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Ministers of the Word

Bowen, Hank (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
3229 385™ Ave, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605) 824-8108 Email: rcushank@gmail.com

Brice, Wesley (First Reformed Chapel RCUS, Dickinson, ND)
PO Box 60, Taylor, ND 58656
Phone: (701) 974-4321 Email: wesbrice@yahoo.com

Grossmann, James (Eurcka RCUS, Eureka, ND)
P.O. Box 371, Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 284-2396 Email: jmsgrssm@gmail.com

Haddock, William (Emeritus, Hope, Pierre, SD)
114 North Highland Ave, Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: (605) 838-4326 Email: w.whaddock@gmail.com

Henderson, Paul (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
105 Lakeview Dr., Pierre, SD 57501

Phone: (661) 910-2154 Email: hendohrcus@gmail.com

Irwin, Dave (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
P.O. Box 345, Ashley, ND 58413

Phone: (701) 288-3265 Email: colossians2.10@gmail.com

Lassley, Michael (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
434 30™ St NW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 881-4997 Email: michael.lassley@jicloud.com

Poe, Philip E. (Harvest RCUS, Minot, ND)
1624 Foothills Rd. SW, Minot, ND 58701
Phone: (701) 340-7666 Email: philpoefi@gmail.com

Schwichtenberg, Cody (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
PO Box 724, Herreid, SD 57632

Phone: (605) 437-2209 Email: codyrcus@gmail.com
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mailto:w.whaddock@gmail.com
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Primarius Elders

Arbach, Nathan (First RCUS, Herreid, SD)
P.O. Box 175, Herreid, SD 57632
Phone: (605) 437-2604 Email: arbachn(@valleytel.net

DeJong, Rodney (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
3517 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201
Phone: (605) 882-4071 Email: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Dockter, Charles C. (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
PO Box 515, Ashley, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 288-3403 Email: violalchascdoc@msn.com

Fickbohm, Matthew (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
2012 Tiree Dr., Fort Pierre, SD 57532
Phone: (605) 280-9330 Email: mfickbohm@gmail.com

Haak, Doug (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
801 S. Aldrich St., Aberdeen, SD 57401
Phone: (605)225-3817 Email: ddhaak@abe.midco.net

Neifer, LeRoy (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer, SD)
11704 343 Ave, Hosmer, SD 57448
Phone: (605) 577-6604

Opp, Glenn (Eureka RCUS, Eureka, SD)

10384 335" Ave., Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 284-2968 Email: oppglenn@gmail.com
Snyder, James B. (Harvest RCUS, Minot, ND)

2300 19th Ave. NW, Minot, ND 58703

Phone: (701) 240-9402 Email: thesnyders@midco.net
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Secundus Elders
Davis, Brian (Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD)
903 N Grand Ave., Pierre, SD 57501
Phone: (208)-761-8087 Email: briand@hopercus.com

Jung, Raymond H. (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer, SD)
12684 347™ Ave., Roscoe, SD 57471
Phone: (605) 283-2253

Mehlhaff, Craig (First RCUS, Aberdeen, SD)
P.O. Box 162, Akaska, SD 57420
Phone: (605) 649-1170 Email: Craig. M@trusspros.com

Mehlhaff, Earl A. (Eureka RCUS, Eureka, SD)
PO Box 483, Eureka, SD 57437

Phone: (605) 284-2698 Email: emehlhaff(@valleytel.net

Moos, Vern (Salem RCUS, Ashley, ND)
10120 34™ Ave S.E., Venturia, ND 58413
Phone: (701) 423-5536 Email: dmoo@bektel.com

Sapp, Steven (Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD)
46375 206™ St., Bruce, SD 57220
Phone: (605) 627-5691
Email: slsapp@svwireless.com



mailto:slsapp@svwireless.com
mailto:dmoo@bektel.com
mailto:emehlhaff@valleytel.net
mailto:Craig.M@trusspros.com
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Churches in North Dakota

Ashley, ND 58413.......ccccviiinvicsecsuccsnesssecsaessaessancnns (701) 288-3265
Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9 AM ................ Pastor: Dave Irwin (Wife, Trena)

Website: www.facebook.com/SalemReformed

Minot, ND 5870 1......cccoverruicserssercssassossassossansssssnns (701) 340-7666
Harvest RCUS, meeting at Grand International Hotel, Norse Room
(Mail: PO Box 804, Minot, ND 58702-0804)
Worship: 10:30am Pastor: Phil Poe (wife, Karen)
Website: www.harvestreformedchurch.org

Chapels in North Dakota
Dickinson, ND 58601 ..(701) 974-4491
First RCUS, Meeting at 257 1st Street East, Dickinson, ND 58601
(Mail: PO Box 60, Taylor, ND 58656-0060)
Worship:10am; SS 11:30am Pastor: Wes Brice (wife, Ginger)
Website: www.FRCofD.com

Churches in South Dakota
Aberdeen, SD 57401......c.ccovereevuecrensecsuccsensancsannens (605) 229-5953
First RCUS, 818 9th Ave. S.E. (Mail:1002 Diamond St.)
Worship: 9:00 am Sunday School:10:15am
Pastor: Hank Bowen (wife, Patty)
Website: www.aberdeenrcus.org

Eureka, SD 57437...ccccvenveesncsensnssassssssasssassssssssasese (605) 284-2396
Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 am; Sunday School: 10:15 am
Pastor: James Grossmann (wife, Michelle)
Website: https://www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS

Herreid, SD 57632.......couceveevensuecsenssensaecsnecsueccsnenn (605) 437-2209
First RCUS, 601 N. Main St. (Mail: PO Box 212)
Worship: 10:00 am; Sunday School 11:00 am
Pastor: Cody Schwichtenberg (wife, Angela)

Website: Www.facebook.com/herreidreformedchurch/

Hosmer, SD 57448
Hosmer RCUS, 202 West 5th St (Mail: PO Box 136)


http://Www.facebook.com/herreidreformedchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS
http://www.aberdeenrcus.org/
http://www.FRCofD.com/
http://www.FRCofD.com/
http://www.FRCofD.com/
http://www.harvestreformedchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SalemReformed
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Pierre, SD 57501.....cccieceicrercnecsanssessascsssssnssasossasosnes (605) 224-7846
Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield
Worship:9:30 AM Pastor: Paul Henderson (wife, Tina)
Website: www.hopercus.com

Watertown, SD 57201........coceeeerecruenseecseecsaecsanenne (605) 878-4567
Covenant RCUS, 15 12th Ave NE (Mail: 434 30™ St. NW)
Worship 10AM Pastor: Michael Lassley (wife, Amy)

Website: www.watertownrcus.org

Radio Programs of the Northern Plains Classis

Church Radio Station Time
Aberdeen - KGIM — 1420 AM  Sundays, 8:30 AM
Pause for Thought YS, o
Salem —
Start the Week KSJB-600AM  Sundays, 7:45 AM
Eureka —

Rev. James Grossmann KOLY —99.5 FM  Sundays, 9:00 AM

Church Websites
First RCUS — Aberdeen, SD................ www.aberdeenreformed.com

Salem RCUS — Ashley, ND......www.facebook.com/SalemReformed
Harvest RCUS — Minot, ND......... www.harvestreformedchurch.org
Eureka, SD RCUS............. https://www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS
First RCUS, Herreid....www.facebook.com/herreidreformedchurch/
Hope RCUS, Pierre, SD......cccceovvveeeiiiieeieeens www.hopercus.com
Covenant RCUS — Watertown, SD..........c........... watertownrcus.org
First Reformed Chapel — Dickinson, ND............ www.FRCofD.com

SermonAudio.........ccccceeviieniieennnnn. www.SermonAudio.com/npcrcus


http://www.hopercus.com/
http://Www.facebook.com/herreidreformedchurch/
https://www.facebook.com/EurekaRCUS
http://www.harvestreformedchurch.org/
http://www.facebook.com/SalemReformed
http://www.watertownrcus.org/
http://www.hopercus.com/
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Northern Plains Classis

Reformed Church in the United States
Special Meeting — August 12", A.D. 2017

Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, South Dakota

I. Services

Mr. Michael Lassley led the Assembly in a devotion entitled: “Watch Yourselves”, using 2 John 9 as
his text, and closing with prayer.

I1. Organization
The Special Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at 8:31am on Saturday, August 12"
A.D. 2017 at Covenant Reformed Church of Watertown, South Dakota.
Vice-President Cody Schwichtenberg called the assembly to order at 8:31am. The roll was called
following the devotion. There were six ministers, and five elders present, a quorum.
The Vice-President defined the bar of the house as being the first four pews of the church; appointed
Elder Matthew Fickbohm and Elder Rod DeJong as tellers; and Rev. Dave Irwin as the Reformed
Herald reporter.

I11. Adoption of the Agenda, Orders of the Day,
Special Orders.

The Agenda, Services and Orders of the Day were adopted as amended.

IV. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates;
Welcome & Seating of Visitors

The President welcomed Elder Steve Sapp. He was seated in the bar of the house and given the
privilege of the floor.

V. Reception of New Ministers

Rev. Hank Bowen was received, Rev. Wes Brice offered a prayer of thanksgiving, and the body
extended the right hand of fellowship to Rev. Bowen.

VI. Announcement of Standing Committees

Examinations and Licensure Phil Poe, Jim Snyder, Bowen, Schwichtenberg, Glenn Opp
Overtures and Excuses Wes Brice, Doug Haak, DeJong
Finances Fickbohm, Irwin, Haak

VI. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent Committee
Reports & Communications

The Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports and Communications were distributed to the Standing
Committees.

Special Order

The Special Order of the Classis was to examine Mr. Hichael Lassley for the purpose of licensing
him to preach in the boundaries of the Northern Plains Classis.

VII. Reports of Standing Committees

Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in their final, amended
form, and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.
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1. Examinations and Licensure
Recommendation #1 That the examination of Mr. Michael Lassley be Sustained.

Recommendation #2 That Mr. Lassley undergo trials for ordination in the following areas: theology:
Theology Proper, Anthropology, Soteriology; historical philosophy, apologetics, and English Bible.

Recommendation #3 That Mr. Lassley serve an eight month internship under the supervision of Rev.
Hank Bowen.

Phil Poe, Hank Bowen, James Snyder, Glenn Opp

The Vice-President informed Mr. Lassleyof the decision of the Classis. Mr. Lassley read the Oath of
Licensure and signed and dated the form. Rev. Irwin offered a prayer of thanksgiving. Following
the prayer, the right hand of fellowship was extended to Mr. Lassley.

2. Excuses

Your committee received one excuse from David Dawn asking to be excused due to a lack of
available transportation.

Your committee was made aware of Rev. Paul Henderson’s need to travel to California due to the
serious illness of his wife’s father.

Your Committee makes the following recommendations:

Recommendation #1 That both David Dawn and Paul Henderson be excused from all the sessions of
the Classis Meeting.

Wes Brice, Doug Haak, Rod DeJong

Elder Nathan Arbach was also excused from all sessions of Classis.

3. Finances
12Aug 17
Your committee received the following travel reimbursement requests:
1. Rev. Irwin (Salem RCUS) - $131.60
Elder Fickbohm (Hope RCUS) — 135.80
Rev. Brice (First RCUS) - $280.00
Elder Opp (Eureka RCUS) - $100.00

2
3
4
5. Elder Snyder (Harvest RCUS) - $308.00
6.  Elder Haak (First RCUS) - $70.00
7. Mr. Lassley (Covenant RCUS) - $704.64
8. Rev. Schwichtenberg (First RCUS) - $68.25
Total $1,798.29
Recommendation #1 That mileage in the amount of $1,798.29 be paid.

Respectfully Submitted,
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David Irwin, Doug Haak, Matthew Fickbohm

VIII. Reading of the Minutes

At the end of the business meeting, the minutes for the day were read and corrected by the Stated
Clerk. The Vice-President asked, “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since there were no
objections, he declared the minutes approved.

IX. Adjournment
The Northern Plains Classis adjourned at 3:57pm to the 33™ Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern
Plains Classis, to be held at Hope Reformed Church of Pierre, South Dakota on March 12, A.D.
2017.

The Final roll call showed six ministers, five elders and one licentiate present. For a total of 12. A
Quorum. Elder DeJong lead the Assembly in a devotion, closing in prayer.

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's Prayer. The Vice-
President pronounced the Benediction and led the Assembly in the singing of the Doxology.
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33" Annual Spring Meeting — March 12-13, AD 2017

Hope Reformed Church - Pierre, South Dakota

I. Services
For the opening devotion, Rev. Paul Henderson opened in prayer, giving a devotion from Psalm 100
calling the ministers to prepare themselves for worship, singing Hymn 115, “All Creatures of Our
God and King”.
On Monday evening at 7:30pm, the Classis met for a worship service with the congregation of Hope
Reformed Church of Pierre, South Dakota. Rev. Dave Irwin conducted the worship service and Rev.
Henry Bowen preached a sermon entitled “Redeemed by the Blood” using I Peter 1:17-21 as his
text.
The Northern Plains Classis opened its session on Tuesday, March 13", A.D. 2018 with a devotion
led by Lic. Lassley from Matthew 16:1-12, entitled “Watch and Beware”. The devotion was
concluded with prayer and a hymn “How Firm a Foundation”.

I1. Organization
The 33" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at
1:19pm on Tuesday, March 12™, A.D. 2018, at Hope Reformed Church of

Pierre, South Dakota.
Following the opening devotion, the President, Rev. Paul Henderson, called the meeting to order.
The roll was called following the devotion. There were eight ministers, five elders present and one
licentiate, for a total of 14, a quorum.

