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the Lord shall reign forever – your God, O Zion,
to all generations. Praise the Lord!
(PS 146:10)
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Unless you’ve been living under a rock, you can’t help but be aware that
it’s election season. Hundreds of millions of dollars have been spent on
political ads and there has been a frenzy of punditry and commentary on
candidates and issues all over the various cable and social media outlets.
Both the major political parties are going all out to persuade voters to cast
their votes for their respective candidates and platform. And there ought not
really be any doubt in any of who do plan to exercise our right to vote that
this 2020 election is a choice between radically different political agendas
for the US of A. The outcome of the elections, presidential, congressional,
gubernatorial and more local offices, may profoundly impact our enjoyment of the endowed- by- our -Creator “inalienable rights” to Life, Liberty
and the pursuit of Happiness (from the 1776 Declaration of Independence).
Although voters may indeed hold opposing views on the following issues,
those informed are aware that the outcome of this election will have significant bearing on religious freedom and free speech, sanctity of life, free
enterprise, 2nd amendment rights, national security, schooling and health
care choices, and the list could be expanded.
So how should we vote as those who by true faith confess to belong to
Jesus Christ and have our citizenship in heaven (Phil.3:20)? Our theology
ought to inform our politics just as it ought to inform every aspect of our
Christian lives. The just shall live by his faith (Habakkuk 2:4, NKJV), and our
faith has Christ Jesus as its object and so our choices and actions ought
reflect the same perspective expressed by the apostle Paul: For me, to live
is Christ, and to die is gain (Phil.1:21). This means that Christ is more precious than this present world, including this present US of A. This means
then that politics are not of paramount importance to us, for only Christ is.
Politics and politicians and policies are of this passing away world, whereas
Christ and His Kingdom are everlasting, and the time appointed for this
present time has grown very short. Christ so tells us in I Cor 7:29-31. So
we should vote without being caught up with this election as are those

whose trust is in princes (Ps.146:3), for we trust Christ
Jesus will continue to rule with all authority over all
things in heaven and on earth no matter the outcome
of this election, and in truth, the results, whenever the
final tally of votes is made, even if contested, will be His
Father’s will done.
And, as our voting reflects our faith in Jesus Christ,
let us be witnessing our faith by our charity, kindness,
compassion and love toward our neighbors even if we
know they will most likely vote with priorities starkly
contrasting with ours. Perhaps the Lord will grant us
opportunities to speak persuasively of the issues dear
to us for the sake of giving Christ the preeminence due
Him. But let us not be rabble-rousers as we’ve witnessed
that so much in this 2020 election year. As the testimony
of the advance of the gospel in the Book of Acts shows,
the riots that placed the city of Ephesus in danger (Acts
19) were not instigated by the zeal of disciples of Christ,
but by those who preferred the things of this world over
Christ Jesus (read vs.19-41!) We Christians are exhorted
first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and
giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and
all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For this
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior,
who desires all men to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth (1Tim 2:1-4). That implies, does
it not, that we would vote for candidates and policies
that promote the peacefulness for which we are called
to pray. And for those who are riotous rabble-rousers,
we pray they would rather seek after the same peacefulness as they come to the knowledge of the truth to
which we should be peaceable witnesses not just in
volatile election years.
We vote as our theology has us recognize that all
levels of our governmental authorities are appointed
of God (Rom 13). And as God uses our votes to appoint
those civil authorities He is placing over us, our theology informs us that their role is to commend good
and punish evil. That role is theirs no matter if they rule
as evil tyrants or character-flawed presidents. As God
appoints civil rulers, He can mercifully use not just those
who indeed fear God, but even evil people for good. A
prime example is the pagan Persian king Cyrus who
issued the decree by which the captive remnant of God’s
people Israel returned to the promised land to rebuild
the house of the Lord (see Isaiah 44). The Lord even
says, “He is My shepherd”. We Christians wish all our civic
candidates and rulers were demonstrably Christian, but
they rule over a kingdom of this world and the world is
not the church. We may look back to the founding of
this republic and hold on to the idea that the US of A is

Christian nation, but even if that were the case then, now
in 2020, given the religious diversity, and the intolerance
of Christian values, it is no more than wishful thinking.
So as we vote, should we not be voting for candidates
on the basis not so much of their character, but rather
more so on the basis of their proposed policies? Policies,
platforms, agendas that would seem best for the good
of society and good for us, the church, so we might lead
the peaceable lives in all godliness and reverence that
is the stated purpose for God’ exhortation for us to be
praying for the civil authorities.
Candidates whose stated policy is to preserve the life
of the unborn and of those who survive an abortion are
worthy of our vote. Those who promise to uphold law
and order on main street and who appoint justices who
will uphold the Constitution in their decisions deserve
our vote.
But it seems to me that issue of the highest priority in
our Christian voting in this USA election is the maintenance of our First Amendment right of free speech and
religious freedom. Because we, Christ’s church, are to
spread the gospel, to make the Truth known to the lost,
to reach out with the good news to those stumbling
in the darkness because of the blindness of their sin.
To make disciples of Christ those that may at this time
openly be in rebellion against God and His Word, even be
riotous rabble-rousers, we need the freedom of speech
to engage with people of all religious beliefs.
And to be clear, there are candidates whose policies,
if given power to enact them, would stifle the proclamation of the gospel by the restrictions they would
authorize to limit free speech and freedom of worship.
Just consider that by the decrees of certain government
officials riotous mobs were not restricted during this
covid19 season, but church gatherings were. There are
candidates in this election whose policies are of the “progressive” stripe which thinks the Christians worldview
stands in the way of the “social justice” they espouse.
They would seek to diminish the voice of Christ’s church
and perhaps even vanquish it from this nation.
So let us vote in trust of God and the rule of the King
of Kings, even our Lord Jesus Christ who has granted us
citizenship in His heavenly Kingdom by grace through
faith. Let us vote as those who sincerely pray: Thy
Kingdom Come. Let’s us vote for the good of society,
but most of all, let us vote to hopefully maintain the
freedom to proclaim the saving gospel of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ to His glory. rh
George Horner
Ridgeland, SC
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ANNE BRADSTREET, NÉE ANNE DUDLEY, (born c. 1612, Northampton, Northamptonshire?, England—died September 16, 1672,
Andover, Massachusetts Bay Colony [U.S.]), one of the first poets to write English verse in the American colonies. Long considered
primarily of historical interest, she won critical acceptance in the 20th century as a writer of enduring verse, particularly for her
sequence of religious poems, “Contemplations,” written for her family and not published until the mid-19th century.

The Vanity of All Worldly Things
As he said vanity, so vain say I,

If not in honor, beauty, age, nor treasure,

Oh! Vanity, O vain all under sky;

Nor yet in learning, wisdom, youth, nor pleasure,

Where is the man can say, “Lo, I have found

Where shall I climb, sound, seek, search, or find

On brittle earth a consolation sound”?

That summum bonum which may stay my mind?

What isn’t in honor to be set on high?

There is a path no vulture’s eye hath seen,

No, they like beasts and sons of men shall die,

Where lion fierce, nor lion’s whelps have been,

And whilst they live, how oft doth turn their fate;

Which leads unto that living crystal fount,

He’s now a captive that was king of late.

Who drinks thereof, the world doth naught account.

What isn’t in wealth great treasures to obtain?

The depth and sea have said “ ‘tis not in me,”

No, that’s but labor, anxious care, and pain.

With pearl and gold it shall not valued be.

He heaps up riches, and he heaps up sorrow,

For sapphire, onyx, topaz who would change;

It’s his today, but who’s his heir tomorrow?

It’s hid from eyes of men, they count it strange.

What then? Content in pleasures canst thou find?

Death and destruction the fame hath heard,

More vain than all, that’s but to grasp the wind.

