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But how are they to call on him in whom they have not
believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone
preaching? And how are they to preach unless they are sent?
As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who
preach the good news!"

Romans 10:14-15
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES
SPRING MEETING
MARCH 5-6, 2007
WATERTOWN, SOUTH DAKOTA

CLASSICAL GUIDELINE FOR GIVING
Classical Dues $8.50
Missions  $38.00
Total $46.50

OFEFICERS OF CLASSIS
PRESIDENT: REV. DAVID DAWN
VICE- PRESIDENT:. REV. TRACY GRUGGETT
STATED CLERK: ELDER RoOD DEJONG
TREASURER: ELDER RALPH KUSLER

PERMANENT COMMITTEES OF CLASSIS
(Underline indicates chairman)

AUDITING
D. Dawn, J. Bender, D. Haak

CAMP
S. Richert, R. Stetler, K. Lorentzen, A. Fickbohm

CANDIDATES & CREDENTIALS
T. Gruggett, W. Haddock, T. Rott, Snyder

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION & PUBLICATIONS
W. Haddock, M. McGee, R. Abbink, R. Beck

DIACONAL
D. Clark, M. Kappes, K. Lorentzen

EXECUTIVE
D. Dawn, R. DeJong, R. Kusler

HOME MISSIONS
M. McGee, L. Johnson, A. Dockter, L. Goehring

INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
L. Johnson, R. Stetler, M. Kappes, L. Neifer
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Ministers of the Word
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PH. 605-437-2739
Email: ljohnson@valleytel.net

McGee, Rev. Michael (Harvest RCUS, Minot)
124 22" Str. SW, Minot, ND 58701
PH. 701-838-8393
Email: mcgeenme@srt.com

Richert, Rev. Steven
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Stetler, Rev. Richard
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Email: hrstetler@valleytel.com
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Kappes, Milbert (Oranien RCUS, Leola)
10368 357" Ave., Long Lake, SD 57457
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PO Box 121, Butte, ND 58723
PH 701-626-7655
Email: dakotakeith@srt.com

Neifer, Leroy (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer)
11704 343" Ave, Hosmer, SD 57448
PH 605-577-6604

Ochsner, Vern (First RCUS, Herreid)
10118 309" Ave., Herreid, SD 57632
PH 605-437-2772

Rott, Tim (Salem RCUS, Ashley)
4865 100™ St SE, Ashley, ND 58413
PH 701-288-3767

Snyder, Jim (Harvest RCUS, Minot)
2300 19™ Ave. NW, Minot, ND 58703
PH 701-838-7083

Email: jbsnyder@nd.gov
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Secundus Elder

Abbink, Ron (Covenant RCUS, Watertown)
1016 N. Arrow Ave., Watertown, SD 57201
PH 605-886-9557
Email: rabbink@wat.midco.net

Bentz, Darrell
31848 108" St, Artas, SD 57437
PH 605-437-2317

Dockter, Allen (Harvest RCUS, Minot)
14700 125™ St SE, Sawyer, ND 58781
PH 701-624-5707
Email: dockters@srt.com
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PH 605-224-0358

Hieb, Jere (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer)
515 Samara Ave, Volga, SD 57071
PH 605-627-9306

Kusler, Ralph (First RCUS, Aberdeen)
1322 S. 8" St, Aberdeen, SD 57401
PH 605-225-1242
Email: mjkusler@abe.midco.net

Meidinger, Ron (Salem RCUS, Ashley)
615 Center Ave, Ashley, ND 58413
PH 605-437-2262

Ochsner, Tom (First RCUS, Herreid)
31178 104" St, Herreid, SD 57632
PH 701-288-3374
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CHURCHES

Aberdeen, SD 57401. ... 605-225-6120
First RCUS, 9th Ave. and Dakota S. St. (Mail: 1002 Diamond Str.)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:00 AM
Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Colleen)

Ashley, ND 58413.........cccoeiiieirieinieie e 701-228-3682
Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave. SW (Mail: PO Box 345)
Worship: 9:00 AM
Pastor: James Grossmann

Denhoff, ND 58430.......ccccovcviviiiiiieeecrie et 701-626-7655
Kassel RCUS, 14 miles N. and 3% miles W. of Denhoff
(Mail: PO Box 121, Butte, ND 58723)
Worship: 10:00 AM

Eureka, SD 57437-0276.........cccevvviiiieiseieesiseseesessaanens 605-284-2396
Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 456)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:15 AM
Pastor: Richard Stetler

Herreid, SD 57632.......cccoiiiiirnieinseeees e 605-437-2414
First RCUS, 601 Main St (Mail: PO Box 316)
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School: 11:00 AM
Pastor: Lee Johnson (wife, Jenny Jo)
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CHURCHES (CONTINUED)

HOSMEK, SD 57448.......oooeoieeeeeeeeeee et
Hosmer RCUS, 2 blocks south of the water tower (Mail: 11704 343" Ave)
Worship: 11:00 AM
Pastor: James Grossmann

Le0la, SD 57456.........cccveirieerieesieesieie e 605-577-6679
Oranien RCUS, Hwy. 10 and Burtis
(Mail: 1002 Diamond Str., Aberdeen, SD 57401)
Worship: 11:00 AM
Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Colleen)

MiINOt, ND 58701......cccccvriiriiirinierieesieeseese s 701-838-0605
Harvest RCUS, 5200 7th. Ave. SW
(On Highway 2, 1.5 miles west of the Highway 83 bypass)
Worship: 10:30 AM & 6:30PM; Sunday School 9:15 AM
Pastor: Michael McGee (wife, Jennie)

Pierre, SD 57501L.......cciiiiieieerieieeese s 605-945-1070
Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield (Mail:105 Lakeview Dr)
Worship: 9:30 AM; Sunday School: 10:45 AM
Pastor: William Haddock (wife, Ferne)

Watertown, SD 57201L......c..coooiiniiiiiiee e 605-882-9704
Covenant RCUS, 905 7" Ave. NE (Mail: 434 30th St. NW)
Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School: 11:20 AM
Pastor: Tracy Gruggett (wife, Michelle)
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES

Special Meeting
September 15, 2006
Eureka , South Dakota

I. SERVICES

The Special Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at 9:00
A.M. on Friday, September 15th, 2006, at Eureka Reformed Church of
Eureka, South Dakota. Mr. Richard Stetler led the Assembly in
devotion. He started with a prayer, then scripture reading from Psalm 1,
and exhorted from this passage. He concluded the exhortation with a
prayer, and closed the devotion by having the body sing hymn number
427.

Il. ORGANIZATION

President L. Dale Clark called the assembly to order. The roll was
called following the devotion. There were 7 ministers, and 9 elders
present, a quorum. The President defined the bar of the house as being
the first 6 pews on either side of the church. The President appointed
Rev. Steven Richert and Elder Keith Lorentzen as tellers.

I1l. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA, ORDERS OF THE DAY, SPECIAL
ORDERS

The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted by the
Classis.

IV. WELCOME & SEATING OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES;
WELCOME & SEATING OF VISITORS

Elder Jere Hieb, Elder Daryl Bentz, Elder Ferdy Opp, and Elder Richard
Stetler were seated in the bar of the house and were given the privilege
of the floor. The President welcomed James Grossmann to the meeting
as an observer.

V. ANNOUNCEMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Examinations & Licensure: Gruggett, Haddock, Dawn, Rott, Kappes

Excuses & Overtures: Richert, Clark, ElderMineot, DeJong

Finances, Benevolence, and Ministerial Aid: Johnson, Lorentzen,
Roggenkamp, Fickbohm

Missions: McGee, Jones, Kusler, Ochsner

Note: Strike-through names are deletions and italic names are additions.
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VI. SPECIAL ORDER

The Special Order of the Classis was to examine Mr. Richard Stetler for
Licensure.

VIl. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES

Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports
appear in their final, amended form, and were adopted unless
otherwise noted.

A. EXAMINATION AND LICENSURE

Recommendation #1 — that the licensure examination of Richard Stetler
be sustained.

Recommendation #2 — that Classis approve the call of Eureka Reformed
Church to Licentiate Richard Stetler.

Mr. Richard Stetler read aloud the Formula of Subscription for
Licentiates, and signed & dated the form. The assembly rose and
extended the right hand of fellowship.

Recommendation #3 — that Licentiate Richard Stetler undergo a nine
month internship overseen by Rev. David Dawn.

Recommendations #4 — that in the ordination exam of Richard Stetler,
the Candidates & Credentials committee give emphasis to the
following areas:

e History of Philosophy,
e Apologetics,

e Sacraments,

e And Church History.

Recommendation #5 — that by unanimous consent we suspend the rules
of order to discuss another matter.

The assembly unanimously consented to suspend the Rules of Order.
Since there was no objection, the Rules of Order were suspended for
the next 3 recommendations since these were not part of the circular
call for the Special Meeting.

Recommendation #6 — that the Northern Plains Classis designate
James Grossmann to be temporary supply in the Ashley and
Hosmer charges until the spring meeting of Classis 2007, at which
time he will undergo licensure examination.

-13-
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Recommendation #7 — that Student James Grossmann undergo a nine
month internship overseen by Rev. Tracy Gruggett, to start the date
he becomes a student under care.

Recommendation #8 — that the Clerk of Northern Plains Classis request
that South Central Classis transfer James Grossmann’s status as
“Student under Care” to the Northern Plains Classis.

Rev. David Dawn, Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Rev. William Haddock, Elder
Tim Rott

B. & D. EXCUSES & OVERTURE COMMITTEES
Your committee received the following:
1. An excuse from Elder Allen Dockter.
2. An excuse from Elder Jim Snyder.
3. An excuse from Rev. Michael McGee.
Your committee makes the following recommendations:

Recommendation #1 — that Elder Allen Dockter be excused from all
sessions of the Special Meeting.

Recommendation #2 — that Elder Jim Snyder be excused from all
sessions of the Special Meeting.

Recommendation #3 — that Rev. Michael McGee be excused from the
sessions of the Special Meeting that he missed.

Rev. Richert moved that Classis express its gratitude to the Ladies of
Eureka Reformed Church for their work in providing substance to the
members of the special meeting and that this expression is read or put
in the bulletin this coming Sunday. Seconded. Carried.

C. FINANCES, BENEVOLENCE, AND MINISTERIAL AID

Recommendation #1: that the delegates to Classis be reimbursed at the
following rates:

Miles Total

Rev Dale Clark 444 $88.80

Rev William Haddock 280 $52.00
Rev Steven Richert 472 $94.40
Elder Tim Rott 65 $13.00

Elder Keith Lorentzen 396 $79.30
Rev Tracy Gruggett 340 $68.00
Rev. Michael McGee 486 $97.20
$492.70
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Recommendation # 2: That Mr. Richard Stetler be reimbursed $280.00
for 1,400 miles he traveled at the request of Classis.

Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder David Roggenkamp, Elder Keith Lorentzen,
Elder Allan Fickbohm

E. MISSIONS
Your committee has the following recommendations:

Recommendation #1 — that Great Falls, MT, be viewed as a viable town
for a future Mission work by the Northern Plains Classis. Take note.

Recommendation #2 — that the Home Missions committee be directed to
stay in communication with our current contacts in Great Falls, MT.
Take note.

Recommendation #3 — that a “Tent Making” Regional Home Missionary
for Great Falls, MT, not be approved by Classis at this time. The
committee recommended to take note. Rev. Johnson moved to
amend this recommendation by having a tent making ministry in
Great Falls, MT, and this amendment was passed by Classis.

Recommendation #4 — that Rev. Dale Clark be called as the Regional
Home Missionary for Great Falls, MT, with a one year commitment
renewable each year for up to three years, when it will be re-
evaluated by Classis. Take note.

Recommendation #5 — that the Northern Plains Classis cover the
moving expenses for Rev. Dale Clark and his family from Eureka,
SD, up to the amount of $2500, provided he is not covered by
another entity.

Grounds: See decision of the 260" Synod of the RCUS, page 82,
Recommendation #11 of the Benevolence Committee.

Rev. McGee moved that Rev. Clark be designated by Classis as
Regional Home Missionary to Great Falls, MT, and this was defeated.

Recommendation #6 — that the Northern Plains Classis designate $1250
per month for the remainder of this Classical year for the purpose of
advertising, office supplies, and securing a location to meet for
worship in Great Falls, MT. Ruled out of order.

Recommendation #8 — that the request from Rev. Richert to begin a
church plant in Brookings, SD, be denied at this time. Take note.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Michael McGee, Rev. Norman Jones, Elder Ralph Kusler, Elder
Tom Ochsner
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VIIl. READING OF THE MINUTES

The minutes were read and corrected. The President asked, “Shall the
minutes be now approved?” Since there were no objections, he
declared the minutes approved.

IX. ADJOURNMENT

The Classis adjourned to the 22" Annual Spring Meeting of the
Northern Plains Classis at 7:50 P.M.

A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed 8 ministers and 8 elders present.
B. Devotions

Elder David Roggenkamp led the Assembly in devotion with a reading
from Psalm 49:1-12 and concluded with a prayer.

C. The Apostles ' Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction

The Assembly stood and united in reciting the Apostles’ Creed and the
Lord’'s Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction.

Rodney S DeJdong
Stated Clerk, Northern Plains Classis
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES

Spring Meeting
March 5-6, 2007
Watertown , South Dakota

I. SERVICES

The 22" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened at
1:03 P.M. on Monday, March 5", 2007, at Covenant Reformed Church of
Watertown, South Dakota. Rev. Dale Clark led the Assembly in a devotion.
He started the devotion with hymn #463, “A Debtor to Mercy Alone”, then read
1% Chronicles 29:1-19, and prayed. Rev. Clark exhorted a sermon on the text,
and concluded the devotion with prayer.

On Monday evening at 7:30 P.M., the Classis met for a worship service with
the congregation of Covenant Reformed Church of Watertown, SD. Rev.
David Dawn conducted the worship service and Lic. Richard Stetler exhorted a
sermon entitled “The Character of God’s Elect” using Colossians 3 as the text.

