NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS

REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES
DELEGATES — 19™ ANNUAL MEETING

MARCH 1-2, 2004

Church

Pastor

Primarius Elder

Secundus Elder

Aberdeen
First Reformed

Rev. David A. Dawn
1214 S McCoy Str
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Ph.605-229-5953
rcus@usa.com

Ralph Kusler
1322 'S. 8" Str
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Ph. 605-225-1242
mjkusler@abe.midco.net

John W. Bender
1108 10" Ave NE
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Ph. 605-226-0799

Ashley
Salem Reformed

Rev. Steven Richert

PO Box 345

Ashley, ND 58413

Ph. 701-288-3682
richerts@characterlink.net

Tim Rott
4865 100" Str SE
Ashley, ND 58413
Ph. 701-288-3767

Reinhold Dockter
216 2" Str NE
Ashley, ND 58413
Ph. 701-288-3884

Denhoff
Kassel Reformed

Gannon, Dr. Grael

912 Mandan St.

Bismarck, ND 58501-3506
Ph. 701-223-5244
ggannon@bitinet.net

Alwin Rau
540 20™ St. NE
Kief, ND 58747-9339
Ph. 701-626-7312

Eureka
Eureka Reformed

Rev. Dale Clark
PO Box 276
Eureka, SD 57437
Ph. 605-284-2396
clarkds@valleytel.net

Chester Beck
31540 104" Str
Artas, SD 57437
Ph. 605-437-2462

Arlo Mehlhaff
PO Box 797
Eureka, SD 57437
Ph. 605-284-2331

Herreid
First Reformed

Tom Ochsner
31178 104" Str
Herreid, SD 57632
Ph. 605-437-2262

Vern Ochsner
10118 309" Ave
Herreid, SD 57632
Ph. 605-437-2772

Hosmer
Hosmer Reformed

Rev. Steven Richert

PO Box 345

Ashley, ND 58413

Ph. 701-288-3682
richerts@characterlink.net

Jere Hieb
PO Box 88
Hosmer, SD 57448
Ph. 605-283-2733

Leroy Neifer
RR1 Box 39
Hosmer, SD 57448
Ph. 605-577-6604

Leola
Oranien Reformed

Rev. David A. Dawn
1214 S McCoy Str
Aberdeen, SD 57401
Ph. 605-229-5953
rcus@usa.com

Milbert Kappes
10368 357" Ave
Long Lake, SD 57457
Ph. 605-577-6679

Minot
Harvest Reformed

Rev. Mike McGee
124 22" St. SW
Minot, ND 58701

Allen Dockter
14700 125" Str SE
Sawyer, ND 58781

Jim Snyder
2300 19" Ave NW
Minot, ND 58703




Ph. 701-838-8393
mcgeenme@srt.com

Ph. 701-624-5707
dockters@srt.com

Ph. 701-838-7083
jbsynder@ndak.net

Pierre
Hope Reformed

Rev. William Haddock
105 Lakeview Dr.
Pierre, SD 57501
Ph. 605-945-1070
rhearld@earthlink.net

Alan Fickbohm
304 N Harrison Ave
Pierre, SD 57501
Ph. 605-224-0358

Lynn Goehring
203 Neltom Dr.
Pierre, SD 57501
Ph. 605-224-4209
ligoehring@hotmail.com

Watertown
Covenant Reformed

Rev. Tracy Gruggett
434 30" Str NW
Watertown, SD 57201
Ph. 605-882-9704
gruggett@itctel.com

Rod DeJong
3517 4™ Ave SW
Watertown, SD 57201
Ph. 605-882-4071
rodejong@wat.midco.net

Ron Abbink
1016 N. Arrow Ave
Watertown, SD 57201
Ph. 605-886-9557
rabbink@wat.midco.net
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REFORMED CHURCH
IN THE UNITED STATES

19™ Annual Spring Meeting
March 1-2, 2004
Salem Reformed Church
Ashley, North Dakota



Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed
this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And [ will

give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
Matthew 16:16-19

The Lord has blessed us in a most singular way, he has given us life forever more. Let us by our confession in Jesus Christ confront the evil in our society and expect the church to grow and
prosper in this land and throughout the world.

President Rev. Dale Clark



NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS

REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES
Spring Meeting
March 1-2, 2004
Ashley, North Dakota

CLASSICAL GUIDELINE FOR GIVING
Classical Dues $4.00
Missions $31.00
Total $35.00

OFFICERS OF CLASSIS
PRESIDENT: Rev. Dale Clark
VICE-PRESIDENT: Rev. Steve Richert
STATED CLERK: Elder Rod De Jong
TREASURER: Elder Ralph Kusler

PERMANENT COMMITTEES
(underline indicates chairman)

AUDITING
D. Dawn, M. J. Bender, F. Opp

CAMP
M. McGee, J. Snyder, T. Ochsner

CANDIDATES & CREDENTIALS
W. Haddock, M. McGee, T. Gruggett, F. Opp

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION. & PUBULICATION
D. Dawn, S. Richert, N. Jones, J. Hieb

DIACONAL
D. Clark, G. Gannon, M. Kappes

EXECUTIVE
D. Clark, R. De Jong, R. Kusler

HOME MISSIONS
S. Richert, D. Clark, T. Rott, T. Ochsner

INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
Dawn, Opp, Bender
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2004 DIRECTORY
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS (RCUS)

MINISTERS OF THE WORD
Clark, Rev. Dale (Eureka RCUS, Eureka)
309 H Ave., PO Box 276, Eureka, SD 57437
PH: 605/284-2396; e-mail: clarkds@valleytel.net

Dawn, David (First RCUS, Aberdeen; Oranien RCUS, Leola)
1214 S. McCoy, Aberdeen, SD 57401
PH: 605/229-5953; e-mail: rcus@usa.com

Gruggett, Rev. Tracy (Covenant RCUS, Watertown)
434 30th St. NW, Watertown, SD 57201
PH: 605/882-9704; e-mail: gruggett@jitctel.com

Haddock, Rev. William (Hope RCUS, Pierre)
105 Lakeview Dr., Pierre, SD 57501
PH: 605/945-1070; e-mail: rherald@earthlink.net

Jones, Rev. Norman (retired, Hope RCUS, Pierre)
202 W. Prospect Ave., Pierre, SD 57501
PH: 605/945-1045; e-mail: norman@calvinjones.com

McGee, Mr. Michael (Harvest RCUS, Minot)
124 22nd St. SW, Minot, ND 58701
PH: 701/838-8393; e-mail: mcgeenme(@srt.com

Richert, Rev. Steven (Salem RCUS, Ashley; Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer)
201 1% Ave. SW, Ashley, ND 58413
PH:701/288-3682; e-mail: richerts@characterlink.net

PRIMARIUS ELDERS



Beck, Mr. Chester (Eureka RCUS, Eureka)
31540, 109th St., Artas, SD 57437
PH: 605/437-2462

De Jong, Mr. Rod (Covenant RCUS, Watertown)
3517 4th Ave. SW, Watertown, SD 57201
PH: 605/882-4071; e-mail: rodejong@wat.midco.net

Dockter, Mr. Allen (Harvest RCUS, Minot)
14700 125th St. SE, Sawyer, ND 58781
PH: 701/624-5707; e-mail: dockters@srt.com

Fickbohm, Mr. Alan (Hope RCUS, Pierre)
304 N. Harrison, Pierre, SD 57501
PH: 605/224-0358

Gannon, Dr. Grael (Kassel RCUS, Denhoff)
912 Mandan St., Bismarck, ND 58501-3506

PH: 701/223-5244; e-mail: ggannon@btinet.net

Hieb, Mr. Jere (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer)
PO Box 88, Hosmer, SD 57448
PH: 605/283-2733

Kappes, Mr. Milbert (Oranien RCUS, Leola)
10368 357" Ave., Long Lake, SD 57457
PH: 605/577-6669

Kusler, Mr. Ralph (First RCUS, Aberdeen)
1322 S. 8th St., Aberdeen, SD 57401
PH: 605/225-1242; email: mjkusler@abe.midco.net

Ochsner, Mr. Tom (First RCUS, Herreid)
3117 104th St., Herreid, SD 57632
PH: 605/437-2262

Rott, Mr. Tim (Salem RCUS, Ashley)

4865 100" Str. SE, Ashley ND 58413
PH: 701/288-3767

Abbink, Mr. Ron (Covenant RCUS, Watertown)

2004 DIRECTORY
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS (RCUS)

SECUNDUS ELDERS
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2004 DIRECTORY
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS (RCUS)

1016 Arrow Ave., Watertown, SD 57201
PH: 605/886-9557; e-mail: rabbink@wat.midco.net

Bender, John (First RCUS, Aberdeen)
1108 NE 10" Ave, Aberdeen, SD 57401
PH: 605/226-0799

Dockter, Mr. Reinhold (Salem RCUS, Ashley)
216 2™ Str. NE, Ashley, ND 58413
PH: 701/288-3884

Goehring, Mr. Lynn (Hope RCUS, Pierre)
203 Neltom Dr., Pierre, SD 57501
PH: 605/224-4209; email: ljgoehring@hotmail.com

Mehlhaff, Mr. Arlo (Eureka RCUS, Eureka)
PO Box 797, Eureka, SD 57437
PH: 605/284-2331

Neifer, Mr. Leroy (Hosmer RCUS, Hosmer)
RR1, Box 39, Hosmer, SD 57448
PH: 605/577-6604

Ochsner, Vern (First RCUS, Herreid)
101108 309™ Ave., Herreid, SD 57632
PH: 605/437-2772

Rau, Mr. Alwin (Kassel RCUS, Denhoff)
540 20th St. NE, Kief, ND 58747-9339
PH: 701/626-7312

Snyder, Mr. Jim (Harvest RCUS, Minot)

2300 19th Ave. NW, Minot, ND 58703
PH: 701/838-7083; e-mail: jbsnyder@ndak.net

Aberdeen, SD 57401 605/225-6120

CHURCHES



First RCUS, 9th Ave. and Dakota S. St. (Mail: 1214 S. McCoy St.)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:00 AM

Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Colleen)

Ashley, ND 58413
Salem RCUS, 209 1st Ave. SW (Mail: PO Box 345)

Worship: 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM (alternating monthly, please call)
Pastor: Steve Richert (wife, Nancy)

Denhoff, ND 58430

(Mail: 540 20th St. NE, Kief, ND 58747-9339)
Worship: 10:00 AM

Eureka, SD 57437

2004 DIRECTORY

701/228-3682

701/768-2892

605/284-2396

Eureka RCUS, 310 F Ave. (Mail: PO Box 276)
Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:00 AM
Pastor: Dale Clark (wife, Sandra)