But where and what it is, from heaven’s declared;

The sensual senses for a time they pleasure,

It brings to honor which shall ne’er decay,

Meanwhile the conscience rage, who shall appease?

It stores with wealth which time can’t wear away.

What isn’t in beauty? No that’s but a snare,

It yieldeth pleasures far beyond conceit,

They’re foul enough today, that once were fair.

And truly beautifies without deceit.

What is’t in flow’ring youth, or manly age?

Nor strength, nor wisdom, nor fresh youth shall fade,

The first is prone to vice, the last to rage.

Nor death shall see, but are immortal made.

Where is it then, in wisdom, learning, arts?

This pearl of price, this tree of life, this spring,

Sure if on earth, it must be in those parts;

Who is possessed of shall reign a king.

Yet these the wisest man of men did find

Nor change of state nor cares shall ever see,

But vanity, vexation of the mind.

But wear his crown unto eternity.

And he that know the most doth still bemoan

This satiates the soul, this stays the mind,

He knows not all that here is to be known.

And all the rest, but vanity we find.

What is it then? To do as stoics tell,
Nor laugh, nor weep, let things go ill or well?
Such stoics are but stocks, such teaching vain,
While man is man, he shall have ease or pain.
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What the Lord Requires
(A Sermon on Micah 6:1-8)

W

e’ve seen it far too often, particularly those of us who
are blessed to be married. The courtship and early
years of marriage are wonderful, but once the honeymoon
wears off and reality sets in, things start to get real. As the
weeks, months, and years roll by, the fire with which the
marriage began can diminish to embers. This often prompts
one partner in the marriage to echo the words of God in
Micah 6:3 to their partner, “How have I wearied you?” Tragically, the old joke can sometimes become a reality: “I told
her ‘I love you’ when we got married. If anything changes,
I’ll let her know.”
Do we see this in the Christian life too? Yes! Our love for
God and his Son, Jesus Christ, can (and often does) grow
cold. Perhaps early on in our Christian life we relished going
to church and being with God’s people. We loved getting up
early to pray and do our daily devotions. We looked forward
to Bible studies. We anticipated hearing God’s word preached
and receiving the sacraments. Our hearts and voices sang out
to God in praise. After awhile, our love grows cold. Going to
church becomes a chore. Reading the Bible is something we
may or may not get to each day. Prayer becomes a last resort
instead of the first thing we do each day. This can happen
to any one of us because the daily battle with the world, the
flesh and the devil is real.
This happened quite often to the people of Israel and Judah.
The Prophet Micah prophesied to the southern kingdom of
Judah during the latter half of the 8th century BC. It was a
time of great prosperity and material wealth, but also a time of

great apostasy and spiritual decline. Micah prophesied during
the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah—approximately
750-700 BC. The reign of Ahaz was particularly wicked (cf. 2
Kings 16:1-4). We are told he “walked in the way of the kings
of Israel” (2 Kings 16:3). It was also during his reign that the
northern kingdom of Israel fell to the Assyrians. It got to be
that as the king went, so went the people—their love for the
Lord had grown cold.
In our passage—Micah 6:1-8—we’re going to see the
prophet execute a what is sometimes referred to as a covenant lawsuit as: (1) The Lord summons his people (vv. 1-2);
(2) The Lord indicts his people (vv. 3-5); and (3) The Lord
corrects his people (vv. 6-8). As we study this passage, keep
this theme in mind: The Lord requires true religion, not
empty ritual.
The Lord Summons His People (vv. 1-2)
Like he does in Micah 1:2 and Micah 3:1, the Lord calls his
people “to hear.” This is an official summons from the Lord,
the covenant king (suzerain) to his subject (vassal) people.
We are introduced to a courtroom motif in vv. 1-2, God is the
offended party, Micah, the prophet, is the covenant prosecutor,
Israel, the covenant people, are the defendant, and the created order (mountains, hills, enduring foundations) is the
witness called forth to bring testimony to the unfaithfulness
of Israel. The prophet is commanded to “plead” Lord’s case
before the mountains. This gives us a glimpse into one of the
main functions of the prophetic office. We see prophets all
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throughout the OT, but it is beginning with Elijah and Elisha
that we see the prophetic office being used in this method—as
a prosecutor of covenant violations against the Lord. In reality,
the Lord could have indicted Israel 10 seconds after entering the promised land because there hasn’t been a moment
when Israel didn’t violate the covenant. Israel has a history of
covenant breaking, but God has a history of covenant keeping.
We also know that God is a God who is often described as
merciful & gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love. But in the period of the monarchy, we see a shift of sorts
as the king becomes a sort of surrogate for the people (as
the king went, so went the people). Starting with Elijah &
Elisha, we see a series of prophets sent by God to warn the
king and the people—essentially—repent or face judgment.
They come warning of the covenant curses laid out in Deuteronomy 28:15ff.
It is interesting that all of creation is called by the Lord to
stand as a witness against the covenant unfaithfulness of his
people. Why the mountains? Who better than the mountains
to testify against the people? It was the mountains that were
witness to the original establishment of the covenant. We
know this is a personification (mountains don’t literally witness
or testify), but the point should be clear: Israel’s sin & idolatry
was not hidden. Ever hear the phrase, “If these walls could
talk…” here we have a similar situation, “If these mountains
could talk, what would they say?”
While the language used simulates a “courtroom scene,” the
charge against Israel is spiritual adultery. The prophets often
invoked “marriage” language to refer to the covenant relationship between the Lord and Israel. Israel’s idolatry, their unfaithfulness, is seen as spiritual adultery. God has been faithful
to keep up his end of the covenant promises (as we’ll see in
a moment), but Israel has time and time again, failed. Now
imagine if the Lord called anyone of us to account for our
covenant faithfulness? How would we fare? We often live
lives that presume upon God’s grace. Maybe we read verses like
Romans 8:1 and think that “no condemnation for those who
are in Jesus Christ” and take that to mean God will never be
angry at us? As glorious as that truth is, our sin still opens us
up to God’s fatherly displeasure & chastisement. This summons
by God to his wayward people reminds us that judgment is
coming. Peter reminds us that judgment is coming and that is
begins “at the household of God” (1 Peter 4:17). Thanks be to
God that because of the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ, judgment for the people of God is not punitive; but
that doesn’t make us exempt from God’s fatherly discipline.
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The Lord Indicts His People (vv. 3-5)
Notice the shift in language between vv. 1-2 and v. 3. In vv.
1-2, we see this ominous summons of the Lord through his
prophet as he calls all the created order to stand as witness
to the Lord’s indictment. Here in v. 3, the language softens
a bit—it is filled with pathos: “What have I done to you?
How have I wearied you?” While this is indeed a covenant
lawsuit, the notion of “covenant” implies a relationship. Recall
the covenant formula: “I shall be your God and you shall be
my people” (Leviticus 26:12). As we mentioned earlier, the
covenant relationship between God and Israel was often put
into a marriage motif. The case that the prophet pleads in v.
3 is reminiscent of this. Notice also how this indictment is
worded—“What have I done to you?” “How have I wearied
you?” The implication is that somehow God is in the wrong,
that God has wearied his people, that the people are fed up
with God. I want you all to answer this question in your heart,
and we’ll circle back round to it in a bit—Do we feel this way
about God? Do we feel wearied by God?
Now in vv. 4-5, the Lord recounts what he has “done” to
them, how he has “wearied” them. What Micah recounts in
vv. 4-5 is essentially the exodus in microcosm—from delivery
in Egypt to preservation to the Promised Land (it’s all there).
First we see a mention of how the Lord brought Israel “up from
the land of Egypt and redeemed [them] from the house of
slavery.” The exodus from Egypt is the greatest act of redemption
in the OT. It is continually looked back on as the evidence of
God’s great covenant faithfulness. The exodus from Egypt also
forms the foundation upon which the Mosaic (old) Covenant
is built (Exodus 20:2). Second we see how God raised up for
Israel godly leaders to guide his people along the way to the
Promised Land:
1. Moses—the “lawgiver” who spoke “face-to-face” with
God as a friend
2. Aaron—the first high priest who made atonement for
their sins
3. Miriam—the prophetess who led the women in singing
of God’s victory
Third, Micah reminds them of the incident regarding Balak
and Balaam, the false prophet (Numbers 22-24). Balak king of
Moab feared the advancing Israelite army, so he calls Balaam
son of Beor to curse Israel. However, God commanded Balaam
to bless Israel instead of cursing them, and this he did three
times. Fourthly, the people are reminded of “what happened
from Shittim to Gilgal.” It was in Shittim that Israel broke
the covenant (Numbers 25) and in Gilgal the covenant was