On Tuesday, March 6™ at 8:30 A.M., the Northern Plains Classis opened its
session with a devotion led by Student James Grossmann, first by singing hymn
#533 and used 1* John 2:15-23 as the text.

Il. ORGANIZATION

Following the devotion on Monday, President Clark called the assembly to
order. The roll was called and there were 6 ministers, 1 licentiate, and 8 elders
present; a quorum. On Tuesday, March 6", the roll was called at the beginning
of the meeting which showed 7 ministers and 8 elders present. The President
defined the bar of the house as being the first 6 pews of the church. The
President appointed Elder Ralph Kusler and Elder Alan Fickbohm as tellers and
appointed Rev. Lee Johnson the Reformed Herald reporter.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

President: Rev. David Dawn
Vice-President: Rev. Tracy Gruggett
Stated Clerk: Elder Rod DeJong
Treasurer: Elder Ralph Kusler

After the election of officers, the Classis thanked Rev. L. Dale Clark for his
work as President.
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I11. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA, ORDERS OF THE DAY, AND
SPECIAL ORDERS

The Agenda, Services, and Orders of the Day were adopted as amended by the
Classis

IV. WELCOME & SEATING OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES;
WELCOME & SEATING OF VISITORS

The President welcomed Rev. Doug Barns of the Classis Central US of the
United Reformed Churches in North America, as a fraternal delegate and Rev.
Spencer Aalsburg, Pastor of the URC Fellowship of Sioux Falls, SD. They
were seated in the bar of the house and were given privilege of the floor.

The President also welcomed Licentiate James Grossmann, Elder Ron Abbink,
and Elder Darrell Bentz as visitors, and they were seated in the bar of the house
and were given privilege of the floor.

Elder Ruben Beck was recognized as a first time delegate to Classis.
V. RECEPTION OF NEW CHURCHES
There were no new congregations to be received.
VI. RECEPTION OF NEW MINISTERS
There were no new ministers to be received.

VII. THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF CLASSIS
(Chairmen are underlined)

Education, Student Aid, and Publications: Richert, Haddock, Lorentzen,
DeJong
Examinations & Licensure: Gruggett, Haddock, Dawn, Rott, Kappes

Excuses: Johnson, Clark, Ochsner, Kusler

Finances, Benevolence, and Ministerial Aid: McGee, Johnson, Dawn, Beck,
Kusler,
Judicial: Richert, Haddock, Lorentzen, DeJong

Missions: Johnson, Clark, Ochsner, Kusler

Nominations: McGee, Gruggett, Fickbohm, Neifer
Overtures: Johnson, Clark, Ochsner, Kusler

Services and Interchurch Relations: Gruggett, Haddock, Dawn, Rott,
Kappes

Missions: Dawn, Jones, Dockter, Goehring, Kappes
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VIll. PRESENTATION OF OVERTURES, PERMANENT COMMITTEE
REPORTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS

The Clerk presented overtures and communications to the Standing Overture
Committees. The following Permanent Committee Reports were referred to
these Standing Committees:

Auditing - to Finances, Benevolence and Ministerial Aid

Camp - to Education, Publication, and Student Aid

Candidates and Credentials - to Examinations and Licensure
Christian Education - to Education, Publication, and Student Aid
Diaconal - to Finances, Benevolence, and Ministerial Aid

Home Missions - to Missions

Interchurch Relations - to Services and Interchurch Relations

AUDITING COMMITTEE
Esteemed Brethren,

Your committee audited the treasurer’s books on Monday evening, the 22™ of
January. We have found the books to be in order and wish to express our
appreciation for his faithful and meticulous work..

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. David A. Dawn, Elder John Bender, Elder Douglas Haak

CAMP COMMITTEE
March 1, 2007

A meeting of the Heidelberg Youth Camp Committee was held March 1, 2007.
Committee members present were Elder Roger Gallimore, chair; Rev. Dan
Rogers of the South Central Classis; and Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder David
Roggenkamp and Elder Tom Ochsner of Northern Plains Classis. Rev. Rogers
opened in prayer. HYC 2007 will be held July 23-27 at Camp Bob Marshall in
the Black Hills.

1. HYC 2006 evaluation results were reviewed. It was noted that the
evaluation results were about as stellar as evaluations get.
Nonetheless, the following changes for HYC 2007 were made
following the review:

e Change the crafts projects. There were 1-2 counselors
identified in the evaluations as being particularly suited to
planning for different craft projects.

e Bring back the talent show with a new format. A limited
number of performances would be available and must be
reviewed and approved in advance.
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2. The 2006 finance report was reviewed, which showed a gain of
$293.78. The camp account remains in good shape with a balance of
$4,558.68. Camp fees will remain the same at $123 per camper.
Camper registrations and fees received after June 1 will be $145.

3. The theme for HYC 2007 will be Always Ready. This theme of
apologetics will focus on defending the truth on those issues that
covenant youth most commonly face today. The objective for each
lesson is to give each camper the practical tools for giving a defense.
The following lesson topics will be given:

e Islam vs. Christianity

e Combating Relativism

e Defending Scripture

e Evolution vs. Creation

e Defending Truth with Your Lifestyle
e Defending the Reformed Faith

4. Rev. Lee Johnson volunteered to recruit speakers for each of the
sessions and worship services.

5. The offering was discussed. It was decided that committee members
will consider different options as to where to give the offering and then
confer via email prior to the summer.

6. The closing night slideshow was discussed. It was decided to have 2-3
photographers take pictures during the week and one person organize
all the pictures into the slideshow.

7. Rev. Lee Johnson closed the meeting in prayer.
Recommendations:

1. That Classis approve the 2007 Heidelberg Youth Camp proposed
budget and camper fees.

2. That Classis approve the Heidelberg Youth Camp report as a
whole.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Steven Richert, Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder Tom Ochsner, Elder David
Roggenkamp
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Heidelberg Youth Camp Budget 2007

Balance Forward $4,264.90
Revenue
Actual 2006 Budget 2007
Camp Fees $16,575.50 $16,595.00
Gifts $0.00 -
Worship Offering $1,000.00 $1,00.00
Interest $4.77 -
Camp Store Sales $728.97 $730.00
Total Revenue $18,309.24 $18,330.00
Expense
Facility Use $10,470.00 $10,470.00
Food $3,136.32 $3,200.00
T-Shirts $1,801.25 $1,870.00
Crafts $382.21 $400.00
Supplies $284.78 $300.00
Promotion $85.64 $100.00
Custer State Park Fees $12.00 $20.00
Postage $11.97 $20.00
Administration $146.23 $200.00
Equipment $161.10 $200.00
Camp Store Supplies $523.96 $550.00
Worship Offering $1,000.00 $1,00.00
Total Expense $18,015.46 $18,330.00
Revenue Less Expense $293.78
Ending Balance $4,558.68

Proposed 2007 fees @ $123 per camper for those who register and pay by June
1. After June 1, the fee will be $145. Adult volunteers continue to be free.
This is no change from 2006. Fees are based on 124 campers and 29 adults.
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CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Dear Fathers and Brethren,

Your committee was involved with two churches this past year, which were in
the process of calling potential ministers to fill their vacant positions.

Salem Reformed Church of Ashley ND, looked into a man in early summer.
Your committee interviewed this man, and advised the consistory accordingly.
The congregation decided not to call him.

Soon after, we were informed that the Ashley Church had acquired Student
James Grossman to fill its pulpit. It was realized that this arrangement was not
in order, so at the special meeting of Classis in August, we advised Classis to
authorize Mr. Grossman as stated supply, which Classis did, with a view to his
preparing for and taking the licensure exam at the Spring Classis meeting of
2007.

Also in the mid-summer months your committee was involved in the process of
preparing for the licensure examination of Elder Richard Stetler. Mr. Stetler
was licensed at said meeting, with a view to taking his ordination exam at the
Spring Classis meeting of "07.

In the interval committee members supervised the internships of both men,
helping them to prepare for their respective exams.

We bring before Classis two recommendations:

1. That Licentiate Richard Stetler be examined for ordination at the 2007
Spring meeting of the Northern Plains Classis.

2. That Student James Grossmann be examined for licensure at the 2007
Spring meeting of the Northern Plains Classis.

Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Rev. David Dawn, Elder Tim Rott, Rev. William
Haddock

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Your committee reports the following:
1. Northern Plains Chronicles

Rev. William Haddock has served as the editor of our Northern Plains
Chronicles the past year. He is willing to continue to do so, if the Classis re-
elects him as the Editor. The NPC was published six times in 2006. The
electronic method of receiving church news and sending out the finished
editions is functioning well. Pastor Haddock would remind the congregations to
include full names and sufficient information in their submissions, as other
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readers in the Classis may not be familiar with some of the things that are
reported in the various local church bulletins. Also, news items may be
submitted at any time. One Classis minister made the suggestion that it would
be helpful to receive updates from the pastors who are currently without a
charge in the Classis.

2. The Northern Plains Classis Video Library

This is a reminder to all the Classis congregations that the Classis still owns and
operates a Video Library. The videos are in the Hope Reformed Church and
are available to our congregations by contacting Rev. Norman Jones.

3. Classis Radio Programs

In order to promote the various radio programs within our Classis, your
committee has compiled the list of these programs in this report.

Church Radio Program Radio Time
Station
Eureka - Lic. Weekly Worship KOLY-FM 9:00 am,
Richard Stetler Service 99.5 Sundays
Watertown - Rev. No Program Name KWAT 950 11:45 AM,
Tracy Gruggett AM Sundays
Ashley - Rev. Start The Week KSJB 600 7:45 AM,
David Dawn AM Sundays
Aberdeen - Rev. Pause For Thought KGIM 1420 8:30 AM,
David Dawn AM Sundays

Your committee Recommends:

1. That the Northern Plains Classis re-elect Rev. William Haddock as
editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles at this Classis meeting.

2. That the Editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles be paid an annual
stipend of $200.00 per year for his labors.

3. Take Note: that The Northern Plains Classis Video Library is available
to the Classis congregations.

4. Take Note: that the information on the Classis radio programs be made
available to the church members of Classis congregations.

Respectfully submitted,
William Haddock, Norman Jones, Darrell Bentz, Vern Ochsner
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DIACONAL COMMITTEE
Esteemed Brethren,
Your Committee did not meet, nor did we conduct any business.

Respectfully yours,
Rev. Steven Richert, Elder Jere Hieb, Elder Keith Lorentzen

HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE
Dear Brethren,

Our committee conducted several meetings over the course of the last year,
provided assessments of the towns of Brookings, SD, and Great Falls, MT, and
met with the Spiritual Council of Covenant RCUS in Watertown, SD, on
January 29, 2007. The following report is a reflection of our work.

Brookings, SD Assessment

Your committee was given the task of evaluating Brookings, SD, as a potential
area for a home mission work. This was done by interviewing Rev. Steven
Richert, Rev. Tracey Gruggett, and Elder Rod DeJong, as well as a visit to the
town of Brookings, by Rev. Mike McGee and Rev. Lee Johnson. The following
are the thoughts of the committee.

Statistics:

Population: 18,703 (5" Largest city in South Dakota, largest city in South
Dakota without an RCUS work)

Major Employers: South Dakota State University, Daktronics, 3M, Larson
Door, and Rainbow Play Systems

Schools: 3 Elementary, 1 Middle, 1 High School. The combined enrollment is
approximately 2,600 students.

University: South Dakota State University. Enrollment is 10,516 students.

News & Radio: 1 weekly newspaper, The Brookings Register,and 3 local radio
stations. No local TV stations.

Housing Units: 8,558 (there are 15 assisted living locations in the Brookings
area that are probably included in this number.)

Pros:

The town is growing. Brookings appears to be a very stable community with
good growth potential. The year of 2005 saw the most building permits ever
granted by the town, and 2006 shows more of the same type of growth.

The town is committed to growth. Brookings has an aggressive town council
and Chamber of Commerce. They have a promotion called Vision 2010 that is
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aimed at bringing in new businesses. A Lowe’s Hardware Store will open soon,
and a Research Complex is being completed with the intent of bringing in Bio-
Tech industries that would work with the college in the development and
production of future bio technologies. It appears Brookings has some potential
for steady growth.

The people of the town appear to be of a higher income. Brookings is a South
Dakota town that is consciously moving away from the Agricultural business,
and trying to attract ‘knowledge industry’ rather than traditional blue collar jobs
or farming related jobs. This would allow for the possibility of a congregation
that is financially better off, and could lead to a church that would be self-
supporting more quickly than a mission work in another South Dakota town.

There is already a man willing to do the work. There is no doubt that Rev.
Richert desires to minister in the Brookings, SD area. He has already relocated
to the town, and is eager to have this work begin.

The start up cost would be minimal. Rev. Richert has asked to begin this work
as a ‘tent making’ ministry. This of course relieves Classis of a major financial
burden.

Cons:

The transient nature of the population. Of the 18,000 residents in the town of
Brookings, 12,000 of them are affiliated with the university. Of the 12,000
people involved with the university, approximately 2,000 of them are
employees. This leaves approximately 10,000 residents of the town of
Brookings as students. It is the opinion of this committee that students do not
make an effective basis for a church because they usually do not have a well
paying job, and are looking to relocate to another area when they are finished
with their education. When taking into consideration this number of students,
there are only 8,000 residents in the town of Brookings that are not affiliated
with the university. It is the opinion of this committee that this does not warrant
enough of a populace to begin a home missions work. Furthermore, there are
many towns in the Northern Plains Classis that have a greater populace than
Brookings, including: Grand Forks, Fargo, Huron, Bismarck, West Fargo, and
Jamestown to name a few. Despite the vast service industry centered around
the college, Brookings is still a small town.

The high number of churches. Many of the people we spoke with mentioned
that Brookings was a churched town. Officially there are 30 places of worship
in the city of Brookings. One man estimated about 50% of the town is
Lutheran, 25% Roman Catholic, and 25% other, with the Weslyean/Methodist
tradition making up the largest block of that last section. These figures could
not be confirmed, but the Roman church was a multiple-building compound and
First Lutheran was quite large as well. The town also contained one Reformed
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Church in America, a Presbyterian USA church, and a Wisconsin Synod
Lutheran Church. In the town of Volga, which is 6 miles away, there is an
Orthodox Presbyterian Church, as well as a Christian Reformed Church. Based
on the number of churches already present around the town of Brookings,
church planting would be a very difficult task for any minister.