Herreid, SD 57632

605/437-2414

First RCUS, Highway 83/ north end of town
(Mail: 201 Dyke St., PO Box 316)
Worship 9:00 or 11:00 AM (please call); Sunday School: 10:00 AM

Pastor:

NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS (RCUS)

Kassel RCUS, 14 miles N. and 3% miles W. of Denhoff
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CHURCHES (continued)

Hosmer, SD 57448 605/283-2222
Hosmer RCUS, 2 blocks south of the water tower (Mail: PO Box 88)

Worship: 9:00 AM or 11:00 AM (alternating monthly, please call)

Pastor: Steve Richert (wife, Nancy)

Leola, SD 57456 605/439-3537
Oranien RCUS, Hwy. 10 and Burtis (Mail: 1214 S. McCoy St., Aberdeen, SD 57401)
Worship: 11:00 AM

Pastor: David Dawn (wife, Colleen)

Minot, ND 58701 701/838-0605 Harvest RCUS, 5200 7th. Ave. SW
(On Highway 2, one mile west of the Highway 83 bypass)

Worship: 10:30 AM; Sunday School 9:15 AM

Pastor: Michael McGee (wife, Jenny)

Pierre, SD 57501 605/224-7846
Hope RCUS, 317 S. Garfield

Worship: 9:00 AM; Sunday School: 10:25 AM

(for information, call 605/224-5170 then press 3985)

Pastor: William Haddock (wife, Ferne)

Watertown, SD 57201 605/882-9704
Covenant RCUS, 905 7" Ave. NE (Mail: 434 30th St. NW)

Worship: 10:00 AM; Sunday School: 11:20 AM

Pastor: Tracy Gruggett (wife, Michelle)
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
REFORMED CHURCH IN THE UNITED STATES
Spring Meeting
March 1-2, 2004
Pierre, South Dakota

I. SERVICES

The 19" Annual Spring Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis convened on Monday, March 1™, 2004, at Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota at 1:00 P.M. Rev. Dale Clark
opened Classis with Hymn No. 17, “Praise the Lord: Ye Heavens Adore Him,” a devotion from Hebrews 13:7-8, prayer, and concluding with Hymn No. 469, “How Sweet and Awesome is
the Place.”

On Monday evening at 7:30 P.M., the Classis met for a worship service with the congregation of the Salem Reformed Church. Rev. Mike McGee conducted the worship service and Rev.
Tracy Gruggett preached a sermon titled “Living Worthy of the Gospel,” using Philippians 1:27-30 as the sermon text.

On Tuesday, March 2™, the Northern Plains Classis opened the second day of session with a devotion conducted by Rev. William Haddock, using Matthew 6:12 as the text.

II. ORGANIZATION

President Rev. Dale Clark called the assembly to order. After the devotion, the roll was called. There were 4 ministers and 7 elders present which made a quorum. The President defined the
bar of the house as being the first 5 pews on either side of the church. The President appointed Rev. Tracy Gruggett and Elder Tim Rott as tellers and appointed Rev. Steve Richert as the
Reformed Herald reporter.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

President: Rev. Dale Clark

Vice-President: Rev. Steve Richert
Stated Clerk:  Elder Rod De Jong
Treasurer: Elder Ralph Kusler

III. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA, ORDERS OF THE DAY, AND SPECIAL ORDERS
The Agenda, Orders of the Day, and Special Orders were adopted by the Classis.
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IV. WELCOME & SEATING OF FRATERNAL DELEGATES; WELCOME & SEATING OF VISITORS

The President welcomed Rev. Vernon Picknally, who represented the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, Presbytery of the Dakotas, and Rev. Andrew Pol, who represented the Canadian
Reformed Churches, as fraternal delegates.

V. RECEPTION OF NEW CHURCHES

There were no new congregations to be received.

VI. RECEPTION OF NEW MINISTERS

There were no new ministers to be received.

VII. THE STANDING COMMITTEES OF CLASSIS
(Chairman are underlined)

Education, Student Aid, and Publications: Dawn, Hieb, Goehring, Kappes
Examination and Licensure: Dawn, Hieb, Goehring, Kappes

Excuses: McGee , Dawn, Beck, Rott

Finances, Benevolence and Ministerial Aid: Richert, Haddock, De Jong
Judicial: Jones, Clark, Kusler, Kappes

Missions: Jones, Clark, Kusler, Kappes

Nominations: Gruggett, Gannon, Ochsner

Overtures: McGee , Dawn, Beck, Rott

Services and Interchurch Relations: McGee , Dawn, Beck, Rott

VIIIL. PRESENTATION OF OVERTURES, PERMANENT COMMITTEE REPORTS, AND COMMUNICATIONS
The Clerk presented overtures and communications to the Standing Overture Committee. The following Permanent Committee Reports were referred to these Standing Committees:

Auditing - to Finances, Benevolence and Ministerial Aid

Camp - to Education, Publication, and Student Aid

Candidates and Credentials - to Examinations and Licensure
Christian Education - to Education, Publication, and Student Aid
Diaconal - to Finances, Benevolence and Ministerial Aid

Home Missions - to Missions

Interchurch Relations - to Services and Interchurch Relations

AUDITING COMMITTEE
Esteemed Brothers,

The Auditing Committee met at the First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, SD, on Thursday evening, the 5N of February, 2004, at 6:00 P.M., to examine the Treasurer’s books. The committee
found the books to be in order and commends the Treasurer for a job well done.

The Committee has a recommendation to make. Traditionally, since Elder Ralph Kusler was elected Treasurer, the Classis has appointed the pastor at Aberdeen and one elder each from
Aberdeen and Leola to form the Auditing Committee. This is proving to make committee meetings just a touch difficult to arrange. We recommend that the 2004 Auditing Committee be
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composed of the Aberdeen pastor and two Aberdeen elders.

Recommendation: That the 2004 Auditing Committee be composed of the Aberdeen pastor and two Aberdeen elders. (Recommendation passed)

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. David A. Dawn, Elder Ferdy Opp, Elder Milbert Kappes

CAMP COMMITTEE

Members present: Elder Roger Gallimore, chair; Rev. Hans Kalkman and Rev. Jon Blair of the South Central Classis; and Rev. Michael McGee and Elder Jim Snyder of the Northern
Plains Classis. Roger called the meeting to order via conference call. Hans opened in prayer.

The evaluation results from HYC 2003 were discussed. The following changes for HYC 2004 were made as a result of the evaluations:

O Soap Box — The primary responder to the question will have a maximum of 2 minutes in which to respond. There may only be one additional response from the panel, which
may last for no longer than 30 seconds.

0 Talent night — The traditional Tuesday night junior talent show and Wednesday night senior talent show will be eliminated. In its place will be the Heidelberg Cup consisting
of a combination of quiz/Bible bowl competitions and sports-related competitions. Campers will be mixed for teams in order to facilitate greater interaction.

O Free time — Additional activities will be organized for those wishing to join in during free time.

0 Sylvan Lake — All adult volunteers will be assigned supervisory responsibilities at different locations around the lake.

0 Lesson schedule — The first lesson will be 9:15-10:15 and the second lesson will be 10:45-11:45, thereby giving a little longer break between lessons.

I. The 2003 finance report was reviewed, which showed a net gain of $909.65. The gain was a result of fewer adults than what was expected and fewer HYC fire publications than
planned.

II. The proposed 2004 budget was reviewed. The 2004 camper fees will be $125 per camper. However, if Roger receives the registration form and fee by June 25, the fee will be
$113, which is no change from 2003. The budget assumes that all registrations will be in by June 25. Although the budget shows a deficit of $480 for 2004, the camp remains in a
good cash position, which is sufficient to cover expenses incurred before the start of camp. The committee agreed to recommend approval. Please note that the cost of the committee
meeting, video productions of the lessons, and the HYC Fire are paid by Heidelberg Youth Camp and are not passed on to Classis.

III. The theme for HYC 2004 will be Nothing For Granted. The Biblical world view of nearly all, if not all, areas of life is constantly under attack. The temptation for many of
our covenant youth is to take for granted the Biblical world view that is an inherent part of the Reformed faith. The lessons will offer an apologetic for several different areas that are
under assault.

0 Marriage — This institution created by God has been eroded the past few decades to the point that it is now viewed as either a means in which to gain legal benefits or a
ceremonial statement of debauchery. This lesson explores the original design of marriage, the wonderful picture of Christ and the church, and the social implications of a man and a
woman holding to a lifelong vow.

0 Life/Children — Our culture would have us believe that a child should only be brought into the world if he/she is a wanted child. This lesson provides Biblical support for the
truth that children are blessings from the LORD and are not to be taken for granted.

0 Church — In a world that has reduced the church to nothing more than an organization like the Elk’s Club, many of our covenant youth don’t know or understand the zeal that
drove our forefathers to labor for the church, even unto martyrdom. This lesson examines the importance of the church in the lives of God’s people.

0 Truth — Truth is relative (except for the absolute statement that truth is relative, of course). To stand for truth is to be viewed as a narrow-minded, hateful, and intolerant bigot.
This lesson demonstrates what has happened to the truth in our culture and how we can once again stand on truth.

0 Salvation — Salvation was freely given to us through the precious blood of our Savior Jesus Christ. Sadly, this too is an area that is often times taken for granted. This lesson
stops and reflects on the wonderful plan of salvation and our response of obedient gratitude.

0 Heritage — The Christian heritage, which was manifest in the founding of this country, the development of our legal system and in many other parts of our social order can
easily be taken for granted. This lesson brings to light the rich heritage of Christianity.
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I. Mike volunteered to coordinate the speakers for the lessons and the worship services. Although the juniors and the seniors will go through the same topics, different speakers will
present the lessons between each group.

II. Jon closed the meeting in prayer.
Recommendations:
I. Classis approve the 2004 Heidelberg Youth Camp proposed budget and camper fees.

