothers:

Your committee conducted no business during the year. No
advice was requested from it; neither did it offer any! No doubt
the committee should be of greater use to the editor and the
church. but evidently there was no pressing need and the committee
took no initiative with regard to any changes in the REFORMED
HERALD. If the Synod desires a greater involvement on the part of
this committee, the committee would welcome such instruction. The
committee needs to meet with the editor and define its role more
clearly.

Respectfully.
N.C. Hoeflinger 	 Paul Grosshuesch
Paul Treick 	 David Maser
Douglas Neff 	 Richard Gager

VIII.E. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Overtures Com-
mittee.]

April 18, 1990

1990 Synod of the RCUS
Shafter and Bakersfield, CA

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren,

The Executive Committee of Synod conducted business by tele-
phone and mailed one circular (October 2, 1989) which contained
the following two recommendations. (No objections were received.)

1. That the invitation of Ebenezer Reformed Church,
Shafter, CA, and Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield, CA, to
co-host the 1990 meeting of Synod, beginning on Wednesday
evening, May 2, 1990, and concluding on Saturday evening, May
5, 1990, be accepted.
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2. That the delegates receive travel expense only that
equal to the cheapest means of traveling to California. that
is, even if you drive your car you will be reimbursed for
mileage or the cheapest airplane fare, whichever is less.

The committee met once on February 19, 1990, at Ebenezer Reformed
Church, Shafter, California. All members were present. In that
meeting we discussed and 'agreed upon the following items.

We agreed to advise Grace Reformed Church, Hastings, NE, upon
their own request, that if the congregation votes to dissolve in
accordance with its own constitution, that it should make that
dissolution conditioned on the approval of the South Central
Classis.

We agreed on the proposed agenda, order of the day, special
orders, and services.

We agreed that since there are real difficulties in counting
the number of Synods in the RCUS, due to the disruption in 1934,
and the several Synods under the General Synod in the past, that
in order to acknowledge our Lord's faithfulness and kindness to
cause an uninterrupted witness to the Reformed faith, we number
the annual meeting of the RCUS without trying to determine the
number of Synods. According to our records, the first meeting was
the Coetus (later Synod) of the then German Reformed Church in
America in 1747. Therefore, the 1990 Synod will be the 244th an-
nual meeting of the RCUS.

Regarding Item 2 from the Standing Judicial Committee Report
('89 Abstract, Page 87) to delete the words "The Board of Trus-
tees" from the Order of Business of the Spring Meeting of Classis.
we agreed that, based on Articles 103-104. the orders of business
which follow the Constitution are not regarded as part of the
Constitution and therefore the action of Synod concerning Item 2
is final.

Regarding Item 5 from the Standing Minutes of Classes Commit-
tee Report ('89 Abstract. Page 89) to establish minimal guidelines
for synodical evaluation of future Classis minutes, we agreed that
Article 98 provides such a minimum guideline, that is. Classis
minutes should be reviewed for:

1. Procedures with respect to the Constitution and
Church order.

2. Requests and references from Classes to the Synod.
3. Complaints and appeals to the Synod.
4. Decisions of the Classis on subjects referred to them

by the Synod.
5. Licensure; ordinations; ordained ministers received,

dismissed, deceased, suspended or deposed; licentiates re-
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ceived or dismissed, and licenses revoked.
6. Time and place of next annual meeting of each Clas-

sis, with the names and post office addresses of its Presi-
dent, Stated Clerk and Treasurer.

Regarding the deep concern of Rev. Norman Jones concerning
the actions of Synod (letter of May 24, 1989), we agreed that
since Article 60 provides a way for a member of Synod to dissent
from the actions of Synod, we take note of his letter.

We agreed to appoint two Standing Special Judicial Committees
to handle the complaints which have been filed. as follows:

1. Special Judicial 1: Complaint from Western Classis: Dennis
Roe (chairman). Peter Grossmann. Chester Ploeger.

2. Special Judicial 2: Complaint from Northern Plains Clas-
sis: Vernon Pollema (chairman). Alan Mallory, Dorman Savage.

We agreed that Robert Stuebbe would prepare the accommodation
request form for the 1990 Synod. We noted that the 1989 Synod
agreed to pay only the excursion air rate for flight to the 1990
Synod ('89 Abstract. Page 100.)

We noted that copies of overtures and reports are to he pro-
vided to fraternal delegates when they arrive ('89 Abstract, Page
102).

Respectfully submitted,
Robert Stuebbe 	 Ryan Spitzer
Vernon Pollema 	 Jon Stuebbe
Steven Work
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VIII.F. FOREIGN MISSIONS AND ZAIRE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEES.
[Referred to Standing Missions Committee.]

Activities of Your Committee

Your Zaire Administration Committee (composed of the Foreign
Missions Committee plus three members of the synodical Diaconal
Committee) met briefly after our 1989 Synod meeting and elected R.
Grossmann chairman. The committee also met at Hastings, NE, in
late May and in October, 1989, with Rev. Aaron Kayayan in atten-
dance both times. Dr. Abel Kampen, a retired physics professor of
the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated), who had just
returned from Zaire, attended the October meeting. The committee
also conferred a number of times during the year by telephone. At
its meetings it was decided to send Revs. Maynard Koerner and Paul
Treick to Zaire with the particular task of seeking government
approval for the Reformed Confessing Church of Zaire (ERCZ). The
committee mailed reports to each consistory of the RCUS following
the May and October meetings. Rev. Treick and Rev. Koerner did
travel to Zaire in March of 1990 with Dr. Kampen as interpreter.

Report of Treick and Koerner

Rev. Treick has compiled a 12-page single-spaced report on
the trip to Zaire which will be available for distribution at
Synod. With some simplification, we are going to present the major
points here.

The involvement of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
(Liberated). These brethren are working through a non-ecclesiasti-
cal group among their people. De Verre Naasten (The Far-away
Neighbors) to provide training and help in agriculture and medi-
cine to the people of the ERCZ. They plan to have two families in
the area of Lubumbashi by this fall. They are also, through their
synodical committee which oversees foreign missions, planning to
begin theological training for ministers in Zaire as soon as fea-
sible. Their synod meets this summer, and not again for three
years, so this will be decided one way or another by fall. ZAC
Chairman R. Grossmann is hoping to visit their committee and
Synod.

The radio work of Rev. Aaron Kayayan of Perspectives Refor-
mees continues to be the major factor in gathering and teaching
people in the Reformed faith. This very effective ministry seems
to permeate a great deal of Zairian society. Rev. Kayayan has
finished a series of lessons on the Heidelberg Catechism and is
now working through the Belgic Confession.

Government recognition of the ERCZ was the major time and
energy task of the westerners who visited Zaire last month and of
the brothers from Zaire who worked with them. While a great deal
of progress was made through many obstacles toward this goal, it
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was not finally achieved before our men returned to the U.S. and
Holland. Rev. Kishimba continues to work on this matter at the
present time hut it may be a matter of months, and could be even
years, before the final papers are signed even when all has been
presented in good order to the right people. We have learned that
we are working at this in the right and best way and that other
groups have taken up to ten years for approval. Patience is a
must.

Shipment to Zaire. Investigations showed that this has most
probably not arrived in Zaire as the ship it was supposedly on
does not stop at the port of Matadi. Where, if anywhere, it might
be, will need continued research. We simply picked the wrong ship-
per, who for all his guarantees and assurances did not know enough
about Zaire. We still expect the insurance ($10,000) on the ship-
ment to be valid.

Three entirely new congregations are being established in
Kinshasa, the capital of Zaire (about 12 million in the area). One
of these in the area of Masina is just beginning, another in Binza
is more advanced with about 89 members and one in Kingabwa was
organized and elders were ordained by our men while they were
there. The Kingabwa congregation has excellent leadership and
educated members and should continue to progress well. Rev.
Kishimba is presently contemplating a move to Kinshasa as there is
other established leadership in Lubumbashi and in Kinshasa he
would be able to work directly on government matters.

Lubumbashi continues to be the center of the ERCZ with five
congregations and a number of established leaders, including
Pastor Illunga. There are another 22 congregations in the province
of Shaba (where Lubumbashi is located). Pastor Kishimba and Elder
Shimbi both report that the churches in Shaba are all doing well.
There was and is the problem of N'kulu. an elder who was reported
to have left the ERCZ. whose salary the ZAC then halted, who then
was reported to have been falsely charged but who evidently is not
really in the ERCZ any longer after all. We have reinstated his
salary and are waiting for the Synod (our Classis) of Shaba to
decide his case and report to us.

Kananga (Kasai/Oriental province) is hard to get information
to or from because of government restrictions on travel. This area
has the fewest congregations (three) but is served by a very
stable Reformed elder, Paswa. and five other elders.

Mbuji-Mayi (Kasai/Oriental) has its own Synod (they call our
"Classis" a "Synod"), and has had ongoing problems between sup-
ported Elder Bankina and others, and has about 12 congregations in
the area. Elders Paswa and Shimibi have visited in an effort to
settle matters with some but not complete success. Elder Bankina
visited with Revs. Treick and Koerner in Kinshasa but there was
some question of his present status with the other leaders in
Mbuji-Mayi.

Other congregations appear to number at least 20, especially
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in the area of Kabinda.
Total membership in the ERCZ appears to be at least 4,000

with many thousands not yet organized into congregations even
though they are committed to the Reformed faith via radio.

Cooperative Efforts with the Dutch Reformed

The local committee for Zaire of the churches in the Gronin-
gen Synod of the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated).
we will call them by their initials "GKN (Liberated)" after this.
continues to support Pastor Illunga and is involved in communica-
tion with the Zairians and in encouraging their denomination to do
official mission work in Zaire. Dr. Kampen. who traveled to Zaire
with Rev. Treick and Rev. Koerner, is from the city of Groningen,
after which that area Synod of the GKN is named. We continue regu-
lar written and phone contact with this committee to coordinate
our efforts.

De Verre Naasten volunteer effort continues toward establish-
ing two families in the Lubumbashi area with a commitment for
three years of agricultural and medical help. Dr. Kampen was in
Zaire in the summer of 1989 to evaluate the situation for De Verre
Naasten. This was immediately before he attended our October ZAC
meeting.

The committee for contact with churches outside of the
Netherlands of the GKN (Liberated) which is responsible for their
synodical mission work is considering the placement of missionar-
ies in Zaire to train men for the ministry. The General Synod of
the GKN (Liberated), which meets once every three years, is meet-
ing this summer and we will know following that what they will do.
The RCUS should not only be aware of this but should work coopera-
tively with these brethren in this effort because it is a real
need in the ERCZ.

This same committee for contact with churches outside of the
Netherlands of the GKN (Liberated) is also interested in estab-
lishing some kind of fraternal relationship with the RCUS. No
doubt our Permanent Committee on Interchurch Relations will have a
report on developments in this direction. This development is very
important for enhancing our mutual work in Zaire.

Our present ZAC chairman, R. Grossmann, is planning to visit
the Netherlands during June and is hoping to meet with members of
the GKN (Liberated) Synod and their committee which oversees their
foreign missions efforts and their ecumenical relations.

Matters Outside of Zaire

We have received information on work in Pakistan. both evan-
gelistic and medical, which we might investigate further, from
Rev. Dennis Roe who has contacts with a non-denominational conser-
vative Presbyterian foreign mission committee.

- 42 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

We hope to have Rev. John Paul Roberts, from Edinburg. TX. at
Synod, both as one interested in joining the RCUS with his small
church, and as one involved in mission work in Mexico.

Elder Wayne Johnson (Sacramento) and others have had contacts
with reformed groups in eastern Europe. It should be of great
concern to us to help these groups remain conservative and Re-
formed.

Recommendations

1. That Synod budget the elder support as part of the Foreign
Missions budget.

2. That the Synod Diaconal Committee publish a list of works
and needs in Zaire that need support and prayer and that it coor-
dinate relations for such help between specific congregations by
keeping a list of which congregations are involved with specific
groups in Zaire.

3. That the RCUS encourage the ERCZ to hold a General Synod
meeting each year and that we budget $2,000 as help toward their
meeting expense.

4. That our ZAC request information from the Synods of Mbuji-
Mayi and Shaba on the status of Elders Bankina and N'Kulu for our
consideration in their continued support, with the proviso that
our support of these men will end of October 1, 1990. if we have
not heard from them.

5. That Synod budget $1,500 for moving expense of Rev. Ki-
shimba Kasantika from Lubumbashi to Kinshasa and $500 for Rev.
Grossmann's expenses in visiting Europe in June, 1990.

6. That the Foreign Missions budget for 1990 be adopted as
printed below.

7. That ZAC continue working on the following matters:
a. Continued cooperation with the GKN (Liberated) com-

mittee of their General Synod and of the Groningen Synod.
b. Establishing a system whereby elder support is man-

aged and distributed by the Zairians themselves (at first with the
help of westerners on the scene - for example, De Verre Naasten
people if that is possible).

c. To recommend to the ERCZ the reduction and, if possi-
ble, elimination of the work of the Committee Administrative
(which has more or less replaced the functions of their General
Synod the last couple of years).

d. To continue printing efforts, possibly by doing re-
production in Zaire of work typeset in the U.S., and to provide
video equipment for the Zairians to use U.S. produced video mater-
ials.

e. To follow up on De Verre Naasten plans for work in
Zaire by suggesting to them and soliciting here people from the
U.S. to go to Zaire to help them.

f. To seek visitors to and from the Netherlands and
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Zaire on a regular basis to keep our three churches in contact.
g. To seek gifts from our churches for construction of

church buildings in Zaire.
h. That the Foreign Missions Committee follow up devel-

opments in eastern Europe and that Rev. R. Grossmann be empowered
to bring greetings and express our denominational interest if able
to make personal contact with such brethren.

Foreign Missions Budget for 1990-91

Missions $20,000.00
Elder/Pastor support $15,000.00
Church building (outside guidelines)
Publishing/video 5.000.00

Diaconal 4,500.00
Kishimba moving 1,500.00
ERCZ Synod meeting 2,000.00
Elder/Pastor travel in Zaire 1.000.00

Committee Expense 4.000.00
Meetings, etc. 1,500.00
Contacts with GKN 500.00
Reserve for Zaire trip in 1992 2,000.00

Total $28,500.00

Financial Report for 1989-90

Missions $ 9.180.00
Committee trip to Zaire
(includes $2,300 bank deposit in Zaire)

$ 7,000.00*

Paperwork for government recognition 350.00
Elder travel in Zaire for goy. recog. 1,830.00

Diaconal 14,161.64
Elder support 12,300.00
Zaire elder travel 1,000.00
Miscellaneous 861.64

Total $23,341.64

* Does not include hotel, which was charged.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert Grossmann
Paul Treick
R. Scott Clark
Wesley Brice
Maynard Koerner

Dennis Carlson
Raymond Mettler
Thomas Mayville
Ardell Greiss
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Report on Work Done in Zaire
February 28 - March 21, 1990

For the Foreign Missions Committee and
Zaire Administration Committee

It is difficult to know just where to begin in reporting on
the work we were commissioned to perform in Zaire since there were
efforts directed in several areas. I will attempt to divide these
with some comment on each and then suggest some areas which I
believe the Synod should give attention to at its annual meeting
in 1990.

Rev. Koerner and I were accompanied by Dr. Abel Kampen from
the Netherlands. and were met in Kinshasa by Rev. Kishimba Kasan-
tika and Elder Shimbi Kitwa Kabulo (the contact man chosen by Rev.
Kayayan for "Perspective Reformee" and one of the three whose
names appear on the papers submitted to the government). These are
all fine Christian brothers with which we shared the work and
enjoyed a wonderful time of fellowship.

As a personal note, let me say this. Having been in Zaire
twice before and knowing some of the dangers and discomforts of
being there and leaving my family and the congregation in Modesto
for three weeks did not appeal to me very much. Now that I am back
I can hardly get the work there out of my mind. There is a yearn-
ing now to be there and continue with the preaching and teaching
that is so much needed and so well received. It is simply a won-
derful thing to see what our sovereign Lord is doing in the lives
of many people there. While there is great poverty and a corrupt
government, the Reformed faith is growing in its impact and influ-
ence. There is so much work to be done there. It is my fervent
hope and prayer that the people of the RCUS will, through these
reports and through their contacts by letter, hear the "Macedonian
call" that our brothers in Zaire are extending to us.

I do not want to see us simply continue as in the past, so I
can only attempt to convince the Synod that we can and should be
doing more. There is no question in my mind that the Lord has
opened a door to us to spend and he spent in this work for the
sake of His Kingdom and glory. I can only believe that we cannot
be any poorer for help we might offer. but that the Lord will
richly bless us, not so much for "our" work, but for doing "His"
work. May that burden be upon the hearts of every delegate to
Synod who will set the bounds of our involvement, and even more so
upon the hearts of every member of the RCUS in terms of their
support in prayer and gifts.

Some have commented that when we began this work we were only
going to be "sponsors" and "advisors," but not get involved in
actual mission work. That may have been our initial impression,
but since then we have seen that change. We will be greatly remiss
in carrying out the mandate of our Savior to go and teach all
nations and baptize them in the Name of the Triune God if we do
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not zealously and joyfully help in whatever way we are able to see
Christ's Church established for the gathering of His chosen ones
and as a witness to His saving grace and power. In many ways the
people of Zaire are "babes" in the faith who are begging even for
the crumbs that fall from the Master's table. And at the same time
they put us to shame with the maturity of their self-sacrifice and
commitment to the faith which we and they love so dearly.

Work with the Reformed Church Liberated of the Netherlands

We cannot consider the work in Zaire solely from our own
viewpoint, as the Reformed Church Liberated of the Netherlands is
very much, if not more, involved in the work there at this time.
They have now made three lengthy stays in Zaire to assess the
situation with the church and where they might be of assistance.
It should be said that thus far our joint efforts have been very
open and cordial. I believe that our association with the Dutch
brothers will be quite beneficial to the ERCZ. They have greater
resources than we have in terms of finances, organization, and
manpower. While there are differences in some doctrinal areas,
these are not of such significance as to hinder our joint coopera-
tion. They also have a number of differences in the concept of the
government of the church and their view of the "Holy Catholic
Church." While these exist, I cannot detect any reluctance to work
fully with the RCUS.

THE DUTCH INVOLVEMENT - In terms of their plans, there are
two things that stand out, their first plan which is already un-
derway to have a group called "De Verre Naasten" (translated: "Our
Distant Neighbors"), and the second is establishing a seminary.
The seminary would fall under the work of their Synod and De Verre
Naasten is independent of Synod and exists as a group within the
body of churches. While they see the mission of the church (local
church) as proclaiming the gospel, it is also emphatically stres-
sed that believers have the task of showing mercy and kindness.
This is primarily a diaconal ministry which falls more closely
under the "cultural mandate." While they divide the evangelical
and cultural mandate, they nevertheless are engaged in both. De
Verre Naasten is located in several countries throughout the
world, usually in conjunction with their mission works. There are
some thirty full-time workers in this organization. Plans to lo-
cate two families for three years in the Shaba (Lubumbashi area)
are firming up. By fall of this year this should be in place. They
intend to work primarily in the area of agriculture, showing how
to raise crops and gardens in an area that is available for this.
They might also engage in other non-agricultural pursuits, such as
building construction. These might be good areas for us to cooper-
ate with in the future.

It would be good if we could be active participants in this.
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Several RCUS people have indicated a desire to work on the field
for a limited time. I would like to see us get an agreement with
the Dutch so that our people could spend periods of time in a
hands-on operation (much like such groups as New Tribes now does).
The fear expressed by the Dutch is that the language would be a
barrier for our people. However, they have indicated that they
might be open to our suggestion of "short-stay helpers." What a
blessing this would be for our people if they could actually get
personally involved in this way!

SEMINARY - The Reformed Church Liberated of the Netherlands
also has plans to begin a seminary in the Lubumbashi area perhaps
by this coming fall. They have two men who would be full-time
professors with some visiting professors coming from time to time.
This study would be conducted in the French language. I am not
sure how we might offer our assistance in this area, but I feel it
is important that we have an active part in this.

One area that we can pursue in this regard is in the video-
tape ministry that we have proposed some time ago and which never
materialized beyond the planning stage. More about this later.

There certainly is a crying need for ordained ministers in
the church in Zaire. This is due to the great distances between
some of the congregations and the terrible travel conditions. If
we are to provide proper instruction and the sacraments it is
important that there be trained ministers.

Both of these efforts are very significant for the life of
the church. We should therefore make every effort to keep abreast
of what they are doing and seek out areas where we might become
very directly involved.

It was a pleasure to spend some time on the way to Zaire
visiting with Rev. Kooy, Dr. Kwakkel, and Dr. Abel Kampen (who
accompanied us) at the home of the Kooys who met us at the airport
in Brussels and drove us to Holland. There we discussed some of
the short- and long-range plans for Zaire.

Abel Kampen was a most interesting and capable helper for us
in Zaire as he was able both to translate and add to our knowledge
from the extensive trip he had made to Zaire in 1989. We found him
to be a real brother in the Lord who is committed to the Reformed
faith and the work in Zaire. He has the distinction of joining us
in having a record with the police as we were apprehended one day
and had to pay a $100 fine for walking on the sidewalk of the
French embassy. To top it off Kampen forgot to take his passport
with him which gave the soldiers a free opportunity for some
money.

Dr. Kampen had planned to go to Lubumbashi to do some plan-
ning for De Verre Naasten, but he received word that his mother-
in-law was very ill and so he left Zaire when we did and returned
to Holland.
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Rev. Aaron Kayayan and the Ministry of "Perspective Reformee"

Rev. Kayayan and his radio ministry is still the key factor
in the assembling of congregations in Zaire. His radio program is
able to reach people in remote villages and places where we are
not able or allowed to travel. God has richly blessed this minis-
try and we thank God for the good Reformed teaching that he is
bringing to millions on a daily basis. Presently he is going
through the creeds on a regular basis. He has finished a course on
the Heidelberg Catechism and is now doing the Belgic Confession of
Faith.

While we may have differences with Rev. Kayayan as to the
mechanics of doing the work in Zaire, there is no doubt that God
has gathered His people through this radio ministry. In some
areas, the people have never seen a white man, but they know the
Reformed faith through the radio and published materials of "Per-
spective Reformee" alone. It does not cease to amaze me how many
people that we begin talking with have heard of the Reformed
Church alone through this radio broadcast.

If there is an area that we might assist in this, it would be
to buy radio time on a local station in Kinshasa (or Lubumbashi)
for "Perspective Reformee."

The Areas of Our Work Outlined

We could divide the work of our recent trip to Zaire into
three primary categories: working for the government recognition
of the ERCZ; finding the shipment of goods that appears to be
lost: and teaching the elders and members in Kinshasa which re-
sulted in the establishment of the first Kinshasa congregation.

Government Recognition

This is an extremely complicated matter to report on. The
whole process is characterized by inept and greedy government
officials, and a total uncertainty as to what they might or might
not do at any given time. I believe that this effort which we made
was the most important for the overall life of the church. Every-
one we spoke to expressed the concern for government recognition
as being very crucial for the ongoing work of the ERCZ. They were
likewise rather pessimistic that the government would act very
rapidly in bringing this to pass.

Rev. Kishimba Kasantika had done a great deal of work by the
time we arrived in preparing the very extensive dossier required
by the government. Since our papers were first filed in 1984 and
refiled in 1986 there have been new requirements made by the gov-
ernment. Some of these were difficult to achieve, but we managed
to meet ALL that was required. Kishimba is a key man in this ef-
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fort since he is the "legal representative." For this reason we
had some very tense days after Kishimba was involved in a accident
in a taxi while running errands for us. A cement block fell off a
passing truck, went through the taxi windshield, and struck Ki-
shimba who was in the front seat. It struck him on the side of his
face and then on his right shoulder. He was hospitalized to stitch
his face and to fix his teeth (one out and four broken). X-rays
showed no broken bones! In three days he was back at work, with
headaches and sore. Without him, the process with the government
would come to a halt. This act of God humbled us to rely on His
grace and guidance in this matter.

Mobutu, the strong-man dictator, had cut all government em-
ployees salaries in half in order to fund roads and schools. This
meant that in order to see anyone in this most confusing bureau-
cratic labyrinth we would have to pay a "fee" (Fr. "pourvoir,"
Engl. "bribe") just to get an appointment to see these men. There
were no bribes for actual approvals, but just to get them to read
the papers. What could take months or even years was cut down to
days. Such fees are simply a way of life in Zaire.

The government, with 45% inflation, had increased the amount
of money needed in the bank to 1,000,000 Zaires ($2,300). It took
a full week to open a new bank account in order to deposit this
money. The old account still had the 100,000Z in it, but the Lu-
bumbashi church had used the interest. The original amount of
$2,300 deposited in 1984 was now worth $200. We kept that account
as an open account so we could use it if we send money to Zaire.
The new account is a blocked account requiring both Kishimba's and
my signature to remove any money.

The other obstacle to the full dossier was naturalization
papers for Kishimba. Since they keep no records of births in
Zaire, it is on a "whim" alone that someone will give papers stat-
ing that Kishimba is a Zairian citizen. Other papers were from a
psychiatrist and from the police stating that Kishimba was of
sound mind and never engaged in any revolutionary activities.

We had to go back to the first director twice. The first time
he wanted us to put in writing the actual differences between the
ERCZ's definition of Calvinism and the Reformed faith since he
said others also claimed to be Reformed Calvinists in Zaire. We
spent some time outlining these distinctives, typing them up, and
bringing them back for approval. After the first meeting, it was
clear that it would be better if Kishimba and Elder Shimbi went
alone to these offices since they saw us a source of bribe money.

The first director signed a letter stating that all was in
order and passed them on to the next level of bureaucracy. This
was a good sign. We went to see the Minister of Justice twice, but
he was not seeing anyone. We did manage to get an appointment for
March 29 for Kishimba. We had earlier gone to the U.S. consul to
see if the U.S. ambassador would be willing to help us. He took
our authorization papers and said that he would meet with the
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Justice Minister personally to speak about the ERCZ by name as
well as other churches. This was as good as we could expect, but
we were warned that this sort of pressure can sometimes have a
negative impact on Zairian officials. We are not aware of the
results of this help at this time. However, indications are that
the Justice Minister will sign our application. If so, it goes
through some more deputies until it finally lands on Mobutu's
desk. Kishimba volunteered to stay in Kinshasa for another three
weeks (despite the fact that his wife is to have a baby any day)
so each day he can make contact with these offices to see if it
has moved yet. Once Mobutu gets it, it still could be months
if/until he signs it.

We should make this a matter of prayer that God would inter-
vene in this matter to move the powers-that-be to allow His church
to freely worship and spread the Reformed gospel. I believe we
have reason to be encouraged and somewhat optimistic about this,
but the government there is very unpredictable. We have good men
in Kinshasa who can serve to follow up if necessary after Kishimba
must leave for Lubumbashi.

The Shipment of Goods

We made all the efforts we could to see if our shipping con-
tainer might possibly be in Kinshasa or Matadi. Normally shipping
goes through the port of Matadi. One of the Kinshasa elders has an
uncle who is the chief customs officer in Matadi. Providentially,
he was in Kinshasa while we were there. He informed us that the
ship our goods were supposed to be on does not come to Matadi and
that our goods were definitely not in Matadi. That was a relief
since we were contemplating making a very dangerous trip of 330km
to Matadi. We were warned against this by many as the roads are
very bad and thieves regularly attack travelers along the road.

We then began checking in Kinshasa ports, but none of the
shipping companies seemed to know anything about this. It appears
that the fault lies primarily with the shipping company here in
the States. There is very poor information on the shipping in-
voices. Some of the members in Kinshasa will pursue the search,
but one agency told us that the shipment is still in Antwerp! We
doubt this after three years have gone by.

The result of our discussion with the church members in this
area did give us some new insights. They feel that the shipment of
clothing is not the most cost-effective since there are a number
of missionary agencies that have clothing available for them. Also
in the matter of publishing books for them, they suggested that we
set the type here and mail them a copy to take to a printer in
Zaire. This would cut out the shipping costs and the danger of
losing it all in the end. We will pursue this avenue to see if
they are able to do it.

We also have been in contact with another shipping company
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from New York that is supposedly more reliable, called SCAC (in
Zaire Sacopao). They have agencies in all the major cities where
we have churches. We visited their office in Kinshasa to get more
details. This seems to be the best way to go in the future. They
are more costly, but if it makes it there it is a lot cheaper.

Instruction and Establishment of the
Kingabwa Congregation in Kinshasa

During our trip to Kinshasa in 1986 we met with a very small
group of men who were interested in establishing a Reformed church
in the city of Kinshasa. It appeared somewhat uncertain and loose-
ly organized. What a pleasant surprise, when in 1990 we found two
sizeable congregations who are regularly worshiping together and
are studying the Heidelberg Catechism every week. Kinshasa is not
only the capitol city of Zaire and the center for many things, but
it is a very large city and growing rapidly. The population of the
city proper is three million. But when the surrounding suburbs are
counted the size is twelve million! It is our hope that there will
be very many new congregations formed here in the future, espe-
cially if the government legalizes the church so they can openly
advertise their presence.

There are actually three groups which have begun in Kinshasa
in the regions of Kingabwa, Banza (N'galiema). and Masina. These
groups had "leaders" but no elders as yet. The Masina group had
just begun and when we were there they joined the Binza group for
worship.

We had prepared lectures to give to the membership and also
to instruct the leaders who might become elders later. The great
distances between the congregations did not allow us to hold many
meetings since the foot travel to a central point was very great
indeed. Some of the working men were not able to be present during
the week, so we held two Saturday sessions from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
In these we addressed the general membership on the office of
believer and on unity in the church. I used a portion of an out-
line that I had prepared in a workbook. A time for questions was
given so they could address concerns apart from that which we
covered. These meetings were held in the eating area of the Pro-
testant Center at which Kishimba and Shimbi were staying.

On two other occasions we met with four of the leaders whom
we intended to instruct in preparation for eldership. Here we
dealt with the qualifications and duties of elders as well as a
class in the main tenets of Reformed doctrine and practice. It was
quite apparent that the two men from the Kingabwa congregation
were quite mature in the Reformed faith, but that the two from
Binza were not yet ready for ordination. After discussion with
Kishimba and Shimbi it was agreed that these two men from Kingabwa
should be ordained so that this seed congregation could function
to help others be established in the future.
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KINGABWA - This congregation is a real encouragement. There
are a great number of talented and dedicated people in this con-
gregation. Unlike the other congregations we have seen from other
areas, this congregation abounds with teachers and people in pro-
fessions. None of them are rich, as the average salary for a
teacher is very low in Zaire. However, we were pleasantly sur-
prised to find one member (salesman for a heavy equipment company)
with a car! I believe this congregation will serve a very impor-
tant role and become the hub of the work done in Kinshasa.

N'tita Tshisungu was ordained as elder on March 18. He was
well trained by Paswa in Kananga where he lived for some time.
Here he worked with Paswa to translate the Book of Discipline, the
Confession of New Rochelle, and the Heidelberg Catechism into the
Tshiluba language. These we have already printed. He has also
translated other materials that we have been working to print,
N'tita was a school headmaster in Kananga and moved to Kinshasa to
teach mathematics to middle school children. His wife is also
trained as a math teacher. but is not teaching at this time.

N'tita is a very good singer and is in the process of teach-
ing the congregation how to sing better. especially he is teaching
them to sing the French Psalms each Sunday before the worship
service. They have no musical instruments and no notes printed, so
it must all be done by memory. And they sing beautifully! He also
conducts catechism classes for the congregation in Binza every
week. It takes many hours to take the bus and costs him $2.00 for
bus fare. While we were there he conducted • the first worship ser-
vices and Kishimba preached. N'tita is a hard worker and has a
great desire to learn English better. He has asked for financial
help to attend English classes. This would cost $300 and might be
a very good investment for us to consider.

Tshibangu Baswa Kundowa was also ordained as an elder on
March 18. He impressed us as a leader with great potential for the
church. He is a physics professor at the University in Kinshasa.
He speaks English in addition to French and Tshiluba. (He is orig-
inally from the Kasai region.) He has been tutored in reformed
theology by N'tita Tshisungu. He did most of the translating from
French to English and English to French. He has also held some
classes in Kinshasa to teach English to the members of the congre-
gation.

The congregation presently worships in Tshibangu's garage.
His house was given to him by his uncle (customs officer in
Matadi). At this time the garage is filled and overflowing, so it
will be necessary to find a larger place very soon.

The Kingabwa congregation is the first established for the
Kinshasa region. Until two others are formed they will be under
the Synod of Lubumbashi. We felt that it was extremely important
that this work be begun in Kinshasa because of its maturity and
its vital location for us in shipping and work with the government
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in Zaire.

BINZA - This is a congregation of some 89 people. This con-
gregation does not have any building and worships in the back yard
of N'gandu Malonga. This is not ideal as there are many distrac-
tions there, not to mention the rain. The two men they have chosen
to be leaders are N'gandu Malonga and N'zembele Kakengi.

N'gandu had been an ordained "pastor" at one time in some
independent church. He has the abilities to lead (and does lead in
the worship). However, he was still uninstructed in many areas of
Reformed doctrine and practice. We felt that he was not ready for
ordination as an elder in the Reformed church. He desires to be a
pastor and may one day serve in that capacity. Kishimba did a good
job explaining this to him when we told him that we would not be
ordaining him at this time. A Reformed pastor must engage in in-
tensive study and submit to an examination that is more stringent
than that of an elder. He appeared to accept this well.