President Henderson defined the bar of the house as the first four rows of the church; Licentiate
Michael Lassley and Elder Jim Snyder as tellers; and Rev. Dave Irwin as the Reformed Herald
reporter.

Election of Officers: Election by ballot was held for men to serve in the following capacities:
President: Rev. Paul Henderson; Vice-President: Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg; Stated Clerk: Rev.
James Grossmann; and Treasurer: Elder Matthew Fickbohm.

I11. Adoption of the Agenda, Orders of the Day,
Special Orders

The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted as presented by Classis President
Henderson.

IV. Welcome & Seating of Fraternal Delegates;
Welcome and Seating of Visitors

The assembly welcomed Lic. Lassley and he was seated in the bar of the house. The Assembly also
welcomed Brother Jacob Kuik and Brother Ron Vander Zwaag from the Manitoba Classis of the
Canadian Reformed Churches, Elder Darrell Bentz, Elder Lynn Goehring, and Elder Brian Davis.
These men were seated in the bar of the house and given the privilege of the floor.

V. Reception of New Churches

There were no new congregations to be received.

VI. Reception of New Ministers

Rev. Irwin was received, the body extended the right hand of fellowship to Rev. Irwin, and Rev.
William Haddock offered a prayer of thanksgiving.
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VII. Announcement of Standing Committees

The chairman of the committee is underlined.

Education, Publications, Student Aid, Services & Interchurch: D. Irwin, W. Haddock, C. Dockter
Examinations and Licensure: J. Grossmann, P. Poe, J. Snyder, R. DeJong

Excuses: C. Schwichtenberg, C. Dockter

Finances, Benevolences, and Ministerial Aid: H. Bowen, J. Grossmann, M. Fickbohm

Judicial: P. Poe, C. Schwichtenberg, D. Haak, M. Fickbohm

Missions: H. Bowen, P. Henderson, J. Snyder

Nominations: D. Irwin, W. Brice, R. DeJong

VIII. Presentation of Overtures, Permanent
Committee Reports & Communications

The Overtures, Permanent Committee Reports, and Communications were distributed to the
Standing Committees.

CAMP COMMITTEE

Esteemed Brothers,

Your joint Camp Committee of the Northern Plains and South Central Classis met by teleconference
on Thursday, January 25th, 2018. Members participating were Revs. Carroll, Grossmann, McGee,
and Schwichtenberg and Elders Savage and Fickbohm.

The Committee undertook its annual review of the prior year’s camp. We noted that evaluations are
much the same as most years. The Committee took some time to consider the dress code and Mt.
Rushmore outing which was new for 2018. The Committee struggled to identify a specific ‘code’
that would encourage modesty among all. It was determined that the best course of action is to
encourage pastors to visit with their campers prior to camp and encourage campers and parents to
dress modestly during camp. The Rushmore outing was mostly met with approval. The greatest
struggle with the outing is the number of other visitors to the monument and the ability of counselors
to monitor the safety of campers. Accordingly, this year we plan to not only use the buddy system for
campers but also assign campers into small groups under the direct and constant supervision of a
counselor.

The Committee also discussed the schedule for camp. This year we will add a time for campers to
ask questions anonymously to a panel of pastors. This was done in prior years under the apt title
‘soapbox.” However, our intention is not to give pastors a time to step up to their soapbox, but for
campers to ask serious questions for pastoral advice. Questions will be screened and pastors
handpicked for their brevity.

The Committee considered the financial report (included with this report) for 2017. It was
encouraging to see giving from congregations providing a good portion of the revenue for 2017. This
allows the camp to maintain the cost charged to families sending their children to HYC. We heartily
thank all those that donated and pray that the Lord continues to lead His people to support HYC with
giving. That being the case, ever increasing costs led the Committee to consider the necessity of a
fee increase for 2018. The Committee is proposing a $10 fee increase to $175 for registrations
received before June 1st and $205 thereafter. The Committee also discussed the need to ensure that
no campers are excluded from HYC due to their families financial situation. As such, the Committee
encourages congregations to assist those with financial need in their midst and for congregations that
may not have campers to consider helping families in other congregations that may struggle to pay
for HYC.

Various camp themes were considered by the Committee. The Committee decided on the theme of
“Defending the Faith” for 2018. Following is the planned lessons:

1. Getting Ready to Give an Answer - (The Importance of Sanctifying God in Your Hearts, Bringing
Every Thought Captive — 2 Cor. 10:5)
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2. What is it that We Defend? - (The Truth of God — Biblical Christianity vs. Relativism,
Presuppositions)

3. The Starting Point - (We Defend God as He has Revealed Himself, What is Our Authority)

4. Hope - (The place of reason and experience in your Witness — point of Contact, Desire for
Comfort)

5. Earnestly Contend - (Opposing False Philosophy, Creation vs. Evolution, If God is loving, why is
there evil, etc.)

6. Our Approach to the World - (With meekness and fear, a godly walk)

Sermons: (These are not texts, but suggestions of passages from which the sermons might be drawn)
Matthew 7:24-27, “Which House Will You Build Upon?”
Peter’s Apologetic in Acts 2:14-39

The offerings collected during HYC were designated by the Committee to support the CareNet
Pregnancy Resource Center in Rapid City, SD. A faithful camp counselor serves on the board of
CareNet and notes, “CareNet PRC exists to provide a Christ filled place to go for women and
families facing an unplanned pregnancy. PRC offers services free of charge to all who visit;
pregnancy tests for those unsure of their home test results, options counseling for those unsure of
what their options are if they are pregnant, abstinence counseling for those who find out they aren't
pregnant, limited ultrasounds to confirm viable pregnancy, training classes, and layette kits for
newborns.” More information on this work can be found at: http://www.carenetprc.com/.

Your committee brings the following recommendations.

Recommendation #1: TAKE NOTE that the dates of camp are as follows:

July 23-27, 2018; July 22-26, 2019; July 20-24, 2020; July 19 — 23, 2021; & July 18 —22, 2022.
Recommendation #2: TAKE NOTE that congregations be encouraged to donate items or money to
HYC to help reduce the cost of registrations.

Recommendation #3: TAKE NOTE that congregations are encouraged to identify and, as they are
able, assist families in their midst that may financially struggle to send their children to HYC.
Congregations that would like to assist families in other congregations and congregations that may
need assistance to send children to camp are encouraged to contact the HYC Director at
hycdirector@gmail.com.

Recommendation #4: That the Budget, including registration fees, for HYC 2018 be approved.
Recommendation #5: That the Report as a whole be adopted.

Respectfully submitted on behalf of the joint committee,
J. Grossmann, C. Schwichtenberg, N. Arbach, & M. Fickbohm for the Northern Plains
K. Carroll, D. Fagrey, S. Henry, M. McGee, & T. Savage for the South Central

Heidelberg Youth Camp Financial Report and Proposed Budget

2017 Budget | 2017 Actual Difference 2018
(under)/over | Proposed
Budget
Opening Fund Balance (1/1/17) $6,318.66
Revenue
Camp Fees (95 campers) $15,975 $15,628.00 $(347) $16,925
Gifts 1,000 2,424.98 1,425 1,500
Worship Offering 1,000 1,159 159 1,000
Camp Store Sales 600 607.60 8 600
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Interest 57
Total Revenue 18,575 19,820 20,025
Expenses
Camp Bob Marshal Rental $11,457 $10,715.50 (742) $ 11,457
Camp Bob Sewage Surcharge 1,170 1,620
Food 3,500 3,692.82 193 3,800
T-Shirts & Counselor Gifts 2,500 2,560.17 60 2,500
Arts & Crafts 300 218.83 81 300
Supplies and Equipment 500 376.92 (123) 400
Custer State Park (donation) 100 - (100) -
Administration 100 85 (15) 100
Camp Store Supplies 500 516.84 17 525
Designated Offering Recipient 1,000 1,159.20 159 1,000
Total Expenses 19,957 20,495.18 21,702
Operating Gain (loss) (674.83) (1,677.30)
Ending Fund Balance (12/31/17) 5,643.83

* Rental cost: $600 (kitchen use) +[$19 (daily rate/person) X4 (days) X 135 (people)] + 5.5% tax

Proposed 2018 Fees Camper
$175 per camper if registration and fee received by June 1 ($10 increase)
$205 per camper if received June 1 or after. ($10 increase)
No fee for adult volunteers
Proposed budget is based upon 95 campers and 40 adults.

CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE

Candidates and Credentials Committee 2017

Esteemed Brethren,

Your committee examined two men for licensure in 2017. David Irwin, previously ordained in the
Presbyterian Church in America, was examined at our March 13,2017

Classis meeting for licensure in the RCUS. Rev. Irwin had received a call to minister the Word and
Sacraments by the Salem Reformed Church in Ashley, ND. Rev. Irwin passed his licensure
examination, exhibiting a thorough preparation.

At a special meeting of Classis on August 12, 2017 Michael Lassley sat for his licensure
examination. Considering that the brother had a very full work life and a large family to care for, he
did quite well and was licensed in the NPC as a minister of the gospel. Licentiate Lassley was then
approved as the Stated Supply pastor for Covenant Reformed Church in Watertown, SD. Rev. Hank
Bowen was assigned to the eight month mentorship of this brother. The next step for licentiate
Lassley will be an ordination exam to be held in the near future. Your committee along with Mr.
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Lassley decided to give him more time in preparation due to his having only recently moved to his
field of ministry. The areas of his examination will be historical philosophy, English Bible, and
questions concerning the “ordo salutis.”

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Phil Poe, Rev. Paul Henderson and Elder James Snyder

HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Report of the Northern Plains Missions Committee
March 2018
Esteemed Brothers,

The Northern Plains Missions Committee met on January 8, 2018. Present at the meeting
were Rod DeJong, Doug Haak, Phil Poe, and Cody Schwichtenberg.

The primary focus was on the activities of First Reformed Chapel of Dickinson. Elder
Doug Haak from the Aberdeen Consistory gave a report in which he detailed how the work is going
well with 50 to 60 attending at weekly worship. Numerous families drive great distances and one
couple drives 80 to 85 miles weekly. Rev. Brice has been active with the numerous visitors over the
past year culminating in the reception of nine new communicate members and 11 baptized children
added on January 21. The giving is good with the Chapel meeting the Classical and Synodical dues
this year.

Because of the growth the Chapel moved to a new facility where there is a fellowship hall,
kitchen area, restrooms, Sunday School rooms and seating capacity of around 100. The rent on the
new facility is somewhat higher than the former facility with a monthly rent of around $1,500.
Additional furniture was purchased by the group such as chairs, tables, and items for the sanctuary.

There has been an on-going discussion about the present parsonage situation with the goal
of moving from Taylor to Dickinson and upgrading the home. They are looking for a new place, but
with the oil industry starting to up tic, this may take some time due to the limited availability and
price. Moreover, housing prices did not really drop significantly during the downturn.

Rev. Brice was brought in as an associate pastor of the Aberdeen Church to give him
standing in the Classis and on the Consistory this past year. In December, Wes was diagnosed with
liver cancer and has been undergoing cancer treatment in Bismarck with a positive result.

One of the recommendations from 2017 Classis meeting was for the Classis Missions
Committee to aid the Aberdeen Consistory in identifying the qualities needed for the missionary
pastor and aid in the search for a new shepherd in Dickinson. A number of possible candidates were
discussed. The Aberdeen consistory has also been engaged in contacting possible candidates for
interest and is currently working on some possibilities. The hope is for a new shepherd to be in place
within this coming year.

The Aberdeen consistory has been active in their oversight this past year. There have been
numerous visits by Elder Craig Mehlhaff. Elder Doug Haak supplied the pulpit when Rev. Brice was
in California, and Rev. Bowen supplied while Rev. Brice was at Ashley for Missionfest, Deacon
Bruce Kappes made a Lord’s Day visit as well. Rev. Bowen was able to visit the congregation and
supply the pulpit on a second occasion.

The missions committee is recommending support in the amount of $10,800 for First
Reformed Chapel which follows the 10% reduction format for mission works. Given the possibility
of a missions pastor this may need to be revisited next year, but based on the this year’s three year
budget which is included with this report we believe this support will be adequate.

Funding for the Ashley’s radio program was discussed and it was decided to recommend
funding the program at 75% of the costs for another year.

With regards to considering potential mission works in West Fargo or Jamestown the
committee was unable to look into this and has no recommendation for this year.

Recommendations:

1. That Classis provide missions support in the amount of $10,800 for the First Reformed
Chapel of Dickinson for the year 2019. (A 10% reduction of $3,400 from 2018).

2. That Classis overture the 272nd Synod of the RCUS for home missions support for First
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Reformed Chapel of Dickinson in the amount of $10,800 for the next Synodical Year. (A 10%
reduction of $3,400 from last year. Classis is matching this amount).