II. Classis approve as a whole, the report of the Heidelberg Youth Camp committee.

Heidelberg Youth Camp
Proposed Budget 2004
Balance Forward is $3,898.59
(113 (111 Campers
Revenue Campers 38 adults)
32 adults)
Actual 2003 Budget 2003 Budget 2004

Camp Fees $12,692.50 $12,540.00 $12,770.00
Gifts $280.00 $150.00 $200.00
Worship Offering $315.56 $500.00 $350.00
Interest $2.42 $10.00 $10.00
T-Shirts Sales $44.00 $0.00 $0.00
Camp Store Sales $650.51 $550.00 $660.00

Total Revenue $13,948.99 $13,750.00 $13,990.00
Expense
Facility Use $7,560.00 $7,800.00 $7,800.00
Food $1,714.00 $2,000.00 $2,000.00
T-Shirts $1,293.75 $1,250.00 $2,000.00
Crafts $285.91 $200.00 $300.00
Supplies $347.03 $150.00 $250.00
Promotion $510.75 $500.00 $520.00
Custer State Park $76.00 $150.00 $100.00
Fees
Postage $48.54 $50.00 $50.00
Administration $308.91 $350.00 $330.00
Equipment $95.78 $100.00 $100.00
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HYC Fire $57.52 $400.00 $200.00
Camp Store Supplies $461.59 $300.00 $470.00
Worship Offering $315.56 $500.00 $350.00
Total Expense $13,075.34 $13,750.00 $14,470.00
Revenue — Expense $909.65 $0.00 ($480.00)
Summary
Balance Forward $3,898.59 $3,898.59 $4,808.24
Total Revenue $13,984.99 $13,750.00 $13,990.00
Total Expense $13,075.34 $13,750.00 $14,470.00
Ending Balance $4,808.24 $3,898.59 $4,328.24

Respectfully Submitted,
Michael A. McGee

CANDIDATES AND CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE
Esteemed Brothers:
The Candidates and Credentials Committee did not meet and conducted no business.

Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. David A. Dawn, Chairman, Rev. S. Richert, Elder F. Opp

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION COMMITTEE
Esteemed Brothers in Christ,

Your Committee has little to report on this year. We are happy that our recommendation made last year to have the RCUS Synod erect a special committee to study the doctrines of Prof.
Norman Shepherd has been implemented; and we are eagerly looking forward to the report of that synodical committee.

1. The Northern Plains Chronicles

Rev. Norman Jones continued to edit the NP Chronicles this past year, putting out six issues. He reports that he is willing to serve as editor for another year. He asks that the church bulletins
be sent to him in a timely manner, and other news items that may not be contained in the bulletins. He notes that some church bulletins are rather skimpy on congregational news.

2. The NP Classis Video Library/Rev. Jones’ Library

Rev. Jones serves as the librarian for the NP Classis Video Library, which is housed in the church building in Pierre. The Classis has a good selection of videos that are available to our
congregations. Simply contact Rev. Jones. A listing of the videos is available. Pastor Jones has also made his personal library available to our members. He should be contacted for further
information.

Recommendations:
1. That the Northern Plains Chronicles be continued under the editorship of Rev. Jones, and that he be given a $200.00 stipend for his labors.

2. That the NP Classis Video Library and the personal library of Rev. Jones be promoted in our churches, and that he continue to serve as librarian for both libraries.
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Respectfully submitted,
W. Haddock, N. Jones, J. Hieb

DIACONAL COMMITTEE
Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

Your committee did not meet, conducted no business, and makes no recommendations.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dale Clark, Chester Beck, Milbert Kappes

HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE

Esteemed Brethren,

Your committee met on February 2, 2004 in Ashley, North Dakota. We were encouraged by Rev. Tracy Gruggett’s report of the work at Covenant RCUS, Watertown, SD. He expressed his
gratitude to Classis for their support.

Tracy reports that the regular work of the church continues with the preaching of the Word, the administration of the sacraments, the exercise of discipline, and visitation. Although
membership numbers are down, attendance numbers are up. In 2004 three new members have been added. There are adult and children Sunday School classes. One child is being
catechized. There are men’s and women’s Bible studies which also serve as a means of outreach. Another tool for outreach is the weekly radio ministry.

Tracy commends the members on their generous financial support of the church. They have been able to pay down another $15,000.00 of their debt. They will not be seeking Synodical
support for 2005, but hope to continue receiving Classical support.

Your committee sees the Watertown work as vital and needed and will recommend continuing financial support.

Your committee also discussed the possibility of planting a church in Grand Forks, ND. After much discussion, we decided that we should begin with a weekly Bible study with a few of our
pastors leading on a rotating basis. We plan to work out a study that will allow continuity from one week to the next. We will need to place a weekly ad in the local newspaper and have a
local phone number that people interested can call for more information. We will also need to secure a meeting place. We have one contact nearby in Crookston, MN who has indicated a
willingness to participate. This member of Covenant OPC of San Jose, CA has moved back to his family home in Minnesota and is longing for some Reformed fellowship. We would like to
begin this Bible study as soon as the weather improves. If the recommendation passes, we will be soliciting volunteers to lead the Bible studies.

Recommendations:

1. That the NPC budget $16,000.00 for Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, SD for 2005.
2. That the NPC budget $10,000.00 for starting a weekly Bible study in Grand Forks, ND for 2004.
Respectfully Submitted,

Steven Richert, Dale Clark, Tom Ochsner, Tim Rott

INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
Fathers and esteemed brethren,

Your committee has only a few items to report this year.
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e On September 1, an email invitation was received from Elder Richard Buist, clerk of Classis Manitoba, Canadian Reformed Churches, to attend their fall classis meeting in Winnipeg on
September 22",

e Rev. Mike McGee graciously agreed to attend the Fall meeting of the Presbytery of the Dakotas on October 2 and 3 at Carson, ND. He attended the meeting and on October 30,
submitted his report, which has been included below.

e February 4, 2004: an email invitation was sent to Rev. Archibald Allison, clerk of the Presbytery of the Dakotas, extending an invitation to said Presbytery to send a delegate to
the Spring meeting of the NPC.

e February 5, 2004: Rev. Allison emailed his thanks for the above invitation and stated that he was attempting to find a delegate who would attend.
e February 10: Rev. Allison emailed saying that Rev. W. Vernon Picknally, Jr. was planning to attend the Spring meeting of NPC.
e February 10, 2004: an invitation was sent to classis Manitoba to send a delegate to the Spring meeting of the NPC to be held in Ashley, North Dakota.

e February 11, 2004: Elder Richard Buist, clerk of Classis Manitoba, acknowledged our invitation and has sent it on.

Respectfully submitted,
T. Gruggett, N. Jones, L. Goehring

IX. REPORTS OF OFFICERS
A. PRESIDENT’S REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE CLASSIS
Dear Brothers in Christ,
In Matthew 16:16-19 we read,

Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” Jesus answered and said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this
to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”

How have we, as the servants of Christ, been doing in the corner of the vineyard that he has placed us in? That is what this report is supposed to be about.

From the parochial reports of the pastors, it is clear that the marks of the church are present. Each congregation has faithful preaching of the Word of God Sunday by Sunday. There are other
times of learning the Word and the children are being faithfully catechized. The Sacraments, both Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are being administered in accordance with the Scriptures
and our Creeds. Discipline has been exercised as the occasions have warranted. There have also been efforts to reach out into the society around us.

Yet it seems that as salt and light we have not penetrated very far. In storming the “gates of Hades”, it seems that those gates are impervious to our efforts. What we see for the most part is
an aging and slow steady decline in membership. The numbers in catechism are declining with few or none to replace them. Part of this is due to the declining and aging population in North
and South Dakota. But is not a great deal of the problem our own complacency? Do we really see and appreciate the treasure we have been given? Have we lost our first love and are
allowing the opportunities to slip by? These are questions I have been asking myself and cannot help but ask in a larger context.

What are the assets, to put it into a different parlance, that we have been given? As Rev. Haddock’s report stated so well, “I recently reminded the congregation at our annual meeting to
consider how great a blessing we possess by having a Reformed Church here in Pierre. The sermons and Bible lessons from the previous year indicate that the congregation is hearing the
whole counsel of God.” We have the Word of God, both the Logos and the written word, in our midst. We have the promise that Jesus will build His church. We already have at least three
congregations who have radio broadcasts, Ashley, Watertown, and Eureka. We have, in many of the congregations, a unity of believers. And we have a common confession of Jesus Christ
as the Son of the Living God.

So how do we, as the servants of the Risen Christ, carry out the task which he has called us to do? The pattern is not a mystery, faith comes by hearing the Word of God and sending men to
proclaim the Word. It boils down to us developing a strategy of going to where the people are with a message that thrills us. But all must be bathed in continual prayer. In years past, we had
a call for a day of prayer for missions, which continues today in September on a Synodical level. Do we need something like it for our Classis?
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The Lord has blessed us in a most singular way, he has given us life forever more. Let us by our confession in Jesus Christ confront the evil in our society and expect the church to grow and
prosper in this land and throughout the world.

Respectfully submitted,
Dale Clark

B. STATED CLERK’S REPORT
As you can see by the following items, this past year did not require much work on behalf of your servant. Thanks for your support and patience.
Over the past year, the duties performed were:
8. Prepared the Abstract for the 18™ Annual Session of the Northen Plains Classis and then distributed by mail to the Churches of Classis with deliveries at the Synod meeting.

9. Presented the Classis Meeting Minutes to the 25 7" Synod of the Reformed Church of the United States. There were six items commented on by the Classis Minutes Committee and
five of the items were handled by your clerk. The last item was the lack of signatures on some of the permanent committee reports. Please take extra care to ensure this is done.

10. Prepared the Statistical Report and Stated Clerk’s Report for this year’s meeting.
Correspondence Mailed:

1. Requested for the correct form of answers to the constitutional questions from the elders of two churches.
2. 3 Executive Circulars to the Delegates of Classis.

3. Dismissed Rev. Daniel R. Schnabel to Covenant East Classis.

4, 6 items to the Stated Clerk of Synod which were:

a. Statistical & Membership Reports for the NPC

b. Writ of Certification for Delegates to the 257" Synod

c. Addresses of the Churches and Delegates of the NPC

d. Report of Changes

e. Two overtures from NPC to Synod

Correspondence Received:

1. Correct form answers to the constitutional question from the elders of two churches.

2. Documents related to the resignation of Rev. Daniel R. Schnabel.

3. Reception of a Dismissed Minister for Rev. Daniel R. Schnabel into the Covenant East Classis.
In Christ

Rod De Jong

C. REPORT OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S REPORT ON SYNOD
February 11, 2004
To the Stated Clerks of Classes, RCUS
Dear Brothers in Christ,
Your clerk of synod would note the following actions passed by the 257" Synod of the RCUS that should be noted by your Classis:
1. That the Model Constitution for Congregations, Article 21, be amended by deleting the words “Recommendations for” and the word “Nominations” be

capitalized. The first shall in Article 21 be changed to “may”. The publications committee is to provide “stick on” labels to indicate changes in the model
constitution.
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2. That as long as the Constitution of a congregation provides for the congregation’s ability to nominate a man for office, the matter of when the nominations
from the congregation are to be finalized is properly decided by the congregation.