The small core group. The core group for the work in Brookings consists of
only two families. One of these families is the Richerts. While there are some
possibilities for expanding this group, as of now they are only possibilities. A
third family has expressed interest, but the husband is a Wisconsin Synod
Lutheran and may not want to join the RCUS. Some interest has been
expressed by individuals that are former members of the OPC, but that too
remains only in the realm of possibility. Whether or not they would be willing
to accept the differences between the RCUS and the OPC, one example being
Male Head of Household voting, has not been addressed. Both of the core
families, although living in the town of Brooking, are not originally from the
area and therefore, do not have connections in the town.

The unusual manner this mission work possibility was brought before the
Classis. The Synod Home Missions manual states that a mission work is to be
started by Classis or by a local congregation. The matter of Brookings was not
undertaken by any local church, and was brought directly to the Classis. The
Classis sent it back to the committee with time pressure because of Rev.
Richert’s planned move to the community. This has caused a great amount of
stress to the committee, not to mention a lack of prayerful consideration and
deliberation over this issue. The manner of a minister moving to a town in order
to plant a church and then asking Classis permission and evaluation is not ideal,
especially when the Home Missions Committee had already told Rev. Richert
that we did not see Brookings as a viable option for a Home Missions work.

The proximity to Watertown, SD. Watertown is approximately 50 miles away
from the town of Brookings, via Interstate 29. Although this amount of mileage
could be seen as enough space between the two towns for another work to
begin, there are two families who currently reside in or near Brookings, but
attend the RCUS work in Watertown. One would expect those two families to
attend the closer church if a work was started in Brookings. This would bring a
real set back to the RCUS church in Watertown, not to mention the delay it
would cause in their departure from Classis support, and the risk it would cause
to the significant financial investment Classis has made in Watertown.

Concluding Thoughts: The committee sees potential in the Brookings area.
Growth is a real possibility, and it already has several stable employers which
ensures the towns continued existence. While the high number of churches
would make early growth a slow work in Brookings, ample ministry
opportunities exist with such a high number of Romanists. It is also
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conceivable that a solid core group would exist if all the RCUS families in the
Brookings area participated. This would include not only the two core families
desiring the work in Brookings, but also the two families who currently attend
the RCUS church in Watertown, and the one family that currently attends the
RCUS church in Sioux Falls. These five families would include children, a
minister, and an ordained elder. This added to the two to three verbal interests
would make a tempting situation; however, it is also the problem. The loss of
the two families from the church in Watertown would devastate that work. The
children’s Sunday School program would cease to exist, and giving would
decrease noticeably. The financial situation in Watertown would regress, and
morale would be dampened. The congregation of the church in Watertown
could rightly question the Classis’s commitment to them.

It is the committee’s belief that the RCUS church in Watertown is still a viable
work and should not be undercut or abandoned. To begin a work in Brookings
at this time, would do just that, and without a firmer base in Brookings, it would
also be unwise.

Great Falls, MT Assessment

In accordance with the will of Classis, the Home Missions Committee evaluated
Great Falls, MT. On June 26 through June 28, 2006, Rev. Mike McGee and
Rev. Lee Johnson visited Great Falls, met with contacts, and evaluated the area
for a possible church plant.

The city of Great Falls is an impressive city with a population of 57,000, plus
those living on Malstrom Airforce Base. The base is actually connected to the
city, giving a great integration of those on the airbase with the community at
large. The city has seen slow but steady growth. The economic situation of the
town is solid as long as the airbase remains open. The base is the city’s largest
employer with 4,572 employees. The Montana Air National Guard Base is also
located in Great Falls and is the fourth largest employer with 979 employees.
These two military installations make up over 50% of the economic base of the
city. This does give rise to concern as to the future of the city if the airbase
would close, but this does not appear to be swaying businesses from locating in
the Great Falls area. Barnes and Noble as well as Office Max have just built
new locations, and Wal-Mart is considering locating a second Supercenter in
the city. It should be pointed out that no one was concerned that the base would
be leaving anytime soon, and it is the biggest base in the country that performs
its particular mission. The city government also appears to be moving ahead to
expand the economic base of the city by employing a City Manager for
planning and an Economic Development Council for long term vision, and
large grants have recently been given to the Benefis Healthcare Center to
expand its large regional hospital. Benefis currently has one of the premier
cancer facilities in the Northwest and also a stem cell research center. Benefis
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Healthcare is the second largest employer at 2,044, giving a large upper-middle
class segment to the city. Housing was growing to the south of the city and in
certain northern areas. The average cost of a house was $127,000, and property
that could be used to build a church start at about $30,000. There are ample
rental facilities in the city. Weekly rental of conference rooms is $75 a week at
the Heritage Inn, but considerably cheaper at the other hotels. Great Falls has a
daily paper, numerous local radio stations, and at least one local TV station.

The religious make-up of the town is quite diverse. There were five Roman
Catholic churches, including one that only conducted services in Latin, and at
least twelve Lutheran churches, including two Missouri Synod and one
Wisconsin Synod church. This seemed to be the biggest segment of churches,
but there were also a large number of non-denominational works, several
Assemblies of God churches, and Baptist churches. The PCUSA has a church,
and the RCA has a church, but no other nominally Reformed presence exists.
In fact, we discovered that few knew what it meant to be Reformed.

Tuesday night Rev. McGee and Rev. Johnson held a previously advertised
meeting for any interested in the RCUS. Our main contact was Sidney Colla, a
59 year-old retired grandmother. Sidney is well read in Reformed theology and
a tireless worker. She runs a Bible study for women, and everyone that showed
up at the meeting had been personally contacted by Sidney. Eight people
showed up for the meeting where Rev. McGee and Rev. Johnson gave an
overview of the RCUS with regards to history, polity, creeds, worship, and the
marks of a true church. Of the eight in attendance, only seven were possibilities
as Sidney’s daughter was there only for support. One married couple did not
leave their contact cards and had to leave early since the husband worked at the
local paper. Whether they forgot or whether they did not desire to leave their
cards is unknown. This leaves five contacts including Sidney. This group
includes four women and one man, the youngest of which is 56. They were all
retired. These contacts are avid readers, but most of their exposure to
Reformed theology was through John MacArthur. The son-in-law of one of the
ladies was attending Master’s Seminary and working at Rev. MacArthur’s
church. This raises the question of how well infant baptism would be received
by many in this small group of contacts.

Great Falls has a lot to recommend it to the Northern Plains Classis. It is a
large city with 57,000 souls in need of a Biblical witness. Sidney is a tireless
contact, financially able to give to a work, and through her, inroads can be
made to reach an active Bible Study Fellowship group that is about to start
studying Romans. She is also well connected to the airbase, giving any church
plant access to the large military community.

Great Falls also presents a few hurdles. It is a great distance from the nearest
RCUS church. This distance would put a burden on committees assigned with
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visiting the work. It would make it next to impossible to fill the pulpit when the
pastor wants to take a vacation. Most importantly, it would demand a solid man
who could work without an RCUS support system nearer than a days drive.
Also, with only a handful of contacts, immediately starting a church might be
difficult, and a large amount of education of current contacts and development
of new contacts would be needed. A man gifted with the ability to teach and to
bring the congregation along to a Reformed worldview without being
confrontational would be essential to the success of a Great Falls mission work.

It is the committee’s opinion that a missionary to Great Falls would need two to
three years to simply develop contacts before a church could be founded and
before any return on our investment could be seen. With the NPC in desperate
need of a new church plant and larger communities in our backyard, it does not
seem to be in the best interest of the classis or our denomination to send a
missionary to Great Falls at the current time. The core group was simply not
large enough to justify the church plant. Only one is solidly reformed (agreeing
with Reformed distinctives such as infant baptism), and the group as a whole
does not appear to be financially viable to support a minister or work. The lack
of males also brings up a question about the availability of elders and deacons.
The committee does feel that the contacts should be maintained and developed
with the hope of having a more attractive situation in which to plant a church in
Great Falls in the future.

Some concluding thoughts:

As our numbers in the Northern Plains Classis continue to decline and as
churches announce their closings, our opportunities for performing the work of
missions within our classis boundaries continue to decrease. Previous
recommendations by this committee to the Classis have been rejected. The
questions that loom before the Classis are: what is our philosophy and plan for
missions? Is our plan to back Watertown until it can support itself before
moving on to another mission work? Is our plan to wait for a large group of
contacts to reach out to us? Is our plan to ask Synod to redraw the boundaries of
the Classis in order to share the financial burden? Is the duty on the individual
churches of the Northern Plains Classis to develop the contacts necessary to
start a new church or is the burden on the Home Missions Committee? We must
not only answer these questions, but we must also put our resources where our
beliefs lie. Therefore, this committee is making the following recommendations
for your consideration:

Recommendation #1 - The Classis direct the Home Missions Committee to
draw up a Philosophy of Missions Statement to be presented to the next Classis.

Recommendation #2 - That Classis approve a $2,000 dollar budget for the
Home Mission Committee for this classical year to be used for meetings,
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oversight of Watertown, and promotion of the RCUS in various cities within
our boundaries in order to develop contacts.

Recommendation #3 - That $14,400 dollars be given to Covenant RCUS in
Watertown for support in 2008 as per their request.

Recommendation #4 - That Classis set aside April 29, 2007, for churches to
collect a special offering to be used for debt relief of our Watertown work and
prayer for missions in the Northern Plains Classis.

Respectfully Submitted,
Elder Allen Dockter, Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder Lynn Goehring, Rev. Michael
McGee
INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Brethren,

The Interchurch Relations Committee has little to report to you. We received
communications through the year from Classis Manitoba of the CanRC, Classis
of the URCNA, and the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the OPC. We also asked
Rev. Dale Clark to attend the Presbytery of the Dakotas meeting on April 4-5.

Invitations to attend our Spring Classis meeting on March 5-6, 2007, were sent
to the CanRC, URCNA and OPC.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev Dale Clark, Elder Milbert Kappes, Rev Michael McGee, Elder Jim Snyder

IX. REPORTS OF OFFICERS
A. PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE CLASSIS

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

As | have read the reports to this Classis and the parochial reports of those
ministering the Word of God in the Classis, | have been struck by the common
elements and desires. We have the same views on the church growing only as
the Word of God is preached faithfully. For the most part, we have the same
desire to see our congregations grow. We see that the sacraments are indeed an
important element of our Christian growth as individuals and congregations.
We desire that God should receive all of the glory for what He has done
through us.

As a result of these observations, | believe we can say that the three marks of
the church are indeed present with us as a Classis and as individual
congregations. We have men who are proclaiming that precious Word. We
have radios programs that expand the numbers of those who hear that Word.
While there were few reported cases of discipline, these were carried out as
required for the sake of Christ’s honor, the congregation’s health and the
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offender’s spiritual well-being. There were a number of references to the
sacraments, both Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. For this we rejoice in the
goodness and faithfulness of our God.

Yet, this has not happened without struggle. Whether it is the lack of members,
internal dissention, changes such as members leaving, or simply the fact of
congregations losing members by our last enemy, death, we do need to realize
that it is in this struggle that we are molded and shaped. David’s faith grew as
he waited and struggled to survive, far from the temple of God. We read this in
various Psalms he wrote. It all was preparatory for his becoming king of the
people of God. What might God be preparing us for?

It was heartening to read of the desire to reach out to our communities.
Covenant (Watertown), First (Herreid) and Harvest (Minot) made specific
references to this. Rev. Gruggett stated:

At the informal meeting (these we hold from time to time to talk about the
church and to get input from the members) we discussed the matter of
reaching the lost instead of the Reformed. In my opinion this is a problem
among most distinctively Reformed churches; we reach and attract only
Reformed people. This is a problem in light of the great commission. We
need to do more to reach non-Reformed people, moreover to reach un-
churched people.

This is also reported to us in Rev. Johnson’s use of contemporary topical Bible
studies and in Minot’s Vision Statement regarding the reaching out especially
to the University and Airbase in the Minot area. Rev. Gruggett’s challenge to
be faithful, not numbers or growth oriented, has been borne out in the results of
Rev. Haddock’s 10 years of faithful preaching in Pierre with the results now
coming:

We added six communicant members to our roll. We also added two young
people who received covenant baptism in their teenage years. In addition to
these who have joined our fellowship, we have also been recently blessed
by the regular attendance of two new families, one with three children and
the other expecting a child this summer. We thank God for all of this, for
He builds His Church by grace.

We are at times an impatient and faithless people.

But what of Rev. Gruggett’s challenge? He wrote of his statement at
Covenant’s Annual Meeting:

So much attention is given to creating growth in our churches that we may
very well be forcing what should be a more natural process by the grace of
God. Paul spoke of the local church functioning rightly, with the pastors
and teachers equipping the flock, the members doing the works of
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Christian service, the whole body growing together in doctrinal unity, and
each member making his or her own contribution to the body’s needs. Out
of this process, growth naturally occurs. It is not forced or programmed. It
is not a plan to carefully follow. Rather, it is the Body of Christ living like
the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).

This with the previous quote regarding the failure of Reformed Churches
generally is something we need to think on. How do we reach out to a
community that is mostly Catholic and Lutheran with a message that conflicts
with what they have been taught? How do we reach groups like the atheists,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus, and so on? We have the truth. Our creeds are the
most biblically consistent of any. Reality is explained, not ducked by wishful
thinking and imaginative inventions. We have a new generation that is
rejecting some of the old ideas of their parents. We have the Way, the Truth
and the Life, Jesus Christ, in its fullness. The question is, how do we get it out
to be heard?

