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But since we were torn away from you, brothers,
for a short time, in person, not in heart, we endeavored the
more eagerly and with great desire to see you face to face

(I'THESS. 2:17 ESV)
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A New Normal?

Some of us have been around long enough to remember the 1960's when

Bob Dylan released the hit song “The Times They Are A-Changin™ Back

then, the changing’ times were highlighted by the "Peace and Love" genera-
tion protesting against wars and social injustices. But watching the unrest

and violence in the streets in 2020 highlights the yet ongoing need for the

church’s gospel witness that alone is the power of God that can turn hate to

love and unrest to peace. Dylan’s song has relevance in our day; the times

have been a-changin, even for the church, by way of the imposed coronavi-
rus restrictions. The a-changin’ times of our day have been characterized as

a"newnormal”. Social distancing, facemasks, restricted gatherings, essential

vs non-essential businesses. And of most concern for us who anticipate

the Sunday face-to-face gathering of the saints for the worship of our God,
and being equipped for ministry, public worship has been deemed "non-
essential’ by some governing authorities (whereas cannabis dispensaries

and liquor stores have been deemed essentiall) As the authorities "allow”
the phased re-opening of their respective "domains’, there is uncertainty if
the "normal” we were used to will be again be our experience both socially
and economically. Will the directed social distancing and economic shut-
down we've experienced have lasting effects on society’s routines, even

within the church? Will avoidance of risk for the illusion of safety be the

new normal? Will a "nanny” state that regulates every aspect of our lives

be the new normal? To the degree that there is a new normal will it be

just temporary or are the times really a-changin’ irreversibly?

Amid all this (hopefully now) post-coronavirus uncertainty, there is a
sure certainty. Christ's church is permanent. It will absolutely continue in
this present world no matter the circumstances; no matter that the times
are a-changin’ in whatever way they do until history ends with consum-
mate glory for the Church. There ought to be no "new normal” for Christ's
Church since her norm is the unchanging Word of the unchanging God
who established her unchanging norm as to her identity and practice. The
Church is Christ’s since He redeemed her with His precious shed blood to
be His own; we Christians thus call Him “our Lord” (HC #34). Even though
the Church on earth is called to submit to the ordinances of man (I Peter
2:13-14) for the Lord's sake, ordinances that prohibit the gathering of the
church for worship ought not become normative for the church because
of the church’s identity as the "communion of the saints’, as we so confess
via the Apostles’ Creed. This communion is expressed most evidently in
a non-abstract, but concrete reality by the church gathered face-to-face,
assembled as a local manifestation of the One body of Christ. We iden-
tify ourselves as Christ's Church, as the ecclesia, the called-out-of -the
world-ones, by our gathered- together worship. As one reformed minister,
Rev. Jim Fitzgerald recently well put it as published on The Aquila Report:




Thine is the Kingdom and the
power and the glory

"Questions about whether or not the church should
meet publicly are not primarily a matter of the church'’s
relationship to the state, or submission to government,
or the Bill of Rights, or the Constitution of the United
States. As important as these matters are, they really
miss the fundamental question? What does it mean for
the church to be the church? And the church cannot
be the church without the assembly.”

Had we known we would be kept from gathering for
worship, might we have spent a little more time in fel-
lowshipping when we yet could have? Perhaps been
more engaged on a personal level with an encouraging
world, and singing to God and one another with more
passion and more ready to display the unity we have
in Christ Jesus?

So may we, the body of Christ, not allow any new
normal” that would keep us from expressing the com-
munion of the saints in gathered worship as that is
our identity and normative for us. May the temporary
tele-worship make us zealously long for and more fully
appreciate and enjoy the real, normative, communion
of the saints, a forestate of our glorified communion
in heaven.

The church gathered for its normative worship has
beenimaged, [ think helpfully, as a beating heart. Swiss
reformed theologian, Jean-Jacques von Allmen (1917-
1994) writes: “The life of the church pulsates like a heart
by systole and diastole. As the heart is for the animal
body, so [worshiplis for the church a life pump which
sends into circulation and draws it in again, it claims
and sanctifies. It is from the life of worship.... that the
church spreads itself abroad into the world to mingle
with it like leaven in the dough, to give savour like salt,
to irradiate it like light.”

When we in gathered and prayerfully confessing
“Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory”,
and as we sing to God and one another “Praise God
from whom all blessing flow”, we are self-consciously
rejecting the claims of the state's authority over the

church as well the world's claim that in its things we will
find the blessings of satisfaction. In the real communion
of the saints we find the needed encouragement to stir
up one another to good works (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Our identity as the communion of the saints is nor-
mative for us. We note the together fellowship of the
church recorded in Acts 2: They continued stead-
fastly ...in fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and
in prayers.....So continuing daily with one accord
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house...... And Christ's apostle expresses the longing
to see the Thessalonian church face to face having
been taken away, bereaved of, torn away, from their
fellowship for a time (I Thess.2:17). The writer to the
Hebrews expresses the same norm for the church in
his admonishment to stir up love and good works,
not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together
(Heb.10:25).