3. That Synod add the following clause to Article 22 of the Model Constitution for Congregations: “by appointing an inactive elder or deacon or by calling a
special congregational meeting.”

4. Churches are encouraged to use the Synodical Sunday School curriculum along with the teacher-training video disk yet to be developed by its authors.
Synod approved the production in PDF format, of the first year of the Sunday School curriculum which was to be completed in September 2003, or shortly
thereafter (cost for the first year is $49.00). This material may be reviewed and feedback given to the Synod’s Publication Committee.

5. The Three Forms of Unity read by Rev. George Syms are to be available in audio form on the RCUS web site.

6. Classes clerks are reminded to provide to the RCUS web page in electronic (digital) form an updated roll of ministers, elders, and churches following their
spring meeting of classis.

There were no items from Synod requiring the vote of the Classes. The above is for information only.
In the Lord’s service,

Paul H. Treick
Stated Clerk

D. EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE’S REPORT ON THEIR MINUTES
Esteemed Brethren:

Your Executive Committee conducted little business this past year and had only three (3) circulars to send out. This report contains the summary of business conducted by our Classis via
circular letters this past year. These recommendations by the Executive Committee became actions of Classis since no objections were received. The Executive Committee’s
recommendations in these circulars follow:

Volume 18, Number 1

At the Spring Meeting of Classis, the Stated Clerk was instructed to obtain the answers to the Constitutional question to the Elder in correct form from Harvest Reformed Church of
Minot, ND and from the Kassel Reformed Church of Denhoff, ND. The recommendation was to “Take Note”.

Volume 18, Number 2

1. That the resignation of Rev. Daniel R. Schnabel from the charge of Herreid First Reformed Church; and the acceptance of the resignation by the First RCUS Consistory be
declared in order.

2. That the pulpit of Herreid First Reformed Church be declared vacant as of November 4™, 2003.

3. That Rev. Daniel R. Schnabel be transferred to the roll of ministers of the Covenant East Classis upon their reception.

Volume 18, Number 3

That the Northern Plains Classis convenes the 19" Annual Spring Meeting at 1:00 P.M., March 1, 2004 at the Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota.
Respectfully submitted,

Dale Clark, Rodney D e Jong, Ralph Kusler

E. TREASURER’S REPORT
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See Appendix A of the Abstract.
X. PAROCHIAL REPORTS OF MINISTERS

Rev. Dale Clark
Eureka Reformed Church, Eureka, South Dakota
Esteemed Fathers and Brothers in Christ,

As we look back at this past year there are joys and sorrows. We have seen six of our numbers leave this sin-filled world to go to a better place by God’s grace. We have seen the birth of
one dear covenant child and the beginnings of two new families in the marriage of two of our number. Each of these events has joy and sorrow intermingled with them. The congregation as
a whole has declined in numbers as is happening throughout the area.

This past year I have been active in the pastorate. With joy I have preached and taught the Word of God and in joy and sorrow counseled and visited. I have preached 51 times here in
Eureka as well as in Ashley, Hosmer and Herreid when those pulpits needed supplying. I also preached in three RCUS churches for Mission Fests. God in His wisdom has also enabled me
to preach in the local Baptist church. Through the year, I have been privileged to proclaim the Word of God in the Eureka and Hosmer nursing homes.

Sunday school has continued for both children and adults. There are currently 20 children who regularly attend Sunday School. In the early part of the year, the Adult Sunday school was
studying 2 Corinthians. In April we began to study creation and the need for a clear understanding of the Book of Genesis by using Ken Ham’s book THE LIE. In November, after Rev.
Schnabel vacated the Herreid pulpit, Deacon Darrell Bentz took over showing videos, beginning with R.C. Sproul’s video FEAR AND TREMBLING, followed by Ray Vandre Laan’s videos
on Christ and the early church

We continue to have something each Sunday evening. The first and third Sundays we have Bible study. On those evenings we finished the Belgic Confessions and are now looking at what
others believe in contrast to what the Bible teaches. On the other Sundays the Youth Fellowship meets. One Sunday is a time of fun and games and the other we use to look at the cults and
other religions. When there is a fifth Sunday we hold a Hymn sing.

Other opportunities for teaching are found in teaching catechism to a class of 16. I have found this to be a very big challenge. I have been used to much smaller classes. By God’s grace,
these covenant youth will know Christ and heartily trust Him. I also have the joy of expounding God’s Word to the Ladies’ Aid Society.

I have not visited the congregation as I had desired this fall. Last spring we were still trying to complete the group invitations. With West Nile in the household and my own failure to
schedule my time better, I only did the basic visitation for the nursing home and crisis visits. I have also been seeing the need for the elders and me to take up this task through family
visitation. To that end as a Consistory we have been studying Rev. Frank Walker’s work on REFORMED CHURCH GOVERNMENT and currently Peter DeJong’s book TAKING HEED
TO THE FLOCK. We hope to be visiting the entire congregation systematically soon.

A major event in the life of the congregation was the hosting of Synod last May. It was a joy to see much of the congregation get involved and serve the larger Church in this way. Another
time of getting together was a Church picnic. Regrettably the weather was very hot so that many were discouraged from coming out. We hope to have another picnic this year.

There are a couple of concerns that I have regarding the congregation. On March 21*, a special meeting has been called to vote on female heads of families voting in congregational
meetings. In looking for some past policies in the congregational minutes, I discovered that back in 1979 the vote to allow dues paying women to vote was improper. Please be in prayer
over this issue as some have strong feelings that these women should vote. The second concern is the lack of attendance generally, and especially at Sunday School and Bible School. There
seems to be a lack of zeal to meet with God and His people at worship and when the Word is studied. This is an ongoing problem and in reality a heart problem.

With all that has been going on this year, I have taken 1 Corinthians 15:58 to heart. We serve a great Savior and look to Him to reform each of us into His image.
Respectfully in Christ,

Dale Clark

Rev. David A. Dawn

First Reformed Church, Aberdeen, South Dakota

Esteemed Brethren,

Now thanks be unto God, who always maketh us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the Savior of his knowledge by us in every place. II Corinthians 2:14



23-
ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES FOR 2004 SPRING MEETING
The past year at Aberdeen and Leola has been very productive. At Aberdeen, the Sunday worship services are well attended and there is good attention to the preaching of the Word. Sunday

evenings we have had a variety of activities; Bible studies, hymn sings, carry in meals, and youth groups. The Word of God is going forth and there have been signs of spiritual growth, for
which all the glory goes to God. I also engaged in some pastoral counseling, both formally and informally during visits with our congregation. Here, too, the Word was received well.

My Confirmation Class began 2003 at five and in September grew to seven. The original five, it is hoped, will complete their studies in the Spring of 2005 and the younger two in the Spring
of 2006.

Concerning Leola, we lost another member this past year — an elderly lady residing in a nursing home in Aberdeen. Our regular Sunday morning congregation consists of three older couples
and one single young man, the son of one of the families. Inevitably, one wonders how long this church can be sustained. As of now, due to the generous support of the remaining members,
the church is solvent. There is a desire on the part of the congregation to continue and I am more than happy to minister there as long as God wills it. Leola is a small community and getting
smaller. Most of the population is affiliated with one church or another. This leaves very little scope for outreach. Any suggestions concerning outreach from those who know the town
would be appreciated.

Returning my attention to the Aberdeen church, they, too, have become concerned about outreach. Gradually, over the past decade, our congregation has grown older and the membership
numbers have been dropping. This in not only due to the age of the congregation but the migration of younger families to Sioux Falls and elsewhere for job opportunities.

It is sad to say, but often we get more concerned about outreach when the membership and financial statistics begin to sag. We are exploring avenues of outreach. The congregation, at its
annual meeting, instructed the consistory to investigate the possibility of a radio program. I have suggested a telephone ministry such as “Phones for You”, which has been used by some
RCUS mission churches. Nothing has been settled on yet, but again, suggestions would be more than welcome.

I preach as often as I can at the nursing homes in town and also chapel services at the First Baptist Christian School. Little by little, as I finish my 20™ month in Aberdeen, I am getting to
know more and more people in the city. One never knows when someone will find the need to talk, or just show up at church on a Sunday morning. This has happened a time or two.

I am trying to be more consistent at getting church news into the local newspaper. I have also applied — twice — to become a regular writer on their editorial page. Thus far I have not been
successful. Could it be that the editors do not recognize good prose when they read it? Or could it be something else?

One would have thought that a church in the third largest population centre in South Dakota would be able to exercise more of an influence than we are at present. However, this is all in
God’s hands. We would ask for your prayers that we would be open to his guidance.

We do have one other matter occupying part of our thoughts of late. At the annual meeting, a proposal to extend the existing church building was met with some favor. The consistory
intends to discuss the possibilities at its next meeting, which will be held on the 26™ of February.

This is a brief summary of the situation in Leola and Aberdeen. Our encouragement is that it is the Lord’s church. The Lord has faithfully prospered his people in the past and will not stop
now. Jesus said in Matthew 16:18, “upon this rock I will build my Church: and the gates of hell shall not overcome it”. Praise be to God!

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. David A. Dawn

Rev. Tracy Gruggett

Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, South Dakota
Fathers and esteemed brothers,

Paul prayed for the Colossian Christians that they would bear fruit in every good work. Such fruit is the benefit of the gospel and we rejoice to report to you that the gospel has continued to
bear fruit in our midst. We of Covenant Reformed Church continue to enjoy the blessing of the gospel in the year 2003.

We experience service and unity. We saw many of our members use their gifts for the service of the church. Apart from the Elders and their works of service, those with musical talent
contributed to our worship services usually through piano playing and on some occasions with special music. One member regularly teaches our young children’s Sunday school. We have
several folks who volunteer for our Sunday School nursery and each family provide snacks when their turn is up. We know much love and fellowship; the absence of strife is truly
remarkable.

The Gospel bore fruit in our giving this past year. The congregation’s giving in 2003 was commendable, exceeding budget expectations. Because of this and with the help of both Synod and
Classis we were able to make significant payments against our debt. If we stay on course we well be debt free within two years; we presently owe about 17,000 dollars on our parsonage.

The word was preached each Sunday; the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered on six occasions; and discipline was exercised to the extent that it was called for.
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Rev. Gruggett busied himself mainly with the preaching and teaching of the Word of God. Most of the families were visited by the elders this past year. These have been good opportunities
to care for God’s people. Wayward members have been contacted and admonished to return to God and his church. This is painful to do, but we will continue these efforts. Catechism
instruction of one member has been fairly regular. We hope to confirm this member in the coming summer. In addition there have been some opportunities for counseling.

