The Northern Plains Classis
2017 Abstract of the Minutes

32" Annual Spring Meeting
March 14th & 15th, A.D. 2017
Salem Reformed Church
Ashley, North Dakota

The Abstract of the 32™ Classis is hereby affectionately dedicated to the memory of

the Rev. George Syms
(1953 —2016)

a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ
and now in glory with the Lorp and Savior he proclaimed and loved. May his ministry
among God’s people continue to bear fruit for generations to come.



Classical Guideline for Giving

Classical Dues: $21.00
Missions: $50.00
Total: $71.00
Officers of Classis
President: Rev. Paul Henderson
Vice President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg
Stated Clerk: Rev. James Grossmann

Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm

Permanent Commiittees of Classis
(Underline indicates Chairman)
Auditing
Haddock, Davis

Camp
Fickbohm, Grossmann, Schwichtenberg, Arbach

Candidates and Credentials
Poe, Brice, Snyder, Henderson, Meidinger

Christian Education and Publications
Dawn, Opp, Brice

Diaconal
Dawn, Sapp, Opp

Executive
Henderson, Grossmann, Fickbohm

Home Missions
Schwichtenberg, Haak, DeJong, Poe

Interchurch Relations
Grossmann, DeJong, Brice, VanderVliet

Assistant to the Clerk
D. Haak



Table of Contents

Ministers 0f the Word..........ooovvvveeiiiiiiiiie e, 1
Primarius EIAErS..........ooooviiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeee e 2
SecuNdUS EIAErS.......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 3
Churches in North Dakota............cooovveiiieiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeens 4
Chapels in North Dakota...........cccceeeeiieiiiieeiiecieecee e, 4
Churches in South Dakota............ccoovveiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeas 4
Radio Programs of the Northern Plains Classis.........cccccccvveeruenneenn.. 5
ChUurch WEDSIES. ......ocoeeiuiiiieeeieeee et 5
32nd Annual Spring Meeting — March 14-15, AD 2017................. 6
L. SOIVICES. ettt 6
I1. OrganizZation.........c.c.ceecvieeeieeerieeeeieeeeeeeieeeereeesreeesree e e esnreaeeees 6

1. Adoption of the Agenda, Orders of the Day, Special Orders....6
IV. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates; Welcome and

Seating Of VISIEOTS.....ceeivieiiiiiieriieeiieeie ettt e 6
V. Reception of New Churches..........cccccvveeviieeicieeeeeeciiieee e 6
VI. Reception of New MINISters......ccceeveeevierveeiieenieenieeeriieeeeieeenns 6
VII. Announcement of Standing Committees............ccceeevveerveeennnns 7
VIII. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports &
COMMUNICATIONS. ... eeeeereeeiiieeiereeeitteeeieeeeteeesaaeessreessasaeeeeesnsnssaeeens 7
Auditing COMMILEEE. ......eevvreeiieiieeieeriie et eiee e eveeieeeieae e 7
Camp COMMILEEL......ecivieeeiieeiiieecieeerteeerreeeeeirae e e e e e seraeeeeeenens 7
Candidates and Credentials Committee...........ccceervveerrieeeunennne. 9
Christian Education & Publications...........cccccecvveevevieieiiiieeeeennns 9
DIaconal.....cc.eeiiiiiiie e 10
Home Missions COMMIttEe.........ccueeevreercieeeriieenieeesiieesiieeeenn 10
Interchurch Relations...........ccccoceviiniiiiinieniienececeeeeee 11
IX. Reports of OffiCers.....ccouiieriiieiiieeieeeie e 12
A. President's Report on the State of the Church...................... 12
B. Stated Clerk's Report including Necrologies........................ 14
Necrology for Aaron Rau..........ccceeeiveviiiiiieniiciieceiee e, 15
Necrology for Ralph Kusler..........cccoovvveeiiieeiiiiiiieeeiee, 16
Necrology for Rev. George Syms........cccccvveeriieeenveeennnnn. 17
Necrology for Andy Koerner............ccccveeeevieecieeecieeeieeenee, 19
Necrology for Floyd Beck.........ccocveviiiiiieniiiiiiieeiee e, 20
C. Report of the Executive Committee's Report of Synod........ 20
D. Executive Committee's Report on the Minutes.................... 21
E. Treasurer's Report and Auditing Committee Report............ 23

X, SPecial Order........coevieriieeiieieeieeee et 23



XI. Parochial Reports of MInisters..........ccceeevveeeeiieeeeeeciieeee e 23

Parochial Report of Rev. Wesley Brice.........ccccccvevveeneennen. 23
Parochial Report of Rev. Dale Clark...........ccccoeevvveecnnnnnnnnn. 24
Parochial Report of Rev. David Dawn............ccccoeevveeennnnnn. 25
Parochial Report of Rev. James Grossmann........................ 26
Parochial Report of Rev. Phil Poe...........ccccevevviniieiieeene. 27
Parochial Report of Cody Schwichtenberg.............c...c....... 28
Elders’ Report of Hope Reformed Church........................... 30
XII. Constitutional Questions to Elders.............ccccovveieeiinnnnnnnnee... 31
XIII. Report of Numerical & Financial Statistics............ccccueenuneen. 32
XIV. Reading of the Standing Rules..........c.cccovvveviiieiiiiiiie. 32
XV. Reports from Classis Fraternal Delegates.............cccccvveennnee. 32
XVI. Address and/or Reports of Fraternal Delegates & Visitors. .32
XVII. Reports of Special Committees.........cceeveevveererieeennreeennnnn. 33
XVIII. Reports of Standing Committees...........ceeeevciveeenieeeennenenn. 33
A. Education, Publications & Student Aid..........ccccceovvevunnnnnenn. 33
B. Services & Interchurch............ccccoeeviiiiiiiiiiiiee e, 33
C. Examinations and LiCeNSUIe..........cccoecverueerierienenieneenieeneenn 34
D EXCUSES....vviiiiiiiiie ettt seee e e eaae e e s e 34
E. Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid....................... 34
F.oJudicial......cccooiiiiiiii e 35
G MISSIONS. ¢ttt ettt et e st e st eeeeeeeeeens 35
H. NOMINAtIONS. .....ccciiiieiiieeiii et e e eavaeee s 36
XIX. Miscellaneous Reports and Other Business.......................... 36
A. Expression of Appreciation to the hosting congregation.....36

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk's Report and Executive
Committee's MINULES.........cccueeerieeeiiieeiieeeiie e e esreeeiveees 36
XX. Reading of the MInutes...........cccoeveeriieriienieenienieeeeieee e 36
XXT. AdJOUINMENL.......ccciiiieiiieeciiieeciiee e eeeeeree e s e e e eiareeeeeeeaens 37
AL ROINCalL.ciiiiee e 37
B. DEVOLIONS. ...c.vviiiiiieeiieeciiee ettt 37

C. The Apostles' Creed, Lord's Prayer, Benediction and
DOXOIOZY ..ttt e 37
APPENDIX ..ottt e 38
Treasurer's REPOTt........coovvveieiiiiiie e 39
2016 Membership & Financial Statistics..........ccccceeevvveerenvnennn. 43

Standing Rules.........cocooiiiiiiiiee e 45



Abstract of the Minutes — Ministers

Ministers of the Word
Brice, Wesley (First Reformed Chapel RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
PO Box 60, Taylor, ND 58656
Phone: (701) 974-4321 Email: wesbrice@yahoo.com

Dawn, David (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
316 17th Ave S.E. Apt 111, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605) 229-5953 Email: aberdeensd@gmail.com

Grossmann, James (Eureka RCUS, Eureka, ND)
P.O. Box 371, Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 284-2396 Email: jmsgrssm(@gmail.com
Haddock, William (Emeritus, Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
114 North Highland Ave, Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (605) 838-4326 Email: w.whaddock@gmail.com
Henderson, Paul (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
105 Lakeview Dr., Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (661) 910-2154 Email: hendohrcus@gmail.com
Irwin, Dave (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
P.O. Box 345, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3265 Email: colossians2.10@gmail.com
Poe, Philip E. (Harvest RCUS, Minot, ND)
1624 Foothills Rd. SW, Minot, ND 58701
Phone: (701) 340-7666 Email: karenpoe70@yahoo.com
Schwichtenberg, Cody (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
PO Box 724, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2209 Email: codyrcus@gmail.com
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Primarius Elders

Arbach, Nathan (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
P.O. Box 175, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2604

Email: arbachn(@valleytel.net

Davis, Brian (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2306 Flag Mountain, Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (208) 761-8087
Email: briand@hopercus.com

DeJong, Rodney (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
3517 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 882-4071
Email: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Haak, Doug (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
801 S. Aldrich St., Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605)225-3817

Email: ddhaak@abe.midco.net

Meidinger, Ron J. (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
615 Center Ave. N., Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3374

Email: saminger@drtel.net

Neifer, LeRoy (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer, SD)
11704 343 Ave, Hosmer, SD 57448
Phone: (605) 577-6604

Opp, Glenn (Eureka RCUS, Eureka, SD)
10384 335™ Ave., Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 284-2968
Email: oppglenn@gmail.com

Snyder, James B. (Harvest RCUS, Minot, ND)
2300 19th Ave. NW, Minot, ND 58703
Phone: (701) 240-9402
Email: jsnyder@nd.gov
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Secundus Elders

Fickbohm, Matthew (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2012 Tiree Dr., Fort Pierre, SD 57532
Phone: (605) 280-9330

Email: mfickbohm@gmail.com

Jung, Raymond H. (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer, SD)
12684 347™ Ave., Roscoe, SD 57471
Phone: (605) 283-2253

Mehlhaff, Craig (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
P.O. Box 162, Akaska, SD 57420
Phone: (605) 290-6752

Email: Craig.M@trusspros.com

Mehlhaff, Earl A. (Eureka RCUS, Eureka, SD)
PO Box 483, Eureka, SD 57437
Phone: (605) 284-2698

Email: emehlhaff@valleytel.net

Moos, Vern (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
10120 34™ Ave, Venturia, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 423-5536
Email: dmoo@bektel.com

Sapp, Steven (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
46375 206™ St., Bruce, SD 57220
Phone: (605) 627-5691

Email: slsapp@svwireless.com

Vander Vliet (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
P.O. Box 113, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2434

Email: vandervliet@valleytel.net
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Churches in North Dakota

Ashley, ND 58413.......cccvrvvenrinrenssensancssercssansssascsnes (701) 288-3265
Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9 AM
Pastor: Dave Irwin (wife, Trena)

Minot, ND S58701.....cccceeuereerurrunsucsuessuenseecsaecsaesssneane (701) 838-6050
Harvest RCUS, meeting at Grand International Hotel, Norse Room
(Mail: PO Box 804, Minot, ND 58702-0804)
Worship: 10:30am Sunday School: 6:30pm @ Parsonage
Pastor: Phil Poe (wife, Karen)

Chapels in North Dakota
Dickinson, ND 58601 ..(701) 974-4321
First RCUS, 237 14th St W, Dickinson, ND 58601
(Mail: PO Box 60, Taylor, ND 58656-0060)
Worship: 10:00 AM; SS: 11:30 am
Website: www.frcdickinson.com
Pastor: Wesley Brice (wife, Ginger)

Churches in South Dakota
Aberdeen, SD S57401.......cccccevuievveinsurcssnnssnicssescsnnnes (605) 229-5953
First RCUS, 818 9th Ave. S.E.
(Mail: 818 9th Ave Se, Aberdeen, SD 57401)
Worship: 9:00 AM Sunday School: 10:15am
Website: www.aberdeenrcus.org
Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Colleen)

Eureka, SD 57437....cuccvivvnvnsnsuinncssesesessessessesssnnes (605) 284-2396
Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:15 AM
Pastor: James Grossmann (wife, Michelle)

Herreid, SD 57632......ccovevvensuecrensensencsansncsaescneeens (605) 437-2209
First RCUS, 601 N. Main St. (Mail: PO Box 212)
Worship: 10AM; Sunday School 11AM
Pastor: Cody Schwichtenberg (wife, Angela)


http://www.aberdeenrcus.org/
http://www.frcdickinson.com/
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Hosmer, SD 57448........cceievvieivvnecssnnccsnecssnnenccens (605) 577-6604
Hosmer RCUS, 202 West 5th St (Mail: 11704 343™ Ave)

Pierre, SD S7501......cuueeveirensuecsensuecsnccsessancssnsnccnns (605) 224-7846
Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield
Worship: 9:30 AM
Website: www.hopercus.com
Pastor: Paul Henderson (wife, Tina)

Watertown, SD 57201......uciicevveeiccssrnnieccsssssssssneennns (605) 878-4567
Covenant RCUS, 15 12th Ave NE (Mail: 434 30™ St. NW)
Worship: 10AM; Sunday School: 11:20AM
Website: www.watertownrcus.org

Radio Programs of the Northern Plains Classis

Church Radio Station Time
Aberdeen — KGIM - 1420 ‘
Pause for Thought AM Sundays, 8:30 AM
Salem — '
Start the Week KSJB—-600 AM  Sundays, 7:45 AM
Eureka —

Worship Service KOLY —-99.5 FM Sundays, 9:00 AM

Church Websites
First RCUS — Aberdeen, SD........cccccceevvvevnvennnne. aberdeenrcus.org
Covenant RCUS — Watertown, SD..................... watertownrcus.org

First Reformed Chapel — Dickinson, ND......www.frcdickinson.com
Hope Reformed Church — Pierre, SD........c.ccccceeeenneee. hopercus.com

SermonAudio..........cccoeevevviiennnrnnn. www.SermonAudio.com/npcrcus


http://www.watertownrcus.org/
http://www.hopercus.com/

6 Northern Plains Classis

32" Annual Spring Meeting — March 14-15, AD 2017
Salem Reformed Church — Ashley, North Dakota

I. Services
For the opening devotion, Rev. David Dawn opened in prayer, reading from James 3:13-
18 and giving a devotion entitled “Gentleness”.

On Tuesday evening at 7:30pm, the Northern Plains Classis met for a worship service
with the congregation of Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota. Rev. Cody
Schwichtenberg conducted the worship service and Rev. Paul Henderson preached a
sermon entitled “The Greatness of God's Love” using Romans 5:6-8 as his text.