As we indeed are gathered for the worship of our
covenant God who meets with His people, we show
the world the peace and unity found only within the
body of Christ Jesus and as well our Christian escha-
tological hope for the blessed permanent God —dwell-
ing- in- our- midst rest that is the new heavens and
new earth where there will be no injustice of any kind.
May our gathered worship as Christ's church be the
normative experience that portrays our identity and
equips us as Christ's witnesses to a world that so des-
perately needs Him.

Yes, it was prudent of us to accommodate to the
exigencies the Covid19 brought into our lives. But, no
new normal for the church. Now that we can, let us
be all the more zealous for our gathering together as
the communion of the saints to witness the unity and
peace and love of Christ's body. ih

George Homer
Ridgeland, SC
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Report on the 274th Synod of the RCUS

he 274th Synod of the Reformed Church in the
United States kicked off on Monday, May 18,2020 at
8:00 AM (CDT). Many of the usual features of Synod were
present—sermons and devotions, reports and committee
work, debates and motions with substitutions, amend-
ments, perfections, and requests for rulings by the chair.
Yet even the most familiar of these actions took place in
an unusual way.
Due to the many restrictions and complications of travel

during the coronavirus related lockdowns, this Synod was

LMN (https://www.youtube com/watch?v=Nuvb5G_Ogr4)
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unprecedented in meeting exclusively via video-conference.
In addition, it was a delegated body, with each Classis rep-
resented by three ministers and three elders, as well as the
three officers of Synod’s Executive Committee (27 in all).
Under such circumstances, it was a great encouragement
to begin by hearing a sermon on “The Triumph of God’s
Love” preached by Rev. Dan Schnabel from Romans 8:31-39.
For those who would like to listen, this excellent sermon is
available from the YouTube channel of St. Paul's Evangelical
Reformed Church in Hamburg'. The following day we were



challenged by a stirring devotional about the tremendous
need for the work of soul-winning based on Proverbs 11:30
that was brought by Rev. Gil Baloy.

This Synod elected Rev. Dr. Frank Walker as President;
Rev. Travis Grassmid as Vice-President; Rev. David Fagrey
as Stated Clerk; and Mr. Randy Schroeder as Treasurer. In
addition, Rev. George Horner was elected as editor of the
Reformed Herald.

Our brothers from the Canadian and American Reformed
Churches sent a much-appreciated letter of greeting. After
the Standing Committees met through the use of breakout
video conference room, each one brought a report, and after
some debate most of the recommendations were passed, a few
were defeated, and quite a few were modified or replaced in
some way before final adoption. Overall, the necessary work
of the church was able to continue, and we thank the Lord
for the technological means to conduct essential business.

There was much to miss in having a Synod by this means.
There were no participants from sister denominations. There
was no singing to speak of. Opportunities for fellowship
were greatly curtailed. In the nature of the case, it was not
possible to meet any members of the host congregation.
Many familiar faces and voices were absent. Reports from
the institutions we support were not received. Undoubtedly,
there were times when it seemed not just strange, but also
sad, that this was what our Synod had become. Occasional
technical interruptions were encountered, such as a delegate
who lost power at his home, or temporary issues with a mi-
crophone being muted or echoes resounding on everyone’s
speakers. Rev. Kyle Sorensen and Rev. Kevin Carroll did
tremendous work in helping everything proceed smoothly,
and it was much better than might have been expected from
that technical standpoint.

In addition to these felt deficiencies, the scope of work was
reduced. As a delegated Synod, it was deemed prudent to
handle only matters that were pressing concerns. This leads
me to reflect on the advantages enjoyed in this meeting of
the Synod. Although it was a way of meeting that was forced
upon us rather than freely chosen, it did reveal itself to have
certain upsides.

In terms of speed and dispatch, this was certainly a very
efficient Synod, since it was possible to adjourn shortly after
lunch on Tuesday. In other words, it took only about a day
and a half to complete all items on the agenda. Some of this
was due to a lighter workload, but also the ease of sharing
and editing documents when everyone is on a computer, and
there’s no need to wait for things to be printed. This also
eased the workload of our indefatigable Stated Clerk con-
siderably. Another considerable gain in efficiency was that
having everyone sign on from home cuts down on people not
returning promptly after lunch. Furthermore, since only one

person can intelligibly speak at a time in the online meeting,
there were fewer distractions from side conversations!

The ability to meet without travel also preserved the del-
egates from a certain amount of personal wear and tear that
is otherwise unavoidable. There’s something to be said for
sleeping in your own bed and relying on your own air condi-
tioning! At a cost savings of approximately $40,000, a virtual
Synod definitely has some financial attractions.

That was an important consideration, as the realities of
this fiscal year did impose some limitations on travel budgets
(which impacts missions and ecumenical relations especially).
Two mission works (in Cerritos, CA and Pella, IA) had their
funding requests denied. In both cases, Synod thought that
further evaluation was in order before providing funding,
and the realities of this year put that evaluation out of reach.
Some requests for funding were voluntarily reduced or with-
drawn altogether.