Membership in 2003 remain largely the same. The overall average attendance at worship service per Sunday for the year was 26. Last year the average was 24, and in 2001 it was just 17. In
the first half of the year it was roughly around 28; in the second half around 24. The decrease does not reflect a loss of families so much as fewer visitors in the later half of the year.

We continued the radio ministry in 2003 and received one visitor as a result of this work. It is a good work, which we plan to continue and, Lord willing, expand in 2004. In addition we
have conducted men’s and women’s Bible studies. And the pastor has written articles in the newspaper as well as performed services at a local nursing home.

The major matter of concern is the slow rate of growth as well as the small number of visitors at our services. Moreover the fact that visitors do not remain, but go to other churches instead,
can be discouraging. In our day of church shoppers who demand programs, we simply don’t measure up. Our members witness other church growth, while we remain small.
Discouragement or resignation is the danger at this point. Yet despite these dangers, the congregation remains convinced of the Reformed Faith and the need for a Reformed Church in
Watertown. Our hope and prayer is that our people will only grow more enthusiastic about the vital truths of the Reformed faith.

Brothers, please continue to pray for us in the year ahead. We thank you for your support. God’s blessings.
Your Pastor,

Rev. Tracy E. Gruggett

Rev. William Haddock
Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, South Dakota
Beloved Brethren in the Lord Jesus Christ,

Once again it is time for your servant to report on my labors in the gospel ministry. I began my ministry with the Reformed Church in the United States in the Salem Reformed Church of
Ashley back in 1984. Back then I was one of the “young” ministers; now, as I present this report, Rev. Jones and I are the only two ministers in our Classis who was serving in 1984. It does
not seem like it takes a long time to go from a new minister to one of the “old guard.” I thank God for sustaining my in my ministry over those years, and look forward to continued service
here in the Northern Plains Classis

I continue to serve the congregation in Pierre while also holding outside employment with the State of South Dakota. This arrangement is providing the financial means for Hope Reformed
Church to continue its ministry. We have been able to meet all the requirements to maintain a workable local budget. The health insurance benefits provided to me by the State have greatly
helped in this endeavor. Our giving to Classis was according to the guidelines for giving. However, our giving to Synod still falls short of the Synodical Guidelines for giving. This is one
area where we would like to see improvement in Pierre. We are most thankful to be able to continue with the ministry without the need for Synodical support, but we would also like to see
our congregation meet the guidelines set by our Synod.

One goal that we hope to realize is the steady improvement of our church grounds. One of the challenges that we face for attracting visitors in our American culture is the need for an
attractive church property. This is a reality of the culture that we witness to. We realize that in order to have an opportunity to preach the Word of the Gospel to the average visitor in Pierre,
it is important for us to improve our current facility. It seems that it is God’s will for us to remain where we are, so the Consistory is making plans to improve the building within our means.
Our Building Fund has nearly $7,000.00. The Consistory will soon be presenting a plan to the congregation for re-roofing the church with a metal covering that is both attractive and low-
maintenance. Our challenge will be to make consistent improvements within our means in the next few years. Our goal for doing this is to continue our ministry by maintaining a facility that

will serve us in the future and provide us a basis for attracting new visitors. As our membership ages, we need to commit such hopes for the expansion of our congregation to our gracious
God.

I recently reminded the congregation at our annual meeting to consider how great a blessing we possess by having a Reformed Church here in Pierre. The sermons and Bible lessons from the
previous year indicate that the congregation is hearing the whole counsel of God. I preached sermons from both the Old and New Testaments, creedal sermons, and taught many Bible
Studies and Sunday School Lessons that are founded upon the authority of Scripture. Many in our congregation have thanked me for this Biblical instruction. I can say with conviction that
our people are hearing the Word of God expounded in our congregation. This is the strong point of our ministry, and it is a treasure that will provide eternal rewards as often as we “accept
with true faith the promise of the Gospel” (Heidelberg Catechism 84). The sacraments are observed according to the command of Christ. Our elders continued in their oversight of the
congregation. It is a blessing to all of us to belong to a congregation that seeks to honor Christ.
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Not only do we have the blessings of the ministry of the Word, but we do enjoy a wonderful fellowship in our Lord Jesus Christ. We cherish the unity that we find in our congregation, and
give God thanks for it. Though we are small, hosting Classis last year is evident that we can still serve the Reformed Church in the United States faithfully. The effort that united us in
hosting that event is a fruit of our fellowship in Christ.

We currently have two girls in Catechism Class who are preparing for communicant membership. A woman who recently started to visit us, Susan Schroeder, has just finished taking
membership classes with the pastor and will be received as a new member by profession of faith. A new family from the area has recently demonstrated interest in our ministry and has been
attending church and Sunday school. We are thankful to God for these new opportunities.

This year marks a milestone in our congregation. The year 2004 is the 40™ Anniversary year of our congregation, founded back in 1964. I reminded the congregation that I was entering the
1* grade in 1964! We are truly thankful to God for this anniversary, and the Consistory is making plans to celebrate this event. Our current plan is to expand our annual Mission Fest
celebration into a 40™ year Anniversary. We have invited Rev. Robert Grossmann and Rev. Herman Van Stedum as guest speakers. We hope to have coverage of our plans in the local paper
so that this will be an event for the glory of God who established this congregation and continues to preserve it.

Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise, be glory and
majesty, domain and power, both now and forever. Amen ---Jude 24,25

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. William W. Haddock

Rev. Michael McGee

Harvest Reformed Church, Minot, North Dakota
Dear Fathers and Brothers,

Over the last year at Harvest Reformed Church, we have been exploring the idea of being many members, yet one body. Paul writes, in 1 Corinthians 12:18-20, “But now God has set the
members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. And if they were all one member, where would the body be? But now indeed there are many members, yet one body.”

The number of people participating in the Body of Christ in Minot, ND has not really changed over the past year, but we have seen the Lord bless us. He has blessed us with the addition of
two covenant children, as well as the attendance of another young man. The make-up of the congregation has also changed from including many regular visitors to those visitors becoming
members. In addition to this, we look forward to the blessing of two more covenant youth being born into our church family this summer.

Yet, I propose to you that growth in Minot has not been seen so much in numbers but rather in how the congregation is developing and maturing. Ibelieve that Harvest Reformed Church is
doing just that — developing and maturing.

One of the ways we have developed is in the exploration of our spiritual gifts and using the gifts the Lord has given to us. This exploration and adaptation is crucial in the life of our church.
As pastor, I have been encouraged that members of this church have in various ways uplifted and strengthened one another in the past year. The congregation has also exercised their gifts
through various “programs” in the church. This continues to spur the congregation on in the use of their gifts, but I am continually prayerful that the congregation will not become
complacent in their duties and responsibilities.

Another area of development has not only been in the life of Harvest Reformed Church, but also in the facility of the church. We have come a long way over the past year in how we are able
to use our building. We have gone from a facility that seated ninety people to a facility that seats one hundred twenty people. This is important because it demonstrates to those who visit us
that we are willing to welcome and receive new members. We have also developed as a congregation in our willingness to work together to improve our facilities. It was truly an
encouragement to me to see the many members who have shown up on work nights to help with the responsibilities of our facility.

Further development that [ have seen is also in the Consistory of the church. The relationship that I have with the officers of the congregation, I believe, is one of mutual respect and trust.
Through the past two years, [ have come to learn much from the officers about how I am to execute my duties as President of the Consistory. There has also been growth on their part in how
they are exercising their duties as officers in the church. In our development, I believe the Lord is giving us the needed unity for working toward one goal. It is truly a privilege to serve the
Lord in this church and to do so with the officers we have been blessed with at Harvest Reformed Church.

Lord willing along with the development of the church, there has been maturity and growth in Christ. I am hopeful that the congregation has seen me grow in my duties and responsibilities
as shepherd of the Lord’s flock. I know that I have been encouraged by the Spiritual growth that I have seen in various members of the church. The elders have grown as they have begun the
process of visiting families of the congregation. Through the next year, it is my hope, that the spiritual council will continue the work of visitation and continue to mature in this process. The
process of visitation has been something that has been lacking in Minot, however, all members are starting to see that visitation is a valuable tool in the life of the church, for by it the
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members have an opportunity to express their concerns and desires for the congregation, and the elders have the opportunity to exercise their responsibilities as shepherds over the members
they are visiting.

I am also hopeful that the congregation will continue to cultivate their spiritual gifts and see further growth. The development of the congregation has been encouraging to all who attend, and
we delight in it, yet it is my desire, to see outward and upward growth. This past year we attempted to reach out to our community through the use of television advertisements, and we are
thankful to the Northern Plains Classis for their financial assistance in this endeavor. Yet the Lord did not see fit to bless us in this project. It was not necessarily a bad medium, but it was
not the way in which the Lord would bless His church in Minot, ND.

We still need to endeavor to reach out to those around us in Minot, and the congregation still needs to take the initiative to see if the Lord will bless our numbers. We have elders who are
being responsible for the members of Harvest Reformed Church, a consistory that is taking its duties seriously, and a church body that is acting faithfully on the Word of God. We have
prepared the Lord’s house and we must see if He will fill it. This involves all of us living lives that are consistent with Godly profession before our peers and neighbors. It also involves
seeing what we can do to bring more people into our church without sacrificing our doctrine.

Please pray for the work in Minot that growth would take place in the life of the congregation and that the Lord would continue to bless His people for His honor and glory.
For Christ’s Kingdom
Michael A. McGee

Rev. Norman Jones

Retired Pastor, Pierre, South Dakota

Dear Brothers in Christ,

Jeremiah the prophet, in the midst of his lamentations over the destruction of Jerusalem and the temple, reminded himself that “the Lord’s loving-kindness indeed never ceases, for His
compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is Thy faithfulness. The Lord is my portion, says my soul, therefore I have hope in Him. The Lord is good to those who
wait for Him, to the person who seeks Him” (Lamentations 3:22-25).

This confession of the Lord’s faithful mercies is also mine by His grace. As I think of my sins and foolish mistakes that I have made throughout my lifetime, I am humbled by them
and made to trust only in the merit of my Savior for acceptance with God and the assurance of eternal life.

As I am reminded very often these days that I have entered the twilight years of my life, and that every day and every night could easily be my last one on earth, I thank God for the
privilege of rendering Him some small service with my waning energy and strength.

I am deeply grateful to God for my faithful wife of 47 years who has been a very precious blessing as a “helper suitable for me” (Gen. 2:18). Last October she tripped and broke her
left ankle in three places. A good orthopedic surgeon in Pierre patched her up quickly with nine screws and a metal plate, but she had to be off her feet for many weeks. It was two
months later that she began taking her first steps with a walker. Then it was discovered that she had developed a long blood clot in her leg that necessitated keeping it elevated as
much as possible. Now, four months after the accident she is starting to walk again, but needs physical therapy twice a week.