There is another man who is being considered for elder. He is
N'zembele Kakengi. He is a young man and is still studying the
Reformed creeds at this time. He has potential, but still needs
quite a bit of instruction before being ordained. He is the man
who does the translating from French to Lingala (native language
of the Kinshasa area). The rapidity with which he translates is
amazing.

I believe of all we did in Kinshasa on this trip, the work we
did among the members of these congregations was the most encour-
aging. If it is the Lord's plan. we may see great things happening

Kinshasa in the future.
While we were discussing the situation in Kinshasa, Kishimba

indicated that he had been considering for some time a move to
Kinshasa and he has made up his mind that he will make this move
in the very near future. This will mean that an ordained minister
will be able to instruct and serve this area, a very important
step! Kishimba has been encouraged by many of us to make this
move, and we are pleased that he feels called to do so. We will
have to help him with the costs of this (plane fare and shipping
his belongings). No details are available as yet, but should be
forthcoming. There is another minister, Illunga N'tala in Lubum-
bashi (supported by the Dutch church). He is an extremely capable
leader and can handle the situation there in the absence of
Kishimba.

Other Congregations in Zaire

LUBUMBASHI - Lubumbashi is still regarded as the center of
the ERCZ work. The elders here have been serving for some time and
the congregations are well established. I believe there are now
two church buildings here. There are presently five congregations
in the immediate Lubumbashi area. The two pastors are present here
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as well. In addition, there are 22 established (with elders) con-
gregations in the cities of the Shaba province. However, there are
many more congregations in this area that are not yet organized.
but are gathering for worship regularly. These are formed as a
result of the radio ministry of Rev. Kayayan. The men from the
Netherlands (Kampen and Kwakkel) traveled as far as they could in
1989 to more remote regions to locate other congregations. Travel
is extremely difficult in Zaire so they figure they only reached
about 25% of the area. But they estimated that they saw at least
25.000 Reformed believers and that there likely are very many more
(estimates as high as 100,000) in that area of Zaire alone. Letter
contacts with Rev. Kayayan indicate a wide area of influence.

There have been some questions regarding the status of one of
our supported elders, N'kulu. At one time we heard he had left the
church, so we dropped support of him. Then another report contra-
dicted this, and we thought perhaps we were premature and rein-
stated his support. It does in fact appear that he may have left
the ERCZ. We have instructed the Synod of Lubumbashi to send us an
official letter stating where he stands in regard to the church
and our support of him will follow their recommendation. It is
difficult for us to get accurate information, as it often comes
from individuals rather than from the Synod itself. More and more
we are impressing upon the church that all requests and official
information must come from the Synod alone.

Kishimba and Shimbi both reported that the church is doing
very well in the Shaba region. For this we are very thankful.

KASAI, OCCIDENTAL AND ORIENTAL - The Kasai region is a very
difficult one to assess since to date none but the Zairians have
been able to get visas to travel extensively in this area. This is
due to the high security the government imposes because of the
mining operations and the possibility of theft.

In 1989. Abel Kampen tried to go to Kananga, but the plane
ended up in Mbuji Mayi. He was immediately arrested and told he
must leave town immediately since his visa was no good in that
city. He had to take the "fula-fula" (an impossibly crowed van)
for the 60 miles to Kananga where he did meet with Paswa.

KANGANGA (KASAI OCCIDENTAL) - This is the area with the few-
est congregations. Paswa has been a supported elder there since
1984 and a solid man. There are three congregations with six
elders. One congregation served by Paswa is in the center of
Kananga and two are outside the city at some distance. Shimbi
reports that there may be more congregations in outlying regions
based on the letters he receives from the radio broadcasts.

Kishimba and Shimbi also report that the church is doing well
in this area, but the information is scanty. Paswa did not make it
to meet with us in Kinshasa. We will be sending a firm request to
Paswa to give us a detailed report on membership, etc.
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MBUJI MAYI (KASAI ORIENTAL) - Elder Kabongo Bankina met us in
Kinshasa while were were there. We had meetings with him to get
information about the number of congregations there. He gave us a
list of the membership, the elders, and the locations.

The question that overshadowed our meetings with Bankina was
his own status. He had been removed as elder by Kishimba at one
point because of various accusations against him. At the ZAC meet-
ing in Chicago we told Kishimba that he could not do this as the
procedure was improper. The Administrative Committee in Lubumbashi
agreed and he was reinstated. However. the question remains as to
whether the Synod of Mbuji Mayi has in fact reinstated him.
Bankina gave us a detailed and flattering letter which stated that
he was sent to us by the Synod of Mbuji Mayi, but Kishimba and
Shimbi doubted the validity of the letter and the signatures.
Since there was this doubt, we did not allow him to participate in
the ordination of the elders in Kinshasa until we had received
confirmation of his standing from the Synod of Mbuji Mayi itself.

Kishimba and Shimbi affirmed that the congregations Bankina
listed for us were there, so the count is accurate. There are six
congregations in the city of Mbuji Mayi and at least six congrega-
tions in the surrounding areas. These are at a great distance from
the city and difficult to reach. We have addresses and will at-
tempt to contact them by letter. More importantly, we are request-
ing that Illunga N'tala go to Mbuji Mayi as soon as possible to
meet with each congregation and send a detailed report back. The
Dutch brothers had already paid him to make this trip. It is a
very difficult one, with many physical dangers so Illunga has
hesitated to do it. We are making this request of him again.

In addition to these established congregations. there is word
that some twenty congregations have been contacted in the area of
Kabinda. At least one congregation exists in the city of Sentery
where Illung's brother was serving. He has recently died and the
disposition of the congregation there is not known at this time.

KINSHASA - As reported there is now one congregation with a
membership of about 65. The Binza congregation is about 89 in
number. We gave Kishimba living expenses for another three weeks
in Kinshasa. He will be visiting the Justice Department every day
while he is there. In addition, he will be instructing people for
membership in the churches there and instructing parents prior to
baptizing their children. There are a good number of adults and
children who need to be baptized. We also brought communion cups
to him so he could serve the Lord's Supper in Kingabwa while he is
there.

The total number of members who are in established congrega-
tions is conservatively estimated at 4,000. This does not include
the vast number of groups that are not yet organized or a part of
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the ERCZ but are committed to the Reformed faith. This will be the
task for the future - to contact. instruct, and incorporate them
into the ERCZ.

Regardless of what we may like to think and in spite of all
the instruction and warnings we have given to the church regarding
"tribalism," this situation still exists as it has for many cen-
turies. While I believe there is much less of this in the church
than in society in general, it nevertheless still exists. And
there is a great difference of attitude among different tribes. We
must understand that while French is the official language of the
country of Zaire, there are some 40,000 tribes, each with their
own African dialect. Basically, the country is divided up into the
basic language groups of Swahili and some Kiluba (in the Shaba),
Tshiluba (in both Kasai regions), and Lingala (in Kinshasa). Other
major languages are in the remote areas. The languages serve to
separate groups from each other somewhat, and they definitely keep
the groups together in a common bond.

The language barriers are not the most difficult to overcome
since French is pretty much of a common denominator. Tribalism may
not be that simple. We can only hope that in time this will dimin-
ish in the church as the fruits of the gospel mature, for the sake
of greater unity and cooperation.

I thank the Synod for the opportunity to work in Zaire once
again. It is an uplifting experience in many ways. and at the same
time I feel the burden of the awesome responsibility that we have
embarked on. I trust all our members are in prayer for the Eglise
Reformee Confessante au Zaire and for the members of our' 'Synod's
committees who are doing their best in a very difficult situation.
What drives us on and makes all our efforts more than worth it is
to see the fruits of God's grace in the faces of our Christian
friends in Zaire. They keep telling us how much encouragement our
help is to them in their daily struggles. But actually they are
even more of an encouragement to us to continue on with ever
greater zeal knowing that the seed of the gospel is taking root
and bearing much fruit for the glory of our Covenant God. full
proof that our labors are never in vain in the Lord.

Recommendations to the FMC and ZAC for
Presentation to the Synod

During our stay several areas of concern were discussed by
Rev. Koerner and myself with Dr. Kampen of the Netherlands. The
following is my assessment of those discussions and items that I
believe we should give serious consideration to and bring the
results before the Synod for action.

Overall, if we are going to be serious in our efforts in
Zaire, we will need to establish a realistic budget. While it is
true that many individuals and congregations are supporters of
elders in Zaire, this has been done on a voluntary basis, thus
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leaving others to determine for themselves whether they care to
engage in foreign mission work. I believe that the 1989 Synod's
establishment of a $1.05 Guideline for Foreign Missions was unfor-
tunate. We depleted the funds that were there, but did not lay a
foundation for any further work. Certainly our people should bear
more of a corporate responsibility in foreign missions than the
cost of a Big Mac.

I believe that the willingness of the members of the RCUS for
the support of foreign missions is generally there. We may have
been remiss in not giving them a more definite outline of what we
should and could be doing and including this in the budget. Let me
suggest the following.

1. Elder Support - I think this should be placed in the bud-
get as part of the Guideline. I see nothing wrong with budgeting
for one additional elder to be added during the year if that situ-
ation should arise. I have heard from some congregations that they
are confused as to whom they are actually supporting, or whether a
certain individual is still being supported. The personal contact
between the congregations and the churches (or elders) in Zaire is
good. We must encourage more of this. We can do this by publishing
a list of names and addresses which could be divided up by the
congregations. It is a real joy for the people in Zaire to hear
from us. We heard comments from one congregation regarding the
letter sent by the Sunday School class of Artas/Herreid.

Also we should let congregations know of the specific areas
where their prayers and help might he needed. If we are going to
have individual congregations help. why don't we present to them.
through the ZAC or FMC some specific area. Here are some examples:
$300 for N'tita to study English: an eye examination. glasses. and
malaria medicine for Shimbi: pay for the cost of some hand tools
or other items for agriculture being promoted by De Verre Naasten:
and take up collections for special shipments to Zaire.

2. Distribution of Elder Support - I think that this money
should be sent to the Synods in Zaire to distribute. Perhaps we
could allow the Dutch brothers who are in Zaire to oversee some of
this at least at the beginning. It would be better if we would
send the money to the Synods with the directive as to whom we feel
should receive it. They might give us suggestions as to elders
worthy of support. Our members should understand that these elders
function in much the same way as a full-time minister, with the
exception of not being able to perform the strictly ministerial
functions.

Likewise, the actual amounts might be better designated. For
example, of the $150 per month that we give for elder support we
should designate an amount like $80 to the elder for his personal
support, $20 a month for his travel expenses, and $50 a month
toward the rental or purchase of a building for use in worship
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services. There should be a quarterly report (financial and other-
wise) sent to us by the elder signed also by his consistory.

We decided in Chicago that we would rotate the support of
elders and/or pastors from year to year with the Dutch church. We
need to lay out a specific plan for this. They welcome the idea,
and it will serve to give greater unity in the minds of the Zair-
ians if we do this, so some do not think they are working for us
and some for the Dutch church.

3. I believe the Administratif Committee in Lubumbashi should
he dissolved. This committee appears to operate as a "General
Synod." and then only within one area. I think it has served its
purpose, but it is overall a poor example of Reformed church gov-
ernment. The Synods ought to act as synod. This committee is too
much like a hierarchy which is a cause for some of the friction
among congregations and synods. If it is necessary that such a
committee be present, then each Synod can appoint such a committee
within its bounds to serve that Synod. And it is a prerogative of
the General Synod to appoint such a committee if it deems wise. I
believe we should recommend to the ERCZ that this present commit-
tee be now abandoned, the reasons stated, and the alternatives
suggested.

4. We should call for a General Synod to meet each year at a
specified time. They have not been meeting perhaps because of the
cost or perhaps because of some jealousy among the Synods. I be-
lieve we should budget money sufficient to send up to and no more
than five delegates chosen by and from each Synod. We should try
to share this expense with the church in Holland. As I see the
situation, without a General Synod, it appears that we have the
ERCZ operating much like separate denominations, without proper
unity and authority.

5. Our budget should include enough money to construct one
church building a year. This costs about $2,500 to $3,000 a year.
Surely we could do more than one a year. but maybe we can start
with one. This is an important area of concern. This amount would
require that the local people make the blocks and construct most
of it themselves. The money would be primarily for trusses and the
metal roof. Maybe De Verre Naasten could provide some oversight to
see that this is done properly. The church in Kinshasa. while
young, is in need of a building now and because of its vital loca-
tion and possibility for growth, might be a starting point. It
could be that they are able to buy a building and remodel it.
Without our support the people just don't have the means to do
this.

6. We need to budget money for printing of materials. The
Zairians have suggested that we might just do the typesetting here
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and mail them a print-ready copy. They say they can get it done
there and avoid the time delay and the possibility of shipping
loss by doing the work in Zaire. We heartily agreed and think this
is the best way to go. We will have to have them get estimates and
pay the bill. This will be more cost-effective than what we are
doing now.

7. Many of the brethren expressed the desire for video equip-
ment for instruction. We began this some years ago and the tapes
that were promised did not come through. However, Rev. Kayayan has
been producing tapes and there are other instruction tapes (from
Westminster, MARS, and other places). They cannot play Kayayan's
tapes because of the 50-cycle problem. We have overcome that, I
believe, by converting 220V to DC and running the tape player and
monitor on DC. This way the cycles do not matter. I think that the
cost of each total unit is less than $1.500 at last pricing by
Elder Tom Stewart who worked this out. It is better to go the DC
route since tapes from Europe or America can be used in one sys-
tem. We should have four such systems at least (Kinshasa. Shaba.
East and West Kasai).

8. We must instruct the Synods of Mbjui-Mayi (East Kasai) and
of Shaba to inform us as soon as possible regarding the elder
status of Bankina and N'kulu. If they are no longer elders in good
standing we should stop their support and possibly ask the Synods
for the name of another elder who might take their place and sup-
port them according to the suggestions in #2 above.

9. We should be in contact with De Verre Naasten to see if
there is a possibility of having some of our people travel to
Zaire to help with some of the diaconal projects that are going on
there. Any travel there should be for a least one month to be
worth it. I propose that we do this much like New Tribes and other
such groups. The expenses of travel to and from the field are paid
by the individuals themselves (perhaps their congregations could
help), and the housing and expense on the field is borne by the
church.

10. In connection with the above, we should seek cooperation
from the Dutch brethren to look into the purchase of a building
that can serve a multi-purpose use - as a living quarters for
people visiting there (such as our committee members, etc.) and a
place for storage and even for classes. Kishimba mentioned an
abandoned hotel that was for sale for about $100.000 and would
have room for a number of people to live in as well as have rooms
for various uses. This may be too much expense, but something of
that sort a bit smaller would be very helpful and cheaper than the
hotel costs we now pay for.
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11. We should continue close cooperation and interchange of
information with the Reformed Church Liberated of the Netherlands.
We should not be engaging in separate endeavors without a total
openness. They are likely opening a seminary in Lubumbashi in the
near future. I believe that we should be very close to that work
and perhaps have visiting lecturers there or send video tapes of
courses.

12. We should make plans to send someone from the ZAC to
Zaire at least every two years.

13. It has been my dream. maybe unwise or unrealistic, to
bring one of the Zairians to the United States for a short time to
speak to our people (such as at a Synod or at a family conven-
tion). I am not sure all of our doubts about them wanting to stay,
etc. are all that well founded. The Dutch church has done this and
it has not backfired. What a tremendous boost this would give our
people if we could just talk with one of the members there. I
believe that the video tape of our fraternal greetings is a step
in the right direction.

14. We should also see about getting someone from the church
in the Netherlands to speak to us from time to time (every other
year?). If fraternal relations are established, this might become
more realistic. It would be good if we are to continue the cooper-
ative efforts in Zaire. if we had a more formal (fraternal) rela-
tionship with them. Our Interchurch Relations Committee should be
actively pursuing this and come to Synod with a recommendation.

15. We will have to budget money to move Kishimba to Kinshasa
during the next year. The cost of this is unknown. A ticket one
way should be about t330 per adult and half price for children
(four now and one on the way). The shipping costs will have to be
made known to us. Kishimba will have to sell his house before
leaving and make arrangements for housing upon arrival. This cost
is unknown, but may not he a major factor. It is important to have
him there. for the good of the church as well as for the further
contact with the government in the next months if that is neces-
sary.

These are some of the thoughts and ideas that have come to me
as a result of my recent experience. I realize I have not placed a
dollar value on all these areas - something which the FMC in con-
cert with the Diaconal Committee (ZAC) must do.

Respectfully,
Rev. Paul H. Treick
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Zaire Expenses
February 28 - March 21, 1990

The following is a listing of expenses while in Zaire. A
total of $7,000 was our working cash advance. Rev. Koerner had
$4,000; Rev. Treick had $3,000 ($2,000 from Synod funds and $1,000
from a private donation for Zaire). The exchange rate was an aver-
age of 490Z per $1.00.

Cash Advance	 $7.000.00

Expenses
1. Transportation

a. Amiza on arrival	 47,000Z
b. Luggage retrieval (Koerner) 5.000Z
c. Amiza on leaving	 44.200Z
d. Taxi costs	 30.500Z

Total transportation	 126,700Z $ 254.28
2. Food, water, grocery items	 52.505Z	 107.15
3. Government fees: Justice Dept. & Naturalization
4. Bank deposit for the ERCZ

1.053.00
2.300.00

5. Telegrams 40.00
6. Maps (regional and national) 	 33.000Z 67.34
7. Kishimba's hospital & dental expense

(from accident)	 145.000Z 296.00
8. Room and food for Kishimba and Shimbi 1,666.33
9. Photocopying. 10.00

10. Tips and miscellaneous 59.90
Total expenses $5.854.00

Balance $1,146.00

Balance disposition
1. Expenses in Modesto	 $ 706.84
2. In Rev. Koerner's account (before personal exp.) 	 250.00
3. Amount returned by Rev. Treick to Synod account  189.16 

Total	 $1,146.00

Hotel and some food expenses for Treick and Koerner are not
reflected here as they were charged on American Express (better
exchange rate) and are not available at this time. This account
shows only the cash expenditures.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul H. Treick
Maynard Koerner
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Rev. Paul. Treick Expenses

Beginning Balance
($2.000 Synod funds: $1.000 private donation)

Expenses Prior to Leaving for Zaire
1. Medical (cholera, typhoid. hepatitis,

$3.000.00

malaria, dysentery, antibiotics) $ 59.94
2. Visa for Zaire (fee, photos,

mailing, visa service) 95.01
3. Telephone 25.54
4. Film (not including developing) 23.35
5. Converter and plugs 21.78
6. Mosquito netting 5.74
7. Printing (200 copies Confession of

New Rochelle in Tshiluba: 25 copies of
outline on the Doctrine of the Church) 130.48

8. Pulpit supply for Modesto 345.00
Total $	 706.84

Expenses for Work in Zaire $2,103.94

Balance Unspent and Returned to Synodical Funds $	 189.16

Respectfully submitted,
Paul H. Treick
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VIII.G. HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Missions
Committee.]

February 27, 1990

To the Honorable Synod, Reformed Church in the United States

Brothers:

Your SHMC met at Sioux Falls, SD, on January 27-31, 1990.
Your committee met with the home missionaries, considered SHMC
business and did the work of the Committee on Evangelism. All
members of the committee were present. The little flock of Sioux
Falls housed most of the delegates and missionaries. The Garner,
IA, congregation paid for the meeting place and the noon meals. We
extend our thank you to both congregations for their hospitality
and contribution.

With thankful hearts to our Sovereign God, we do report that
the news from our three mission works is very good, indeed. Please
read this edited report from Pastor Paul Treick on your work in
the Modesto/Riverbank area, with special note of their special
need of prayer and a suitable place for conducting worship ser-
vices, Bible studies and fellowship meetings. Pastor Treick
reports:

* * * * *

Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto, California
Dear Brothers in Christ,

In a report such as this we can give an overview of where we
have been, where we are, and where, by the grace of God, we hope
to go. We can report what we observe outwardly, but I should
hasten to point out that it is difficult to accurately portray the
daily inward struggles that go on in the lives of the members and
in the church as a whole. Yet our Lord knows this better than all
of us. I would hope that what He says to the church at Philadel-
phia is also true of our small work in Modesto and Riverbank - "I
know your deeds, See, I have placed before you an open door that
no one can shut. I know that you have little strength. yet you
have kept my word and have not denied my name. I am coming soon,
Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown"
(Rev. 3:8,11).

The area of greatest joy to me is that the preaching and
teaching of the gospel is well received by the people. They are
attentive and most are busy reading and studying the Bible and
other theological books on their own.

God has been pleased to increase His flock here with the
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addition of twenty new souls. We have some prospects for more
joining, but perhaps less at this time than last year. Much time
was spent last year in membership instruction. The length of that
instruction was determined by the maturity in the faith and the
background of the individuals. The elders examine each person
prior to making a decision to allow anyone to join the church.

The majority of the new members have come as a result of
personal contacts. One couple sought us out only by hearing about
us from people who were not members. I believe our members are
zealous and capable and do speak about their faith and the
Reformed Church. We spent most of the year in one of our Bible
studies examining and defining the doctrine of the church. I feel
that there is a strong need for this in a mission work, where
people carry with them a lot of baggage and ideas about the church
and its government, that is less than Reformed. I believe that
this has been helpful to the membership.

Our Consistory and Spiritual Council each hold separate
monthly meetings. We have men who are doing a good job and are a
great help to their pastor. We have only one deacon at this time,
but have plans to add another in 1991. He has a busy job sorting
through requests for financial help and giving counseling in these
matters. Two items of note this year were an offering for Earth-
quake Relief which went to Santa Cruz (through the OPC there), and
the Ministerial Aid Fund. We took an offering for Ministerial Aid
and committed $50 a month from our Deacon's Fund.

Our elders are active in helping in Sunday School. in disci-
pline, and in making two house visitations to each family twice a
year. One family of four was erased from the rolls this past De-
cember. Presently we have 13 families - one a single individual
and two are not represented by a husband.

Our average attendance is in the area of 55-60 at both the
Sunday morning and evening services. We have visitors who regular-
ly attend, but have not committed themselves to join the church.

Wednesday Bible Study is attended by about 16 adults and
about 19 children (who have their own lesson taught by one of the
women). We are now studying the doctrines of Calvinism. This has
already had a positive impact. I have been preparing a lengthy
workbook with questions on this subject - one which we can use to
hand out later.

We have 10 children attending the weekly catechism class on
Thursday nights (three of these are not from our church).

We hosted a Reformation Day Celebration and had Rev. Robert
Grossmann as our guest speaker. The turnout on Thursday night and
on Sunday was very good. It served to bring to us some new people
within the Reformed community. These special services usually do
not get too many people outside the Reformed faith.

Our congregation voted to publish the Belgic Confession and
Canons of Dort to better explain our doctrinal positions. This
book has been published and is in another printing as I write.
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Visitors are picking these up.
Our congregation has subscribed to several periodicals which

are available for the membership - Christian History, Christian
Observer, and Christianity Today. We also are adding to our li-
brary which has been useful not only for our members, but a number
of visitors have borrowed books that we have referred to them.

We continue our Faith in Focus telephone ministry. We have 10
or more calls every day which amounts to upwards of 10,000 calls
to us since we began this. Many have commented that this was a
useful ministry to them. Others request literature or a phone
call. On request we sent out Heidelberg Catechisms to people. This
year we did get some people to attend church through this.

We began one home Bible study this year. At the time we could
have had three going, but that was not possible. I hope to begin
another one this spring. This is a good way for our members to
invite a small number of friends and neighbors to study the Bible
in their homes with a view to getting them to come to church with
them.

Before I address what I see as problems and difficulties, let
me answer some questions that I feel are most important. I can
discuss these more fully after this report. (1) Is there a need to
have an RCUS church in Modesto? YES. (2) Is the spirit among the
people here still as high as when we began? YES. (3) Are the fu-
ture prospects for the church here good? YES. (4) Do the members
have a zeal for evangelism? YES.

There are particularly two areas which I see as causing most
concern for me. I do not feel these are unique to our situation,
but are common to mission churches. These are some of the warts
that are hopefully removed in time. These are not areas that have
caused me to despair. but they are a deep concern.

The first is the makeup of the congregation. People who join
us are looking for a faithful, so-called "conservative," Bible-
believing church. Some come with various backgrounds and expecta-
tions.

The second area is the matter of our location for worship.
This is certainly a problem all missions have in common. In our
case I believe we have stayed where we are about as long as we
can. I will not bore you with a repeat of the details which I have
reported before. The costs of rent or purchase are extremely high.
Yet, there is the need to move very soon. This matter will come up
at the congregational meeting on the 17th, and I may have a more
definitive statement later.

To date we have had a very low rent for the use of the Metho-
dist's building. This has been an advantage in that we are able to
save more in the Building Fund. We will need to rent at least
3,000 square feet of space and have one off-street parking space
for every four people that we project will attend during the
course of the lease. The majority of what we have looked at to
lease went for 80 cents to over a dollar a square foot per month.
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The cost of buying is usually at $100 a square foot. We could
build for less than that. Prime land in Modesto goes for a million
an acre. Outside the city (where you must have a minimum of three
acres) the cost varies from 40 to 100 thousand an acre for bare
land with no utilities. Land purchase would probably have to be
outside the city a short distance and wait for the city to grow to
it. Many who have done this a few years ago are now surrounded
with homes.

Modesto continues to grow at an astounding rate, as is the
area surrounding it. There are attempts to control the growth, but
these have not stopped it yet. New single family housing starts
last year were 2,700 in the city alone.

First, we need to be where the people are. And where they are
the prices are very high. Secondly, we need to put more effort
into the actual mission work of the church than in searching for a
place and worrying about how to pay for it.

The Consistory is in agreement that we may have to use our
building fund very soon to pay for a lease of a good building
location. With our regular building fund income and what we have
we could exist for a time, but money for an eventual purchase
could not be saved. The Lord may bless us with sufficient growth
at a new location so we can continue on. It is my feeling that we
will not grow to the point of being a self-supporting work in our
present location. The field in Modesto appears very good, with
many new and rapidly growing areas. The purchase prices on proper-
ty almost force us into some lease arrangement where we can give
it our best attempt over a short period.

We have gone to every house in Riverbank twice, but it is
primarily Spanish Roman Catholic. There is some expected growth
for Riverbank, but that will be too far off to benefit us now. We
have canvassed neighborhoods in Modesto, but have not been able to
say anyone has come to church for our efforts in this. If we had a
building located in a residential area, our people are very eager
to go out and ring every doorbell in the area. I think at this
time we feel our efforts in Modesto to get people to drive to
another small city would bear little fruit. I am not sure that I
have expressed these concerns too well here, and I welcome the
committee's comments on these.

Financially, our increased numbers have had a good impact on
the giving. Our offerings this past year amounted to about
$30,000. We received some help from other individuals and congre-
gations. Our building fund has reached $32,000.

Last year we volunteered to assume a portion of the Synod's
support early so as not to be hit with the full burden of 25% this
year. That amounted to 13%. These areas were advertising and
health insurance. This year, the Consistory is prepared to take on
the full 25% - or an additional 12%. My estimation of this would
be that we would assume an additional $3,144 next year leaving
something over $23,000 in help from Synod.
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It is our understanding that next year we would be required
to assume another 25% of self-support. It was felt that that de-
clining scale of support would be too steep too soon, and could
seriously jeopardize the work in Modesto. I believe the Mission
Committee must address this matter this year. Mission churches
have a double burden - meeting the running expenses and providing
a parsonage and a building to meet in. We also want the Mission
Committee to be assured that we do not say this because of greed
or poor giving. We feel very strongly that we are not to take
everything we can from Synod. If our financial situation would be
such that we could assume 50% self-support next year, we would not
ask or take more. However, that does not appear likely in view of
the problems we are having with securing an affordable place for
worship.

Here are two suggestions from our consistory: (1) Each situa-
tion must be assessed on its own merits rather than scales of
dollars and cents. The cost of living, housing, and real estate
differ greatly. The stability and resources of individual members
differs from one area to another. I can honestly say that the
feeling of our members is to become self-supporting as fast as we
can. I don't believe the scale serves as an incentive to greater
giving for us. The incentive is there because of our view of good
stewardship. (2) If there is going to be a scale, it must have
some other modifications. If Synod provided a building for us, the
scale might me realistically met. That not being the case, the
beginning of self-support comes at a difficult time. Just at the
time when we may want to commit ourselves to the purchase of a
building, we would have the burden of picking up more cost of
running the ministry. If there is going to be a descending scale
it should be at a rate of 10% per year with the right of the Mis-
sions Committee in concert with the local Consistory to modify
that up or down depending . on the local situation.

We are very thankful to God for the blessings we have enjoyed
for the past year. For me, it has been a very busy year with few
breaks. The new members have been a real source of encouragement
to us in many ways. We likewise thank the Synod for their finan-
cial support and for the visits and encouragement of the Home
Missions Committee.

Respectfully.
Rev. Paul Treick

* * * * *

The report of Pastor Sawtelle working in the Yuba City/Marys-
ville mission field is a great cause for joy. We are thankful that
this flock has a meeting place, has doubled their attendance and
has a work ethic that brought great results. Pastor Sawtelle
reports:
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First Reformed Chapel, Yuba City/ Marysville, California
Esteemed Brothers in Christ:

Two years ago I presented information regarding an outreach
program called "The Phone's For You" to the Synodical Home Mis-
sions Committee. Covenant Reformed Church of Sacramento, CA, pur-
chased this outreach program from Church Growth Development Inter-
national, Inc.. P.O. Box 1607, Whittier, CA 90609-1607. The cost
of the program was approximately $250.00 (the exact price current-
ly can be obtained by calling 714-990-9551). The consistory of
Covenant Reformed had the Yuba City-Marysville mission work in
mind at the time the program was purchased. They suggested that I
study it and report back to them. That was in November. 1987. I
was, at first, suspicious, believing and saying that the program
was "just another Arminian gimmick." I have been involved in and
observed more than my share of "dog and pony shows," "apes and
peacocks," "froth and foam," "gangsters-for-Jesus-and-proud-of-it
movements," etc. ad infinitum, ad nauseum. I want nothing to do
with any program that does not advance the Reformed faith in a
sound. solid, Scriptural manner.

I read the manual. viewed the video presentation that comes
with the information manual, listened several times to the four
cassette tapes, taking detailed notes (these tapes deal with the
"nuts and bolts" of the program). Finally, I listened to the two
training tapes that provide detailed instructions regarding the
actual telephone calling. I studied "The Phone's For You" program,
diligently, for two months. The more I studied it, and thought
about it, the less suspicious I became.

I reported back to the consistory in January, 1988, telling
them that I believed that Yuba City-Marysville would be receptive
to this program and that it could be used by our mission without
compromising the Reformed faith. The consistory encouraged me to
present the program to the SHMC at the annual meeting at Blue
Cliff Community Reformed Church later in that same month. "The
Phone's for You" program was presented at that meeting, and the
committee gave its approval for use of the program in the Yuba-
S utter area.

I know that many in our denomination have experienced the
same doubts and suspicions that I initially experienced. Some of
my brethren have even gone so far as to say that the program is
"unscriptural." Some adopted a "We'll wait and see" posture. I was
careful not to proceed with "The Phone's For You" program without
the permission of the SHMC. I received that permission for two
consecutive years, not only at the SHMC annual meetings but at
Synod meetings as well, before I approached the consistory of
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Covenant Reformed Church of Sacramento, CA, and told them that I
was ready to proceed.

I introduced the program to the members of the Yuba City-
Marysville mission after receiving permission to proceed. They,
too, were assailed with doubts and suspicions, at first. After
listening to the first four tapes their interest was stirred. We
thought and talked about it a great deal. They were willing to try
it, and a firm commitment was made to go ahead with the project.
Training began immediately.

Covenant Reformed Church gave their full backing and approv-
al, assisting in every conceivable way to make the program a suc-
cess. (Please remember that those who attend Providence Reformed
of Lodi. CA, are members of Covenant Reformed Church of Sacra-
mento. CA. and I include them when I refer to the help received
from Covenant Reformed.) The members there also received the tele-
phone training and assisted with the calling and mailing. Children
in their teens, and some of the younger children. helped with the
mailing.

A committee was appointed by the consistory to help find a
suitable building. Rev. Jonathan Merica, Elder Wayne Johnson. and
Deacon Ron Eddington served on that committee. Yuba City was laid
out in grids, on a map, and its environs. Several teams, consist-
ing of two members each. canvassed the area, but nothing within
our limited budget could be found. There were potential meeting
places in the $1,200.00-2,000.00 per month range.

While driving down F Street in Marysville, CA, in August,
1989, I observed that the Twin Cities Women's Health Club building
was for sale. The building had been vacant for two years. I re-
ported its availability to the committee; negotiations were com-
pleted, resulting in the signing of a one-year open escrow. The
amount that we paid was $9,950.00 down, which includes $100.00 per
month for utilities - any amount over the $100.00 per month for
utilities is paid by the owners. They pay the taxes and insurance.
The purchase price was $175,000.00. If we are able to complete the
purchase of the building we will have to pay $100,000.00 at the
end of August, 1990. The owners, there are three, will carry the
balance.