3. That Classis fund 75% of the costs for Ashley’s radio broadcast, “Start the Week”.

4. That the Classis budget $2,000 for travel expenses to be used by the consistory of the First
Reformed Church in Aberdeen to visit Dickinson.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Rev. Phil Poe, Elder Doug Haak, Elder Rod DeJong

FIRST REFORMED CHURCH, DICKINSON
Three-Year Budget (start is 2012) Adjusted Income

Rounded to $10. 2017 2017 2018 2018 2019 2020
%ﬁ;‘;‘;“;ﬁ_ ACTUAL | BUDGET | Monthly | BUDGET | BUDGET | BUDGET
6/30
g}ig{i\g: 63,636 59,000 6,000 72,000 75,000 80,000
Classis Support 15,816 14,200 1,183 14,200 10,800 7,400
(-3400) Ssg;;’i 15,900 14,200 1,183 12,500 9,100 5,700
Misc. Income 2,088
TOTAL INCOME 97,740 87,400 7,217 98,700 94,900 93,100
EXPENSES:
g‘;r.'lltdi“g ) 15,337 6,000 1,500 18,000 18,000 18,000
Telephone 988 1,000 1,000 1,000
Utilities 1,527 1,500 1,500 1,500
Maintenance/Building 1,246 500 500 500
Equipment Purchases 3,594 200
Purchases 1,509 500 500 500
Insurance 1,002 1,200 1,200 1,200
Building Fund 5,000 1520 1520 1520
xigis"y . 250 300 300 300
Church Supplies 719 300 500 500 500
Pulpit Supply 0 750 750 750 750
Books/Instructional 102 500 500 500 500
Diaconal 300 200 300 300 300
Advertising 365 6,000 500 500 500
Miscellaneous 118 500 500 500 500
Sub-total Expenses 26,807 19,700 28,550 28,550 28,550
g:f"“age’ 1,680 1,680 2,000 2,000 2,000
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Mortgage: Debt 7,826 5,630 5,630 5,630 5,630
Reduction
Insurance 1,133 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500
Maintenance & Other 293 500 1,000 1,000 1,000
Total Parsonage 10,932 9,310 10,130 10,130 10,130
Expense
Pastor:
42,052 46,000 46,000 46,000 46,000
Salary
Housing Allowance 11,760 8,500 8,500 8,500 8,500
Car Allowance 6,179 3,000 3,000 3,000 3,000
Other 234 300 500 500 500
Total Minister 60,225 57,800 58,000 58,000 58,000
Support
Communicant
Momber 13 13 13 25 30
Classis Guideline 923 1,000 1,000 1,925 2,310
Synodical Guideline 3,172 2,990 3,000 5,750 6,900
TOTAL EXPENSES 102,300 90,800 98,700 104,355 105,890
DEBT (68,500 orig 37.722
loan)
SAVINGS (Cash on 53,207
hand)
INTERCHURCH RELATIONS

February 15,2018

Esteemed Brothers and Fathers,

Your Committee has received invitations to:

The Midwest Presbytery of the Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America November 7-9,
2017 in Stillwater, OK

Classis Manitoba of the Canadian Reformed Churches April 3-4, 2017 in Sioux Falls, SD,
September 22, 2017 in Carmen, MB

Central Classis U.S. of the United Reformed Churches in North America, April 3-4, 2017 in Sioux
Falls, SD, September 11-12 in Waupun, WI

We were only able to attend one of the meetings to which we were invited: Rev. James Grossmann
attended the historic joint classis meeting April 3-4 of the Manitoba Classis of the Canadian
Reformed Church with the Classis Central of the United Reformed Churches of North America as a
fraternal delegate to the Manitoba Classis.

Invitations for fraternal delegates to our stated March meeting have been emailed to Central Classis
of the URCNA, Classis Manitoba of the CANRC, the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the OPC, and the
Midwest Presbytery of the RPCNA. Classis Manitoba has promised to send deputies as fraternal
delegates.

We have already received invitations to Classis Manitoba annual Spring meeting scheduled for
March 23rd.

Respectfully Submitted,

James Grossmann, Rod DeJong, Wes Brice, David VanderVliet
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[X. Reports of Officers

A. President's Report on the State of the Church

Beloved brethren, bond-servants and fellow soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ:

What is your ”stamp”? That is, what would another minister — another elder — your own dear
congregation (s) — as well as others who know well, ‘stamp’ you as? That is, how would they
describe you and your ministry, your oversight and care, yes, your labors on behalf of Jesus Christ
and His sheep? The apostle Paul, in Colossians 4: 12, 13, put this stamp upon Epaphras, and he did
it, remember, in the midst of the pastoral fight, the work of pastors, elders & deacons and their
families; that is, in the midst of trouble, false doctrines, and thus, in the middle of that day-to-day,
real live, spiritual warfare!

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant/slave of Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently
for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. For I bear him
witness, that he has a great zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hierapolis.”
WOW! Does this description of Epaphras fit your ministry, or describe the kind of care you have for
the sheep under your oversight? I would definitely say so! For the way you have all described your
labors of love among the sheep, whom our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ has stationed you, your
congregations certainly should see, feel, hear and know just how zealous you are for them, that they
too may stand perfect and complete in the will of God! And even if your praying for them suffers
once in a while, as the times and seasons come and go in the ministry, and labors of the church, I
have no doubt that God has raised up a generation of faithful under-shepherds (Pastors & Elders)
who are seeking to labor fervently in their prayers for their respective congregations here in the
Northern Plains of the United States of America!

But, just in case you are a bit lacking in this aspect, hear some great encouragement from brother
Calvin as he commented on Acts 6: 3, 4 which says: “Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you
seven men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this
business; but we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the word.”

Thus, writing about the last part of verse four (4), he said, “It will therefore not be enough to carry
out the task of teaching strenuously if at the same time blessing is not being sought from the Lord, so
that the work may not be useless and unfruitful. From this it is evident that it is not for nothing that
zeal for prayer is commended to the ministers of the Word.”

Yea, and from I Samuel 12: 22-23, we hear these beautiful words of loving loyalty and devotion
from the lips, and heart of Samuel: “For the Lord will not forsake His people, for His great name’s
sake, because it has pleased the Lord to make you His people. Moreover, as for me, far be it from me
that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the
right way.”

So with these words of encouragement, and thankful praise to God for all of your labors at home,
within the church, and all around your towns, as I look over your reports, I certainly see, feel, and
yes sense, or discern, that though there have been various degrees of difficulty and affliction, various
times of joy and rejoicing, the work of you ministers, and your officers have truly been blessed by
our heavenly Father! Now to begin with, I would be remiss if I did not thank our dear brother, and
Pastor Emeritus, the Rev. Bill Haddock for his work in keeping us all up to date as he compiled and
sent out the Northern Plains Chronicles for us! What a tremendous blessing this is for our respective
churches that we might stay informed of the happenings within our Classis, and thus, keep one
another in prayer throughout the year!

As far as the saints of Hope Reformed Church & their pastor, yours truly, along with his wife, Tina,
and family, you will receive a full report in due time. For now, we must praise God for His
faithfulness and mercy as He has blessed this difficult year of transition, and has sustained us all.
God is truly good!

Beginning up north, First Reformed Chapel, in Dickinson, North Dakota is going gangbusters! New
members, (5 new families/9 adults/11 children/50-60 in attendance!), great fellowship and much
learning! And now, they have found a place downtown that will hold their present numbers —~-Wow!
And just wait until you see their Three-Year Budget! It is Pastor Brice’s hope to organize very soon
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as a church! What a blessing and source of encouragement this should be to all of us from God, as
He continues to build His church! Yea, for all of this, dear brothers, has transpired, even as our dear
brother and sister, (Wes & Ginger), have had to struggle and fight against a deadly cancerous
disease! Praise His name for the positive report of late! May God provide for our dear brother and
his wife, and the brethren, as He, in His good time, provides for a Pastor to carry on the work of Rev.
& Mrs. Brice!

Talk about Energizer Bunnies - Do tell!

From the streets of Dickinson to the halls and boulevards of Minot, North Dakota, and the labors of
Pastor Phil Poe and company of Harvest Reformed Church! Again, what a blessing it is to hear how
that God continues to bless them with sweet fellowship and a strong desire to advance the blessings
of the Kingdom of God in Jesus Christ, yea, even in the midst of an ever fluctuating population, and
in the midst of battles for the truth of God’s word!

To hear of all that is going on within this church body, and the positive outlook in the midst of
conflict, and yes, after eight faithful years of service from Rev. Poe and his wife Karen, it truly does
bring tears of thankfulness over the goodness of God’s grace, and the faithfulness of God’s officer’s
at Harvest as they diligently and even zealously support their pastor, and assist him in doing the
work of ministering the gospel to God’s people, both young and old alike! Their joy in service which
exudes from Rev. Poe’s report, and their willingness to contribute to the brethren outside their little
circle is to be commended! They are indeed a true haven of rest for the weary, and a fountain of
truth for the lost and unlearned!

Now, staying within the borders of North Dakota, I next give our God much praise and glory for His
work in Ashley, N.D. through the newly installed pastor of Salem Reformed Church, and
“community pastor extraordinaire”, the Rev. Dave Irwin, along with his wife, Trina, who have been
there an entire year now! We praise God that Rev. Irwin has thrown himself into the work of this
church family, as well as into the entire community, as he has taken over the responsibility of
preaching at their local Nursing Home, and by teaching at the Nursing Home’s, Tuesday morning
Women’s Bible Study! Our brother also continues to bring the Lord’s love and grace with energetic
messages on the radio, which most likely, ministers to a whole lot of folks he may hear from only
sporadically!

Now though they suffered a great trial with the stroke and heart-attack of their faithful elder, Mr.
Ron Meidinger, who is slowly recovering, as well as loss of members from death, and erasure from
the rolls, the Lord saw fit to raise up a man to the office of elder, Mr. Charles Dockter! This again
shows God’s care for His people throughout these many trials and afflictions!

Moreover we see yet another example of a minister’s great concern for the future of the church, as
Rev. Irwin reports that there are zero, (0) younger families in the congregation, and that Liberalism’s
deadly doctrines, have not spared a little town like Ashley. I truly appreciate his desire to seek out
Reformed families from across the fruited plains and big cities of America, and perhaps beyond the
great ocean, that he, and Salem might be pleased to see a pilgrimage, an influx of such families who
wish to live a simpler life; a hard life indeed, but a life where the reformed faith, and reformed
families may live in joyful fellowship with one another! May God bring it to pass here in these
Northern Plains of the U.S.A.!

As we move further south, into the beautiful farm lands of South Dakota, our next stop is in the town
of Eureka, and the Lord’s work among the saints of Eureka Reformed Church, where the Rev. James
Grossmann is faithfully serving the Lord & His sheep. In regards to his report I was truly humbled
to my knees as our brother called for fervent prayer at the conclusion of his report, not only that, his
church family would be in prayer for him, his wife Michelle, and the family, as he seeks to continue
down the path for a Doctor of Ministry degree, but also that prayers would be lifted up on behalf of
the youth, for the entire congregation, and for outreach into this well-established city, and finally,
prayer for our entire denomination! This request is not a frivolous or just clichéd request, it is
absolutely vital for his, their, and our survival; and for the R.C.U.S. to thrive in the midst of these
evil days! Fervent indeed, we must all be, if we would see our God move! I appreciate always
hearing of the day to day — week-to week labors which Rev. Grossmann reports; For though they
may seem, to the foolish, blind and unspiritual eye, as little things or activities, and of not much
worth, they are indeed invaluable for the sheep of God’s hand! The Sunday sermons, the Sunday
school lessons and Bible studies, the funerals and visitations to the shut-ins, as well as all of the
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other duties he describes in his report are precious, and command the blessing of our covenant Lord!
His labors on behalf of the Classis and this first year President are also very much appreciated!

One note of sadness to report, is the closing of the Hosmer church. To this closure our hearts go out
to the brethren there, and to our greater church family, as a ‘closing’ always affects the gospel
witness in its area, and yea, the world at large. May God help us to remain ever faithful, diligent, and
on guard against all the wiles of the devil and our own tendencies, practices and what not, that may
lead to such a closure. Yet, we must be still, and know that He is God! And shall not the Judge of all
the earth do right?

Now moving back west a bit, and then up a tad, I come next to Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, (aka Rev.
Gonzales), and the report of the state of the beloved brethren of First Reformed Church in Herreid,
South Dakota. O how marvelous it is to hear and witness how that our God places His ministers
among the sheep of His choosing; and how that both together, grow up and mature in the faith, as
they work together toward a common goal - the advancement of the kingdom of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ; though maturing is at times, tough, as Rev. Schwichtenberg will report!

Yet, it is still always exciting and energizing to the soul to hear about the labors of our newer and
somewhat younger ministers! They are so full of hope and desire to see things done decently and
orderly, and according to God’s word, for God’s glory and the good of His folk! Again, it is evident
from Rev. Schwichtenberg’s report, that he stayed very busy during this past year, as he and Angie,
his wife, tackled the VBS program, and even saw some ‘outside’ children join with them!

Indeed then, the fact that they are able to reach out into this small community and mix and mingle
with all of these different folk, and to then, have a church full of youth, O man, do we all wish and
pray for the same, and so yes, we will indeed continue to pray for them!

The brethren of First Reformed have also increased their giving, and thus, in their participation in the
gospel ministry of the R.C.U.S. and beyond! This is always a blessing when a church stationed and
established out on the Northern Plains of South Dakota increases their giving to see the glorious glad
tidings of great joy spread, not only within their own community, but also throughout these United
states of America, and even unto the beloved brothers and sisters as far away as the Philippines and
Africa! A church who looks outward to see the gospel spread, will always receive of the Lord,
blessing upon blessing toward their own communion! Keep at it Rev. Schwichtenberg, and beloved
brethren of F. R. C.!