renewed ( Joshua 5). It also marks how God delivered Israel
from the wilderness into the Promised Land, thus fulfilling
the promise he made to Abraham, Isaac & Jacob. All that the
people might “know the righteous acts of the LORD”
Why do we need to “know the righteous acts of the LORD?”
Because we so often tend to forget all that the Lord has done
for us. Israel had apparently forgotten all that God had done
for them. They grew complacent in their covenant breaking.
Their love for God grew cold. What Micah lists in vv. 4-5 is
just a sample of all that God had done, and is doing, for his
people. I want to circle back to the question I posed earlier—
Do we feel wearied by God? Do we feel God has done us wrong
when he brings a trial into our lives? Do we sometimes get
frustrated with God when things don’t go our way? Do we lose
patience with God when we don’t get that answer to prayer?
Even Christians can grumble and complain. This happens
when we fail to take a proper accounting of all the Lord has
done, is doing, and will do for us in Christ! The Exodus, while
the greatest act of redemption in the OT, points forward to
a far greater act of redemption—namely the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. The story that Micah recalls in
vv. 4-5 is a microcosm of the Christian life. We are delivered
from our bondage to sin and preserved through our Christian
walk until God perfects us when Christ returns in glory! Our
love for God can (and will) grow cold from time to time. We
need to stoke the flame of our love for God & JC be recalling
all of God’s righteous acts on our behalf in Christ.
The Lord Corrects His People (vv. 6-8)
The prophet has laid out the Lord’s case, the indictment has
been presented, how will the people respond? Verse 6 starts
out with the right question—“With what shall I come before
the LORD?” Commentators call this language an “entrance
liturgy” language because it mirrors the language of Psalm
15 or Psalm 24 (“Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?”).
However, while the people ask the right question, they do so
with the wrong motives. The people think that the way to the
Lord is through sacrifice. There is a progression in the language
of vv. 6-7. It begins with bowing “before God on high”—this
is good. Then is moves on to burnt offerings of costly yearold calves. Then it moves into the realm of hyperbole: 1,000’s
of rams, 10,000 rivers of oil, giving up my firstborn (child
sacrifice was illegal). All of this essentially asks the question:
How much is enough, God? All of this portrays a heart far
from God—one that is only focused on ritual. “Oh, God is
not happy? Let’s just offer more sacrifice.” It gives evidence of

a love that has grown cold. The problem? They had forgotten the Greatest Commandment—Sacrifice without love
doesn’t cut it!
The Lord corrects this faulty thinking in v. 8. In response
to the people’s question (“with what shall I come before the
LORD?”), the prophet responds on behalf of the Lord—“He
has told you, O man, what is good.” Here the prophet gives
them a summary of what the Lord requires—Three things:
1. DO Justice
2. LOVE Mercy/Kindness
3. WALK Humbly with your God
If you think of the Mosaic Covenant for a moment, how
is that covenant structured? It is built upon the “righteous
acts of the Lord”—i.e., grace. Then we get the commandments, which are summarized as Love God & Love Others.
Then in order to have a covenant relationship with the Lord,
the sacrificial system was introduced precisely because God’s
people are incapable of perfectly loving God and loving others.
The people of Micah’s day had: (1) Forgotten God’s grace, and
(2) Ignored God’s command, and (3) were only superficially
going through the sacrifices. God is saying through Micah:
“Look, I don’t want more empty sacrifice. I want your heart! I
want your obedience! I want you to live the law of love!” Love
of neighbor reflected in DOING justice & LOVING mercy.
Justice is giving people what is due to them; treating people
fairly & with integrity. Mercy gives where no giving is required,
it acts when no action is deserved. It looks at the needy and
gives them what they need ( Just like God, in Christ gave us
what we need). The people of Micah’s day were not doing this
as evidenced throughout the book. Finally, love of God is reflected in WALKING HUMBLY before him (again something
the people weren’t doing)
Micah 6:8 contains the essence/heart of true religion. It’s
not empty ritual divorced from a love of God and neighbor.
It’s reflected in a heart that loves God and loves neighbor. True
religion sees in the sacrificial system (completed and fulfilled
in Christ) a means to atone for the fact that we often fail love
God and love neighbors. God knows our state; He knows we
are sinners and that we cannot keep the law, so he graciously
gave his covenant people the means to atone for their sins
against God and neighbor. In Christ, we have a once-for-all
atonement that covers our failure to keep the commandments.
Conclusion
This is a hard text to apply to God’s people today in the 21st
century. The church of Jesus Christ is not apostate Israel facing
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the threat of deportation for failure to live up to the stipulations of the Mosaic Covenant. But the temptation to fall into
empty ritual is very real for believers of any period. Empty
ritual sees the limit of our obligation to God as outward performance. Our Lord saw this in the Pharisees of his day. He
warned them,“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you tithe mint and dill and cumin and have neglected the
weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness. These you ought to have done, without neglecting the
others” (Matthew 23:23). Can you see times in your life when
perhaps you have neglected the “weightier matters of the law”
as you fell into perfunctory religious observance: Going to
church, reading our Bibles, saying our prayers. Then when the
question is posed to us—“With what shall I come before the
Lord?”—we reply: Shall I pray five hours a day? Shall I read
50 chapters of my Bible? Shall I attend every worship service
& Bible study & prayer meeting? Bottom Line: Our love for
God and for Jesus Christ can grow cold.
Thanks be to God that we have a faithful Savior, JC, who

perfectly did justice, loved mercy, and walked humbly with
God. Jesus Christ humbled himself by taking on the form
of a servant and was perfectly obedient even to the point of
death. The cross of Jesus Christ is the intersection of Justice
and Mercy. Jesus Christ did justice by going to the cross and
bearing the wrath of God for our sins. Jesus Christ loved mercy
by being willing to be our sacrifice for sin and giving us what
we so desperately need—His perfect righteousness. We, by
grace through faith, can rest in the glorious truth that because
of what Christ has done for us, we can follow in Christ’s footsteps in loving gratitude. “We can never match God’s amazing
gift of grace. But we can give him all that we have and all that
we are. God does not want us to give ourselves to him in
elaborate shows of rituals and sacrifices, but in the daily way
we live, walking humbly with him and showing justice and
kindness to our fellow man” (Richard Phillips). rh
Carl Gobelman
Sutton, Ne

News of Kenya

W

e are happy to let you know the Lord continues to provide
for our brothers and sisters in Kenya in the RFCK churches
including in this difficult time.
This is a picture of the old church in Nyamondo on the left which
will be torn down by the state to widen the road. On the right of the
picture is the beginning of the new church, moved back from the road.
The roofing and beams from the old church building have been salvaged
and used on the new building.
As one can see, the walls still need to be built. Funds have been sent
to help with the rebuilding which we understand is nearly finished.
However, our brothers and sisters there still need our help. Because
of COVID restrictions, locusts and torrential rains, food prices keep
going up. To buy food for the needy church families requires $1,500
every two months. Synod budgeted $2,000 for the whole year. This is
not a short-term problem but will require long-term, prayerful giving on
our part. It is our hope that you can help with these brethren in need.