My own musings have been set on radio. Paul could go to the market or some
other place and simply preach the Word to a ready and willing crowd. For most
cities there are no Hyde Parks where we can get on our soap box. Radio is a
way for that to happen. It is interesting that in our little Classis we have four
programs that are aired weekly. What if we could somehow make those airings
on stations that would be heard by many people during the week as they go
about their daily activities? | know costs are a big factor. | may only be
dreaming. Synod did think about this sort of project a couple of years ago and
dropped it. | raise it only to say there are ways that we can do things that have
not been tried before. One company, after all, advertises by saying “Think
outside the Bun.” It is the Word preached that God uses, and we are to be the
ones who preach. The most effective approach is still one person to another.

The Home Missions Committee is bringing a recommendation to set aside April
29" as a day for prayer and taking a collection for the debt of Covenant,
Watertown. This is a good idea, and maybe we should add fasting to the mix.
Rev. McGee is right: prayer is needed and too often we fail at just this duty and
joy as a Christian.

Pardon my soapbox. My desire is that the gospel be preached, as | know you
all do. 1 guess | am one of those impatient ones wanting to see the work being
accomplished, and not just planning and talking. May our faithful God and
Savior who has called us unto Himself, grant us both the desire and willingness
to carry out His revealed will with grace and humility.

It is with sadness that as | write this report, our beloved friend and colleague
Norm Jones is lying in a Denver hospital bed following a heart attack. This too
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reminds us of our dependence upon our Sovereign Lord for all things, His grace
in building the church and in our personal lives.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Clark

B. STATED CLERK’S REPORT

I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for your patience and
support in performing the duties of this office.

Over the past year, the duties performed were:

1.

Prepared the Abstract for the 21% Annual Session of the NPC with
distribution by mail to the Churches of Classis and at the Synod
meeting at Mitchell, SD.

Presented the Classis Meeting Minutes to the 260" Synod of the
Reformed Church of the United States. There were three items
commented on by the Classis Minutes Committee that have been
corrected in the minutes. Again, this year we did not have any
comments regarding the signing of the documents and thanks to
everyone for their diligence in doing this.

Prepared the Statistical Report and Stated Clerk’s Report for this
year’s meeting.

Contacted the South Central Classis in regards to the Licensure of
Richard Stetler.

Contacted the South Central Classis regarding the transfer of James
Grossmann as a student under care from the South Central Classis to
the Northern Plains Classis.

Prepared the minutes for the Special Meeting which was held at
Eureka, South Dakota on September 15", 2006.

Correspondence Mailed:

1.
2.

3.

6 Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis.

Letter of admonition to the Eureka Church as directed by the 2006
Spring meeting of Classis.

A letter of thank you to Julie Bentz for her work on the Northern
Plains Chronicles.

Forms for the Statistics and Delegate Credentials to the Churches of
Classis.
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5. 5items to the Stated Clerk of Synod which were:

Statistical & Membership Reports of the NPC

Writ of Certification for Delegates to the 260" Synod
Addresses of the Churches and Delegates of the NPC
Report of Changes

e. One overture from NPC to Synod

ooop

Correspondence Received:

1. Correct form answers to the constitutional questions from the elders of
one church.

2. Documents related to the call of Mr. Lee Johnson and a copy of his
acceptance letter.

3. Letter from the Synod Stated Clerk regarding documents to be
submitted to the churches prior to the next session of Synod.

In Christ,
Rod DelJong

C. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S REPORT ON
SYNOD

To the Stated Clerks of Classes, RCUS
Dear Brothers in Christ,

Your Executive Committee of synod reports that there is a matter requireing a
Classis vote to amend the constitution. This appears on page 72 of the Abstract
of the 260" meeting of the Synod of the RCUS. In the first sentence of Article
41, the two uses of “four” are to be changed to “two” according to the
recommendation passed by Synod. The action of Synod is as follows:

That Article 41 of the RCUS Constitution be amended to read as follows:
(The first sentence of the article would read) “If two ministers and two
elders of the church, representing two different Classes, present to
....(the rest would remain the same).

Grounds:

a. The new required number of office bearers necessary to
seek the disqualification of a professor would better reflect
the size and make of the number of ministers and elders of
the denomination.

b. The new requirement about those raising concerns would
ensure that a greater representation of the Synod be
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expressed if a charge against a professor is to be
investigated.

Clerks are asked to remind members of their own Classis to check which
Synodical Committees they may be on so they can be active in the preparation
of their respective committee reports. These are printed in the Synod Abstract,
page 18.

Delegates are reminded that the 261 Annual Session of the Synod of the
RCUS meets May 21-24, 2007, at Northland RCUS in Kansas City, MO. A
circular is forthcoming from the Synod which is asking that congregations pay
for the lodging costs for delegates from their local congregations. The cost is
$79 per night (double or single). Delegates need to make their own
reservations.

In the Lord’s service,
Paul H. Treick, Stated Clerk for the Executive Committee of Synod

D. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S REPORT ON THEIR MINUTES
Esteemed Brethren:

Six (6) circulars were sent out this past year and the following contains the
summary of that business. Seven (7) recommendations by the Executive
Committee became actions of Classis since no objections were received. The
second item in Circular No 2 received an objection; therefore, it was not
approved. The following circulars contained the recommendations by the
Executive Committee even though not all were approved:

Volume 21, Number 1

1. That the resignation of Rev. Steven Richert from the charges of Hosmer
Reformed Church and Salem Reformed Church and the acceptances of
the resignations by Hosmer Reformed Church and Salem Reformed
Church be declared in order.

2. That the pulpits of Hosmer Reformed Church and Salem Reformed
Church be declared vacant as of May 1, 2006.

3. Take note in regards to the correspondence from the Eureka Reformed
Church.

Volume 21, Number 2

1. That the request to hold the 2007 Spring Meeting of Classis at
Watertown, SD, be accepted.

2. Take note as per the recommendation of the Home Missions Committee.
(this was objected to therefore was not approved and was addressed at
the Special Meeting)
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Volume 21, Number 3

This notified the Classis that Item No. 2 of Volume 21, No. 2 Circular was
not approved due to an objection.

Volume 21, Number 4

1. That the Northern Plains Classis convene a special meeting on September
15, 2006, at Eureka Reformed Church of Eureka, South Dakota, with the
meeting starting at 9 am. Attached is a proposed agenda.

a. The following items will be addressed at this special meeting:
i. Anexam of Mr. Richard Stetler for the ministry.
ii. The approval of a Brookings Mission Work and related issues.

iii. The approval of a Great Falls, Montana, mission work and related
issues.

Volume 21, Number 5

1. That the Northern Plains Classis approves the request of Calvary
OPC to have Rev. Steven Richert as stated supply and the
acceptance by Rev. Steven Richert.

Volume 21, Number 6

That the Northern Plains Classis convenes the 22" Annual Spring Meeting
at 1:00 P.M., March 5, 2007, at Covenant Reformed Church of Watertown,
South Dakota.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dale Clark, Elder Rodney DeJong, Elder Ralph Kusler

E. TREASURER’S REPORT
See Appendix A of the Abstract.

X. SPECIAL ORDER

Student James Grossmann was examined for licensure and an ordination exam
of Licentiate Richard L. Stetler for the ministry was done.

XI. PAROCHIAL REPORTS OF MINISTERS
Parochial Report of Rev. Dale Clark
Brethren and Fathers in the faith,

2006 has been an eventful year. In January, Tom Mayville and | spent a month
in Kenya. | preached to the saints there and taught the pastors and elders
Christology. As you all know, my family and | left Eureka at the end of June. |
had been preaching there every Sunday, visiting the sick, preaching at the
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Nursing Homes, Eureka and Hosmer, as well as performing the other duties of
my office.

In May, | had expected to preach a trial sermon in Helena, MT, in an OPC
congregation, but God, in His providence, closed that door when the
congregation itself became divided over Federal Vision. | then had a trial
sermon in an OPC congregation in Vineland, Ontario, but again in God’s
providence, He closed that door as well.

Since then, | have moved to Minot where | have preached in the Harvest
Reformed Church four times. | have also proclaimed God’s Word in Kassel
Reformed Church and celebrated the Lord’s Supper with the saints there. | was
also privileged to declare the Gospel in Redeemer’s Reformed Church, Golden
Valley, MN, for two Sundays. On a sadder note, | delivered the sermon at
Elder Alwin Rau’s funeral in August.

At the end of October, | was able by God’s grace to secure two part time jobs,
so | am now able to provide for my family. It has been an eventful year which
has given me the privilege to see first hand that our God is the one who
provides.

2007 began with an invitation to preach a trial sermon in a congregation of the
Covenant Presbyterian Church in Katy, Texas. They subsequently issued a
unanimous call, but after much prayer, deliberation, and counsel, I declined
their call. Part of the reason for this was the resignation of Grael Gannon as an
elder of Kassel Reformed Church. | have been filling the Kassel pulpit since
January 21%,

We thank the Classis for the funds needed to move to Minot from Eureka and
the Synod for the diaconal aid for the five months it took to get direction.
Above all, I thank my Savior for his gentle care and patient instruction.

Respectfully in Christ,
Dale Clark

Parochial Report of Rev. David A. Dawn (First & Oranien)
Esteemed brothers in Christ,

Question 28 of the Heidelberg Catechism asks us, "What does it profit us to
know that God created, and by his providence upholds all things?" The answer
is, "That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and for what is
future have good confidence in our faithful God and Father, that no creature
shall separate us from his love, since all creatures are so in his hand, that
without his will they cannot so much as move."

In common with all of you, as | consider my ministry, reviewing the past but
ignorant of the future, | take great comfort in the providence of God. Those
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things that are going well are causes of thanksgiving to our glorious God. When
things go not so well, I have to take responsibility for my part (however
reluctantly), but God still reigns and overrules. The glory is still his.

Looking back, 2006 has been a good year in the life of the church, particularly
the Aberdeen church. We have had, | believe, two baptisms of covenant
children - three if you count the triplets we baptized who are connected to the
Herreid church. We also rejoiced to see two of our covenant youth, Tom Bentz
and Jordan Serfoss, confirmed this past spring. On the negative side, we do
mourn the loss of our beloved members, Eugene and Sarah Mehlhaff, both of
whom were called into the presence of the Lord during this year.

Visitation of the members has continued. Along with hospital and nursing home
visits too numerous to mention, | have also visited members in their homes,
sometimes accompanied by an Elder. The Elders have also visited members of
the congregation as the need arose. | have, on occasion, begun taking my
graduating confirmation class on visits to the older members of the church. This
has been very well received. | recommend it to you as a way of teaching our
youngsters how to relate to our older members as well as how to relate to them.

As we look to the future, the most significant event on the horizon is likely to
be the closing of the Oranien Reformed Church in Leola. The Consistory of that
church has approved the sale of their church building. If this goes ahead as
planned, our last service will be at 2.00 P.M. Sunday, 13" May, and the
prospective buyers will take possession on the 31% May. | feel a profound
thankfulness for the opportunity to serve the Oranien Reformed Church. Its
closing is sad but obviously God's will. Thee is not one member of the Oranien
church, | daresay, who does not feel conflicting emotions at this time. There is,
however, another side to the coin. The sad events at Leola mean that, for the
first time in the history of our Aberdeen church, the Pastor will be available to
teach a Sunday School class. It has been a real handicap in Aberdeen for the
pastor to have to hurry off after the worship service. It will be interesting to see
how it all plays out.

I have also been less than idle on the classical level. In May, our church
undertook to provide radio program for Start The Week, a joint ministry of the
Salem Reformed Church in Ashley and the Northern Plains Classis, as well as
continuing to broadcast our own broadcast, Pause For Thought. | am enjoying
my second tour of duty on this program. If my math is correct, | have spent
about one seventh of my lifetime on Start The Week. | am happy to continue
this ministry. However, if this program remains a ministry of the Salem
Reformed Church, as opposed to being a ministry of the classis, then | am
happy to turn the broadcast over to the presumptive next pastor of the Ashley
charge, James Grossmann, whenever he feels ready to take it on.
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I have also supervised the internship of Licentiate Richard Stetler in Eureka.
Through my family's connection to our Colorado churches, | had actually
crossed paths with Mr. Stetler very briefly there. 1 have appreciated Mr.
Stetler's fellowship and hope that I have been of some small assistance.

In short, | continue to enjoy ministering to the congregations in Leola and
Aberdeen. There is a lot of friendliness, love, and good will among the
members of the congregations towards each other and myself. If my presence
has been in any way helpful to these churches, | praise God for it.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. David A. Dawn

Parochial Report of Kassel Reformed Church by Grael Gannon
Fathers and Brethren:

The Kassel congregation of the Reformed Church in the United States, north of
Denhoff, North Dakota, continues to hold regular Lord’s Day worship and
fulfill all regular congregational functions, though without the ability to support
a resident pastor.

For the past year, I, Grael Gannon, a ruling elder of the congregation, as in
recent years, have conducted the weekly worship with occasional help from
pastors of Classis for the observance of the Lord’s Supper.

The congregation has gathered for regular weekly worship on fifty Sundays, the
other two Sunday services being cancelled because of weather. The Lord’s
Supper was observed four times quarterly under the ministration of pastors
from Classis. The consistory met periodically to transact the church’s business
as needed with Elder Gannon presiding and Elder Keith Lorentzen and deacons,
Aaron Rau and Arnold Sprenger in attendance.

Grael Brian Gannon
Parochial Report of Lic. James Grossmann (Hosmer & Salem)
Dear Fathers,

Paul Says in Romans 1:16-18, “For | am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ,
for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew
first and also for the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from
faith to faith, as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

It has been my privilege to have exhorted that Gospel both in the Salem and the
Hosmer congregations, and | have been able to, in a number of instances,
extend the message of the Gospel in deed and word in the communities as well.
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| have been employed in exhorting the Gospel in the Salem Reformed and
Hosmer Reformed churches since August 12, 2006, and have led 56 worship
services, conducted 3 funerals, and taken part in the Ashley Christmas program.

My sermons have been largely in series format from the opening chapters of
Genesis, the beginning of Luke, and the Servant songs of Isaiah. | am currently
finishing a sermon series on the whole of | John. | look forward to returning to
Genesis following this series.