Next I come to the wonderful group of saints, First Reformed Church at Aberdeen, South Dakota,
and their brand new pastor, Rev. Hank Bowen, who was ‘mysteriously’ called, from out of
California, by our God, shortly after yours truly ... Hmmmm? But, as you will hear in his report, it
is apparent that our dear brother, and his wife, Patty, have once again, experienced and felt the
sovereign, marvelous, and yes, mysterious hand of the Lord, as He saw fit to return them back to the
Mid-west, and in particular, into the Northern Plains Classis! For it was then, with joy and gladness,
that after 15 years of faithful and dedicated service of Rev. David Dawn, and his wife, Colleen, and
family, that the church was soon able to gain a new under-shepherd! Rev. Bowen speaks of this
‘changing of guard’, as a great opportunity to redefine and develop a clear focus for the future of the
church family! Moreover, their desire to see a greater sense of community through fellowship
events, and to keep the congregation, as well as the city of Aberdeen, and surrounding areas aware
of, and in touch, in regards to all that is going on, will no doubt prove to be a boon for the
communion of the saints, and to the further growth of the church body!

Now their zeal to see the young people engaged in the work of the gospel as it looks outward is
commendable; yet, I am a little concerned with the language used to describe the reasons for this
‘outlook’; but I pray that this also improves their desire to serve within their own church fellowship,
and to take full advantage of the many areas they may still help, as young people, at First Reformed,
as they, will be, the next generation to take the reins! It is with this goal in mind that Rev. Bowen
also expressed a strong desire to see the ‘older’, yet younger families more involved, doing things
together as a family, in service to their Lord.

Again, it is always exciting and brings out fresh energy when there is a change of pastors, as it
should be; for each minister and family bring something different to the work of the gospel ministry,
and Rev. Bowen is already bringing forth a new vision and clarity to the First Reformed brethren! It
is to be noted as well, that the Consistory and the members, have themselves, taken up the ‘mission-
work baton’, and have seen to it that our Mission work in Dickinson has been well cared for, and
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fed! Now, with the Rev. Bowen finally in the saddle, they can move forward into seeing this work
organized and established as a vibrant family of God! May our Lord give wisdom, discernment and
endurance as they continue in this most blessed of opportunities for a local church to have, that is,
the establishment of yet, another reformed church family!

Now onto our newest member, Pastor-Elect, Licentiate, Michael Lassley, his wife, Amy, & family!
What a blessing for the folks of Covenant Reformed Church at Watertown, South Dakota, after
having gone through a great time of sadness with the death, and thus, tremendous loss of their
former pastor, the Rev. George Syms. But God in His mercy, and according to His perfect timing
and good pleasure raised up brother Lassley and has planted him among the saints of Covenant
Reformed Church!

As aresult, in his initial, or first ‘Parochial Report’, on behalf of the Consistory, brother Lassley
expresses a deep appreciation for the support of the Classis toward the saints here, and for the
faithfulness and diligent labor of the saints of Covenant in that the spiritual and temporal well-being
or condition of the church family is really healthy, whereby the Lord’s ‘stamp’ of approval is
evident!

For as you will hear, our brother has given himself wholly to the ministry, and is busy working on
Sunday sermons, a confirmation class, a bi-weekly Wednesday night adult Bible study, and a
Thursday afternoon women’s book study! The Lassleys are also looking forward to hosting a
monthly time of fellowship in their home, which always proves to be a time of profitable fun and
fellowship!

Covenant is also looking forward to working on various aspects of the gospel ministry for the
various generations within the body, as well as laboring more effectively to reach, nurture, and teach
Christ to the lost in their community! As always, we truly are thankful to the Lord of Harvest for
raising up men, (& their families) to take up the call to minister among God’s people! We must pray
fervently for our brother and his wife and family as they make this momentous transition into the life
of a minister. We must also pray for, and with our brothers and sisters of Covenant, as they seek to
adjust and serve alongside their new pastor!

This concludes my Presidential Report on the state of the Northern Plains part of the Reformed
Church in the United States! As you have heard, and will hear again, the labors go forward, the
afflictions, trials, disappointments, concerns, joys, and times of rejoicing continue on, as they have
since our Lord Jesus Christ’s resurrection, when He gave that “Great Commission” to His Church!
Seeing that He is always with us, the state of our church is safe, secure, and growing, though we
must always remain vigilant! Therefore may all of our labors bring glory to His name, and may He
continue to set Jesus Christ, as the preeminent One within our hearts and lives! Thanks for this
opportunity to address you.

Keep preaching & praying & plugging away my dear brothers!

Respectfully Submitted,  Rev. Paul H. Henderson

B. Stated Clerk's Report

Esteemed Brethren,
Thank you for the opportunity to serve you as your Stated Clerk over the course of the past year. I
will be reporting on my labors since our 32" Annual Spring Meeting of Classis.
Duties Performed:
1. Completed the Minutes from the 32™ Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis and
presented them to the 271* Synod of the Reformed Church of the United States. (There were a few
exceptions noted by the Committee on the Minutes of Classis, they are being corrected.)
2. Prepared the Abstract of the 32* Annual Spring Meeting of Classis and delivered copies of them to
the churches of the RCUS at the Synod meeting held in Kansas City, MO.
3. Prepared the Statistical Report, Stated Clerk's Report, as well as any items needed for this
meeting.
Correspondence Sent and Received:

1. Communication with the Elders of Hosmer Reformed Church requesting their answers to

the Article 81 Constitutional Questions.
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2. Aletter from the Stated Clerk of Synod regarding the documents to be submitted to the
churches prior to the next session of Synod.
3. Five items to the Stated Clerk of Synod:
Statistical & Membership Report for the NPC
Writ of Certification for Classis Delegates to the 271* Synod of the RCUS
Addresses of the Churches and Delegates of the NPC
Report of Changes
Four overtures from the NPC to the Synod of the RCUS
4. Three Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis sent via email and the US Postal
Service.
5.  Emails and correspondence to denominations with which we have fraternal relations,
inviting them to our stated meetings.
6. Communication with the Stated Clerk of the Western Classis of the RCUS receiving Rev.
Hank Bowen’s ministerial credentials.
7.  Communication with the Stated Clerk of the South Central Classis of the RCUS
transferring Rev. David Dawn’s ministerial credentials.
8.  Forms for Membership and Financial Statistics, as well as the Form for the Credentials of
Elders to Classis to the churches of the NPC to be completed prior to our 33" Annual
Meeting.
Respectfully Submitted,
James Grossmann

LN E

C. Report of the Executive Committee's Report of Synod
Dear Brothers in Christ,

In reviewing the minutes of the 271th Synod, there are some items that the Classes should take note
of:

1. Classes should take note of the corrections that should be made to their minutes as adopted by the
Synod (271st Abstract, pp. 99-100).

2. Both membership statistics and financial statistics should be according to the calendar year.

3. Standing rules #2 and #3 which respectively read: “The statistics of the Classes for the calendar
year shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk of Synod May 17; “The writ of certification for delegate
elders shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk May 1.”

4.That the Stated Clerk of each Classis regularly provide the webmaster, in electronic form, an
updated roll of ministers, elders, and churches following their spring Classis meeting.

5.Standing Ministerial Aid recommendation eight (2013 Abstract page 76), that pursuant to Article
28 of the RCUS Constitution, Classes shall not consider a pastoral call letter as “adequate support”
to the temporal needs of the called pastor, unless retirement is addressed and funded in the terms of
the call.

6.That treasurers of the various churches be reminded to comply with Synod standing rule eigh with
regard to designating for which fund the monies delivered to the RCUS are to be attributed.

7.The Classes are reminded that the 272nd Annual Session of the Synod of the RCUS is scheduled to
meet May 21-24, 2018, at Redeemer Reformed Church, Golden Valley, MN

Respectfully submitted,

David Fagrey, Stated Clerk, RCUS

D. Executive Committee's Report on the Minutes

Esteemed Brethren,

Three (3) circulars were sent out this past year and the following is a summary of that business.
Because no objections were received to the circulars, all the recommendations brought by the
Executive Committee became actions of the Classis.
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Volume 32, Number 1

The Northern Plains Classis convened a Special Meeting at 8:30 a.m. August 12, A.D. 2017 at
Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, SD for the purpose of examining Mr. Michael Lassley for
licensure.

The transfer of Rev. Henry Bowen's ministerial credentials was approved and he was received at the
special classis meeting.

The call of Rev. Bowen to be pastor of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, SD and Rev. Bowen's
acceptance of the call was approved.

Volume 32, Number 2

The installation service for Rev. Henry Bowen as Pastor of First Reformed Church was held on
August 27th, 2017 at 6:00pm at the First Reformed Church of Aberdeen, South Dakota.

The following served as the installation committee: Rev. Robert Grossmann, Rev. Herman Van
Stedum, and the elders of the First Reformed Church.

Rev. Herman Van Stedum gave the charge to the congregation, Rev. Robert Grossmann gave the
charge to the pastor.

Volume 32, Number 3

The call of Rev. Dawn to be pastor-emeritus of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, SD and his
acceptance of the call was approved.

Rev. Dawn will be transferred to the roll of ministers of the South Central Classis upon their
reception of him.

The installation service for Rev. Irwin took place February 25th at 7pm at Salem Reformed Church
in Ashley, ND. Rev. Schwichtenberg gave the charge to the congregation and Rev. Grossmann to the
pastor. The committee included Rev. Schwichtenberg, Rev. Grossmann and the elders of the Salem
Reformed Congregation.

Respectfully Submitted,

The Executive Committee

E. Treasurer's Report and Auditing Committee Report

See the Appendix of this Abstract for the Treasurer's Report.

X. Parochial Reports of Ministers

Parochial Report of Rev. Hank Bowen

Beloved Brothers,

Ephesians 1:7-12 In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according
to the riches of His grace ®which He made to abound toward us in all wisdom and prudence,
“having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to His good pleasure which He
purposed in Himself, ' that in the dispensation of the fullness of the times He might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven and which are on earth—in Him. " In Him also
we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all
things according to the counsel of His will, * that we who first trusted in Christ should be to the
praise of His glory.

Welcome to South Dakota. The path that our Lord Jesus sets us on is often marvelous and
mysterious. In 1983 I left Southern California for Sacramento where I first became acquainted with
the RCUS. In 1987 Patty and I headed off to Orange City, IA to attend Mid-America Reformed
Seminary as a student under the care of the Western Classis. It was a scary deal for these two
Southern California beach kids to venture into the “desolation” of the Midwest.

In 1990 I graduated and we returned to Northern California where I pastured a dual charge for eight
years before venturing into the even further northern region of the Midwest called Minnesota for five
years. Another return to California in 2003 resulted in a rude awakening that we missed the Midwest
for a span of 14 years. We were glad when the call came from First Reformed Church in Aberdeen.
This was a big year in the history of First Reformed Church. After 15 years of faithful service, the
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Rev. David Dawn retired at the end of June from the active pastorate due to health constraints. The
congregation showed its appreciation when it voted to grant Rev. Dawn the status of pastor emeritus
in honor of his faithful service to the Church of our Lord Jesus Christ.

There is always concern in such times of who will be the next pastor and how to find the one that the
Lord has in mind. But Paul reminds us that the Lord works all things according to the counsel of His
will, and in that we can find comfort and also reason for patience in our waiting upon the Lord.
However, in this case, the Lord moved quickly and in His good providence the circumstances were
all lined up that a call came to Rev. Hank Bowen, who accepted the call and was able to assume
pastoral duties the first Sunday in July immediately after Rev. Dawn’s last service. God’s providence
is an interesting thing as it was in the mid 1980’s when Rev. Dawn and Rev. Bowen both served as
elders in the Sacramento Covenant Reformed Church. In about the same year Rev. Dawn took the
call to Ashley, and Rev. Bowen headed off to semiary.

The move of Pastor and Mrs. Bowen from California was not without its hurdles but by the end of
August everything had pretty much fallen into place and the transition was in full swing.

While the first half of the year was business as usual for the most part, the installation of a new
pastor provided an opportunity to redefine and develop a clear focus for the future of First Reformed
Church. The consistory is dedicated to the goal of nurturing a greater degree of energy and liveliness
within the worship and service of the ministry for First Church.

In particular there are two areas that a good deal of attention and energy are being allocated to. First
is the desire for a greater sense of community within the church through fellowship events and
communication avenues. At the top of the list has been the construction of a new website. The goal is
to develop the website into an active working tool for the church to utilize. Already there are many
using the church Facebook page effectively. We now live in a day where the number one tool for
reaching out to those looking for a church is through the social media mechanisms. So this is a very
important piece of the overall structure of Church outreach into the community.

The second area of focus is a desire to reach out and enliven our ministry amongst our younger
members. Service to God in one’s youth is a biblical priority God sets before us. But what do you do
as a younger Christian when the traditional structure of the Church seems to limit or exclude one’s
service to simply attending Sunday morning worship service? As such, this question is being
addressed and steps are being taken in a couple of areas.

Recently TASC was introduced. Teens Actively Serving Christ is an organization that includes
Reformed Churches from both the URCNA and RCUS. It is designed to open a door of opportunity
for the High School and College age members to be active in service through both fellowship and
service oriented projects. While in the initial stages the development of TASC will be focused on the
group’s activities here in Aberdeen, there is the hope that this maybe a ministry that nurtures greater
interaction with Christians from other churches as well.

A second area of focus will be on encouraging greater involvement amongst our younger families in
the 25-40 range. At this point, the focus has been more on planning some events for get-togethers,
but in the future there will be more discussion toward introducing a home-builders group that gets
together around serving Christ through the family.