If God has led you to financially help, please send donations to: Compassion Kenya %St. Paul’s Evangelical 15480
County Rd. 31, Hamburg, MN 55339 Mark your check in the memo blank “for Kenya food.”
Do not send donations for this cause to Synod.
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Heidelberg Youth Camp 2020

H

eidelberg Youth Camp experienced blessings beyond
measure this summer. Despite an initially negative
prediction regarding camp actually happening this year due
to COVID-19 restrictions, Camp Bob Marshall, the home
of HYC for the last 20+ was willing to work closley with
the US Forest Service to allow us to safely gather. Thanks
to their help, along with the dedication and persistence of
many church members, we were able to once again secure
Camp Bob to host one of the best weeks in the memory of
HYC-goers. Camp director Matt Fickbohm predicted it
would be “One of the most joy filled camps in our history” …
and he was right! With over 115 campers in attendance,

there were more opportunities than ever for new friendships,
fellowship, and fun!
The campers were able to enjoy activities such as early morning fishing, arts and crafts, board games, archery, and so much
more. Even bigger highlights were the country dancing led
by Pastor and David Voytek, and the HYC choir led by Elder Doug Haak. The highly anticipated junior vs counselor
game of capture the flag lived up to the hype, with the severely
outnumbered counselors emerging victorious. Due to fires in
the area, the annual hikes to Harney Peak and Sunday Gulch
were cancelled, but the senior campers were able to enjoy
a new hike option, one which involved the opportunity to

September/October 2020 | 9

10 | Reformed Herald 76 / 05

get soaked, much to the delight of several in attendance. The
Wednesday night talent show was once again a raging success,
and the audience enjoyed a wide variety of skits, dances, and
musical performances from talented performers! Along with
the talent show, perhaps the most highly anticipated activity
of the week was the Counselor vs Senior camper volleyball
game. After a hard-fought five sets, the senior campers were
successful in defending the title for yet another consecutive
year! (The counselors were still exhausted from their Capture
the Flag victory…)
Even more important than the fun and games was the
learning and fellowship that occurred throughout the week.
The pastors delivered several excellent lessons and sermons
on different aspects of the Armor of God, and all who listened
heard valuable information that could be applied throughout
all aspects of the Christian walk. Learning to equip ourselves
with the Armor of God proved to be very timely topic in this
challenging year.

This year’s offering once again supported Save the Storks, a
pro-life organization that helps send buses fully equipped with
a mobile doctors office with ultrasound equipment to help
mothers considering abortion to see their child. The generous
donations of all in attendance totaled more than $2,000! This
was in part thanks to a campers creative idea of auctioning
off of the snack bar’s remaining can of Dr. Pepper, with all
proceeds going to Save the Storks.
We praise God for the many blessings bestowed upon
HYC this year – it was wonderful to see the youth of the
Church be able to grow in the Word, as well as build and
strengthen friendships with like-minded peers. Please pray
for the continual growth and success of this ministry to the
youth of the RCUS in the years to come. rh
Adeline Bergstrom
First time HYC counselor
Omaha Reformed Church
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From Ursinus’ Commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism

QUESTION 44
Why is it added: “He descended into Hell”?
A. That in my greatest temptations I may be assured that Christ, my Lord, by His inexpressible anguish, pains and terrors,
which He suffered in His soul on the cross and before, has redeemed me from the anguish and torment of hell.
EXPOSITION:
There are two things which it is proper for us to consider in relation to this Article of the Creed. The first is: What is
its meaning or sense? And the second, What is its use?

1. WHAT IS THE TRUE SENSE OF THIS ARTICLE
OF THE CREED; OR, WHAT DOES THE DESCENT OF CHRIST INTO HELL SIGNIFY?
The term hell is used in the Scriptures in three different
senses.1. It is used for the grave.“Then you shall bring down
my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.” “You will not leave
my soul in hell.” (Gen. 42:38; Ps. 16:10) 2. It is employed to
represent the place of the damned, as in the parable of the
rich man and Lazarus. “In hell he lifted up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off.” (Luke 16:23) 3. It is
employed to signify the most extreme distress and anguish.
“The sorrows of death com-passed me, and the pains of hell
gat hold upon me.”“The Lord brings down to the grave, and
brings up,” that is, he brings us into the most extreme pains,
from which he afterwards again delivers us. (Ps. 116:3; 1
Sam. 2:6)

In this Article the term hell is to be understood according
to the third signification. That it cannot be taken in the sense
of the grave is evident;1. Because it is already declared in the
Creed, he was buried. If any one affirms that this last article
is explanatory of the one that precedes, he will affirm nothing
thereby; because, when-ever two declarations, expressing the
same thing, are joined together, in order that the one may
explain {229} the other, it is proper that the last be clearer
and more easily understood than the former. But here it is
just the reverse; for to descend into hell is much more obscure
than to be buried. 2. It is not probable, in such a brief and
concise Confession as the Creed, that the same article would
be expressed twice, or that the same thing would be reiterated
in other words. Again, when it is said that Christ descended
into hell, it cannot mean the place of the damned, which is
the second signification of the term as above considered; as
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is proven from this division: the Divinity did not descend,
because this is, and was everywhere: neither did his body,
because it rested in the grave three days, according to the
type of Jonah; nor did it arise from any other place than the
grave .Neither did the soul of Christ descend:1. Because the
Scriptures in no place affirm this.2. Because Christ said in
relation to this when dying upon the cross,“Father into your
hands I commend my spirit;” and to the malefactor, he said,
“Today shall you be with me in Paradise.”(Luke 23:46, 43)
The soul of Christ, after his death, was, therefore, in the
hands of his Father in Paradise, and not in hell. Neither
has the sophism any force, which affirms that he was also
in the hands of his Father in hell, according to the declaration of the Psalmist, “If I make my bed in hell, behold you
are there;”(Ps. 139:8) that is, He was there also the object
of the divine regard, and was defended that he should not
perish: for it is first said,“Into your hands,” etc., that it might
next be declared,
(Lord’s Day 16):“Today shall you be with me in Paradise.”
But the felicity, and deliverance here spoken of is not found
in hell. The meaning is, both of us, who now suffer will this
day be in Paradise, in the place of eternal salvation and blessedness, free from all these tortures. But Paradise is neither
hell, nor is it in hell, which is the place of torment. Hence
it is evident that Christ spoke this to the malefactor, not of
his Divinity, but of his soul, which suffered with his body;
for his Divinity was now with the thief; neither did he suffer,
nor was he delivered according to his Divinity, but according
to his soul.3. If Christ descended into hell, (as to his soul)
he descended either that he might there suffer something,
or that he might deliver the fathers from that place, as the
Papists affirm. But he did not descend for the purpose of
suffering any thing, because when hanging upon the cross
he said,“It is finished.” ( John19:30) Neither did he descend
to liberate the fathers: 1. Because he did this by suffering for
them on earth. 2. He accomplished the same by the power,
and efficacy of his Godhead from the very beginning of the
world, and not by any local descent of his body, or soul into
hell. 3. The fathers were not in hell; therefore they could not
be liberated from that place. The souls of the just are in the
hands of God, neither do they suffer any pain. “Between us
and you there is a great gulf fixed; so that they which would
pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us
that would come from thence.” (Luke 16:26) And Lazarus
having died was carried by angels into Abraham’s bosom, and
not into Limbus Patrum. There are some who believe that
the soul of Christ descended into hell after his death, not
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to suffer, nor to liberate the fathers, but that he might there
make an open display of his victory, and strike terror into
the minds of the devils. But the Scriptures nowhere affirm
that Christ descended into hell for such a purpose as this.
Those who hold this view of the subject, and who object to
what we have here said in regard to the descent of Christ into
hell, bring forward the passage in 1 Peter 3:19, as though it
were in opposition to the view which we have presented; “By
which also he went, and preached unto the spirits in prison,
which some-time were disobedient,” etc. But the meaning of
this passage is different from what these persons suppose:
for the Apostle says, Christ went, that is, he was sent of the
Father to the Church from the very beginning; by his Spirit,
that is by his Divinity; to the spirits which are now in prison,
that is in hell; he preached in time past, when he hitherto
existed, and they were disobedient, viz., before the flood:
for then, when they were disobedient, he preached to them
being in this condition. But it was in the time of Noah that
they were disobedient. Therefore, it was then that Christ
preached by the fathers, inviting the disobedient to repentance. And still further, although Peter speaks of the descent
of Christ into hell, yet this is not the meaning of those whom
we here oppose, but of the Papists who insist that Christ
preached to the fathers in hell, and delivered them. They
also object by bringing forward another passage from the
same Apostle, who, in another place, says that “the gospel
was preached also to them that are dead.” (1 Pet. 4:6) But
to under-stand this passage as they do, is to lose sight of the
figure of speech that is employed; for the gospel was preached
to the dead, that is, to those who are now dead, or who were
dead when Peter wrote this passage, but who were living at
the time when it was preached to them. Another passage
found in the epistle of Paul to the Eph. 4:9, is also wrested
from its proper signification by those who hold the above
view; where it is said, “that Christ descended into the lower
parts of the earth,” which they understand to mean hell. But
this is also to disregard the figure of speech that is here used;
for the sense of the phrase is, he descended into the lower
parts of the earth, that is, into the earth, which is the lowest
part of the world; because there is here not an opposition of
one part of the earth to another, but of the earth to heaven, by
which the humiliation of Christ is signified. This is apparent
from the object, and scope of the Apostle, because he here
makes a contrast between the highest glory, and the deepest
humiliation of Christ. So Christ ascended into the highest
parts of heaven, that is, in heaven, which is the highest part
of the world. These passages, therefore, establish nothing