Our first service was held in the building at 131 F Street,
Marysville. CA. on September 3. 1989. We added four communicant
and three non-communicant members during that service. One of the
adults and the three children were baptized. and we celebrated the
Lord's Supper, as well. After the service we enjoyed a time of
fellowship. a pot luck dinner, and celebrated the birthdays of two
of our adult members. It was an auspicious beginning.

The next step was ordering ten telephone lines installed,
which would be needed for two months, in addition to one permanent
line. A Haines Directory was leased. Our target date for launching
"The Phone's For You" campaign had originally been August 14,
1989, but we were delayed for lack of a suitable building. Our
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Celebration Sunday would have been October 15, 1989. According to
"The Phone's For You" headquarters the autumn months have proved
to be optimum months for starting new churches. We shifted gears
and set September 11, 1989, as our launch date, which would make
November 12, 1989, Celebration Sunday. Again we were delayed be-
cause the existing telephone line serving the 131 F Street build-
ing was not adequate for eleven lines. A cable had to be stretched
across the street, between telephone poles, and the two poles had
to receive added bracing to enable them to carry the added weight
of ten new lines because of the distance they would cover. The
building had to have special work done on it to prepare for in-
stallation of these new lines.

Finally, all systems were "go," and we launched on October 9,
1989! It takes nine weeks total for the campaign, culminating with
Celebration Sunday, which was set for December 10, 1989. The tele-
phone calls. for the purpose of creating a mailing list. were
completed between October 9 - November 3. Our goal was 20,000 dial
ups. The calls were made each night. Monday-Friday, between 4:30
and 8:30, the prime time for calling of this nature.

Let me digress a bit to explain that "The Phone's For You"
outreach program is based on a universally known telemarketing
method called the "Law of Large Numbers." It is like a science and
not a game or a guess at what the results might be. It says that
if we do A. B. and C often enough. D will almost always result.
The definitive word here is "almost." It is not guaranteed, not
100%; it does not work perfectly every time!

The results are usually accurate. The number of people who
come to a service is directly related to the number of telephone
calls made. Research shows that a "10% factor" can be used. For
example, if you wanted to start a new church and have 200 or more
people at your first service, the formula would work as follows:
20,000 dial ups, 2,000 addresses on the mail list (10%), 200
people in your first service (10%).

The program is built around the known fact that if you ask a
large number of people to do a certain thing, a predictable number
of them will agree. That includes coming to church on a specific
day.

There are many who consider this part of the process to be
"impossible." It is not! Everyone who participates in this program
is blessed. God prepares the way before you; therefore, you re-
joice in what is accomplished.

The existing church can expect about one--half the results of
a new church. Why? Because people like something new better than
they like something old. There are no cliques. and they do not
have to break down any barriers. The formula for an existing
church works as follows: 20,000 dial ups. 2.000 addresses on the
mail list (10%). 100 people (5%). not 200, at your Celebration
Sunday service at the end of your calling and mailing (nine
weeks). In addition, an existing church does not have the same
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degree of immediate retention (normal is 100 on Celebration Sunday
and 50 the following Sunday). The reason is that the people who
come to an existing church do not feel a "sense of urgency" to
return. You were there before they came, and you will be there
whether they return or not. They believe that their continued
attendance is more critical for the new church.

Another thing that has been discovered during the four years
that this program has been used by many denominations, large and
small, and in large and small cities, is that if your average
attendance is 75 or under, you will seldom more than double re-
gardless of what size project you do. Doubling is not bad!

It is also important to understand that this program could
hurt some existing churches as much as it helps other churches. It
is a high intensity, high expectation program. If it is not
handled properly it can be negative rather than positive. It is
easy to say, "We want to grow," but only say it with our mouths
and not mean it in our hearts. It is very important that your
congregation wants to grow, plans to grow, expects to grow. and
prepares to grow. Without the support of your people, your desire
will be overcome by their resistance.

It is important to realize that some areas are not as recep-
tive as others. If you are in an area where there is a diminished
response your results will be different. Example: Normal Response
- 20,000 dial ups. 2,000 mail list (10%), 200 first service(10%);
Resistant Response - 20.000 dial ups, 1.200 mail list (6%). 72
first service (6%). If you were in an area that proved to be re-
sistant, you would need to adjust the number of dial ups to reach
your goal. Example: you are in a 6% area and you want 200 people
at your first service. You complete 55,575 dial ups, get 3,334 on
the mail list (6% of dial ups), and have 200 in your first service
(6% of the mail list). You can do a 1,000 dial up test to find the
receptivity of your community ( or any targeted community). The
"Law of Large Numbers" starts at 1,000.

It is also important to set realistic goals in order to try
to avoid discouragement and disappointment in your project. We set
goals in three levels: 20,000, 15,000 and 10,000 dial ups, with a
6%, 8%, and 10% response. We posted these goals and kept them
visible by using "thermometers." We gave thanks to God for each
level we achieved, knowing that was His will for us.

Now, back to specifics. We were able to dial 21,627 people
during the period October 9 to November 3, calling four hours per
night Monday to Friday. We followed a word track that is designed
to keep conversations to a minimum, while at the same time ena-
bling each caller to reach the targeted group to be added to the
mailing list. "The Phone's For You" is designed to reach out only
to those who do not attend or belong to a church. We completed the
project with 1.935 homes on our mailing list.

The first mailing is a letter that is mailed as soon after
the first telephone call as possible. The envelope must be hand
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addressed and hand stamped. The subsequent mailings may be sent
with a label and a mailing permit number printed on them. These
mailings are sent beginning with the fifth week of the campaign
and in a prescribed order. In the final two weeks of the program
the fifth mailing is sent, an invitation in a sealed envelope, and
the second telephone call is made.

In addition to the calling and mailing it was necessary to
clean, repair, and paint (interior and exterior) the 7,700 square
foot building that God provided us. We were able to "sandwich" in
our building dedication on December 1, 1989. Rev. Howard Hart
brought a challenging message in our worship service on December
3, 1989. It was just exactly what we needed to hear, and it pro-
vided us with the impetus to complete final preparations for our
Celebration Sunday. Phase one of "The Phone's For You" culminated
December 10, 1989, with 100 people in attendance at our Celebra-
tion Sunday service!

Our attendance was averaging 20-25 before December 10, and
now we have 45-50 in each Sunday service. We have started a Sunday
School for all age groups, beginning January 7, 1990, with about
30 in attendance being average. We mailed out a weekly newsletter
to almost 1,500 homes. The final chapter has not yet been written
on "The Phone's For You" here, but it has certainly provided us
with a greater opportunity to preach, teach, and reach the lost
for our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Our people have labored diligently in God's harvest field
here, and we have been drawn closer together in the Lord than we
were before we began this campaign. We are satisfied that we have
obeyed God's Word by inviting the lost to come and hear His Word
proclaimed. Our labor in his vineyard and harvest field here has
made us tired, but we are encouraged by Gal. 6:9. "Let us not be
weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not." Actually all we have done is to "go out into the highways
and hedges, and compel them to come in," Luke 14:23, that God's
house might be filled.

Has it been worth it? Maybe that will prove to be the prover-
bial "$64.00 question," but as for now, affirmative! Yes! Defi-
nitely! In many ways our work is just beginning. Everyone who has
attended and completed a worshipper registration card, whether
family or individual, has immediately received a telephone call
and a letter from me thanking them for attending and inviting them
to worship with us regularly. The response has been good.

Luke 6:38, "Give, and it shall be given unto you; good mea-
sure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall
men give into your bosom. For with the same measure that ye mete
withall it shall be measured to you again." According to this
portion of God's Word the churches and people of the RCUS can
expect great blessings from God. You have been generous in support
of our various missionary endeavors. You have prayed for us ef-
fectually and fervently, and your prayers have "availed much."
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Believe me. we know that you have been praying for us. You have
come to us with words of encouragement showing your continued
concern and interest on our behalf. Prov. 25:11, "A word fitly
spoken is like apples of gold in pictures of silver."

Thank you for your prayers, your support. for all your help.
Thank you for showing your love and concern for us according to 1
John 3:18. "My little children, let us not love in word, neither
in tongue; but in deed and in truth."

Respectfully,
Rev. Gene Sawtelle

* * * * *

The data from our newest work in Sioux Falls is also an occa-
sion for excitement. We are thankful for the growth of this infant
work. The last few Lord's Days has shown over 70 souls present at
worship. The most pressing need for these folks is a place to meet
that is presentable. Their present plan is to buy a house that
will be used as a parsonage and a meeting place for small groups.
Pastor Savage reports as follows:

* * * * *

Trinity Reformed Chapel, Sioux Falls, South Dakota
Esteemed Brethren,

I arrived on the field in Sioux Falls, SD, after accepting a
call from Zion Reformed Church, Menno, SD, to be the organizing
pastor of a group of eight families who were committed to being a
part of a mission work. The decision to contact the Home Missions
Committee. South Central Classis in order to take advice on begin-
ning a mission work in Sioux Falls. was made by four families at a
meeting in April of 1988. These four families. Keith Sorensen and
wife Dee. Alan Bindert and wife Millie, Marlene Schnabel. and
JoAnn Pietz, met with representatives of the classical Home Mis-
sions Committee and it was decided to pursue the opportunity for a
mission work in Sioux Falls under the oversight of Zion Reformed
Church, Menno. SD.

After meeting for a time at "The Crossroads," a Bible book
store. the group made an arrangement with the "Nordic Hall" at
which place we still meet. Worship services were held each Sunday,
conducted by seminary students and ministers of the RCUS, and
attendance grew until the decision was made to seek classical and
synodical support for an organizing pastor to come to the field.
Classical and synodical approval was forthcoming. I was called,
and arrived upon the field August 1, 1989.
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Shortly after my arrival I became convinced that there were
qualified individuals able to meet the requirements of the offi-
cers of the church, and that it was very necessary to become a
separate congregation just as soon as possible. After receiving
counsel from the classical and synodical home missions committees
and also from Rev. Van Stedum of Zion Reformed (Menno), I proceed-
ed with the organization of the congregation. A constitution was
prepared and submitted for approval to South Central Classis. and
officers were nominated and elected. At the fall classis meeting.
the constitution was approved and Trinity Reformed Church was
welcomed as a member of Classis. The Classis also erected an in-
stallation committee composed of Rev. Van Stedum and Rev. Hoe-
flinger along with the elders of the Zion consistory. This commit-
tee ordained and installed the new officers, and installed the new
pastor in November. 1989. The officers of the church are Mr.
Charles Zeeb. Elder; Mr. Merlin Koerner. Elder: Mr. Keith Soren-
sen. Deacon: and Mr. David Sawtelle, Deacon.

The installation service was a very joyful occasion. Among
the 135 in attendance were a large contingent from Dordt College.
and another large contingent from Zion RCUS in Menno. We of
Trinity RCUS, Sioux Falls, are very thankful for the support. the
love, and the efforts of the brethren at Zion RCUS, Menno.

The level of enthusiasm was high upon my arrival, and it has
not abated in the months since. There is good attendance upon the
preaching services, and in the mid-week Bible study. My preaching
and teaching have been pointed toward a Reformed view of disciple-
ship so that the congregation may be better prepared to minister
to the lost and straying in Sioux Falls. The eight families which
were here on my arrival have grown to fourteen. I have also bap-
tized one infant, and conducted one wedding.

I now conduct two weekly Bible classes one of which is a
membership instruction class. I also have appointments nearly
every evening with those who are seeking help with spiritual prob-
lems, or those who are interested in learning more about the
Bible. These individuals are being referred to me by members of
Trinity RCUS.

Our future plans consist of a "Faith in Focus" telephone
ministry, advertising in the local newspapers and on radio. and a
continuation of our present program of encouraging the congrega-
tion to be open to those who are seeking to hear the gospel. As a
part of this, we will make a diligent effort to involve the young
adults (college age) in our congregation in this work. Interest.
on the part of some of them. is evident. We are especially inter-
ested in reaching the lost and straying (which does not necessar-
ily mean the unchurched) in this community, although we will not
hesitate to gladly welcome those from other established Reformed
denominations who are no longer able to stomach a watered-down
gospel.

Much emphasis will also be placed on working out the roles

- 74 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

and responsibilities of the Consistory in ministering to the new
contacts and members of the congregation. We are expecting greatly
expanded responsibilities for problem solving and instruction of
new converts. Along with this we are preparing to put forth a
strong diaconal effort as the need arises.

The congregation of Trinity Reformed Church is very enthusi-
astic, because the opportunities are truly great. There are also
problems, from the usual ordinary "people problems" churches have,
to the problem of an eventual meeting place. The "people problems"
are being dealt with. as they arise, by encouraging immediate
reconciliation in a Biblical manner. I determined when I came
here. that by the grace of God. I would lead in making Ephesians
4:32 the standard of our fellowship as members of this congrega-
tion. It is the evident desire of this congregation to cooperate
with me in that determination,

Respectfully.
Rev. Dorman Savage

* * * *

Last year the Synod asked our SHMC to bring recommendations
for Reformed tract subjects. Your servants bring to your attention
the following paper by Pastor P. Treick. Your SHMC believes that
you will find solid Reformed principles and subjects.

* * * * *

r _44.1 , 4 Getting
 ori wet

The Home Missions Committee has asked me to present some
topics for suitable tracts for our churches. Certainly I do not
have a monopoly on topics and everyone can likely present a list
such as I have begun here. Hopefully this will be a start of an
on-going project, not a one-time shot at something.

Do tracts work? Ask the Watchtower Society. Yet they are
effective only if they are used. The reprints of the RCUS tract
indicate that we do hand these out. If they were less costly, we
might be more apt to do so.

The Reformed Church has a lot to say and it needs to be said.
We have a theology that is biblical. We have people with the
talent to put it down on paper. People are swamped with literature
and advertising from false religions. What is the Reformed Church
doing to get the message in the hands of people? Too little. The
RCUS of years ago published and produced far more than we do
today. We need to get busy at this now.

It is my hope that we will get our name out much more in
print. Others. both Reformed and non-Reformed have done it and
reached thousands. There is a cost involved in this: the time for
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writing, editing. and layout; the cost of printing; and the stick-
to-itiveness that often plagues our projects.

This is not the answer of all our problems, but is only one
of many things that we must be doing. I have seen (and myself
produced) tracts that are shoddy, homemade, and unattractive. On
the local mission church level, there are usually not enough
funds, time or talent to produce the sort of thing we can be
pleased to hand out. We need to pool our resources in this.

We really can't afford to just talk about the desirability of
doing this, but we need to do it! If we believe in giving our best
for the Lord and His work, then let's do just that. We are at a
point right now where there are less mission works. I hope in
God's grace that there will be more in the future. But instead of
lowering guidelines for a time, let's use this as an opportunity
to do things now when other expenses are lower.

I feel that there is a psychological effect here for the
local mission work. We get placed on a field with a few resources
to work with and a lot of start-up costs. We do appreciate the
financial support we get and the advice. It is a boost to the
spirits of our small mission works to realize that they are not
going it alone in everything. But here is an area where the cost
and the expertise might well be borne by the Synod. I think that
this should remain on the synodical level because it is more cost
effective and would be available to all the congregations. I
really feel there is widespread support among all our congrega-
tions for printed material that they can hand out freely. Local
classes and congregations may still want to produce additional
material.

So why not buy up tracts that others have already produced
(OPC, CRC. tract societies, etc.)? This might be done in some
cases. But we have a long history of using other people's work and
then griping (and sometimes rightly so) because there is something
objectionable about it (the pictures, the theology, the costs.
etc.). There are some projects that are too big for us alone, but
here is one that we can afford to do and control as to cost. It is
time we stand on our own feet and our own distinct Reformed theo-
logy and practices. And who knows, if we produce good materials we
may have others buying from us.

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS
1. Tracts should be distinctively Reformed. It is easy to buy

generic tracts that might as well be handed out by any other Pro-
testant church. If we say no more than any other Arminian tracts,
we are wasting our time and money and leaving people no real
reason for coming to the Reformed Church. Our concern must be for
the salvation of souls and growth in the faith, not to promote
some particular political or theological hobby. They should be
consistent with the creeds of the church, so there is no "going
out on a limb" which may not suit all churches who use them.
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2. Tracts may be of two types: general and specific. (a) Gen-
eral: For those who have no contact with Christianity, the basic
teachings of the gospel should be spelled out. This may be the
most difficult to do in the space allowed. (b) Specific: Tightly
defined areas may be addressed. These must be more than just some
moralisms or "modernist bashing." While the topic should be speci-
fic, they should relate to the whole Christian's faith and life.

3. They should be a brief as possible. It is better to have
many short tracts, than just a couple of long treatises which
people will never read through. They will have to be hard-hitting,
to the point, and not attempting to answer every possible objec-
tion.

4. If possible the verses of Scripture should be printed out
for the most part. Additional Scripture references may be added
for further study. Few people actually take their Bibles and look
up the verses cited.

5. They should be attractively presented. A two or three fold
format that will fit into tract racks is preferable. Color print-
ing on the front - minimum of two color cover. Paper should be of
some quality that does not look cheap. The front should give only
the main topic or title and include some art work or color to
attract attention. The layout should not be crowded. Print size
should be large enough for the elderly to read. The title should
be short and large. Possibly a longer title giving the actual
content could be printed on the bottom of the front page or at the
top of the first inside page.

6. They should be generic in the sense that any of our
churches can place their stamp with name and address on it. The
name of the RCUS should appear on the back with a minimum of one
inch of space on the back for a local address. If the tracts are
left unfolded. the local church can have a printer run the name.
address, phone, and even directions and service times of the local
church. While we do not need to copyright, we should have in small
print under the RCUS credits a "Reprint by permission only" claim.

7. They should be proofread for grammar, punctuation. and
perhaps style once the rough draft is completed. We should try to
avoid using too many theological jargon words which the unin-
structed may not understand or misinterpret. Here, we might farm
these manuscripts out to members who have expertise in these
areas.

8. Quantities: I believe we should try to print up two or
three a year, not try to do it all at once. Once we arrive at a
finished product, we should print these in sufficient quantities
(10,000). All of our RCUS churches should be encouraged to use
these, not just the so-called "mission" churches. I believe that
the Synod through the HMC should provide these cost free to the
churches on mission support, but all others should pay cost for
them.

9. There should be one tract produced through the HMC which
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is strictly intended for the local mission church - perhaps giving
specific history. location. times. programs available. etc. The
local church could produce this. but it would be nice if there was
a nice format in which "The Reformed Church in the United States
gladly announces a new mission church in your area ... etc. ..."
The cover of such a tract could serve many mission congregations
instead of each of us trying to design our own. We have a man.
Eric Bristley, who is extremely talented in this area and should
be contacted.

Some Topic Suggestions (The titles here are only suggestions.
Something more pointed and eye-catching might be better.)

1. "WHO OWNS YOU?" Everybody belongs to somebody. The subject
of redemption (Rom. 6).

2. "WHO IS THE CHURCH?" (Rather than a treatise on "What is
the Church?") One does not "go to church" but believers are the
church, the body of Christ, which is required to assemble together
to worship.

3. "WHY JOIN THE CHURCH?" The concept and benefits of member-
ship (means of grace, marks of the church, etc. brought out).

4. "STEPS OF FORGIVENESS" General concept of seeking forgive-
ness and forgiving.

5. "ARE YOU A RELIGIOUS PERSON?" The teaching that all men
serve some god. If you are not for Christ, you are against Him.

6. "LIFE'S GREATEST PUT-ONS" The teachings of Eph. 4:17-32
and Col. 3:1-17. This follows the pattern of "Take off and put on"
in the matter of sanctification.

7. "WHO MOVED?" (subtitle: "Is the Church For Christianity]
different today?") This should bring out the unchangeable nature
of the Word of God in comparison to what people see happening in
the church around them.

8. "SYNTHETIC RELIGION" The word really means to "bring it
all together" and not phony or plastic. Presenting a Calvinistic
"world and life view."

9. "QUAKEPROOF CHRISTIANITY" The certainty and unshakeable-
ness of the Christian's hope as seen in Hebrews 12:25-29.

10. "READING THE BLUEPRINT" Presentation of God's plan of
salvation, especially highlighting His sovereignty and/or the Five
Points of Calvinism.

11. "TONGUES" Not glossalalia. but the use of our tongues as
seen in James 3 and the matter of speaking the truth in love (Eph.
4:15) and speech seasoned with salt (Col. 4:6).

12. "THE I AM'S" Who is Jehovah (Yaweh) and the "I am's" in
reference to Christ.

13. "IF I SHOULD DIE BEFORE I WAKE" Facing death. and then
what? coupled with facing death if we are not spiritually awakened
(regeneration) by the Spirit of God.

14. "FAITH HEALING" With regard to our spiritual deadness,
blindness, deafness, which are changed by the grace of God through
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faith.

Another suggestion which I would like to present in connec-
tion with this is the compilation of messages that can be used in
a "Phone-devotion" ministry such as our "Faith in Focus." There is
no reason these could not be shared. More churches could and pos-
sibly would begin doing this sort of thing if there were a step-
by-step program laid out for them and some messages that were
available. I view this as sort of a "High Tech Tract" which has
merit and a pretty good track record.

Respectfully,
Paul Treick

* * * * *

Your SHMC set up an editorial review board that will have
oversight and edit solicited tract writers and topics. After edi-
torial review the tracts will be sent to the Publications Commit-
tee for printing. At present Stark will write a tract on "Are You
a Religious Person." Syms on "Introduction to the Reformed
Church," Savage on "If I Should Die Before I Wake," and P. Treick
on "Who Owns You." Note the recommendation below.

The SHMC spent many hours discussing the needs of our mission
works by phone, on the field in visitations. and a two-day mis-
sions committee meeting and conference with all our missionaries.
Missionaries spoke at our work in Sioux Falls the Sunday before
the conference. At the conference the following papers were pre-
sented: "Update of Principles and Programs for Church Planning" by
Syms; "Antioch and Home Missions" by Stark (which is part of our
report as the Evangelism Committee), and "Do WE Need a Different
Approach to Traditional Forms of Worship in Mission Churches?" by
Sawtelle (which will appear in the REFORMED HERALD).

At the conference we had open and frank discussions with the
missionary pastors and the committee. Pastor Treick presented a
paper on tracts (which appears above).

Your SHMC has been in contact with members of the Western
Classis concerning proposed aid to the work in Lodi, California
(Pastor Merica is working there). We believe that an overture may
come form the Western Classis concerning this opportunity.

Your SHMC would have you take note of the following: (1) Syms
will be developing a form for use by the committee on assessment
(established at Synod last year). Hart will have it printed. (2)
Sawtelle is willing to train people in "The Phone's For You" pro-
gram. A video tape by Sawtelle and Stark will be available. (3)
The next SHMC meeting and conference will he held January 31-Feb-
ruary 4. 1991. at Modesto and Yuba City. California.

Your SHMC would make the following recommendations to the
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Synod.

1. That the visitation by the SHMC to the fields be at least
twice a year instead of the current practice of bi-monthly visits.

2. That the SHMC establish a subcommittee of its members to
be an editorial and stylistic committee to select topics and soli-
cit writers for the publication of four tracts a year.

3. That the salaries of the home missionaries be raised
$1,000.00 this year ($21,400.00 for each HM).

4. That Modesto/Riverbank be responsible for 10% of the
adopted budget and not the 25% of the present scale.

5. That the SHMC review the present declining scale of aid to
the home mission churches.

6. That the SHM works be allowed to solicit funds from our
churches and individuals.

7. That the efforts of the SHM works to solicit funds for
church property (etc.) from RCUS churches and individuals be chan-
neled through the SHMC for its approval and support.

8. That the budget for the 1990-1991 Synodical year for Home
Missions be as follows:

Committee expenses	 $ 2,000.00

First Reformed Church, Yuba City, CA
Salary
Utilities
Advertisement
Health insurance
Housing

Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto. CA
Salary
Utilities
Advertisement
Housing
Less 10%

Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD	 21,400.00
Salary	 $21.400.00
(Note: the remainder of the Sioux Falls budget
is paid by the South Central Classis.)

Total Home Missions Budget	 $83,845.00
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9. On the committee on assessment, that the following be
placed under 6.B.2. (Abstract of 1989 Synod, Page 91):

2a. Do you have a meeting place or is one available to
you?

2b. Can you bear the cost?
2c. How much are you able to pay toward the minister's

salary?

The SHMC expense was $1,200.00.

Warm regards in Christ,
Howard E. Hart	 Ron Ochsner
Dorman Savage	 Bill Trew
George Syms	 Alwin Rau
David Stark	 Darrell Wulff

Evangelism Committee Report
February 28, 1990

To the Honorable Synod, Reformed Church in the United States

Brothers:

Your Synodical Home Missions Committee was asked by Synod to
act as a Committee on Evangelism and given the task of "developing
a unified, biblical approach and methodology in evangelism" by the
1988 Synod. We understood the scope of our task was to develop
such an approach and methodology for our mission churches and our
established churches.

Your committee presented a report to the 1989 Synod. The
Synod referred the report back to us (Abstract of the 1989 Synod,
Page 90).

Your servants present the following revised report in two
parts. Part One being our revised report and Part Two being a
paper by Pastor Stark on "Antioch and Home Missions."

Part One: Evangelism

I. A Biblical Approach in Evangelism 

A. The starting point: Matthew 28:18-20 -
1. Which defines the goal of evangelism as making men dis-

ciples of Christ, rather than leading men to make deci-
sions for Christ.

2. Which gives the general pattern for evangelism:
a.	 Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I

have commanded you;
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b. Baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Ghost.

B. The material we are to teach is outlined in Heidelberg Ques-
tion 2.

C. The responsibility for evangelism falls upon every member of
the church. (Please see Acts 8:4; 1 Peter 3:15; 1 Corinthians
4:5-6; 1 Thessalonians 1:8; Ephesians 4:1 1-1 2; Heidelberg
Questions 54,55,86.)

D. Each member of the congregation should be a disciple of
Christ and should show it by:
1. Loving and respecting each other, 1 John 4:20;
2. Being helpful to each other, HC 54,55; Romans 12:5 (as

an example, each congregation should note the benefit
derived from older women teaching the younger women,
Titus 2:3-4);

3. Being reconciled with each other (not holding grudges),
Matthew 18:15-17;

4. Being prayerful, HC 116;
5. Knowing what it means to live by faith (believing in

Christ, and knowing who He is), Romans 1:17;
6. Knowing the joy of his salvation. Galatians 5:22-23.

H. Prerequisites to Effective Evangelism

A. Having a comprehensive understanding of the pagan community
in which you live.

B. Having a comprehensive understanding of the unique gifts of
the local Christian community.

C. The development of an awareness and concern, on the part of
the congregation, for the unconverted and unchurched in their
area of labor.

D. Building relationships with neighbors.

III. Proclaiming the Message of Salvation

A. Preaching the gospel (HC 2).
B. Making the gospel and your church known by the mass media

(radio, TV, newspaper).
C. "The Phone's For You" program, modified to be in agreement

with Reformed doctrine and methodology.
D. Personal witness and friendship evangelism.
E. Home Bible studies in areas where your people have made con-

tact with the unchurched.
F. Special series evangelism (family training, biblical archeo-

logy, etc.).
G. Audio and visual evangelism.
H. Coffee break evangelism.
I. Coffee house, bookstore, reading room evangelism.
J.	 Telephone ministry: shut-in, and others, crisis hot-lines,
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telephone devotional message.
K. Jail ministry.
L. Project Jericho.
M. Chaplaincy programs including: police, fireman, hospital,

ambulance, civil air patrol. etc.
N. Camps.
0.	 Youth intervention ministries.
P. Formation of daughter churches.
Q. Rescue mission/shelter ministries.
R. Christian counseling centers.
S. Open air preaching.
T. Door-to-door canvassing.
U. Tract distribution.

Part H: Antioch and Home Missions
by Pastor David Stark

Home missions is an unscriptural concept if we fail to see it
as the foundation for further domestic and foreign missions.

As we turn to the book of Acts for guidance one of the first
things we discover is that the apostolic commission given by our
Lord Jesus Christ (1:8) is a command to take the Gospel (the "good
news") to the "uttermost part of the earth." We need therefore to
understand "home" missions as only one aspect of the church's
calling. We must do this for two reasons. The first, so that we do
not fail to continue to push forward in world missions (beyond the
realm of English-speaking, educated, affluent, white, American
target groups). The second reason is because there is the very
real danger that "home" missions will begin to be viewed as some-
thing less than the legitimate missionary work of the church. We
may wish to make the distinction of "home" missions as opposed to
"foreign" for convenience sake, but we need to remember, and it
needs to be communicated to the churches, that "home" missions are
indeed true mission works in every sense of the biblical defini-
tion.

One of the most outstanding "mission" churches established in
apostolic times, and whose beginning is clearly recorded in the
book of Acts, is the church in the city of Antioch in Syria. This
church can be of great help to us in showing how a mission work
began in the first century.

The events surrounding the beginning of the church in Antioch
are recorded by the inspired historian, Luke, in the eleventh
chapter of the book of Acts, starting at verse nineteen:

"Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecu-
tion that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice,
and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word to none but into
the Jews only. And some of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus. And the hand of the Lord
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was with them: and a great number believed, and turned to the
Lord.

"Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the
Church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas,
that he should go as far as Antioch. Who, when he came and
had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all,
that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.
For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of
faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.

"Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul: and
when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it
came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves
with the Church, and taught much people. And the disciples
were called Christians first in Antioch."
One of the first things we see in this passage is that this

church was not started by any of the apostles. Actually we don't
even find any presbyters or deacons on the scene. This work
started as a direct result of witnessing "laymen."

By way of background, the city of Antioch was located a
little over three hundred miles north of Jerusalem, on the Orontes
River. It was about twenty miles inland from the Mediterranean
Sea. Antioch was the third city in the empire, second only to Rome
and Alexandria in its prosperity and beauty. It had a mild cli-
mate, fertile land, and good water. The city streets had been
planned and built so that the gentle sea breezes blowing in from
the coast up the Orontes River valley would cool the homes and
businesses during the hot, dry Syrian summer months. The city was
a place of international trade, and enjoyed a reputation as a
favorite vacation spot for people from as far away as Egypt. All
things considered, Antioch was a nice place to live.

Let's look at the passage in Acts and make some applications
as we go along.

Verse nineteen tells us that after the persecution which
began after the martyrdom of Saint Stephen there were disciples
who came north from Jerusalem into the region of Cyprus and Anti-
och. At first it seems that they tried only to witness to the
Jewish communities in those areas. At that time they tried to
reach only those who had been brought up "in the covenant," and
made no attempt to reach the Gentiles who were outside, to the
body of professed covenant people. By application, may I ask.
could we not be doing a similar thing should we only try to evan-
gelize areas where there are existing Reformed communities from
which to "borrow" disgruntled people to start "new" works? Verse
eighteen tells us that through the conversion of Cornelius. and
Peter's defense of his actions in going into a Gentile's home with
the Gospel, the issue of Gentile acceptance into the church was
decided in their favor. That is, without doubt, the theological
foundation for the events which then happened in the city of
Antioch.
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When the church searches out and upholds the truth, the re-
sultant blessings of God are soon to follow. We would generally do
well to not try and "gag" our elders and ministers when they wish
to keep an issue in the public forum until it can be thoroughly
searched out in the Scriptures, studied, and settled in the church
courts.

Some of these men (and the word "men" in the original is
"andres," i.e. "males," there are no women evangelists or preach-
ers mentioned in the text!) who were among the dispersion from
Jerusalem, when they had arrived in Antioch began to speak to the
Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus [elaloun pros tous Hellenistas,
euangelizomenoi ton Kurion Iesoun. vs. 201. We are not told the
exact reason why these men happened to be in Antioch, other than
their leaving Jerusalem to escape the persecution there. It is
possible that they came there to carry on business or practice
their trades. Luke tells us that they were originally from that
region. One thing is clear though, they were not commissioned
evangelists or missionaries, that is, no more than any other re-
cipient of the grace of God.

It has been said by some that those to whom they spoke, "the
Hellenists," were not really Gentiles, but Jews who followed
Grecian cultural habits. Such an interpretation would go against
the emphasis of Luke's theme in Acts; the bringing in of the Gen-
tiles. Calvin and other commentators agree that this passage is
referring to ethnic Greeks (i.e., Gentiles) and not merely Hellen-
istic Jews. Luke chose to use the word "hellenistas" [p74, Aleph3,
A, and D read "tous hellenas," - "the Greeks"] because the indi-
viduals and families to whom these men spake were not only ethnic
Greeks, but cultural Hellenists as well. They were hitherto un-
evangelized people. They were refined heathen, but heathen never-
theless.