The ladies of the church are also striving to become a more active and inclusive ministry within the
church. This past year they changed their name to Women of Faith to capture their desire for the
group to encourage all of the ladies to joyful fellowship and greater service through the church.
There is now a discussion about beginning an informal men’s time to promote fellowship and study
areas relevant to male leadership responsibilities in the church.

Along the same lines the Adult Sunday School has been renamed Coffee Chat with a format to
encourage more interaction and discussion verses a lecture style. As this year opens we are
attempting a very aggressive Bible Proficiency Project with the goal of reading through the Bible
this year and having a general discussion of the week’s readings in Coffee Chat to enhance our
familiarity with the Bible.

There has been time dedicated to reevaluating our training of the youth in Sunday School and
Catechism. This will be an on-going process and the need to develop a unified curriculum that
coordinates Sunday School, Catechism and VBS will be taken up in this coming year.

The lifting up of our voices in praise to God in song is a vital and God-given blessing for God’s
people. We are greatly blessed to have Becky Mehlhoff, Tina Ramm and Patty Bowen all of whom
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willingly use their talents in playing piano and organ to enhance our praise to God. This is another
area where there is a revived effort to raise the joy level in our congregation as Elder Haak seeks to
encourage the use of the choir to bless us in the area of worshipful music. A fifth Sunday evening
hymn sing was also initiated as an opportunity for the church family to come together in song.

The membership of the church has been steady around 93 communicants and 21 covenant children.
There were several families added to our rolls this past year, and one was added to the communicant
membership through confirmation. There was one covenant baptism.

Over this past year three members were called home to be with the Lord. We would also note the
passing of Milbert Kappes who was in our midst and who for years had served the Leola
congregation as an elder on the joint-consistory. Dismissed to our Sioux Falls congregation were
Rev. and Colleen Dawn, Phoebe, and Matthew Dawn. There were five members removed from the
rolls by erasure.

We were privileged to have the Rev. Herman Van Stedum and Dr. Robert Grossmann for the
Installation Service for Rev. Bowen. Both men have a storied history with First Reformed as well as
being Pastor Bowen’s mentors. It was a unique and good time of familial fellowship and worship.
Rev. Travis Grassmid from Zion RCUS in Menno was our Missionfest pastor and a great time of
worship and fellowship was enjoyed.

Our mission work in Dickinson continues to prosper under the supply work of Rev. Wes Brice. This
past year they moved into a larger facility which doubled the size of the facility, but it is already
showing signs of becoming crowded. They began the year with 13 communicant members and five
unconfirmed members, and they have since added nine communicant members and 11 unconfirmed
members to their roll. The consistory has been active in a search for the next permanent pastor, and
there are a few possible candidates.

We are thankful to the members of our consistory who have continued to dedicate their time to
oversight of the work in Dickinson on top of their diligent work in Aberdeen. They are to be
commended for their tireless labors in oversight of the congregation and their wisdom in seeking to
effect changes where there is a desire to do more to the honor and glory of our God.

So what lies ahead in the year to come? Whatever God has ordained is the short answer, but always
in recognition that it is also incumbent upon us to labor in the work of building Christ’s church. May
God grant us wisdom, commitment and perseverance as we seek to expand the Kingdom of heaven
here in Aberdeen. May our joy be full in the Lord Jesus Christ.

Your pastor,

Rev. Hank Bowen

Parochial Report of Rev. Wesley Brice

This is the beginning of my third year here serving in the pulpit at First Reformed Church in
Dickinson. This past November I was diagnosed with cancer in the liver and have been undergoing
chemo treatments. December was the first month of treatments it was the hardest but now the
treatments are leveling off for which I am most grateful. I do want to express my appreciation to the
congregation here in Dickinson as they have been most supportive of both Ginger and me during this
time. It has been an active year for me with several membership classes along with the normal duties
of the pastorate; completed preaching a series from 1 and 2 Peter for morning worship. Also on
special occasions sermons for resurrection Sunday and then a series of sermons on the issues and
doctrines of the Reformation leading up to the 500" anniversary of Martin Luther’s nailing of the 95
Thesis on the door of the church in Wittenberg, Germany.

Now referring back to the membership classes, we had the great privilege of receiving five new
families into membership. Nine adults and eleven children were added to our communicate
membership and baptized rolls. One family from a Baptist background joining provided for us the
opportunity to engage in a household baptism as exampled for us in Scripture. I can truly say that
God has certainly blessed the efforts of serving here in Dickinson this past year. Also at this time we
now have five students in our Confirmation Class.

We are pleased to announce that we have had to move into larger quarters and are presently meeting
in a building in the old downtown district of Dickinson; making it possible to have a Sunday evening
Bible Study in our own building instead of meeting in the church building in Taylor.
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My prayer and hope for this congregation is that we might become an organized church in the
RCUS. We are thankful that once again this year we will be lowering the amount of our aid from
both Classis Home Missions and Synod Home Missions. We know that it is God alone who adds to
His church and we do beseech your prayers in our behalf that God, in His good providence, will
continue to add new members to His church here in Dickinson.

It has been a great pleasure for me to see God working in the lives of individuals; encouraging them
in their faith, instructing them in the great Biblical doctrines of the Reformed Faith. For all the
blessing we have known; to God alone belong all the glory and thankful praise.

Yours in His service,

Wesley Brice, Pastor, First Reformed Church, Dickinson, North Dakota

Parochial Report of Rev. James Grossmann

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers

Paul says in Philippians 1:9-11, “?And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in knowledge and all discernment, "that you may approve the things that are excellent, that
you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ, "being filled with the fruits of
righteousness which are by Jesus Christ, to the glory and praise of God.”

It has been a joy and privilege to to serve the brothers and sisters at Eureka Reformed Church
over the past year as God's minister. I have been blessed to preach for 50 regular worship services,
Good Friday, Ascension Day, Thanksgiving, and our Christmas Program. My sermons have been
largely in series format from the books of Mark, Romans, Exodus, I Timothy, and II Samuel. We
have held worship at the Eureka Health Care Center on the fourth Wednesday of each month. On
most months, I provided a devotion for our Ladies Aid. I have also lead Bible Studies on the first
and third Sunday of most months from a study written by Rev. Mark Vander Hart reviewing the first
11 chapters of Genesis. I was privileged to serve as a counselor and give a lecture at our Heidelberg
Youth Camp this July.

Over the past year, we hosted a number of funerals, losing only one member to death; we sorrow
at the loss of Ida Opp. At the same time we rejoice in God's promise to His people of Eternal Life.
We also lost Ruby Beck after she moved to Ashley. At their request, we erased Emily Buckmiller
(Kauk), Judon Mettler (Mehlhaff), Laura Schaeffer, Jamie Fischer, and Colby Beck. We rejoiced in
the baptism of one covenant child, Joanna Grossmann. With these changes, our membership stands
at 107 communicant and five baptized members.

We have celebrated the Lord's Supper four times this year, on each occasion, shut-in communion
was offered to our shut-ins in the Eureka Health Care Center, the Assisted Living and to those in
their own homes. A total of 80 members or 70% of our members partook of the Lord's Supper this
year.

We were privileged to hold Vacation Bible School again this summer. Our numbers were
smaller this year because First Reformed Herreid decided to host their own VBS this year. However,
we bounced back to 22 students, a drop of only seven from last year. Thank the Lorp! We are
humbly thankful to those who contributed their time and efforts to make this possible. Please join
me in praying for the young people who have been attending and for the opportunity to impact our
community through this ministry again this summer. This year we were short of teachers through
providential circumstances. We have been using material written by Edmund Clowney for our VBS,
it is excellent.

Our Sunday School has been bolstered by three young men whose family that does not attend
our church. I am excited for the opportunity of outreach, it is an answer to our prayers for outreach
opportunities. Praise the Lorn! Opportunities come with challenges, how do we maintain our
primary focus on training our covenant children in the things of the Lorp while at the same time
being used for evangelism. I believe our Sunday School Teachers are doing their best in this
situation.

I rejoice that we were able to replace the sanctuary windows and the front and side doors of the
church. I pray that these will be used of God to lower our expenses and make us able to apply more
of our offerings to outreach and the spreading of the Gospel.

My duties as Stated Clerk of the Northern Plains Classis continue; they have been similar to
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previous years. My assistance of other congregations has been far less than in previous years, due to
the fact that our local pulpits were all filled within a month of our Spring Classis meeting. As
always, I pray that I have accomplished an acceptable job for the glory of our Savior and for the
extension of His Church. On all of these items, I request your prayers that I may be able to balance
my labors for Classis and Synod with faithfully ministering to God's Church here in Eureka.

I have recently taken the course work for the fifth of eight courses on a path for a Doctor of
Ministry degree. Most of these courses, while taxing, have been helpful and of great application to
my ministry. I am greatly intimidated by the prospect of writing a D.Min. Project, something I must
begin soon. At this point it seems that the project will be in the area of Pastoral Counseling.

I continue to encourage the brothers and sisters of the congregation in Eureka to prayer for the
church. Prayer for the pastor, prayer for the youth, prayer for the whole of the congregation, prayer
for outreach, prayer for our denomination. In all things we need to be seeking the gracious face of
our God for His guidance and blessing. James 4:2, ““...Yet you do not have because you do not ask.”
I encourage them to pray that God would use us to bring God’s Gospel to those around us. We pray
that He would use the broadcast of our worship services, our VBS, our Mid-Winter Conference and
other opportunities He would supply to bring His word to our community. We pray that God would
use that word by His Holy Spirit to change hearts and call people to Himself.

May God richly bless Eureka Reformed Church in the Coming Year.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev James Grossmann

Parochial Report of Rev. Paul Henderson

Beloved Brothers and Fellow Servants of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Over this past year, these were just some of the things I heard about Pierre, from its residents:

A nice place! A good place to raise a family! A friendly place! A good city, or State to live in, if you
like to work! A healthy place! Indeed, a great place to live if you like to fish and hunt!

Then also I heard: Just a cow-town! The middle of no-where city! The abyss! A government town! A
budget driven town! A high cost of living town! A Wal-Mart only town! The no night life for young
people town! The city businesses come to die! The no-work force city! The 95% of mom’s working
town! The young people moving away from city! The leading in the polls, “suicide state”.
Depressing? Scary? Fearful? Trembling? Troubled? Yup! Yup! & Yup times two = six yups!

And You, O God, want to build a church here? You want to see Your Gospel Kingdom established
and flourishing here? Yes, brothers, and fellow soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, this is the plight of
Pierre, the plight and calling of Hope Reformed Church in Pierre! So what a calling! What an
awesome privilege we have! Yea, and indeed, what a challenge it is then, to wage spiritual warfare
against many of these notions, bents, and characteristics that plague the Pierre mind-set!

Truly then, like you all, in your respective charges, or congregations, and the cultures in which they
reside, the saints of Hope Reformed Church, under the guidance, care, and oversight of the Elders of
Hope, continue to fight this good fight of faith, trusting in, depending upon, and looking to the
Author & Finisher of their faith, hoping and praying and laboring such that His kingdom will be
preserved and certainly increased, as well as defended against all enemies of Christ and His bride,
until He returns on the clouds of glory, to take His beloved Bride with Him, into glory!

It is with this introduction that I now give to you, my fellow servants of Christ, “... a full account of
the spiritual and temporal condition of Hope Reformed Church, and of the labors of the pastor....”
2017 began for the Hendersons, with 8° temps/8 inches of snow, a new church family, a relatively
new parsonage, and a new President of the United States of America! Now as important as it is,
having a new President for America, it is much more important for me to acknowledge, and to praise
God for, the hard work done, and monies spent, by all the saints here, to see the parsonage cleaned
up, remodeled and made ready for us! We are very grateful for their loving work toward making the
house a home!

Moreover, Hope’s elders, Mr. Brian Davis and Mr. Matt Fickbohm, along with Pastor Emeritus Bill
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Haddock, not only during the interim, but also, throughout the year, have performed their callings
unto the Lord, such that during those in-between times, as well as throughout this first year, the
saints have truly been well cared for and blessed. We are really beginning to gel and become more
focused!

Yet, one aspect of the ministry that concerns me is that we do not as yet, have an ordained Deacon or
two, to round out, and assist the Elders in the work of the church. For though our Elders do
magnificently, doubling in their labors as, “Deacons”, this biblical office is vital for a church family
that it might function as a, ‘complete Consistory’, and church body. Therefore please pray earnestly
that our God would see fit in His mercy to raise up a man or two to serve in this capacity. [Acts 6:7]
Thankfully, the members pitch in to help with the work here, and this really and truly manifests the
grace & love of God; and it shows that they are all in this good fight of faith together!

But perhaps the greatest challenge thus far for me spiritually speaking, was Hope’s temporal
condition; I had to come to grips that we are a very small group, as small as a few of our fully
funded Mission works, and yet, here we are, waging spiritual warfare with the gospel resources, gifts
and abilities which God has thus far provided!

Our temporal condition is this: (which is truly a sign or result of the spiritual condition - Matt. 6:
21)_ We have approximately 11 - 15 contributing members. If you look at our income for this year -
$53,693 (that’s $13,000 more than 2016!); this means that Hope’s members, more or less, gave, on
average, a combined $4, 130.00 per month. They have truly increased their giving unto the Lord!
Now though we had an unexpected ‘outside’ contributor, who was helping us, still, once again,
though it was challenging, God has shown Himself to be our faithful Provider, Sustainer and Giver
of every good and perfect gift!