in relation to the descent of the soul of Christ into hell, and
if they did afford the strongest proof of it, yet still, as we
have already said, the testimony which they furnish would
not be in favor of those to whom we here refer, but in favor
of the Papists who teach that Christ preached in hell, and
liberated the fathers. And if the proofs gathered from these
passages cannot remove the difficulties which encumber the
views of the Papists in relation to this subject, much less can
they be of any assistance to these per-sons; for it is certain
that it cannot be proven from them, that Christ descended
into hell for the purpose of striking terror into death and
the devil. Yet this view, or opinion, of Christ’s descent into
hell, has nothing of impiety in it, and has been approved of
and held by many of the fathers. Hence it is not proper that
we should contend strenuously with any one in regard to it.
Yet it is certain, notwithstanding, that it cannot be gathered
from the Scriptures, nor established conclusively by solid
arguments; while reasons to the contrary are at hand. For
after his death, when he had said it is finished, the soul of
Christ rested in the hands of his Father, to whom he had
commended it. And if he descended into hell for the purpose
of triumphing over his enemies, this article should be the
commencement of his glorification. But it is not likely that
the glorification of Christ would take its beginning in hell;
for all the preceding articles of the Creed speak of the degrees
of the humiliation of Christ, of which the lowest and most
extreme is his descent into hell, which is also apparent from
the antithesis. Hence we are opposed to this view of the
subject. Yet, in the mean time, we confess that Christ struck
a great terror and dread in the devils. But this he did by his
death, by which he vanquished the devil, sin, and death, and
without doubt the devil saw that he was entirely disarmed,
and conquered by the death of Christ.
What, therefore, does this descent of Christ into hell signify? 1. It Signifies those extreme torments, pains, and anguish, which Christ suffered in his soul, such as the damned
experience, partly in this, and partly in the life to come 2. It
embraces also the greatest and most extreme ignominy, which
Christ suffered during the whole period of his passion. That
these things are signified, and comprehended in the descent
of Christ into hell, the testimonies of Scripture which we
have already cited in this discussion sufficiently teach and
affirm.“The pains of hell gat hold upon me.”“The Lord brings
down to the grave and brings up.”(Ps. 116:3; 1 Sam. 2:6) That
Christ ought to have suffered, and that he did endure these
things is also proven by this same testimony of David: “The
pains of hell gat hold upon Me” which is spoken of Christ

in the person of David. There are also other portions of
Scripture which bear similar testimony, as “It pleased the
Lord to bruise him; he has put him to grief.”“My soul is sorrowful even to death.” (Ish. 53:10; Matt. 26:28) The sorrows
and pains which he endured in the garden, when he sweat
drops of blood, also demonstrate the same thing: because
“the Lord laid upon him the iniquity of us all.” (Ish. 53:6) And
still more he cried out upon the cross, “My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me.” (Matt.27:46) The same thing
is proven by these arguments:1. Christ was to redeem not
only our bodies, but also our souls. Therefore it was necessary for him to suffer not only in body, but also in soul.2. It
was necessary for Christ to deliver us from the anguish and
pains of hell. Therefore it became him to experience these.
And this he did either before or after his death. That it was
not after his death, the Papists themselves confess. Therefore
it was before his death. Neither was it in his body that he
endured these things; for the sufferings of his body were
only external. Therefore he suffered them in his soul.3. It is
proper that the severe torments and anguish of soul,(which
were the heaviest part of his sufferings) should not be unnoticed in the Creed. But they would not be mentioned if
this article of the descent of Christ into hell did not refer to
them; for the preceding articles speak only of the external
sufferings of the body, which Christ suffered from without.
There is, therefore, no doubt but that the sufferings of his
soul are more particularly signified by this article. This is the
true descent of Christ into hell. Therefore we are to hold and
defend in opposition to the Papists, that which is certain, viz.,
that Christ descended into hell in the manner, and sense in
which we have here explained. Should any one, however, be
able to defend, and establish the fact that he descended in a
different sense, it is well. As for me, I cannot.
Objection 1: The articles of the Creed ought to be understood in their proper and natural sense, and without admitting any figure. Answer: This is true if the articles, when
taken in their proper signification, do not conflict with other
portions of Scripture. But this article of Christ’s descent into
hell when thus interpreted, is, in many ways, opposed to the
declaration of Jesus upon the cross: it is finished; for if he
finished, and consummated every part of our redemption
upon the cross, then there was no cause left why he should
descend into hell, the place of the damned.
Objection 2: The torments and horrors of soul which
Christ experienced preceded his burial. But his descent into
hell follows it. Therefore it cannot refer to, an designate the
anguish of soul which Christ endured. Answer: There is here
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a fallacy in the minor proposition, in making that a cause 2. WHAT ARE THE FRUITS OF CHRIST’S
which is not designed as such; for the descent into hell in
DESCENT INTO HELL?
the Creed follows the burial of Christ, not because it was
Christ descended into hell: 1. That we might not descend
accomplished after his burial; but because it is an explanation
thither, and that he might deliver us from the eternal anguish
of what precedes concerning his passion, death and burial,
and torments of hell. 2. That he might carry us with himself
lest something should be detracted from these; as if it said,
to heaven. Therefore to believe in Christ, who descended into
he did not only suffer in body—he did not only die a bodily
hell, is to believe that he sustained for us, in his own soul,
death and was not only buried; but he also suffered in soul
hellish agonies and pains, and that extreme ignominy which
the most extreme torments, and hellish agonies such as all
awaits the ungodly in hell, that we might never descend
the ungodly shall forever endure. The chief, and heaviest part
thither, nor be compelled to suffer the pains and torments,
of the sufferings of Christ is, therefore, correctly placed last,
which all the devils and reprobate will forever suffer in hell;
according to the order in the Creed; for it proceeds from the
but that on the contrary, we might rather ascend with him
pains of the body to those of the soul, and from the sufferings
to heaven, and there with him enjoy the greatest felicity and
which are visible to those that are invisible, as it were from
glory to all eternity. This is the fruit, and benefit of this article
the lighter to the heavier.
of Christ’s descent into hell. rh
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Remaining Patient
In Tribulation
“Rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation;
continuing instant in prayer.” –ROMANS 12:12