In verse twenty-one we read of the wonderful thing that hap-
pened: "And the hand of the Lord was with them." This is a semitic
phrase indicating the constant providential blessing of God upon
their labors. There are several other semitisms in this passage,
which could indicate that Luke received his information about the
start of the work in Antioch from one of these early Jewish be-
lievers who were there witnessing for their Lord. It is indeed the
blessing of the Lord on us that makes our labors fruitful. "Apart
from me ye can do nothing," our Lord has told us. Their words did
not fall to the ground because the Lord's hand was there upholding
them. This is what gives success to the witnessing church. The so-
called "lay" people in our congregations need to be instructed and
encouraged to witness to those with whom they come into contact in
business, at home, and when they travel. This should not be con-
sidered an impossibility. A careful reading of Romans 10:9-11 will
show that the act of confessing Christ is the fruit of a believing
heart in one who has heard the Gospel as preached by one "sent."
It is not just our ministers who must confess our Savior, but
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rather the believing hearts of all the church's members. (Again,
it needs to be said that I am not referring to the formal procla-
mation of the Gospel, which is reserved to be done by those
"sent," but to the sharing with others by speaking [laleo] to
others from a heart overflowing with gratitude to a faithful
Savior.)

"And a great number, having believed, turned unto the Lord."
It is one thing to preach or speak the Gospel and to then have the
approbation of our fellow believers that we did well or "preached
a mighty good sermon," but it is entirely another matter when our
labors have God's approval as evidenced by men, women, and little
children, too, turning to the Lord in faith and repentance. Not
just getting doctrinally correct, which is absolutely vital, and
something I'm not trying to down-grade, but seeing Gentiles,
heathen, pagans, Jews and Greeks, or even - yes, even those not
brought up in Reformed households and churches, come to a saving
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. By God's grace alone such days
are ahead for His church! We are a witnessing church, and may God
give us fruitful increase by expanding our testimony in this sin-
darkened world! We may not even need to form a committee to "study
this thing out for a while longer." The key to effective witness-
ing may be found more in the Scripture, "out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaks," then in any man-made technique or
system of evangelization.

In Antioch people came to faith in Jesus Christ as the good
news was shared with the unchurched (the "unsynagogued," if you
will). The people in our churches do have the desire to see others
saved who are outside the covenant. We can and ought to thank God
for the witnessing that is going on in the life of our congrega-
tions. We should thank God for the pastors in the RCUS who delight
to tell others of the wonderful offer of salvation extended to all
men everywhere. Let us thank our Savior for the elders, deacons,
husbands and fathers, farmers, businessmen, and workers who attend
our churches and who are not ashamed to speak up for the cause of
King Jesus in this wicked and adulterous generation. We need to
encourage these individuals that they are precious in the eyes of
the Lord, and that their efforts will go neither unnoticed nor
unrewarded by their Savior.

The church in Jerusalem heard word of what was going on down
in Antioch. In verse twenty-two Luke tells us, "Then tidings of
these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jeru-
salem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as
Antioch." The Jerusalem church (again note, it was the church, not
the apostles specifically who now take action), when the tidings
"came unto the ears" [another semitism], learning of the Lord's
work going on there, sent a man to help them. The saints in Jeru-
salem knew that the work was just starting out and that the Gen-
tiles, who at best didn't know very much (cf. Romans 2:19-21),
would need a stabilizing influence among them. We should note,
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they did not send Barnabas to Antioch to find out if there were
ten families there who were well acquainted with the Reformed
faith and could support a full-time pastor. They weren't sent a
full-time pastor for them to support. They were sent "a good man,
full of the Holy Ghost and of faith" to help them. We are not
specifically told how Barnabas was financed, though it does seem
that the Jerusalem church would have borne the cost. at least
initially.

We seem to know how to develop works in areas where there
already exists some knowledge of the distinctives of the Reformed
faith, but it seems that we are now learning, through several of
our ministers laboring in "new" fields, how to evangelize and
disciple hitherto unreached people. In learning from the Jerusalem
church, perhaps we should be more forward in sending qualified men
into mission opportunities when we first hear of them. We need to
develop biblical strategies for opening up new fields where there
are no existing churches (cf. Romans 15:20-21). This pioneering
type of work is going on to a certain extent in some of our estab-
lished churches, but it needs to increase. Some new works, which
will in time have tremendous potential for growth, may not, at
their beginning, have the strength and maturity to support a full-
time mission's pastor. We shouldn't be like a Roman standing near
the dumps, looking at the exposed infants lying under the heat of
the sun, saying to ourselves, "If it lives and grows strong. I
will help it. If it dies, that is not my responsibility. It was
probably a bastard child anyway."

The Jerusalem church "mothered" that young Gentile church in
Antioch by praying for them and sending a minister. Barnabas. into
their midst to help them. They didn't even wait to be asked. They
acted as if they had a commission from God. which, by the way.
they did. (Oh, by the way, so do we.) We shouldn't do as the sons
of Jacob did (Genesis 42:1), standing around looking at each other
when there is a task before us. Do we rejoice when we hear of new
works starting up, or do we wait to see if they will die out
quickly, and count ourselves not obligated?

Barnabas was a man who was happy to see the Gospel bearing
fruit. He was the right man to send to Antioch. He was called "the
son of consolation" (Acts 4:36, Bar-nabba') by the apostles. He
knew now to comfort God's people, and new-born "spiritual" babes
always need to be comforted with the promises of salvation. He was
a Levite, so he was doubtlessly academically qualified to instruct
this young church in the Law and the Prophets, and in the Gospel.
Acts 4:36 also tells us that he was from Cyprus, which was near
Antioch and had close business relations with it, so he would have
had knowledge and appreciation for the cultural circumstances in
which the Antioch believers lived their daily lives. However the
Lord of the harvest may be pleased to raise up new works, we must
be responsible in sending to instruct them, only men (males) who
are both spiritually and academically qualified. The mission works
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which seem to prosper are the ones which receive experienced help
from mature (not necessarily "old") ministers. The works that more
often than not go "belly-up" seem to be those works which can only
afford a young inexperienced pastor, who is willing, for a time,
to work for a starvation wage. The financial support for the work
of Barnabas is not even mentioned in the text. Could it be because
the saints in the early church were of such a nature that the
support of his work was not an issue? That the giving of the
saints was measured by the size of the task before them?

Barnabas, "when he came and had seen the grace of God, was
glad, and exhorted them all that with purpose of heart they would
cleave unto the Lord." Barnabas preached to their hearts. We're
told that he rejoiced and encouraged this young church. It must
have meant much to them to know that a true servant of the Lord
Jesus Christ, like Barnabas, was interested in them. They began to
learn many things, no doubt, from Barnabas, but before he even
opened his mouth they had already learned a very important lesson:
the church in Jerusalem cared about them and wanted to help them
[pisteuo ten koinonian hagion]. We're told that he was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. His character and personal-
ity, and doubtless his gentleness encouraged and strengthened
them. His joyful confidence in his Savior was easy to be seen. As
they came to him with their questions and problems they were com-
forted to find his genuine interest in them, and his desire to see
them grow and be fruitful. Surely, Barnabas' faith needed to be
strong as he helped these new saints work through their problems
and difficulties with the world and one another. He had to have
faith in God's effective grace in the lives of these "lambs" of
the Great Shepherd.

The church is built on the one foundation of Jesus Christ. As
its members and ministers reflect the character of the Lord Jesus
in their contacts with those both within and without the community
of the faithful, others will be drawn to the Savior. Barnabas was
just such a man. The result was that "many turned unto the Lord."
He exhorted [parakalei] them all to "cleave unto the Lord" [pros-
menein to Kurio]. The word in the original signifies "to stead-
fastly abide." They were not won to programs, neither were they
won by smooth gimmicks. They were won by the faithful preaching
and teaching of the Gospel. I have a good friend who recently said
that what we use to win people is what we have won them to. If we
use the world to win people to our churches we will have worldly
churches. If we rely upon the appointed means of grace, which is
the preaching of the Gospel first and foremost, we will find that
those whom we have won to our churches are there because they were
won to the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. On this basis alone
can we call the saints to "cleave" to the Lord in covenantal obe-
dience.

In verse twenty-five we read that Barnabas left the work
there in Antioch to travel over to the city of Tarsus to look for
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Saul. Barnabas was wise enough to see that the work there in
Antioch required more experienced teachers. We're not told what
Saul was doing in Tarsus, but, whatever it was, Barnabas didn't
seem to think that it was important enough to keep him from coming
to help in Antioch. Barnabas knew Saul was a gifted teacher and
preacher. It had been Barnabas who had stood up for Saul and in-
troduced him to the Jerusalem church a few years earlier. Like a
father bringing a precious gift to his children when he returns
home from a trip, so we see Barnabas returning to the church in
Antioch with his friend Saul.

It is of interest to note that this young mission church
which was the object of so much care by these early "missionaries"
was later the very church which commissioned Saul (Paul) and Bar-
nabas to go out as its missionaries to the Gentiles. This is also
the church which helped send financial relief to the saints in
Judea a few years later (cf. Ecclesiastes 11:1; Romans 15:27).
Whatever investment the Jerusalem church had made to help these
new churches, the debt was gladly repaid in their time of need.

Finally, in the twenty-sixth verse we read that Barnabas and
Saul stayed there a whole year, meeting with the church and teach-
ing them. The "much people" whom they taught is literally "a full
crowd." The people recognized the value of what they were being
taught. They also understood the value of the men God had sent to
them to teach them. They had not yet fallen into the evil habit of
so many of the churches of our day of ignoring and absenting them-
selves from the ministry of the Word. (Of course. they didn't have
all the "important" television programs in the first century like
we have today.)

As those two faithful ministers portrayed the love and care
of the Lord Jesus Christ for His sheep through their teaching and
shepherding ministry an interesting thing happened. As those two
ministers were faithful image-bearers of Christ the believers in
Antioch began to follow their example, "and the disciples were
called Christians first in Antioch." The word in the original,
translated "called" [chematisail is generally understood to mean
"called by a divine oracle." It was not a derisive term of con-
tempt put upon them by their enemies, as some have wrongly under-
stood this passage, but rather, it was the voice of God naming His
people with a new name, as He had promised to do in the book of
the Prophet Isaiah (65:15). This name "Christian" was given to
these disciples most likely through the means of one of the pro-
phets who was in the apostolic age during the church's foundation
period, prior to the cessation of the revelatory gifts. It was a
name of honor given to them from God. The Covenant of Grace now
was beginning to develop in its new form of administration. In
Antioch it was no longer a Jewish church, nor was it now a Gentile
church, but rather, it had become, for both Jewish and Gentile
believers, the Christian church.

This church in Antioch, this "Christian" church, this "home
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mission" church. helped turn the Gentile world upside-down as it
later sent the greatest missionary ever known out into the Graeco-
Roman world to proclaim the good news of salvation offered to "the
whole human race," for the calling in of God's elect. Antioch
became one of the most important and greatest of the churches of
the ancient world. And it all started out when a few scattered
believers took the brave step to speak to others about the Lord
Jesus Christ.

May it please our gracious God to give us hearts so full of
gratitude to Him for His "unspeakable" gift that we will not be
able to restrain ourselves. speaking to all men. Jew and Gentile,
of the wonderful Savior of fallen sinners, Jesus Christ our Lord.

In summary, what do we learn from this passage in Acts?
1. God will use adverse circumstances, even persecution. to

disperse His people into new areas of witness and service.
2. The growth of the church is not dependent upon the or-

dained ministry, or church courts, at least initially.
3. Every member of the kingdom of God is important. The men

in our churches should know how to intelligibly speak to others
about the Gospel.

4. The churches should be responsive to new opportunities to
evangelize the "unreached," and do as much as they are able to
encourage new works.

5. The character and maturity of ministers, together with
their academic qualifications, are the key to the stability and
continued growth of new churches.

6. We cannot wait to see who else will do our work for us. As
we are the church, we are therefore responsible to see that the
nations are evangelized. We must stop letting others do our work.

7. Mission works are not an end in themselves. in time, they
are to take on their responsibilities for the support of other new
mission churches. and charitable works towards the saints and
others.

8. The preaching of the Gospel through the spoken word is the
chief means set forth in Scripture for the extension of the
Kingdom of God on earth.

9. Finally, that missions work is the work of the sovereign
Spirit of God who works when and where He pleases. for the conver-
sion of the elect, and the glory of the Triune God.

Respectfully submitted,
Howard Hart Al win Rau
George Syms Bill Trew
Dorman Savage Darrell Wulff
David Stark
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VIII.H. INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing
Ecumenical Committee.)

March 30, 1990

The Honorable Synod of the RCUS
Bakersfield/Shafter, California

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren.

Your committee conducted most of its business by telephone
and correspondence during the last synodical year. Indeed, we are
excited about the possibilities for new relationships throughout
the world with other faithful Reformed bodies.

Reporting to this year's Synod. God willing, is the Rev.
Frank Walker. our delegate to both the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church General Assembly and the synod of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America. The Rev. Robert Sander was appointed to
observe the International Conference of Reformed Churches meeting
last year in Langley. British Columbia, Canada. We look forward to
these reports.

We had hoped to hear from the Rev. Peter Grossmann at this
session, but due to an injury suffered by his wife Phyllis, plans
were altered. He was hopeful of visiting the Church of the Valley,
Pharr, TX. as well as the Independent Presbyterian Church of
Mexico (and the Juan Calvino Seminary!), with some visits to
Indian villages scheduled in. We trust that this venture may be
accomplished at a later date.

Your committee. represented by the Rev. Syms and Bass, has
continued to correspond with the Canadian Reformed Church of
Carman, Manitoba. We last met with the Rev. P.K.A. de Boer and
Elder H. Veenendaal on September 27, 1989, in Upham. These gentle-
men also met with the brethren in Hosmer, SD, on the next day. We
will make recommendations regarding the Canadian Reformed Churches
later in this report.

We are presently writing to the Orthodox Presbyterian Church,
and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, to invite
fraternal delegates: we are also writing to the Reformed Churches
in the Netherlands (Liberated). so that our greetings may reach
them in time for a response before Synod meets; and we are invit-
ing the Reformed Episcopal Church (New York/Philadelphia Synod) to
send an observer.

Due to the opportunity of traveling to Zaire, we have asked
the Rev. Paul Treick to officially greet the Eglise Confessant
Reformee au Zaire for us. We are truly awaiting his report with
much interest. The Rev. R. Scott Clark is to be our delegate to
the Synod of the RPCNA at Lawrence. KS. in July. The Rev. Jim West
will represent us at the General Assembly of the OPC meeting near
San Diego. CA, in June.
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Our recommendations are as follows:

1. Your present chairman requests that someone else assume
the chair for the next year.

2. That the committee continue to study the "doctrine of the
true church" as formulated and confessed by the Canadian Reformed
Churches, and give a response by Synod, 1991.

3. That regarding the OPC paper on "Biblical Principles of
the Unity of the Church." we communicate to the OPC Committee on
Ecumenicity and Interchurch Relations that we affirm this docu-
ment.

4. That the RCUS seek a closer working relationship with the
OPC in joining once again in ventures such as the support of mis-
sionaries now looking for funding for overseas service.

Respectfully submitted,
George J. Syms, Chairman
Jim West	 Rue ben Schaeffer
Robert Bass	 Michael McCue
Max Sotak

VIII.I. MINISTERIAL RELIEF COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Minis-
terial Aid Committee.]

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers:

Your committee did not meet during the year. All business was
conducted by telephone.

The Stated Clerk informs us that he received several requests
for Ministerial Aid. These will come to the floor of Synod in the
report of the Standing Ministerial Aid Committee. We present the
following for your consideration:

1. The matter of continuing aid to Mrs. Ida Krueger of Upham.
ND, will come up through other channels. We have become acquainted
with the fact that her pastor, the Rev. Robert Bass, is forbidden
by Mrs. Krueger's family to visit her in the nursing home where
she resides. Much controversy has arisen over this matter. We are
not able to learn what exactly is done with the funds she receives
each month. Your committee believes that we should be in a posi-
tion to determine precisely what happens to the funds distributed
through Ministerial Aid.

2. The RCUS does not have a retirement fund, yet we operate
Ministerial Aid as though it were such a fund. We raise the ques-
tion of whether we ought to continue to do so. Should we embark
upon a program by which we require a questionnaire-type of appli-
cation for aid, and request recommendations from the consistories
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of churches where applicants hold membership?
Our concern is with the growing pressure put upon the re-

sources of the church as more and more ministers retire. To pro-
vide support for retired ministers and widows out of current giv-
ing income of the church will eventually hamper our other efforts.

Recommendations:

1. That the Northern Plains Classis investigate immediately
the matter of aid to Mrs. Ida Krueger, with a view to answering
such questions as:

a. What happens to funds sent from Synod: do these mon-
ies go to her support in the nursing home?

b. Is Mrs. Krueger receiving welfare support either from
the State of North Dakota or U.S. government welfare programs?

c. Does Mrs. Krueger receive income from rental of farm
land?

d. Are there legal documents forbidding Rev. Bass from
visiting Mrs. Krueger or arranging transportation to worship ser-
vices for her?

Northern Plains Classis should report to the Executive of
Synod and the Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee with recom-
mendations about continuing aid to Mrs. Krueger.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Grossmann	 Rueben Mettler
William Haddock	 Ralph Kusler
Steven Schlei

VIII.J. MINISTERIAL AID FUND COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing
Ministerial Aid Committee.)

April 2, 1990

The Permanent Ministerial Aid Fund Committee has met several
times throughout the year by means of telephone conference call-
ing. As of this date we have collected $12,910.18 which has been
deposited in a six-month certificate of deposit at an annual in-
terest rate of 8.4%. We have also developed a brochure concerning
our work, which we hope to have ready for distribution at this
year's meeting of the Synod in California.

Our committee makes the following recommendations to be con-
sidered at the 244th annual meeting of the RCUS:

1. That Synod approve investing these funds primarily in
long-term utility bonds.

2. That this year's synodical guideline figure include a
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minimum of $10.00 per communicant member for the Ministerial Aid
Fund to help reach the synodical goal.

3. That Synod increase the goal of our committee's fund to
$1,000,000 and that the time which we have to reach that goal also
be increased to seven years.

Respectfully submitted,
Dennis Roe, Chairman Harold Yoder

	

Frank Walker 	 Wilbur Oudma

	

Tom Stewart 	 Tom Renner

VIII.K. PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE. [Referred to Standing Publications
Committee.]

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

Your committee did not meet during the year. Several tele-
phone conversations were made to conduct business. Due to circum-
stances beyond our control (namely, the health problems of the
chairman for the last couple of months), not all our assignments
from the 1989 Synod were completed.

Another event that affected our plans considerably was the
disastrous December, 1989, fire that destroyed the F&L Associates
printing plant in Simpson. PA, operated by Elder John Arendt. This
company had printed some of our materials in the past, and we were
hoping to use their services again. This fire also prevented us
from proceeding with getting a new design for the REFORMED HERALD
in a timely manner. The designs we had in our possession were the
property of John Arendt. and he requested that they be returned to
him.

1. In the matter of Paul Treick's Old Testament and New Tes-
tament workbooks: Rev. Treick informs us that he wishes to under-
take a major revision of his books in order to correct errors, and
do some rewriting. He would also like to put the books on computer
for ease in editing. Since the originals were typewritten on sten-
cil and mimeographed, the best way to proceed would be to use an
optical scanner to get the material on computer. However, Rev.
Treick does not have a scanner, nor a computer adequate to the
task at this time. He is planning to obtain this equipment. Edit-
ing and printing of the workbooks is going to take at least an-
other year.

2. Rev. Norman Jones' booklet, "The Reformed Church in the
United States," was last printed by F&L Associates, Inc. Since
they are out of business for the present, we have obtained quota-
tions for printing 5,000 copies from three other concerns:

	

Pine Hill Press, Freeman, South Dakota 	 $ 767.30
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Service Press, Henderson. Nebraska	 $ 899.05
Printing M-D. Sutton. Nebraska 	 $1.845.00

We can proceed immediately to print upon approval of Synod.

3. Your committee so far has not found a decent logo for the
RCUS, nor did we get bids on the other work assigned last year.

4. REFORMED HERALD Report: The church paper continues to be
printed by the Northwest Blade of Eureka. South Dakota. The pro-
prietor. Mr. Arlo Mehlhaff, informs us that he is willing to con-
tinue printing the REFORMED HERALD at the current rate of $567 per
month. plus postage. (A postage rate increase is coming in the
next few months.) In conversations with John Arendt, and in check-
ing with several printers in the Sutton, NE, area, we learned that
Synod is getting a bargain from the Northwest Blade. Mr. Mehlhaff
also indicates he is willing to print the HERALD in any design or
format we wish, but he does not have the facilities to redesign
it.

Since personal computer technology now includes desktop pub-
lishing, perhaps the Synod ought to consider making use of it for
design and production of all our publications. "Camera-ready" copy
could be produced and sent to any shop with an offset press for
printing.

The submission of articles for the REFORMED HERALD by minis-
ters of the Synod has improved a great deal in the last year.
However. there are many men who have not written anything for
several years. The Editor will become more active in soliciting
articles.

The quality of articles has been very good. The format in
which they are received, however. is not always conducive to ease
in editing. Authors are reminded to submit double-spaced, type-
written material, only. Since many of you are using computers, an
actual word count is easy to do. and inclusion of same would be
greatly appreciated.

Readers will notice the frequent printing of articles from
other publications. Your Editor is of the opinion that it is pro-
fitable for the RCUS to read the work of other Reformed writers.

The importance of up dating our mailing list cannot be over-
emphasized. The Rev. Frank Walker. Assistant Editor. takes care of
the mailing list, and the production of mailing labels each month.
He informs us that a considerable number of REFORMED HERALDS are
being sent to wrong addresses each month. We earnestly implore
that all our ministers proceed immediately to send Rev. Walker an
accurate up dated list of current names and addresses for the
HERALD. Special attention must be given to purging the mailing
list of removed or deceased members, and to correcting errors. It
is very expensive to send the paper to the wrong places.

The current Editor continues to enjoy the challenge of the
task, and is willing to remain in the post for another year, if
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Synod is willing.

Recommendations:

1. That the work from the 1989 Synod meeting not completed be
reassigned for execution in the coming year.

2. That Standing Publications Committee recommend a "guide-
line" amount for General Publishing to Synod.

3. That the new permanent committee study the feasibility of
obtaining a computer and desktop publishing program for Synod use
and be authorized to purchase such equipment with the approval of
Synod through Executive circular.

4. That Peter Grossmann be named Editor, and Frank Walker be
named Assistant Editor of the REFORMED HERALD for another year.

5. That the Northwest Blade of Eureka. South Dakota, be en-
gaged to print and mail the REFORMED HERALD for another year.

6. That Rev. Paul Treick be urged to edit his OT and NT work-
books for printing at the earliest possible date.

7. That Synod accept the bid of Pine Hill Press in Freeman,
South Dakota, for the printing of Rev. N. Jones' booklet "The
Reformed Church in the United States" and that the booklet be
printed and distributed to the churches as soon as possible.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Grossmann 	 John Arendt, Sr.
Norman Jones 	 Wayne Johnson
Maurice Riedesel 	 Ewald Ochsner
David Dawn

IX. REPORT OF OFFICERS.

IX.A. PRESIDENT'S REPORT. [It was moved and carried that the Pres-
ident's Peport be spread on the Minutes, and printed in the Ab-
stract and the REFORMED HERALD.]

Synod of the Reformed Church in the U.S.

Brethren:

Paul writes to Timothy as follows, "I charge thee before God
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead
at His appearing and His kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in
season, and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-
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suffering and doctrine." 2 Timothy 4:1-2.
The word that Paul exhorts Timothy to preach is declared to

him in 2 Timothy 3:15-16. where Paul says. "And that from a child
thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee
wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All
scripture is given by inspiration of God. and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction. for instruction in right-
eousness." The end of the preaching of that word is laid before
him in verse 17, "That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works." This command is in harmony with
the great commission that Christ gave to His church as found in
Matthew 28:19-20, "Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptiz-
ing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son. and of the
Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have
commanded you: and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of
the world. Amen." This word of exhortation is for us even unto the
present time, namely, Preach the Word! This must be our primary
task in order to continue to be the church.

The exhortation given to Timothy, and so also to us, to
preach the word, must certainly influence our thinking as we con-
sider the state of the church, specifically the Reformed Church in
the U.S. In order to truly evaluate the Reformed Church it is most
needful for us to pause and look back over our past history and
compare that to the church today. In objectively looking at that
comparison, we must ask ourselves, have we made any progress, have
we maintained on a status quo. or have we even regressed?

In receiving the reports from the various Classes (which
incidentally come to the notice of the President much too slowly)
I do take note, with thanks. that in some areas progress has been
made. Foremost it is to he noted that the pastors are faithful in
proclaiming the wondrous gospel of Jesus Christ. This is true in
every pulpit of the Reformed Church. This is true, not only from
the pulpits on the Lord's Day. but diligently are the children of
our congregation being taught these blessed truths. and Bible
studies are being conducted for the young people and adults. The
word is being preached! Can we describe the above as making pro-
gress? Yes. I believe so. for where the word is sown. it bears
fruit. Permit me to quote from Isaiah 55:11. "So shall my word be
that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void. but it shall accomplish that which I please. and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it." In the light of those
words, we take note that God is faithful in blessing the preaching
and teaching by giving the hearers receptive ears. This is not to
give the impression that the pastors do not face times of discour-
agement, or that the membership does not grow lax at times, but
even at such times God does sustain us by His grace. We must ever
bear in mind that we exist only by the mercy of God and so we look
to our sovereign Lord to supply us with all our needs.

Although there is not a great amount of fruit showing, there
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certainly is no lack of zeal to carry the gospel message to the
unchurched. A number of our congregations continue to use the
radio waves to spread the message to those who are outside the
church. the denomination continues to carry on home mission pro-
jects (not enough, but there is a desire for such undertakings).
and outside of our own nation, the association we have with the
Reformed people of Zaire, and the close contact we hope to estab-
lish with those in eastern Europe are signs of progress. In regard
to these endeavors, a comment comes from one of the Classes, "The
zeal is there, but the execution to do it seems to fail." We must
continually place before us this question. How do we do it? We
must learn to rely upon God, who alone giveth the increase.

Certainly a cause for great joy and thankfulness is the or-
ganization of two new congregations in the Reformed Church. Pil-
grims' Reformed Church of Rock Springs, Wyoming, and Trinity Re-
formed Church of Sioux Falls, South Dakota, were organized during
the past year. By the providence of God, both of these young con-
gregations have full-time pastors laboring in their respective
fields. Rev. Ron Potter is serving the church in Rock Springs, and
Rev. Dorman Savage is laboring in Sioux Falls. Since the departure
of Rev. Potter from the Willows, CA, church, that church has re-
mained vacant until the present. We pray that God may shortly
provide an undershepherd for her. Rev. Harvey Opp has replaced
Rev. Savage as the pastor of Blue Cliff Community Church of Kar-
val, CO. We certainly welcome Pilgrims' Reformed Church and Trin-
ity Reformed Church into the fellowship of the Reformed Church.

Lest we permit our joys to go beyond bounds, we are humbled
by the fact that two of our congregations have dissolved. Trinity
Reformed Church of Cincinnati. OH, has dissolved during the past
year. Grace Reformed Church of Hastings. NE. has voted to dissolve
as of June 1, 1990. This truly ought to sadden us, and cause us to
bow before the Head of the Church and ask why such things might
happen? Are these two instances where we have not made progress.
but even regressed? We do pray that the membership of these two
former congregations may be well provided for in God's providence.

With the disappointment of the above paragraph, it is also
with deep regrets that we must take note of the fact that two of
our pastors have left the Reformed Church. Rev. D.W. Treick was
dismissed by the Western Classis, and in turn he became a pastor
of the Presbyterian Church in America. Rev. Douglas Erlandson was
allowed to demit the ministry by the Great Lakes-Gulf Classis and
was erased from the roll of ministers.

The undersigned is truly concerned at the number of difficul-
ties, appeals and complaints that arise within the congregations
and classes, and which finally appear on the floor of the Synod.
This concern is expressed not with the intent of ruling out the
fact that there are differences of opinion, and there is the right
of complaint and appeal, however, should we not inquire whether
they are always founded on biblical or constitutional grounds

- 98 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

before we get the entire church involved? Surely we should exer-
cise the thought that comes from one of the Classes, "In many
instances more love and forgiveness ought to be practiced, and not
always insist on doing it 'my way.'"

It has been said that time and age do not wait for anyone or
anything, but continue to move on. So it is also in the church.
The older pastors step aside and make room for younger pastors,
men upon whom the duties fall to continue preaching the word. It
is with joy that I do make mention of the two young men who are
licentiates of the Reformed Church, namely, Charles Hill and Hank
Bowen, also the four students for the ministry, Archibald Allison.
Jim Sawtelle, Gary Findley. and Samuel David. Again, as time moves
on, so it becomes time for the older ones to step aside. We note
that Rev. Chester Ploeger will retire from the active ministry on
August 1, 1990. This means that there will be five retired minis-
ters and two widows of pastors receiving ministerial aid. This
certainly lays before us the real need for the ministerial aid
fund to be diligently supported by the membership with their fi-
nancial gifts, bequests and other forms of contributions.

There are just a couple of personal comments that I would
like to make. I do feel that there is a real need for the presi-
dent to be notified from time to time of the events that are hap-
pening in the denomination. The information of these events should
be made either by the Executive Committee of a Classis, by the
various pastors of the congregations, or even by members of the
church. I feel that the president should be made aware of any
contacts that are made which are of interest to the Reformed
Church, or any special trips that may be undertaken in connection
with such contacts. It would be well for the president to be aware
of any illnesses that may befall a pastor or his wife. Secondly. I
have served the Synod as president since 1986. and I feel it is
time for a change. For this reason. with the reading of this re-
port. I shall officially hand over these duties to another. I
would like to have you know that I do appreciate the confidence
you have shown to me in having placed upon me the honor and the
privilege to serve you in this capacity.

I close this report with the same words as I began my first
president's report that are found in Matthew 16:16b and 18b, "Thou
art Christ. the Son of the living God. ... Upon this rock I will
build my church: and the gates of hell shall not prevail against
it."

Respectfully submitted,
Robert D. Stuebbe
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IX.B. STATED CLERK'S REPORT. [Referred to Standing Overtures Com-
mittee.]

April 25, 1990

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren,

According to Synod's instructions, those unexcused from the
1989 sessions were to be notified [Minutes, page 20; Abstract,
page 84]. By oversight, this assignment was not accomplished. May
this note of his sin of omission be effective to a more careful :.
execution of his responsibilities.

Synod instructed the Clerk to communicate with the RPCNA
regarding their resolution on abortion [Minutes, page 17; Ab-
stract, page 98]. A letter (April 25, 1990) was sent to the Clerk
of Synod of the RPCNA expressing the position of the RCUS. May
this serve as a reminder to be more timely in correspondence.

Synod instructed the Clerk to inform the complainants against
the action of the Western Classis, regarding the vote of each
specification and the "Definition of the Action of Synod" [Min-
utes, page 25; Abstract, page 76]. Immediately following Synod, a
letter (May 29, 1989) was sent to Mr. Gray and Mr. Cash expressing
the decision of Synod. May this small beginning reassure Synod of
an earnest purpose to complete, not only some but all the direc-
tives of Synod [cf. Catechism 114].

Synod should be aware that the spirit, but not the letter, of
Standing Rule 19 was followed in assembling, copying, collating,
and mailing overtures to the delegates of our 1990 Synod. Note
that most overtures come from our Classes, that the spring meeting
of the Classes are at least one month before Synod (Rule 20), and
that overtures sent to the Clerk four weeks in advance of Synod
shall be circularized. In practice, it appears that the spring
meetings of our Classes are four weeks prior to Synod, making it
humanly impossible for their clerks to send overtures which comply
with Rule 19. One solution is an amendment to Rule 20, proposed
below.

In compiling information for Synod, two years were used, a
calendar year and a synodical year. At first I thought all data
should be as of December 31, 1989. But after reflection and con-
versations with our Classis Clerks, it seems more useful to use
two systems, calendar and synodical. The statistics for membership
and finances are figured on a calendar year, but the changes in
personnel are as of the latest Classis meeting.

Recommendation 1. That Standing Rule 20 be amended by chang-
ing "one month" to "six weeks".

Respectfully submitted.
Steven Work
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IX.C. TREASURER'S REPORT AND AUDITOR'S OPINION. [It was moved and
carried that the Treasurer's Report be adopted and printed in the
Abstract.]

Contryman Associates, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants

2215 West Twelfth Street, Hastings, NE 68902

March 29, 1990

To the Executive Committee
Reformed Church in the United States Synod

We have reviewed the accompanying statements of assets and
liabilities-cash basis of the Reformed Church in the United States
Synod, a non-profit organization, and the statements of revenue,
expenses, and fund balance-cash basis for the years ending Decem-
ber 31, 1989 and 1988, in accordance with standards established by
the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants. All infor-
mation included in these financial statements is the representa-
tion of the management of the Reformed Church in the United States
Synod.

A review consists principally of inquiries of organization
personnel and analytical procedures applied to financial data. It
is substantially less in scope than an examination in accordance
with generally accepted auditing standards, the objective of which
is the expression of an opinion regarding the financial statements
taken as a whole.

Based on our review, we are not aware of any material modifi-
cations that should be made to the accompanying financial state-
ments in order for them to be presented on the basis of accounting
described in note 1, which basis has been applied in a manner
consistent with that of the preceding year.