I mention these details not to bore you, but to indicate that this particular trial has been a great help to me also to learn patience and to do common household chores that Lena has been
doing for us for the past 47 years. Believe it or not, I’'m actually becoming a pretty good grocery shopper! We also thank God for our supportive church members and some of our
apartment neighbors who have been very helpful in preparing meals for us on occasion.

Meanwhile, my ministerial activities have included the following:
¢ I conducted the services in Pierre a few times when Pastor Haddock was on vacation.

e [ taught adult Sunday school class for a few months while Pastor Haddock conducted a church membership class. I found this to be a great blessing to me personally, as teaching
God’s Word has been the joy of my life.

e Prior to Lena’s accident, we found ourselves called on to help direct South Dakota Right to Life which had experienced a tumultuous shake-up on the Board of Directors and the
state office in Pierre. Lena volunteered to maintain the office for two months which she did until her accident; and I was appointed as a state board member. [ was involved daily with
the work at the state office in Pierre for several weeks until a new office manager was hired. I have also been involved with helping to re-write our state by-laws.
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¢ I edited the Northern Plains Chronicles again this past year.

e I was asked to give two speeches on the subject of God and government at meetings of the Constitution Party of South Dakota while it met here in Pierre. These seemed to be
well received.

¢ I submitted several letters to the local newspaper on various topics and these were published. I’ve received good comments on these. I believe that letters to the editor are a very
neglected opportunity which ministers, especially, need to take advantage of.

In closing, we thank God for our little congregation in Pierre where we have good Christian fellowship and are duly instructed with faithful Biblical preaching and teaching. Also,
Lena and I express our deep gratitude to the RCUS for the monthly ministerial aid that keeps us going financially. We are again requesting this aid as the Lord blesses our RCUS
treasury.

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Norman L. Jones (retired)

Rev. Steven Richert

Salem Reformed Church, Ashley, North Dakota
Hosmer Reformed Church, Hosmer, South Dakota
Esteemed Brethren,

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress: my God; in him I will trust.”
Psalm 91:1-2.

The Lord continues to protect and provide for His covenant people. He has seen Salem and Hosmer Reformed Churches through another year. We humbly thank the Lord for all the
blessings that He has blessed us with in Christ Jesus. We deserve nothing, yet he gives us so very much. He has granted health and strength to his people. The work of his Holy Spirit and
Word are evident in the lives of the members. He has granted us a spirit of unity as we seek to continue the work of the church in Ashley and Hosmer.

We have seen one of our young people in Ashley delivered from cancer this past year in answer to our prayers. We rejoice with the Rott family over the mercy and grace extended to Alex.
We witnessed the home-going of only one of our members, Mary Moos of Ashley, last year. Although we have had a number of people in and out of the hospital, the Lord has granted
strength and healing to many.

The adult Sunday school class in Ashley has had some struggles. It was decided that the class would meet only in those months which have a 9:00 AM service. The class started a series of
audio tapes on Deuteronomy. The lessons have sparked some good discussions as they challenge us to live more obedient lives. The Hosmer congregation has no Sunday school classes.

The confirmation classes are now in their final year with one student in each congregation. We continue to study through the books of the Bible and church history as well as the Heidelberg
Catechism on a weekly basis. Lord willing, the last baptized member of each congregation will be confirmed in May or June.

I preached fifty-three times in both congregations this year which includes special services. I also preached at the Mission Fest in Eureka. The Lord’s Supper was served three times this past
year in each congregation. I continue to lead worship services at the nursing homes on a monthly basis.

I continue to contribute meditations to the Ashley Tribune as part of the rotation of the Ashley Ministerial. The fellowship among ministers and their wives in the ministerial has been very
pleasant. I continue on the board of directors at Faith Christian School of Lehr as Vice-President.

The weekly radio ministry of Start the Week has continued on the Jamestown station KSJB. It airs at 7:45 on Sunday mornings and many people tell me they listen to me in the milking barn.
The messages of late have been from 1 Corinthians 13.

The members of Ashley have been very generous in their financial support of the church. The Synodical guidelines were almost entirely met. Hosmer, however, has had a struggle meeting
its budget. The congregation was only able to pay Classis and Synod dues. I plan to use the midweek services leading up to Easter to preach on stewardship, generosity, and tithing.

I look forward to what the Lord has in store for these congregations. We pray that we might be faithful witnesses to the gospel of Jesus Christ and loving ambassadors of his kingdom.
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Steven Richert
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Elder Tom Ochsner

First Reformed Church, Herreid, South Dakota

Beloved Brethren,

In the absence of a pastor I have been asked to report on the spiritual and temporal condition of the congregation of the First Reformed Church of Herreid.

We are planning a 2004 centennial observance although we have yet to establish any details of the event. Since 1904 the congregation at Herreid has belonged to the RCUS, becoming
a member of the Odessa Reformed Charge at that time. During the past one hundred years, a total of twenty-one pastors answered God’s call serving at least ten Reformed churches
within the Odessa Reformed Charge.

Most recently, since the Artas congregation dissolved at the end of 1997, a parsonage was purchased in Herreid and we continue as the only church remaining of the old Odessa
Reformed Charge. Having a vacant pulpit as we do now necessitates scheduling a pulpit supply so that we may have regular Sunday worship services. At present, Rev. Dale Clark
has graciously agreed to serve our congregation as his schedule allows. For this we are most grateful, as his schedule has thus far allowed a regular Sunday worship service since Rev.
Dan Schnabel’s departure to Hamburg this past November.

Membership continues to decline in our congregation and as a whole the congregation stands ready to accept God’s will concerning our future ministry. Be assured of our good intent
to maintain a Reformed presence. With this in mind, I would make you aware of ongoing negotiation with the Hull CRC concerning a shared pastor agreement. That is, future
worship services at the Hull CRC may be conducted by our pastor.

In closing, be in prayer for us this coming year that a man of God’s choosing may be found to shepherd us.
Respectfully Submitted,

Tom Ochsner

Kassel Reformed Church, Lincoln Valley (Denhoff), North Dakota

By Grael Brian Gannon, Elder

Esteemed Brethren of the Northern Plains Classis:

Here follows the parochial report for the Kasel Reformed Church, north of Denhoff, North Dakota.

This congregation continues to beunable to support a regular resident pastor, and I, as one of the two elders, have led the Lord’s Day services for yet another year, and continue to do so.

Weekly services are held every Lord’s Day at 10:00 a.m. (9:00 a.m. in the summer months). The total number of Lord’s Day observances during 2003 was 47. Five Sundays were absent
owing to inclement weather, January 26, February 23, March 2, March 9, and December 28. The Lord’s Supper was observed four times during the year on March 30 with the Rev. Dan
Schnabel officiating, June 29 with the Rev. Michael McGee officiating, September 7 with the Rev. Dan Schnabel officiating and December 14 with the Rev. Michael McGee officiating. In
addition to the Lord’s Supper, September 7 was also the Mission Fest day at the church with morning and afternoon services led by the Rev. Dan Schnabel.

The April 30 service was Easter Sunday and was so observed. In addition to all these Lord’s Day services, additional services were held on April 17, Good Friday; May 29, Ascension Day;
November 27, Thanksgiving Day.

I also conducted worship on behalf of the Kassel Church four times during the year at the retirement home in Harvey, North Dakota, and four times during the year at the retirement home in
McClusky, North Dakota. I, also, visited hospitalized members in the hospitals in Harvey and in Minot several times.

Catechetical instruction of the Aaron Rau children has been conducted by the Rev. Michael McGee of the Harvest Reformed Church in Minot.

Our people continue to age, but as yet we hold weekly worship, keep the church building in good maintenance, fulfill our financial duties to classis and synod, and keep informed of and pray
for the mission of the Reformed Church in the United States. All glory to our covenant God!

Grael Gannon, Elder

XI. CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS TO THE ELDERS
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The President asked the elder delegates, present, the Constitutional Questions from Article 81 of the Constitution of the Reformed Church in the United States.

Question #1 - all answered yes;

Question #2 - all answered yes;

Question #3a - all answered yes,

Question #3b - all answered yes;

Question #4 - all answered yes;

Question #5a - all answered yes;

Question #5b - all answered yes;

Question #5c¢ - all answered yes except elders from Aberdeen, Ashley, Eureka, Herreid, Hosmer & Minot (No);
Question #5d - all answered yes except for Minot (No),
Question #6 - all answered yes;

Question #7a - all answered yes;

Question #7b - all answered yes.

Since no elders from Pierre were present due to the weather, the Stated Clerk will obtain written answers and these answers will be distributed by circular.

XII. REPORT OF NUMERICAL AND FINANCIAL STATISTICS
See Appendix B of this Abstract.

XIII. READING OF THE STANDING RULES
See Appendix C of this Abstract.

IV. REPORTS FROM CLASSIS FRATERNAL DELEGATES
Report of the Fall Meeting of the Presbytery of the Dakotas
Dear Fathers and Brothers,
It truly was my privilege to attend the Fall Meeting of the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the OPC. I was truly encouraged and strengthened by it.
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I arrived at the meeting around 10:00 AM Mountain Time and was greeted by many of the OPC brethren. They were very cordial and were grateful that [ had taken a day to visit with them

and be a part of their meetings.

When I arrived, the presbytery was hearing the prayer and praise requests of each congregation, and following these requests was a time of prayer. When this was concluded, presbytery
began its session only to go into recess for the next two hours. This gave me an opportunity to meet further with some of the pastors of the presbytery and learn more about them. When the

presbytery returned from recess, I was given permission by the moderator to address the body. In this address, I mentioned the following items:
1) That the RCUS was grateful to be in sister relations with the OPC.

2) The encouragement that I received from the fact that both denominations were wrestling with the same issues, e.g. concerns about out migration, desire for

the proper preaching of the Word of God, desire for the young people to grow in their faith and keep themselves from sin, etc.

3) The encouragement that [ have received as a minister in the RCUS and the opportunities that I have had to work with some of the men of the OPC. (The

relations between Minot, and the churches in Bismarck and Carson.)

4) The desire that we all have to grow in our understanding and application of Reformed Theology.
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Following my address to the body, the presbytery met for another hour, at which time they recessed for dinner. I continued visiting with the pastors and elders
during this time, and after dinner, I made my way back home.

Thank you once again for giving me the opportunity to attend the meeting.
In Christ,
Michael A. McGee

XV. ADDRESSES AND/OR REPORTS OF VISITORS

Rev. Vernon Picknally, representing the Presbytery of the Dakotas, addressed the body and answered questions from the floor. President Clark prayed for the work of the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church and for the health of Rev. Paul Henderson.