The Northern Plains Classis opened its session on Wednesday, March 15", A.D. 2017
with a devotion led by Rev. Irwin from I John 4:7-11, entitled “Beloved, Let us Love
One Another”. The devotion was concluded with prayer.

II. Organization
The 32™ Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at 1:28pm on
Tuesday, March 14", A.D. 2017, at Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota.
Following the opening devotion, the President, Rev. David Dawn, called the meeting to
order. The roll was called and there were 6 ministers and 6 elders, a quorum.

The President defined the Bar of the House as the the first 8 pews of the church. The
President appointed Elder Ron Meidinger and Elder Matthew Fickbohm as tellers and
Rev. Wes Brice as the Reformed Herald reporter.

Election of Officers: Election by ballot was held for men to serve in the following
capacities: President: Rev. Paul Henderson; Vice-President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg;
Stated Clerk: Rev. James Grossmann; and Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm.

I11. Adoption of the Agenda, Orders of the Day, Special Orders
The Agenda, Services, Orders of the Day and Special Order were adopted as presented by
Classis President Dawn.

IV. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates; Welcome and

Seating of Visitors
The Classis welcomed Jacob Kuik and Peter Veenendal representing the Manitoba Classis
of the Canadian Reformed Churches; Elder Vern Moos of the Salem Reformed Church,
Ashley, North Dakota; These men were seated in the bar of the house and given the
privilege of the floor.

Rev. David Irwin from the Presbyterian Church of America was also welcomed.

V. Reception of New Churches

There were no new congregations to be received.

VI. Reception of New Ministers
Rev. Paul Henderson was received, given the right hand of fellowship and Rev. Dawn
offered a prayer of thanksgiving.
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VII. Announcement of Standing Committees
The chairman of the committee is underlined.

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services & Interchurch: Schwichtenberg,
Meidinger, Snyder

Examinations and Licensure: Poe, Brice, Snyder, Fickbohm, Haak

Excuses: Grossmann, DeJong, Meidinger

Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid: Schwichtenberg, Brice, Fickbohm,
DeJong

Judicial: Brice, Grossmann, Haak, Opp

Missions: Poe, Dawn, Henderson, Opp, DeJong

Nominations: Dawn, Haak, Opp

VIII. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee

Reports & Communications

The Stated Clerk presented overtures and communications to the Standing Overture
Committees. The following Permanent Committee Reports were referred to these
Standing Committees: Auditing — to Finances, Benevolence & Ministerial Aid; Camp — to
Education, Student Aid, Publications, Services & Interchurch; Candidates and
Credentials — to Examinations & Licensure; Christian Education — to Education, Student
Aid, Publications, Services & Interchurch; Diaconal — to Finances, Benevolence &
Ministerial Aid; Missions — to Missions; Interchurch Relations — to Education, Student
Aid, Publications, Services & Interchurch.

Auditing Committee

Esteemed Brethren:

The Auditing Committee audited the financial books of the Northern Plains Classis as
they were kept by the treasurer, Elder Matt Fickbohm. Your committee met with Elder
Fickbohm on February 15, 2017. Your Committee found the books to be in order. We
make the following recommendation:

1. That the Northern Plains Classis commend Elder Matt Fickbohm for his work as
Treasurer.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. William Haddock, Elder Brian Davis

Camp Committee

Esteemed Brothers,

Your joint Camp Committee of the Northern Plains and South Central Classis met by
teleconference on Friday February 10th, 2017. Members participating were Revs.
Grossmann, Henry, Johnson, and Schwichtenberg and Elders Burbach and Fickbohm.
Also in attendance was Rev. Dr. Maynard Koerner.

The meeting was opened with Rev. Johnson reading Psalm 150 and reminding the
Committee of our focus on overseeing a youth camp that brings glory to our Almighty
God. Rev. James Grossmann opened in prayer.

The Committee undertook its annual review of the prior year’s camp. We noted that
evaluations are much the same as most years. The Committee took some time to consider
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the talent show as some concerns were expressed in the skits performed by campers. The
Camp Director will be working with the counselor who has done much work to
encourage campers to participate in the talent show to ensure skits are appropriate.

The Committee also discussed the worship services held during HYC. The Spiritual
oversight and formality of the services was raised as a concern on counselor evaluations.
After some discussion, the Committee took no action to change the service in name or
form.

The Committee also considered and added an optional time of prayer to the camp
schedule. An idea of Rev. Scott Henry and field tested during HYC 2016. The prayer
meetings will be held on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons at 4:15PM.

The Committee considered the financial report (included with this report) for 2016. It was
encouraging to see giving from congregations providing a good portion of the revenue for
2016. This allows the camp to maintain the cost charged to families sending their children
to HYC. We heartily thank all those that donated and pray that the Lord continues to lead
His people to support HYC with giving. The Committee is proposing the same fee
schedule of $165 for registrations received before June 1st and $195 thereafter.

Various camp themes were considered by the Committee. The Committee decided on the
theme of “Prayer” for 2017, using the model prayer given by our Lord. May God use this
theme to raise up a generation that seeks Him diligently through this means of grace.

The offerings collected during HYC were designated by the Committee to support the
budding work of Heidelberg Theological Seminary (HTS) to train pastors in the
Philippines. This work is particularly important as the need for pastors in this country has
been made known to HTS, but it has lacked the financial resources to begin the program.
While the offering collected by HYC is not likely to fully fund the initial need of this
program, we pray God will raise up the remaining funds for this important work. The
Committee encourages your prayer for this program that HYC may be used to spread the
Gospel in the Philippines.

Of pressing need to HYC beginning in 2017 is the need for a new head chef to lead the
kitchen. After many years of faithful service Rev. & Mrs. Travis Grassmid ended their
service leading the kitchen. The Committee is working with a man who is willing to step
into this important role. We rely on God’s providence to raise up the next leaders of the
kitchen.

Your committee brings the following recommendations.

Recommendation #1: TAKE NOTE that the dates of camp are as follows:

July 24-28, 2017; July 23-27, 2018; July 22-26, 2019; & July 20-24, 2020.
Recommendation #2: That the Budget, including registration fees, for HYC 2017 be
approved.

Recommendation #3: TAKE NOTE that the churches be encouraged to donate items or
money to HYC to help reduce the cost of registrations.

Recommendation #4: That the Report as a whole be adopted.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the joint committee,

J. Grossmann, C. Schwichtenberg, M. Fickbohm, & N. Arbach
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Balance Forward | $5,785.59
Revenue Budget 2016 |Actual 2016 |Difference |Budget 2017
Camp Fees (97 campers) $15,510.00) $16,469.00) $959.00) $15,975.00)
Gifts $1,119.60| $1,119.60 $1,000.00}
Worship Offering $1,000.00| $839.12) -$160.88 $1,000.00}
Interest] $0.48 $0.48
Camp Store Sales $600.00) $532.14] -$67.86| $600.00)
Total Revenue $17,110.00) $18,960.34| $18,575.00)
Expenses

Camp Bob Marshal Rental $10,656.00) $11,161.20) $505.20] $11,457.00)
Food $3,500.00] $3,094.66 -$405.34 $3,500.00

T-Shirts & Counselor Gifts $2,500.00| $2,295.17 -$204.83 $2,500.00}

Crafts $200.00] $279.45) $79.45 $300.00]

Supplies & Equipment $500.00) $400.74) -$99.26 $500.00)

Promotion 200.0( -$200.00

Custer State Park Fees| 100.00) -$100.00) $100.00]

Administration| 100.00| $21.30) -$78.70 $100.00]

Camp Store Supplies| $500.00) $335.63] -$164.37] $500.00)

Worship Offering $1,000.00| $839.12) -$160.88 $1,000.00}

Total Expenses $19,256.00 $18,427.27 $19,957.00

Revenue Less Expenses $533.07| -$1,382.00)
Ending Balance $6,318.66

Heidelberg Youth Camp Financial Report and Proposed Budget

Rental Cost: $600 (kitchen use) + [$19 (daily rate/person) X 4 (days) X 125 (people) +
5.5% tax

Proposed 2017 fees: $165 per camper if registration and fee are received by June 1. $195
per camper if received June 1 or after ($6 increase) No fee for adult volunteers. Proposed
budget is based upon 95 campers and 40 adults.

Candidates and Credentials Committee

Esteemed Brothers,

Your committee engaged in two conference calls dealing with examinations for
Orthodoxy and Intent. On November 28, 2016 we examined Rev. David Irwin, a PCA
minister from Mississippi with a view to his candidating for the Ashley, ND
congregation. This brother was very well prepared and proved himself quite orthodox.
Your committee passed him unanimously without reservation. Rev. Irwin candidated for
the Ashley pulpit on December 4, 2016 and has received and accepted the pastoral call to
Ashley. He will be examined for licensure at Spring Classis.

On Monday, December 12" the committee had a conference call with Rev. Paul
Henderson coming to the Northern Plains Classis from our Western Classis. Rev.
Henderson, being already ordained in the RCUS, was asked simply to re-state his
commitment to the Three Forms of Unity and to the RCUS. Rev. Henderson did so with
vigorous expression and is now the Pastor for Hope RCUS in Pierre, SD.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Phil Poe, Elder James Snyder, Rev. Wes Brice, Elder Ron Meidinger

Christian Education & Publications

March 13, 2017
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Dear Brothers and Fathers,

Your committee did not meet, nor did any business come before us. We therefore bring no
recommendations.

Dale Clark, W. Brice, E. Mehlhaff

Diaconal

March 13, 2017

Dear Brothers and Fathers,

Your committee did not meet, nor did any business come before us. We therefore bring
not recommendations.

Dale Clark, S. Sapp, G. Opp

Home Missions Committee

13-14 March 2017

Esteemed Brothers,

(This report was late due to circumstances beyond our control. Our committee had asked
and received permission from the executive committee not to be held to the deadlines
given in the standing rules.)

This past year, the concerns of your committee have again centered around First
Reformed Chapel, Dickinson, ND. This work is under the oversight of the First Reformed
Church, Aberdeen, SD.

There have been many encouraging developments in Dickinson during 2016. Since our
last report, two new members have been received into the membership. There has also
been a number of visitors, some attending regularly. One couple drives to Dickinson from
Montana in order to attend services. One young lady, Shannen Huizinga, was also
received into membership by confirmation. On the same day that Shannen was
confirmed, her father, John Huizinga, was ordained as an elder. Rev David Dawn and
Elder Craig Mehlhaff of the overseeing consistory in Aberdeen were present and
participated in the service.

Services are no longer being held in the local Holiday Inn Express. The mission work
now rents, on a 24/7 basis, a small building in a busy area just off the interstate. The last
previous tenant was a Baptist church, which meant that there was little needed by way of
alteration to make the building suitable for worship. The worship area seats about 50
people. There is also a fellowship hall/classroom which is also used to prepare and eat
refreshments and meals. At this time, the building does not include a kitchen. Although
small, this building is adequate to the needs of the congregation. The average attendance
at the service is 20. The monthly rent is $1150.

There has been some questions asked concerning Rev Brice’s Bible studies conducted in
the town of Taylor, where the parsonage is located. This Bible study attracted 10 to 12
men from the two local churches, one Lutheran and one evangelical (formerly
Reformed). These studies are now coming to a close. However, those participating are
being encouraged to attend services in Dickinson.

Some have asked about the parsonage, which, as noted, is located in Taylor, 19 miles east
of Dickinson. The parsonage is a double wide mobile home which has seen better days.
The committee would like to see Rev Brice moved to a new parsonage closer to
Dickinson when the Lord makes an opportunity to do so. In the meantime, Rev and Mrs
Brice are content with their accommodation. The distance does not appear to cause a
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significant inconvenience. However, we would, ultimately, like to see them move to
Dickinson. We would also be delighted if the Lord provided them with a nicer place to
live.

At the present, Rev Brice serves as stated supply in Dickinson and is a member of the
Aberdeen congregation. This has created an anomalous situation. Technically, Rev Brice
is not a member of the Aberdeen spiritual council. At the same time, Elder John Huizinga,
having been ordained, does belong to the spiritual council. Our Aberdeen congregation
should consider calling Rev Brice is an associate pastor.

There is one other issue we need to address. Although we hope Rev Brice continues at
Dickinson for some time, we do need to find a home missionary. Such a search is likely
to be quite lengthy. However, it should be begun now before the need is pressing. The
executive committee of classis, the permanent home missions committee of classis, and
the consistory of our Aberdeen congregation should begin the search this coming year.
The first step should be to determine the gifts and abilities the next home missionary will
need in order to minister effectively in Dickinson. Then, the search for such a man should
begin.

As far as funding is concerned, Dickinson’s three-year proposed budget will be attached
to this report.

The only other matter we wish to raise in this report is funding for our Ashley
congregation’s radio broadcast, Start The Week. They have asked that, once again, classis
provide 75% of the funding. We believe this is a worthwhile ministry and forward this
request to you.

Let us all be diligent in our prayers, public and private, that the Lord will prosper our
classis as we seek to fulfill his mandate to preach the gospel to every creature.
Recommendations

1. That classical support for First Reformed Chapel in Dickinson be approved in the
amount of $14,200 for the 2018 Classical year.

2. That the Northern Plains Classis overture the 271 st Synod for mission support for First
Reformed Chapel in Dickinson in the amount of $14,200 for the 2018 fiscal year.

3. That the Classical Home Missions Committee work with the Aberdeen consistory to
identify the qualities desired and aid in the search for a pastor to be the next missionary in
Dickinson.

4. That classis budget $1,500 for expenses to be used by the consistory of the First
Reformed Church in Aberdeen and the Classis Home Missions Committee in their
oversight of Dickinson.