Contryman Associates, P.C.
Certified Public Accountants
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Statements of Assets and Liabilities - Cash Basis

ASSETS

12/31/89 12/31/88

Current assets:
Cash 64,736.70 15,502.87

Investments (note 1) 67,392.14 105,283.01

Total current assets 132,128.84 120,785.88

Other assets:
Notes receivable unsecured (note 2) 39,553.55 51,572.62

Total assets 171,682.39 172,358.50

LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES

Liabilities 0.00 0.00

Fund balances 171,682.39 172,358.50

Total liabilities and fund balances 171,682.39 172,358.50

The accompanying notes are an integral part of the financial

statements.

Note 1: Summary of significant accounting policies:
Basis of Accounting - The Reformed Church of the United

States Synod prepares its financial statements on the cash basis

method of accounting.

Fund Accounting - Fund accounting, which consists of a self-
balancing group of accounts and in which is recorded cash received

and expenditures paid, is used by the Synod. In addition, revenue

and the related assets are recognized when received rather than

when earned, and expenses are recognized when paid rather than
when the obligation is incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying

financial statements are not intended to present financial posi-

tion and results of operations in conformity with generally ac-

cepted accounting principles.
Investments - Investments consist of savings accounts and

certificates of deposit and are stated at cost.

Note 2: Notes receivable - Notes receivable are recorded as
an asset at the time funds are advanced. Interest rates vary from

0% to 3%. Notes receivable are unsecured.
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Loans Receivable

Church 	 Beginning 	 Wrote 	 Amount
& Rate 	 Balance 	 Off 	 Paid

Interest
Charged

Ending
Balance

St. 	 John's 	 (3%) 	 23,835.00 .00 	 1,012.80 712.80 23,535.00
Lincoln, NE
Hope 	 (0%) 	 11,000.00 .00 	 11,000.00 .00 .00

Kansas City, MO
Grace 	 (3%) 	 6,000.00 .00 	 1,180.00 180.00 5,000.00

Mitchell, SD
Peace 	 (3%) 	 10,737.62 .00 	 40.00 320.93 11,018.55

Cincinnati, OH
Totals 	 51,572.62 .00 	 13,232.80 1,213.73 39,553.55

Fund Balances
Year Ended December 31, 1989

Fund 	 Beginning Income Expense Ending

Ministerial Aid 	 -6,193.19 55,794.31 55,600.00 -5,998.88
Student Aid 	 4,470.81 4,709.17 5,310.00 3,869.98
Synod Dues 	 21,010.94 27,778.55 19,735.69 29,053.80
Home Missions 	 20,179.21 66,191.26 81,697.12 4,673.35
Foreign Missions 	 40,801.85 9,685.06* 1,973.64 48,513.27
For. Miss. Contact 	 4,942.12 .00 4,942.12 .00
Gen. Publishing 	 -3,396.13 27,218.59 23,321.51 500.95
Gen. Benevolence 	 69,467.38 12,393.62 14,865.10 66,995.90
Westminster Seminary 	 .00 9,630.35 9,630.35 .00
Dordt College 	 .00 4,957.20 4,957.20 .00
Hope Haven 	 .00 6,265.87 6,265.87 .00
Living Hope 	 .00 5,076.55 5,076.55 .00
Building 	 3,301.10 .00 .00 3,301.10
Diaconal Ministry 	 17,774.41 18,398.51 15,400.00 20,772.92

Total 	 172,358.50 248,099.04 248,775.15 171,682.39

* Includes transfer of 4,942.12
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Statement of Expenses for 1989

MINISTERIAL
AID

Ida Krueger
Marie Stuebbe
Robert Sander
Jefferson Duckett
Robert Stuebbe

7,600.00
7,600.00

12,800.00
12,800.00
12,800.00

Maurice Riedesel 2,000.00
Total 55,600.00

STUDENT Hank Bowen 1,610.00
AID Gary Findley 3,700.00

Total 5,310.00

SYNODICAL Miscellaneous 404.58
DUES Home Missions Conference 2,191.24

Interchurch Relations 83.61
Ecclesiastical Divorce 167.70
Ministerial Relief 92.13
Annual Meeting 11,643.11
Telephone 387.70
Mileage 476.67
Supplies 310.68

Postage 311.53
Officer Remuneration 3,550.00
Bank Charges 116.74

Total 19,735.69

HOME Kansas City 7,504.16
MISSIONS Cincinnati 4,650.00

Hastings 3,125.00
Yuba City 30,133.28
Modesto-Riverbank 26,133.28
Sioux Falls 8,500.00
Telephone 583.65
Mileage/Travel 978.24
Miscellaneous 89.51

Total 81,697.12

FOREIGN Mileage 112.00

MISSIONS Zaire-Calvin Institutes 861.64
Zaire elder travel 1,000.00

Total 1,973.64
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GENERAL
PUBLICATIONS

Reformed Herald
Royalties
Postage
Abstracts

9,530.05
323.93
394.95

11,333.08

Paul Treick-wookbooks 1.500.00
RCUS payment books 239.50

Total 23,321.51

GENERAL Living Hope 9.02
BENEVOLENCES Alan Mallory 800.00

Karval-Blue Cliff 4,000.00
Willows 4,189.36
Lincoln 2,133.36
Kansas City 1,733.36
Hastings 2,000.00

Total 14,865.10

SEMINARY Westminster, Escondido 4,792.30
Mid-America 4,838.05

Total 9,630.35

DORDT COLLEGE Total 4,957.20

HOPE HAVEN Total 6,265.87

DIACONAL Ian McSevney 1,000.00
AID C.W. 	 Powell, 	 Jr. 2,100.00

Kabango Bankina 1,800.00
Mwenghe Mfumwabana N'Kulu 900.00
Kabeya Muana Pasua 1,800.00
Kishimba Nvombo Kasantika 6,000.00
Nbayo Masanyu 1,800.00

Total 15,400.00

LIVING HOPE Total 5,076.55

TOTAL EXPENSES 243,833.03

Transfer Foreign Missions Contact to Foreign Missions 4,942.12

Total Expenses per statement 248,775.15
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INCOME, 	 1989
CHURCH

( GREAT LAKES-GULF 	 )

Mem- 	 Fami-

bers 	 lies

Synod

Dues

Home

Missions

Foreign 	 Ministerial

Missions 	 Aid

Diaconal

Aid

Garner, 	 IA 150 94 1,102.50 3,900.00 1,000.00 3.450.00 712.50

Cincinnati, 	 OH 11 6 65.00 .00 .00 .00 .00

Napoleon, 	 OH 107 56 786.45 2,782.00 112.35 2,490.56 551.05

Carbondale, 	 PA 20 9 13.50 260.00 10.50 230.00 51.50

Manitowoc, 	 WI 306 175 2,249.10 7,956.00 324.45 1,038.00 1,591,15

( 	 NORTHERN PLAINS 	 )

Ashley, 	 ND 72 41 521.85 1,984.55 74.55 1,633.00 365.65

Lincoln 	 Valley, 	 ND 36 24 257.25 910.00 36.75 805.00 180.25

Minot, 	 ND 28 15 205.80 .00 .00 .00 .00

Upham, 	 ND 36 25 264,60 .00 .00 .00 .00

Aberdeen, 	 SD 114 61 837.90 2,964.00 119.70 1,900.00 .00

Artas, SD 62 33 464.00 1,344.00 54.00 1,190.00 266.00

Eureka, 	 SD 278 143 2,043.30 7,228.00 291.90 6,581.25 1,431.70

Herreid, 	 SD 69 34 507.15 1,034.23 64.65 872.68 193.93

Hosmer, SD 80 40 588.00 1,100.00 160.00 700.00 160.00

Leola, 	 SD 38 23 280.00 1,000.00 40.00 900.00 200.00

Pierre, 	 SD 36 20 .00 .00 116.05 .00 .00

( SOUTH CENTRAL )

Arvada, CO 16 12 117.60 416.00 16.80 368.00 82.40

Coioraao Springs, CO 11 5 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

Karval, 	 CO 28 17 205.80 442.00 17.85 391.00 87.55

Loveland, CO 49 22 360.15 .00 .00 .00 .00

Kansas City, 	 MO 40 18 294.00 1,040.00 42.00 920.00 206.00

Hastings, 	 NE 11 10 124.95 142.00 11.85 241.00 37,55

Lincoln, 	 NE 90 47 661.50 714.35 28.92 633.42 141.83

Sutton, 	 NE 	 (E) 213 101 1,580.25 5,590.00 225.75 4,945.00 1,101.25

Sutton, 	 NE 	 (H) 181 99 1,330.35 4,706.00 190.05 4,163.00 932.15

Menno, SD 269 121 1,977.15 6,994.00 282.45 6,200.00 1.385.35

Mitchell, 	 SD 76 35 558.60 1,916.00 19.80 1,748.00 391.40

( WESTERN )

Anderson, CA 63 33 350.00 .00 .00 .00 150.00

Bakersfield, CA 140 87 1,029.00 3,640.00 147,00 3,220.00 121.00
Riverbank, CA 17 9 124.95 466.63 92.46 391.00 81.55

Santa Clarita, CA 25 17 154.35 338.00 13.65 299.00 66.95

Sacramento, CA 88 48 646.80 2,288.00 92.40 2.024.00 321.20
Shafter, CA 93 55 735.00 2,600.00 1,000.00 2,300.00 515.00

Willows, 	 CA 32 17 139.65 130.00 31.06 154.40 29.80

Miscellaneous 1,142.05 2,245.50 4,942.12 .00 6,371.80

TOTAL 2,891 1,564 27,778.55 66,191.26 9,685.06 55,794.31 18,398.51
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General 	 General

Publishing Benevolence

Dordt

College

Hope

Haven

Seminary Student

Aid

Living

Hope TOTALS

1,625.00 937.50 601.15 1,165.82 1,000.00 165.00 500.00 16,825.47

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 65.00

831.50 668.75 214.00 214.00 428.00 214.00 214.00 9,506.66

55.00 62.50 20.00 20.00 40.00 20.00 20.00 863.00

2,553.00 251.12 612.00 612.00 241.25 251.12 251.12 23,936.31

660.50 443.15 142.00 142.00 284.00 142.00 142.00 6,535.85

322.50 218.75 10.00 70.00 140.00 70.00 10.00 3,150.50

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 205.80

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 264.60

280.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 6,101.60

448.00 323.00 104.00 104.00 208.00 104.00 104.00 4,113.00

2,244.00 1,737.50 556.00 556.00 1,112.00 556.00 556.00 24,899.65

396.25 258.57 96.91 96.91 193.94 96.97 96.91 3,909.28

200.00 160.00 80.00 80.00 80.00 .00 .00 3,308.00

310.00 240.00 80.00 80.00 160.00 80.00 80.00 3,450.00

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 45.38 221.43

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 1,000.80

.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00

93.50 106.25 34.00 34.00 68.00 34.00 56.00 1,569.95

110.00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 410.15

328.10 250.00 80.00 80.00 160.00 80.00 80.00 3,560.70

93.50 56.25 .00 .00 .00 34.00 .00 747.10

386.47 112.13 55.08 55.08 110.16 55.08 55.08 3,069.10

1,717.50 948.53 430.00 430.00 860.00 430.00 430.00 18,694.28

1,490.50 1,131.25 362.00 362.00 724.00 362.00 362.00 16,115.30

2,054.50 1,681.25 538.00 538.00 1,076.00 538.00 538.00 23,802.10

588.00 415.00 152.00 152.00 304.00 152.00 152.00 6,728.80

350.00 .00 .00 750.00 .00 .00 600.00 2,200.00

1,200.00 815.00 280.00 280.00 560.00 280.00 280.00 12,512.00

173.50 106.25 34.00 34.00 68.00 35.00 34.00 1,641.34

71.50 81.25 26.00 26.00 39.00 26.00 26.00 1,161.10

159.00 550.00 176.00 176.00 352.00 176.00 176.00 7,737.40

880.00 625.00 200.00 200.00 1,400.00 200.00 200.00 10,855.00

22.45 25.00 8.00 8.00 16.00 8.00 8.00 580.36

6,913.12 9.02 .00 .00 .00 .00 .00 27,684.21

27,218.59 12,393.62 4,957.20 6,265.81 9,630.35 4,709.17 5,076.55 248,099.04
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X. REPORT OF STATISTICS. [See Appendix.]

XI. REPORT FROM RCUS DELEGATES AND OBSERVERS.

XI.A. FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE OPC AND RPCNA. [Referred to the
Standing Ecumenical Committee.]

Orthodox Presbyterian Church, 56th General Assembly
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, 160th Synod

Beaver Falls, PA / June 12-15, 1989

Esteemed Pastors and Elders of Christ's Flock:

It was my privilege to represent the Reformed Church in the
United States at the concurrent meetings of the Orthodox Presby-
terian Church and the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North Amer-
ica at Geneva College, Beaver Falls, PA, June 12-15, 1989. Your
servant was welcomed and warmly greeted by both bodies. The Gener-
al Assembly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church provided lodging
and meals.

During the course of their meetings, the OPC and the RPCNA
held several joint sessions. The Synod of the RPCNA observed the
General Assembly of the OPC on Monday afternoon and was accorded
privileges of the floor. On Tuesday afternoon, the OPC observed
sessions of the RPCNA with the same privileges, during which the
two bodies discussed the possibility of merging and some of the
difficulties and differences attendant thereto. Your servant found
this exchange especially interesting and enlightening. And lastly,
the General Assembly of the OPC was invited by the Synod of the
RPCNA Wednesday morning to join an abortion protest at one of the
local RPCNA churches.

Because of other obligations, your servant was only able to
be present for two full days. Since most of this time was devoted
to the joint sessions of the two churches, I had a minimal amount
of time to spend with each group separately. I, therefore, dedi-
cated most of my time to listening to the deliberations of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Assembly.

The following are some of the highlights of the OPC General
Assembly: your servant heard brief discussions of OPC foreign and
home mission works, insurance and retirement plans, the possibil-
ity of beginning a new denominational magazine, and matters relat-
ing to the Reformed Ecumenical Council. During my final hour or so
with the General Assembly, adjudication had begun on a complaint
against the session of an Illinois OPC church involving the role
of women in the leadership of the congregation. It seemed to me,
and I want to stress that I was not very familiar with the com-
plaint, that this particular session tried to circumvent the posi-
tion of the OPC by establishing a "church council," composed of
both men and women, that would assume final authority in determin-
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ing church policies. Although I was unable to hear the conclusion
of the :natter, the direction that the Assembly had taken during my
presence seemed both biblical and wise.

Your servant was also given the opportunity to address the
General Assembly of the OPC. My message reviewed certain aspects
of Rev. G.I. Williamson's address to our body last year, especial-
ly his challenge to us to be more involved in the ecumenical arena
and to develop a closer working relationship between our two
churches. Then I outlined some of the actions we took at last
year's Synod. The delegates of the OPC seemed genuinely grateful
for the existence and ministry of our church.

We, too, must be thankful for the labors of both the OPC and
the RPCNA as they hold forth the Word of God and preach the sover-
eign, electing grace of God to this crooked and perverse genera-
tion in which we all live. May the Lord continually strengthen all
of us to be faithful stewards of the divine mystery.

Respectfully submitted,
Frank H. Walker, Jr.

XI.B. FRATERNAL DELEGATE TO THE RCCZ. On Thursday evening Maynard
Koerner and Paul Treick presented a video made in Zaire which
contained fraternal greetings to and from the Reformed Confessing
Church of Zaire.

XI.C. OBSERVER TO THE ICRC. [Referred to the Standing Ecumenical
Committee. It was moved and carried that the Permanent Interchurch
Relations Committee investigate the value of the International
Conference of Reformed Churches, and report back next year.]

International Conference of Reformed Churches
Langley, British Columbia / June 19-28, 1989

Fathers and Brethren:

It was a privilege to represent the RCUS at such a prestig-
ious conference as the ICRC. Much good can result from the work of
such a conference for those who are interested in the Reformed
faith on an international scope.

The conference, to a measure, was organized to do the work
that the Reformed Ecumenical Synod set out to do but floundered
along the line. The RES failed to discipline the churches that
became lax in their adherence to the creeds they professed to
adopt as their standards. Because of this failure in the RES there
is a great emphasis laid upon the creeds as a vital force in the
life of the member churches. The conference accepts as members
those denominations that are in agreement to the Three Forms of
Unity and/or the Westminster Standards. Attempts were made to
require member churches to adopt one of the creeds into their
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ecclesiastical structure, but the verdict was to continue to re-
quire an agreement with the content of these creeds. Much time was
spent in dealing with overtures seeking to weaken this subscrip-
tion by accepting those churches who have an acceptable statement
of Reformed beliefs. The verdict was to continue on the same
course without changing the constitution.

Member churches with delegates present were from Canada,
Ireland, Scotland, South Africa, Australia, Korea, and the Nether-
lands. In addition observers came from the Philippines, Indonesia,
and the United States.

The purpose of the conference is to promote unity of the
faith, provide ecclesiastical fellowship, cooperation in mission-
ary outreach and to study the common problems and issues of member
churches. Any conclusions arrived at in a conference session are
purely advisory and no authority is indicated by any action taken
by the body of delegates.

There are five standing committees that meet during the con-
ference and report during the conference sessions. The committees
are: Membership and Finance, Creeds, Constitution, Missions, Place
of Next Conference. Delegates may attend any of the committee
meetings without voting rights.

Interspersed throughout the conference sessions papers were
read on matters preassigned by the Executive Committee or voted on
by the delegates or volunteered by members and placed on the agen-
da. After each paper was read adequate time was allowed for dis-
cussion and debate. Papers submitted were: "Nehemiah the Builder,"
"Baptism with the Holy Spirit," "Christology," "Apartheid," "Con-
textualization in Missions," "Tangun Shrine Worship and Radical.
Christian Movement in the Christian Churches," and "Elder as Pre-
server of Life in the Covenant." One's thinking was enlarged
through the debate that ensued after the reading of each paper.
Suggested topics for the next meeting were: "Marriage and Di-
vorce," "Church in a Secular Society," "Admission to the Lord's
Supper," "Preaching: Redemptive, Historical and Exemplaristic,"
"Church Growth," "Theonomy," "Prophecy Today?," "Children in the
Covenant," and "Issues Facing the Church Today."

A partial quote of Rev. Visscher's closing remarks as the
chairman will give some idea of the results of the conference.
"Adding it all up what do we come to? On the one hand, there has
been a definite growth in terms of our understanding of each other
and our churches. An increased maturity was present in terms of
the willingness to listen, to understand and to accommodate each
other. On the other hand, there were frustrations too because of
different approaches, procedures and perspectives. In short, we
have learned much, but the process must be one of further learning
and discussion. In this world of so much appalling unbelief and
immorality the churches of our Lord can not afford to turn a di-
vided face to the world. We need each other and must be a hand and
foot to each other in order that we might all the more witness to
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the centrality of our Lord and Savior in this broken and sin-
shattered world."

The conference did give us a broader view of the Reformed
church in the world and some of its needs that we are not aware of
because of our limited contacts with others of the same faith that
we profess. We have heard the statement that we of the Reformed
faith need to continue to reform. This conference perhaps, is one
way in which our eyes may be lifted and we will be able to see
when and where we may continue to grow in our knowledge of our
Sovereign Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Dangers are present to the
church and as we learn of these dangers in other parts of the
world, perhaps we will be better able to deal with these dangers
as they approach us in the RCU S. The conference has extended us an
invitation to become a member upon agreement with their basis of
membership.

The conference meets every four years and the next meeting
will be the first half of September, 1993, in Seoul, Korea.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert Sander

XI.D. OBSERVER TO THE CRC. George Syms gave an oral report on the
Canadian Reformed Churches.

XII. ADDRESSES BY DELEGATES AND REPRESENTATIVES.

Rev. Donald Duff, fraternal delegate from the General Assem-
bly of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, addressed the assembly.
R. Grossmann responded for Synod.

Rev. Tim McCraken, fraternal delegate from the Synod of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America, addressed the as-
sembly. H. Hart responded for Synod.

Rev. Robert Grossmann, representative and professor at Mid-
America Reformed Seminary, Orange City, IA, addressed the assem-
bly.

Mr. Robert den Dulk, President of Westminster Theological
Seminary in California, Escondido, CA, addressed the assembly.

Dr. John Hulst, President of Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA,
addressed the assembly.

Mr. Marlowe Van Ginkel, public relations coordinator of Hope
Haven, Rock Valley, IA, addressed the assembly.

Dr. John Paul Roberts, pastor of the Reformed Church of the
Valley, Pharr, TX, and professor at John Calvin Theological Semi-
nary, Mexico City, Mexico, and the University of Texas, Edinburg,
TX, showed slides and addressed the assembly on the work of the
Independent Presbyterian Church of Mexico. It was moved and car-
ried that the report of Dr. Roberts be referred to the Standing
Missions Committee.
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XIII. REPORT OF LIAISONS.

XIII.A. ADVISORY MEMBER TO DORDT COLLEGE TRUSTEES. [Referred to
the Standing Benevolence Committee.]

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

As an advisory member of the Board of Trustees of Dordt Col-
lege, I have an opportunity to represent the interests of the RCUS
and our students. Since the Synod meeting of 1989, I have attended
two board meetings, one last September, and one in March of this
year.

Routine business of the Board of Trustees between twice-a-
year meetings of the whole board is handled by an Executive Com-
mittee. the Trustees approve major projects for improvements at
the college, interview candidates for permanent appointment to the
faculty, and approve budgets and fund raising efforts.

At the March meeting I was pleased to participate in a final-
appointment interview of professor of psychology, Paul Moes. For
the first time I have met a psychologist who is not completely
infected with Freudianism and humanism. Dr. Moes is an experimen-
tal (not a clinical) psychologist who actually approaches his work
from a Christian point of view.

The position of the Rev. Richard Hodgson on the faculty con-
tinues to come under close scrutiny by the administration. Mr.
Hodgson is no longer teaching the geology course that caused dif-
ficulties in the past. Dr. Alberda, Dean of the Science Depart-
ment, is to work with Hodgson, who has continued his studies in
the area of creation/evolution. He specifically states that he is
not a Darwinian or humanistic evolutionist. He calls himself a
"giga-creationist," accepting the Genesis record, believing that
the universe is billions of light years in size, and billions of
years old. The college has not concluded that Mr. Hodgson's posi-
tions require his release from the faculty. He continues to teach
astronomy and basic science courses.

Dordt is doing some long-term planning regarding the campus.
With a year 2000 goal of 1,500 students, a $35 million building
program has been proposed by a Chicago-based consultant working
with college staff. Several new buildings are included in the
plan, and a redesign of campus parking, open spaces, plantings,
etc. This plan has not official approval as yet.

In September of 1990, Dordt College will host a major cul-
tural-historical event in commemoration of the trials of Dutch
people in World War II. It is to be called the "Suffering and
Survival Conference," and will feature a display of Ann Frank
memorabilia, a new play called "Suspended Sentence," and a series
of speakers on the Nazi occupation of the Netherlands and the
liberation by the Allies. The main events will be held on Septem-
ber 27-29, and the exhibits will be there for three weeks.

- 112 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

The Board of Trustees approved a "dance policy" for the col-
lege, which affirms that dancing can be a God-glorifying activity,
and setting up very strict rules for conducting student dances on
campus for a one-year trial. A special Committee has studied this
matter for several years. Need I say that the vote of the Board of
Trustees was not unanimous?

Student enrollment seems to be on the rise at Dordt. As of
mid-March, freshmen admissions (not enrollments) were 66 higher
for the fall of 1990 than for 1989. Dordt gives 15% of its total
budget in student aid. Other Christian colleges give 5% more than
that, on average.

As a college supported by the Christian Reformed Church,
Dordt is feeling the effects of the current disagreements and
strife in that denomination. The creation-evolution controversy at
Calvin College spills over on to the Dordt campus. The women-in-
office issue is tearing the CRC apart, and it is felt at Dordt,
too. Calvin College and Calvin Seminary are turning out ministers
and teachers who are compromising with humanist or evolutionist
positions, and this makes it hard for Dordt to find consistently
Reformed professors in theology, science and philosophy. A case in
point was the temporary assignment of a Mr. Gary Shahinian in the
philosophy department to fill in for another man on sabbatical
leave. Mr. Shahinian holds some very strange views on Scripture,
sin, the atonement, death and resurrection. These teachings came
to my attention through some RCUS and CRC students, and I was able
to precipitate an investigation by President John Hulst. I have
not learned how the matter was resolved.

The RCUS and its contribution to Dordt are minuscule. But we
do have an inordinately powerful influence in helping the college
to maintain its Reformed position. We are respected and listened
to far out of proportion to what we offer Dordt in support or
enrollment.

For the 1990-1991 school year, Dordt will have a projected
enrollment of 985 full-time, and 80 part-time students. The budget
will be $10,893,162; an increase of 10.2% over last year. Tuition
will be $7,100. Tuition comprises 79% of the educational and gen-
eral budget. Compare tuition at other colleges for '90- '91: North-
western at Orange City - $7,450; Calvin - $7,350; Morningside of
Sioux City - $8,300; Briar Cliff of Sioux City - $7,980.

Should the RCUS continue to support Dordt College with dol-
lars and students? Without hesitation or qualification, I say YES!
Dordt is not without its problems and imperfections. I believe
that the board, the administration and staff want very much to be
Reformed in the fullest sense, and they struggle daily with the
challenges of applying the Bible to life in the modern world. They
are trying to do something no other college of my acquaintance is
trying to do. It is the only college at which we can be sure our
young people will get a Reformed world and life view.

Is an education at Dordt College for RCUS youngsters worth
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the effort, the cost, and the distance? It certainly is! All you
have to do is talk to someone who has been at Dordt a year or
more. Compare the Dordt student's understanding of Christianity,
the Biblical view of life, the dedication to serving Christ and
His church, to that of a person attending a secular college, and
you will see what I mean. In most cases, such a comparison is
embarrassing. The secular student will not even be acquainted with
the vocabulary of a student at a Christian college, much less the
concepts and practices the words represent. Nor will the secular
student be nearly so able to go into the world ready to challenge
Satan and his armies with consistent Biblical faith and practice.

The RCUS needs Dordt College, and I think Dordt is happy to
have us as a small part of her constituency.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter B. Grossmann

XIII.B. BOARD MEMBER OF MID-AMERICA REFORMED SEMINARY. [Take
note.]

Esteemed Brothers:

"We are slowly establishing ourselves and becoming known as a
confessionally Reformed seminary that aims to train faithful men
to preach the Word in all its fullness to God's people. This ac-
counts for the steadily increasing support for the seminary on the
part of its constituency and the increasing interest expressed by
students in attending Mid-America. I am convinced that a clear
articulation of our purpose and program, together with a more
vigorous promotion of the school, will serve to galvanize further
this kind of support in the future."

These statements by Dean of Faculty, theology professor
Cornel Venema, indicate very well the situation at Mid-America.
There is evidence that the Lord is blessing Mid-America Reformed
Seminary with slow but continued growth. Overall, confidence is
high that the Lord has great things in store for this fledgling
institution of ministerial training.

Fifteen students are in attendance during this school year.
Two will be graduating in May, including our own Hank Bowen. Jim
Sawtelle of the RCUS is a part-time student this year and will be
full-time next year. Also the first student from the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church will begin attendance in the fall. The student
body is expected to be about the same size in the coming year. A
large increase in students would strain the present facility, so
in the long run some changes are necessary. Increased library
space is the immediate need. But long-term planning is still
struggling with the question of location as well as facility.

The board has extended four-year reappointments to professors
Cornel Venema 'in theology and Nelson Kloosterman in New Testament
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after thorough and satisfying interviews with these men. One fac-
ulty change for the upcoming year is of interest. Rev. Mark Vander
Hart will be on a two year leave working on his doctorate at the
Potchefstroom University for Christian Higher Education in Pot-
chefstroom, South Africa. The seminary was able to engage Rev.
Raymond Zorn of Geelong, Australia, to serve in Rev. Vander Hart's
place during this interim. Rev. Zorn, a well-known Reformed scho-
lar, has served in the pastorate and as professor of apologetics
and ethics at Geelong Theological College. He is a graduate of
Westminster Seminary and was a classmate of the undersigned. We
praise God for His good providence in making Rev. Zorn available
and bringing him to the seminary at this time.

The increased interest in the seminary on the part of other
Reformed denominations has led the board to review the bylaws with
respect to the matter of Christian Reformed membership as a re-
quirement to board membership. The financial condition of the
Seminary remains excellent, though there is always the continual
need for contributions. In addition to our Guidelines for Giving,
we urge our membership to become voting members of the seminary
with at least a $10 contribution. This gives us individually more
interest and influence in the life and direction of the seminary.
Membership blanks are provided in each issue of the "Mid-America
Messenger."

The term of board membership of the undersigned expires this
year, but as two terms are permitted I have been renominated. Rev.
Herman Van Stedum has also been nominated so that one of us will
be elected as the RCUS board member. The ministry of our own Rev.
Bob Grossmann has been effective at the seminary, not just in the
classroom, but especially, as it has been reported, in student
recruiting in that he is eminently able to tell prospective minis-
terial students why they ought to go to Mid-America! Our opportu-
nity as a denomination to influence Reformed ministerial educa-
tion, not only for ourselves but for the larger Reformed commu-
nity, is one that we should improve with all eagerness. Mid-
America has promise for the future of the Reformed Church and the
kingdom of God. We thank Him that we can share in it.

Respectfully submitted,
Norman C. Hoeflinger

XIII.C. BOARD MEMBER OF WESTMINSTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, CA. Jo
Stuebbe gave an oral report as a board member of Westminster Theo-
logical Seminary in California. Take note.

XIII.D. BOARD MEMBER OF HOPE HAVEN. Herman Van Stedum gave an oral
report as a board member of Hope Haven. Take note.

XIII.E. LIAISON TO THE REFORMED CONFESSING CHURCH OF ZAIRE. By
common consent, the report of Paul Treick as liaison to the Re-
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formed Confessing Church in Zaire was included with the Zaire
video presentation.

XIII.F. LIAISON TO LIVING HOPE. [Referred to the Standing Benevo-
lence Committee. At the President's request, George Syms led the
assembly in prayer on behalf of the Parkers and Living Hope.]

Greetings from Living Hope,

Residents at Living Hope for 1989 were only three. Dee
Lawrence joined us January 31, and stayed through March 16. She con-
tinued her high school with tutors coming into the home. She is
now parenting a sweet baby girl and completing her senior year of
high school. Dee plans to go on to college. She is one of the
fortunate residents of Living Hope as she has a very supportive
Christian family.

Cindi Haggard and daughter, Kristin, joined us May 31, but
decided not to stay so left June 6. She was about four and one-
half months pregnant. This was one of our sorrowful events as
Kristin, eight months old, was in desperate need of cranial sur-
gery, but Cindi chose to take her child and run rather than face
the surgery. Who knows what has happened since. This we leave in
the Lord's hands and trust that He had a purpose for her being
here even if only for a short time. I personally had a hard time
accepting this, but am thankful now that the Lord chose to use us,
even this way.

Tammie Snelson joined us October 20, and left November 3.
Tammie, pregnant with twins in her first trimester, caught the flu
shortly after arriving. This caused all kinds of complications and
we spent most the the next week and half on the road or at the
hospital or doctor's office. A former unwed mother who lives in
Rocky Ford, CO, and is now married, took Tammie in so she could be
closer to health care. This young woman has LOTS of past and pre-
sent emotional problems to deal with along with a difficult preg-
nancy. She ran from the Rocky Ford home, and as a result of delib-
erately not caring for herself, delivered the babies at six
months. I am told both girls will live, but have lots of problems.
I would like to point out here that Tammie was easily influenced
by those around her. I know with Christian teaching about the
responsibility of parents that God requires of us, these young
women do stop and think and sometimes don't run. Sadly these
points were not made to Tammie. But, and I do emphasize this, we
know how necessary this is for future residents.

In June an open house was held at Living Hope with social
services, churches, and health care facilities in southeastern
Colorado being invited. The attendance was very poor. We laugh at
the fact I did manage to finagle the establishment of a yard in
preparation to this, I'm joyous! Many were made aware of Living
Hope even if they did not attend.
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Houseparents, Jack and Joyce Parker, and the board of direc-
tors have questioned, "Why are we not getting more calls from
those needing help?" Research is still under way, and plans for
advertising in the yellow pages of telephone directories are being
explored. Meanwhile, Living Hope joined the "Christian Maternity
Home Association" which is a national organization established in
1986 to develop and support family-style maternity homes and
single-parent programs with a Christian emphasis. Living Hope has
a photo listing in this directory which is distributed to over
2,000 pro-life ministries throughout the U.S. and Canada. Also in
March I attended a housing retreat along with 58 other people in
Pennsylvania. Those attending were crisis pregnancy center direc-
tors, maternity home houseparents and board of directors, plus
others interested in establishing CPC's, maternity homes, or
after-care homes. My intentions in attending were two fold: (1) to
learn everything I possibly could; (2) the answer to "Why aren't
we getting girls?" the retreat was most refreshing both spiritual-
ly and information-wise. The sermons given every evening were (as
God would have it) just what I needed to help us not be discour-
aged. Those attending were most informative. Surprising as it is,
most houseparents represented had been houseparenting for two
years or less. Burnout is very high. One morning session was
taught by experienced houseparents (4 1/2 yrs., 6 yrs., and 11
yrs.). These houseparents were very helpful, especially in dealing
with hard case girls and the stress factor, which causes most
burnout. I also attended a session about "Biblical Profiles." This
training could be most helpful in my counseling work with these
girls/women.