Rev. Andrew J. Pol, representing the Canadian Reformed Churches of Classis Manitoba, addressed the body and answered questions from the floor. Rev. Dawn prayed for Classis Manitoba.

XVI. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES
There were no special committee reports.

XVIIL. REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEES
Note: All recommendations in the Standing Committee reports appear in their final, amended form, and were adopted unless otherwise noted.
A. EDUCATION, STUDENT AID & PUBLICATIONS
Your committee received the following documents: Permanent Christian Education Committee Report; Heidelberg Youth Camp Committee Report.
We recommend:
1) That recommendation one of the Heidelberg Camp Committee report be adopted.
2) That recommendation two of the Heidelberg Camp Committee report be adopted.
3) That recommendation one of the Permanent Christian Education Committee be adopted.
4) That recommendation two of the Permanent Christian Education Committee be adopted.
D. Dawn, M. Kappes
B. EXAMINATION AND LICENSURE
Your committee received the following documents: Candidates and Credential Committee.

We recommend:
3.The Candidates & Credential Committee report. Take note.
4.That Rev. Dale Clark be approved as stated supply for the Herreid Reformed Church for the Classical year 2004 or until the pulpit is filled.
D. Dawn, M. Kappes
C. EXCUSES
Your committee received the following items:

Request for an excuse from Allen Dockter to be excused from all sessions of Classis.

Request for an excuse from Jim Snyder to be excused from all sessions of Classis.
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Request for an excuse from Lynn Goehring to be excused from all sessions of Classis.

Request for an excuse from Michael McGee to be excused for his tardiness to Classis.
Request for an excuse from Bill Haddock to be excused from the March 1% session of Classis
Request for an excuse from Jere Hieb to be excused from the March 1% session of Classis.
The six excuses were recommended for approval by the committee and were approved.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michael McGee, David Dawn, Chester Beck, Reinhold Dockter

D. FINANCES, BENEVOLENCE, AND MINISTERIAL AID
Your committee received the following:
1) The Diaconal Committee Report
2) The Treasurer’s Report
3) Request for continued Ministerial Aid by Rev. Norman Jones
4) Mileage requests from delegates

We bring the following Recommendations:

1) That the Northern Plains Classis overture the Synod for Ministerial Aid on behalf of Rev. Norman and Lena Jones in the amount of $1,300.00 per month.

2) That the Northern Plains Classis reimburse mileage request according to the attached schedule:

Miles Rate Total

Clark, Dale 65 $0.12 $ 7.56

De Jong, Rod 350 $0.20  $70.00
Gannon, Grael 220 $0.20 $44.00
Haddock, William 320 $0.20 $64.00
Kappes, Milbert 108 $0.20  $21.60
Kusler, Ralph 160 $0.20 $32.00
McGee, Mike 462 $0.20 $92.40
$331.56

3) That the Guideline for Northern Plains Classis for 2004 be set according to following table:

Classical Dues $4.00
Missions $31.00
Total $35.00

Respectfully Submitted,
Steve Richert, Rodney De Jong, William Haddock

E. JUDICIAL
Esteemed Brethren:

Your Committee received one document - The amended constitution for Hosmer Reformed Church, Hosmer, SD.

It has not been the practice for Classis to approve amended constitutions, nor does the constitution require this approval by Classis.

31-
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Therefore, we make no recommendation.
Dale Clark, Ralph Kusler, Milbert Kappes

F. MISSIONS
Your committee received two items:
1) The Permanent Home Missions Report.
2)Request for financial aid from Salem Reformed Church for the radio broadcast.
Recommendation #1
That Classis pay % of the broadcast, $1404.00 for the Salem congregation’s radio broadcast as per their request.
Recommendation #2
That the NPC budget $16,000.00 for Covenant Reformed Church, Watertown, SD, for 2005.
Recommendation #3
Take note on recommendation 2 of the Permanent Home Missions Committee Report.
Dale Clark, Ralph Kusler, Milbert Kappes

G. NOMINATIONS
Nominations Committee recommends the following nominations to the Permanent Classis Committees for the coming classical year (Underlined is Convener):
AUDITING: Dawn, Opp, Bender
CAMP: McGee, Beck, Ochsner
CANDIDATES &
CREDENTIALS: Haddock, McGee, Gruggett, Opp
CHRISTIAN ED. & PUB.: Dawn, Richert, Jones, Hieb
DIACONAL: Clark, Gannon, Kappes
EXECUTIVE: Clark, De Jong, Kusler
HOME MISSIONS: Richert, Clark, Rott, Ochsner
INTERCHURCH
RELATIONS: Gruggett, Jones, Goehring
Tracy Gruggett, Grael Gannon

H. OVERTURES
1) Auditing Committee Report - to Finances, Ben. & Ministerial Aid.
2) Heidelberg Youth Camp Committee Report to Education, Student Aid, and Publications.
3) Candidates & Credentials Committee Report to Examinations & Licensure.
4) Christian Education Committee Report to Education, Student Aid, and Publications.
5) Diaconal Committee Report to Finances, Ben. & Ministerial Aid.
6) Home Missions Committee Report to Missions.
7) Interchurch Relations Committee Report to Services & Interchurch Relations.

8) Treasurer’s Report to Finances, Ben. & Ministerial Aid.
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9) Request for Ministerial Aid for Rev. Jones to Finances, Ben. & Ministerial Aid.
10) Excuse for Allen Dockter to Excuses.
11)Excuse for Jim Snyder to Excuses.

12)Invitation from First Reformed Church of Aberdeen to host the Spring 2005 Classis meeting. 4 motion was made, seconded, “To hold the 2005 Spring Classis meeting at the First
Reformed Church of Aberdeen.” Motion was Passed.

13) Communication from Henry ven Delden, Classis Manitoba, Canadian Reformed Churches, to send a fraternal delegate to their Classis meeting to Permanent Interchurch Relations
Committee.

14)  Overture from Tim Rott on behalf of the Hosmer & Ashley church asking for financial assistance for their Radio Programs to Missions.
15)  Overture from Rev. Richert for Classis to review the revised constitution for the Hosmer Reformed Church to Judicial.

16)Excuse for Lynn Goehring to Excuses.

17)Excuse for Michael McGee to Excuses.

18)Excuse for William Haddock to Excuses.

19)Excuse for Jere Hieb to Excuses.

20) Expression of appreciation to the Hosting Congregation. (The pastors and elders of the 19th Annual Northern Plains Classis Spring Meeting express their heartfelt appreciation and
gratitude to the congregation of the Salem Reformed Church of Ashley, North Dakota, for hosting Classis. We appreciate your gracious hospitality and give thanks to our Lord for you. May
He richly bless you for your service to His church.)

Respectfully Submitted,
Michael McGee, David Dawn, Chester Beck, Reinhold Dockter

I. SERVICES AND INTERCHURCH RELATIONS
We received the following item for consideration:
2004 Permanent Interchurch Relations Report
Recommendation #1
Concerning the 2004 Permanent Interchurch Relations Report - take note.



-34-

Recommendation #2
That NPC churches be encouraged to pursue fellowship with church in the Presbytery of the Dakotas of the OPC and Classis Manitoba of the Canadian Reformed Churches - take note.
Michael McGee, David Dawn, Chester Beck, Reinhold Dockter

XVIII. MISCELLANEOUS REPORTS AND OTHER BUSINESS
A. Expression of Appreciation to the Hosting Congregation
This matter was taken care of in the Overture’s Report.
B. Adoption of the Stated Clerk’s Report, Executive Committee’s Minutes and Overture Committee’s Report

The Stated Clerk’s Report, the Executive Committee Report, and the Standing Overtures Committee report were all adopted by the Northern Plains Classis.

XIX. READING OF THE MINUTES

The minutes were read and corrected by the Clerk. The President asked “Shall the minutes be now approved?” Since there were no objections, he declared the minutes approved.

XX. ADJOURNMENT

The Northern Plains Classis adjourned to the 20th Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis at First Reformed Church of Aberdeen, South Dakota, which will be on March 7th, 2005.
The Classis adjourned at 11:17 A.M. on March 2", 2004.

A. Roll Call
The final roll call showed 6 ministers, and 8 elders present.
B. Devotions
Elder Reinhold Dockter led the Assembly in the closing devotion from Psalm 103.
C. The Apostle’s Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Benediction
The Assembly stood to unite in reciting the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. The President pronounced the Benediction.

Rodney S. De Jong
Stated Clerk, Northern Plains Classis
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APPENDICES

Pages 44-45 - Appendix A - Treasurer’s Report

Pages 46-47 - Appendix B - 2003 Statistics of the
Northern Plains Classis

Pages 48-49 - Appendix C - Standing Rules of Classis
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
FUND BALANCES
Jan. 1, 2003 thru Dec. 31, 2003

Balance Balance SAVINGS

FUND 1/1/03 INCOME  EXPENSES 12/31/03  CERTIFICATES

Classical Dues 4,647.65 1,816.02 2,114.76 4,348.91 1,000.00

Home Missions 2,969.39 21,037.41 19,818.50 4,188.30 2,000.00

Foundations 0.00 7,500.00 7,500.00 0.00 7,500.00

Total 7,617.04 30,353.43 29,433.26 8,537.21 10,500.00

STATEMENT OF INCOME

Classical Home

From Source Received Dues Missions Foundations
Interest on NOW Account 13.75 8.88
Interest on Savings Certificate 26.27 52.53
Covenant Reformed Church - Watertown 60.00 760.00
First Reformed Church - Aberdeen 336.00 4,256.00
Kassel Reformed Church - Denhoff 78.00 988.00
Harvest Reformed Church - Minot 108.00 1,368.00
Hope Reformed Church - Pierre 63.00 798.00
Salem Reformed Church - Ashley 156.00 1,976.00

Eureka Reformed Church - Eureka 630.00 7,980.00 7,500.00
Reformed Church of Hosmer 120.00 0.00
Leola Reformed Church - Leola 30.00 380.00
Herreid Reformed Church - Herreid 195.00 2.470.00

Total Income 1,816.02 21,037.41 7,500.00

APPENDIX A
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Rev. Steven Richert
Tim Rott
Rev. Michael McGee
Rev Tracy Gruggett
Rod De Jong
Rev. Dale Clark
Chester Beck
Milbert Kappes
Rev. David Dawn
Ralph Kusler
Jere Hieb

Total

OFFICERS HONORARIUM

Rev. Dale Clark - President

Rod De Jong - Clerk

Ralph Kusler - Treasurer
Total

ABSTRACT OF THE MINUTES FOR 2004 SPRING MEETING

STATEMENT OF EXPENSE
CLASSICAL EXPENSES
64.00
12.80 Rev. Clark - Mileage
141.00 Rev. Jones-Ed. N.P. Chronicles
76.00 Jurgens Printing-Abstract
15.20 US Postmaster
10.00 Total
50.00
68.00 TOTAL CLASSICAL EXPENSES
12.80
64.00 HOME MISSIONS
48.00 Watertown
561.80 Minot - TV Ad
Salem Reformed Church -
Radio Broadcast
100.00 Total Home Missions
250.00 Purchase Foundation CD
100.00
450.00 TOTAL EXPENSES

263.00
200.00
626.46

13.50

1,102.96

2,114.76

16,000.00
2,400.00

1,418.50

19,818.50

7,500.00

29,433.26

Northern Plains Classis Treasurer prepared this financial statement on a cash basis. Fund accounting which consists of a
self balancing group of accounts and in which is recorded cash received and expenditures paid, is used by the Classis. In
addition, revenue and the related assets are recognized when received rather than when earned, and expenses are
recognized when paid rather than when the obligation is incurred. Accordingly, the accompanying financial statements
are not intended to present financial and results of operations in conformity with generally accepted accounting

principles.