Moreover throughout the year, the saints continued to use their gifts to be a blessing to the
congregation, which of course, speaks well of Hope’s spiritual condition. Our pianists, Dennis,
Joyce, Melinda, & Tina, have greatly assisted us in the worship of our God! Also our Sunday school
teachers have been faithful in their duties; Darla Fickbohm, Eileen & Brian Davis, Joyce Goehring,
and Linda Bentz; thus our covenant children have been absolutely blessed! Likewise we are thankful
that our Lord made it possible, through Mrs. Bentz, to have a Sunday service at the Senior Lincoln
Apartments once a month.

We also give thanks that Hope Reformed continued, through the labors of M & H Fickbohm, to be
the ‘backbone’ of the Heidelberg Youth Camp; To this end, our Church Family Rummage Sale was a
success in providing further resources for our camp!

Furthermore during this year, the Lord has blessed us as a church family with the addition of a sweet
covenant child, Will Fickbohm, the son of Matthew & Heather Fickbohm, brother of Jaina
Fickbohm, and the grandson of Alan & Darla Fickbohm! Then later in the year, we received another
blessing when we witnessed the confirmation of Miss Melinda Henderson, as she gave a good
profession of her only comfort in life and death, the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! Praise be to His
glorious Name!

Also this past year, the saints of Hope enjoyed our Mission Fest speaker, the Rev. Richard Stetler, as
he brought God’s word to bear on our ‘mission call’; Also we were blessed by the Reformation
Conference and some insightful lessons, as Dr. Kevin Carroll, of Heidelberg Theological Seminary
led a series of interesting talks & discussions about the influences, God used to propel this great
historical event! These activities are always beneficial to the saints here, and we pray, may be used
of our God, to advance His kingdom among the citizens of Pierre. We must continually pray: “Thy
kingdom come!”

Finishing up with this aspect of Hope’s spiritual condition, we also have a Women’s Bible Study led
by sister Bentz, which has been faithfully meeting once a month, studying a book on Philippians, by
Sinclair Ferguson. Our youth fellowship on Wednesday evenings has certainly been refreshing! Our
Church Family enjoyed a Christmas Program & Potluck Meal! Our monthly Potluck meals continue
to be a source of sweet fellowship and feasting, especially as Hope uses “Papa-bear” sized plates or
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trays! Our Church family is therefore very grateful to all of the ladies and gents who prepare such
tasty, bountiful meals!

Now as in regards to my preaching and teaching, please note that during our Sunday worship
services I have preached series of sermons on Matthew 18, on Philemon, Jonah, Nahum, on prayer,
on giving; and a ‘variety’ of single shot rifle ones, for the different seasons. We are currently in Titus
during the worship service. For our Sunday school, we have completed a series on the “Providence
of God”, “Grief & Dying”, and now we are in the Gospel according to Mark. For our Wednesday
evening Bible Study, we have gone through I Corinthians 13; looked at a few Proverbs, and then
finished with Colossians. For Catechism, I have one student, my son Travis, whom I have enjoyed
watching grow in the Lord over the past year! He truly has a heart for God. Also, I was privileged to
preach Eureka’s Mission-Fest services and fellowship with Pastor Grossmann and family, and the
saints there, as we ate a delicious Mission-Fest meal! It was good to visit with, and enjoy the
brethren of Eureka!

So, it is to this end that I preach, and pray, and plug away! Indeed, this is what enables me to
encourage the saints there with the words of the psalmist when he wrote or directed God’s people to
sing: Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples!
Sing to Him, sing psalms to Him; Talk of all His wondrous works! Glory in His holy name! Let the
hearts of those rejoice who seek the LORD! Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face
evermore!” Ps. 105: 1-4

As far as reaching out to the Pierre community, my personal modus operandi, or strategy is pretty
basic and simple. Be friendly and befriend! Then, engage, pray much, and just get to know my
neighbors, and the folks I now live among. I do not engage in politics, per say - nor do I join the
various clubs or social orders of the town. I support causes & events I deem affordable, doable and
proper before the Lord. Though I must tell you, that I did attend the new Star Wars movie with the
Governor of South Dakota. Well, at least we sat in the same row together!!!

In any case, as my family and I make our home here in Pierre, we seek to be good witnesses of
God’s grace in our lives, such that my goal as a husband, as a dad, and, as the pastor of Hope, is to
encourage one and all, to speak a word of the Lord’s behalf! To put in a good word for the Lord who
saved us! That is, simply to let our lights - our lives in Christ - our thankfulness in Christ - to so
shine, that others may not only ask us the reason for the hope we have within us, but especially that
they might see our good works (our day to day living - Col. 3: 17-25), and glorify our Father in
heaven! We invite many to come and visit us at Hope, and we pray by His good pleasure, that they
will someday come!

So yes, my esteemed brothers in the Lord, throughout all of the sadness’s, the loss of loved ones, the
surgeries, sicknesses, hospital visits, trials and afflictions, the joy and the gladness, and all of the
prayer requests made by Hope’s members, and answered by their gracious Lord, I feel as though we
all have grown a little closer to Him, & hopefully, toward one another, such that the communion of
saints is improving, and the church family is growing!

Therefore, also then, the spiritual condition is good, though we all know, that there are always more
areas, more of our lives, and ever new situations which face us, that are always in need of reforming!
Praise His Name!

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Paul H. Henderson

Parochial Report of Rev. Dave Irwin

Dear Brothers in Christ Jesus,
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Jesus assures us with His words, “Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's good pleasure to give
you the kingdom.” (Luke 12:32); and we rest assured that for all our efforts and work in the church,
it is Christ who guarantees our success, because He Himself is the one who has established and
continues to build His Church, as he reminds us, “...I will build My church; and the gates of hell
shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18b)

It has been my honor and privilege to serve the saints at Salem Reformed Church in Ashley, ND over
the past year since last Palm Sunday, ministering in word and sacrament. My wife Trena and I
moved to Ashley in early April, and I began preaching the following week. In ministering the Word
in 2017, I have been privileged to lead 40 worship services in our church, including our Ascension
Day Service, and the Christmas Program. My sermons have largely been from the Gospel of John,
with some forays into Matthew, Acts, I Corinthians, and the Psalms, as well as various portions of
the Old Testament during the Christmas season. We also celebrated the Lord's Supper four times this
year (three times where I officiated — June 18, October 29, and December 17).

I have also been preaching once a month at the Nursing Home in Ashley at their Friday afternoon
chapel, and also became the teacher of the Tuesday morning Women's Bible Study at the nursing
home. I officiated over two funeral services in 2017, and have been involved with premarital
counseling for a young couple in our community. Nursing Home visitations have been going well,
especially after I took on the weekly Bible study there.

On our radio program, “Start the Week” (which airs on KSJB AM 600 every Sunday morning at 7:45
am), I produced 30 programs in 2017. These programs mostly expounded passages from Mark,
Matthew, Psalms, and Paul's Epistles. During the month of October we had five radio broadcasts on
the Five Solas in honor of the 500" Anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. We've had some
good response to the “Start the Week” program from listeners across the region.

In addition to the radio ministry, our Sunday morning worship services continue to be broadcast over
the local access cable TV channel within the Ashley city limits. In the month of July, I also preached
at a former UCC church in Wishek, ND, and delivered a lecture on “Thy Kingdom Come” at
Heidelberg Youth Camp. At other times in the year, I have also preached at the RCUS churches in
Herried and in Eureka, including at Herried's MissionFest services. For our own MissionFest
services on October 15®, we had Rev. Wes Brice from the Dickinson, ND work come and preach for
us on “The Sure Word of God” from II Peter 1:19-21.

The year 2017 held some difficult moments for us at Salem Reformed. In late September, one of our
Elders, Ron Meidinger, suffered a stroke and heart attack. Ron is still recovering from his stroke,
and in the meantime, he has stepped down from serving us as an Elder. We saw the loss of five of
our members at Salem Reformed this past year — three of whom were called home to be with the
Lord; and two who were erased from the rolls (including former elder Tim Rott). We had no
baptisms and no confirmations in 2017. I ask that you continue praying that the Lord of the Church
would be pleased to build His Church, in part by adding to our congregation's numbers. So far in
2018, we have elected, ordained, and installed Charles Dockter to serve as Elder in the congregation.
We've also gained one member by transfer, lost one member by transfer, and lost one member
through death so far in 2018.

Some of the big challenges in Ashley include the fact that we have no young families in our
congregation, and that makes it difficult to attract other young families to join us. Theological
Liberalism has sapped the strength of the Gospel in many of the churches in our area. The old
ideology that teaches that all churches supposedly need to be unified under one Liberal banner,
united by sentiment rather than the Word, still holds sway in the hearts and minds of many. And, the
size of our community here in Ashley is shrinking — in 2017, there was a funeral, on average, once
every other week. Even the larger churches in town are starting to feel the pinch from a loss of
members. In my opinion, one thing that would help tremendously would be a new influx of
Reformed families into the town, both to build up the church, and to bring new industry to the
community. If anyone has been toying with “the Benedict Option,” but doesn't really want to
withdraw from society, there's plenty of room in Ashley for new families!

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Dave Irwin

Pastor, Salem Reformed Church

Ashley, ND
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Parochial Report of Rev. Phil Poe

Esteemed Brothers,

In April I will be starting my eighth year as pastor of Harvest Reformed Church in Minot. We have
had our ups and downs in terms of attendance and giving, in part due to the fluxuating population in
Minot and surrounding area. However, I can truly thank our covenant God for the continuing good
relations between pastor, congregation and Consistory. By God's marvelous grace we have been
able to “keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” (Eph. 4:3)

Our Spiritual Council had to deal with a divisive theonomist in our membership. We adomonished
him both face to face and in letters to cease and desist for the sake of the unity in the body. He
finally informed us that he could not keep his beliefs to himself and felt compelled to spread his
message. Since this went directly against the admonishments of the Consistory, we had to Judicially
erase his name from our rolls. Thankfully, his family still attends and we continue to pray about the
situation. I want to thank Rev. David Dawn for his guidance throughout.

In 2017 I began a Sunday morning series of sermons on the Book of Acts. A few weeks ago we
finally reached Chapter 15 in Luke's lengthy narrative. I decided it was time for a break and hit
“pause”. I have now begun a series of messages on “The Lord's Prayer” and plan to return to Acts
soon. Our men's midweek Bible Study finished the Book of Daniel. In light of the challenge from
theonomy, Elder Jim Snyder volunteered to lead a mid-week study (opened to the entire
congregation) on “Christian Reconstruction, Dominionism, and Theonomy.” The goal is not just to
teach the people about theonomy, but to establish in everyone's minds what is the real mission of the
Lord's Church under the new covenant and the Great Commission. I believe this to be of vital
importance. Elder Snyder is very thorough in his preparation, and we should conclude probably in
May 2018.

Our next Men's Bible Study we will be reading and discussing Jerry Bridges' popular book,
“Respectable Sins.”

On Sunday evenings, I have been focusing on Old Testament history. We are currently in the Book
of Judges. (So much to preach and teach and so few years left!)

In 2017, three of our young people completed the course on the Heidelberg Catechism, having
memorized the answers to every question. The three were Cody Fuchs, Hunter Fuchs, and Leanne
Milam. All three were confirmed upon profession of faith. Presently, I have two catehumens, Ethan
Dockter and Savannah Milam. Both are progressing quite well.

Two men, Jacob Rau and Sam Hoverson, were added to the church membership by profession of
faith. This was cause for great rejoicing!

Again, I must express my gratitude to Elder Snyder and Deacon Elton Dockter for their work on the
Consistory. They are truly faithful and conscientious men. Thinking of the need for future
leadership, I am hoping to offer training to a young man who shows potential in this area.

We were blessed in 2017 to have as our Mission Fest preacher, Rev. Wes Brice from Dickinson. He
was accompanied by his wife, Ginger. It was a real pleasure to have them as our guests. Rev. Brice
led a Saturday morning men's prayer breakfast and preached twice on Sunday. This year we plan to
have Mike Lassley and his family from Watertown, SD for Mission Fest Sunday.

Rev. Robert Grossmann preached twice in early November for our Reformation Confernce. He
preached on Luther, Zwingli, and Calvin as Reformers and on the doctrine of justification. The
people enjoyed having Rev. Grossmann among us.

We continue to meet on the Lord's Day morning at the Grand Hotel while we are looking for our
own property. Our commodius parsonage furnishes ample space for all of our other meetings.

We sent six to HYC this past year with Jeremy Dockter & Jeff Milam serving in the kitchen. The
women of the church had their first Mother/Daughter luncheon and sent $50.00 to the Congo for the
purchase of chickens. I rejoice the most for the giving of this congregation toward world missions.
We continue to send $100 to Westminster Biblical Missions monthly and $50.00 a month to the
Philippines to aid Rev. Nap Naarug. To God be the glory!

May God continue to bless the future of Harvest Reformed Church in Minot as He has in the past.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Phillip E. Poe
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Parochial Report of Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

Esteemed brothers in the Lord Jesus Christ,

In Acts 20:28, it says, “Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood.”
This is a wonderful verse that describes the great duty that pastors and elders have in the watching
over of God’s people. When I remember that the people I oversee have been purchased by the blood
of Christ, it produces in me great joy and fear. Great joy in the sense that I have the privilege to
preach and teach for the glory of God and the benefit of His church, but also great fear because I
know how far I fall short in my duties as a pastor. This year has been a reminder to me that in any
success or failure that I might experience in the ministry, I must not rely upon myself, but trust in the
Lord. He is my strength and help in a time of need. Which honestly is all the time.