As a summary of the retreat: (1) I could not possibly absorb
everything, but am very thankful for the classes I attended. "What
does Christ say?" was often the answer to questions asked, fol-
lowed by scriptural teaching. How refreshing in this day and age!
(2) Concerning our lack of numbers of residents for Living Hope,
"Wait upon the Lord" - "Be prepared" was the answer I received.

I am enthused about the possibilities for Living Hope and
until residents do arrive I will continue trying to become better
educated to help them. My next step will be to secure more train-
ing in post-abortion counseling.

We do want to thank you, individuals as well as churches, who
have generously donated to make this work possible. Even if we
just help one find the love of the Lord through sharing in our
lives, it is so worth it, plus providing a place and health care
to complete a pregnancy.

Sincerely,
Joyce Parker
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Living Hope Financial Statement for 1989

January 1, 1989, Beginning Balance
Living Hope Income
Total Income

$ 	 107.44
7.270.83

$7,378.27

Living Hope Expenses
Food $ 	 687.04
Clothing 0.00
Medical expenses 32.00
Insurance 1,488.66
Telephone 178.26
Electricity 250.83
Travel 571.36
Household maintenance 169.31
Accounting expenses 27.80
Counseling expenses 0.00
Advertising and newsletter 536.28
Propane 413.01
Office supplies 268.18
Houseparent salary 483.86
Educational supplies 68.70
Total $5,166.29

Living Hope Balance $2,211.98

RCUS depository mailing expense $364.18
RCUS depository mailing income 333.77
Accounts receivable RCUS 30.41

December 31, 1989, Ending Balance 	 $2,181.57

XIII.G. LIAISON TO THE INDEPENDENT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF MEXICC
Peter Grossmann gave an oral report on the Independent Presbyter-
ian Church in Mexico. Take note.

XIV. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES.

XIV.A. CLASSIS ABSTRACT COORDINATOR. John Arendt gave an oral
report and the Classis Abstract Coordinator. Take note.
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XIV.B. CONFER WITH DORDT COLLEGE.

ACTIVITIES OF YOUR COMMITTEE - Members of your committee
conferred by telephone a number of times over the year and met
with Dordt College President, Dr. John Hu1st, and Vice President
for Development, Mr. Lyle Gritters, to discuss the progress of the
college and matters of concern to us and our students. These Dordt
representatives reported that their committee to work with Profes-
sor Richard Hodgson on his views of origins has received some
reports from him but that it continues to work with him. The mat-
ter of a doctrine of "soul-sleep," or the idea that there is no
surviving "soul" at physical death, which has surfaced in the
teaching of three of the professors at Dordt received some atten-
tion at these discussions. Our further discussions with Rev. Peter
Grossmann, RCUS liaison to the Board of Trustees of Dordt College,
indicates that he and others on the board are actively pursuing
some correction for this position. A recent temporary addition to
the Dordt faculty, Dr. Shahinian, is one of those holding to this
teaching. Since Dr. Hulst was out of state attending the funeral
of his sister, we were unable to confer with him further on this
problem at the time of this report. He is planning to attend our
Synod meeting and should be able to comment.

BIBLE STUDIES FOR OUR DORDT STUDENTS - During the 1989 and
1990 semesters of the college school year your committee continued
to conduct bi-weekly Bible studies for RCUS students at Dordt
College. This past fall and this spring these studies have dis-
cussed those matters upon which our Dordt students have expressed
concern with the teaching of some of their professors. These
studies have been enthusiastically attended by most of the twenty
RCUS students at Dordt and they have expressed appreciation for
them. Since a few of the students have jobs which make regular
attendance impossible, we usually have twelve to fifteen.

STUDENT REPORTS AND ATTITUDES - Our students continue to
manifest Christian maturity and discernment as they live and study
at Dordt College. All of them express real appreciation for the
majority of the teaching they receive as being Reformed and bibli-
cal, for the fine Christian friends they have and for the godly
environment maintained by staff and other students. At the same
time they are well aware of the problem areas in teaching and they
show good critical ability in discerning what is questionable.

SUMMARY - While your committee sees much to appreciate in
Dordt College and the education our students receive there, we
find that matters of concern with some of the teaching of some
professors continue to surface. This is no time to relax our vigi-
lance. At the same time we are convinced that Dordt remains a good
place for our young people to receive a Christian college educa-
tion.
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Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the committee be continued with Rev. Robert Grossmann
appointed as counseling pastor to Dordt College students.

2. [Take note] That the guideline for giving to Dordt College
be continued at $2.00 per communicant member.

Respectfully submitted,
Herman Van Stedum Elmer Huenemann
Robert Grossmann Raymond Mettler
Howard Hart

Cost to Synod: $0.00.

XIV.B. CONSTITUTIONAL REVISION COMMITTEE.

Esteemed Brothers:

Your committee had referred to it by Synod Item 7 of the
Report of the Synodical Judicial Committee (1989 Abstract, p. 88)
recommending the addition to Article 76 this new paragraph:

"Classis shall diligently prosecute the work of missions
through its Permanent Home Missions Committee, whose rules
and procedures shall not conflict with those of Synod."

Your committee has conferred via telephone and recommends
that this amendment be, made to Article 82 as an additional para-
graph in the following form:

"The Classis shall give necessary attention to the edu-
cation of pious men for the Gospel ministry, and to the cause
of missions; it shall diligently prosecute the work of mis-
sions through its Permanent Home Missions Committee, whose
rules and procedures shall not conflict with those of Synod."

(Your committee notes that this is parallel in construction to
Article 101 with regard to the prosecution of missions by the
Synod.)

It has been brought to the attention of the committee that in
both Article 147 and 149 it should read "in the higher judicatory"
rather than "in the high judicatory". Please note this and make
the corrections in your copies of the Constitution.

Your committee reminds the Synod and Classes of the procedure
adopted by Synod in 1989:

"That judicatories and delegates make a concerted effort
to bring any needed amendments to the Constitution and pre-
sent them to the Synod by 1991 so that they may be submitted
to the Classes for approval by 1992 so that the completed
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constitution may be presented for permanent publication in
1993." (1989 Abstract, p. 61.)

Respectfully submitted,
Norman Hoeflinger Merle Klinge
Warren Embree 	 Gideon Holz warth
Neale Riffert

It was moved and carried by two-thirds that the additional
paragraph to Article 82 and Article 101 be amended by striking
"young".

XIV.C. ECCLESIASTICAL DIVORCE AND REMARRIAGE COMMITTEE. [Recommen-
dations as adopted except as noted.]

The committee met at Rapid City, SD, on Monday, January 29,
1990. Present were Don Vance, William Haddock, Vern Ochsner, Max
Sotak, and Steven Schlei. August Dockter was unable to attend. By
God's blessing in response to our prayers, the committee achieved
unanimity on all the important issues that were before us. This is
remarkable considering that we were dealing with a very difficult
and vexing subject. We are thankful to the Lord for this achieve-
ment.

For the sake of continuity, completeness, and the overall
understanding of those who read this report, we have included the
recommendations which were adopted at the 1989 meeting of Synod
along with the recommendations being presented to the 1990 Synod.
The position statements that are being recommended for adoption at
the 1990 Synod are noted by [R1], [R2], [R3], etc.

A. MARRIAGE (Note that Items A. 1, 2, 3, and 4 were adopted at the
1989 Synod.)

1. Marriage was instituted by God at creation to be between
one man and one woman. Gen. 2:18-24.

2. Lifelong, monogamous marriage with no divorce is God's
ideal and creation institution. Matt. 19:3-6.

3. God's Word gives regulation concerning lawful marriage for
all men. Lev. 18:1-30.

4. Yet for Christians, God's Word also states that marriage
is to be only in the Lord. Therefore, Christians are not to be
unequally yoked in marriage with any who show themselves by their
confession and life to be unbelieving and ungodly (H.C. #80, #82).
1 Cor. 7:39; 2 Cor. 6:14-18.

5. [R1] In light of Ephesians 5:21-33, Christian marriages
are to reflect the glorious relationship between Christ and His
church. Therefore, it is the duty of Christ's undershepherds to
promote, by adequate oversight, godly Christian marriages.
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B. DIVORCE (Note that Items B. 1, 3a, 3b, 4a, and 4b were adopted
at the 1989 Synod.)

1. Divorce became a reality because of sin and man's hard-
heartedness and always stems from sin. Matt. 19:8.

2.[R2] Members of the church first must seek to settle mari-
tal problems in the court of the church (Spiritual Council) before
seeking divorce. The court must determine whether or not biblical
grounds for divorce exist in this particular case. Only if such
grounds do exist may divorce be sought in a civil court. The
church must not recognize the ethical legitimacy of a divorce on
other than biblical grounds.

The committee would list the following reasons for this re-
commendation. They are presented for support and not as part of
the recommendation proper.

a. 1 Corinthians 6:1-8 forbids a Christian to go to
civil court against another Christian.

b. The sin(s) which occasion(s) the divorce must be
judged by the Spiritual Council.

c. The Spiritual Council is responsible to vindicate a
person with biblical grounds for divorce for the preservation of
his/her good name (see Heidelberg Catechism #112).

3. The following constitute adequate grounds for legitimate
divorce:

a. Sexual sin of various sorts (premarital unchastity
discovered after marriage, adultery, sodomy, harlotry, incest,
bestiality, etc.) constitutes adequate grounds, for it violates
the "one flesh" aspect of marriage.

b. Desertion by an unbeliever constitutes an adequate
ground as a violation of the "one flesh" and "cleaving" aspects of
the marriage covenant. 1 Cor. 7:15.

c. 1R3] Actions which are tantamount to desertion con-
stitute adequate grounds for divorce.

Example might include the following (note that these are
illustrative of this principle, are not intended to be exhaustive
in covering every scenario, and are not part of the recommendation
proper):

1) The deliberate and unrepented withholding of
food, clothing, and sexual relations (i.e., the purposeful failure
of the husband to care for the bodily needs of his wife and de-
frauding her of her conjugal rights, Exodus 21:10-11) are examples
provided in the Bible of behavior destructive of the marriage
covenant. NOTE that this must be deliberate action. Extreme pover-
ty might preclude a husband from providing adequately for his
wife's bodily needs, but that does not constitute grounds for
divorce. Likewise, an invalid spouse, because of the debilitating
disease or handicap, might be incapable of sexual intercourse.
This does not constitute adequate grounds for divorce, even though
this situation would work a severe hardship on the other mate.
Couples marry "for better or for worse" which implies that they
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will accept God's providence in their marriage, including the "for
worse" aspects.

2) By inference from Exodus 21:10-11, spousal abuse
which is life-threatening or destructive of the "cleaving" aspect
of marriage constitutes grounds. If lesser life-threatening mea-
sures such as withholding food and clothing could free a spouse,
certainly a greater and more immediate attack upon one's personal
safety would constitute legitimate grounds for divorce.

(Note that the committee does not consider point 3c as
an innovative departure from the basic position of the Westminster
Confession of Faith's position on adequate grounds for divorce. We
believe that "desertion" biblically cannot be narrowly construed
as being solely confined to the act of packing one's bags and
leaving the domicile.)

4. In the case of an existing marriage of a believer and an
unbeliever, the Scriptures state that:

a. The believer is to remain with the marriage bond if
the unbeliever consents to remain married. 1 Cor. 7:12-14.

b. If the unbeliever deserts the marriage the believing
spouse is no longer bound to that marriage. 1 Cor. 7:15.

5. [R4] In the case of a separation between two believers,
they must seek reconciliation, for the marriage bond is not abro-
gated. 1 Cor. 7:10-11.

6. [R5] Divorce is not required, even if there are legitimate
grounds for divorce. Our pastoral concern is to preserve marriage
wherever possible.

C. REMARRIAGE
I. [R6] Remarriage is lawful for persons divorced on biblical

grounds. (cf. Deut. 24:1-4; Matt. 19:9; 1 Cor. 7:15)
2. [R7] [Recommitted] Persons divorced on unbiblical grounds

are required to seek reconciliation with their former spouse un-
less biblical grounds for divorce have occurred since that divorce
(Matt. 5:32: 19:9; 1 Cor. 7:10-11). [Pending amendment: That "for
divorce" be changed to "permitting remarriage".]

3. [R8] [Recommitted] A divorced couple may not remarry each
other if there has been an intervening marriage. (Deut. 24:1-4).

[R9] [Recommitted] That the Special Committee on Ecclesiasti-
cal Divorce and Remarriage be dissolved.

Respectfully submitted,
Donald Vance	 Vern Ochsner
Steven Schlei	 Max Sotak
William Haddock	 August Dockter

It was moved and carried that the Special Ecclesiastical
Divorce and Remarriage Committee be instructed to report back next
year.
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XIV.D. FAMILY CONVENTION COMMITTEE.

Esteemed Brethren:

Your committee has done most of the business via phone, in-
cluding conference calls among the entire committee. We make the
following report concerning the 1990 convention.

ARRANGEMENTS
1. Dates: July 24-27 (includes night of the 27th)
2. Place: Dordt College, Sioux Center, Iowa
3. Speaker: Dr. Derke Bergsma, Practical Theology Professor,

Westminster Theological Seminary in California
4. Special Music: Jame§ Ward, Christian recording artist and

Elder in the Presbyterian Church in America
5. Overall theme: "Countdown to 2000: Covenant Living in the 90's"
6. Housing:

a. Air-conditioned apartments
1) 25 apartments have been reserved
2) 3 bedrooms per apartment, 2 persons per room
3) Stove and refrigerator in each apartment
4) 1-3 persons per apartment: $25 ($12.50 per person)

4-6 persons per apartment: $35
5) To reserve (first come, first serve) call Leona

Dekinga (712) 722-6076 or (712) 722-6070 or write:
Leona Dekinga, Dordt College, Sioux Center, IA 51250

b. West Hall Dormitory (no air-conditioning)
1) 1 person in a room - $10 per night

2 persons in a room - $8 per person per night
Children 10 and under - $4 per person per night

2) To reserve follow same procedure in 6., a., 5)
c. Local motels

•d. RV/trailer hook-ups
7. Food:

a. Adults: $13.50 per day for Dordt food service
b. Children 5-9: $6.75 per day
c. Children 4 and under: FREE!!!
d. Paid for when you arrive

8. Campus Rental: $3 per day per person (ages 7 and above)
9. Registration:

a. $22 per adult (ages 18 and above). Send money to Phil
Veltkamp, 300 East 107th, Kansas City, MO 64111, before
June 22, 1990.

b. Registration after June 22 is $25.

LECTURES - Dr. Bergsma 	 have the first two lectures each
morning and the final lecture on Friday afternoon. The basis of
Dr. Bergsma's lectures will be his recently published book enti-
tled: "Redemption: The Triumph of God's Great Plan." After Dr.
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Bergsma's morning sessions, pastors from the RCUS will help fur-
ther apply what has just been learned. (Dr. Bergsma's lectures:
8:30-9:15; 9:20-9:55; 1:15-2:30.) Each pastor listed below will
give their lecture twice on the day assigned: 10:05-10:55 and
11:05-11:55. Students will choose which two or three they want to
hear.

Wednesday
"How to Read the Bible for All Its Worth" - Norman Hoeflinger
"The Believer as Prophet, Priest, and King" - Vern Pollema
"Family Glue" - Herman Van Stedum

Thursday
"Now What? Christian Life after the Disaster" - Peter Grossmann
"Walking by Faith" - Frank Walker
"What Does My Baptism mean for Me Now?" - Robert Grossmann

Friday
"Principles of Spiritual Leadership" - Dorman Savage
"Called to Commitment" - Neale Riffert
"Anointed to Serve" - George Syms
"Apostolic Period" - Derke Bergsma (1:15-2:30)

Special lectures will be held from 1:15-2:30 on Wednesday and
Thursday. On Wednesday afternoon Howard Hart will speak on "Bibli-
cal Archeology: New Discoveries from Old Rocks." On Thursday
Maynard Koerner will give an update on Zaire.

SOCIAL EVENTS AND RECREATION - There will be plenty of time
for recreation, tours of the campus and other area attractions,
and lots of fellowship. After the worship service on Thursday
night there will be a Talent and Skits Night. And don't forget the
James Ward concert on Friday night.

PROMOTION - Each person on the Reformed Herald mailing list
will receive a brochure promoting the convention. Please use the
brochure to promote the convention in your church. All of the
pertinent and necessary information is in the brochure. Please
encourage your people to pre-register. There is a $3 savings if
they do so before June 22. Also, their pre-registration fee covers
our financial responsibilities for speaker and entertainment.

VOLUNTEERS - Please ask your church members if they could
help us out in the following ways: (1) organist; (2) child care
workers; (3) Bible school teachers; (4) vans or cars for day
tours.

COMMUNICATIONS - If you have any questions, feel free to
contact the following people: Alan Mallory (402) 477-7289; Scott
Clark (816) 454-8067; Leona Dekinga (712) 722-6076.
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Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the next committee investigate a location or loca-
tions that could provide a convention for different regions, i.e.
western plains.

2. [Defeated] That the next committee investigate partial
funding from Synod.

Respectfully submitted.
Alan Mallory 	 Harvey Opp
Scott Clark 	 Spencer Gross

It was moved and defeated that the 1993 Synod meet in con-
junction with the Family Convention at Dordt College, and that the
Executive Committee and the Family Convention Committee work out
the details, and that they report to the 1991 Synod.

XV. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES.

XV.A. BENEVOLENCE COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. Regarding Overture 42 requesting $400.00 per month aid for
St. John's Reformed Church, Lincoln, NE: That the request from the
consistory of St. John's Reformed Church, Lincoln, NE, of aid in
the amount of $400.00 per month, be granted.

2. Regarding Overture 21 concerning Marysville Building Fund:
That Synod recommend the first Sunday in June for a special offer-
ing to the Marysville Building Fund.

3. Regarding Overture 23 requesting aid for Blue Cliff Commu-
nity Reformed Church. Karval. CO: That Synod grant $3,600.00 fi-
nancial aid to Blue Cliff Community Reformed Church. Karval, CO.

4. Regarding Overture 29 requesting a change in the statistic
forms: That Synod change the financial statistical form by adding
column 40 to read "Synodical Giving per Communicant Member."

5. Regarding Overture 27 from Classis South Central: That the
Permanent Publications Committee develop and publish a pamphlet
teaching that bequests and membership wills to the RCUS are acts
of stewardship.

6. Regarding Overture 17 requesting aid for Sovereign Grace,
Willows, CA: That Synod grant Sovereign Grace Reformed Church,
Willows, CA, aid in the amount of $2,314.00.
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7. Regarding Overture 28 requesting $20,000.00 for Trinity
Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD: That Synod loan Trinity Reformed
Church of Sioux Falls, $20,000.00 without interest for three years
and three per cent thereafter. and that this loan be for the dura-

• 	 tion of ten years.
That in the event that the house in Hastings, NE, has sold

and the funds have been placed in the Synodical Building Fund,
that $20,000 be immediately transferred into the Synodical General
Benevolence Fund.

8. Regarding the report of the Diaconal Ministries Committee:
That Diaconal Ministries Committee peruse the Abstracts to become
clear concerning Synod's goals and purposes for the committee.

9. That the Executive Committee develop a policy statement on
the relationship of the Diaconal Ministries Committee and the
Zaire Administration Committee.

10. That the Guideline for Hope Haven be set at $2.00.

11. That the Guideline for Mid-America Reformed Seminary be
set at $2.00.

12. That the Guideline for Dordt College be set at $2.00.

13. That the Guideline for Westminster Theological Seminary
in California be set at $2.00.

14. That the Guideline for Diaconal Ministries be set at
$1.00.

15. That the Guideline for Living Hope be set at $2.00.

Respectfully submitted,
Herman Van Stedum Ralph Kusler
Robert Sander 	 Richard Reichert

XV.B. ECUMENICAL COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. Regarding Item 1 of the Permanent Interchurch Relations
Report, refer to Standing Nominations Committee.

2. Regarding Item 2 of the Permanent Interchurch Relations
Report: That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee study
the "doctrine of the true church" as formulated and confessed by
the Canadian Reformed Churches, and give a response at the 1991
Synod.
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3. [Defeated] Regarding Item 3 of Permanent Interchurch Rela-
tions Report: That this paper be referred to the Permanent Inter-
church Relations Committee, and that the committee send a copy to
each consistory for consideration and response; and that the per-
manent committee bring a recommendation concerning this paper to
the 1991 Synod.

4. [Take note] Regarding Item 4 of the Permanent Interchurch
Relations Report, take note.

5. [Take note] Concerning the report of delegates Rev. Walker
and Rev. Sander, take note.

6. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee inves-
tigate the matter of fraternal relations with the Hungarian Re-
formed Church of Hungary and Rumania.

7. That the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee contact
the Rev. Peter Urie, an East German Reformed minister, regarding
the situation of the Reformed churches in East Germany.

8. That Synod approve the idea of sister church relations
with the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated), and
that the Permanent Interchurch Relations Committee bring specific
recommendations to Synod next year.

9. That Rev. Robert Grossmann be commissioned by Synod to
bring greetings from Synod and share information with the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (Liberated).

Respectfully submitted.
William Haddock 	 Merlin Koerner
Max Sotak 	 Rueben Mettler

It was moved and carried that the Permanent Interchurch Rela-
tions Committee contact the Committee on Ecumenicity of the OPC
with a view to meeting together in the next synodical year in
order to ascertain how we might work more closely together.

XV.C. EDUCATION AND STUDENT AID COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the request from the Western Classis for tuition aid
for Student Gary Findley in the amount of $4,680.00 to attend
Westminster Seminary for the 1990-91 school year be granted.
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2. That the request from the South Central Classis for tui-
tion aid for Student Jim Sawtelle in the amount of $1,630.00
($1,230 tuition, $400 books) to attend MARS for the 1990-91 school
year be granted.

Regarding the Permanent Christian Education Committee report

3. (Rec. 1) That the Standing Nominations Committee, in its
report to Synod, designate clearly who is the convener of each
committee.

4. (Rec. 2) That an editor be appointed by the Nominations
Committee, from the Christian Education Committee, to actively
solicit articles from the ministers of the RCUS for a daily devo-
tional booklet to be published bi-monthly, with manuscripts to be
submitted by the Christian Education Committee to the 1991 Synod.
Such booklet would be produced under the oversight of the Chris-
tian Education Committee of Synod.

5. [Take note] (Rec. 3) That those capable of and willing to
write Sunday School material, begin to do so and advise the chair-
man of Christian Education of their intent so that proper guidance
can be given.

6. [Take note] (Rec. 4) That those writing Sunday School
material be requested to keep the Christian Education Committee
informed as to their progress.

7. [Take note] (Rec. 5) That any Sunday School or VBS mater-
ial that has been produced within our denomination, or that will
soon be produced. be forwarded to the chairman of the Christian
Education Committee as soon as expedient.

Respectfully submitted.
Maynard Koerner 	 Harley Neuharth
David Dawn 	 Norman Mehlhaff
Jim West

It was moved and carried that the Permanent Christian Educa-
tion Committee be directed to coordinate production of Sunday
School material for use in the denomination as a whole.

XV.D. EXCUSES COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted]:

1. That Rev. Warren Embree be excused.

2. That Elder Mark Fisher be excused.
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3. That Rev. C. W. Powell be excused.

4. That Rev. Norman Jones be excused.

5. That Elder Marvin Olivier be excused.

6. That Elder Lynn Goehring be excused.

7. That Elder Gregory Hager be excused.

8. That Elder Richard Honaker be excused.

9. That Elder Ewald Ochsner be excused.

10. That Rev. Howard Hart be excused from the opening ses-
sion.

11. That Rev. Jefferson Duckett be excused from the Saturday
session.

12. That Elder Wayne Johnson be excused from the May 2 and 3
meetings.

13. That Rev. Robert Stuebbe be excused from the Saturday
morning session of Synod.

14. [Deleted]

15. That Elder Bill Trew be excused from the Saturday session
after 2:00 p.m.

16. That Rev. David Stark be excused from the Saturday ses-
sion after 2:00 p.m.

17. That Rev. Jim West be excused from the Saturday session
after 6:00 p.m.

18. That Rev. Jonathan Merica be excused from the Saturday
session after 9:00 p.m.

19. That Elder Ralph Kusler be excused from the Saturday
session after 6:00 p.m.

20. That Rev. Paul Treick be excused from the Saturday ses-
sion after 9:45 p.m.

21. That Elder Tom Stewart be excused from the Saturday ses-
sion after 9:45 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted,
Wesley E. Brice 	 Edgar Trautman
Lloyd Gross

XV.E. FINANCE COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the following travel expense requests be granted:
1) Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield - airport bus 	 $ 466.20
2) Harvey Opp 	 280 mi @ .16 	 44.80
3) Harold Yoder 	 2 air tickets 	 500.00
4) John Arendt 	 bus and air 	 485.00
5) Steven Schlei 	 air, limo, car expense 	 215.00
6) William Haddock 	 air 	 229.00
7) LoRayne Ulmer 	 air 	 308.00
8) David Stark 	 960 ad @ .16 	 153.60
9) Trinity Reformed Church (Sioux Falls) airfare for

Dorman Savage and Merlin Koerner 	 727.00
10) Gene Sawtelle 	 800 mi @ .16 	 128.00
11) Alwin Rau 	 308 air & 130 mi + 25 bus 	 353.80
12) Howard Hart 	 car 40 mi + bus 50 + 353 air 409.40
13) Jefferson Duckett 	 515 ad @ .16 	 82.40
14) Jonathan Merica 	 484 mi @ .16 	 77.44
15) Neale Riffert 	 air 260 + bus 25 	 285.00
16) Rueben Mettler 	 air 308.70 + bus 25 	 333.70
17) Rudolph Opp 	 air 327 + bus 25 	 352.00
18) Paul Treick 	 450 ad @ .16 	 72.00
19) Wesley Brice 	 240 ad @ .10 	 24.00
20) Rick Reichert 	 air 	 308.00
21) Sam Allison 	 air 	 343.00
22) Robert Sander 	 410 ad @ .16 	 65.60
23) Paul Grosshuesch 	 air 	 285.00
24) Norman Mehlhaff 	 327 air + 25 bus 	 352.00
25) Robert Grossmann 	 partial air fare 	 300.00
26) Douglas Neff 	 128 air + 23 car 	 151.00
27) Donald Vance 	 343 air + 250 mi @ .16 	 383.00
28) Frank Walker 	 250 air + 25 parking 	 275.00
29) Spencer Gross 	 368 air + 150 mi @ .16 + 20 bus 412.00
30) Bill Trew 	 710 ad @ .04 	 28.40
31) Ruben Bertsch 	 air + bus 	 247.19
32) Steven Work 	 440 ad @ .16 	 70.40
33) Robert Carver 	 348 mi @ .10 	 34.80
34) Ralph Kusler 	 346.05 air + 250 mi @ .04 	 386.05
35) Darrell Wulff 	 250 air + 65.34 motel 	 315.34
36) Merle Klinge 	 Amtrak 	 229.00
37) Edgar Trautman 	 air 	 318.00
38) David Dawn 	 363.50 air + 300 ad @ .16 	 411.50
39) Ron Meidinger 	 363.50 air + 300 mi @ .04 	 375.50

- 131 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

40) Peter Grossmann 	 air 	 308.00
41) Jim West 	 628 mi @ .16 	 100.48
42) George Syms 	 25 bus to LAX 	 25.00
43) Richard Auch 	 air 	 308.68
44) Ron Potter 	 875 mi @ .16 	 280.00
45) Alan Mallory 	 air 	 297.00
46) Maynard Koerner 	 air 	 308.00
47) Norman Hoeflinger 	 262 air + 40 bus + 11 gas 	 313.00
48) Max Sotak 	 air 	 303.00
49) Mike McCue 	 air 	 303%00
50) Herman Van Stedum 	 air 	 343.00
51) Harley Neuharth 	 364 air + 25 bus 	 389.00
52) Scott Clark 	 air 	 218.00
53) Chester Ploeger 	 air 	 327.60
54) Dennis Roe 	 air 	 435.00
55) Robert Bass 	 air 308.70 + 40 bus 	 348.70
56) Dennis Carlson 	 air 	 260.00

Total 	 $15,404.58

2. Regarding Overture 47 from Grace Reformed Church of Hast-
ings, NE, concerning the dissolution of the congregation and dis-
persal of the property:

a. That after June 1, 1990, the Executive Committee of
South Central oversee, on behalf of the Synod, the mainten-
ance and disposition of the properties of Grace Reformed
Church of Hastings, NE, in cooperation with the deacons of
Hope and Emmanuel Reformed Churches of Sutton.

b. That all proceeds from the sale of the property be
placed in the Synodical Church Building Fund in accord with
the decision of Grace Reformed congregation and that after
June 1, 1990, all unsold properties be deeded to the Reformed
Church in the United States Synodical Building Fund.

3. [Defeated] Regarding Overture 18 to increase the travel
reimbursement from Synod as provided in Standing Rules 5 and 6:
That the overall mileage rate be increased by four cents per mile,
and that Standing Rules 5 and 6 read as follows:

5. A pastor and his elder delegate to Synod shall be
paid twenty-four cents ($.24) per running mile; when there is
but one elder delegate, if he drives his own car, he shall be
paid twenty cents ($.20), and if he rides with another person
he shall be paid four cents ($.04) per mile. In a case where
a pastor and elder delegate drive separately, each shall be
paid twelve cents ($.12) per running mile. When distance and
time require delegates to use public transportation to Synod,
they shall be granted full fare.

6. The Treasurer shall reimburse travel in behalf of
Synod at twenty cents ($.20) per running mile; also if sever-
al ride together in one car, or if by public transportation,
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the actual fare.

4. Regarding the absence of financial support to the
synodical guideline from Hope Reformed Church of Pierre, SD, and Trinity
Reformed Church of Colorado Springs, CO: That the Stated Clerk of

Synod correspond with these churches to exhort them as to the
importance and necessity of paying the dues of the denomination to
which they belong, and to inquire whether there are financial
difficulties or any other reasons for this lack of support.

5. Regarding a request that the travel expense of Dr. John
Paul Roberts (Overture 53) to attend the Synod meeting be reim-
bursed by Synod: That the Treasurer of Synod be instructed by the
Stated Clerk to reimburse Dr. John Paul Roberts for his travel to
Synod in the amount of $390.00.

6. That the synodical Guideline for Giving be as follows:
Synodical Dues	 S 7.50*
Home Missions	 37.60
Foreign Missions	 10.90
Ministerial Aid	 25.80
Diaconal Ministries	 1.00
General Publishing	 8.50
Student Aid	 2.00
Dordt College	 2.00
Hope Haven	 2.00
Mid-America Reformed Seminary 	 2.00
Westminster Theological Seminary, CA 2.00
General Benevolence	 3.70
Living Hope	 2.00 
Total Guideline	 $106.00

REFORMED HERALD per subscription 	 $5.00

Total Budget	 $308,267.00

* It was moved and carried to amend Synodical Dues from $6.50
to $7.50 to allow the Treasurer to purchase a computer if neces-
sary, or for the Stated Clerk should the Treasurer not need the
computer.

Respectfully submitted,
Paul H. Treick	 Wayne Johnson
R. Scott Clark	 Michael McCue
Ron Potter
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XV.F. JUDICIAL COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. Regarding Overture 5 requesting that the first sentence of
Article 192 be amended to (1) insert the words "after confirma-
tion" following the word "instruction"; and (2) delete the words
"before confirmation" at the end of the sentence: That this over-
ture be denied. A roll call vote showed the following:

MINISTERS ELDERS
1. Sam Allison Yes 1. John Arendt, Sr. Yes
2. Robert Bass Yes 2. Richard Auch Yes
3. Wesley Brice Yes 3. Ruben Bertsch Yes
4. R. Scott Clark No 4. Robert Carver Yes
5. David Dawn Yes 5. Mark Fisher
6. Jefferson Duckett 6. Lynn Goehring
7. Warren Embree 7. Paul Grosshuesch Yes
8. Lloyd Gross Yes 8. Greg Hager
9. Peter Grossmann Yes 9. Spencer Gross Yes

10. Robert Grossmann Yes 10. Wayne Johnson No
11. William Haddock Yes 11. Merle Klinge Yes
12. Howard Hart Yes 12. Merlin Koerner Yes
13. Norman Hoeflinger Yes 13. Ralph Kusler Yes
14. Norman Jones 14. Michael McCue No
15. Maynard Koerner Yes 15. Norman Mehlhaff Yes
16. Alan Mallory Present 16. Ronald Meidinger Yes
17. Jonathan Merica Yes 17. Robert Merz Yes
18. Douglas Neff Present 18. Rueben Mettler Yes
19. Harvey Opp Present 19. Harley Neuharth Yes
20. Chester Ploeger Yes 20. Ewald Ochsner
21. Vernon Pollema Yes 21. Rudolph Opp Yes
22. Ron Potter Yes 22. Fred Peery
23. C.W. Powell, 	 Jr. 23. Samuel Powell
24. Maurice Riedesel 24. Alwin Rau Yes
25. Neale Riffert Yes 25. Richard Reichert Yes
26. Dennis Roe Present 26. Harold Yoder No
27. Robert Sander Yes 27. Tam Stewart Yes
28. Dorman Savage Yes 28. Jon Stuebbe Yes
29. Gene Sawtelle Yes 29. Edgar Trautman Yes
30. Steven Schlei No 30. Bill Trew Yes
31. Max Sotak No 31. LoRayne Ulmer Yes
32. David Stark No 32. Darrell Wulff Yes
33.Robert Stuebbe
34.George Syms Yes
35.Paul Treick Yes
36.Herman Van Stedum Yes
37.Donald Vance Present
38.Frank Walker Yes
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39. Jim West 	 Present
40. Steven Work 	 Yes

Yes 	 No 	 Present
Ministers 24 4 6
Elders 23 0
Total 47 7 6

2. Regarding Overture 8. a letter from Dr. Douglas Erlandson
requesting that the Synod of the RCUS appoint a committee to meet
with him and his wife "in Lincoln, NE, for the purpose of deter-
mining adequate compensation": That no action be taken because
this matter is not properly before this body, is not a valid over-
ture, appeal, or complaint and that Mr. Erlandson be informed by
regular mail regarding our decision.