I have also been visiting the sick and shut-ins of the congregations. We have
been recording the worship services weekly and circulating those tapes to the
shut-ins. | have preached at the nursing home in Ashley on at least a monthly
basis and at the nursing home in Hosmer on an almost weekly basis. My
services at the nursing homes are well attended and appreciated by the
residents.

It is my prayer that in all that | do in the Ashley and Hosmer communities, | am
able to present Christ, the risen Savior as the only Gospel, to the church first
and also to the rest of the community.

Respectfully Submitted,
James Grossmann

Parochial Report of Rev. Tracy Gruggett (Covenant)
Esteemed Brethren,

We would like to thank the brothers and sisters of the Northern Plains Classis
for your prayers and financial support this past year. It is because of your
generosity that we exist. In many respects we are doing well. The word of God
is preached, we receive the sacraments faithfully, and where needed we practice
church discipline. God has kept us faithful to “sound words”.

Early in the year God taught us from the book of Mark how Jesus came to seek
and save the lost. We heard from Galatians that we are to remain steadfast in
the gospel of justification by faith alone. In addition to our worship services, we
conducted Sunday school classes. We have two children’s classes and one adult
class. In the beginning of the year we held once-a-month Wednesday fellowship
and bible study meetings in homes. And during the summer and fall we held
hymn sings usually once a month in the church. We did not catechize this year
for lack of students. However, starting in 2007 we will begin catechizing two,
possibly three students.

Pastor Tracy taught on the church’s radio program God’s Word Lives each
week, from time to time receiving compliments from folks who hear the
program. We have one elderly member who listens to this program each week.
Pastor wrote several articles in the Public Opinion. One article drew two
response letters from those outside the church expressing appreciation. He
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attends regular meetings at the local ministerial society, and goes to the local
health club, and try to find ways to have regular contact with folks in the
community. We started work on a website as well, which is nearing completion.

God has given us good relations with one another. The members interact with
each other quite well. There is a lack of dissention and division. The members
enjoy and appreciate the preaching of God’s word and the Consistory has
noticed definite growth in at least one of the families. Relations among the
members of the consistory are cordial and unified.

Financially, we ended the year in the black in terms of our checking account.
But we did not meet budget expectations for general giving. The giving was
about the same as last year, so our budget number was probably too high. It was
based on the hope that we might have received into membership one or two
new families. Further we did not make any payments toward debt reduction as
we had hoped. All things being equal, the congregation has been exhorted that
it will probably need to give more in 2007 to make sure we end the year in the
black. This is partly due to the fact that we will receive from Classis 10% less
in funding than in 2006.

As to membership, while there has been some change, our membership remains
essentially the same as at this time last year. On a positive note, we have seen
one new family come regularly this year. They are not yet members of the
church, but there is good potential. We’ve also had another family attend on a
fairly regular basis as well. On the negative side, we have had one family leave
the church over an issue. We have a total of 10 families in membership, totaling
30 members (20 communicant and 10 non-communicant). Judging by recent
history, Covenant Reformed Church grows at about a rate of one family per
year.

The congregation is aware of its need to grow. In this respect, it may be
important for the Classis to know of two important meetings that we held as a
congregation, both of which helped to shape our view of the future of the
congregation. One was an informal congregational meeting that we held after a
Sunday potluck, and the other was this year’s congregational meeting.

At the informal meeting (these we hold from time to time to talk about the
church and to get input from the members) we discussed the matter of reaching
the lost instead of the Reformed. In my opinion this is problem among most
distinctively Reformed churches; we reach and attract only Reformed people.
This is a problem in light of the great commission. And we need to do more to
reach non-Reformed people, moreover to reach un-churched people.

At the congregational meeting in January 2007, Pastor Tracy exhorted the
congregation not to be focused on growth but upon faithfulness. We plant and
water, but the growth is of God. | gave the following quotation in my report,
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So much attention is given to creating growth in our churches that we
may very well be forcing what should be a more natural process by the
grace of God. Paul spoke of the local church functioning rightly, with
the pastors and teachers equipping the flock, the members doing the
works of Christian service, the whole body growing together in
doctrinal unity, and each member making his or her own contribution
to the body’s needs. Out of this process, growth naturally occurs. It is
not forced or programmed. It is not a plan to carefully follow. Rather,
it is the Body of Christ living like the Body of Christ (Eph. 4:11-16).

We should be focused on increased faithfulness and it is only as we are faithful
that we should grow and only as we are faithful that we would want to grow.
Areas where we need to grow will be mainly in boldness the faith and in the
practice of hospitality, both with believers and unbelievers. We have concerns
as well about our present location and building, but we know that it is God’s
word that draws people to Christ through His Spirit.

Overall the congregation seems encouraged and desirous to see God do more
among us and with us. They appreciate the preached-word and enjoy worship
and fellowship.

We hope we are fulfilling Classis’ desire for us as a congregation of the RCUS.
We are open to your advice and correction, and we covet your prayers. As with
previous years, we are asking Classis for financial assistance for the year 2008
in the amount 14,400 dollars. May the Lord of the Church be pleased to grow
His glorious Name through Covenant Reformed Church as well as through all
the churches of the Northern Plains Classis.

In His Service
Rev. Tracy Gruggett

Parochial Report of Rev. William Haddock (Hope)
Beloved Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ,

This parochial report marks ten years of ministry in the Hope Reformed Church
in Pierre. When I arrived in Pierre in 1997, | did not have any idea how long |
would or could stay in Pierre. | am thankful that God has given me a place to
serve in His kingdom with the Hope congregation. | am mindful of how Jacob
prayed to the Lord on the eve of his reunion with Esau: “I am unworthy of all
the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which Thou hast shown to Thy
servant” (Genesis 32:10a). Surely every minister of the gospel can pray the
same words as we labor for the Lord Jesus Christ in His church.

In many ways, 2006 was one of the most blessed and fruitful years during my
ministry in the Hope Reformed Church. The congregation grew in size and in
the grace and the knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ. We added six
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communicant members to our roll. We also added two young people who
received covenant baptism in their teenage years. In addition to these who have
joined our fellowship, we have also been recently blessed by the regular
attendance of two new families, one with three children and the other expecting
a child this summer. We thank God for all of this, for He builds His Church by
grace.

Financially there was also good news to report from 2006. For several years it
has been a concern to our Consistory that the Hope RCUS did not meet its
Synodical obligations in full. We rejoice in the fact that God enabled us to do
that in 2006. Through the generous giving of the congregation and careful
stewardship on the Consistory, we were able to meet all of our budget goals,
including paying the Classical and Synodical guidelines in full. Once again, we
do not report this to congratulate ourselves. God has blessed us, and we ascribe
the glory and honor to Him alone. It is truly a joyful realization that God has
blessed our families with such abundance, so that our needs are met and we
have enough to give generously to the ministry of Christ.

The teaching and preaching of God’s Word remained the foundation of our
ministry. The sermons last year focused upon John 17 and the book of
Proverbs. Both of these series were a blessing to me as | prepared them and a
blessing to the congregation. Our members in every age group have
opportunities to learn God’s Word in the Sunday School, Bible studies, and the
overview of the Bible in the video lectures Dust to Glory by Dr. R. C. Sproul.
The sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s Supper were observed in accordance
with God’s Word. Our elders sought to be faithful in the oversight of the
congregation. God has been with us to bless us in the previous year, and we
give Him thanks for such manifold blessings and mercy to us in Christ.

I must also report that we begin 2007 with our share of challenges. We are
preparing to bid farewell to one of our families, John and Paula White. John had
been serving as our deacon, and we now have a vacancy in that office. John
worked as the State Engineer of South Dakota, and his departure has caused us
to reassess our church remodeling project. We will need to finish the project
without his counsel. Furthermore, his departure affects my situation with my
secular employment, as he was my supervisor. I do not know enough at this
time to say anything about how my new supervisor will affect my employment
with the State, especially in terms of balancing my time at the office with the
work of the ministry. For all these challenges facing the congregation, we are
relying upon the providence of the Almighty God. We are His people, and our
congregation belongs to Christ His Son. It is a challenge to face these issues,
but it is also a comfort to us to commit our plans and labors to the sovereignty
of God.
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On a personal note, 2007 also marks the year of my 30" wedding anniversary. |
give God genuine thanks with all humility each day for having given me such
an excellent wife. Ferne has been a source of constant, loving support and
blessing to me throughout these thirty years. | report this with all joy, for a
faithful wife is of inestimable value in supporting her husband, whether he
serves as a pastor or in any other calling (a faithful wife is worth far more than
jewels, Proverbs 31:10). | thank God for Ferne, and we look forward to growing
in Christ’s love together in the years to come. Ferne and | are planning to
celebrate this noteworthy anniversary with a trip to Germany this summer. We
plan to visit many places of interest in Germany, one of them being a visit to
the place of our spiritual roots, the city of Heidelberg. What a joy it will be to
visit the old city and the Holy Ghost Church where our Reformed Catechism
was written and first taught. For these plans | also thank my Consistory for
enabling to take an extended sabbatical. | have confidence in them as they will
watch over the flock while I am away.

So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God
who causes the growth.— | Corinthians 3:7

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. William W. Haddock

Pastor’s Report of Rev. Lee Johnson (First)
First Reformed Church of Herreid

The Lord has given us a season of real blessings this year. Sometimes through
trials, and sometimes through merciful blessings. Last year we had to dip into
savings to meet our expenses, so we talked as a church about giving to make
sure our expenses were met. We are thankful and proud to report that our
expenses were met and the church is on sound financial footing. It seems
giving is up to the local church; however, giving was down to the church at
large. Our Mission fest offering was lower than previous years and we were
not even able to send half of the money requested from us by Synod. So while
God has blessed our finances we still have a little way to go.

The life of the church was also enriched by several baptisms. We baptized
three children this year, had three baptized on our behalf, and one more, born
late in the year, awaits baptism. It is always a blessing to see the sacrament and
even better to hear the cry of children during the service. It also means our
children’s Sunday school program will be experiencing a boon in a few years.
The program now is doing well with regular attendance. We have already had
to add a helper so the teacher is not over worked with crowd control. The
children are learning the major stories of the Bible beginning with Genesis.
They are now in Joshua. It is the goal of Sunday School to get the children to
not only love church, but to know the Bible. I believe both are being achieved.
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While there was no catechism class this year, our youth outreach continued.
We held our second annual worldview weekend this November. We had 7
participants, which was the same number as last year. The turn out was
disappointing; however, | believe the outcome was better. The children seemed
to enjoy themselves, and we had more people from outside of the Reformed
church than inside of it. While we changed the date to avoid the beginning of
basketball we still ran into scheduling difficulties keeping away many that were
interested. We have decided to hold it again next year and see if attendance
will increase.

The worship services have been well attended and the pulpit was full all but two
Sundays this year. One time was on account of the All-school reunion, and the
other because of snow. Most of the year was spent in Matthew, which | hope to
finish up soon. We were able to rearrange our service to aid Eureka while they
were out of a pastor, and we have finally settled down into a normal meeting
time for worship. This has allowed us to have Sunday school for adults after
the worship service. Attendance has been good, and the discussion is always
enlightening for both pastor and congregants. Wednesday night bible study is
underway. We have decided to study Worship in hopes of enriching our
understanding of the way we worship and the why’s and how’s of it. While
more attendance would be good, it has been steady.

We also had this year a special bible study in the summer about the Da Vinci
code that had the highest attendance of any bible study we had this year.
Hopefully we can continue to do these timely topical studies that will generate
interest in the community and beyond. We also had special services on
Thanksgiving and Christmas, which were well attended and seemed to be well
received. We participated in a Thanksgiving Eve service with the ministerial.
We did have an Ascension Day service as well, but it was not very well
attended. This service has great potential since we are the only church in town
that offers an Ascension Day service. | hope this year will find it better
attended.

The health of the church is good. We have focused on Kingdom Living and
have not neglected the gathering together of the saints. God has blessed us with
covenant children, and we, although small, have an impact for the kingdom of
Christ in this community. Looking ahead to this next year | see tremendous
opportunities on the horizon. We are planning on continuing our special
programs; we will have a catechism class starting in September; we should be
finishing Matthew and beginning a new series on David’s life mixed in with
psalms. Opportunities abound for us as we go into this New Year. As we
continue to focus on Kingdom Living, let us also begin to do the work of
Kingdom Expansion. May God bless our giving, our efforts, and our church
and let us never cease giving thanks unto Him for his many, many blessings.
Rev. Lee J. Johnson
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Parochial Report of Rev. Norman Jones (retired)
Dear Brethren of the NPC,
Grace to you and peace through our Lord Jesus Christ!

My situation is basically the same as last year. However, my eye sight has
grown progressively worse and it is difficult to make the transition from seeing
slightly to seeing barely. | have been under the care of a specialist in Rapid
City, SD and have made several trips to Rapid City for treatments, but they
have not been very successful.

| spend my days, as reported last year, listening to Christian radio, and listening
to Bible tapes, which give me a great deal of comfort. | do appreciate greatly
the ministry of the Word of God via the radio. It also gives me great joy and
comfort to be able to attend church services and Bible study in our church.

| recently celebrated my 77th birthday and Lena and | are planning our 50th
wedding anniversary celebration in Colorado Feb. 22nd. It will be a joy to have
our children and grandchildren present. Lena has been active in the South
Dakota Right to Life organization which includes being the office secretary in
the state office a few blocks from our home.

In brief, my days are very routine and monotonous, but I am thankful that our
basic needs are being met. | am looking forward to being at the classis meeting
at least one more time and pray that the Lord will be with the Northern Plains
Classis as it seeks to fight the good fight of faith in this very troubled and
wicked land. | thank my Christian friends for remembering us in their prayers.

God's grace, received through prayer, is sufficient for all our needs.

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Norman L Jones (retired)

Parochial Report of Rev. Michael McGee (Harvest)
Esteemed Brethren,

God has continued to be at work in Harvest Reformed Church, Minot, ND. We
have seen growth among some of the members of the church who utilize
Sunday School and Sunday Evening Study, as well as continued fellowship and
love demonstrated among the members of the church.

Some new things that have begun this past year are a church picnic on the
Saturday before Mission Fest and an evening Christmas Service in December.
Both of these things were well attended and supported, and there is the desire
on the part of many to see these events continue in the years to come.