Now that I have been at First Reformed Church for almost a three years, I have come to know the
congregation personally. They are my friends and family whom I love. The Lord has put me in the
perfect place to grow and learn how to be a pastor. Though many in the congregation have opened up
to me, I long to get to know them more and more, for the more that I get to know them personally,
the better I will be able to preach the Gospel of Christ to them. The congregation has been patient
with me, and I have done my best to be patient with them as well.

As a church, we realized that it was important to extend the Gospel out to our community. For many
years, First Reformed Church has not had a website. The consistory has determined that it would be
best not to pursue a website at this time. Instead, we have created a public Facebook page and
updated our church information on various websites such as Google, Yelp, and Yellow Pages. This
was a free option to help us be more visible on the internet for people in the surrounding area. Also,
we broadcast sermons on Facebook and the local TV station which reaches towns that are about 60-
70 miles away. The broadcasts are not only for the community, but also for our shut-ins. We want
them to still be connected to the church even though they are physically unable to attend worship.
When it comes to our youth, we have been doing our best to help grow fellowship and learning
beyond the Catechism and Sunday school classrooms. For a second year in a row, First Reformed
Church had a Reformation Day party where the children played educational games to further their
understanding on the Reformation. Also, we were able to start up our own Vacation Bible School.
Along with our youth, a number of children in the community joined us in these activities. Angie and
I were given the opportunity to help out with the community VBS as well. Angie led the music
program for the 2" straight year, and I was able to pick out the teaching material. We are not sure if
this opportunity will be extended to us this year, but if the Lord would keep that door open, we want
to strengthen the youth’s understanding of God and the Bible, even if they do not attend First
Reformed Church.

One area that has improved over the years is giving. In a span of five years, giving to the Synodical
and Classical dues has increased, though there is still a need for improvement as we do fall short of
paying our Synodical guidelines. Financially, we are better off than we were three years ago which
has encouraged the congregation to give more than in previous years.

In adult Sunday school, we continue to work through Norman Jones” workbook on the Heidelberg
Catechism while the children study the life and teachings of Jesus from the Gospel accounts. A
couple and their young daughter has joined us for worship and Sunday school in the recent months
which has been an encouragement for the congregation. In our current Bible studies, the men are
going through The Mystery Unfolded by Edmund Clowney, and the women are going through
Discovering the Fullness of Worship by Paul E. Engle. In worship, I have preached through the
Gospel of Mark, Proverbs, Psalms, and a Christmas series through Matthew Chapter 2.

Do continue to pray for me and the members of First Reformed Church. By God’s grace, the church
is full of youth and has opportunity for future growth. With the Psalmist I say, “For You, O LORD,
have made me glad by what You have done, I will sing for joy at the works of Your hands.” (Psalm
92:4)

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg
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XI. CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO ELDERS

The President asked the Elder delegates that were present the Constitutional Questions from Article
81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the United States. The following are the questions
that were read and the answers that were given:

1. Are the doctrines of the Gospel preached in your charge in their purity, agreeably to the word of
God? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

2. Is careful attention given to the instruction of the youth for confirmation, the reception of
members into the Church, and the Christian nurture of the members? All Elder delegates answered
Yes.

3a. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is visitation faithfully performed? All Elder
delegates answered Yes.

3b. In providing spiritual nurture for the congregation, is Christian discipline faithfully exercised
according to the Constitution? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

4. Are the sacraments of Holy Baptism and the Lord's Supper properly administered in accordance
with the constitution? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

Sa. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the apportionments for the Classis
paid according to the Guidelines for Giving? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

5b. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies sent promptly to the
Classis treasurer? ~All Elder delegates answered Yes except the Elders from Minot and
Watertown.

Sc. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are the apportionments for the Synod
paid according to the Guidelines for Giving? All Elder delegates answered Yes except the Elders
from Ashley, and Herreid.

5d. In providing for the furtherance of Christian stewardship, are these monies sent promptly to the
Synod treasurer? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

6. Are the church records properly kept? All Elder delegates answered Yes.

7a. Is the temporal contract between minister and people fulfilled in your charge? All Elder
delegates answered Yes.

7b. Is the temporal contract between minister and people adequate to meet his temporal needs? All
Elder delegates answered Yes.

The president instructed the Stated Clerk to communicate with the consistories of Eureka, Herreid,
and Hosmer to provide a signed document containing their answers the Article 81 Questions, to be
circularized. The answers received from Eureka and Herreid are reflected here.

XII. REPORT OF NUMERICAL & FINANCIAL
STATISTICS

See the Appendix of the Abstract for this Report.

XIII. READING OF THE STANDING RULES

The Standing Rules were read by the Stated Clerk.
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XIV. REPORTS FROM CLASSIS FRATERNAL
DELEGATES

Rev. Grossmann presented an oral report on his visit to the April 3-4, 2017, concurrent classis
meeting of the Manitoba Classis of the Canadian Reformed Churches with the Classis Central of the
United Reformed Churches of North America, which met in Sioux Falls, SD. Take Note.

XV. ADDRESS AND/OR REPORTS OF
FRATERNAL DELEGATES & VISITORS

Brother Jacob Kuik of the Manitoba Classis of the Canadian Reformed Churches addressed the
body, bringing their greetings.

Rev. Grossmann read fraternal greetings from Classis Central of the URCNA.

XVI. REPORTS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES

There were no Special Committees to give a report to the body.

XVII. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Please Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in their final,
amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise indicated.

A. Education, Publications, & Student Aid

Your committee received the following items:
Item #9: Heidelberg Youth Camp (Permanent) Committee Report
Item #3: Interchurch (Permanent) Committee Report
Joint Camp Committee Report

Your Committee makes the following recommendations:
Recommendation #1, To approve Matthew Dawn’s care status be moved to the
South Central Classis.
Recommendation #2, that the Northern Plains Classis overture Synod for Student aid for
Matthew Dawn in the amount of $5,200 for two semesters. (This may be a duplicate
request)
Recommendation #3, With Regard to the Matthew Dawn's student under care report, Take
Note.
Recommendation #5, HYC Report #1: The dates of camp are as follows: July 23-27,
2018; July 22-26, 2019; July 20-24, 2020; July 19 — 23, 2021; & July 18 — 22, 2022,
Take Note.
Recommendation #6, HYC Report #2: that congregations be encouraged to donate items
or money to HYC to help reduce the cost of registrations. Take Note.
Recommendation #7, HYC Report #3: that congregations are encouraged to identify and,
as they are able, assist families in their midst that may financially struggle to send their
children to HYC. Congregations that would like to assist families in other
congregations and congregations that may need assistance to send children to camp  are
encouraged to contact the HYC Director at hycdirector@gmail.com. Take Note.
Recommendation #8, HY C Report #4: That the Budget, including registration fees, for
HYC 2018 be approved.
Recommendation #9, HYC Report #5: That the [HYC] Report as a whole be
adopted.

Rev. William Haddock, Rev. David Irwin, Elder Charles C. Dockter
That the stipend of the Northern Plains Chronicles editor remain at $200 per year.
That we appoint Rev. Haddock as Northern Plains Chronicles editor for 2018.
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B. Services & Interchurch

Recommendation #1 That the Northern Plains Classis Thank the host congregation of

Hope Reformed Church of Pierre, SD

Recommendation #2Regarding the Interchurch relations committee report, Take Note.
Rev. David Irwin, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Charles C. Dockter

C. Examinations & Licensure

We received the permanent Candidates and Credentials committee report.

Recommendation #1 — That Lic. Lassley has been asked to prepare for an ordination examination in
the following areas:  Theology Proper, Anthropology, Soteriology, Historical Philosophy,
Apologetics, and English Bible. Take Note.

Recommendation #2 — That we are looking for a time in early Summer in which we can gather for
Lic. Lassley’s exam. We are thinking about sometime in June. The final date will have to be
circularized. Take Note.

Rev. Philip E. Poe, Rev. James Grossmann, Elder Jim Snyder, Elder Rod DeJong

D. Excuses

Your committee received the following items:

Items # 6, 7, & 12, excuses from Elders Glenn Opp, Earl Mehlhaff, Nathan Arbach, and David
Vander Vliet.

Recommendations:

#1, That Elders Glen Opp, Earl Mehlhaff, Nathan Arbach, and David Vander Vliet be excused from
all meetings of Classis.

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Elder Charles C. Dockter

E. Finances, Benevolences, & Ministerial Aid

Your committee received the following items:

Item #4: Overture from Hope RCUS on behalf of Mrs. Norman Jones.
Item #11: Overture from Covenant RCUS on behalf of Mrs. George Syms.
Report of the Auditing (Permanent) Committee.

The following reimbursement requests: First RCUS (Bowen) $162.00
Eureka RCUS (Grossmann) $36.00
First Chapel (Brice) $261.00
Harvest (Snyder) $293.40
Covenant (DeJong) $171.00
First-Herreid (Schwichtenberg) $99.90
Salem — (Dockter) $144.00

Your committee makes the following recommendations:

1. With regards to the reimbursement requests for the ~ Spring Meeting, that all be granted in the
total amount of $1,167.30.

2. With regards to item #4, that the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture Synod of the RCUS for
ministeral aid of $1,400 per month on behalf of Mrs. Norman (Lena) Jones.

3. With regard to item #11, that the NPC Stated Clerk be directed to overture Synod of the RCUS for
ministeral aid of $1,400 per month on behalf of Mrs. George (Debbie) Syms.

4. With regard to the permanent auditing committee report, Take Note.

5. That the Classis budget $600 for Sermon Audio for 2018 and that pastors be encouraged to use
this resource.

6. That the Eureka Foundation be established as the Missions Seed Fund.
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7. That the dues for 2018 be set at Classical Dues: $15 ($6 decrease), Missions Dues: $50
(no change), and $5 for the Mission Seed Fund (new).

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Hank Bowen, Rev. James Grossmann, Elder Matthew Fickbohm

F. Judicial

Your committee received the following:
Item #2 from the First Reformed Church, Aberdeen.
Item #8 from James Grossmann
Item #10 from First Reformed Church, Aberdeen

Your Committee brings the following recommendations:
Recommendation #1, With regard to Item #2 the committee recommends that the Northern
Plains Classis adopt a rotational basis for hosting Classis in alphabetical order. Should a
congregation not be able to host, The Executive Committee would determine where Classis
meeting would be hosted.
Recommendation #2, With regard to Item #8, the committee recommends sending his
overture back to James for further elucidation of the concern. Take Note.
Recommendation #3, With regard to Item #10, the committee recommends that the
Northern Plains Classis overture the 272™ Synod of the RCUS to re-establish the calendar
year as the basis for the synodical fiscal year.

Rev. Philip Poe, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, Elder Doug Haak, Rev. Wes Brice

G. Missions

Recommendations:

1. That Classis provide missions support in the amount of $10,800 for the First Reformed Chapel of
Dickinson for the year 2019. (A 10% reduction of $3,400 from 2018.)

2. That Classis overture the 272nd Synod of the RCUS for home missions support for First
Reformed Chapel of Dickinson in the amount of $10,800 for the next Synodical Year. (A 10%
reduction of $3,400 from last year. Classis is matching this amount.)

3. That the Classis fund 75% of the costs for Ashley’s radio broadcast, “Start the Week”.

4. That the Classis budget $2,000 for travel expenses to be used by the consistory of the First
Reformed Church in Aberdeen to visit Dickinson.

5. That the body have a discussion about the progress of the work in Dickinson and the future of
missions in the NP Classis.

Rev. Hank Bowen, Rev. Paul Henderson, Elder Jim Snyder

H. Nominations

That the 2018 Permanent committees of the Northern Plains Classis be as follows:
Auditing: Haddock, Davis
Camp: Fickbohm, Grossmann, Bowen, Arbach
Candidates & Credentials: Poe, Bowen, Snyder, Schwichtenberg, DeJong
Christian Education and Publications: Irwin, Opp, Haddock
Diaconal: Brice, Dockter, Opp, Sapp
Executive: Henderson, Grossmann, Fickbohm
Home Missions: Schwichtenberg, Haak, DeJong, Poe
Interchurch Relations: Grossmann, Irwin, Henderson, VanderVliet
Assistant to the Clerk: Haak




Abstract of the Minutes — 2017 Annual Meeting 35

XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND OTHER
BUSINESS

A. Expression of Appreciation to the hosting congregation

That the following expression of thanksgiving be printed in the abstract and in this Sunday's bulletin.
“The Delegates of the 33rd Northern Plains Classis sincerely Thank the beloved saints of Hope
Reformed Church of Pierre, South Dakota for their Christian generosity and hospitality in hosting
us. We will remember the gracious provision which God has granted through your generosity.
Thank You!”

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk's Report, Executive
Committee's Minutes, and Overture Committee's
Reports

The Stated Clerk's Report, Executive Committee's Minutes and Overture Committee's Report were
all adopted by the Northern Plains Classis.

XIX. Reading of the Minutes

On Tuesday morning, March 13th, the minutes on part of the previous session were read and
corrected. The President declared the minutes from the previous session to be approved as read and
corrected.

At the end of the business meeting, the minutes for the day were read and corrected. The President
asked, “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since there were no objections, he declared the
minutes approved as corrected.

XX. Adjournment

Elder Fickbohm moved that the Classis adjourn to the 34" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern
Plains Classis to begin on March 11", A.D. 2019 at 1:00pm, at First Reformed Church of Aberdeen,
South Dakota.

The Classis adjourned at 11:59am on March 13, A.D. 2018.

A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed eight ministers, five elders, and one licentiate present for a total of 14, a
quorum.