The President ruled that the letter from Dr. Erlandson was
properly before the assembly.

3. [Referred to the Special Constitutional Revision Commit-
tee] Regarding Overture 14 from the Great Lakes-Gulf Classis con-
cerning Article 5: That Article 5 of the Constitution be amended
as follows -

1. That the first sentence of Article 5 be deleted and
replaced with the following: "A Spiritual Council shall, by
mail and as 'soon as possible, encourage members who have
permanently relocated to obtain a certificate of dismission
and to unite with another congregation of the Reformed
Church, or another orthodox Protestant church, as provided in
Article 74."

2. That the following sentence be added to the end of
Article 5: "If no certificate of dismission is requested
within one year of the time that a Spiritual Council urges
relocated members to do so by mail, the names of those mem-
bers who have permanently relocated shall be removed from the
church rolls. and they shall he notified of such action."

4. Regarding Overture 14 from the Great Lakes-Gulf Classis tc
amend Article 151 of the Constitution by addition: That the fol-
lowing amendment by addition to Article 151 be referred to the
Special Constitutional Revisions Committee.

"A complaint shall first be made to the court whose act
or decision is alleged to be in error. Written notice of
complaint, with the supporting reasons, shall be filed with
the clerk of that court within twenty-one (21) days following
the meeting of that court. The court shall consider the com-
plaint at its next stated meeting, or at a called meeting
prior to its next stated meeting."
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5. Regarding Overture 25 from the South Central Classis re-
questing that Synod consider the appropriateness of one congrega-
tion borrowing the elders of another congregation for judicatorial
purposes: That where there is a conflict of interest or other
necessities, the Spiritual Council should request that the Execu-
tive Committee of Classis appoint a special committee to either
adjudicate or assist in adjudicating the matter.

6. Regarding Overture 30 from the South Central Classis con-
cerning abstracts of Classis minutes: That Standing Rule 10 be
amended to read -

10. The Stated Clerk of Synod shall prepare an abstract
of the synodical minutes and shall publish the same. Each
Stated Clerk of Classis shall prepare an abstract of classi-
cal minutes and shall send one copy to each minister, elder
delegate, and congregation of Synod.

7. Regarding Overture 31 from the South Central Classis
concerning an index of resolutions and positions: That Standing
Rule 10 be amended by inserting the phrase - ", including a cumu-
lative index of resolutions and positions taken by Synod," - after
the initial clause - "The Stated Clerk of Synod shall prepare an
Abstract of the synodical minutes."

8. Regarding Overture 33 from the South Central Classis con-
cerning church incorporation: That a special study committee be
erected to consider the ethical and legal ramifications of church
incorporation, and that this special committee be referred to the
Standing Nominations Committee.

9. [Take note] Regarding Overture 36 from the Northern Plains
Classis requesting that Synod adopt the policy of meeting bienni-
ally after 1990: Take note.

10. Regarding Overture 38 from the Northern Plains Classis
requesting that Synod study the argumentation on erasure: That the
argumentation on erasure be referred to the Special Constitutional
Revision Committee.

11. [Defeated] Regarding Overture 46 from the Stated Clerk's
report concerning Standing Rule 20: That Standing Rule 20 be
amended by changing "one month" to "six weeks". We are aware that
this could cause travel problems but believe that we should give
it a trial.

Respectfully submitted,
Gene Sawtelle	 Spencer Gross
Norman Hoeflinger Howard Hart
Jon Stuebbe
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XV.G. MINISTERIAL AID COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. Regarding Overture 2 from Marie Stuebbe requesting contin-
ued financial aid: That Marie Stuebbe receive $700.00 per month.

2. Regarding Overture 39 from the Northern Plains Classis
concerning monies given to Mrs. Krueger: That Synod form a special
committee to immediately investigate the matter of aid to Mrs. Ida
Krueger with a view to answering the following questions:

a. What happens to funds sent from Synod? Do these mon-
ies go to her support in the nursing home?

b. Is Mrs. Krueger receiving welfare support either from
the State of North Dakota or U.S. Government programs?

c. Does Mrs. Krueger receive income from rental of farm
lands?

d. Are there legal documents forbidding Rev. Bass from
visiting Mrs. Krueger or arranging transportation to worship
services for her?

3. Regarding Overture 39 from the Northern Plains Classis
concerning monies given to Mrs. Krueger: That the special synodi-
cal committee to investigate the matter of aid to Mrs. Ida Krueger
complete within sixty days its investigation and report to the
Executive Committee of Synod and the Permanent Ministerial Relief
Committee recommendations concerning continuation of aid to Mrs.
Krueger.

4. Regarding Overture 39 from the Northern Plains Classis
concerning monies given to Mrs, Krueger: That the money for Mrs.
Ida Krueger be withheld until such time that the special synodical
committee to investigate the matter of aid to Mrs. Ida Krueger
reports that all restrictions on her Pastor's visitation and min-
istry have been removed: and that $700.00 per month be set aside
in reserve until matters are cleared up.

5. Regarding Overture 3 from Mr. Robert M. Paterson request-
ing financial aid for Mrs. Ida Krueger: That the special synodical
committee to investigate the matter of aid to Mrs. Ida Krueger
inform Mr. Robert M. Paterson, acting Power of Attorney for Mrs.
Krueger, and the family, of the previous action by certified mail.

6. Regarding Overture 4 from the Western Classis requesting
financial aid for Rev. Robert Stuebbe: That Rev. Robert Stuebbe
continue to receive $1,100.00 per month.
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7. Regarding Overture 19 from the Western Classis requesting
financial aid for Rev. Robert Sander: That Rev. Robert Sander
continue to receive $1,100.00 per month.

8. Regarding Overture 20 from the Western Classis requesting
financial aid for Rev. Jefferson Duckett: That Rev. Jefferson
Duckett continue to receive $1,100.00 per month.

9. Regarding Overture 26 from the South Central Classis re-
questing financial aid for Rev. Maurice Riedesel: That Rev. Mau-

rrice Riedesel continue to receive $250.00 per month.

10. Regarding Overture 34 from the Northern Plains Classis
requesting financial aid for Rev. Chester Ploeger beginning August
1, 1990: That Rev. Chester Ploeger be granted $900.00 per month
beginning August 1, 1990.

It was moved and carried that Synod apologize to Rev. Chester
Ploeger for the distress we have cause him in the debate on Recom-
mendation 10.

11. [Take note] Regarding Overture 50 from Rev. Steven Schlei
requesting that Synod direct the Permanent Ministerial Relief
Committee to solicit financial information from pastors receiving
aid which is to be submitted annually with each request: That the
Permanent Ministerial Relief Committee prepare a financial dis-
closure statement to be filled out by ministerial aid applicants
that would ascertain the financial status of individuals seeking
Ministerial Aid.

12. [Out of order] That all Ministerial Aid requests come to
Synod via Classis, and that the Classis be responsible for col-
lecting necessary disclosure information, and determine the amount
of support needed.

13. [Defeated] Regarding Item 1 from the report of the Perma-
nent Ministerial Aid Fund Committee: That Synod approve investing
the Ministerial Aid Funds received for Ministerial Aid in long-
term C.D.'s up to $100,000.00.

14. [Defeated] Regarding Item 2 from the report of the Perma-
nent Ministerial Aid Fund Committee: That a synodical guideline
for Ministerial Aid Fund be set at $10.00 per communicant member.

15. Regarding Item 3 from the report of the Permanent Minis-
terial Aid Fund Committee: That Synod increase the goal of the
Ministerial Aid Fund from $500,000 in five years to $1,000,000 in
seven years.
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16. That 1990-91 synodical Guideline for Ministerial Aid be
set at $25.82.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert H. Merz 	 Merle Klinge
Wesley E. Brice 	 Jonathan Merica
Dennis E. Roe

XV.H. MINUTES OF CLASSES COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted):

1. That the Minutes of Northern Plains Classis be approved
with the following exceptions:

a. That the minutes were not signed by the Stated Clerk.
b. That committees within Northern Plains Classis having

conducted no business in the year, failed to submit to the
Clerk of Classis a signed report to that effect for the re-
cord.

2. That the Minutes of the Western Classis be approved.

3. That the Minutes of the South Central Classis be approved
with the following exceptions.

a. That the spring Minutes were not signed by the Stated
Clerk.

b. That committees within South Central Classis having
conducted no business on the year. failed to submit to the
Clerk of Classis a signed report to that effect for the re-
cord.

4. That the Minutes of the Great Lakes-Gulf Classis be ap-
proved.

5. Regarding Overture 37 from the Northern Plains Classis
concerning the deletion of suggested items from Classis files:
That each Classis be allowed to appoint a committee consisting of
two or three persons before whom the Classis Clerk may present
suggested items from Classis files which, pending the committee's
common consent, shall be destroyed.

Respectfully submitted,
Robert R. Bass 	 Rudolph Opp
Harvey Opp
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XV.I. MISSIONS COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the Evangelism Committee Report be adopted and that
the report be used by the pastors to train their people.

2. Regarding Home Missions Committee Recommendation 1 (HMC
#1): That the visitation by the HMC to the fields be at least
twice a year instead of the current practice of bimonthly visits.

3. Regarding HMC #2: That the Home Missions Committee estab-
lish a subcommittee of its members to be an editorial and stylis-
tic committee to select topics and solicit writers for the publi-
cation of four tracts a year.

4. Regarding HMC #3: That the salaries of the home missionar-
ies be raised $1,000.00 this year ($21,400.00 for each home mis-
sionary).

5. Regarding HMC #4:. That Modesto/Riverbank be responsible
for 1096 of the adopted budget and not the 25% of the present
scale.

6. Regarding HMC #5: That the Home Missions Committee review
the present declining scale of aid to the home mission churches.

7. Regarding HMC #6: That HMC #6 be struck (i.e., That the
synodical home mission works be allowed to solicit funds from our
churches and individuals.).

8. Regarding HMC #7: That the efforts of the synodical home
missions works to solicit funds for church property (etc.) from
RCUS churches and individuals outside the bounds of their Classis
be channeled through the Home Missions Committee for its approval
and support.

9. Regarding HMC #8: That the budget for the 1990-1991 Synod-
ical year for Home Missions be as follows:

Home Missions Budget for 1990-91

First Reformed Church, Yuba City, CA 	 $34,050.00
Salary 	 $21,400.00
Utilities 	 2,500.00
Advertisement 	 3,000.00
Health insurance 	 2,500.00
Housing 	 4,650.00
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Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto, CA 	 28,395.00
Salary 	 $21,400.00
Utilities 	 2,500.00
Advertisement 	 3,000.00
Housing 	 4,650.00
Less 10% 	 -3,155.00

Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD 	 21,400.00
Salary 	 $21,400.00
(Note: the remainder of the Sioux Falls budget
is paid by the South Central Classis.)

Committee expenses 	 2,000.00

Total Home Missions Budget 	 $85,845.00

10. Regarding HMC #9: On the Committee on Assessment, that
the following be placed under 6.B.2. (1989 Synod Abstract, p. 91):

2a. Do you have a meeting place or is one available to
you?

2b. Can you bear the cost?
2c. How much are you able to pay toward the minister's

salary?

11. Regarding Overture 22 from the Western Classis requesting
that Rev. Jonathan Merica be granted synodical home mission sup-
port for the Lodi, CA, mission work (Providence Reformed Chapel):
Conditional on the finding of the Committee on Assessment regard-
ing the Lodi, CA, work, that Synod budget $21,400.00 to be used
when the report of the Committee on Assessment is in.

12. Regarding the Foreign Mission and Zaire Administration
Committee Recommendation 1 (FM/ZAC #1): That Synod budget the
elder support as part of the Foreign Missions budget, and that the
distribution be arranged through the Foreign Missions Committee.

13. Regarding FM/ZAC #2: That the synodical Diaconal Commit-
tee publish a list of works and needs in Zaire that need support
and prayer and that it coordinate relations for such help between
specific congregations by keeping a list of which congregations
are involved with specific groups in Zaire.

14. Regarding FM/ZAC #3: That the RCUS encourage the ERCZ to
hold a General Synod meeting each year and that we budget $2,000
as help toward their meeting expense.
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15. Regarding FM/ZAC #4: That our ZAC request information
from the Synods of Mbuji-Mayi and Shaba on the status of Elders
Bankina and N'Kulu for our consideration in their continued sup-
port, with the proviso that our support of these men will end on
October 1, 1990, if we have not heard from them.

16. Regarding FM/ZAC #5: That Synod budget $1,500 for moving
expense of Rev. Kishimba Kasantika from Lubumbashi to Kinshasa and
$500 for Rev. Grossmann's expenses in visiting Europe in June,
1990.

17. Regarding FM/ZAC #6: That the Foreign Missions budget for
1990 be adopted as printed below.

18. Regarding FM/ZAC #: That ZAC continue working on the
following matters:

a. Continued cooperation with the GKN (Liberated) com-
mittee of their General Synod and of the Groningen Synod.

b. Establishing a system whereby elder support is man-
aged and distributed by the Zairians themselves (at first
with the help of westerners on the scene - for example, De
Verre Naasten people if that is possible).

c. To recommend to the ERCZ the reduction and, if possi-
ble, elimination of the work of the Committee Administrative
(which has more or less replaced the functions of their Gen-
eral Synod the last couple of years).

d. To continue printing efforts, possibly by doing re-
production in Zaire of work typeset in the U.S., and to pro-
vide video equipment for the Zairians to use U.S.-produced
video materials.

e. To follow up on De Verre Naasten plans for work in
Zaire by suggesting to them and soliciting here people from
the U.S. to go to Zaire to help them.

f. To seek visitors to and from the Netherlands and
Zaire on a regular basis to keep our three churches in con-
tact.

g. To seek gifts from our churches for construction of
church buildings in Zaire.

h. That the Foreign Missions Committee follow up devel-
opments in eastern Europe and that Rev. R. Grossmann be em-
powered to bring greetings and express our denominational
interest if able to make personal contact with such brethren.
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Foreign Missions Budget for 1990-91

Missions $20,000.00
Elder/Pastor support $15,000.00
Church building (outside guidelines) .00
Publishing/video 5,000.00

Diaconal 4,500.00
Kishimba moving 1,500.00
ERCZ Synod meeting 2,000.00
Elder/Pastor travel in Zaire 1,000.00

Committee Expense 4,000.00
Meetings, etc. 1,500.00
Contacts with GKN 500.00
Reserve for Zaire trip in 1992 2,000.00

Total

Financial Report for 1989-90

$28,500.00

Missions $ 9,180.00
Committee trip to Zaire
(includes $2,300 bank deposit in Zaire)

$ 7,000.00*

Paperwork for government recognition 350.00
Elder travel for government recognition 1,830.00

Diaconal 14,161.64
Elder support 12,300.00
Zaire elder travel 1,000.00
Miscellaneous 861.64

Total $23,341.64
* Does not include hotel, which was charged.

19. Regarding Overture 1 from Rev. Kishimba Kasantika: That
the request from Rev. Kishimba Kasantika for up to $3,000.00 to
get official registration for the Reformed Confessing Church of
Zaire from the government of Zaire, be handled through the Perma-
nent Foreign Missions Committee.

20. That we respond to the Independent Presbyterian Church of
Mexico.
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21. That we appoint a delegation of the RCUS to visit with
the Executive Committee of the IPCM in order to explore the fol-
lowing:

a. Mexico as a mission field,
b. Fraternal relations with IPCM,
c. Seminario Teologico Juan Calvino as worthy of finan-

cial support.

22. That this be referred to the Permanent Foreign Missions
Committee.

23. That we honor the request of the Reformed Church of the
Valley and refer it to the South Central Classis.

24. That Dennis Roe be permitted to address the body about
Westminster Biblical Missions.

Respectfully submitted,
Neale Riffert 	 Richard Reichert
George Syms 	 Ruben Bertsch
Jefferson Duckett

It was moved and carried that Rev. Dennis Roe be granted
permission to mail the brochure on Westminster Biblical Missions
to all the delegates of Synod.

XV.J. NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE. [See VII.B. Permanent Committees and
VII.C. Special Committees, pages 32-33.]

XV.K. OVERTURES COMMITTEE.

Overtures and their disposition:

1. Request of Rev. Kishimba for mileage to Kishasa. Referred
to Missions.

2. Request for Ministerial Aid from Mrs. Marie Stuebbe. Re-
ferred to Ministerial Aid.

3. Ministerial Aid request on behalf of Mrs. Ida Krueger.
Referred to Ministerial Aid.

4. Ministerial Aid request from Rev. R. D. Stuebbe. Referred
to Ministerial Aid.

5. Rev. Schlei's overture on constitutional revision. Refer-
red to Judicial.
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6. Request for excuse from Rev. Warren Embree. Referred to
Excuses.

7. Request for excuse from Elder Mark Fisher. Referred to
Excuses.

8. Request of Rev. Douglas Erlandson concerning his treatment
by the Great Lakes-Gulf Classis. Referred to Judicial.

9. Greetings sent to Synod by Mid-America Reformed Seminary's
Vice President, Rev. Richard Blaow. That the greetings be read
with Rev. R. Grossmann's MARS report.

10. Request for excuse from Rev. C. W. Powell and Elder
Samuel Powell. Referred to Excuses.

11. Request for excuse from Rev. Norman Jones. Referred to
Excuses.

12. Request for excuse from Elder Marvin Olivier. Referred to
Excuses.

13. Request for excuse from Elder Lynn Goehring. Referred to
Excuses.

14. Great Lakes-Gulf Classis overture on a constitutional
amendment to Article 5. Referred to Judicial.

15. Great Lakes-Gulf Classis overture on amending Article
151. Referred to Judicial.

16. Request of Western Classis for student aid for Gary
Findley. Referred to Education and Student Aid.

17. Request of Western Classis for benevolent aid for Sover-
eign Grace Reformed Church of Willows, California. Referred to
Benevolence.

18. Western Classis request to investigate fraternal rela-
tions with the Hungarian and Romanian Reformed churches. Referred
to Ecumenical.

19. Request of Western Classis for ministerial aid for Rev.
Robert Sander. Referred to Ministerial Aid.

20. Request of Western Classis for ministerial aid for Rev.
J. G. Duckett. Referred to Ministerial Aid.
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21. Overture of Western Classis placing urgent need of the
Marysville building fund before Synod. Referred to Benevolence.

22. Request of Western Classis to place the Lodi mission work
under the Synodical Home Missions Committee. Referred to Missions.

23. Request of South Central Classis for aid to Blue Cliff
Community Reformed Church. Referred to Benevolence.

24. Request from South Central Classis for student aid for
Jim Sawtelle. Referred to Education and Student Aid.

25. A letter from the South Central Classis concerning inter-
congregational borrowing of elders. Referred to Judicial.

26. South Central Classis request ministerial aid for Rev.
Riedesel. Referred to Ministerial Aid.

27. South Central Classis overture to publicize the need for
bequests to the church. Referred to Benevolence.

28. South Central Classis request of a grant of $20,000.00.
Referred to Benevolence.

29. South Central Classis request to change statistical form.
Referred to Benevolence.

30. South Central Classis overture that Synod Clerk not pre-
pare abstracts of classical minutes. Referred to Judicial.

31. South Central Classis overture concerning a cumulative
index of synodical resolutions and positions. Referred to Judi-
cial.

32. Report of South Central Classis on its investigation of
the work in Colorado Springs. That the report be read to the
Synod.

33. South Central Classis overture that Synod consider the
ramifications of church incorporations. Referred to Judicial.

34. Request of Rev. Ploeger for ministerial aid. Referred to
Ministerial Aid.

35. Northern Plains Classis requesting that pastors write
Sunday School materials. Referred to Education and Student Aid.

36. Northern Plains Classis overture that Synod meet bienni-
ally. Referred to Judicial.
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37. A request from the Northern Plains Classis asking which
files may be disposed of in a Classis. Referred to Minutes of
Classes.

38. Northern Plains Classis request to study the practice of
"erasure." Referred to Judicial.

39. Information on Mrs. Krueger. Referred to Ministerial Aid.

40. Request for excuse from Elder Gregory Hager. Referred to
Excuses.

41. Request for excuse from Richard Honecker. Referred to
Excuses.

42. Request for aid from St. John's Reformed Church, Lincoln.
Referred to Benevolence.

43. Request for excuse from Elder Roger Steinmeyer. Referred
to Excuses.

44. Request for excuse from Elder Ochsner. Referred to Ex-
cuses.

45. Letter of thanks to Synod from St. John's Reformed
Church, Lincoln. That the letter be read to Synod.

46. Stated Clerk's Report on changing Standing Rule 20. Re-
ferred to Judicial.

47. Letter from Dennis Carlson about Grace Reformed Church of
Hastings, NE. Referred to Finances.

48. Overture from Rev. Dennis Roe about changing standing
rules regarding payment of mileage to delegates. Referred to Fi-
nances.

49. An overture from Rev. David Stark asking the RCUS to
contact Rev. Peter Urie, a Reformed pastor in East Germany, about
the situation there. Referred to Ecumenical.

50. Overture from Rev. Steven Schlei about the establishment
of requirements for ministerial aid. Referred to Ministerial Aid.

51. Request for excuse from Rev. Hart. Referred to Excuses.

52. Request for excuse from Rev. Duckett. Referred to Ex-
cuses.
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53. Request from members of Synod that expenses for travel to
Synod of Dr. John Paul Roberts be reimbursed to him by Synod.
Referred to Finances.

54. Request for excuse from Elder Wayne Johnson. Referred to
Excuses.

55. Overture of Rev. R. Grossmann about possible revisions of
RCUS constitution. Referred to Constitutional Revision Committee.

56. Letter from the Reformed Churches in the Netherlands
(Rev. J. de Gelder) about fraternal relations with the RCUS. Re-
ferred to Ecumenical.

57. Excuse request from Bill Trew. Referred to Excuses.

58. Excuse request from David Stark. Referred to Excuses.

59. Excuse request from Robert Bass. Referred to Excuses.

60. Excuse request from Jim West. Referred to Excuses.

61. Excuse request from Jonathan Merica. Referred to Excuses.

62. Excuse request from Ralph Kusler. Referred to Excuses.

63. Excuse request from Steven Schlei, Wayne Johnson, and Sam
Allison. Referred to Excuses.

64. Excuse request from Paul Treick and Tom Stewart. Referred
to Excuses.

Respectfully submitted,
David Stark 	 Alwin Rau
Robert Grossmann Harold Yoder

KV.L. PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE.

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That the Synod accept the bid of Pine Hill Press to print
3,000 copies of Rev. Norman Jones' booklet, "The Reformed Church
in the United States."

2. That Peter Grossmann be named as Editor of the REFORMED
HERALD for the 1990-91 synodical year.
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3. That Frank Walker be appointed as the Subscription Manager
for the REFORMED HERALD for the 1990-91 synodical year and be
remunerated in the amount of $500.00.

4. That David Dawn be appointed as the Assistant Editor of
the REFORMED HERALD for the 1990-91 synodical year. His duties
shall include soliciting articles for the HERALD, serving as a
back-up to the Editor in case he is unable to fulfill his duties,
and help the Editor in any way that he deems appropriate. The
Assistant Editor shall be remunerated in the amount of $250.00.

5. That Standing Rule 8 be changed as follows, after the
"($650)." the following words be added, "and the Assistant Editor
of the REFORMED HERALD shall receive two hundred fifty dollars
($250), and the Subscription Manager shall receive five hundred
dollars ($500) for the synodical year."

6. [Take note] With respect to the Editorial Advisory Commit-
tee, this committee exists to act as a resource for consultation
for the HERALD editor, particularly concerning controversial arti-
cles (see the 1988 Abstract, Page 97, Item 2). Thus the committee
is designed to be activated only upon the need of the editor.

7. That Synod purchase a computer, optical scanner, laser
printer, and desktop publishing software for the publication of
synodical materials, and that Synod appropriate $7,000.00 for this
purpose.

8. That the "Northwest Blade" of Eureka. South Dakota, con-
tinue to print the REFORMED HERALD for the 1990-91 synodical year.

9. That Synod approve the continuation and completion of the
work necessary to fulfill the recommendations adopted in the 1989
Standing Publications Committee Report, specifically the following
items: lc, id. le. if. 2. 6. 7. 8. and 18 (1989 Abstract, Pages
100-102).

10. [Take note] That Paul Treick be encouraged to edit his
Old Testament and New Testament workbooks for printing at the
earliest possible date.

11. That Peter Grossmann and Frank Walker be commended for
their excellent work in editing the REFORMED HERALD and in han-
dling the HERALD subscriptions.

12. That upon completion of Rev. Treick's work on the Old
Testament and New Testament material, that he solicit bids for the
publication of 1,000 copies of his revised Old Testament workbook,
100 copies of the Old Testament answer key, 1.000 copies of the
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New Testament workbook, and 100 copies of the New Testament answer
key. After obtaining a minimum of three bids, that Rev. Treick
select the most advantageous bid and have these materials pub-
lished.

Respectfully submitted,
Steven Schlei	 Thomas Stewart
Ronald Meidinger	 Donald Vance

XV.M. SPECIAL JUDICIAL COMMITTEE 11.

The purpose of this committee was to consider an appeal of
the decision of the Western Classis brought by Mr. Bernard Cald-
well.

Your committee was given 36 pages of material which included:
(a) Mr. Bernard Caldwell's appeal to Synod of the decision of
Western Classis on June 26, 1989, along with supporting documents;
and (b) The "Defense of the Action of Western Classis" dated April
23, 1990, signed by Rev. Gene Sawtelle, Rev. Paul Treick, and
Elder Tom Stewart.

Your committee also met with Mr. Caldwell to discuss his
appeal and his desire in the matter.

Upon consultation within the committee and consideration of
the evidence before us, we have concluded:

Recommendations [as adopted except as noted]:

1. That in response to the instructions of the 1989 Synod,
the Western Classis has already provided Mr. Caldwell with a fair
hearing of his appeal.

2. That there are no grounds for Mr. Caldwell's appeal, nor
For any further appeal.

3. That Mr. Caldwell's relationship to Covenant Reformed
Church of Sacramento was properly handled by the erasure of his
name from the membership roll.

4. [Take note) That Mr. Caldwell understands all the above
and has in hand a copy of the Minutes of Western Classis dealing
with his case so that in the future his status may be made clear
to any who inquire; and he understands that there are no charges
pending against him in any judicatory of the RCUS.

Respectfully submitted,
Peter Grossmann	 Darrell Wulff
Chester Ploeger	 Paul Grosshuesch
Dennis Roe
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KV.N. SPECIAL JUDICIAL COMMITTEE #2.

Regarding the complaint against the Northern Plains Classis
by Rev. Sam Allison and Rev. Robert Bass.

Recommendation [as adopted]:

1. That the complaints against Northern Plains Classis by
Rev. Sam Allison and Rev. Robert Bass are without merit.

Grounds: Article 140(b) of the Constitution of the RCUS which
states, "Questions as to order or evidence shall be decided by the
president, subject to exception by either of the parties at the
time the decision is rendered: and such decisions if it is desired
by either party, shall be entered upon the records of the case."
The minutes of the Northern Plains Classis reflect that neither
party took exception to the action of Classis.

Respectfully submitted,
Dorman Savage 	 Alan Mallory
John Arendt, Sr. 	 Robert Carver

XVI. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS.

In addition to opening and closing each session with prayer,
Synod paused to offer prayer for: Trinity RCUS, Sioux Falls, SD,
and Pilgrims' RCUS Rock Springs, WY, (newly added churches); Mr.
and Mrs. Parker (directors of Living Hope, Karval, CO): and Rev.
Robert Stuebbe (who needed medical attention).

It was moved and carried that Synod authorize the President
and Stated Clerk of the Executive Committee of Synod to sign cor-
porate resolutions as required to conduct the business of the
Ministerial Aid Fund.

It was moved and carried that, whereas the Ebenezer and Grace
Reformed congregations have in the spirit of Christian love pro-
vided lodging and hospitality for the delegates of the 244th an-
nual session of Synod of the Reformed Church in the United States;
and whereas. the Ebenezer and Grace congregations have heartily
welcomed the brethren and engaged us in fellowship of the highest
order: be it resolved, that the delegates of the Synod of 1990
express their sincere gratitude to the Ebenezer and Grace congre-
gations, with thanks to God for their kindness, and that this
resolution be printed in the bulletins of both churches at the
earliest possible convenience.

It was moved and carried that the 1991 Synod begin on Tues-
day, and that the Executive Committee determine the date and loca-
tion of the 1991 Synod and circularize their recommendation.

- 151 -



1990 Synod, RCUS

XVII. READING OF THE MINUTES.

The Minutes were read, corrected, and adopted at the begin-
ning of each business day, and at the close of the final session.

XVIII. ADJOURNMENT.

It was moved and carried that the Synod of the Reformed
Church in the United States adjourn to the 245th session of the
RCUS, the time, date, and place to be determined by the Executive
Committee, and circularized for approval.

The final roll call showed 25 ministers and 21 elders pre-
sent, a quorum.

Douglas Neff led in closing devotion by reading Psalm 46:7-11
and Psalm 48:12-14, and offering prayer.

The assembly confessed the Apostles' Creed, prayed the Lord's
Prayer, received the Benediction from the President, and sang the
Doxology.

The business of the 1990 Synod, concluded at Grace Reformed
Church, Bakersfield, CA, on Sunday, May 6, 1990, at 1:39 a.m.

- 152 -



1990 Appendix



Standing Rules

1. The Synodical Dues shall be due on the first of December and
are to be paid not later than the thirty-first of December of
the current year.

2. The statistics of the Classes shall be forwarded to the
Stated Clerk of Synod two weeks before the session of Synod.

3. The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be for-
warded to the Stated Clerk two weeks before the session of
Synod.

4. The Standing Rules shall be read during the second session of
the annual Synod meeting. This rule may be suspended by two-
thirds' vote of Synod.

5. A pastor and his elder delegate to Synod shall be paid twenty
cents ($.20) per running mile; when there is but one elder
delegate, if he drives his own car, he shall be paid sixteen
cents ($.16), and if he rides with another person he shall be
paid four cents ($.04) per mile. When distance and time re-
quire delegates to use public transportation to Synod they
shall be granted full fare.

6. The Treasurer shall reimburse travel in behalf of Synod at
sixteen cents ($.16) per running mile, also if several ride
together in one car, or if by public transportation, the
actual fare.

7. Travel reimbursement shall be paid only those delegates to
Synod whose congregations have paid the Synodical dues in
full to the Synod Treasurer, and those delegates who have
attended all sessions of Synod or have been properly excused
by Synod.

8. The President of Synod shall receive four hundred fifty dol-
lars ($450), the Stated Clerk shall receive seven hundred
fifty dollars ($750), and the Treasurer one thousand dollars
($1,000) for the synodical year. The Editor of the REFORMED
HERALD shall receive six hundred fifty dollars ($650), the
Assistant Editor shall receive two hundred fifty dollars
($250), and the Subscription Manager shall receive five hun-
dred dollars ($500) for the synodical year. [ 1 88, '89, '90]

9. The monies sent to the Synod Treasurer shall be made out in
check form to the "Reformed Church in the United States" and
shall be designated for which fund and how much for each
fund.
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10. The Stated Clerk of Synod shall prepare an abstract of the
synodical minutes, including a cumulative index of resolu-
tions and positions taken by Synod, and shall publish the
same. Each Stated Clerk of Classis shall prepare an abstract
of classical minutes and shall send one copy to each minis-
ter, elder delegate and congregation of Synod. ['87, '89.
'901

11. The Editor of the REFORMED HERALD shall be elected annually

12. The Synod shall have Permanent Committees as follows:
a. Board of Trustees	 g. Home Missions
b. Christian Education	 h. Interchurch Relations
c. Diaconal Ministries	 i. Ministerial Aid Fund
d. Editorial Advice	 j. Ministerial Relief
e. Executive	 k. Publications
f. Foreign Missions & Zaire Administration
and the Standing Committee of Nominations each year is to
nominate men to serve on these committees. ['89]

13. The complete Synod statistics shall be duplicated by the
Stated Clerk each year at Synod expense.

14. Nominations for all officers of Synod shall be made by secret
ballot. All names appearing on the nominating ballot shall be
candidates, and if there is not an election on the first bal-
lot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes
shall be candidates until there is an election.