One improvement of note is the way in which the congregation serves one
another. The women of the church have cared for her through a revamped

- 46 -



ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES FOR 2006 SPECIAL AND 2007 SPRING MEETINGS

fellowship committee known as the Friends of Phoebe. With this improved
organization, we will continue to see the women of Harvest RCUS cultivate the
ways in which they serve the church.

One area of concern | have regarding the congregation, and have brought before
them, is the issue of prayer. A prayer service was begun in the fall of last year,
but it has been poorly attended. | have challenged the congregation to come
together as members of the Body of Christ to pray for one another, in addition
to their individual prayer time and to involve themselves in corporate prayer,
but this challenge has not been heeded.

In last year’s report, I mentioned that the Consistory and | would work to
develop a vision for Harvest RCUS. | am pleased to state that we have
completed that task. The Vision Statement in its entirety has been made
available to the congregation, and Lord willing, there will be some sermons
addressing the concepts in the Vision Statement coming soon.

One of the points from this Vision that | find encouraging and
challenging is written as follows:

We are an assembly of sinners who are saved by grace and
transferred from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of
light. We are called to glorify God and exalt our Lord Jesus
Christ by the work of the Holy Spirit in all our being for the
purpose of ministering to the saints of the Lord Jesus Christ
and laboring for the Lord of the Harvest in the gathering of
souls in our community, including Minot State University and
the Minot Air Force Base.

This past year has been a very trying and taxing year for Harvest Reformed
Church. We have faced many challenges, from issues with our building to sin
among the congregation. However, we rejoice with James as he writes, “count
it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith
produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking nothing.” We are comforted in knowing that
God’s grace is sufficient to the members of Harvest RCUS and to her pastor as
well.

Please pray for Harvest RCUS as we are continuing to be challenged to change
and grow in accordance with God’s Word and for His Glory.

From a Shepherd’s Heart,
Rev. Michael A. McGee
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Parochial Report of Rev. Steven Richert
Esteemed Brethren,

In Malachi 3:6 God says, “I am the LORD, | change not.” James reminds us in
James 1:17, “With [God] is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.” The
context in Malachi is God’s mercy on his people as he chastens them. The
context in James is the good gifts that God gives his people. When God brings
change in our lives, we can view that change in a number of ways. Sometimes
we view it in a negative way and other times in a positive way. The truth that
we need to hold on to is that God always intends it for our good.

Life has certainly changed for our family. Although the change came with
uncertainty and difficulty, we can confess that it has been for our good. The
Lord is faithful.

| started the year as pastor of Salem and Hosmer Reformed Churches. |
preached 21 times at Salem and 17 times at Hosmer before resigning as pastor
of both congregations as of May 1. | also preached and conducted the Lord’s
Supper at Kassel Church in Lincoln Valley once. | supplied the pulpits of
RCUS congregations in Vermillion, Mitchell, and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. |
supplied the pulpit of Calvary Presbyterian Church of Volga, SD several times
before becoming stated supply there in September. | also preached four times
at the Volga CRC.

After being unemployed for a few months, I eventually found employment at a
new Lowe’s store in Brookings. Our family is grateful for the diaconal support
that Synod provided during this time. The combined income of Lowe’s and
Calvary OPC is quite a bit lower than my previous salary. We are still
adjusting to the new financial circumstances, but are thankful for the Lord’s
provision.

Although we were disappointed with the decision not to plant a church in
Brookings, we see God’s hand in it. He has provided the opportunity to
minister to the good people of Volga. They were a very discouraged group, but
now are encouraged. God has brought some visitors to the small congregation.
One young man has asked for a membership class. A couple has attended for
two Sundays now and seems to be interested in attending regularly. We wait to
see what the Lord will do.

Should the members of Calvary church decide to continue and should they want
me to continue as pastor, |1 will have to consider a change in denominations.
We believe it is the Lord’s will that we remain in Brookings for the foreseeable
future. We will trust in our faithful Lord, whatever change he may bring our
way.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Steven Richert

-48 -



ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES FOR 2006 SPECIAL AND 2007 SPRING MEETINGS

Parochial Report of Rev. Richard Stetler (Eureka)

“Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. ** Let all that you do be
done with love.” This is my prayer for the members of the Eureka Reformed
Church, praying that they might increase in the knowledge of God’s will in all
wisdom and spiritual understanding, walking in His mighty power so that all
things may be done in love with hearts filled with joy and thanksgiving to the
Lord.

Though there was net decline in communicant members for year 2006, there
were additions to the rolls, including Heidi and me. There were also two young
men who were confirmed, Robert Beck and Collin Fischer. These additions
were offset by 14 losses by dismission, erasure, and death.

The Lord’s Supper was served three times in 2006, twice by Rev. Dale Clark
and once by Rev. Lee Johnson. The Lord’s Supper was also served separately
to those in the Eureka Nursing Home, Assisted-living, and a home shut-in. A
total of 144 communicant members partook of the Lord’s Supper for the year,
out of a total of 187 members; there were 43 communicant members, who did
not participate in the Lord’s Supper. There are various reasons for not
participating in the Lord’s Supper, some are legitimate; but unfortunately many
| am afraid are abstaining from the Lord’s Supper for reasons that will need to
be looked into further by the Spiritual Council. In my pastor’s report to the
congregation I encouraged those who are not participating in communion to
contact me privately with their questions and concerns.

| began preaching in Eureka weekly on the 8" of October, except once for
Mission fest Sunday, when Rev. David Dawn delivered God’s word twice and
when Rev. Lee Johnson administered the Lord’s Supper in December (I
preached in Herreid for Rev. Johnson). 1 also delivered God’s word on
Thanksgiving and Christmas days. In addition to my preaching duties | have
visited with those who are at the Eureka and Hosmer Nursing Homes, in the
assisted-living facility at the Eureka Hospital, and one home shut-in. | have
also visited those who required hospitalization in Aberdeen, Eureka, and
Bismarck, ND. Other visitations have taken place in various other forms from
formal to informal settings.

I would like to make a few personal comments regarding the short three months
that | have been in Eureka, SD. Though | am still getting to know all of the
members of the congregation, their names especially, | have grown to love them
in the Lord. Their kindness, generosity, and hospitality have been wonderful.
The first day here in Eureka (actually October 2" Heidi and I were delighted
by the number of people who came to help unload the rental truck; it only took
an hour and a half to unload. This was far quicker than the loading side, which
took a day and a half, and that with the special help of Charlie Neuharth and
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Darrell Bentz, who were a big help in finishing up the loading in Colorado
Springs, and then Charlie driving the truck up here; it made the move a lot more
pleasurable.

Since we have been here we have seen a friendliness that has made this major
transition much easier for both Heidi and me. Their understanding and patience
during these past few months as | prepare for my ordination exam has been very
helpful and means a lot to me. Heidi has also expressed how warm and friendly
the people of this church and the community have been toward us. We are both
aware that we are outsiders, but we have not been made to feel that way; and
for that we truly are thankful.

I began my call here by beginning a preaching series from Paul’s Epistle to the
Ephesians. After the Ephesians series, | plan to preach from another New
Testament letter and then, Lord willing, an Old Testament book, probably a
prophetic book.

This past year this congregation experienced many struggles. As a result there
were hurt feelings among the brethren, and changes that occurred. | pray that
God will continue to heal those hurts, and that according to God’s grace, He
will grant forgiveness between the brethren hurt by these struggles, and
fellowship restored, whereby hearts are bound together in the unity of the faith
for the edification of one another, and in Christian love in the peace of Christ.
As you know change, especially that which comes out of a period of struggle, is
painful; and I know the changes that occurred in 2006 were painful for many in
the congregation. | pray that this time of change will be one from which the
Eureka congregation will experience corporate and individual spiritual growth,
and | believe for many it already has. For those who are still suffering from
hurt and pain of the past year, | encouraged them in my pastor’s report to
examine themselves as to how they might grow in the Lord because of it and to
begin to look forward with a view toward a personal commitment to serve the
Lord in Eureka with a peaceful heart filled with joy for the edification of the
brethren. A challenge from Hebrews 12:11 was also set forth asking them to
ask themselves the question, “How have | been trained by the Lord during this
time, whereby it has produced the fruit of righteousness?”

It is a blessing to be called to the ministry at Eureka Reformed Church, and |
pray that the Lord will be pleased to keep me there for the years to come.

Your Servant in Christ,
Richard Stetler
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XII. CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE ELDERS

The President asked the Elder delegates that were present the Constitutional
Questions from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the
United States, and the Stated Clerk read the answers for Minot who had no
Elder present at the meeting. The following are the answers to the questions:

Question #1 - all answered yes;

Question #2 - all answered yes;

Question #3a - all answered yes;

Question #3b - all answered yes;

Question #4 - all answered yes;

Question #5a - all answered yes except Elder from Salem who answered
“No”;

Question #5b - all answered yes;

Question #5c - all answered yes except Elders from Ashley, Eureka,
Herreid, Minot and Watertown who answered “No”;

Question #5d - all answered yes;

Question #6 - all answered yes;

Question #7a - all answered yes;

Question #7b - all answered yes except for Pierre answered “No”.

Rev. McGee moved that the Executive Committee contact the Hosmer RCUS
(whose Elders were not able to attend this meeting) to obtain the answers to the
Constitutional Questions, Seconded, Carried.

XI1l. REPORT OF NUMERICAL AND FINANCIAL STATISTICS
See Appendix B of this Abstract.
XVI. READING OF THE STANDING RULES
See Appendix C of this Abstract.
XV. REPORTS FROM CLASSIS FRATERNAL DELEGATES
Fraternal Delegate Report to the Presbytery of the Dakotas, April 4-5, 2006
Fathers and Brothers,

Your delegate attended the Preshytery of the Dakotas of the OPC both days,
April 4-5. | attended most of the meeting leaving early April 5 as they were
finishing up the Miscellaneous Business. The meeting was held in Carson,
North Dakota. Rev. Steve Richert was also in attendance for the first day. It was
a most encouraging time and a delight to be with fellow brothers in Christ.

As is typical of an OPC Presbytery meeting, the chairman opened with a
sermon on Isaiah 6 and proceeded with a time of prayer for each of the
churches and missions of the Presbytery. It was sad to see the turmoil within
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some of the congregations. It is a reminder of the sinfulness of man, even
within the saints of God.

There were three fraternal delegates present at the meeting. Rev. Johnson
representing Classis Central United States of the URCNA, Rev. Wes White
from Spearfish representing the Souixlands Presbytery of the PCA and myself.
Rev. Johnson gave his address on Tuesday due to the necessity of leaving that
evening, while Rev. White and | gave ours addresses in the morning of
Wednesday. | greeted the brothers and informed them of some of the decisions
of our recent Classis meeting. | could have simply referred them to their own
fraternal delegate’s report, as Rev. Vern Picknally did an excellent and detailed
summary of our meeting. | reviewed our statistics and asked them to pray for
us. | also informed them of the possibility of a work in Brookings and said we
were doing this as a part of the NAPARC comity agreement. Later in the
meeting, a motion was made to encourage us in this work as we saw fit. Their
desire is that reformed works be started, regardless of which denomination.

With the difficulties in Volga and Bridgewater congregations, there were
special reports regarding the activities of the sessions and especially of the
committees trying to restore harmony within these congregations. In light of
these troubles, an amendment to a motion regarding their Bylaws which came
from the previous Presbytery meeting was made. This amendment failed
because of concern for the potential costs and trouble with adding more rules.
The original motion also failed which was only a motion to erect a committee to
look into what changes to the Bylaws were needed.

There was one examination of a man for ordination and one for a man to come
under care. The ordination exam was of a Mr. Shawn Mathis who sustained his
exam and will be installed as co-pastor with Rev. Leonard Coppes in the Park
Hill Church, Denver, Colorado. Mr. Mike Putkowski was also received under
care of the Presbytery.

In missions, the POD, has works in Bismarck, North Dakota, Sydney, Nebraska
and Logan/Provo, Utah. The work in Sydney is sponsored by the Fort Collins
congregation and may have some effect on our brothers in Greeley. An idea that
will be given a test run is that of using the rural weekly papers in South Dakota.
Ads will be run in these papers with information on material available, with the
hopes of beginning Bible Studies and even churches. Rev. D. Thule has lead
and this summer is planning to lead short term mission trips to Jamaica. These
trips are for one or two weeks at a normal cost to the participants.

The bulk of the remainder of the meeting was given over to the discussion of
the Revisions to the Directory for Public Worship. These General Assembly
committees have been making revisions for a number of years and believe they
are finished with their work. After much discussion, a motion to not adopt the
revisions was made and carried.
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| left at this point with only miscellaneous business left. | thank the Classis for
the privilege of attending the POD meeting. I also thank the brothers of the
POD for their hospitality and personal encouragement. | would ask the Classis
to keep our brothers in the POD in prayer as they struggle with many of the
same things we do.

Respectfully Submitted,
Dale Clark

XVI. ADDRESSES AND/OR REPORTS OF VISITORS

Rev. Doug Barns representing the Classis Central U.S. of the United Reformed
Churches in North America addressed the body and answered questions from
the floor. Rev. McGee gave the response on behalf of Northern Plains Classis.
Rev. McGee prayed for the URC and the NPC relationship.

XVII. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
There were no special committees; therefore, there were no reports.
XVIIl. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES

Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in
their final, amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise noted.

A. EDUCATION, STUDENT AID & PUBLICATIONS
Esteemed Brethren:
Your committee received the following:

1. The Camp Committee Report.
2. The Permanent Christian Education Committee Report.

We make the following recommendations:

1. That Classis approve the 2007 Heidelberg Youth Camp proposed
budget and camper fees.

2. That Classis approve the report as a whole of the Heidelberg Youth
Camp.

3. That the Northern Plains Classis re-elect Rev. William Haddock as
editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles and thank him for his service
the past year. Rev. Haddock was re-elected editor of Northern Plains
Chronicles for 2007-2008 by Classis.