I

n the Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 27, we read the following words, “What do you understand by the providence
of God? The almighty, everywhere-present power of God,
whereby, as it were by His hand, He still upholds heaven
and earth with all creatures, and so governs them that herbs
and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat
and drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, indeed,
all things come not by chance, but by His fatherly hand.”
This Biblical teaching gives us a God-centered and Godglorifying perspective on life. It teaches us that the world is
not out of control or operating by fate, luck, or chance, but
that God is directing and controlling every event in this world
-- the good events as well as the evil. Heidelberg Catechism,
Q&A 26, tells us that even the evil that God sends upon
believers in this life He turns to our good. This means that
evil is controlled by the hand of God. Ecclesiastes 7:13-14,
“Consider the work of God; for who can make straight what
He has made crooked? In the day of prosperity be joyful, but
in the day of adversity consider: Surely God has appointed
the one as well as the other.” The word “adversity” is translated
from the Hebrew word “Rah”, which can also be translated
as bad, evil, affliction, calamity, or distress. So, whatever we
see happening in this world we have to say, “This is the work
of the Lord.” No, God does do moral evil, but He certainly
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ordains it or else it simply could not happen. This is a truth
we must understand, believe, and apply every day. According
to our text, it is only when we are patient in adversity that we
can say we have understood and applied this truth in our life.
It is easy to say, “I believe in the providence of God”, it is quite
another to live patiently in adversity.
Our text admonishes us to “be patient in tribulation.” The
word translated “tribulation” means “pressure”, and it refers to
anguish, persecution, tribulation, affliction, or trouble. In other
words, tribulation is a pressure which comes against us. It is
like being under the weight of a heavy object and that is why
tribulation is so painful. There are many forms of tribulation,
but the ones we think of most often are sickness, disease,
cancer, and death. These things threaten our lives and the lives
of our loved one and they exert great pressure upon us which
makes us ache. Many of you have experienced this pressure
in the form of cancer, sickness, and the death of a loved one.
But there are many other types of tribulation such as family
problems, marriage problems, money problems, difficulties at
school or in the church or with a neighbor, and these troubles
put lots of pressure upon us as well. And none of us is free
from troubles. “Man, who is born of woman, is of few days
and full of trouble” ( Job 14:1). Life is filled with tribulation.
“For affliction does not come from the dust, nor does trouble
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spring from the ground; yet man is born to trouble, as the
sparks fly upward” ( Job 5:6-7). Just as sparks fly up from a fire,
man will have troubles, seemingly one problem after another.
Jesus told his disciples in John 16:33 that in this world you
will have tribulation.
Why is life filled with so many problems? The first reason is simple -- sin. Sin is the reason for tribulation. Before
Adam fell into sin there was no sickness, disease, or death
-- no troubles. Tribulation immediately begins after the Fall.
We read in Genesis 3 that the woman’s childbearing will be
filled with pain and sorrow, and the ground is cursed and bears
thorns and thistles as a result of sin. Mankind now sweats in
order to provide food for his family. But believers also have
tribulation because of the hatred of the world. John 15:19-20,
“If you were of the world, the world would love its own. Yet
because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the
world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word
that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If
they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you.” If you are
faithful to Christ’s Word by standing for the truth, then you
will be persecuted by the unbelieving world. The Apostle Paul
wrote in 2 Timothy 3:12,“Yes, and all who desire to live godly
in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.”
There is another reason for our tribulation. God is ultimately the source of all our troubles and difficulties. If we
believe that God rules and controls everything in this world,
then when we get sick or when a loved one dies, we have to say,
“This is the hand of the Lord.” This is what God has brought
to pass. That is Job’s confession; “Shall we indeed accept good
from God, and shall we not accept adversity?” ( Job 2:10). We
also read the words of David in 2 Samuel 16:10-12 when
Shimei began to curse him, “So let him curse, because the
LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’ Who then shall say,
‘Why have you done so?’” And David said to Abishai and all
his servants, “See how my son who came from my own body
seeks my life. How much more now may this Benjamite? Let
him alone and let him curse; for so the LORD has ordered
him. It may be that the LORD will look on my affliction,
and that the LORD will repay me with good for his cursing
this day.” Ultimately God sends all the tribulation that comes
into our lives and He does so for His glory and our good. We
must understand and believe this if we are going to respond
biblically when trouble comes upon us.
According to our text, we are called to be “patient in tribulation.” The word “patient” literally means “to remain, persevere,
or endure.” Beloved, our calling as believers when we suffer
tribulation is to persevere with a calm courage that trusts God.
To be patient in tribulation does not mean inactivity, but as
Romans 12:12 also reads, “rejoicing in hope and continuing
steadfastly in prayer.” Are you going through tribulation? Rejoice in hope, because hope in God never disappoints, and

18 | Reformed Herald 76 / 05

continue steadfast in prayer to God expressing your love, your
need, and thanksgiving to Him. Sadly, to our shame, instead
of prayer and rejoicing, we often become discontent and angry with what God sends us. Discontentment is one of the
Christian’s greatest sins. Discontentment is displayed in our
complaining and murmuring against God and the things He
sends upon us in the troubled life. “Why have you done this
to me?” or “God must not love me, look what He’s doing to my
life!” That is how many Christians talk when tribulation comes
upon them, or even worse, they deny God’s sovereignty and
say He had nothing to do with their trouble. How often have
you complained against God about all the problems in your
life? Believers are not to respond as the world does (Romans
12:2). Our greatest testimony to the unbelieving world should
be that we are patient in tribulation. It is not wrong to lament
to God, but it is wrong to lament about God. Remember Job?
God sent tribulation upon him that most of us will never have
to bear. In one day, he lost 500 oxen, 500 donkeys, 3,000 camels, 7,000 sheep, 7 sons, 3 daughters and many servants, but
Job accepted it patiently without murmuring or complaining.
Job 1:20-21, “Then Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his
head; and he fell to the ground and worshiped. And he said,
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I
return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away;
Blessed be the name of the LORD.” Would you respond this
way to this devastating event? If you were to go home and find
all your blessings from God have been stolen or destroyed
would you fall on your face and worship God or would you
curse Him? Beloved, our calling as the redeemed of Christ is
to patiently bear the tribulation God sends upon us. We are
to conform our will to the will of God and faithfully pray to
the Lord, “Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.” That
is how Jesus responded when he faced the greatest tribulation
of all when He suffered for the sheep of His pasture. He said,
“Father, take this cup from me; nevertheless, not my will but
thy will be done.” If there is no other way to redeem sinners
except by suffering eternal wrath on the cross, then Thy will
be done. Jesus came to do His Father’s will even drinking the
dregs to the bitter end.
What about you? Do you truly pray to the Father,“Thy will
be done”? Would you pray Thy will be done if you knew God’s
will for you included persecution, sickness, cancer, or death?
What would you say to the Lord if He said of you what he said
of the Apostle Paul in Acts 9:16, “I will show him how many
things he must suffer for my name sake!” Would you then say,
“Lord, your will be done?” We confess it every Sunday when we
pray the Lord’s Prayer. Are you genuine, are you sincere, or are
you just going through the motions? Pouting, murmuring, and
complaining about the things God sends upon us in this life is
not being patient in tribulation. Responding by saying,“Father,
Thy will be done” is demonstrating patience in tribulation.