5. That the classis encourages our Aberdeen congregation to consider calling Rev Wes
Brice as an associate pastor.

6. That classis continue to fund 75% of the costs for Ashley’s radio broadcast, Start The
Week.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev David A Dawn, Rev Phil Poe, Elder Doug Haak, Elder Rod DeJong

Interchurch Relations

March 13, 2017

Dear Brothers and Fathers,

There was some confusion on my part as the chairman. I did not realize I was the
chairman and so the committee did not meet nor did we send anyone nor respond with a
letter of greeting to the invitations from our Brothers in Christ of our sister
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denominations. We bring no recommendations.
Dale Clark, W. Brice, C. Mehlhaff, R. DeJong

IX. Reports of Officers

A. President's Report on the State of the Church

8™ March 2017
Esteemed Brothers,

In this report I hope to describe the state of the Northern Plains Classis and its history
since our 2016 springl meeting. Once again, we confess that although we are called upon
to labour for the Lord, we are always dependent upon his wisdom and strength for any
fruit that may come of it. As Paul wrote in I Corinthians 3.5-9, “Who is Paul then? and
who is Apollos, but the ministers by whom ye believed, and as the Lord gave to ever
man? I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then, neither is {e
that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth, but God that giveth the increase. And he
that planteth, and he that watereth, are one, and every man shall receive his wages,
according to his labour. For we together are Gods labourers: ye are Gods husbandry, and
Gods building.”

Let us then examine where our classis stands. In terms of numbers, our total
communicant membership fell from 401 to 387. This constitutes a drop of 14 as opposed
to a loss of 33 the previous year. Although I would not want to use statistics as a reason
for the need to evangelise, tKe Great Commission is what spurs us on, it is nonetheless
true that if we do not grow, our membership figures will continue to dwindle.

Turning to the parochial reports, reporting from Minot, Rev Phil Poe reports that his
church has had a difficult but rewarding year. He writes, “Our average attendance has
been dropping mostly due to people transferring away due to job/military relocation.
Along with this, of course, goes a drop in the giving.”

On the other hand, five members of the Kassel Reformed Church, which closed at the end
of 2016, transferred their membership to Minot. In addition, two members joined by
profession of faith.

The church was blessed with a $15,000 gift from the funds left over when the Kassel
church disbanded at the end of last year. The church itself continues to support
Westminster Biblical Missions ($200.00 monthly) and Nap Narag in the Philippines
($50.00 monthly) in 2016. The diaconal aid has disbursed $2,400 to those in need this
past year.

Rev Wes Brice, reporting on our Dickinson mission work, is very upbeat. This past year,
two members were added by profession of faith. Then, at a very special meetin% John
Huizinga, a member of the church, was ordained an elder. At the same service, his
daughter, Shannen, was confirmed.

The Dickinson work no longer meets at the Holiday Inn Express. They now rent a small
church building that seats 50. This building has an auditorium, Sunday school room,
restrooms, and a utility room. It is a nice little church, and far more welcoming than
having to traipse through a motel lobby and past a swimming pool.

Rev Brice has also taught a men’s Bible study in the town of Taylor where he lives. This
study is now coming to an end, and those interested in the Reformed faith have been
invited to attend the church in Dickenson.

Rev Cody Schwichtenberg in Herreid, SD, submitted a cheerful report, describing his
various activities. Herreid has nine students in their Sunday school, which for a smaller
older church is very good. One student was confirmed this past year. The preaching of the
gospel continues to be prospered bK the Lord. Cody reports that a couple of visitors have
shown interest in joining the church. I am sure we all agree heartily with Cody when he
writes, “What amazes me is how God works through the faithful preaching of the Word.
There is no question that He edifies and comforts His people through the means of
preaching.”

I find myself questioning the accuracy of Rev Grossmann’s parochial report from Eureka.



Abstract of the Minutes — 2017 Annual Meeting 13

Everything he wrote is true, but I know for a fact that he does more than he mentioned. In
addition to his pastoral work in Eureka, he has preached 18 times in Ashley and twice in
Hosmer. In addition, he has worked with Rev Schwichtenberg in Herreid on joint
activities. He also studies at Heidelberg Theological Seminary in Sioux Falls, hoping to
earn a Doctor of Ministry degree. Last, but not east, he is the stated clerk of the Northern
Plains Classis.

Rev Grossmann did mention one concern which is not unique to Eureka. He reports that
only 73% of the communicant members took part in the Lord’s Supper this past year.
Article 119 of the RCUS constitution says that being “negligent in partaking of the Holy
Communion” is “an offense against the Church.” Sadly, in this, as well as other, duties of
church membership, we witness more often than we would like a very casual attitude on
the part of our members. Ministers and elders alike, by prayer, word, and example, must
be careful to encourage the flock in their duties. Rev Grossmann raises a valid issue, and
we should not ignore it.

Speaking for myself, my ministry in Aberdeen continues. Along with preaching, I
performed the other functions of the ministry such as visitation, confirmation instruction,
and informal services in the area nursing homes. At the moment, I am the speaker for two
radio programmes: Start The Week and Pause For Thought. I have told the sponsorin,
churches of these Erograrnrnes that I would be prepared to continue as their speaker after
my retirement at the end of June until another pastor is ready to take my place. For the
record, this past Sunday was the 656" weekly broadcast of Pause For Thought.

In late breaking news, Rev Hank Bowen of Modesto, California, has accepted an
invitation to candidate in Aberdeen on 23 April. Please pray that the Lord will make his
will known to both the consistory and Rev Bowen as to whether he is the man to succeed
me in the pulpit here.

It is with a real delight that I report that Rev Paul Henderson has been installed as the
pastor of Hope Reformed Church in Pierre. I have known Rev Henderson for many years
and have a Vel‘{’ high regard for his love of the Lord and dedication to his church. His
experience will serve our classis very well. For this we thank God for his blessing to us.

We wish to thank Rev William Haddock, pastor emeritus of the church, for a year of
preaching and Sunday school teaching. The report I received from the Spiritual Council
was very thankful for this ministry during their time without a pastor.

The report from Pierre also mentioned the financial difficulties experienced by their
church. There are, of course, not alone in their budgetary struggles. The matter of giving
to the church, is another duty that can be added to those I have mentioned above. In the
providence of God, sometimes people cannot give as much as they would like. However,
congregations need encouragement in this area. In a financial crunch, cutting back on
giving to the church is an easy option. However, it is interesting to see what constitutes
priorities in the minds of many. It is not always the church, sad to say.

Rev Dale Clark, a minister without charge, has reported from Anchorage, Alaska. He and
his wife now have employment, which is a real answer to prayer. Rev Clark has asked to
be added to the role of retired ministers. There are some constitutional matters to be
considered, and I recommend that this matter be referred to the judicial committee.

We were all taken aback and deeply grieved at the sudden death of our beloved brother,
Rev George Syms, in December. Rev Syms was the pastor of the Covenant Reformed
Church in Watertown. During his years in the ministry, which numbered almost 40. he
had been very active both in the churches he pastored and in the wider fields of classis
and synod. It is hardly an exaggeration to say that he was known to many in Reformed
churches in various parts of the globe. He will be missed.

The Watertown churches in the process of contacting and evaluating possible candidates
for the pastorate. To this present time, no decisions have been made.

The Salem Reformed Church, Ashley, North Dakota, is also without a pastor, and has
been for about a year. They have continued their services, leaning heavily on the
ministries of Rev Cody Schwichtenberg and Rev James Grossmann. As mentioned above,
I have been the speaker on their radio programme, Start The Week. In the providence of
God, we look forward to examining Rev David Irwin for licensure at our classis meeting.
We have had no report from the Hosmer Reformed Church. It is always concerning when
no word is received from a classis church. We know the congregation is very small, and
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they have not held worshiﬁ services every week. The future of this church is uncertain,
and classis needs to give them some thought during their meeting.

Moving on to committee reports, the Heidelberg camp committee has chosen prayer as
the subject of the lecturers for this year’s camp. The offerings will go towards the work of
the Heidelberg Theological Seminary in training pastors for the Philippines. The report
notes a need for a new head chef in the camp kitchen. I encourage the delegates to
announce this in their churches and report anyone interested to the committee.

The Candidates and Credentials Committee reports that they examined Rev David Irwin
and Rev Paul Henderson by conference call. At our spring meeting we will receive Rev
Henderson into our classis and, as previously noted, examined Rev Irwin. We thank God
for the way he is providing men for vacancies in our classis.
The Home Missions Committee reports that the work in Dickinson is going very well.
Some of the major developments in Dickinson have already been covered in my remarks
concerning Rev Brice’s parochial report. I would like to add here that the giving of the
Dickenson congregation has been phenomenal. Also, each year, the amount of financial
support from classis and synod is diminished. For the next classical year, your committee
is recommending that $14,200 be requested from both classis and synod. The Lord has
really prospered our mission work in Dickinson. We need to pray for the congregation
there and support them in every way we can.
As I consider all the reports I have cited, I see both matters of concern and
encouragement. It concerns me that the level of commitment of part of our congregations
is low. Whilst part of the reason for this could be sloth, discouragement is likely another
factor. Both issues need to be addressed. Our members need to be admonished in a
pastoral way concerning their duties to the church. However, our congregations also need
to be encouraged. It has been a challenging year. We have lost the senior minister of our
classis. There has been, or will be, a change of pastors in Pierre, Watertown, Ashley, and
Aberdeen. However, the Lord is working. The work in Dickinson is flourishing. The Lord
is providing the men we need. And yet, our optimism should not come from what we see,
but from the promises of our faithful God. As we read in Psalms 20.6-7, “Now know I
that the Lord will help his anointed, and will hear him from his Sanctuary, by the mi%lty
help of his right hand. Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remember
the Name of the Lord our God.”
In closing, I want to leave you with a personal word. At the end of June, I shall retire. I
had hoped to continue in the ministry for another 20 years or so. However, God in his
Brovidence has given me a thorn in the flesh that requires me to continue to serve him,
ut in a more sedentary way. I could wish things to have turned out differently, but God
in his wisdom knows best. I have to say it’s been quite a ride. I could not have sFent the
last 30 years with a better group of men. May God bless you all and may God bless the
Northern Plains Classis.

Respectfully submitted, Rev David A Dawn, President, Northern Plains Classis

B. Stated Clerk's Report including Necrologies

March 13" A.D. 2017

Esteemed Brethren,

Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your Stated Clerk over the course of the
past year. I will be reporting on my labors since our 31* Annual Spring Meeting of
Classis.

Duties Performed:

1. Completed the Minutes from the 31* Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains
Classis and presented them to the 270™ Synod of the Reformed Church of the United
States. (There were a few exceptions noted by the Committee on the Minutes of Classis,
they are being corrected.)

2. Prepared the Abstract of the 31* Annual Spring Meeting of Classis and delivered
copies of them to the churches of the RCUS at the Synod meeting held in Bakersfield,
California.
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3. Prepared the Statistical Report, Stated Clerk's Report, as well as any items needed for
this meeting.
Correspondence Sent and Received:

1. An email to Anamoose requesting their answers to the Article 81 Constitutional
Questions.

2. Aletter from the Stated Clerk of Synod regarding the documents to be
submitted to the churches prior to the next session of Synod.

3. Five items to the Stated Clerk of Synod:

1.  Statistical & Membership Report for the NPC

2. Writ of Certification for Classis Delegates to the 270th Synod of the
RCUS

3. Addresses of the Churches and Delegates of the NPC

4. Report of Changes

5. One Overture from the NPC to the Synod of the RCUS

4. Forms for Membership and Financial Statistics, as well as the Form for the
Credentials of Elders to Classis to the churches of the NPC to be completed
prior to our 31* Annual Meeting.

5. Three Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis sent via email and the US
Postal Service.

6. Emails and correspondence to denominations with which we have fraternal
relations, inviting them to our stated meetings.

7. Two overtures to the Executive Committee of the Synod of the Reformed
Church in the United States requesting ministerial aid for Mrs. George Syms
and for Rev. David Dawn.

8. Communication with the Stated Clerk of the South Central Classis of the RCUS
transferring Rev. J.P. Mosley’s ministerial credentials.

9. Communication with the Stated Clerk of the Western Classis of the RCUS
receiving Rev. Paul Henderson’s ministerial credentials.

Items for your consideration:

I want to thank you for your timeliness on reports. The reports which I received from
churches were all very close to on time if not early. Committee reports continue to lag,
but we are definitely doing better. Just a reminder that if you are not certain of what
needs to be done in a committee, look at last year’s abstract (or a couple of years back for
one or two of these committees), to see what the committee has been doing.
Unfortunately, we have an issue with the credentials of one of our ministers. Rev. Clark
joined a PCA in Alaska for the purpose of being under the oversight of a local consistory.
This causes a problem with article 33 of the RCUS constitution, which says, “If a
minister not otherwise chargeable with an offense renounces the jurisdiction of the
Reformed Church in the United States by joining another denomination without being
regularly dismissed to it, Classis shall record the fact and erase his name from the roll.”
He has asked that the PCA rescind his membership, I am not certain how to address this
issue. It seems to me that there is also a question with regard to article 31 of which
classis he ought belong. I believe these questions need to be examined by our standing
judicial committee.

Respectfully Submitted, James Grossmann, Stated Clerk NPC

Necrology for Aaron Rau

Aaron was born on March 6, 1951 in Harvey, ND. He was the son of Alwin and Freda
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(Ammon) Rau. He grew up on the family farm in the Kief area and graduated from the
Drake High School in 1969. Aaron attended Minot State University for one year. He
worked at Genuine Parts in Harvey and at Braaten Cabinets in Kindred before returning
to the family farm. Aaron married Margie Schaffer on October 11, 1986 in Eureka, SD.
They lived on the family farm where Aaron farmed and ranched with his father and later
on his own. He also worked at Polarware in McClusky for eight years and on the Albert
Krueger farm near Kief. He also did custom barn yard cleaning.

Aaron had a passion for horses, cattle, and working on the farm with his family. He
trained many riding horses for himself and others, and loved to ride in his cart with his
miniature horse.

Aaron was a lifetime member of the Kassel Reformed Church and served as Deacon,
Elder and cemetery sexton.

Aaron is survived by his wife, Margie of rural Kief; daughter, Marita Rau of Finley, ND;
three sons, Fred of Bismarck, Sam of Drake and Jacob at home; two brothers, Allen
(Roxanne) of Fargo, Arrel of Savannah, GA; sister, Doris (Rick) Bergeson of Minot;
numerous nieces and nephews.

Aaron was preceded in death by his parents, a brother, Arlen Rau and a stillborn daughter
Alexis.