4. That the editor of the Northern Plains Chronicles be paid an annual
stipend of $200.00 per year for his labors.

5. That the Northern Plains Classis Video library is available to the
Classis congregations. Take note.
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6. That the information on the Classis radio programs be made available
to the church members of Classis congregations. Take note.

7. That Classis overture Synod to setup a FTP (file transfer protocol) site
on the Synod’s website for the purposes of placing and transferring
documents electronically.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Steven Richert, Rev. Dale Clark, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Keith
Lorentzen, Elder Rod DeJong

B. EXAMINATION AND LICENSURE

Recommendation #1 — that the licensure examination of Mr. Grossmann be
sustained.

Recommendation #2 — that at his ordination examination, Licentiate James
Grossmann be examined in the following areas:

e History of Philosophy,
e  Christology (accomplished and applied),
e English Bible;

and that the Candidates and Credentials Committee test him in:

e the areas of the Trinity,
e Imputations of Adam’s sin,
o the figurative view of the book of Revelations.

Recommendation #3 — that Licentiate James Grossmann’s ordination exam be
set for the Spring Classis meeting of 2008.

Recommendation #4 — that Licentiate James Grossmann’s internship under
Rev. Tracy Gruggett be extended to the Spring Classis meeting of 2008.

Recommendation #5 — that licentiate James Grossmann be strongly encouraged
to complete his seminary education.

After approval of Recommendation #5, Mr. James Grossmann read aloud the
Formula of Subscription for Licentiates, and signed & dated the form.
Rev. Gruggett prayed for Mr. Grossmann. The assembly arose and
extended the right hand of fellowship.

Recommendation #6 — that the ordination exam of Richard Stetler be sustained.

Recommendation #7 — that Classis approve the call of Richard Stetler to the
Eureka Reformed Church and his acceptance letter.

Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Rev. William Haddock, Rev. David Dawn, Elder Tim
Rott, Elder Milbert Kappes
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C. EXCUSES
Your committee brings the following recommendations:

Recommendation #1 — Rev. Jones was providentially hindered from attending
the Classis meeting and an excuse was presented. Take note.

Recommendation #2 — the excuses of Jim Snyder and Allen Dockter be
approved.

Recommendation #3 — the excuses of Elders Hieb and Neifer be approved.
Ruled out of order due to the fact that excuse was submitted by Licentiate
James Grossmann who is not a delegate.

Rev. McGee moved to excuse Elders Hieb and Neifer from all sessions of
Classis due to work. Motion seconded and carried.

Rev. Lee Johnson, Rev. Dale Clark, Elder Tom Ochsner, Elder Ralph Kusler
D. FINANCES, BENEVOLENCE, AND MINISTERIAL AID
Your committee received the following items:
Item #5, The Permanent Diaconal Committee report.
Item #9, request from the Consistory of Covenant RCUS, Watertown,
Item #11, request of Rev. Norman and Lena Jones,
Item #19, letter and budget from Kassel RCUS.
Your committee recommends the following items:

Recommendation #1: Item #5, concerning the Diaconal Committee report,
that the committee did not meet and conducted no business — take note.

Recommendation #2 : Item #11, concerning the request of Rev. Norman and
Lena Jones, that the Northern Plains Classis overtures the Synod of the
RCUS for Financial Aid on their behalf in the amount of $1,350 per
month.

Recommendation #3: Item #9, concerning the request from the consistory of
Covenant RCUS in Watertown, SD, that the NPC overture the Synod of
the RCUS to remove from the Synodical Guidelines and approve as
works worthy of support: Dordt College, Hope Haven, Mid-America
Reformed Seminary, New Geneva Seminary, Heidelberg Seminary,
Greenville Seminary, and MERF.

Recommendation #4: That the Northern Plains Classis appoint Rev. William
Haddock as Successor Treasurer if the Treasurer is not able to perform
his duties and be authorized to transact all the duties of the Treasurer
including banking transactions.
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Recommendation #5: Item #19, that Kassel RCUS seek a similar type of
arrangement with a future supply minister as they had with Dr. Grael
Gannon.

Recommendation #6: That the consistory of Kassel RCUS confer with the
consistory of another RCUS church within the bounds of the Northern
Plains Classis for alternate means of supplying their pulpit.

Rev. Richert prayed for the Kassel Reformed church after this
recommendation.

Recommendation #7: that the Classis approve the following amounts for
travel reimbursements:

Miles Rate Total

Tim Rott 380 $0.35 $133.00

Dale Clark 850 $0.35 $297.50
Ralph Kusler 200 $0.35 $70.00
Richard Stetler 340 $0.35 $119.00
Keith Lorentzen 800 $0.35 $280.00
Alan Fickbohm 388 $0.35 $135.80
William Haddock 388 $0.35 $135.80
Steven Richert 200 $0.35 $70.00
Michael McGee 940 $0.35 $329.00
$1570.10

Recommendation #8: That the Guideline for Northern Plains Classis for the
Classical year 2007 be set according to the following:

Classical Dues $8.50
Missions $38.00
Total $46.50

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Michael McGee, Rev. Lee Johnson, Rev. David Dawn, Elder Ralph
Kusler, Elder Ruben Beck

E. JUDICIAL
Esteemed Brethren:

Your committee has received the following:
1. The Synodical Executive Committee’s report to the Classis
2. Overture from Hosmer Reformed Church
3. Overture from Harvest Reformed Church.
4. Overture from Kassel Reformed Church.
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Your committee makes the following recommendations:

1. That Classis vote to amend Article 41 of the RCUS constitution as
recommended by Synod. (Defeated)

Concerning Hosmer’s petition, take note.
That Standing Rule 16 read as follows:
a. The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or
for Classis business, at 35 cents ($0.35) per mile per vehicle.
When distance and time require public travel on public
transportation to and from Classis, or for Classis business,
they shall be granted full fare. (Passed by 2/3 vote)
4. That Classis appoint Rev. Dale Clark to augment the Consistory and
Spiritual Council of Kassel Reformed Church.
5. That Classis advise the Spiritual council of Kassel Reformed Church
to erase Dr. Grael Gannon from its membership roll.
Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Steven Richert, Rev. Dale Clark, Rev. William Haddock, Elder Keith
Lorentzen, Elder Rod DeJong

F. MISSIONS

Recommendation #1 — that Classis direct the Permanent Home Mission
Committee to draw up a Philosophy of Missions Statement to be presented to
the next Classis.

Recommendation #2 — that Classis approve a $2,000 budget for the Home
Missions Committee for this Classical year.

Recommendation #3 — that $14,400 be given to Covenant RCUS in Watertown
for support in 2008 as per their request.

Recommendation #4 — that Classis set aside April 29, 2007, for churches to
collect a special offering to be used for debt relief of our Watertown work and
prayer for mission in the Northern Plains Classis.

Recommendation #5 — that the Northern Plains Classis approve $2,223 to
support the “Start the Week” radio program of Salem Reformed Church.

Rev. Dale Clark, Rev. Lee Johnson, Elder Tom Ochsner, Elder Ralph Kusler

At the conclusion of the Standing Home Missions report, Rev. Dale Clark
moved to excuse himself from the remaining sessions of the Classis meeting.
(Seconded, and Carried).
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G. NOMINATIONS

The Nominations Committee recommends the following nominations to the
Permanent Classis Committees for the coming classical year (Underlined is
Convener):

AUDITING: Dawn, Bender, Haak
CAMP: Richert, Stetler, Lorentzen, Fickbohm
CANDATES & CRED.: Gruggett, Haddock, Rott, Snyder
CHRISTIAN ED. & PUB.: Haddock, McGee, Abbink, Beck
DIACONAL: Clark, Kappes, Lorentzen
EXECUTIVE: Dawn, DeJong, Kusler
HOME MISSIONS: McGee, Johnson, Dockter, Goehring
INTERCHURCH
RELATIONS: Johnson, Stetler, Kappes, Neifer

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Mike McGee, Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Elder Alan Fickbohm

H. OVERTURES
Your committee received the following items:

1) Auditing Committee Report to Finances, Ben. & Min. Aid.

2) Removed — Duplicate item — see item #12.

3) Candidates & Credentials Committee Report to Examinations & Lic.
4) Christian Education Committee Report to Ed., Pub. & Student Aid.
5) Diaconal Committee Report to Finances, Ben. & Min. Aid.

6) Home Missions Committee Report to Missions.

7) Interchurch Relations Committee Report to Services & Inter. Rel.
8) Treasurer’s Report to Finances, Ben. & Min. Aid.

9) Overture from Covenant Reformed Church to Financial

10) Correspondence from Hosmer Reformed Church to Judicial.

11) Request for Ministerial Aid from Rev. Jones to Ministerial Aid.
12) Salem Reformed radio program funding to Missions.

13) Stated Clerk’s report to Publications.

14) Excuse from Jim Snyder to Excuses.

15) Excuse from Allen Dockter to Excuses.

16) Overture from Harvest Reformed Church to Judicial.

17) Excuse from Rev. Jones to Excuses.

18) Communication from Kassel to Judicial.

19) Request from Kassel to financial.

20) Excuse for Hosmer Elders to Excuses.
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The Committee brings the following recommendations:

1. Items #1-19 be sent to the specified committees.
2. ltems #20 to excuses.

Rev. Lee Johnson, Rev. Dale Clark, Elder Ralph Kusler, Elder Tom Ochsner
I. SERVICES AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
Your committee received item #7, the 2007 Interchurch Relations report.

Recommendation #1 — adoption of the Permanent Interchurch Relations
Committee report.

Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Rev. William Haddock, Rev. David Dawn, Elder Milbert
Kappes, Elder Tim Rott

XIX. MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS
A. Expression of Appreciation to the Hosting Congregation

Rev. Lee Johnson read the expression of appreciation to the hosting
congregation which was the following:

“The delegates of the 22" annual Northern Plains Classis express our
profound appreciation and gratitude to the Covenant Reformed Church of
Watertown for hosting us. We were refreshed by your hospitality, your
scrumptious food, and warm fellowship. We thank God for you and your
witness in Watertown, and may God bless you with all heavenly blessings in
Christ Jesus.”

The expression of appreciation is to be printed in the bulletin of the Hosting
Congregation the following Sunday.

B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk’s Report, Executive Committee’s Minutes,
and Overture Committee’s Report

The Stated Clerk’s Report, the Executive Committee Report, and the Standing
Overtures Committee report were all adopted by the Northern Plains Classis.

XX. READING OF THE MINUTES

On Tuesday morning, March 6™, the minutes of the previous session were read
and corrected. The President declared the minutes of the previous session
approved as read and corrected.

At the end of the business meeting, the minutes for the day were read and
corrected by the Clerk. The President asked, “Shall the minutes be now
approved?” Since there were no objections, he declared the minutes approved.
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XXI. ADJOURNMENT

The Northern Plains Classis adjourned to the 23 Annual Meeting of the
Northern Plains Classis at a place to be announced by the Executive
Committee. The meeting will be on March 3™, 2008. The Classis adjourned at
8:50 P.M. on March 6™, 2007.

A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed 6 ministers, 2 licentiates, and 8 elders present.
B. Devotions

Elder Rod DeJong of Covenant RCUS of Watertown, led the Assembly in the
closing devotion from Jude.

C. The Apostles’ Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction

The Assembly stood to unite in reciting the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s
Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction.

Rodney S. DeJong
Stated Clerk, Northern Plains Classis
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APPENDICES
Pages 62-63 — Appendix A — Treasurer’s Report
Pages 64-65 — Appendix B — 2005 Statistics of the Northern Plains Classis
Pages 66-67 — Appendix C — Standing Rules of Classis

Pages 68-69 - Necrology
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APPENDIX A

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
FUND BALANCES
Jan. 1, 2006 Thru Dec. 31, 2006

Balance Balance Savings

FUND 1/1/06 INCOME EXPENSES 12/31/06  Certificates

Classical Dues $ 546762 $ 2,239.89 $ 3,603.16 $ 4,104.35 $ 1,000.00

Home Missions $ 3,750.20 $ 20,042.11 $ 20,096.18 $ 3,696.13 $ 2,000.00

Total $ 9,217.82 $ 22,282.00 $ 23,699.34 $ 7,800.48 $ 3,000.00

Foundation $ 7,72857 $ 231.86 $ - $ - $ 7,960.43

STATEMENT OF INCOME
Classical Home

From Source Received Dues Missions Foundations
Interest on NOW Account $ 13.89 $ 7.11

Intereset on Savings Certificates $ 30.00 $ 60.00 $ 231.86
Covenant Ref. Church - Watertown $ 80.00 $ 850.00
First Reformed Church - Aberdeen $ 448.00 $ 4,760.00
Kassel Reformed Church - Denhoff $ 76.00 $ 807.50
Harvest Reformed Church - Minot $ 160.00 $ 1,700.00
Hope Reformed Church - Pierre $ 92.00 $ 977.50

Salem Reformed Church - Ashley $ 168.00
Eureka Reformed Church - Eureka $ 776.00 $ 8,245.00
Reformed Church of Hosmer $ 148.00

Leola Reformed Church - Leola $ 32.00 $ 340.00
Herreid Reformed Church - Herreid $ 216.00 $ 2,295.00

Total Income $ 2,239.89 $ 20,042.11 $ 231.86
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APPENDIX A
STATEMENT OF EXPENSES

CLASSICAL EXPENSES
70.00 Lynn Goehring - Mileage $
27.00 Rev. McGee - Mileage $
27.00 Rev. Clark - Moving $
80.00 Jurgens Printing - Abstracts $ 707.41
$
$
$

SPRING CLASSIS MEETING
Keith Lorentzen

Lynn Goehring

Rev. William Haddock

Rod DeJong

145.20
239.86
900.00

$
$
$
$
Rev. Dale Clark $ 6.50 Check Blanks 8.89
Rev. Norman Jones $ 27.00 U.S. Postmaster 18.80
Rev. Steven Richert $ 40.00 Total 2,020.16
Rev. David Dawn $ 8.00
Ralph Kusler $ 40.00 TOT. CLASS. EXPENSES $ 3,603.16
Milbert Kappes $ 26.00
Tim Rott $ 8.80 HOME MISSIONS
Total $ 360.30 Watertown $ 16,000.00
Rev. McGee-Great Falls Exp. $ 1,978.93
FALL CLASSIS MEETING Salem Ref. - Radio Broadcast $ 2,117.25
Rev. Michael McGee $ 97.20 Total Home Missions m
Rev. Tracy Gruggett $ 68.00
Keith Lorentzen $ 79.30 TOTAL EXPENSES $ 23,699.34
Tim Rott $ 13.00
Rev. Dale Clark $ 88.80
Rev. William Haddock $ 52.00
Rev. Steven Richert $ 94.40
Richard Stetler $ 280.00
Total “$ 77270
OFFICERS HONORARIUM
Rev. Dale Clark - President $  100.00
Rod DeJong - Clerk $  250.00
Ralph Kusler - Treasure $ 100.00
Total “$ 45000

Northern Plains Classis Treasurer prepared this financial statement on a cash basis. Fund
accounting which consists of a self balancing group of accounts and in which is recorded cash
received and expenditures paid, is used by the Classis. In addition, revenue and the related assets
are recognized when received rather than when earned, and expenses are recognized when paid
rather than when the obligation is incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements
are not intended to present financial and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted
accounting principles.