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.“
Beloved, to be patient in tribulation means that we joyfully “knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; and peraccept God’s will while at the same time praying that God severance, character; and character, hope.” We all desire to
would give us the strength to endure for His honor, glory, and grow in patience, which is better translated “endurance”, and
praise! Do you realize how this would change the way we live the very thing God uses to cause us to grow is tribulation. If
in this world? Some of the most blessed responses I have heard we want to be mature Christians, there must be tribulation.
from believers when cancer, sickness, and death has come upon A believer who has not tasted much tribulation in life is an
them is, “This is very hard, but it is God’s will and He will give impatient, spiritually weak Christian.
me strength to endure! It is our calling, not merely to accept
Tribulation also humbles us. Because of remaining sin in
God’s will but to rejoice in God’s will, to love God’s will, which our heart, we are often prideful and think way too highly of
is good, perfect, and acceptable. Yes, it is hard! It is painful! ourselves. Tribulation has a way of cutting us down to our
It is a heartache! Yes, the Christian life is hard! However, our knees and causing us to cry out to God and that is a humbling
Good Shepherd is with us. He will strengthen us through blessing. James 4:4 says that God resists the proud but gives
the dark nights that we must travel and the deep waters that grace to the humble. 1 Peter 5 calls us to be clothed with huwe must cross in this fallen world. He has promised to never mility and tribulation produces humility. Clearly, God uses
leave nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5) so that we can confidently tribulation for His glory and our good.
say, “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of
Suffering tribulation, as Scripture reveals, also brings eterdeath, I will fear no evil; For You are
nal blessings. Those who are patient in
with me; Your rod and Your staff, they
tribulation enter into the joy of the new
comfort me” (Psalm 23:4).
heavens and the new earth. We read in 1
Listen to the words of Habakkuk,
Peter 4:13,“but rejoice to the extent that
Those who are
“Though the fig tree may not blossom,
you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that
nor fruit be on the vines; Though the
when His glory is revealed, you may also
patient in tribulation
labor of the olive may fail, and the fields
be glad with exceeding joy.” Have you
yield no food; though the flock may be
suffered for the cause of Christ? Have
enter into the joy of
cut off from the fold, and there be no
you shared in his tribulation? Then your
the new heavens
herd in the stalls; Yet I will rejoice in
reward is that you shall also share in his
the LORD, I will joy in the God of my
glory, the glory of the new heavens and
and new earth.
salvation” (3:17-18). Would you and I
the new earth. Sometimes we think we
respond like this? If you suffered total
suffer greatly, and I don’t want to minifinancial ruin this year because the crops
mize suffering, some of us have suffered
failed would you still say, “I will rejoice
a lot in our lives, but in comparison to
in the Lord?” Do we really love God, or do we only love the the greatness of the glory that is coming, our suffering is minblessings He gives? It is important for us to be patient in iscule. Romans 8:18,“For I consider that the sufferings of this
tribulation because regardless of what God sends upon us, present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
we deserve far worse! Psalm 103:10, “He hath not dealt with which shall be revealed in us.“ Therefore, beloved in Christ,
us after our sins; nor rewarded us according to our iniquities.” when God sends tribulation upon you do not murmur or
If God would deal with us according to our sins, we would be complain, but receive it patiently by rejoicing in hope and
in hell right now. That is what we deserve -- eternal damna- continuing steadfastly in prayer to God. In this way you will
tion! Remember that the next time you begin to murmur and rest confidently in the promise that God will provide you with
complain about the troubles God sends your way.
all things necessary for body and soul and that whatever evil
We should also be patient in tribulation because many times He sends upon you in this troubled life, He will turn to your
it is through tribulation that God leads us away from sin. good; for He is able to do it, being Almighty God, and willing
Psalm 119:67, 75, “Before I was afflicted I went astray, but also, being a faithful Father. Amen! rh
now I keep Your word.” “I know, O LORD, that Your judgPastor Scott Henry
ments are right, and that in faithfulness You have afflicted me.”
Through tribulation God strengthens our faith and causes
us to grow in grace. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:3,
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Anecdotes From Church History
1. DON’T BUG ME WITH FACTS!
In his book, The New Testament Documents: F.F. Bruce addresses those who reject the idea of an early canon of Scripture, citing German critics F.C. Bauer(1792-1860) and Georg
Hegel (1770-1831), who broached the preposterous hypothesis that the most important books of the New Testament did
not exist before the thirties of the Second Century (that is,
after 130 A.D.)! Once, while Hegel was in class propounding
his revisionist history, one of his students, who well-schooled
in the real facts of N.T. Canon history, protested: “But Herr
Hegel, the facts are otherwise,” to which Hegel countered,
“So much the worse for the facts.”
2. ‘JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH
ALONE’ IS FINGERED
Martin Luther was so zeroed-in on justification by faith alone,
that he inserted the word “alone” in his German translation
of Romans 3:28, which reads: “Therefore we conclude that a
man is justified by faith [alone] apart from the deeds of the
law.” So precious (although infamous to Roman Catholics)
was the word “alone” for Lutherans, that in future printings
of the German Bible the illustrator drew a hand that fingered
Romans 3:28. Consequently, it was customary for a time
for Lutherans when presented with a new Bible to leaf to
Romans 3:28, to assure themselves that the depiction that
earmarked the verse that launched the German Reformation
was still in play.
3. CHARLOTTE BRONTE
CAVES TO CALVINISM.
English novelist Charlotte Bronte (1816-1855) who wrote the
harrowing, but beautiful Christian romance, Jane Eyre, was a
zealous evangelical Christian. Her father was a Methodist curate who was more committed to the doctrines of John Wesley
than John Calvin, and was not reticent about passing his Wes-
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leyan heritage to his children, with Charlotte a most studious
disciple. Still, Charlotte was not entirely unappreciative of
the Reformed doctrines and spoke glowingly of the French
pastor and Reformed scholar Merle D’Aubigne. Marks of
sanctification abounded in her life and writings, as evidenced
by the following notation in a letter where she found herself
owning the Reformed doctrine of man’s total depravity. She
wrote: “...My eyes fill with tears when I contrast the bliss of
such a state [heaven], brightened by hopes of the future, with
the melancholy state I now live in, uncertain that I ever felt
true contrition, wandering in thought and deed, longing for
holiness, which I shall never, never obtain, smitten at times to
the heart with the conviction that ghastly Calvinistic doctrines
are true–darkened, in short, by the very shadows of spiritual
death. If Christian perfection be necessary to salvation, I shall
never be saved; my heart is a hot bed for sinful thoughts, and
when I decide on an action I scarcely remember to look to my
Redeemer for direction...My theory is right; but my practice
horribly wrong.” (The italics are mine.)
4. THE UNDERLYING REASON
FOR OPPOSING GOD’S SOVEREIGNTY
Arthur Pink (1886-1952) wrote The Sovereignty of God, which
was first published in 1918 in the United States and has led
scores of Christians into a greater appreciation of the absolute
sovereignty of God and salvation by grace alone. But when
the book first appeared, only 2,000 copies were printed and
even these were a hard sell. The reason? Its message chaffed
against man’s proud flesh, who worships before the shrine
of free-will and human autonomy, as the unbeliever would
have God anywhere except on his throne. One reader was so
enraged that he declared to Pink: “I would just like to kill you.”
Pink responded: “It is not me you would like to kill but God!”
Later in life, Pink wrote: “The experiences you have met with
since receiving the doctrine of God’s sovereignty have been