Although seeing a need to tighten belts and reduce the
overall guideline per communicant member, we are thankful
that the Lord faithfully enables His church to pursue the
work He has entrusted to us. The Synod is helping 17 retired
ministers or widows, supporting Hope Haven, providing
assistance to 6 domestic mission works, and continuing the
work of foreign missions through our contacts in Congo,
Kenya, and the Philippines, as well as the work of Reformed
Faith and Life, Westminster Biblical Missions, and Mid-East
Reformed Fellowship. In addition, we continue to support
theological education by contributing to our approved semi-
naries and to students under care.

The Lord'’s blessing was evident in the reception of Grace
Reformed Church of Dickinson, ND as a particularized
congregation of the RCUS, and in the welcoming of a first-
time delegate, Elder Earl Mehlhaff of the Eureka congrega-
tion. The ability to adapt and persevere with Synod in light
of exceptional challenges was also an encouraging testimony
to our God'’s ongoing faithfulness to His undeserving people.
The Abstract of this year’s Synod meeting was dedicated in
loving memory of Rev. Lloyd Gross, who entered into his
eternal reward on December 18, 2019.

With closing exercises of reading from Scripture, recit-
ing the Apostle’s Creed and the Lord’s Prayer, receiving the
benediction, and singing the doxology, the memorable and
unusual 274th Synod of the RCUS was adjourned until
May 17-20, 2021 at Trinity Reformed Church in Sioux
Falls, SD. ih

Ruben Zartman
Shafter, CA
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"The State of the Church

Reformed Church in the United States Synod 2020

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

he last few months have been interesting, to say the

least. A tiny virus — something we cannot see unaided —
has shut down our economy, halted travel and instilled fear
in the hearts of many. It has also affected the church, result-
ing in the suspension of in-person services and a dramatic
increase in live-streamed sermons and Bible studies.

There are, no doubt, differences among us in how to assess
this pandemic. Are the shelter-in-place orders Biblical or
constitutional? Have some of our national and local leaders
overstepped their authority with restrictions that make little
or no sense? Have our magistrates overstated the virus' threat
to scare the citizenry into compliance? Is a mere threat suf-
ficient to cancel the public worship of God? And what will be
the long-term spiritual and economic effects of the pandemic
on our churches? The questions are many and obvious, but
the answers are complex and often elusive.

In times of uncertainty like the present, the one character-
istic of God that ministers comfort and cheer to our hearts is
his faithfulness to his people. He has promised salvation and
life to all who come to him through the Lord Jesus Christ,
and he will never go back on his Word. The psalmist reminds
us of this precious truth: I will sing of the mercies of the LORD

forever: with my mouth will I make known thy faithfulness to
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all generations. For I have said, Mercy shall be built up for ever:
thy faithfulness shalt thou establish in the very heavens. I have
made a covenant with my chosen, I have sworn unto David
my servant, Thy seed will I establish forever, and build up thy
throne to all generations. Selah. And the heavens shall praise
thy wonders, O LORD: thy faithfulness also in the congregation
of the saints. For who in the heaven can be compared unto the
LORD? who among the sons of the mighty can be likened unto
the LORD? (Ps. 89:1-6).

This year’s reports reflect an unflagging trust in the faithful-
ness of our God. They credit him with the work of preserving
and strengthening the ministry of gospel among us.

The Presidents’ Reports
The reports of the Presidents of the four Classes repeat-
edly emphasize God’s faithfulness as he works through
the church to accomplish his mission. The Word of God is
faithfully proclaimed from our pulpits (and online!). The
sacraments are faithfully administered. And church dis-
cipline, which can be and often is extremely painful, has
been faithfully meted out.

We'll begin this year with our westernmost Classis. Pastor
Tracy Gruggett, the President of the WESTERN CLASSIS,

wrote,“Beloved fathers and brothers, our Lord has entrusted



to us this ministry of the gospel. We shall all give an account
of our work before our Lord on the final day.... Having read
the reports of your labors over the past year, in which I see
so many men faithfully working, I cannot help but think
that these labors will be approved on that Day.” Later, he
noted that in the midst of “many frustrations and difficulties

... the reports demonstrate that ministries were attended
to with steady faithfulness and commitment to Word and
Sacrament ministry.”

The ministry of the gospel is alive and well in the West-
ern Classis. All of its congregations, though struggling with
numerous challenges, find comfort and fellowship in the
promises of Scripture. Even the churches currently with-
out pastors (Cerritos, Lancaster and Modesto) enjoy the
refreshing ministry of the Word week after week. And by
God's grace, the retired pastors of Classis continue to remain
active inasmuch as their health allows, blessing the congrega-
tions with their vast knowledge of Scripture and the faith
it proclaims!