Ralph Kusler, Treasurer
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APPENDIX B

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS — 2006 STATISTICS

Aberdeen Ashley Denhoff Eureka Herreid Hosmer
Number of Elders 3 3 2 2 2 2
Number of Deacons 3 3 2 3 2 3
Communicants Last Year 112 46 19 194 54 37
Received - Confirmation 2 0 3 2 0 0
Received - Transfer 3 2 0 5 0 0
Received - Profession 1 0 0 0 1 0
Total Received 6 2 3 7 1 0
Total Old & New 118 48 22 201 55 37
Lost - Dismissal 3 4 0 5 0 3
Lost - Erase/Disciple 0 0 0 4 2 0
Lost - Death 2 2 1 5 1 1
Total Lost 5 6 1 14 3 4
Tot Communicants This Year 113 42 21 187 52 33
Unconfirmed Members 26 0 1 17 15 0
Total Baptized Members 139 42 22 204 67 33
Number of Families 61 22 14 114 31 15
Children in Sunday School 21 0 0 6 7 0
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized Last Year 5 0 0 0 6 0
Total Baptisms 5 0 0 0 6 0
Members' - Lord's Supper 103 40 22 144 48 16
Lord's Supper Observed 4 3 4 3 4 3
Receipts - Sunday Offerings $ 74928|$ 21439 |$ 13843 |$ 101,943 |$ 37846 |$ 5115
Receipts - Special Offerings $ 6240|% 4,602 | $ - |8 6379 |$ 9883|3% 4,800
Receipts - Other Sources $ 2676|% 3812 % 177 $ 7603 | $ 5487 |$ 10450
Total Receipts $ 83844|$ 29853 |$ 14,020 |$ 115925|$ 53216 |$ 20,365
Budgeted Synodical Funds $ 24272 |$ 2994 |$ 4232|$ 32975|$ 4304 |$ 653
Budgeted Classical Funds $ 5208|% 168 | $ 883 | $ 9021|$ 2511|$ -
RCUS Non-Budgeted $ - |3 273 | $ - |3 4113 219 | $ 175
Non-RCUS Benovolences $ - |3 100 | $ 100 | $ 6,479 | $ ) -
Other General Expenses $ 52048 |$ 24722|$ 7,849|$ 73538 |$ 42289 |$ 14,590
Total Disbursements $ 81528|$ 28257 |$ 12,081 |$ 122,054 |$ 49383 |$ 15418
Value of Church Building $ 150,000 | $ 24,900 |$ 40,000 |$ 250,000 | $ 40,000 |$ 25,000
Value of Parsonage $ - |$ 22000|% - |$ 75000|$% 42000|$ -
Property Improvements $ 884 | $ - |8 $ 5202|% - |8
Present Property Debts $ - 13 $ $ - |3 $
Debt Paid Last Year $ - |3 - |8 k] - |8 - IS -
Synod Giving Per Communicant $ 217 % 65| $ 223 $ 170 | $ 80| $ 18
Classis Giving Per Cummunicant $ 471% 418 4613 471% 471% -
Total RCUS Per Communicant $ 263 | $ 5% 269 | $ 217 | $ 131 $ 23
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APPENDIX B

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS — 2006 STATISTICS

Leola Minot Pierre| Watertown Totals

Number of Elders 1 2 2 2 2
Number of Deacons 2 1 1 0 20
Communicants Last Year 8 40 23 20 553
Received - Confirmation 0 0 1 0 8
Received - Transfer 0 2 3 0 5
Received - Profession 0 1 2 0 5
Total Received 0 3 6 0 28
Total Old & New 8 43 29 20 581}
Lost - Dismissal 0 0 1 0 26
Lost - Erase/Disciple 0 0 0 1 7
Lost - Death 0 1 0 0 3
Total Lost 0 11 1 1 46
Total Communicants This Year 8 32 28 19 535
Unconfirmed Members 0 » 2 il 84
Total Baptized Members 8 44 30 30 619
Number of Families 5 19 1% 10 305
Children in Sunday School 0 1] 5 7 57
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized Last Year 0 3 2 0 6
Total Baptisms 0 3 2 0 16
Members' - Lord's Supper 8 29 25 19 454
Lord's Supper Observed 4 » 6 6 49
Receipts - Sunday Offerings $ 7679 |$  53005|$ 34,891 $ 27625 |$ 3783u
Receipts - Special Offerings $ 791 $ 04| $ 4550 | $ - |8 37349
Receipts - Other Sources $ 2783 | $ 4382 |8 - $ 16,000 | $ 53,300
Total Receipts $ 11183 [$ 57,491 |$ 39,4418 43,625 | $ 468,963
Budgeted Synodical Funds $ 1743 | $ 800 | $ 4824 | $ 3930 | $ 80727
Budgeted Classical Funds $ 372 | $ 1860 | $ 1070 | $ 930 | $ 22,023
RCUS Non-Budgeted $ $ K mE $ 768
Non-RCUS Benovolences $ - |s 04| $ 87 | $ - |$ 6870
Other General Expenses $ 7969 | $ 55044 | $ 28,994 [ $ 41592 | $ 348,635
Total Disbursements $ 10,084 | $ 57,808 | $ 34,975 |$ 46,452 | $ 458,040
Value of Church Building $ 20000 |$ 150,000 |$ 110,000 | $ - |'$ 809900
Value of Parsonage $ $ 85000 % 10,000 |$ 145,000 | $ 479,000
Property Improvements $ $ 6,500 | $ - $ $ 12,586
Present Property Debts $ $ 5527 | $ 25817 | $ $ 31344
Debt Paid Last Year $ - s 5527 | $ 6,056 | $ - |'$ 1583
Synod Giving Per Communicant $ 218 | $ 20 |8 210 | $ 07 |$ 146
Classis Giving Per Cummunicant | $ 47| $ 4718 47| $ 4718 40
Total RCUS Per Com municant $ 264 | $ 67 | $ 256 | $ 243 | $ 187
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1)
2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

APPENDIX C
THE STANDING RULES OF THE NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS

Organization
The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.

That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the first
Monday in March and shall meet each day until all business
regularly brought before it has been disposed. (2002)

The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive
Committee, and these proposed services shall be circulated before
Classis.

Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot.
All names appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates,
and if there is not an election on the first ballot, only the names with
the two highest totals of votes shall be candidates until there is an
election.

The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be forwarded to the
stated clerk two weeks before the session of Classis.

Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly
Spring meeting of Classis shall, before the date of the meeting,
send in the answers to the questions placed before the elder
according to Article 81 of the Constitution. This copy shall be
signed by all the elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated Clerk.

Correspondence

The parochial reports and statistics shall be forwarded two weeks
before the spring session; the parochial reports to the President of
the Classis and the statistics to the Stated Clerk two weeks before
the session of Classis.

The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and special
Committees of Classis shall be completed and mailed to the
Consistories of all the Churches two weeks before the Spring
Meeting of Classis. Parochial reports from all Ministers and
Licentiates are to be sent to the President at least two weeks before
the Spring meeting of Classis. Excuses for these requirements are
to be made by written_request to the Executive Committee of Classis
by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks
before the meeting of Classis.
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9) Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance
of Classis shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to
Classis at any time.

10) If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request
information from the Executive of Classis concerning constitutional
matters and procedures, as provided in Article 91, the answer shall,
if the request is in order and in written form, be presented in written
form and relevant only to the item in question.

11) All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of white
paper measuring 8.5 inches wide and 11 inches long. (2005)

Financial

12) The Classical dues shall be due on the first of September and are to
be paid not later than the 30th of September of the current year.

13) The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to
“Northern Plains Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund
and how much for each fund.

14) The President of Classis shall receive one hundred dollars
($100.00), the Stated Clerk shall receive two hundred fifty dollars
($250.00), and the Treasurer one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the
Classical year.

15) Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose
congregations have paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis
Treasurer, and those delegates who have attended all sessions or
have been properly excused by Classis.

16) The Treasurer shall reimburse travel to and from Classis, or for
Classis business, at 35 cents ($0.35) per mile per vehicle. When
distance and time require public travel on public transportation to
and from Classis, or for Classis business, they shall be granted full
fare. (2007)

Examinations

17) It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for
the ministry and before installing ordained ministers from other
denominations, to require no less than a six month internship for
them under the supervision of a pastor of the Classis who has
served in the Reformed Church in the United States for at least five
years. During this internship particular emphasis shall be placed
upon learning the peculiarities and practices of the RCUS. This
internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the
candidate has received a call or is licensed.
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Necrology for Dean J. Krein (1936-2006)

Dean J. Krein, son of Julius and Rosa (Opp), was born February 5, 1936 in
Eureka, South Dakota. He passed into the next life in Eureka, South Dakota,
June 3, 2006 at the age of 70.

He was united in marriage to Kathryn Just on August 4, 1957, in the Zion
American Lutheran Church, Eureka, South Dakota. They made their first home
in Aberdeen, South Dakota while Dean was attending Northern State Teachers
College. In 1958, they moved to Eureka where they purchased a local grocery.
Several years later, Dean became a partner in the Red Owl, which he operated
for 30 years.

Dean enjoyed gardening and fishing. He also served his community as an
original member of the Eureka Ambulance Service.

Dean was baptized in the Calvin Reformed Church and confirmed in the Eureka
Reformed Church. He served as a Deacon in the Eureka Reformed Church
from 1971-1982 and as an Elder from 1993 — 1998.

Dean will be missed by his wife Kathryn, 3 daughters and one grandson.

Necrology for Calvin J. Opp (1914-2006)

Calvin J. Opp, son of John d. and Elizabeth (Neuharth) Opp was born
November 8, 1914, 13 miles northeast of Eureka, South Dakota. He passed into
the next life in Eureka, South Dakota, January 22, 2006 at the age of 91.

He was united in marriage to Ella Fischer on September 22, 1940, in the
Reformed Church, Greenway, South Dakota. They farmed 14 miles northeast
of Eureka, South Dakota. Calvin retired from farming 1999 and moved to
Eureka, South Dakota.

Calvin was known by many people for his unselfish labors. He loved spending
time with his grandson and participating and watching baseball. Reading the
Bible was very important to him and he could quote it knowledgeably.

Calvin was a member of the Glucksthal Reformed Church and the eureka
Reformed Church, where he served as Elder for 15 years. He also served his
community as a school board member for the Detmold School District.

Calvin will be missed by his two children, their husbands and his grandson.
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Necrology for Alwin Edwin Rau (1922-2006)

Alwin was the son of Fredrick and Mathilda (Dockter) Rau. As a young man
he grew up and attended school near Lincoln Valley. He married Freda
Ammon on November 10, 1946, south of Anamoose.

Alwin worked at the Lincoln Valley General Store for a short time. Alwin
farmed for over 59 years south of Drake.

He was a lifelong member of the Kassel Reformed Church of Denhoff where he
served as an Elder from 1977 until the time of his death. He served as a Sunday
school teacher for 21 years. He was presently serving as secretary for the
Kassel Reformed Church congregation, as secretary for the consistory, and
served on the Home Missions committee for 11 years for the RCUS Synod.

Alwin served on a Drake creamery board, Drake Rural Fire Department Board
and the Highland Township Board where he had served as chairman. Alwin
enjoyed farming for 59 years, church activities, and spending time visiting with
his friends, children, grandchildren.

Alwin is survived by his wife, Freda of Butte; daughter and son-in-law, Doris
and Rick Bergeson of Minot; three sons and two daughters-in-law, Allen and
Roxanne of Fargo; Aaron and Margie of butte, Arrel of Savannah, GA; twelve
grandchildren; four great-grandchildren.

Necrology for Alvin Sayler

Alvin Sayler was born February 2, 1913 to Andrew and Elizabeth Sayler in
Artas, SD. In 1936, he married Sadie Fuehrer in Artas Reformed Church. In
1953, they moved to Herreid and joined First Reformed Church of Herreid, SD,
where Alvin would serve faithfully as an elder. His wife and daughter, Betty,
died in an automobile accident in 1960. Alvin married Florine Lammle in
1963, in the Eureka Reformed Church, moving that same year to reside in
eureka and become a member of that church. In 1998, his wife died, and in
1999, Alvin entered nursing care. He died in 2006, at the age of 93.

As an enjoyable hobby, he liked to sell cars. Alvin also was a partner in the
Herreid Livestock, but Alvin’s true love was working the land and farming. All
of his working life, he was a farmer. He raised mostly small grains and
livestock. Alvin also raised a family leaving behind two daughters, one son,
one step-son, two step-daughters, six grandchildren, seven step-grandchildren,
ten great-grandchildren, and seven step-great grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by both wives, one son, Allen, and one daughter, Betty.
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"My food," said Jesus, "is to do the will of him who sent me and to finish
his work. Do you not say, 'Four months more and then the harvest'? |
tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest.
Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop
for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad
together.”

John 4:34-36
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