Aaron went to be with his Lord and Savior on Monday, August 1, 2016.

Necrology for Ralph Kusler

Ralph Ray Kusler was born June 19, 1941 at home on the farm in Greenway, SD to
Arthur and Lydia (Kammerer) Kusler. He joined 4 older siblings aged 10 to 18. Ralph
attended country school through the seventh grade, and then moved into Eureka, SD with
his parents when they retired from farming. He graduated as Salutatorian from Eureka
High School in 1959. He then began college in Aberdeen, travelling home every weekend
to be with his high school sweetheart Mary Jean Ritter. On May 29, 1960 Ralph and
Mary were married in the Eureka Reformed Church. Ralph graduated from Northern
State Teacher’s College in 1963 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Business. He graduated
second in his class with highest honours.

Ralph’s faith was an integral part of his life. He was baptized, confirmed, and married in
the Reformed Church of the US. Over the years he was a Sunday school teacher, Sunday
school superintendent, Deacon, Elder for 30 years, as well as Treasurer for 28 years in the
First Reformed Church of Aberdeen. He was also very involved in the church at a
national level, travelling to many Synod meetings, and functioning as the Treasurer of the
Northern Plains Classis.

Ralph spent his working years in the banking world beginning at First National Bank
(Wells Fargo Bank) until 1968. He then moved on to Sandvig’s for a few years before
finishing his career at Dacotah Bank (previously Farmers & Merchants Bank) from 1970-
2011. He held many positions at Dacotah Bank over the years, spending the final years
splitting his time between Dacotah Bank and Dacotah Bank Holding Company. He also
spent this time as a member of The Salvation Army Board (25 years) and in Kiwanis
Club (45 years). At various times Ralph also belonged to the Moose, the Eagles, the Elks,
and the Jaycees. Working towards bettering Aberdeen and the surrounding area was part
of Ralph’s entire life.

Ralph enjoyed both playing and attending sporting events. Over the years he played
basketball, volleyball, baseball, softball and tennis. He loved attending Northern State
University’s basketball games, from back in the days of the Civic Arena, to the modern
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day Barnett Centre. He was a member of the YMCA for over 50 years, and continued
going to the Y up until the end of 2015. Ralph and Mary enjoyed travelling throughout
their marriage. Their trips took them to Europe, Hawaii, Alaska, Canada, California and
Wisconsin to family, the Caribbean and most of the continental United States. They
visited Branson, MO many times, often meeting Ralph’s siblings and wives. The Brown
County Fair was also a must for Ralph and Mary, as was We-Fest and Host-Fest music
events. Many a Friday or Saturday night Ralph and Mary could be found dancing the
night away at local venues.

Ralph and Mary were blessed with three children, Kristin, Karen, and Dean (Denise).
Dean and Denise were also blessed with three children, Lydia, Joshua, and Ryan.
Grandpa Ralph loved spending time with his grandkids, letting them climb him like a
tree, and then flipping them over. Going to Sioux Falls, SD to visit family was a trip
repeated many times in the past 13 years.

Spending time with family, whether his parents, his children, grandchildren, siblings,
nieces, nephews or his many cousins was very important to Ralph, and many of Ralph
and Mary’s travels involved spending time with these family members.

After retirement, Ralph began experiencing speech and vision difficulties. This led to a
long, arduous medical journey finally resulting in a diagnosis of PSP (Peripheral
Supranuclear Palsy). The last few years of his life were spent dealing with this
devastating illness. Avera St. Luke’s Palliative Care and Hospice services were a
Godsend at the end of Ralph’s life.

Grateful for sharing Ralph’s life are Mary, his wife of 56 years; daughter Kristin Kusler
of Aberdeen; daughter Karen Kusler of Aberdeen: son and daughter-in-law Dean and
Denise Kusler of Sioux Falls, SD; grandchildren Lydia, Joshua, and Ryan; brother
Reverend Howard (Mary Ann) Kusler of West Bend WI, sister-in-law Elaine (Milbert)
Kusler of Eureka, SD; sister-in-law DeLoris (Calvin) Kusler of Lodi, CA; eight nieces
and one nephew; and many cousins and friends.

Ralph was preceded in death by father Arthur; mother Lydia; infant sister Erna; sister
Violet (Kusler) Wolff; brothers Milbert Kusler and Calvin Kusler; brother-in-law Clifford
Wolff; nephew Royce Kusler, and niece Debra Kusler.

Necrology for Rev. George Syms

George J. Syms was born on August 12, 1953 to George Syms and Natalie
Lipschutz Syms. He w a s called to his eternal home on Wednesday, December 1 4,
2016 at the age of sixty three.

Pastor George Syms was born in the borough of Ridley Park, Pennsylvania,
which is a suburb of southwest Philadelphia. The church of his childhood was
the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA). His family moved to New Jersey in 1959 and
returned to PA in 1965. His family relocated to Hollywood, Florida, in 1968,
and at that point he attended Faith Presbyterian Church (PCUS). The pastor, the
Rev. Mr. Lee S. Feero, was a thoroughly Reformed man and committed to the
Word of God and the Westminster Confession of Faith.

In 1971 George graduated from high school, and in the fall of 1972 entered
Miami-Dade Community College to begin training in broadcasting (Radio and
TV). Through the influence of a godly Sunday School teacher he began to do
volunteer work at an evangelical radio station during the summer of '72, in
Miami, Fl (WMCU-FM). The station was an outreach of Miami Christian
College, a Bible College that had been founded by fundamentalist Presbyterians
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in the 1940s.

Proximity and opportunity in God’s Providence found him enrolling for college
there in the fall of 1972. He worked as an announcer/operator for the station
during the years of 1972-1976. Though the college was not reformed, it was
here that he began to learn about the Reformed faith, and the PCUS pastor was
encouraging him along the way.

In the Summer of 1973 an opportunity arose for Summer Missions in Liberia,
West Africa, and through the support of family and the congregation to which he
belon ged, he was able to travel to Monrovia. He worked with radio station
ELWA which bad been founded by several Wheaton College men in the early
1950's, one being a professor in the college. He reflects on this as probably one
of the most exciting summer s of his whole life. The Liberians were a warm and
accepting people and there are many aspects of their culture and history that
are extremely interesting. George celebrated his twentieth birthd ay that summer.
In January, 1974 George met his future bride, Debbie, at the college, and they
began attending the Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Hialeah, FL, where the
Rev. Mr. Roger Schmurr, a graduate of Westminster Seminary, was Pastor.
George and Debbie were married in 1976 and im mediately moved to Chestnut
Hill, Philadelphia, as he intended to attend Westminster Seminary. He served as
an intern at Faith Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Pole Tavern, NJ, for the
summer of 1976.

As providence would have it, he ended up attendin g the Theological Seminary of
the Reformed Episcopal Church, in West Philadelphia, beginning in the Fall
of 1977. This was the start of a rich period of study as well as fellowship of
brethren that continues until this day. In those years he first met the Rev. Dr. Frank
Walker, and his future wife Christine; the Rev. Mr. William Haddock, the Rev.
Mr. Dennis Roe and his future wife Julie. His only contact with the RCUS prior
to 1980 was in the late '70s on an occasion when he met the Rev. Mr. Paul Treick
who was walking with student Randy Argall on the campus of Westminster
Seminary. Mr. Syms was working at the time in the media department of WTS.

In the winter of 1980, while in the last semester at RES, Mr. Syms received a
telephone call from the Rev. Mr. Herman Van Stedum, who then proceeded to
examine him in the loci of theology. At the end of the conversation, he asked
Mr. Syms if he would be interested in going to North Dakota for an interview and
trial sermon as a candidate for the Peace and Kassel Reformed Charge
(Upham/Lincoln Valley). He was interested, and the Revs. Paul Treick and
Norman Hoeflinger visited the Syms' in Philadelphia for some further interviewing
on behalf of the Eureka Classis.

Mr. Syms took several flights from Philadelphia across the country to reach
Minot, North Dakota. He was met by Rev. Van Stedum at the airport, and with
the Van Stedum family traveled the 50 miles or so to Upham on snow-covered
gravel roads. This was a first. Having lived basically as a suburbanite along the
East Coast, the wide open spaces and gravel roads were an entirely new
experience. The congregations called Mr. Syms, he accepted, and on December
23, 1980, the Syms family arrived with their four-month-old daughter
Heather. They were warmly welcomed by the congregation at the parsonage in
Upham and on Sunday they met the Lincoln Valley congregation which was 80
miles south. Mr. Syms was licensed by the Eureka Classis at Herried, SD, in
April of 1981, was ordained at Upham in August of that yea r. Having completed
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the undergraduate degree work in 1981 he also received a Bachelor of Science
degree in Communications, and the Master of Divinity from Reformed Episcopal
Seminary.

Necrology for Andy Koerner

Andrew Koerner was born on the Andreas and Amelia Koerner homestead in Odessa
Township located 17 miles northeast of Eureka, SD on October 31, 1924 to Henry and
Lydia (Ladner) Koerner. He attended Odessa Township farm school #2 through eighth
grade after which he helped his parents with the many chores that came with running and
growing the farm which was homesteaded in 1886.

In March, 1945 Andy was drafted and inducted into the United States Army where, after
basic training and parachuting school, he was attached to the 82nd Airborne Division at
Fort Benning, GA for 18 months. He made 14 jumps, one of which was a night time
jump. He earned his wings after ten jumps and continued jumping until being honorably
discharged in October, 1946. Prior to his discharge he was invited to be a guest of the
United States Army in South America to work as a Master Jump Trainer. His mother
however had a different idea and he promptly reported for duty on the family farm.

Andy was married to Irma Schlenker at Zion Lutheran Church in Ashley, ND on June 11,
1950. They lived on the family farm with Andy’s parents until the fall of 1952 when his
parents moved into Eureka, selling the farm to Andy and Irma. They remained on the
farm until 1975 when they moved to Eureka and continued to farm with their son, Milton,
until the land was sold in various stages. The farmstead was sold at auction in the spring
of 1979.

Andy continued to expand his work experiences when he obtained his insurance adjusting
certification and began working for NWGF Mutual Insurance Co. in March, 1977. He
traveled around South Dakota and North Dakota adjusting farm buildings and equipment
losses. Although he retired from NWGF Mutual in 1991 he continued to maintain part-
time adjusting and other employment and community service endeavors.

In 1990 Andy was elected the District #3 McPherson County Commissioner for which he
served two four-year terms retiring from the position in 1998. In the fall of 1998, due to
health reasons, their good friend Harry Fischer was unable to continue as church
custodian. Andy and Irma took over the position part-time in 1998 then full-time in 2000.
His grandchildren enjoyed ringing the church bell on Sunday mornings when they came
to visit. They retired from being custodians in 2005, and because he was not the type of
person to be idle for long, he decided to start a new business. In 2004, at the age of nearly
80 years old, Andy and Irma formed the Eureka Framing and Matting Company, a small
business they ran out of their home. Irma took orders for crocheting projects and Andy
matted and framed them. Eventually the business grew into framing large posters,
pictures, and other items for customers from around the United States.

In 2013 Andy and Irma moved from their home to senior housing in Eureka. Later, they
moved to their current residence in a senior housing apartment in Aberdeen in 2014.
Andy served as a board member of the Eureka Senior Center Area IV Nutrition
Programme for many years. He was a 70 year member of Fred Weller American Legion
Post #186 where he served as Commander for one term as well as holding other
leadership roles over the years. A highlight of Andy’s military and Legion service came in
2010 when he was granted the privilege of being a participant in the Honor Flight of
South Dakota program and travelled to Washington, DC with a group of other WW II
veterans. He was also an active member of Eureka Chamber of Commerce.
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Andy was baptised and confirmed in the Glukestahl Reformed Church located near the
farmstead. He was a lifelong member of the Eureka Reformed Church where he served
two terms as an Elder and two terms as a deacon. Later, he was a member of First
Reformed Church in Aberdeen.

Andy’s favorite past time activities over the years included league bowling, watching
Minnesota Twins baseball, playing cards, gardening and yardwork. He enjoyed his family
and was a loving husband, father, grandfather and great-grandfather.

He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Irma of Aberdeen; children, Milton (Sue) Koerner
of Aberdeen, Diana (Michael) Moreno of Olympia, WA , Judy (Rod) Lobe of Olympia,
WA and Jane Koerner of Olympia, WA; his grandchildren, Jane’s son and daughter, Tony
Clark and April Clark and step-great-granddaughter AnnaBelle Lay; Diana and Michael‘s
children Jessie (Lee Graham) Moreno-Graham and great-granddaughters Ariana and
Isadora, Andrew Moreno, Samuel Moreno and step-grandchildren Michelle and her
children Mariah and Kiristina, Victoria Joy, Michael and his children Jaylen, Treyson and
Naiya and Joe Moreno and his children Christian, Jakob, Jackson and Sage.

Andrew was preceded in death by his parents, infant sister, Diane and brothers, Sanrow
and Marvin.

Necrology for Floyd Beck

Floyd Beck (1930-2017), son of Edward and Lydia (Schmidt) Beck, was born December
8, 1930 at Artas, SD. He grew up in the Artas area and was confirmed in Artas Reformed
Church on June 30, 1946. Floyd graduated from Herreid High School in 1948. On
December 14, 1951, he married Gladys Zimmerman at the Artas Baptist Church. Starting
on September 24, 1952 Floyd spent two years in the United States Army. After being
honorably discharged on September 24, 1954 he started farming two miles south of Artas.
In November 1994, he and Gladys moved to Herreid. Floyd continued working on the
farm until they moved to Ipswich in July 2012. He entered the Ipswich Care and
Rehabilitation Center in April 2013.

Floyd enjoyed all aspect of farming and never referred to it as work. He was on the Artas
School Board, Campbell County Bank Board, an elder at Artas Reformed Church from
1978-1986 and a member of Jacob A. Heinrich American Legion Post #170.

Grateful for having shared Floyd’s life are his wife of 65 years, Gladys; children, Cynthia
(John) Neifer of Hosmer, SD, Diann (Brad) Morehouse of Andover, SD and Vaughn
(Julie) Beck of Ipswich; 12 grandchildren;18 great-grandchildren; and two brothers
Ruben Beck and Chester Beck. He was preceded in death by his parents, son, Kenneth
(2002), great-granddaughter, Emerald Beck and two sisters Edna Rohrbach and Esther
Rohrbach.