The one concern that Pastor Gruggett raised in his re-
port is the decline in Classis’ membership. Although seven
churches reported positive growth, overall there was a loss
of three communicants and seven baptized members. Pas-
tor Gruggett wrote, “These are not significant losses..., but
they continue the negative trend that we have seen for quite
some time. An implication of these losses is that the financial
burden to maintain guidelines falls on fewer members.”

For our next report, we go to the other side of the country.
The President of the COVENANT EAST CLASSIS, Pas-
tor Kyle Sorensen, tells of a Classis whose members prod
one another along with mutual love and encouragement.
Its reports reveal many areas of blessing: new members, the
return of former members, two ministers added to its roll,
a confirmation class in the Arkansas church, increases in
leadership meetings and family visitation, a 33 percent in-
crease in infant baptisms, a successful youth camp and the
diligence of various committees of Classis. We praise the
Lord for these blessings.

At the same time, the Covenant East Classis has also
struggled with some weighty issues. Pastor Sorensen wrote,

“This year saw an increased criticism of the pulpit ministry
of a few of our pastors.” Citing an article by John Stott, he
observed that most seminaries inadequately equip men to
deal with such challenges. Moreover, the Classis also had two
interesting situations to address. One church, after consult-
ing with the Executive Committee according to the policy
adopted at last year’s Synod, voted to amend its constitution
in favor of women voting. Another, after several years of
trying to build up the core congregation in order to plant a
daughter church, came to the conclusion that now is not the
right time. This, according to Pastor Sorensen, “led to great

heartache and loss within the congregation.” The Classis, as
well as the whole denomination, shares its pain and upholds
it before the throne of God’s grace.

As our Classes grow and mature, the Lord sends difhicult
situations to test our understanding, love and resolve. Let
us enter into our trials with an ardent desire for the glory
of God, the unity of his church and the advancement of his
kingdom. In this regard, the Covenant East Classis has given
us an excellent example to follow. In a personal email, Pastor
Sorensen described the outcome of one situation as follows:

“It was a challenging but good time, ended with a season of
prayer during which many of us had tears and you could
hear sobbing from various parts of the room.”

Pastor Paul Henderson, the President of the NORTH-
ERN PLAINS CLASSIS, divided his report into two parts:
a summary of the labor and present condition of each con-
gregation, and an evaluation of where his Classis stands in
relation to the RCUS as a whole.

Pastor Henderson considered each of the parochial reports
in light of the second petition of the Lord’s Prayer — Thy
kingdom come. That is, is the work of the kingdom moving
forward in each congregation? He rejoices that it is. Every-
thing from preaching to evangelism, from youth ministry to
a renewed excitement for the faith, and from an increased
participation in church activities to faithfulness in exercis-
ing discipline shows that the church is doing well in the
northern plains.

The second part of Pastor Henderson’s report raises a dif-
ferent kind of question. He put it like this: “As the debates
over various issues and truths or doctrines, and long-standing
biblical positions are debated, questioned, and perhaps even
overturned, or at least shelved and tabled each year, where
will we stand?... Indeed, how will we respond when many of
theseold fashioned, politically incorrect’ biblical positions or
biblical beliefs, and truths are questioned and or challenged?
He concluded that his Classis will respond according to what
it perceives as its duty and responsibility toward the brethren,
noting that challenges to the ministry are nothing new. Even

9

in the first century, Paul found it necessary to exhort Timothy
to be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim. 2:1). He
further observes that the church of today must also maintain
a faithful gospel witness for the church of tomorrow.

The report of Pastor Travis Grassmid, President of the
SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS, includes a number of
statistics. Officially, his Classis declined by twenty-seven
communicants in 2019, though he believes that this large
number was due mostly to corrections made to last year’s
statistics, which suggests that the actual decline in commu-
nicant membership for the previous year was higher than
reported. On the positive side, the South Central Classis
continues to see God’s blessing in other areas. Thirty-two
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persons were baptized (including two adults) and “the rate of
financial giving has improved significantly. This year shows
an increase of giving in excess of $143,000.”

The parochial reports of the South Central Classis reveal
a flurry of activity. One church completed the construction
of its new auditorium. Two ministers are no longer pastoring
the same congregations they served a year ago, while oth-
ers labored diligently in spite of their own health or health
concerns in their families. Some congregations and/or mis-
sion works of Classis are growing, while others continue to
herald the gospel and trust the Lord to add to their numbers
in his own time.

We can all praise the Lord for the work done throughout
the Classes of the RCUS. His faithfulness is evident at every
point, especially in the church’s concern for the truth as it is
in Jesus. He also brings his work to completion in his own
time. Just a few months ago, the Lord called his servant, the
Rev. Lloyd Gross, home after many years of faithful and
productive service as a minister of the gospel (1958—2019).
May our faithful God and Father continue to comfort his
wife Claire and their children!

Reports of Permanent Committees

Here are a few highlights from some of our permanent
committee reports. Our committees continue to serve faith-
fully in their assigned areas.

The HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE begins with
positive news regarding the progress of mission works in
the RCUS. Two works were organized in 2019: Dickinson,
ND, and Casper, WY. Both churches now have fully func-
tioning Consistories. In Dickinson, the health of Rev. Wes
Brice continues to be a concern, and the church suffered the
difficult blow of losing five families. Yet, it remains optimis-
tic and dedicated to the pursuit of the Great Commission.
Likewise, Christ RCUS of Casper reports thirty confirmed
members and twenty-two covenant children, with an average
weekly attendance between fifty and sixty. This congregation
is seeking a decrease in Synodical support.

Other mission outposts labor on with varying degrees
of growth and opportunity. The Mercy Street Chapel in
Denver began to hold regular Lord’s Day services in 2019
and currently meets at a local YMCA, with an average of
ten to twelve per service and the possibility of more. The
Omaha Reformed Chapel is blessed with a good attitude and
appreciation for its pastor and overseeing Consistory. Not-
ing a fluctuation in members and visitors, Pastor Klynsma

“believes there is an upward trend,” though he would like
to see it improve even more. This work is also asking for a
reduction in support. The Rehoboth congregation of Cer-
ritos, CA, faces a number of challenges: limited finances, the
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loss of members and the need for new leaders. At question is

whether the church can survive more than a year. Because of
this, the Western Classis is asking Synod to make an assess-
ment of its viability. The Valle de Gracia outreach continues

to plug along. Pastor Alpuche labors diligently, though beset

with significant back pain as a result of congenital spondy-
lolisthesis, which will eventually require surgery and a two-
month recuperation. Calvary Reformed Chapel in Stockton

labors under the oversight of the Modesto Consistory. With

one adult member added last year, its current membership

stands at eighteen communicants and twenty-eight baptized

members. This work is constantly striving to be bolder and

more visible in reaching the lost.

The report of the Home Missions Committee also notes
that the Gettysburg Consistory, through the Covenant East
Classis, has requested financial support for Immanuel Re-
formed Fellowship of Pella, IA. Its hope is to reduce Pastor
Muether’s need for outside work so that he can devote more
time to the ministry.

The FOREIGN MINISTRIES COMMITTEE con-
tinues to work through its various subcommittees. In the
Congo, the church has experienced greater peace and stability
following the election and installation of the country’s new
President. However, it appears that the Dutch church may
soon cease providing funds for its Synodical meetings. In
the Philippines, the work of the church continues to move
forward, though beset with various financial needs. The coro-
navirus outbreak has had a particularly profound effect on its
congregations. To help with these matters as well as those of
the Kenyan church, the committee is asking for permission
to inform our churches of property and transportation needs.
We also rejoice that Heidelberg Theological Seminary has
maintained its work in the Philippines and is now training
more than sixty men for the gospel ministry. The reports
from Kenya are also positive. Although Pastor Dennis Roe
was unable to travel there as planned, Elder Jerry DeYoung
went in his place and has submitted a very detailed account
of his labors.

The INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE
continues to maintain contact and develop relationships
with various Reformed bodies nationally and internation-
ally. The face-to-face meetings that take place in conjunction
with NAPARC are especially helpful in keeping each church
abreast of the others activities. An overture from the South
Central Classis asks the Synod to evaluate and reaffirm its
relationship to fraternal churches and ecumenical organiza-
tions every three years.

Reports of Special Committees
Because we will not be dealing with the reports of our



Over and over, we've seen the faithfulness of our God.
May he continue to crown our labors with success
to the honor and glory of his name!

special committees at this meeting, there’s no need to
comment on these reports, except to note the coronavirus
pandemic has underscored the importance of our “fresh
eyes’ committee.

Your servant also received an email from Pastor Robert
Grossmann regarding a blog post titledAn Open Letter to

the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC) Regarding Abuse”

by Jennifer Michelle Greenberg, Although Mrs. Greenberg
did not make any allegations against RCUS officers, she
did include the RCUS among churches she had contacted.

“Some,” she says, “have been kind. Some have minimized or
shrugged their shoulders. Some have informed me that I've
been called a liar. Some have covered up, enabled, or perpetu-
ated abuse.” My concern is not that anyone in the RCUS has
been accused of abusive behavior or covering up the abuses
of others, but that we should be proactive in establishing
guidelines for dealing with abuse cases as they arise. Given
the climate in which we live, I am confident that it’s not a
question of if but when. So, whether this year or next, I be-
lieve that it would be in our best interest to appoint a special
committee to look into this.

Concluding Observations

The statistics for 2019 show a decrease in overall member-
ship of twenty-nine (communicant membership declined
by fifty-six, but the number of unconfirmed members
increased by twenty-seven). The total number of mem-
bers received dropped from two hundred and thirty-five
in 2018 to one hundred and sixty-two in 2019; however,
members lost also declined from two hundred and fifteen
to one hundred and eighty-six. Baptisms remained about
the same: four adults (compared to seven in 2018) and
ninety infants (compared to eighty-eight).