15. The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special
Committees of Synod shall be completed and mailed to the
Consistories of all the Churches at least three weeks before
the meeting in which these recommendations are to be present-
ed to Synod session. Excuses for this requirement are to be
made only on written request to the Executive of Synod by the
chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks before
the meeting of Synod.

16. The services of Synod shall be prepared by the Executive
Committee, and these proposed services shall be circularized
before Synod.

17. Students for the ministry of the Reformed Church in the Unit-
ed States shall be urged by Synod to attend only such
seminaries which are listed as institutions worthy of receiv-
ing benevolent monies from the Reformed Church in the United
States. Only students who attend institutions so listed shall
be eligible for student aid while preparing for the Christian
ministry.
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18. It shall be the practice of Reformed Church in the United
States before ordaining candidates for the ministry to re-
quire an eight-month internship for them to be spent with a
pastor who has served in Reformed Church in the United States
for at least five years. During this internship particular
emphasis shall be placed on learning the peculiarities and
practices of the Reformed Church in the United States. This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or
after the candidate has received a call or is licensed.

19. Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Synod four weeks it.;
advance of Synod shall be circularized, but overtures may be
submitted to Synod at any time.

20. The spring meeting of the Classes shall be held at least one
month before the annual meeting of Synod. V871

NOTE: The Standing Rules were adopted in 1986 and amended in
the bracketed years.
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Marvin Bender, 1910-1989
Marvin Bender was born on January 17, 1910, in Menno, SD, to

Jacob and Caroline (nee Mettler) Bender. He moved to California in
1936, and lived in the Bakersfield area for some 53 years. In
1936, he married Edna Spitzer, and God blessed them with three
children: Alten, Filmore, and Marjorie. He was a faithful, charter
member of Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield, CA, and a founding
elder. He served as an elder for twelve years. Having lived 79
years, 7 months, and 14 days, his sovereign God called him to his
eternal reward on August 31, 1989, at San Joaquin Hospital.

Edmund Ulmer, 1910-1989
Edmund Ulmer was born on October 24, 1910, in rural York

County, NE, to John F. and Sophia (nee Trautmann) Ulmer. He was
baptized and confirmed at Emmanuel Reformed Church, Sutton, NE,
and remained a member there all his life. He served his church as
a Sunday School teacher for many years and as an elder from 1960
to 1963 and again from 1982 to 1985. On August 25, 1935, he was
married to Christine Ackerman. Four children were born to this
union. The Ulmers farmed in York and Fillmore counties until they
moved to Sutton in 1964. Mr. Ulmer operated a road maintainer for
Clay County from 1964 to 1977. He was involved in the Ulmer Sand
and Gravel business. He was a member of the Farm Bureau, the Lush-
ton School Board, the Nebraska Association for Christian Action,
and served as both president and secretary of the Bixby Elevator
Board. Having lived 79 years, 1 month, and 17 days, he died at his
home on December 11, 1989, and entered his eternal dwelling with
his Lord.

Raymond Herman Haberkamp, 1898-1990
Raymond Herman Haberkamp, the fifth of seven children of

August and Christina (nee Josten) Haberkamp, was born on August
27, 1898, on a farm south of Garner, IA. He was baptized and con-
firmed at Peace Reformed Church, Garner, IA. He attended school at
Garner. On March 10, 1926, he was married to Stella Katherine
Huenemann, and the Lord blessed them with three daughters: Judith.
Lola, and Leah. He farmed south of Garner until October, 1954,
when he retired and moved into Garner. In the 1950s and 60s, he
was a salesman for the Madison Silo company. He was a member of
Peace Reformed Church, where he served as an elder, deacon, Sunday
School teacher, and treasurer of the building committee when the
new church was built in 1963. He also served as a board member of
the Farmers' Cooperative Society and the Garner Shipping Associa-
tion. On June 4, 1970, his wife of 44 years was called home to her
Lord. On February 4, 1990, Mr. Haberkamp, at 91 years, 5 months.
and 8 days, was called home to his Lord.
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1989 	 STATISTICS 	 1 	 2 	 3 	 4

	

Number 	 Number 	 Commu- 	 Rec'd
REFORMED CHURCH 	 IN THE UNITED STATES 	 of 	 of 	 nicant 	 by

Elders Deacons Members Confir-
SYNOD AND CLASSES 	 Previous 	 mat ion

Year
----( GREAT LAKES - GULF CLASSIS 	 ) 	

	

5 	 6

	

Rec'd 	 Recd

	

by 	 by
Trans- Profes-

	fer	 sion

1 	 Garner, 	 IA 	 Peace 	 3 3 150 7 0 1
2 Cincinnati, 	 OH 	 Trinity 	 0 0 11 2 0 0
3 Napoleon, OH 	 Peace 	 3 3 107 1 14 0
4 Carbondale. 	 PA 	 Covenant 	 2 1 20 0 0 0
5 Manitowoc, 	 W! 	 Salem-Ebenezer 	 3 3 306 4 0 0

Subtotal 	 11 10 594 14 14 1
----( 	 NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS 	 ) 	
6 Ashley, 	 ND 	 Salem 	 3 3 72 1 0 0
1 	 Lincoln Valley, 	 ND 	 Kassel 	 1 2 36 0 0-- 0
8 Minot, 	 ND 	 Minot 	 0 1 28 0 0 2
9 Upham, 	 ND 	 Peace 	 1 ' 36 0 0 0

10 Aberdeen, 	 SD 	 First 	 3 3 114 1 7 1
11 	 Artas, 	 SD 	 Artas 	 2 2 62 0 1 1
12 Eureka, 	 SD 	 Eureka 	 3 3 218 6 3 1
13 Herreid, 	 SD 	 First 	 2 2 69 4 2 2
14 Hosmer, 	 SD 	 Hosmer 	 2 3 80 3 11 1
15 	 Leola, 	 SD 	 Oranien 	 2 2 38 0 0 0
16 Pierre, 	 SD 	 Hope 	 2 2 36 1 0 2

Subtotal 	 21 24 849 16 14 10
----( SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS 	 ) 	
17 Arvada, CO 	 Providence 	 2 0 16 0 1 8
18 Colo. 	 Springs, 	 CO 	 Trinity Covenant 	 2 0 11 0 0 0
19 Karval, CO 	 Blue Cliff Commun. 	 2 2 28 0 0 1
20 	 Loveland, 	 CO 	 Peace 	 2 2 49 3 4 3
21 Kansas City, MO 	 Hoot, 	 — 	 ,Z , 	 40 . , 0 0 5
22 Hastings, 	 NE 	 Grace 	 .e...,-A 	 '7' 1 17 1 0 0
23 - Lincbin, 	 NE 	 St. 	 John's 	 3 3 90 0 2 0
24 Sutton, 	 NE 	 Emmanuel 	 4 4 213 5 5 6
25 Sutton, 	 NE 	 Hope 	 4 4 181 2 4 2
26 	 Menno, 	 SD 	 Zion 	 4 4 269 6 4 2
27 Mitchell, 	 SD 	 Grace 	 2 2 76 2 4 0
28 	 Sioux 	 Falls, 	 SD 	 Trinity 	 2 2 0 0 20 0
29 	 Rock 	 Springs, 	 WY 	 Pilgrims' 	 2 1 0 1 19 0

Subtotal 	 32 26 990 20 63 27
----( WESTERN CLASSIS 	
30 Anderson, 	 CA 	 Faith 	 2 2 63 8 0 8
31 	 Bakersfield, 	 CA 	 Grace 	 3 3 140 0 5 1
32 Modesto, 	 CA 	 Trinity 	 2 17 0 10 1
33 Sacramento, 	 CA 	 Covenant 	 7 3 88 3 6 9
34 Santa Clarita, 	 CA 	 Sovereign Grace 	 3 1 25 0 0
35 Shafter, CA 	 Ebenezer 	 3 3 93 2 1 3
36 Willows, 	 CA 	 Sovereign Grace 	 2 2 32 0 2 0

Subtotal 	 22 15 458 13 24 21

1 	 9 8 9 	 TOTALS 	 86 75 2,891 63 115 59
1 	 9 8 8 	 TOTALS 	 86 12 2,892 35 51 70

Per Cent Change 	 0 4 0 80 102 	 ( 16)
----( CHAPELS 	 ) 	

1 	 Lodi, 	 CA 	 Providence 	 i C 9 1 0 0
2 Marysville, 	 CA 	 First 	 0 1 16 0 1 3
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	7	 8 	 9 	 10

	

Total 	 Total 	 Lost 	 Lost

	

Members 	 Old/New 	 by 	 by
Rec'd Members Dismis- Erasure

sal or Ois-
cipline

	

11 	 12 	 13 	 14

	

Lost 	 Total 	 Commu- 	 Uncon-

	

by Members 	 nicest 	 firmed

	

Death 	 Lost Members Members
This
Year

15
Total
Bao-

tized
Members

	

16 	 17
Number 	 Number

of of
Fami- Child's
lies in S.S.

8 158 5 1 1 1 151 45 196 93 29
2 13 13 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 0

15 122 5 7 0 12 110 31 141 64 18
0 20 4 0 1 5 15 6 21 7 6
4 310 0 11 2 13 291 98 395 165 66

29 623 21 19 4 50 573 180 753 329 119

1 73 2 1 0 3 70 7 77 39 1
0 36 0 0 0 0 36 5 41 24 0
2 30 0 0 0 0 30 16 46 16 7
0 36 0 0 0 0 36 2 38 25 2
9 123 4 2 4 10 113 33 146 59 29
2 64 1 1 0 2 62 13 75 32 9

10 288 2 5 4 11 277 41 318 143 32
8 17 1 0 0 1 16 20 96 40 23
5 85 2 0 2 4 81 11 92 39 5
0 38 1 0 0 1 37 0 31 21 0
3 39 2 0 1 3 36 15 51 19 12

40 889 15 9 11 35 854 163 1,017 457 126

9 25 1 0 0 1 24 8 32 12 10
0 11 0 0 0 0 11 6 11 5 3
1 29 2 3 0 5 24 15 39 15 15

10 59 17 15 1 33 26 5 31 11 4
5 45 4 0 0 4 41 6 47 21 3
1 18 3 0 0 3 15 5 20 8 8
2 92 7 2 1 10 82 25 107 45 14
16 229 2 1 4 7 222 52 274 110 36
8 189 5 0 5 10 119 11 250 99 60
12 281 26 2 5 33 248 62 310 108 44
6 82 6 4 0 10 12 22 94 33 30

20 20 0 0 0 0 20 11 31 8 20
20 20 0 0 0 0 20 15 35 8 0

110 1,100 73 27 16 116 984 303 1,287 483 247

16 79 3 0 0 3 76 23 99 40 20
5 145 1 8 2 11 134 28 162 91 17

11 28 0 2 0 2 26 28 54 13 18
18 106 11 0 0 11 95 74 169 50 56
0 25 1 5 0 6 19 9 28 12 8
6 99 8 0 2 10 89 18 107 53 16
2 34 1 2 0 3 31 15 46 18 11

58 516 25 17 4 46 470 195 665 277 146

237 3,128 140 72 35 247 2,881 841 3,722 1,546 638
162 3,018 61 	 - 89 37 187 2,891 896 3,781 1,564 638
46 2 130 	 ( 19) 	 ( 5) 32 0 	 ( 6) ( 	 2) ( 	 1) 0

1 10 0 0 0 0 10 5 15 5 5
4 20 0 0 0 0 20 10 30 11 0
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1989 STATISTICS

REFORMED CHURCH 	 IN THE UNITED STATES

SYNOD AND CLASSES

----( GREAT LAKES - GULF CLASSIS ) 	

Number

Adults

	

18 	 19
Number

	

of 	 of
Infants

	

Bap- 	 Bap-

	

tized 	 tized

20
Total
Number

of
Bap-

tisms

21
Number
Rec'd

Lord's
Supper

22
Times
Lord's Church
Supper Numbers
Served

1 Garner, 	 IA 	 Peace 0 5 5 142 4 1
2 Cincinnati, 	 OH 	 Trinity 0 0 0 13 2 2
3 Napoleon, 	 OH 	 Peace 0 3 3 82 5 3
4 Carbondale, 	 PA 	 Covenant 0 0 0 19 12 4
5 Manitowoc, 	 WI 	 Salem-Ebenezer 0 6 6 285 4 5

Subtotal 0 14 14 541 21
----( NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS ) 	

6 Ashley, 	 ND 	 Salem 0 0 69 4 6
7 	 Lincoln Valley, 	 ND Kassel 0 0 29 4 1
8 Minot, 	 ND 	 Minot 3 3 26 4 8
9 Upham, ND 	 Peace 1 1 28 3 9
10 Aberdeen, 	 SD 	 First 1 1 109 4 10
11 	 Artas, 	 SD 	 Artas 1 1 41 4 11
12 Eureka, 	 SD 	 Eureka 1 1 261 4 12
13 Herreid, 	 SD 	 First 2 2 50 4 13
14 Hosmer, 	 SD 	 Hosmer 0 0 54 4 14
15 	 Leola. 	 SD 	 Oranien 0 0 35 4 15
16 	 Pierre, 	 SD 	 Hope 2 2 35 6 16

Subtotal 0 11 11 131 45
----( SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS 	 ) 	
11 Arvada, 	 CO 	 Providence 0 1 1 22 12 11
18 Colo. 	 Springs, 	 CO 	 Trinity Covenant 0 1 1 10 4 18
19 Karval, 	 CO 	 Blue Cliff Commun. 0 4 4 22 4 19
20 Loveland, CO 	 Peace 0 0 0 25 5 20
21 	 Kansas City, 	 MO 	 Hope 0 0 0 29 4 21
22 Hastings, 	 NE 	 Grace 0 1 1 18 5 22
23 	 Lincoln, 	 NE 	 St. 	 John's 0 2 2 75 6 23
24 Sutton, 	 NE 	 Emmanuel 1 8 9 216 4 24
25 Sutton. 	 NE 	 Hope 0 8 8 155 4 25
26 Menno, 	 SD 	 Zion 0 4 4 221 4 26
27 	 Mitchell, 	 SD 	 Grace 0 1 1 68 4 21
28 	 Sioux 	 Falls, 	 SD 	 Trinity 0 1 1 105 4 28
29 	 Rock 	 Springs, 	 WY 	 Pilgrims' 0 0 0 14 4 29

Subtotal 1 31 32 986 64
----( WESTERN CLASSIS 	 ) 	
30 	 Anderson, 	 CA 	 Faith 3 5 8 52 12 30
31 	 Bakersfield, 	 CA 	 Grace 0 5 5 122 4 31
32 Modesto, 	 CA 	 Trinity 0 1 1 24 4 32
33 Sacramento, 	 CA 	 Covenant 0 13 13 90 12 33
34 Santa Clarita, 	 CA 	 Sovereign Grace 0 0 0 16 4 34
35 Shafter, CA 	 Ebenezer 0 2 2 80 4 35
36 Willows, 	 CA 	 Sovereign Grace 0 0 0 31 12 36

Subtotal 3 26 29 415 52

1 	 9 8 9 	 TOTALS 4 82 86 2,619 188 1989
1 	 9 8 8 	 TOTALS 5 85 90 2,563 175 1988

Per Cent Change 	 ( 20 ) ( 4) 	 ( 4) 5 1 %
----( CHAPELS 	 ) 	

1 	 Lodi, 	 CA 	 Providence C 0 0 10 11 1
2 Marysville, 	 CA 	 First 1 4 5 20 12 2
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23
Receipts

from
Regular

Offering

24
Receipts

from
Special

Offering

25
Receipts

from
Other

Sources

26

TOTAL
RECEIPTS

21
Expense

for
Pastor's
Salary &
Benefits

28
Giving

to
Synod

Guide-
lines

29
Giving

to
Classis
Guide-
lines

	

30 	 31
	Giving	 Giving
	to 	 to

Non-Bdgt Non-RCUS
RCUS Benevolnt
items Causes

58,240 2,400 4,281 64,921 21,700 17,126 300 4,985 1,800
613 1,051 8,130 9,800 5,125 0 0 0 0

31,844 18,150 4,199 54,193 18,557 9,507 428 1,536 4,470
36,163 18,541 254 55,564 21,320 1,726 40 100 1,920
46,031 20,646 21,334 88,011 N/R 23,938 1,230 920 f 	290

173,491 60,800 38,198 212,489 66,102 52.291 1,998 7,541 14,480

18,770 9,441 0 28,217 15,600 6,536 355 0 40
14,400 0 0 14,400 7,050 3,151 175 0 105
18,115 131 217 18,469 14,300 206 172 0 0
12,869 0 539 13,408 6,150 265 180 0 0
30,041 1,564 325 31,936 15,594 6,102 570 0 203
8,321 355 10,046 18,722 9,864 4,713 315 219 0

21,492 12,650 36,608 76,750 21.914 24,185 1,390 115 0
12,543 1,961 9,354 23,858 11,640 3,909 315 148 0
4,944 1.061 14.399 20.404 14.500 3,120 400 0 A
4,848 2,196 4,935 11,919 5,200 3,450 190 60 2?5

21,993 366 710 23,069 16,920 0 180 0 221

174,342 29,737 77,133 281,212 139,392 55,637 4,242 1,202 844

21,455 0 177 21,632 14,581 1,001 352 0 0
4,952 0 3,600 8,552 6,940 0 242 0 175

23,848 0 5,333 29,181 10,188 1,570 510 100 80
16,282 6,296 1,102 23,680 12,081 340 792 0 190
33,567 4,090 1,380 39,031 25,553 3,561 858 0 160
7,954 251 11,050 19,255 9,582 747 374 234 305

34.369 3,462 10,440 48,211 19,448 3,069 742 142 0
44,353 5,358 11,068 66,779 22,253 18,694 4,130 1,001 819
51,004 1,109 2,366 60,479 22.639 16.115 3,982 1,302 2.497
43,053 8,505 21,776 73,334 21,092 25,528 5,918 3,015 770
37,264 6,812 1,858 45,934 20,448 6,728 1,596 0 0
13,135 0 15,853 28,988 8,776 0 0 0 0
27,891 0 0 27,891 9,900 96 41 0 0

359,127 41,883 92,003 493,013 204,087 77.449 20,143 5.854 4,996

33,736 0 0 33,136 20,400 2,200 350 0 0
66,691 9,649 29,925 106,265 35,139 12,512 2,393 0 5,436
19,888 9,911 34,381 64,186 28,556 1,561 1,054 576 3,293
173,765 28,156 36,411 238,332 N/R 7,737 5,456 0 4.184
11,150 685 0 17,835 13,000 1.161 862 210 0
5,684 5,035 18,110 88,829 21,600 10,855 6,200 4,109 917

27,327 0 6,465 33,192 17,545 580 303 0 500

344,241 53,436 185,298 582,975 136,240 36,618 16,618 4,895 14,320
...

1,051,201 185,856 392,632 1,629,689 546,421 222,001 43,001 19,492 34,640
964,123 149,061 361,210 1,474,994 506,040 225,766 24,791 29,187 33,704

9 25 ' 	 9 10 8 ( 	 2) 13 	 ( 33) 3

15,203 1,956 1,505 24,664 2,900 542 372 0 111
16,119 30,200 21,833 14,812 31,800 915 1,442 0 0
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1989 STATISTICS

REFORMED CHURCH 	 IN THE UNITED STATES

SYNOD AND CLASSES

----( GREAT LAKES - GULF CLASSIS 	 ) 	
1 	 Garner, 	 !A 	 Peace
2 Cincinnati, 	 OH 	 Trinity
3 Napoleon, O 	 Peace
4 Carbondale, 	 PA 	 Covenant
5 Manitowoc, 	 W! 	 Salem-Ebenezer

Subtotal
----( 	 NORTHERN PLAINS .CLASSIS 	 ) 	

6 	 Ashley. 	 ND _Salem

32
Expense

for
Other
Items

10,940
5,356
13,260
22,938
47,681

100,181

6,701

33

TOTAL
EXPENSE

56,851
10,481
47,758
54,044
14,065

243,199

29,232

34
Value

of
Church

Building

185,000
35,000
185,000
29,850

450,000

884,850

24.900

35
Value

of
Church

Parsonage

55,000
0

55,000
0

115,000

225,000

11.100
7 	 Lincoln 	 Valley, 	 ND 	 Kassel 5.110 15,591 30.000 0
8 	 Minot, 	 ND 	 Minot 4,355 19,033 39,000 13,000
9 Uoham, 	 ND 	 Peace 6.546 13,741 15,000 30.000

10 	 Aberdeen., 	 SD 	 First 9,061 31,530 75.000 40,000
11 	 Artas, 	 SD 	 Artas 3.062 18,233 10,010 6.000
12 Eureka, 	 SD 	 Eureka 23.811 72,075 200,000 70,000
13 Herreid, 	 SD 	 First 10,713 26,725 40,000 0
14 Hosmer, 	 SD 	 Hosmer 2.584 20,604 30,000 0
15 Leola, 	 SD 	 Oranien 3.833 13,008 30,000 0
16 Pierre, 	 SD 	 Hope 4.947 22,268 24,000 24,000

Subtotal 80,723 282,040 517,900 260,100
----( SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS 	 ) 	
17 	 Arvada, 	 CO 	 Providence 4,205 20,139 N/A N/A
18 Colo. 	 Springs, 	 CO 	 Trinity Covenant 983 8,340 N/A N/A
19 	 Karval, 	 CO 	 Blue 	 Cliff 	 Commun. 4,958 18,006 N/A N/A
20 Loveland. 	 CO 	 Peace 10.481 23,890 83,000 86,000
21 	 Kansas 	 City. 	 +,1:0 	 Hope 23,932 54.364 100,000- N/A
22 	 Hastings, 	 NE 	 Grace' •- 	 - 	 i 	 - 7.674 18.91E 12.000 45.000
23 	 Lincoln, 	 NE 	 St, 	 johr's 21.626 45,027 130,000 90.000
24 Sutton, 	 NE 	 Emmanuel 10,477 65,974 285,000 130,000
25 Sutton, 	 NE 	 Hone 14,181 60,696 70,000 40,001
26 Menno, 	 SD 	 Zion 20,281 76,664 250,000 30,000
27 	 Mitchell, 	 SD 	 Grace 13,313 42,085 169,383 43,316
28 	 Sioux 	 Fails. 	 SD 	 Trinity 15,463 24,239 N/A N/A
29 Rock 	 Springs, 	 Nt 	 P1grHms' 11,449 21,492 N/A N/A

Subtotal 167,003 479,532 1,099,383 434,316
----( 	 WESTERN CLASSIS
37 	 4ndersor, 	 CA 	 Faith 12.000 34.950 351.000 0
31 	 Bakersfield. 	 CA 	 Grace 29,283 84,7E3 400.000 95,000
32 	 Modesto, 	 CA 	 Trinity 8,237 43.213 0 0
33 Sacramento, 	 CA 	 Covenant 173.491 190.868 200,000 a
34 Santa Ciente. 	 CA 	 Sovereign Grace 6,015 21,254 0 0
35 Shafter. 	 CA 	 Ebenezer 38,669 82,350 412.000 77,000
36 Willows, CA 	 Sovereign Grace 13,130 32,058 0 0

Suototal 280,825 489,516 1,362,000 172,000

1989 	 TOTALS 628,132 1,494,287 3,864,133 1,091,416
19 88 	 TOTALS 577,340 1.396,828 3,631,283 1,118,416

Per Cent Change 9 7 6 ( 	 2)
----( CHAPELS 	 ) 	

	

1 Lodi, CA 	 Providence 1,358 4,983 0 0
2 Marysville, 	 CA 	 First 36,310 70,527 0 0
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36
Improve-
ments on

Church
Property

	

37 	 38 	 39 	 40

	

Present 	 Debts Giving to Giving to

	

Property 	 Paid 	 in 	 Synod 	 Classis Church

	

Debts 	 Past 	 Per Com- 	 Per Com- Number

	

Year 	 municant 	 municant

200 0 	 0 	 114 2 1
0 13,586 1,057 	 0 0 2

3,211 0 	 0 	 89 4 3
1,489 0 	 0 	 86 2 4
6,295 0 	 0 	 18 4 5

11,201 13,586 1,051 	 88 3

2,251 91 5 6
0 88 5 7
0 7 6 8
0 7 5 9

2,040 54 5 10
450 16 5 11

4,239 87 5 12
2,253 57 5 13

0 39 5 14
900 91 5 15

0 0 5 16

12,139 0 	 0 	 66 5

N/A 0 	 63 22 17
N/A 0 	 0 22 18
NJA 0 	 56 18 19
80 6,199 	 1 16 20
0 25,00 26,596 	 89 21 21

2,636 0 	 44 22 22
0 101,981 4,606 	 34 8 23

2,265 0 	 88 22 24
0 0 	 89 22 25

1,565 0 	 95 22 26
0 13,00 5,000 	 89 21 21

N/A 0 	 N/A N/A 28
N/A 0 	 N/A N/A 29

6,546 145,981 42,401 	 78 20

3,000 0 35 6 30
3,355 0 89 11 31

0 0 92 62 32
0 0 88 62 33
0 0 47 34 34
0 0 II/ 67 35
0 0 0 	 18 11 36

6,355 0 0 	 80 36

36,241 159,567 43,458 	 77 15 1989
44,373 220,793 26,029 	 . 	 16 8 1988

18) ( 	 28) 61 	 1 79 $

0 0 0 	 60 41 1
0 0 0 	 61 90 2
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Index of Positions and Resolutions (1970-1990)

Entries are keyed year:page (e.g. 90:10 = 1990 Abstract. page 10).

Appeals
Caldwell vs. Western Classis - 90:150

	

C h 	 <IAA cyz--ictic>r)
Catalog of Christmas Programs - 88:11
Christian Education in the Church Committee - 73:18
Dordt College Scholarship - 80:29

Cc->rnt 1.1a i x -1is
Allison and Bass vs. Northern Plains Classis - 90:151.
Gray and Cash vs. Western Classis - 89:66
Treick. et al. vs. Western Classis - 88:99

Cax-i -tit ix tic'''.
Article 54. Amendment - 86:60
Article 81. Amendment - 89:41
Article 86. Amendment. - 89:41
Article 168. Omission - 86:61
Article 192, Amendment - 89:41
Article 194. Amendment - 89:42
"Church" in Article 31 - 87:69
"Orthodox" in Article 74 (formerly Art. 76) - 70:26
Revised Forms and Rules of Order - 87:App.

"Ai 
Committee on Relations with Churches Abroad - 89:27
Interchurch Relations Committee - 78:39; 83:80: 87:64
North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council - 75:34
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America - 73:19: 75:3

	Li	 i i
Adopting and Receiving Reports - 84:70
Anti-abortion Declaration - 72:29: 85:95*
Associate Members -- 85:96
Authoritative English Bible Translation - 89:87
Authoritative Heidelberg Catechism Translation - 86:74
Borrowing Elders - 90:136
Candidates and Credentials Committee - 74:30
Candles at Weddings - 81:38
Closing Religious Services - 70:27
Credentials from Congregation to Synod - 89:87
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Index of Positions and Resolutions (1970-1990)

Elder Representation at Classis - 70:26
Giving to Classis - 74:23; 79:33
Guideline for Giving - 73:21; 75:33
Labor Outside the Bounds of Classis - 78:36
Membership of Minister - 70:26
Minister as Ruling Elder in non-RCUS Church - 75:32
Minister from Another Denomination - 87:70
Name of a Congregation - 89:87
Objections to a Call - 82:42
Objections to Circular Actions - 80:31; 87:69
Overtures to Synod - 87:69
Pastor's Salary - 74:26
Reception of a New Congregation - 87:68
Recommendation of a New Minister - 87:68
Serving on Committees - 83:80
Subsidiary Standards - 83:80
Task of the Church - 83:81

Mirnisteria1 A.i
Ministerial Aid Committee - 89:88
Ministerial Aid Qualifications - 79:29

Minutes of Classes
Destroying Documents - 90:139
Recording and Storing of Minutes - 88:90

1VtiiscellaLrxiouts
Autographa - 73:28*
Days of Creation - 85:105*; 86:83
Reports for Fraternal Delegates - 89:102
Printing of Heidelberg Catechism - 85:105
Student Financial Aid Agreement - 73:22; 74:9
Students for the Christian Ministry - 72:21

Mks il_szsrx
Committee on Assessment - 89:90; 90:141
ERCZ Church Government - 88:30
Evangelism - 90:81
Home Missions Committee - 87:73
Home Missions Works - 87:75
Missionary-at-Large - 78:24; 84:34
Policy and Procedures for Foreign Missions - 81:17
Riverbank Resolution - 84:73
Second Year of the Salary Scale - 77:20
Zaire Administration Committee - 87:71
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IrT ecrolc,
Ackerman, Calvin - 74:29 	 Lutze, Norman - 71:27
Beck. Edward - 79:40 	 Mehlhaf, Leroy - 89:App.
Bender, Albert - 81:39 	 Mehlhaf, Reinhold - 73:31
Bender. August - 72:30 	 Mehlhaff, Edward - 83:87
Bender, Marvin - 90:App. 	 Mehlhaff, John - 76:36
Bittner, Harvey - 89:App. 	 Mehlhaff, William - 83:87
Bollinger, Albert - 79:40 	 Meidinger, Eugene - 78:40
Bosma, Diedrich - 73:30 	 Mettler, Arthur - 85:106
Bosma, Victor - 87:82 	 Mettler, Jacob - 85:106
Boschee, August - 89:App. 	 Mettler, Raymond - 80:33
Buehrer, Emil - 73:30 	 Mettler, Simon - 78:40
Busse, Edward - 78:40 	 Meyer, Paul - 79:40
Carlson, Everett - 85:105 	 Neifer, John - 83:87
Dockter. Leopold - 89:App. 	 Ochsner, Calvin - 72:30
Feil, Jacob, Jr. - 70:29 	 Prochow, Raymond - 86:116
Greiman, Ben - 78:40 	 Reimann, Ruben - 87:82
Grotegut. Alvin - 83:86 	 Rudolph, Adam - 83:87
Haberkamp, Raymond - 90:App. 	 Rau, Edwin - 80:33
Herr, Albert - 76:36 	 Stoller, Albert - 76:36
Hieb, Henry - 83:87 	 Stoller, Benjamin - 89:App
Hofmann, Wilfred - 87:82 	 Stromer, Harold - 88:App.
Job, Sam - 81:39 	 Stuebbe, Calvin - 84:75
Kirschenmann, Adolf - 83:87 	 Wagner, Edwin - 85:106
Klaudt, Robert - 72:30 	 Ulmer, Edmund - 90:App.
Klinge, Fred - 85:106
Knipp, Orrin - 84:75

I:I lblitAc Eutitaris
Assistant Editor - 90:149
Editorial Advisory Committee - 88:97
Marketing Formula - 81:24
Royalty Policy - 89:102

S pccira.1 Studies
Assoc. for the Advancement of Christian Scholarship - 71:20
Bible Text Used in the Catechism - 89:76
Canons of Dordt - 74:19
Canons of Dort and Belgic Confession - 81:28; 82:30; 83:47;

85:58
Charitable Organizations - 81:28
Deaconesses - 81:31
Dividing into Classes - 73:28; 85:64
Ecclesiastical Divorce and Remarriage - 90:121
Elders on Permanent and Special Committees - 70:19
"Family" for Statistical Purposes - 70:20
Infant Communion - 77:23; 77:40
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Investigate a RCUS Seminary - 85:68; 86:61
Ministerial Requirements - 88:72
Ordination Vow - 80:28
Preaching and Exhorting - 81:35
Reformed Theological Seminary, Jackson, MS - 74:20
Revolving Fund for Church Buildings - 72:20; 73:20
Student Assistants to Ministers - 73:19; 77:26
Theonomy - 85:72; 87:41
Voting in Congregational Meetings - 78:28*

Trial
Rainbow vs. Eureka Classis - 79:14

* Selected Resolutions

ABORTION - The Scriptures declare that man is created in the
image of God. No society, which encourages or permits the taking
of unborn life, can long escape the judgment of God. We, the Re-
formed Church in the United States, in subjection to Christ, our
Lord, decry the wholesale slaughter of the unborn, which consti-
tutes one of the greatest national sins of our age. Furthermore,
no institution, ecclesiastical body or individual deserves to bear
the name Christian which supports this wanton destruction of un-
born children. Such false sons of the church are anathema and
enemies of Christ and His Kingdom. We beseech our elected repre-
sentatives and Christians everywhere to use all lawful means at
their disposal to bring to an immediate end the holocaust of abor-
tion. We further declare that, insofar as we are able, we will
provide sanctuary for the unborn, purposing that we will offer the
alternative of life. [85:95-96]

AUTOGRAPHA - That the Reformed Church in the U.S. wholeheart-
edly reaffirms that the autographs are the infallible, inerrant,
plenarily and verbally inspired Word of God and that the Lord God
in His all wise providence has faithfully maintained the purity of
His Word in its transmission unto this very day. [73:28]

DAYS OF CREATION - The Eureka Classis affirms that God creat-
ed the heavens and the earth in six normal days which were chrono-
logical periods of light and darkness as recorded in the book of
Genesis. [85:105]

VOTING - That the exercise of the vote in the congregational
meeting is an exercise of authority in the Church of Jesus Christ
and is therefore properly the provence of the male head of the
household. [78:28]
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