Floyd cherished the simplicity of Heidelberg Catechism #1 and the Lord’s Prayer all of
his life. He was called home to be with the Lord on February 24", 2017 with his wife and
children by his side.

C. Report of the Executive Committee's Report of Synod

January 16, 2017

Dear Brothers in Christ,

In reviewing the minutes of the 270th Synod, there are some items that the Classes should
take

note of:
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1. Classes should take note of the corrections that should be made to their minutes
as adopted by the Synod (270th Abstract, pp. 79-81).

2. Both membership statistics and financial statistics should be according to the
calendar year.

3. Standing rules #2 and #3 which respectively read: “The statistics of the Classes
for the calendar year shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk of Synod May 1”;
“The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be forwarded to the Stated
Clerk May 1.”

4.  That the Stated Clerk of each Classis regularly provide the webmaster, in
electronic form, an updated roll of ministers, elders, and churches following
their spring Classis meeting.

5. Standing Ministerial Aid recommendation 8 (2013 Abstract page 76), that
pursuant to Article 28 of the RCUS Constitution, Classes shall not consider a
pastoral call letter as “adequate support” to the temporal needs of the called
pastor, unless retirement is addressed and funded in the terms of the call.

6. That treasurers of the various churches be reminded to comply with Synod
standing rule 8 with regard to designating for which fund the monies delivered
to the RCUS are to be attributed.

7. From Standing Judicial (270th Abstract, pp. 76-77), the following amendment
to the RCUS Constitution was adopted by two-thirds vote of the 270th Synod
and needs the concurrence of two-thirds of the Classis: “1) With regard to the
executive committee’s expressed concerns regarding the recently amended
Article 84, we recommend the following: That article 84 be amended again by
replacing the words “The reception and installation of a minister from another
denomination shall not be final until it is confirmed by Synod” with the
following: “a minister from another denomination may not be installed until
after he has been confirmed by Synod.” 2) That the following sentence be
added to the end of article 84: The confirmation of a new minister from another
denomination may be accomplished by executive circular at the request of the
Classis, provided the resume and the actions of Classis be included in the
circular. The amendment would now read: Article 84: An ordained minister
or a licentiate shall not be received by Classis until he has presented a regular
certificate of dismission from the Classis to which he belongs. 4 minister from
another denomination may not be installed until after he has been confirmed by
Synod. Classis shall forward to Synod its actions concerning ministers from
other denominations, and also provide a resume regarding the new minister.
The confirmation of a new minister from another denomination may be
accomplished by executive circular at the request of the Classis, provided the
resume and the actions of Classis be included in the circular.

8.  The Classes are reminded that the 271st Annual Session of the Synod of the
RCUS is scheduled to meet May 15-18, 2017, at Northland Reformed Church,
Kansas City, MO. For those making travel arrangements, the airport to fly into
is Kansas City International (MCI).

Respectfully submitted, David Fagrey Stated Clerk, RCUS

D. Executive Committee's Report on the Minutes

March 13, 2017
Esteemed Brethren,



22 Northern Plains Classis

Three (3) circulars were sent out this past year and the following is a summary of that
business. Because no objections were received to the circulars, all the recommendations
brought by the Executive Committee became actions of the Classis.

Volume 31, Number 1

The resignation of Rev. J.P. Mosley from the pastorate of Hope Reformed Church, Pierre,
South Dakota and the acceptance of that resignation was declared in order.

The pulpit of Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, South Dakota was declared vacant effective
October 3, 2016.

Rev. Mosley was transferred to the roll of ministers of the South Central Classis (their
reception has been received).

Volume 31, Number 2

The location of the 32™ Annual Spring meeting of the Northern Plains Classis was set to
be at Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota. We will convene at 1:00pm om
March 13, A.D. 2017.

The transfer of Rev. Paul Henderson’s ministerial credentials from the Western Classis
RCUS to the Northern Plains Classis RCUS was approved.

The Call of Rev. Paul Henderson to be Pastor of Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, South
Dakota was approved.

That the installation service for Rev. Paul Henderson as Pastor of Hope Reformed Church
was to be held on February 5™, 2017 at 6:00 pm at the Hope Reformed Church of Pierre,
South Dakota. The installation committee: Rev. David Dawn (chairman), Rev. David
Fagrey, and the elders of the Hope Reformed Church. Rev. David Dawn to give the
charge to the congregation, Rev. David Fagrey to give the charge to the pastor, and Rev.
David Dawn lead the service.

The Northern Plains Classis overtured the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United
States for ministerial aid for Mr. George Syms in the amount of $1,200 per month for the
remainder of the synodical year.

Volume 31, Number 3

The resignation of Rev. David Dawn from the pastoral charge of First Reformed Church,
Aberdeen, South Dakota effective July 1, 2017 and the acceptance of Rev. Dawn’s
resignation was declared in order.

The pulpit of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, South Dakota will be declared vacant
July 2, 2017.

The Northern Plains Classis overtured the Synod of the Reformed Church in the United
States for ministerial aid for Rev. David Dawn for the 2017 Synodical year in the amount
of $2,000 per month beginning July 1, 2017.

In light of Rev. Syms’ death, the pulpit of Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown,
South Dakota was declared vacant immediately.

In light of Rev. Syms’ death, the classis appointed Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg vice-
president for the current classical year.

Due to Rev. Dawn’s recent health condition, Rev. James Grossmann replaced him on the
installation committee for Rev. Paul Henderson, he lead the service and was to give the
charge to the Congregation. (please note that at the request of Rev. Henderson, the
charges were switched and Rev. Fagrey gave the charge to the congregation and Rev.
Grossmann gave the charge to the minister.)

Mr. Matthew Dawn was taken under care of the Northern Plains Classis for the purpose
of studying for the ministry at Heidelberg Theological Seminary.

Respectfully Submitted,
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The Executive Committee

E. Treasurer's Report and Auditing Committee Report

See the Appendix of this Abstract for the Treasurer's Report.

X. Special Order

The Special Order of the Classis was to examine Rev. Dave Irwin for the purpose of
Licensing him to the Christian Ministry within the Reformed Church in the United States.

XI. Parochial Reports of Ministers

Parochial Report of Rev. Wesley Brice

This is my second year here serving in the pulpit at First Reformed Church in
Dickinson. First I want to express my appreciation to the Spiritual Council, the
Consistory and the Congregation of First Reformed Church in Aberdeen for their kind
and helpful oversight. We are most grateful to the membership of First Reformed in
Aberdeen for electing John Huizinga to serve as their elder here in Dickinson. It has been
a great blessing to have him serve us here. I do want express a special thanks to the
congregation for their thoughtfulness, kindness and desire to encourage and strengthen
the work here in Dickinson. We also want to express our appreciation to Pastor David
Dawn and Elder Craig Mehlhaff for taking time to come and ordain John to serve here in
Dickinson.

I am also most appreciative of the congregation here in Dickinson as they too are
most thoughtful of both Ginger and myself. We seem to have a good relationship to one
another and a binding desire to see God’s work increased here in Dickinson.

We have had the privilege of receiving into membership Skip and Darlene Aune, the
parents of Dan Aune. They had been in attendance for the last year and recently asked to
be received as members. They are a blessing to our congregation and we were most
pleased to receive them as members. Also we were pleased that Spiritual Council after
examination agreed to confirm Shannen Huizinga, daughter of John and Susan Huizinga,
and received her into membership.

Also this past Sunday as of my writing we had a young couple from Montana visit
and express a desire to begin worshipping with us. They are somewhat new to the
Reformed Faith and found us by searching on Google for a reformed church in the area
and were able to locate us through that means.

We are please to announce that we now have our own place of worship. It is near the
Interstate off ramp and in an area well known to the locals, it is in the same shopping area
as a meat market known as “The Wurst Shop”, which is a popular meat market, thus it
will be quite easy for folk to find us.

Ginger continues to make phone calls to the residents in the area. Just recently in two
days of calling we have received five requests from those she has contacted to send them
information about our church. We send out a letter with an introduction to the Reformed Faith
and a gospel tract. Pray with us that many will come to know the Lord as their Redeemer and
come to receive the reformed faith though this means and that God will see fit to add them to
the membership of First Reformed Church here in Dickinson.

We continue to have a Wednesday evening Men’s Bible study here in Taylor, it
continues to be well attended with 10 to 12 men in regular attendance. I used the Belgic
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Confession of Faith at the beginning of this effort and am now teaching from the Book of
Ephesians. Also on Sunday evenings we have been meeting in the Lutheran Church in
Taylor for a Bible Study. I have been teaching from the Book of Romans, trusting that in
this manner they will come to understand the great doctrines of the Sovereignty of God.
Those who are attending are from a former German Reformed Church here in Taylor
which left in the 1930’s and also several from the local Lutheran Church. We have some
30 in attendance and we are getting a good response from many of the folk here in the
area.

I have been preaching from the Epistles of Peter in the Lord’s Day morning service.
I am now just getting into 2 Peter. In the Sunday School class I have been teaching a
series on the errors of Dispesationalism. The folk have been very receptive and amazed
that anyone would believe such teachings. Now that we have our own building with two
rooms available Lisa Aune is now teaching the children from the Heidelberg Catechism. I
trust that this will be a great help when some of them will become old enough for
Confirmation Class as she is encouraging them to memorize the Catechism.

Yes, we, Ginger and I, are learning to enjoy, or at least to endure the cold winter. In
truth we love it here in North Dakota and are so thankful that God has allowed us to serve
His church here in this area of God’s kingdom.

Yours in His service, Wesley Brice
Your Pulpit Supply for First Reformed Church, Dickinson, North Dakota

Parochial Report of Rev. Dale Clark

March 13, 2017
Solomon the preacher writes:

For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: a time to

be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; a

time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time

to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; a time to cast

away stones, and a time to gather stones together; a time to embrace, and a

time to refrain from embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep,

and a time to cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and

a time to speak; a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for

peace. (Ecclesiastes 3:1-8)

This describes well the events in my life this past year and what is yet to come.

We sold our house in Minot in August and then after some waiting we were able to
purchase a house in the small community of Chugiak, AK. We continue to labor as God
has enabled us and he has recently given us both full time jobs. We continue to pay our
bills thereby serving our Lord. We also serve in worship and other ways that we can to
help out the congregation that Christ has placed us in.

I have been able to preach periodically, especially for Grace OPC in Wasilla. I am
currently teaching Adult Sunday School on the Book of Hosea at the local PCA
congregation. I have also become involved in our congregation by participating in the life
of the body, in fellowship, worship and service. This past January Sandra became a
member of Faith PCA where we have been warmly accepted in their midst. As we have
received comfort and encouragement, we have also been able to give to brothers and
sisters in Christ.

This last couple of months have been a time of mourning. My father died after
Christmas and at the start of February Sandra's mother died, both in Canada. Life
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continues and I strongly believe it is here in Alaska that my service to my Savior will
continue. In light of these many changes, I request that I might be retired from the
Ministry of the Gospel. I have served the RCUS faithfully for 25 years and believe it is
time to step down from the active pastorate. I am not asking for any financial aid at this
time as both Sandra and I are employed.

I would also request that I be excused from all sessions of Classis as it meets in
March 2017.

I pray that your meeting will be profitable and beneficial to the cause of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, the Great Head of the Church.

Sincerely in Christ, Dale Clark

Parochial Report of Rev. David Dawn

7" March 2017
Esteemed Brothers,

The Psalmist testifies to the faithfulness of God’s provision and guidance in Psalm
28.6-9, where we read, “Praised be the Lord, for he hath heard the voice of my petitions.
The Lord is my strength and my shield: mine heart trusted in him, and I was helped:
therefore mine heart shall rejoice, and with my song will I praise him. The Lord is their
strength, and he is the strength of the deliverances of his anointed. Save thy people, and
blesse thine inheritance: feed them also, and exalt them for ever.” May this be the song of
our hearts as we rehearse with each other the works of God in our midst since last we
met.

As I 'look back on this past year, I find that it has been full of various events, some
joyful, some sad, but all showing the loving hand of God on our church.

The first matter I wish to address is a sad one for the church, but infinitely joyful for
the two gentlemen involved. Two elders of the Reformed Church, members of the First
Reformed Church, Aberdeen, were called home to be with the Lord since the last classis
meeting. Elder Andy Koerner passed away on 30 December 2016 at the age of 92. Mr
Koerner had served the Eureka Reformed Church as an elder before moving to
Aberdeen. Elder Ralph Kusler passed away on 25 May 2016 at the age of 74. Mr Kusler
had served for many years as an elder in the Aberdeen church. He also had served as
treasurer, however local church and the Northern Plains Classis. Both men will be deeply
missed even as we rejoice in their promotion to glory.

We also lost two other members, Mr Lester Mehlhaff and Mrs Martha Feickert this
past year. Mrs Feickert was the last surviving charter member of our church, which was
organised in 1948. One cannot often claim with accuracy that one’s death marks the end
of an epoch. This was true in the case of Mrs Feickert. Now, for sure, the Lord has
entrusted the Aberdeen church to the succeeding generations. May the Lord use our
present membership to build upon the work of the nine founding members, now all with
the Lord.

The past year also saw two baptisms and the reception of five adults into our
membership. In addition, we confirmed four of our young people (one belonging to our
Dickinson congregation).

In addition, we elected Mr John Huisinga a elder of the church, to serve in our
Dickinson work. This was all the more moving as his daughter was confirmed at the
same service in which he was ordained. He was ordained in Dickinson the same day as
his daughter was confirmed.

Another milestone this year was the graduation of Matthew Dawn from Northern
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State University with a Bachelor’s degree in history. He is now studying at the
Heidelberg Theological Seminary, Sioux Falls. He is the first member of our church
seeking to study for the ministry since Rev Tracy Gruggett, almost twenty years ago.

I continue to preach at nursing homes here in Aberdeen. I also speak on to radio
programmes: Start The Week and Pause For Thought. The former is a ministry of the
Salem Reformed Church in Ashley, North Dakota. The latter is the broadcast of our local
church in Aberdeen. I have informed both churches that T am prepared to continue to
record programmes until they have pastors in place, prepared to take on these outreaches.