Each year we report our membership and financial statis-
tics to give us a picture of our current trajectory. We should
note that the trend has been negative for some time now.
We've seen a positive growth in total members only three
times in the last fifteen years. During this period of time, we
have lost over six hundred members, mostly communicants.
This alone should drive us to our knees. Keep in mind that
these were people who paid the guidelines that support our
home missions, foreign ministries and retired pastors.

The report of changes also notes that two churches were
closed. The church in Grass Valley closed in April of last
year, and the Hosmer church closed this year.

Last year, the clerk reported that the total receipts of RCUS
congregations had increased by almost $270,000.00, boost-
ing giving to Synodical Guidelines by almost $47,000.00.
This year’s financial statistics show a decrease in congrega-
tional giving of a little more than $32,000 and a correspond-
ing decrease in giving to Synod from $243 per communicant
to $235. Reported expenses were also down by approxi-
mately $188,000.00. In line with this, the Treasurer’s Report
shows a lower operating balance than last year. Of special
importance is the $40,000.00 projected deficit for the min-
isterial relief fund.

For the coming year, I am not sure what to expect regard-
ing finances, though, as I said eatlier, we can and should take
great comfort in the faithfulness of our God. The corona-
virus shutdown has had a significant effect on our national
economy, the full measure of which may not be known for
several months. As stewards of God’s gifts, our Permanent
Finance Committee wisely counseled us to be prepared next
year for a“minimum of 30% decrease in allocation.” Hopefully,
this won't be necessary, but if it is, this year’s Synod needs
to start laying the foundation for it. Therefore, I encourage
each of our committees to look at all proposed expenditures
with the possibility of having to make deep cuts next year,
if not sooner.

Once again, I thank you for the honor of serving you and
our Lord in this role. The last few months have been espe-
cially challenging as we've all had to wade through new wa-
ters, and your encouragements have been greatly appreciated.
Over and over, we've seen the faithfulness of our God. May
he continue to crown our labors with success to the honor
and glory of his name! th

Respectfully submitted,

Tk W hther

Frank Walker
President
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The Emotional Life

Of Jesus LUKE 7:11-17

€« hen the Lord saw her, He had compassion on
her and said to her,

‘Don't cry.” (Luke 7:13)

A number of years ago, when having a conversation with
one of my nerdy scholarly friends, I was asked what I was
up to and researching. My reply was “The emotional life of
Jesus.” His facial expression and emotional attitude exhibited
abid of disdain. I said,“Jesus wept.” That ended that part of
the dialogue.

When it comes to discussing emotions and God there
seems to be a holding back. Yet, The Sacred Text talks about
the grieving and joy of the Holy Spirit, the love and anger of
the Father and the compassion and deep groaning of Jesus.

One of my joyful tasks as a Pastor was teaching“The Life
of Christ” to young Christians at Mitchell Christian High
School. My young wards were not only to understand that
the Bible was historically trustworthy and accurate, but also,
to know that Jesus was a real boy. They were to understand
that Jesus was once a baby, a young boy, a teenager and a
mature man who loved and had compassion in real time and
space. He was not a fictitious character that lived a longlong
time ago in a galaxy far far away. The Lord Jesus is a personal
Savior Who cares about His followers. Jesus is a Person that
did live on earth over 2000 years ago in a country that, in
many ways, is alien to us here in the United States in 2020.
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For the next several Reformed Heralds I want (God will-
ing) to take my readers on a journey and navigate through
the emotional life of the Lord Jesus.

The Compassion of Jesus

The Bible depicts Jesus as having a variety of emotions.
John Calvin, our spiritual father, said, in commenting on
Matthew 26:37,“those who imagine that the Son of God
was exempt from human emotions, do not truly and seri-
ously acknowledge him to be a man.” The emotion most
frequently mentioned by the writers of the New Testament
is “compassion.” The ministry of Jesus is summed up by
the Apostle Peter as Jesus walking about ancient Palestine
“doing good.” (Acts 11:38) Let us look together at two
examples of the ministry of mercy and care as Jesus exhibits
compassion. He understands, pities and relieves folks of
their miseries and sorrows. Even now He really does care
about you and me.

The Physician Luke tells us to“behold” - to “look.”“Look”
at the compassion of Jesus toward the widow of Nain. (Luke
7:11-17) The writer of the third gospel wants us to fix our
special attention in the Lord’s concern for a grieving woman.
In fact all of the four Gospel writers, on at least seven occa-
sions, mentions Jesus’' down deep innermost self and verbal
groaning with pity and internal sorrow for the suffering of



In fact all of the four Gospel writers, on at least seven occasions,
mention Jesus' deep down innermost self and verbal groaning with
pity and internal sorrow for suffering folk. He has a deep awareness

of suffering with a want to relieve it.

folks. He has a deep awareness of suffering with a want to
relieve it. (vs. 13) Luke wants us to know the One who “bore
our sorrows” as He grieves for mankind, even to the point of
weeping at the tomb of His friend Lazarus. Jesus is a man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. (Isaiah 53:3-4)