B. Devotions
Elder Fickbohm closed the meeting by reading from John 13:31-35.

C. The Apostles' Creed, Lord's Prayer, Benediction and
Doxology

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles' Creed and the Lord's Prayer. The President
pronounced the Benediction and lead the Assembly in the singing of the Doxology.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Rev. James W. Grossmann, Stated Clerk

APPENDIX
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Treasurer's Report

Statement of Financial Position — Year Ended December 31%, 2017

2017 2016
Total Total
Current Assets:
Cash $ 25621 $ 22717
Certificates of Deposit
Classical S 1,000 S 1,000
Foundation S 6,534 S 6,515
Total Assets: S 33,155 S 30,232
Current Liabilities: S - S -
Total Net Assets S 33,155 S 30,232

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Statement of Activities — Year Ended December 31%, 2017

Donor 2017 2016
Dues: Unrestricted Restricted Total Total
Classical Dues S 8,106 S - S 8,106 S 8,295
Home Missions Dues (restated) 17,767 - 17,767 19,376
Total Dues Revenue: 25,873 - 25,873 27,671
Other Income:
Interest: Classis 11 - 11 12
Interest: Home Missions - - - 2
Interest: Foundation CD 20 - 20 19
Other Remittances - - - 123
Total Other Income: 30 - 30 157
Total Income: S 25,904 s - S 25,904 $ 27,828
Expenses:
Home Missions:
First Reformed - Dickinson S 14,199 s - S 14,199 $ 17,600
Start the Week Radio 2,595 - 2,595 2,575
Travel - Aberdeen Mission Oversight 355 - 355 425
Travel - Classical Mission Oversight - - - -
Sermon Audio 479 - 479 480
Total Home Missions: 17,628 - 17,628 21,080
Meetings:
Spring Meeting Mileage 1,548 - 1,548 1,316
Special Meeting (August 2017) Mileage 1,798 - 1,798 -
Total Meetings: 3,346 - 3,346 1,316
Diaconal Aid:
Elder Rau - - - 3,000
Total Diaconal Aid: - - - 3,000
General Operating:
Stipends - Standing Rule 13 900 - 900 900
Ordination Travel 501 501 -
Executive Travel - - - 517
Interchurch Travel 194 194 -
Candidates & Credentials Travel - - - 285
Abstracts - Printing & Mailing 200 - 200 253
General 211 - 211 228
Total General Operating: 2,006 - 2,006 2,182
Total Expenses: S 22,980 S - S 22,980 S 27,578
Transfer of Funds
Monies designated for Dickinson - - - 123
Total Transfers: - - - 123
Change in Net Assets: S 2,923 S 127
Net Assets, Beginning of Year (As of December 31st) S 30,232 S 30,105
Net Assets, End of Year S 33,155 S 30,232

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Statement of Fund Balance — Year Ended December 31, 2017
FUND
Home Classis 2017 2016
Missions Business Total Total
Beginning Cash S 9,542 S 13,175 S 22,717 S 20,609
Beginning CD - 1,000 1,000 3,000
Total Beginning 9,542 14,175 23,717 23,609
Income:
Dues 17,767 8,106 25,873 27,671
Interest - 11 11 15
Total Income 17,767 8,117 25,884 27,686
Expenses:
Dickinson 14,199 - 14,199 17,600
Diaconal Aid - - - 3,000
Start the Week 2,595 - 2,595 2,575
Travel 355 4,041 4,396 2,542
Stipends (SR 13) - 900 900 900
Sermon Audio 479 - 479 480
Abstracts - 200 200 253
NPC Editor - 200 200 200
Supplies - 11 11 28
Total Expenses 17,628 5,352 22,980 27,578
Ending Cash 9,681 15,940 25,621 22,717
Ending CD - 1,000 1,000 1,000
Total Ending S 9,681 S 16,940 S 26,621 S 23,717

The Notes to these financial statements are integral to the statements.
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Note 1: The Classis operates on a calendar year fiscal year (January 1 - December 31).

Note 2: Beginning in calendar year 2012 the Classis implemented accrual basis accounting. Accrual
basis accounting focuses on matching expenditures and revenues of the period to which they pertain.
The financial activity of the Classis through January 31st, 2017 was evaluated to determine to which
period the transaction applied.

Note 3: Accrual basis accounting includes the recognition of revenue not yet received and an amount
determined to be uncollectible. As the Classis requires all dues to be received no later than
November 30th, no recognition of dues not received is deemed necessary and has, therefore, not
been performed.

Note 4: The Classis holds two Certificates of Deposit with BankWest of Pierre, SD. The terms of
each are as follows:

Payment
Fund Amount Date of Issue Maturity Renewal Annual vield Frequency Interest Treatment
General $  1,000.00 March 23,2017 March 23, 2018 Automatic 0.55% Every 3 months Deposited to General Fund
Foundation S 6,534.40 March 23,2017 March 23, 2018 Automatic 0.55% Every 3 months Deposited to General Fund

Note 5: The Classis collects dues from congregations for both Home Missions and Classical Funds.
The following schedule reports the dues actually received from congregations for 2017:

Congregation Members Type of Dues Remitted Full Remittance (Variance Received

Aberdeen 97 Classical S 2,037 S 2,037 S - On-time

97 Home Missions 4,850 4,850 - On-time
Ashley 28 Classical 588 588 - On-time

28 Home Missions 282 1,400 (1,118) On-time
Dickinson 13 Classical 273 273 - On-time

13 Home Missions 650 650 - On-time
Eureka 111 Classical 2,331 2,331 - On-time

111 Home Missions 5,550 5,550 - On-time
Herried 54 Classical 1,113 1,134 (21) On-time

54 Home Missions 2,650 2,700 (50) On-time
Hosmer 13 Classical 273 273 - Late

13 Home Missions 235 650 (415) Late
Minet 28 Classical 588 588 - Late

28 Home Missions 1,400 1,400 - Late
Pierre 18 Classical 378 378 - On-time

18 Home Missions 900 900 - On-time
Watertown 25 Classical 525 525 - Late

25 Home Missions 1,250 1,250 - Late

Classical Total $ 8,106 § 8,127 § (21)
Home Missions Total § 17,767 S 19,350 § (1,583)

Respectfully Submitted,

Matthew Fickbohm, Treasurer, Northern Plains Classis
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2017 Membership & Financial Statistics

Aberdeen Hosmer

(Includes (2015

Dickinson)| Ashley | Eureka | Herried lnumbers) Minot
Number of Elders 4 2 3 2 2 1
Number of Deacons 3 3 2 1 1
Communicants Last Year 110 28 m 54 13 28
Received — Confirmation 1 0 0 0 0 3
Received — Transfer 5 1 0 0 5
Received — Profession 2 1 2 0 0 1
Total Received 8 3 0 0
Total Old & New 118 29 114 54 13 37
Lost — Dismissal 4 0 0 0 1
Lost — Erasure/Discipline 5 2 1 0 1
Lost — Death 3 3 1 0 0
Total Lost 12 5 2 0 2
Total Communicants This Year 106 24 107 52 13 35
Unconfirmed Members 30 0 5 1 0 9
Total Baptized Members 136 24 112 63 13 44
Number of Families 51 20 66 30 1n 17
Children in Sunday School 32 0 7 n 0 6
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized 1 0 0 0 0
Total Baptisms this Year 1 0 0 0 0
Members' Lord's Supper 105 18 80 46 0 35
Lord' Supper Observed 8 4 4 3 0 12
Receipts — Sunday Offerings $158,494| $35,442| $111,033| $62,705 $0 $73,026
Receipts — Special Offerings $5,617|  $4,617 $0| $18,472 $0 $7,758
Receipts — Other Sources $32,007| $2,609] $28,661 $0 $0 $9,910
Total Receipts $196,118 $42,668 $139,694| $81,177 $0  $90,694
Budgeted Synodical Funds $23,628| $3,117| $27,576| $8,999 $0 $7,092
Budgeted Classical Funds $7,810, $1,378 $7,881| $3,763 $0 $1,988
Non-Guideline Causes $794 $250 $0 $535 $0 $5,500
Non-RCUS Benevolences $190 $0 $0 $175 $0 $3,600
Other General Expenses $68,108| $46,800] $77,424| $57,375 $0| $63,217
Total Disbursements $102,300, $51,545 $112,881| $70,847 $0  $81,397
Value of Church Buildings $350,000, $25,000] $250,000| $40,000 $0 $0
Value of Parsonage $45,000| $45,000[ $100,000| $25,000 $0 $300,000
Property Improvements $0| $3,177| $39,396 $0 $0 $0
Present Property Debts $37,722 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Debt Paid Last Year $7,826 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
Synod Giving per Communicant $215 $111 $248 $167| $0 $253
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Totals Totals
Pierre | Watertown 2016 2017 |Difference |Dickinson
Number of Elders 2 2 18 18 0 1]
Number of Deacons 0 1] 14 14 0 0
Communicants Last Year 18 25 396 387 -9 13
Received — Confirmation 1 0 7 5 -2 0
Received — Transfer 3 0 4 14 10 0
Received — Profession 0 0 10 6 -4 0
Total Received 4 0 21 25 4 0
Total Old & New 22 25 417 412 -5 13
Lost — Dismissal 0 2 11 8 3 0
Lost — Erasure/Discipline 0 0 5 14 9 0
Lost — Death 0 0 14 8 -6 0
Total Lost 0 2 30 30 0 0
Total Communicants This Year 22 23 387 382 -5 13
Unconfirmed Members 6 6 63 67 4 9
Total Baptized Members 28 29 450 449 -1 22
Number of Families 12 11 216 218 2 9
Children in Sunday School 5 4 50 65 15 16
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized 1 0 5 3 -2 0
Total Baptisms this Year 1 0 5 3 -2 0
Members' Lord's Supper 22 21] 87.60%| 85.60% -1.99% 13|
Lord' Supper Observed 6 5 38 42 4 4
Receipts — Sunday Offerings $53,693 $74,111| $528,253| $568,504 $40,251 63636
Receipts — Special Offerings $8,062 $2,550  $31,711| $47,076 $15,365 2088
Receipts — Other Sources $2,944 $0| $82,533| $76,131 -$6,402 31716
Total Receipts $64,699 $76,661) $642,497| $691,711 $49,214 97440
Budgeted Synodical Funds $3,349 $6,340|  $71,460] $80,101 $8,641 3172
Budgeted Classical Funds $1,278 $1,775 $27,105| $25,873 -$1,232 923
Non-Guideline Causes $868 $2,550 $4,974|  $10,497 $5,523 0|
Non-RCUS Benevolences $2,090 $0 $2,564 $6,055 $3,491 0|
Other General Expenses $55,688 $30,909| $501,019| $399,521| -$101,498 98205
Total Disbursements $63,273 $41,574| $607,122| $522,047 -$85,075 102300
Value of Church Buildings $112,000 $0| $802,000| $777,000 -$25,000 0
Value of Parsonage $98,000 $150,000, $763,000| $763,000 $0 45000
Property Improvements $0 $3,436| $10,000] $46,009 $36,009 0
Present Property Debts $0 $0 $0| $37,722 $37,722 37722
Debt Paid Last Year $0 $0|  $17,214 $7,826 -$9,388 7826
Synod Giving per Communicant $186 $254] $180 $207 $27 244
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Standing Rules

Organization

The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the second Monday in March
and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it has been disposed.
(2009)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and these
proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names
appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an election on
the first ballot, only the names with the two highest totals of votes shall be candidates
until there is an election.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting of Classis
shall, before the date of the meeting, send the answers to the questions placed before the
elder according to Article 81 of the Constitution. This copy shall be signed by all the
elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated Clerk.

Correspondence

The statistics, Credentials of Elders to Classis and the Mailing Addresses of Delegates to
Classis shall be forwarded to the Stated Clerk by February 1st. (2010, 2012)

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and Special committees of Classis
shall be completed and mailed or emailed to the Consistories of all the Churches by
February 15th before the Spring Meeting of Classis. Parochial reports from all Ministers
and Licentiates are to be sent to the President by February 15th before the Spring Meeting
of Classis. Excuses for these requirements are to be made by written request to the
Executive Committee of Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two
weeks before the meeting of Classis. (2012, 2014)

Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis shall be
circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the Executive
Committee of Classis concerning constitutional matters and procedures, as provided in
Article 91, the answer shall, if the request is in order and in written form, be presented in
written form and relevant only to the item in question.

All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of white paper measuring 8.5
inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Financial

The Classical dues shall be due on the first of November and are to be paid not later than
the 30th of November of the current year. (2013)

The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern Plains
Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each fund.

The President of Classis shall receive two hundred dollars ($200.00), the Stated Clerk
shall receive five hundred dollars ($500.00), and the Treasurer two hundred dollars
($200.00) for the Classical year. (2008, 2013, 2014)
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Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose congregations have
paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and those delegates who have
attended all sessions or have been properly excused by Classis.

The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for Classis business, at the
mileage rate established by the Synod in its standing rules. When distance and time
require public travel on public transportation to and from Classis, or for Classis business,
they shall be granted full fare. (2007, 2017)

Examinations

It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the ministry and
before installing ordained ministers from other denominations, to require no less than an
eight month internship for them under the supervision of a pastor of the Classis who has
served in the Reformed Church in the United States for at least five years. During this
internship particular emphasis shall be placed upon learning the peculiarities and
practices of the RCUS. This internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after
the candidate has received a call or is licensed. (2010)
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