We continue to seek to find means of outreach to the community. In July, our church
had a table on Main Street during what is called Crazy Days. This booth was manned by
members of the church. They handed out literature and spoke with passers-by about our
church. A lot of people came in contact with our church that day.

I need to speak a word about my impending retirement. Due to ill health, I retire
from the active ministry at the end of June. I do this at a much younger age than I had
hoped. However, it is in the providence of God, and I hope to continue serving our
denomination in whatever ways I can. I am thankful for the years the Lord has given me
to minister in this Classis, particularly as pastor of our churches in Ashley, North Dakota
and Aberdeen, South Dakota. May God richly bless these churches and are entire classis
in the years to come.

Respectfully submitted, Rev David A Dawn

Parochial Report of Rev. James Grossmann

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,
Paul says in I Corinthians 12:12, “1?For as the body is one and has many members,

but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ. 3For
by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—whether Jews or Greeks, whether
slaves or free—and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. *For in fact the body is
not one member but many.”

It has been a joy and privilege to to serve Eureka Reformed Church over the past
year as God's minister. I have been blessed to preach for 48 regular worship services, at
our Easter Cantata, Good Friday, Ascension Day, Thanksgiving, and our Christmas
Program. My sermons have been largely in series format looking at God's Promise of
Eternal life, as well as from the books of II Peter, Exodus, Colossians, I-II Samuel and
Mark. We have held worship at the Eureka Health Care Center on the fourth Wednesday
of each month. On most months, I provided a devotion for our Ladies Aid. I have also
written and lead Bible Studies on the first and third Sunday of most months. We
concluded our study of the book of Revelation and have studied John's Epistles over the
year. I was privileged to serve as a counselor and give a lecture at our Heidelberg Youth
Camp this July.

Over the past year, we have lost six members to death; we sorrow at the loss of
Alyce Wolff, Howard Mettler, Marilyn Neuharth, Theodore Opp, Wilma Knapp and
Martha Ackerman. At the same time we rejoice in God's promise to His people of Eternal
Life. We also lost Charles and Bonnie Koerner after their move to Fargo. We were
thankful to receive two new members, Thomas and Kristi Schnaible and we rejoiced in
the confirmation of two covenant children, Amy and Erica Ingerson. With these changes,
our membership stands at 112 communicant and 4 baptized members.

We have celebrated the Lord's Supper three times this year, on each occasion, shut-
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in communion was offered to our shut-ins in the Eureka Health Care Center, the Assisted
Living and to those in their own homes. We anticipated a fourth celebration, but were
providentially hindered by the weather. A total of 87 members or 73% of our members
partook of the Lord's Supper this year.

‘We were privileged to hold Vacation Bible School again this summer. We had hoped
to have 30 attendees this year, but were very thankful for an attendance of 29. This is an
increase of 7 over last year. Thank the Lorn! We humbly thank those who contribute
their time and efforts to make this possible. Please join me in praying for the young
people who have been attending and for the opportunity to impact our community
through this ministry again this summer.

My duties as Stated Clerk of the Northern Plains Classis continue; they have been
similar to previous years. Because of the departure of Ashley's previous hope for a
minister, I have lead worship for them 18 times and for Hosmer 2 times this past year. As
always, I pray that I have accomplished an acceptable job for the glory of our Savior and
for the extension of His Church. On all of these items, I request your prayers that I may
be able to balance my labors for Classis and Synod with faithfully ministering to God's
Church in Eureka.

Fellowship and community are important to our life as a church. Irejoice that we
have begun to have a time of coffee and fellowship following our worship services on the
second Sunday of each month. As Paul continues in I Corinthians 12, we need one
another as Christians. Verses 26-27 continue, “26 And if one member suffers, all the
members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.
2’Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.”

I continue to encourage us in evangelism. No matter how established the church, we
must always be focusing outward to bring God's Gospel to those around us. I pray that
God would use the broadcast of our worship services, our VBS, our Mid-Winter
Conference and other opportunities He would supply to bring His word to our
Community.

May God richly bless Eureka Reformed Church in the Coming Year.
Respectfully Submitted, Rev James Grossmann

Parochial Report of Rev. Phil Poe

Esteemed Brothers,

Next month (April) I shall have completed seven years as pastor of Harvest
Reformed Church in Minot. It does not seem possible that seven years have gone by
already. Our stay in North Dakota has been enjoyable and pleasant due to the gentleness
of the members of Harvest Reformed Church and the firm support of the Consistory for
which God be thanked.

In 2016 I finished the series of sermons from Romans and began preaching from the
Book of Acts on Sunday mornings. I chose Acts for Luke's emphasis on missions,
doctrine in action, evangelism, church founding and background for Pauline epistles. On
Sunday evenings we finished the Ezra-Esther-Nehemiah studies and began the Book of
Joshua where the recurring them seems to be God saying to His people: “Fear not, for I
am with you.” I am currently leading the men's study through the Book of Daniel. Our
average attendance for the Men's study is probably 4 counting me which meets twice a
month. I have been unsuccessful in trying to get more men to attend even though I have
issued personal invitations. However, I am thankful for the three who attend faithfully.
The women meet once a month for Bible study with an average attendance of 8 where



28 Northern Plains Classis

they study A.W. Pink's book The Attributes of God.

We are happy to have added Bethany Moilan to our membership upon profession of
faith. She comes from a Pentecostal background but has taken quite well to the
Reformed faith. Adeline Belle Poe was baptized on August 28™ as the covenant child of
Nathan and Shavon Poe. Due to the official closing of the Kassel Reformed Church, the
church added Margie Rau, Fred Rau, Sam Rau, Marita Rau and Darrell Sprenger by
transfer of membership. Jacob Rau joined by profession of faith. This took place on
January 8, 2017. I know it's not exactly “kosher” to include this in a parochial report for
2016, but it gives you some idea of life and activity currently at HRC. Kassel Reformed
Church also gave HRC a gift of close to $15,000 towards the building fund for which we
are most grateful.

Right now, it seems that we are in a challenging time statistically. Our average
attendance has been dropping mostly due to people transferring away due to job/military
relocation. Along with this, of course, goes a drop in the giving.

Even though there are challenging times at HRC statistically, I thank God for the
gentle and loving people who make up the congregation.

I wish to report the good news that we now have five covenant youth in
Confirmation Classes. Ethan Dockter and Savannah Milam are both off to a great start in
the new class. Leanne Milam, Hunter Fuchs and Cody Fuchs in the upper class are
nearing completion and will be getting ready for confirmation soon. The parents of these
children are faithful in their support at home in overseeing their children's preparation.

This is a real blessing for all concerned.

I must say that I thank God for the men on our Consistory. Elton Dockter is a
conscientious and faithful deacon and a man of faith. Jim Snyder is an elder who stands
for the truth and is always seeking to grow in wisdom and knowledge. Every Lord's day
Elder Snyder teaches the congregation 8 to 10 minutes on our Three Forms of Unity
(currently the Canons of Dort) Elder Snyder also chairs the Property and Building
committee as we explore our options in Minot.

We were blessed last year to have Rev. Cody Schwictenberg and wife Angie
participate in Mission Fest with a men's prayer breakfast and preaching twice on the
Lord's Day.

It is with great joy that the congregation continues to support Westminster Biblical
Missions ($200.00 monthly) and Nap Narag in the Philippines ($50.00 monthly) in 2016.
The diaconal aid has disbursed $2,400 to those in need this past year.

This is a loving and caring congregation of God's people who also enjoy being with
each other as we gather for monthly carry-in dinners, Christmas caroling and parties,
hayrides, and Reformation Night!

May God continue to bless the future of Harvest Reformed Church in Minot as He
has in the past.

Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Phillip E. Poe

Parochial Report of Cody Schwichtenberg

Esteemed Brothers in the Lord,

I would like to begin by reading from Heidelberg Catechism question and answer
number 55. What do you understand by the communion of saints? First, that believers,
all and everyone, as members of Christ have communion with him and share in all his
treasures and gifts. Second, that everyone is duty-bound to use his gifts readily and
cheerfully for the benefit and well-being of the other members. I have seen this in action
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at First Reformed church.

My eyes were opened to this when we had our first annual Reformation Day party. It
began with a devotion from Isaiah 40:8, “The grass withers, the flower fades, but the
word of our God will stand forever.” Connected to the devotion, we looked at the life of
Martin Luther and how God used an ordinary man to bring people back to the Bible and
stand up against corruption within the church. After the devotion and a few songs and
hymns, there were fun and educational games for the children connected to the
Reformation. Multiple members of the church helped out with the meal and games. If it
wasn’t for these willing volunteers, it wouldn’t have gone as smoothly as it did.

I have also seen the communion of the saints in the work that has been done in
Sunday school and the Christmas program. Adults and teenagers used their gifts
cheerfully for the glory of God and for the benefit of the children using the gifts of music,
teaching, and directing. The one area that we need improvement is the communication
and fellowship between the congregation and the shut-ins.

Regarding preaching, we have been going through the Gospel of Mark. Along with
Mark, I have preached a variety of sermons from selected books such as Psalms, the
Gospel of John, and the Book of Hebrews. What amazes me is how God works through
the faithful preaching of the Word. There is no question that He edifies and comforts His
people through the means of preaching. I have heard people say, “I needed to hear that, or
“did you intend that sermon for me?” I thank God that He knows what His people need to
hear and trust that He will continue to edify them by the preaching of His Word.

Regarding the sacraments, they have been rightfully administered; though the
frequency of the Lord’s Supper needs to improve for the benefit of God’s people. We
administered the Lord Supper two times last year. This year, the hope is to administer it
quarterly.

Regarding church discipline, multiple people were encouraged and admonished to
worship more frequently. The majority have responded positively; though one member
has shown unrepentance and is currently under suspension. Despite discipline being a
very hard thing to do, the Spiritual Council has seen the grace of God in calling His
wandering sheep back to Himself through faithful discipline.

One highlight for the congregation at First Reformed was having Pastor George
Syms come and preach at our missionfest. We all enjoyed his warm preaching and
fellowship that day. It was a sad day when we heard of his passing, but God has given us
a lasting memory of our beloved brother in Christ.

Overall, the spiritual and physical condition of the church appears to be in good
shape. Though there are those who have had health issues and certain areas where
sanctification is needed, God has been more than gracious to us as a church. We have
nine students in Sunday School, two currently in catechism, and one who was confirmed
this past year. Also, there has been no deaths for the second year in a row. All these
blessings are only by the grace and mercy of our good and gracious Lord. Do continue to
pray for the building up of Christ’s church in Herreid. There have been a couple of
visitors who have expressed some interest in joining the church. We will trust in God’s
perfect timing and pray that He will use us for His glory and the advancement of His
kingdom.

Finally, it has been a pleasure to work closely with Pastor James Grossmann. We
combined the Eureka and Herreid Vacation Bible School this past summer and alternated
Sundays preaching in Ashley. I have enjoyed the fellowship with him, the congregation in
Ashley, and the other ministers in the Northern Plains Classis.

Thanks be to God and His great blessings in Christ Jesus.
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Respectfully Submitted, Pastor Cody Schwichtenberg

Elders’ Report of Hope Reformed Church

To the dear saints of Hope Reformed Church and the brothers of the Northern Plains
Classis,

“The elders who are among you I exhort, I who am a fellow elder and a witness of
the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that will be revealed: Shepherd
the flock of God which is among you, serving as overseers, not by compulsion but
willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly; nor as being lords over those entrusted to
you, but being examples to the flock; and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive the crown of glory that does not fade away.” I Peter 5: 1 —4

It is with many prayers, great effort, and greater thanksgiving to God that the
Consistory of Hope Reformed reports on the happenings of 2016. The year began with
the ordination and installation of Mr. Brian Davis to the office of Elder and the birth of a
covenant child, MaryAnne Mosley. Following a year of carrying the spiritual oversight
and care of the ministry in Pierre, Rev. Mosley and Elder Fickbohm gladly welcomed
God’s gift of raising up another elder to serve at Hope. However, God’s providence was
shortly revealed and the Consistory again was reduced to two members when Pastor
Mosley submitted his resignation in July of 2016 that he may take up the call to Trinity
Covenant Reformed of Colorado Springs, CO. With tears and rejoicing, the congregation
bid farewell to Rev. Mosley on October 2™, 2016.

As the Lord was calling our pastor away, He was also calling a new man to proclaim
the Gospel in Pierre. The Rev. Paul Henderson, having previously expressed some
interest in the Pierre community, quickly became an enthusiastic and willing candidate.
Following an excellent trial sermon and fellowship with the congregation, Rev.
Henderson was called on September 18" to be the pastor of Hope. During the visit, it
became apparent that some significant upgrades were needed at the parsonage to prepare
for a new pastor. From October through January, Elder Davis oversaw this project which
included total painting of the exterior and interior, removing carpet and installing hard
wood laminate on most of the main floor, gutting and remodeling the guest bathroom,
and many odds and ends necessary to upgrade the home. It was a joy to see so many in
the congregation coming together to help, not only physically and financially, but
prayerfully.

During this year, the Spiritual Council has done its best to care for the spiritual
needs of the congregation, a particular challenge with the last quarter being without a
pastor. While the midweek prayer and Bible study meetings were suspended to allow
time for the remodel, weekly worship was faithfully maintained. Pastor Emeritus William
Haddock provided pulpit supply, both preaching and teaching the adult Sunday School
hour, for every Lord’s day with the single exception of October 30" when Rev. Dr.
Maynard Koerner of Heidelberg Theological Seminary proclaimed the Word as the
capstone to an excellent three day Reformation Conference. The faithful preaching of
Rev. Haddock was truly a blessing to the congregation as we were able to take up series
in Psalm 103 and on the songs of Christ’s advent. The elders also gained some well
needed experience leading the worship service. There is great insight to be gained from
watching the faces of those gathered worshiping the Almighty God!