Our text also tells us to“behold” Jesus as the resurrection
and the life. Jesus, the Lord of life and breath, holds the key
to Hades and death. (Revelation 1:18)

To me the poignant part of Jesus’ compassion is when He
says to the grief stricken widow “Don’t cry”” He is deeply
moved with grief. The Lord is touched by her sorrow and
situation. She is now a window that is a widow indeed. She
will now be destitute and will have to rely on the Synagogue
and Elders of Israel for her basic needs. So His heart goes
out to her deep distress. The Christ is always pictured as
concerned about sin, sorrow and bereavement. He has taken
our infirmaries on Himself. (Isaiah 53:3-4; Matthew 6:16-
17) Jesus  compassion is always effective.” Young man. I say
to you arise.” Then what happened?“So he who was dead
sat up and began to speak. And He presented him to his
mother.” (Luke 7:14-15) Joy unspeakable. Sorrow turned
to happiness.

Now “look” at the reaction of the crowd of followers and
those in the funeral procession.

(Luke 7:16-17) The Gospels often picture the crowds that
surrounded Jesus  ministry (John 6:66) People wanted to
be near Him and hear Him. His message about the King-
dom was‘different.” His instruction was not like the Rabbi’s
teaching. He knew what He was talking about, and that with
authority. (Matthew 7:28-29) Jesus’ love and compassion
drew them. (That is what always draws me to study and
contemplate the Gospels above all the other parts of the Sa-
cred Text.) The crowds would bring their sick, handicapped,
blind, lame and demon possessed to Him. We can see Jesus’
earnestness and sympathy as He heals and comforts those
that are brought to Him. The Lord is, “teaching the gospel of
the Kingdom and healing every sickness and disease among
the people.” (Luke 4:12; 5:26; 6:17-19; 9:37; 14:25) On
one occasion, while the Lord was ministering to a crowd,
He looked upon them with compassion because “they were
weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.” (Mat-

thew 9:35fF) Jesus saw troubled people with no peace and
no direction in their lives. They were folks that did not know
where to turn. There wasn't anyone to guide them properly
on what to do for help. The Lord sees a people abandoned
and neglected by the clergy of their day. They were victims of
the Pharisees’and Sadducee’ teachings. Those bad shepherds
were telling the people to find salvation by keeping the Law.
In Jesus they can now find rest for their souls. (Matthew
11:28-29) There are clergy in our day, especially among the
left wing liberal kind, that confuse people in believing in“be
good and you will go to heaven” without the Christ. Jesus is
only a saga story for children. They are popular preachers
peddling psychological pep pills for pale and puny people.

Now “Look” at the followers fearing, glorifying God and
giving witness to the ministry of the Lord. They realize that
God is looking after them. They are awestruck and aston-
ished. They talk about the gracious help of the Messiah.
(Luke 1:68,78; James 1:27)

How do we “look” at our funerals? Does our sorrow turn
to joy?

Now, it is AOK to cry at the death of a loved one or a
friend. Jesus wept at the tomb of his friend Lazarus. He did
not want the Nain widow not to show her grief. The Lord
was now there with her. Her sorrow would turn to joy at
the resurrection of her only son. Christian attending funer-
als of believers have the hope of Heidelberg Catechism #
57.1 really like the prayer from the RCUS's “Directory of
Worship — VI. Burial of the Dead” which reads in part,”.we
acknowledge Your sovereign will and infinite compassion.
Be pleased, therefore, to look upon our sorrow and for the
sake of Your dear Son, enable us to hear Your holy Word,
so that through patience and comfort of the Scriptures we
may have hope through Jesus Christ Who bore our sins...
Who rose from the dead and is exhaled to Your right hand,
Amen! This is the way Christians look at death — through
the compassion of Jesus Christ. ih

Howard Hart
Mitchell, SD
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35% Annual

Western Classis Meeting —

President’s Report

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren,

he Lord gives to His church ministers and elders,

calling them to protect and transmit the authoritative
deposit first delivered to the apostles (1 Cor. 15:1-6). Christ
requires that this deposit of true doctrine be entrusted to
faithful men who are also able to teach others (2 Tim. 2:2).
With Timothy they are to guard what was committed to
their trust (1 Tim. 6:20); and to teach it as thoroughly
equipped men of God (2 Tim. 3:16-17). They will give an
account for their stewardship by being examined accord-
ing to stricter standards (Jas. 3:1). God has not given this
sacred trust to all believers, but to a few faithful men of
the church, whose lives are significantly changed by virtue
of this trust. Beloved fathers and brothers, our Lord has
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entrusted to us this ministry of the gospel. We shall all give
an account of our work before our Lord on the final day;
and then, after our works have been tested in the refining
fires of Christ’s gracious judgment, we shall know what
kind work our labors will have been. His judgment is not
only pure, but purifying. Having read the reports of your
labors over the past year, in which I see so many men faith-
fully working, I cannot help but think that these labors will
be approved on that Day. They are not seen by the world or
by much of the church, but they are seen by Him.