identical with my own: I know of no other one truth which
so definitely acts as a flail, to sever the wheat from the chaff.”
5. VAN TIL IS LOVINGLY ROASTED.
Dr. Cornelius Van Til (1895-1987) was one of the most
influential apologists in Church history, even though he at
times had difficulty expressing his ideas, especially since his
writings often critiqued the esoteric works of unbelieving
philosophers and theologians, which he brilliantly analyzed
from a Reformed perspective. At a celebration of Van Til’s
legacy around 1970 at the Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian
Church in Glenside, Pennsylvania, the Rev. Henry Coray led
the chorus of praise, but not without some of his celebrated,
deadpan humor. With Dr. Van Til sitting at his table in front
of the celebrants, Coray introduced him appreciatively and
with a twinkling eye: “The two greatest minds in the 20th
century are Cornelius Van Til and Albert Einstein...(pause),
“except with one difference: Einstein I can understand.” Van
Til was stoical.
6. HUMILITY LEARNED IN THE
SCHOOL OF HARD KNOCKS
As a young man just beginning to sow his wild oats, Benjamin
Franklin (1706-1790) was pastored by Dr. Cotton Mather. In
a letter written to Mather’s son in 1781, Franklin recalled an
incident that showcased Mather’s passion for humility. While
leading Franklin out of his house through a narrow passage,
and talking as they egressed, Mather suddenly commanded,
“Stoop–stoop!” The command did not register until Franklin’s
head collided against an unseen cross-beam. Mather eagerly
crafted a spiritual lesson: “You are young and have the world
before you; stoop as you go through it, and you will miss many
hard thumps.” The lesson was not lost on Franklin who liberally applied it to others.
7. SURPRISED BY RHYME
In Leland Ryken’s book, 40 Favorite Hymns on the Christian
Life: A Closer Look at their Spiritual and Poetical Meaning, Mr.
Ryken informs us that the hymn Holy, Holy, Holy, which is
included in virtually every Protestant hymnbook and what he
himself heartily sung for over seventy years, contains “a single
rhyming sound (the long e) for the entire poem.” He reports
that it was not until the dusk of his life that the genius of the
hymnist’s permeating poetry registered.
8. Atheistic education in American education has been a
plague for decades. Accordingly, in the 1960s apologist Gordon Clark (1902-1985) reported that most public teachers
were either purveyors or collaborators of this godlessness,
and so much so that a story made the rounds about an overwrought teacher who saw several boys positioned on their
knees in a corner on government school property. But when

she came closer she breathed a mighty sigh of relief when she
found that the boys were shooting craps. Initially traumatized
by the scandal of praying children, she breathed much easier.
8. HENRY HARBAUGH’S REFRESHING HUMOR
German Reformed minister Henry Harbaugh, D.D., (18191859), author of the hymns Jesus I Live to Thee and Christ
by Heavenly Hosts Adored, is often dubbed “the poet” of the
Reformed Church. But he was also an upbeat humorist, looking always to accentuate the funny side of things. Once when
visiting the saddler shop in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, an
old friend (Lewis Detrich) let it be known that he wanted to
see Harbaugh. Harbaugh informed the messenger: “Tell the
gentleman that I am now visible.”
On another occasion his friend, the Rev. Samuel Bowman
of St. James Episcopal Church in Lancaster, Pa., was congratulated by Harbaugh about his elevation to Episcopacy.
“Ah,” replied the newly-made bishop, “after all you grant that
there is something in the Episcopal office.”
“Of course I do,” replied Harbaugh.“As an ordained minister
of the Reformed Church I have for many years performed the
rite of Confirmation, and I congratulate you on your elevation
to my own rank.”
Harbaugh was also a much gifted Church historian and was
not prone to bypass a useful anecdote. For example, he told
of the exuberance of a religious book from the 16th century
(probably of Lutheran authorship) which asked a child, “Believest thou firmly that the Reformed hold six hundred and
sixty-errors in common with the Turks?” To which the child
was expected to answer: “Yes, this I believe with my whole
heart.” He was likewise unafraid to report the existence of a
catechetical work authored by a minister who he identifies
as De Wett who asked catechumens: “Are the Papists properly called Catholic?” Answer: “No. They are properly called
Kakolic”–which plays upon the Greek noun for evil (kakos).
9. THE FILTHY RICH CHURCH
Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274) who historians call the “angelical doctor,” was in Pope Innocent IV’s chamber where large
sums of money were being counted. The Pope pointed out:
“You see, the Church is no longer in an age in which she can
say, ‘Silver and gold have I none.’” Aquinas agreed, but with
one caveat: “It is true, holy father, nor can she now say to the
lame man, ‘Rise up and walk.’”
10. PICKING GOD’S COMMANDMENTS
‘CAFETERIA STYLE’
During the Second World War Random House wanted to
publish a book that contained the Ten Commandments for
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the US Military called The Ten Commandments, but the number of pages was too voluminous to be cost efficient. Then it
was suggested that only five of the Ten Commandments be
published and that the volume be re-titled A Treasury of the
World’s Best Commandments.
11. THE REST OF THE STORY?
Neil Armstrong (1930-1992) who is famous for the humanistic saying, “One small step for man; one giant leap for
mankind,” visited Jerusalem where at the Hulda Gate which
leads to the Temple Mount, and inquired whether Jesus had
taken that very path. Assured that the Savior did, Armstrong
chimed: “I have to tell you, I am more excited stepping on these
stones than I was stepping on the moon.”

12. TOTALLY FIXATED ON
PREACHING THE WORD OF GOD
The great Michael Schlatter (1716-1790), the organizer of
the German Reformed churches in the United States, used
to preach at Barren Hill in Pennsylvania where the female
worshippers were accustomed to wear short gowns and neat
aprons. Often, and with his face turned like flint toward Jerusalem, he would hurry up the aisle to preach, then stop
himself and–seemingly oblivious to the world–seize a clean
apron to wipe the dust from his glasses, before he mounted
to the pulpit to read and preach.
Jim West

Sacramento, CA

ChurchNews
Ebenzer confirmation

The confirmation students were examined before
the morning service, and then were confirmed in
the course of that service.
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Ebenezer Reformed Church (Shafter, CA) is very happy
to report that four young people were confirmed on
September 6, 2020: Lauren Spitzer, Jonah Williams,
Moisés Alpuche, and Nathan Williams.

(from the “Valley of Vision” devotional)

Almighty God
I am loved with everlasting love,
clothed in eternal righteousness,
my peace flowing like a river,
my comforts many and large,
my joy and triumph unutterable,
my soul lively with a knowledge of salvation,
my sense of justification unclouded.
I have scarce anything to pray for;
Jesus smiles upon my soul as a ray of heaven
and my supplications are swallowed up in praise.
How sweet is the glorious doctrine of election
when based upon thy Word
and wrought inwardly within the soul.
I bless thee that thou wilt keep the sinner
thou hast loved,
and hast engaged that he will not forsake thee,
else I would never get to heaven.
I wrong the work of grace in my heart
if I deny my new nature and my eternal life.
I f Jesus were not my righteousness
and redemption,
I would sink into nethermost hell
by my misdoings, shortcomings,
unbelief, unlove;

If Jesus were not by the power of his Spirit
my sanctification,
there is no sin I should not commit.
O when shall I have his mind!
when shall I be conformed to his image?
All the good things of life are less than nothing
when compared with his love,
and with one glimpse of thy electing favour.
All the treasures of a million worlds could not
make me richer, happier, more contented,
for his unsearchable riches are mine.
One moment of communion with him,
one view of his grace, is ineffable, inestimable.
But O God, I could not long after thy presence
if I did not know the sweetness of it;
And such I could not know except by thy Spirit
in my heart, nor love thee at all unless thou didst
elect me,
call me,
adopt me,
save me.
I bless thee for the covenant of grace.
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Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities.
For there is no authority except from God,
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.
Therefore whoever resists the authority
resists the ordinance of God,
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.
For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to evil.
Do you want to be unafraid of the authority?
Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same.
For he is God’s minister to you for good.
But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain;
for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath
on him who practices evil.
ROMANS 13:1-4 NKJV
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