Ralph Kusler, Treasurer

APPENDIX A

237-
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APPENDIX B
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS - 2003 STATISTICS

Aberdeen Ashley  Denhoff Eurcka  Herreid
Number of Elders 3 3 2 3 2
Number of Deacons 3 3 2 3 2
Communicants Last Year 112 52 27 210 65
Received - Confirmation 0 0 0 3 0
Received - Transfer 0 0 0 0 0
Received - Profession 0 0 0 0 1
Total Received 0 0 0 3 1
Total Old & New 112 52 27 213 66
Lost - Dismissal 2 0 2 1 2
Lost - Erase/Disciple 0 0 0 0 5
Lost - Death 3 1 0 6 0
Total Lost 5 1 2 7 7
Total Communicants This Year 107 51 25 206 59
Unconfirmed Members 34 1 4 28 12
Total Baptized Members 141 52 29 234 71
Number of Families 60 28 19 111 33
Children in Sunday School 28 4 4 20 14
Adults Baptized Last Year 0 0 0 0 0
Infants Baptized Last Year 2 0 0 0 0
Total Baptisms 2 0 0 0 (1}
Members' - Lord's Supper 95 49 25 175 54
Lord's Supper Observed 4 3 4 7 14
Receipts - Sunday Offerings $ 61,244 $§ 30,659 $ 11,591 $ 100,467 $ 39,522
Receipts - Special Offerings $ 5033 § 860 $ 0 $ 3413 $§ 9376
Receipts - Other Sources $ 5685 $ 3469 $ 174 $§ 24771 § 111
Total Receipts $ 71,962 $ 34,988 §$ 11,765 $ 128,651 $ 49,009
Budgeted Synodical Funds $ 13,396 $§ 8,800 $ 4978 $§ 14,700 $ 3,647
Budgeted Classical Funds $ 4592 $§ 2,132 $§ 1,066 $ 16,110 $ 2,665
RCUS Non-Budgeted $ 03 150 $ 0 s 840 § 250

Hosmer
2

3

40

40

41

26

30

$ 6433

$ 1,370

$ 12,275

$ 20,078

$ 560

$ 120
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3 Non-RCUS Benovolences $ 0 s 100 $ 133 § 2805 $ 0 $ 0
? Other General Expenses $ 52,909 $ 29,300 $ 8,063 § 82,934 $36257 $ 22,242
; Total Disbursements $ 70,897 $ 40,482 $ 14,240 $ 117,389 $ 42,819 $ 22,922
g Value of Church Building $ 150,000 $ 24,900 $ 30,000 $ 250,000 $ 40,000 $ 25,000
i Value of Parsonage $ 90,000 $ 19,000 $ 0 $ 75000 $42,000 § 0
z Property Improvements $ 0 $ 6169 $ 0 $ 12572 $§ 4,000 § 0
2 Present Property Debts $ 0 s 0 s 0 s 0 s 0 s 0
> Debt Paid Last Year $ 0 s 0s 0 0s 0S$ 0
; Synod Giving Per Communicant $ 120 $ 169 $ 184 § 70 $ 56 $ 14
3 Classis Giving Per Communicant $ 41 8 41 8 39 8§ 77 8 41§ 3
?] Total RCUS Per Communicant $ 161 $ 213 § 224§ 151 $ 101 $ 17
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NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS - 2003 STATISTICS

Number of Elders
Number of Deacons
Communicants Last Year
Received - Confirmation
Received - Transfer
Received - Profession
Total Received

Total Old & New

Lost - Dismissal

Lost - Erase/Disciple

Lost - Death

Total Lost

Total Communicants This Year
Unconfirmed Members
Total Baptized Members
Number of Families
Children in Sunday School
Adults Baptized Last Year
Infants Baptized Last Year
Total Baptisms

Members' - Lord's Supper
Lord's Supper Observed
Receipts - Sunday Offerings
Receipts - Special Offerings
Receipts - Other Sources
Total Receipts

Budgeted Synodical Funds
Budgeted Classical Funds

RCUS Non-Budgeted

APPENDIX B
Leola Minot
1 2
2 3
10 35
0 4
0 0
0 5
0 9
10 44
0 0
0 0
2 0
2 0
8 44
0 17
8 61
5 24
0 17
0 0
0 4
0 4
8 44
4 12
7,302 $ 48,895
775§ 9,351
412 $ 4345
8,489 § 62,591
1,933 $ 5,067
410 $ 1,476
50 $ 0

Pierre

5]
S O O o = O N

21

20

22

20

$ 28,339

$ 439

$ 450

$29,228

$ 1,276

$ 861

Watertown
2

0

20

17

24

17

$ 29,745

$ 870

$ 26,523

$ 57,138

$ 3,865

$ 820

$ 435

$

$

$

$

$

$

Totals

22

21

592

7

0

6

13

605

10

6

12

28

577

106

683

517

63

364,197

31,487

78,215

473,899

58,222

30,252

1,725
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Non-RCUS Benovolences
Other General Expenses

Total Disbursements

Value of Church Building
Value of Parsonage

Property Improvements

Present Property Debts

Debt Paid Last Year

Synod Giving Per Communicant

Classis Giving Per Communicant

Total RCUS Per Communicant

$ 0
$ 6,972
$ 9,365
$ 20,000
$ 0
$ 0
$ 0
$ 0
$ 193
$ 41
$ 239

$

$

$

$

$

$

0

53,034

59,577

150,000

78,000

7,790

18,809

3,978

145

42

187

$ 357

$26,534

$ 29,028

$100,000

$105,000

$ 325

$ 41,788

$ 7,116

$ 61

$ 41

$ 102

$

$

$

$

$

$

285 $

54,278 $

59,683 $

145,000 $

17,600 $

15,000 $

193§

41 8

256 $

3,680

372,523

466,402

789,900

554,000

30,856

78,197

26,094

98

51

152

41-



-42-

APPENDIX C
THE STANDING RULES OF THE
NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS
Organization

1) The Standing rules shall be read during the session of Classis.
2) That the Northern Plains Classis hold its annual meeting on the first Monday in March and shall meet each day until all business regularly brought before it has been disposed. (2002)
3) The worship services of Classis shall be prepared by the Executive Committee, and these proposed services shall be circulated before Classis.

4) Nominations for all officers of Classis shall be made by secret ballot. All names appearing on the nominating ballot shall be candidates, and if there is not an election on the first ballot, only the names with
the two highest totals of votes shall be candidates until there is an election.

5) The writ of certification for delegate elders shall be forwarded to the stated clerk two weeks before the session of Classis.

6) Every charge that will not have an elder delegate at the yearly Spring meeting of Classis shall, before the date of the meeting, send in the answers to the questions placed before the elder according to Article
81 of the Constitution. This copy shall be signed by all the elders of the charge, and sent to the Stated Clerk.

Correspondence

7) The parochial reports and statistics shall be forwarded two weeks before the spring session; the parochial reports to the President of the Classis and the statistics to the Stated Clerk two weeks before the
session of Classis.

8) The reports and recommendations of the Permanent and special Committees of Classis shall be completed and mailed to the Consistories of all the Churches two weeks before the Spring Meeting of Classis.
Parochial reports from all Ministers and Licentiates are to be sent to the President at least two weeks before the Spring meeting of Classis. Excuses for these requirements are to be made by written request to the
Executive Committee of Classis by the chairman of the committee involved, at least two weeks before the meeting of Classis.

9) Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Classis four weeks in advance of Classis shall be circularized, but overtures may be submitted to Classis at any time.

10) If pastors, elders, and members of congregations request information from the Executive of Classis concerning constitutional matters and procedures, as provided in Article 91, the answer shall, if the request
is in order and in written form, be presented in written form and relevant only to the item in question.

11) All documents submitted to Classis be written on sheets of paper 8.5 inches wide and 11 inches long.

Financial

12) The Classical dues shall be due on the first of September and are to be paid not later than the 30th of September of the current year.
13) The monies sent to the Treasurer shall be made out in check form to “Northern Plains Classis,” and shall be designated for which fund and how much for each fund.

14) The President of Classis shall receive one hundred dollars ($100.00), the Stated Clerk shall receive two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00), and the Treasurer one hundred dollars ($100.00) for the Classical year.

5) Travel reimbursement shall be paid only to those delegates whose congregations have paid the Classical dues in full to the Classis Treasurer, and those
delegates who have attended all sessions or have been properly excused by Classis.

6)
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a. If a pastor and his elder drive to Classis separately, they shall be paid 12 cents both ways;

If a pastor and his elder come in the same car, the one driving is to get 20 cents per mile and the rider is to get 4 cents per mile;

If there is but one delegate driving he is to get 20 cents per mile, and if a man travels in behalf of Classis business he is to get 20 cents per mile;

When distance and time require travel on public transportation to Classis, or for Classis business, they shall be granted full fare.

H » >

Examinations

17) It shall be the practice of the Classis before ordaining candidates for the ministry and before installing ordained ministers from other denominations, to require no less than a six month internship for them
under the supervision of a pastor of the Classis who has served in the Reformed Church in the United States for at least five years. During this internship particular emphasis shall be placed upon learning the
peculiarities and practices of the RCUS. This internship requirement may be fulfilled either before or after the candidate has received a call or is licensed.
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Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to God our Savior, who alone is wise,
be glory and majesty, domain and power, both now and forever. Amen

Jude 24,25
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