In the interim of pastors, the elders undertook annual visitation of members. It was
truly a blessing to visit with the two families that participated in visitations. Seeing the
growth in these families and having opportunity to pray specifically with them was very
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encouraging. But it is difficult to conclude that the spiritual health of the congregation is
strong when so many chose not to participate. Truly, some were busy, yet many in the
congregation have not participated for years. This is truly a matter of prayer for the
Spiritual Council that we may fulfill the mandate of the Constitution and the model set
forth in Scripture. As we continue to grow in grace and learn how to love one another, it
is the prayer of the elders that each of us will see the value not only in preaching but in
being pastored.

During 2016, the expenses at Hope consistently exceeded the tithes and offerings
such that the Consistory ceased all discretionary spending. But this hardship caused the
Consistory to look closely at Hope’s budget and prayerfully consider the obligations we
were not meeting. It is shameful to acknowledge, but in difficult financial times the
practice at Hope has been to not meet our Synodical obligations. This year the Consistory
was convicted of the folly in this practice — just as a family should not cease to tithe when
money is tight, so the congregation should not neglect its duty as a member of the church.
As aresult of this conviction, a second offering is now collected on the final Sunday of
each month and is designated specifically to meet our Synodical obligations. We have
already begun to see God’s blessing in this practice as the congregation comes together to
give this offering and pray for the works of the Synod. We pray God teaches us
stewardship and advances His kingdom as a result.

A particular blessing is God’s immediate provision during a particularly cold Lord’s
Day. The Consistory watched with great care as the temperatures for December 18" were
forecasted to be well below zero. After much prayer and consideration, worship was held
as scheduled and Hope had the largest congregation worshiping since Rev. Mosley’s final
Sunday! We have been blessed with many regular visitors during 2016, in addition to our
small membership. It is truly a blessing to see God calling those from the Pierre
community unto Himself!

Indeed, we give thanks to God for His provision for another year. Many in our
congregation had medical procedures during 2016 and others have been shaken by our
final enemy death. It has been a blessing to see the care the saints have for one another
and the shared mourning we have felt. We have rejoiced in new life with the addition of
MaryAnne and mourned the loss of fathers and loved ones. Yet through it all we can
confess with David: “Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy
name!”

Despite the trials of 2016, we look forward to the proclamation of the gospel in
Pierre in 2017 and beyond. In February the congregation will have been a part of the
Pierre community for 53 years. In those years God has preserved the preaching of His
Word and the calling of His saints through bountiful and lean years. We pray, under the
ministry of Rev. Henderson, that God will continue to build His Church. We pray that
believers in the community would join our fellowship, that those that have never heard
may come and believe, and that our members and their families be strengthened. The
Consistory seeks prayers to this end that we may be used of God in mighty ways! To God
be the glory!

Respectfully submitted, Elder Brian Davis, Elder Matthew Fickbohm

XII. Constitutional Questions to Elders
The President asked the Elder delegates that were present the Constitutional Questions
from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the United States. The
following are the questions that were read and the answers that were given:
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1. Are the doctrines of the Gospel preached in your charge in their purity, agreeably to
the word of God? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

2. Is careful attention given to the instruction of the youth for confirmation, the reception
of members into the Church, and the Christian nurture of the members? All Elder
delegates answered Yes.

3a. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is visitation faithfully performed?
All Elder delegates answered Yes, except the Elder from from Minot, who answered
No.

3b. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is Christian discipline faithfully
exercised according to the Constitution? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

4. Are the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper properly administered in
accordance with the constitution? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

5a. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the apportionments for
the Classis paid according to the Guidelines for Giving? All Elder delegates answered
Yes, except the Elder from Ashley.

5b. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies sent
promptly to the Classis treasurer? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

5c. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the apportionments for
the Synod paid according to the Guidelines for Giving? All Elder delegates answered
Yes except the Elders from Ashley and Herried.

5d. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies sent
promptly to the Synod treasurer? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

6. Are the church records properly kept? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

7a. Is the temporal contract between minister and people fulfilled in your charge? All
Elder delegates answered Yes.

7b. Is the temporal contract between minister and people adequate to meet his temporal
needs? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

The president instructed the Stated Clerk to communicate with the consistory of Hosmer
to provide a signed document containing their answers the Article 81 Questions, to be
circularized. Those answers have yet to be received.

XIII. Report of Numerical & Financial Statistics
See the Appendix of the Abstract for this Report.

XIV. Reading of the Standing Rules
The Stated Clerk Read the Standing Rules

XV. Reports from Classis Fraternal Delegates
There were no reports from Classis Fraternal Delegates to be presented.

XVI. Address and/or Reports of Fraternal Delegates & Visitors

There were no addresses or reports.
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XVII. Reports of Special Committees

There were no Special Committees to give a report to the body.

XVIII. Reports of Standing Committees
Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in their
final, amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.

A. Education, Publications & Student Aid

The Committee has received the following items: Heidelberg Youth Camp (Permanent)
Committee Report; Christian Education and Publication (Permanent) Committee Report;
and Item #6, Overture for Student aid for Matthew Dawn.

Your Committee makes the following recommendations:

1. That the budget, including registration fees, for HYC 2017 be approved by
classis.”

2. That the HYC Report be approved as a whole by Classis.

3. Take Note: That the dates of camp are as follows: July 24th-28th, 2017; July
23rd-27th, 2018; July 22nd-26th, 2019; July 20th-24th, 2020.

4. Take Note: That the churches be encouraged to donate items or money to HYC
to help reduce the cost of registration.

5. That Classis overture Synod with a request for $4,800 of student aid for Mr.
Matthew Dawn as he attends his first year at Heidelberg Theological Seminary
in Sioux Falls, SD.

6. That Rev. William Haddock be elected to serve as editor of the Northern Plains
Chronicles.

7.  That the editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles be paid an annual stipend of
$200.00.

Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg; Elders Jim Snyder; Ron Meidinger

B. Services & Interchurch

The committee has received the following items: Invitation from the Canadian Reformed
Church at Carman East to attend the joint meeting of the Classis Manitoba and United
Reformed Church Central US Classis. The Interchurch Relations (Permanent)
Committee Report. Item #3, Overture from the Consistory of Hope Reformed Church in
Pierre, SD. Item #7, Overture from Rev. David Dawn.

Your Committee makes the following Recommendations:
1. That the Permanent Interchurch Committee respond to the invitation of Classis
MB today if possible, but no later than March 17" of 2017.
2. Take Note: That the Permanent Interchurch Committee send a delegate to the
joint Classis meeting in Sioux Falls, SD April 3-4" of 2017.
3. That the Classis accept the invitation from the Consistory of Hope Reformed
Church of Pierre, SD to host the 33 Annual NPC Spring Meeting beginning on
March 12* of 2018.
4. That the next abstract of classical minutes be dedicated to the memory of the
Rev. George Syms.
Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg; Elders Jim Snyder; Ron Meidinger
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C. Examinations and Licensure

Your committee received the following items: The Call and Acceptance of Rev. David
Irwin to the pastorate of First Reformed Church of Ashley, ND.
Your committee makes the following recommendations:
1. That the Licensure exam of Rev. David Irwin be sustained.
2. That the call of Rev. David Irwin to Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, ND
and Rev. Irwin’s acceptance of that call be approved.
3. That Rev. James Grossmann be assigned oversight of the 8 month internship of
Rev. Irwin.
4. Take note: Rev. Irwin’s installation will take place after Synod confirms his
licensure.
Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Phil Poe; Rev. Wesley Brice; Elder Jim Snyder; Elder Doug Haak; Elder Matthew
Fickbohm

D. Excuses

Your Committee received the following: Items 2, 4 and Rev. L. Dale Clark’s parochial
report: Excuses from Elder Nathan Arbach, Elder Doug Haak, and Rev. L. Dale Clark.
Recommendations:

1. That Elder Nathan Arbach and Rev. L. Dale Clark be excused from all meetings
of Classis and that Elder Doug Haak be excused from the meetings of classis
while he has the work conflict.

Respectfully Submitted, James Grossmann, Ron Meidinger, Rod DeJong

E. Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid

Your Committee received the following items: Item #1, Overture from Hope RCUS on
behalf of Mrs. Norman Jones; Item #5, Overture from Rev. Dawn regarding mileage
rates; Report of the Diaconal (Permanent) Committee; The following reimbursement
requests: First RCUS (Haak) $59.50, Hope RCUS (Fickbohm) $114.10, First Chapel
(Brice) $140.00, Harvest (Snyder) $158.90; Covenant (DeJong) 122.50, First — Herried
(Cody), $34.16; Salem (Irwin) - $918.40

Your Committee makes the following recommendations:

1. With regards to the reimbursement requests for the Spring Meeting, that all be
granted in the total amount of $629.16.

2. With regards to item #1, that the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture
Synod of the RCUS for ministerial aid of $1,400 per month on behalf of Mrs.
Norman Jones.

3. That the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture Synod of the RCUS for
ministerial aid of $1,200 per month on behalf of Mrs. George (Debbie) Syms.

4.  That the first sentence of Standing Rule 15 be amended to read ‘The Treasurer
shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, of for Classis business, at the
mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules.’

5. That Rev. Irwin be reimbursed $918.40 for mileage from Clinton, Mississippi.

6. That the Classis budget $600 for Sermon Audio for 2017 and that pastors be



Abstract of the Minutes — 2017 Annual Meeting 35

encouraged to use this resource.
7. That the dues for 2017 be set at Classical Dues: $21 (No Change) and Home
Missions Dues: $50 ($6 decrease).
Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Wesley Brice; Elder Rod
DeJong; Elder Matthew Fickbohm

F. Judicial

Your committee received the following:

The Stated Clerk's Report concerning Dale Clark's Credentials, Rev. Dale Clark's
parochial report and the Report of the Executive Committee's Report of Synod
concerning the proposed constitutional amendment.

Your committee brings the following recommendations:
1. With regard to Dale Clark's Credentials:

1. Because Rev. Clark mentioned in his correspondence with our previous
classis president, Rev. Dawn, that he has joined Faith PCA, a congregation
of a denomination with which we do not have fraternal relations, without
seeking to have his ministerial credentials regularly dismissed to the PCA.
1. ARTICLE 33. If a minister not otherwise chargeable with an offense

renounces the jurisdiction of the Reformed Church in the United
States by joining another denomination without being regularly
dismissed to it, Classis shall record the fact and erase his name from
the roll.

2. Because in his parochial report he states that “it is time to step down from
the active pastorate”

3. Because he is not compelled by age or infirmity (Article 34) to retire from
the active duties of the ministry; he is therefore not compelled to retire.

4. That we, as the constitution requires, record that fact and erase his name
from the roll.

2. That the Northern Plains Classis concur with the proposed constitutional
amendment.

Respectfully Submitted, Rev. Wesley Brice; Rev. James Grossmann; Elder Doug Haak;
Elder Glenn Opp

G. Missions

Your committee received the following item: The Permanent Missions Committee
Report.

We make the following recommendations:

1. That classical support for First Reformed Chapel in Dickinson be approved in
the amount of $14,200 for the 2018 Classical year.

2. That the Northern Plains Classis overture the 271 st Synod for mission support
for First Reformed Chapel in Dickinson in the amount of $14,200 for the 2018
fiscal year.

3. That the Classical Home Missions Committee work with the Aberdeen
consistory to identify the qualities desired and aid in the search for a pastor to
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be the next missionary in Dickinson.

4. That classis budget $1,500 for expenses to be used by the consistory of the First
Reformed Church in Aberdeen and the Classis Home Missions Committee in
their oversight of Dickinson.

5. That the classis encourages our Aberdeen congregation to consider calling Rev
Wes Brice as an associate pastor.

6. That classis continue to fund 75% of the costs for Ashley’s radio broadcast,
Start The Week.

Phillip E Poe; Glenn Opp; David Dawn; Paul Henderson, Rod DeJong

H. Nominations

Your nominations committee makes the following recommendation: (convener is
underlined)

Recommendation 1:

That the Permanent committees for the Northern Plains Classis for the 2017 classical
year be as follows:
Auditing: Haddock, Davis
Camp: Fickbohm, Grossmann, Schwichtenberg, Arbach
Candidates & Credentials: Poe, Brice, Snyder, Henderson, Meidinger
Christian Education & Publications: Dawn, Opp, Brice
Diaconal: Dawn, Sapp, Opp
Executive: Henderson, Grossmann, Fickbohm
Home Missions: Schwichtenberg, Haak, DeJong, Poe
Interchurch Relations: Grossmann, DeJong, Brice, VanderVliet
Assistant to the Clerk: Haak
Respectfully Submitted, David Dawn; Glenn Opp; Doug Haak

XIX. Miscellaneous Reports and Other Business

A. Expression of Appreciation to the hosting congregation

The Classis adopted the following expression of Appreciation, “The Northern Plains
Classis wishes to extend their heartfelt thanks to the Salem Reformed Church for their
gracious generosity in hosting their 32™ Spring meeting. Your loving provision of our
needs will be remembered.”

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk's Report and Executive Committee's
Minutes

The Stated Clerk's Report and Executive Committee's Minutes were adopted by the
Northern Plains Classis.

XX. Reading of the Minutes
At the end of the business meeting, the minutes for the day were read and corrected. The
President asked, “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since there were no objections,
he declared the minutes approved as corrected.
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XXI. Adjournment
Elder Fickbohm moved that the Classis adjourn to the 33" Annual Spring Meeting of the
Northern Plains Classis to begin on March 12®, A.D. 2018 at 1:00pm, at Hope Reformed
Church of Pierre, South Dakota.

The Classis adjourned at 3:28pm on March 15, A.D. 2017.

A. Roll Call

The final roll call showed 6 ministers and 6 elders for a total of 12, a quorum.

B. Devotions

Elder Moos closed the meeting by reading Ephesians 3.

C. The Apostles' Creed, Lord's Prayer, Benediction and Doxology

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's Prayer. The
President pronounced the Benediction and lead the Assembly in the singing of the
Doxology.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. James W. Grossmann, Stated Clerk
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Treasurer's Report
Statement of Financial Position — Year Ended December 31%, 2016
2016 Total 2015 Total
Current Assets:
Cash $22,717 $20,609
Certificates of Deposit

Classical $1,000 $1,000
Home Missions - $2,000
Foundation $6,515 $6,495
Total Assets: $30,232 $30,105

Current Liabilities $- $-
Total Net Assets $30,232 $30,105
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Statement of Activities — Year Ended December 31%, 2016

Dues
Classical Dues
Home Missions Dues (restated)
Total Dues Revenue

Other Income:
Interest: Classis
Interest: Home Missions
Interest: Foundation CD
Other Remittances
Total Other Income
Total Income

Espenses:
Home Missions:
First Reformed — Dickinson
Dickinson Severance (NPC Portion)
Start the Week Radio
Travel —Aberdeen Mission Oversight
Travel — Classical Mission Oversight
SermonAudio
Total Home Missions:

Meetings:
Special Meeting (Feb. 2015) Mileage
Spring Meeting Mileage
Special Meeting (July 2015) Mileage
Total Meetings:

Diaconal Aid:
Elder Rau
Total Diaconal Aid:
General Operating:
Stipends — Standing Rule 13
Executive Travel
Candidates & Credentials Travel
Abstracts — Printing & Mailing
General
Total General Operating:
Total Expenses

Transfer of Funds
Monies designated for Dickinson
Synodical Aid — Severance
Total Transfers:

Change in NetAssets:

$5,509.00
$22,201.00
$27,710.00

$10.88
$4.50
$19.49
$6,247.75
$6,282.62
$33,992.62

$18,000.00
$4,000.00
$2,425.50
$1,467.98
$331.00
$510.40
$26,734.88

$874.65
$647.50
$585.90
$2,108.05

$1,200.00
$1,200.00

$900.00

$200.00
$209.80
$1,309.80

Donor

Unrestricted Restricted 2016 Total 2015 Total
$8,295.00 - $8,295.00
$19,376.00 - $19,376.00
$27,671.00 $27,671.00
$12.41 - $12.41
$2.37 - $2.37
$19.47 - $19.47
$0.00 $122.75 $122.75
$34.25 $122.75 $157.00
$27,705.25 $122.75 $27,828.00
$17,600.00 $17,600.00
$2,574.60 $2,574.60
$424.94 $424.94
$480.40 $480.40
$21,079.94 $21,079.94
$1,315.80 $1,315.80
$1,315.80 $1,315.80
$3,000.00 $3,000.00
$3,000.00 $3,000.00
$900.00 $900.00
$516.60 $516.60
$284.55 $284.55
$252.95 $252.95
$228.20 $228.20
$2,182.30 $2,182.30
$27,578.04 $27,578.04

NetAssets, Beginning of Year (As of December 31°)

NetAssets, End of Year

$122.75 $122.75
$122.75 $122.76
$127.21

$30,104.59
$30,231.80

$31,352.73

$2,247.75
$4,000.00
$6,247.75

-$3,607.86
$33,712.45
$30,104.59
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Statement of Fund Balance — Year Ended December 31*, 2016

Fund

Home Classis
Missions Business 2016 Total 2015 Total

Beginning Cash $9,243.03 $11,366.13 $20,609.16 $24,236.57
Beginning CD $2,000.00 $1,000.00 $3,000.00  $3,000.00
Total Beginning  $11,243.03 $12,366.13 $23,609.16 $27,236.57

Income:
Dues $19,376.00 $8,295.00 $27,671.00 $27,710.00
Interest $2.37 $12.41 $14.78 $15.38

Total Income  $19,378.37  $8307.41 $27,685.78 $27,725.38

Expenses:

Dickinson $17,600.00 $17,600.00 $18,000.00
Diaconal Aid $3,000.00 $3,000.00  $1,200.00
Start the Week $2,574.60 $2,574.60  $2,425.50
Travel $24.94  $2116.95 $2541.89  $3,907.03
Stipends $900.00 $900.00 $900.00
SermonAudio $480.40 $480.40 $510.40
Abstracts $252.95 $252.95 $200.00
NPC Editor $200.00 $200.00 $200.00
Supplies $28.20 $28.20 $9.80
Severence (NPC) $4,000.00

Total Expenses  $21,079.94  $6498.10 $27,578.04 $31,352.73

Ending Cash $9,54152 $13175.44 $22,716.96 $20,609.22
Ending CD $1,000.00  $1,000.00  $3,000.00
Total Ending  $9,541.52 $14,17544 $23716.96 $23,609.22

Note 1: The Classis operates on a calendar year fiscal year (January 1 - December 31).

Note 2: Beginning in calendar year 2012 the Classis implemented accrual basis accounting. Accrual
basis accounting focuses on matching expenditures and revenues of the period to which they pertain.
The financial activity of the Classis through January 31st, 2016 was evaluated to determine to which
period the transaction applied.

Note 3: Accrual basis accounting includes the recognition of revenue not yet received and an
amount determined to be uncollectible. As the Classis requires all dues to be received no later than
November 30th, no recognition of dues not received is deemed necessary and has, therefore, not
been performed.

Note 4: The Classis holds two Certificates of Deposit with BankWest of Pierre, SD. The terms of
each are as follows:

Payment
Fund Amount Date of Issue Maturity Renewal Annual vield Freguency Interest Treatment
General $  1,000.00 March23,2016 March 23, 2017 Automatic 0.55% Every 3 months Deposited to General Fund

Foundation $  6,495.37 March 23,2016 March 23, 2017 Automatic 0.55% Every 3 months Deposited to General Fund
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Note 5: The Classis collects dues from congregations for both Home Missions and Classical Funds.
The following schedule reports the dues actually received from congregations for 2016:

Congregation Members Type of Dues Remitted Full Remittance (Variance) Received
Aberdeen 94 Classical S 1,974 $ 1,974 S - On-time
94 Home Missions 5,264 5,264 - On-time
Anamoose 9 Classical 168 189 (21)
9 Home Missions 448 504 (56)
Ashley 36 Classical 756 756 - On-time
36 Home Missions - 2,016 (2,016)
Dickinson 8 Classical - 168 (168)
8 Home Missions - 448 (448)
Eureka 116 Classical 2,436 2,436 - On-time
116 Home Missions 6,496 6,496 - On-time
Herried 51 Classical 1,134 1,071 63 On-time
51 Home Missions 3,024 2,856 168 On-time
Hosmer 13 Classical 273 273 - On-time
13 Home Missions - 728 (728)
Minot 28 Classical 588 588 - On-time
28 Home Missions 1,568 1,568 - On-time
Pierre 20 Classical 420 420 - On-time
20 Home Missions 1,120 1,120 - On-time
Watertown 26 Classical 546 546 - On-time
26 Home Missions 1,456 1,456 - On-time
Classical Total $ 8,295.00 S 8,253.00 S 42.00

Home Missions Total &  19,376.00 S 22,008.00 S (2,632.00)
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2016 Membership & Financial Statistics
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Aberdeen Hosmer

(Includes (2015

Dickinson) | Ashley | Dickinson | Eureka | Herried | numbers) | Minot
Number of Elders 4 2 1 3| 2| 2 1]
Number of Deacons 3 3 0 3| 2 1] 1]
Communicants Last Year 104 36 10 116| 51 15 28
Received — Confirmation 4 0 1 2| 1] 0 0
Received —Transfer 1] 0 0 1 2 0 0
Received — Profession 7| 0 2 2| 0 0 1]
Total Received 12 0 3 5 3 0 1]
Total Old & New 116| 36 13 121 54 15 29
Lost —Dismissal 0 6 0 2| 0 1] 0
Lost — Erasure/Discipline 2| 0 0 2 [0/ (0] 1]
Lost — Death 4 2| 0 6 0 1 0
Total Lost 6| 8 0 10| 0 2 1
Total Communicants This Year 10| 28, 13 m| 54 13 28
Unconfirmed Members 22 0 5 5| n 0 12
Total Baptized Members 132 28 18 116 65| 13 40
Number of Families 51 20, 5 68 31 n 13
Children in Sunday School 21 0 6 3 1| (0] 6
Adults Baptized Last Year 0| 0 0 0 0| (0] 0
Infants Baptized 2 0 0 0 0| (0] 1
Total Baptisms this Year 2 0 0 0 0 0 1
Members' Lord's Supper 108 19 n 87| 43 10| 29
Lord' Supper Observed 8 2 4 3 2| 2 n
Receipts — Sunday Offerings $140,427| $25522 $37,747| $107,617| $60,746) $2,079) $65,135
Receipts — Special Offerings $1,171) $3,560 $742 $0  $10,905 $0 $8,278
Receipts — Other Sources $36,935 $2,844] $36,935|  $14,946 $0| $7,338)  $19,655
Total Receipts $178533  $31,926 $75,424| $122,563 $71,651 $9,417|  $93,068
Budgeted Synodical Funds $20,755 $2,471 $0|  $27,194  $5,992 $933) $6,608
Budgeted Classical Funds $7,238) $756 $0 $3932] $4,158 $323 $2,156
Non-Guideline Causes $513 $123 242 $0 $755 $0 $2,400
Non-RCUS Benevolences $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $2,400
Other General Expenses $159,146| $32,564 $86,413 $76,755 $54,733 $9,165 $62,134
Total Disbursements $187,652]  $35914 $86,655| $112,881 $65,638 $10421 $75,698
Value of Church Buildings $350,0000  $25,000 $0| $250,000 $40,000 $25,000 $0
Value of Parsonage $45,0000  $45,000) $45,000| $100,000f $25,000 $0| $300,000
Property Improvements $0) $0 $0 $0  $10,000] $0 $0
Present Property Debts $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Debt Paid Last Year $17,214 $0 $17,214 $0 $0 $0 $0
Synod Giving per Communicant $200 $69 $0 $234) $117, $62 $236)
Classis Giving per Communicant $70) $21 $0 $77| $32 $22 $77
Total RCUS per Communicant $274 $93 $24 $311 $214 $84 $399
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Pierre Watertown | Totals 2015 | Totals 2016 | Difference
Number of Elders 2 2 19, 18| -1
Number of Deacons 0 1] 15, 14| -1
Communicants Last Year 20, 26 427 396 -31
Received — Confirmation 0 0 0 7| 7
Received —Transfer 0 0 6 4 -2
Received — Profession 0 0 6 10 4
Total Received 0 0 10| 21 n
Total Old & New 20 26 437 417| -20
Lost — Dismissal 2 0 12| 11| 1
Lost — Erasure/Discipline 0 0 8 5 -3|
Lost — Death 0| 1 16 14 -2
Total Lost 2 1 36 30 -6
Total Communicants This Year 18| 25 401 387| -14
Unconfirmed Members 3 10, 72 63| -9
Total Baptized Members 21 35 473 450 -23
Number of Families 10 12 231 216 -15
Children in Sunday School 2 7 56 50 -6
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized 1] 1] 7 5 -2
Total Baptisms this Year 1 1 7 5 -2
Members' Lord's Supper 20 23 90.27% 87.60%) -2.68%
Lord' Supper Observed 5 5 43 38| -5
Receipts — Sunday Oferings $40,234| $86,493 $543,252| $528,253 -$14,999
Receipts — Special Offerings $7,102 $695 $24,734] $31,711 $6,977
Receipts — Other Sources $800 $15| $140,186| $82,533 -$57,653
Total Receipts $48,136| $87,203| $708,172|  $642,497| -$65,675
Budgeted Synodical Funds $1,391 $6,116 $65,200 $71,460) $6,260
Budgeted Classical Funds $1,540 $2,002 $27,263) $27,105| -$158|
Non-Guideline Causes $488 $695 $4,272 $4,974 $702
Non-RCUS Benevolences $164| $0 $4,200 $2,564 -$1,636
Other General Expenses $53,539 $52,983 $483,728| $501,019 $17,291
Total Disbursements $57,122| $61,796 $584,663| $607,122 $22,459
Value of Church Buildings $112,000 $0|  $802,000f  $802,000 $0
Value of Parsonage $98,000| $150,000,  $778,500 $763,000 -$15,500
Property Improvements $0 $0 $37,129 $10,000 -$27,129
Present Property Debts $0, $0 $56,074 $0 -$56,074
Debt Paid Last Year $0 $0, $0 $17,214 $17,214
Synod Giving per Communicant $70) $235 $153 $180) $28
Classis Giving per Communicant $77 $77 $64] $68| $5
Total RCUS per Communicant $171 $339 $227 $261, $35
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Standing Rules

Organization
The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the second Monday in March
and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it has been disposed.
(2009)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and these
proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an election on
the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes shall be candidates
until there is an election.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting of Classis
shall, before the date of the meeting, send the answers to the questions placed before the
elder according to Article 81 of the Constitution. This copy shall be signed by all the
elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated Clerk.

Correspondence

The statistics, Credentials of Elders to Classis and the Mailing Addresses of Delegates to
Classis shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk by February 1st. (2010, 2012)

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special committees of Classis
shall be completed and mailed or emailed to the Consistories of all the Churches by
February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Parochial reports from all Ministers
and Licentiates are to be sent to the President by February 15th before the Spring Meeting
of Classis. Excuses for these requirements are to be made by written request to the
Executive Committee of Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two
weeks before the meeting of Classis. (2012, 2014)

Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis shall be
circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the Executive
Committee of Classis concerning constitutional matters and procedures, as provided in
Article 91, the answer shall, if the request is in order and in written form, be presented in
written form and relevant only to the item in question.

All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of white paper measuring 8.5
inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Financial

The Classical dues shall be due on the first of November and are to be paid not later than
the 30th of November of the current year. (2013)

The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern Plains
Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each fund.

The President of Classis shall receive two hundred dollars ($200.00), the Stated Clerk
shall receive five hundred dollars ($500.00), and the Treasurer two hundred dollars
($200.00) for the Classical year. (2008, 2013, 2014)
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Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose congregations have
paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and those delegates who have
attended all sessions or have been properly excused by Classis.

The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for Classis business, at the
mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules. When distance and time
require public travel on public transportation to and from Classis, or for Classis business,
they shall be granted full fare. (2007, 2017)

Examinations

It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the ministry and
before installing ordained ministers from other denominations, to require no less than an
eight month internship for them under the supervision of a pastor of the Classis who has
served in the Reformed Church in the United States for at least five years. During this
internship particular emphasis shall be placed upon learning the peculiarities and
practices of the RCUS. This internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after
the candidate has received a call or is licensed. (2010)
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