Ministers and Elders
All ministers or elders gave on account of their labors. In
some instances, circumstances made things more difficult



than is normal. Rev. Sam Powell relates the above-normal
strain in ministry due in part to the “harrowing” sickness of
his daughter, Margaret. Dr. Frank Walker reports of being
overwhelmed by his workload, resulting in his cutting back
some of his teaching load at City Seminary. In the latter half
of the year, Rev. Valentine Alpuche was hampered by severe
back pain, which he continues to experience. The elders in
Cerritos labor faithfully on behalf of their congregation.
They are faced with many tough decisions and have sought
the counsel of Classis.

I highlight only a few of the difficulties that some of our
ministers and elders face. To be sure, we all experience many
frustrations and difficulties throughout the year. But through
it all, the men see to it that the job is done. In fact, for most of
the ministers and elders, the reports demonstrate that minis-
tries were attended to with steady faithfulness and commit-
ment to Word and Sacrament ministry. Typical of the reports
would be that of Rev. Gary Mancilas who relates the number
of times he preached (49) and what books he preached from,
as well as his keeping of church records, his teaching the men’s
Bible studies, overseeing the adult Sunday, preparing the youth
for conformation and much more. As I say such accounts were
typical of the reports. Again Rev. Ruben Zartman remarks
that he preached on 78 occasions. He also conducted Bible
studies, Sunday school classes, membership and confirmation
classes, and engaged in many other ministry related activities.
I am glad to say that these were typical of all the reports. In
addition to his regular labors, Rev. Gil Baloy, spent a month
in the Philippines working with students for ministry in that
country’s budding reformed churches. Also, operating as chair-
man of the Kenya subcommittee of the RCUS Foreign Mis-
sions Committee, Rev Thomas Mayville went to Kenya and
served the churches there for three weeks.

We are thankful for the retired ministers who are still will-
ing and able to serve the church. Rev. Paul Treick helps at
Trinity Reformed Church. Though not able to preach, he
has served in other ways including that of administering the
Lord’s Supper. Rev. Vern Pollema assisted three churches:
Bakersfield, Lancaster, and Cerritos. Rev. Neal Riffert helped
in the Lancaster congregation. One of the highlights of his
past year was going to Newton, Wisconsin, where he, Rev. Paul
Treick, and Rev. Herman Van Stedum were honored by the
congregation of Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church. In 1970
these three men were all examined on the same day at a special
meeting of Classis held at this congregation. We are thankful
to the Lord for these servants, for their willingness to serve,
and ability to do so. Rev. Jim West and Rev. Gene Sawtelle
also helped in their respective congregations.

I am thankful to the Lord that he has given to His church

men conscientious to do the work He has called them to do.

Congregations
As to the congregations, I will give a few general observations
and single out some highlights.

In every charge the Word of God was preached and taught
according to the program set out by each congregation. Even
the three churches without pastors received the official minis-
try of the Word and Sacraments. This is the strongest indica-
tion of the Lord’s grace among us. In every church there was
a good and solid emphasis on instruction of both adults and
of the youth. God’s people were fed. Where needed, church
discipline was carried out. Every congregation demonstrated
a concern to grow spiritually and to reach the lost with the
gospel. Almost all the reports reflect growth in love and fel-
lowship.

In October, Ebenezer Reformed Church in Shafter cel-
ebrated its 100th year anniversary. The celebration extended to
parts of three days. As part of the ceremonies the congregation
held a conference which included several guest speakers. Grace
Reformed Church of Bakersfield is remodeling the interior of
the church. The church now meets in the fellowship hall for
worship during the construction phase. This project is due to
be completed this Summer. The Chico congregation will soon
be confirming six catechumens. One family was added to the
membership of Valle De Gracia. In addition, Rev. Alpuche has
begun an elder course with one of its members. Rev. Powell
reports that the church in Yuba City is doing well. He writes,
however, that “2019 has been particularly difficult. [with a]
Heart-wrenching divorce, families moving away, and illness
upon illness.” Trinity Reformed Church of Modesto continues
to receive the ministry of student, Mr. Tim Curtis. According
to Elder Derek Reis, the church is doing well spiritually. The
congregation engages in worship, Bible studies, book discus-
sions, and other forms of ministry. Fellowship is strong and
sweet; there is a family closeness felt by everyone.

The brethren of Grace Reformed Church, Lancaster, reports
that the church carries on its ordinary ministry. The Word
and Sacraments were administered. The elders are faithful,
and church discipline, though painful, is being carried out.
Retired ministers continue to step in and help. Due to a fi-
nancial setback, the elders have shifted their focus to finding
a man who will help support himself by working outside the
church. Time will tell if they will be able to find someone. Our
hope and prayer are that the Lord will lead these brothers to
finding such a man.

The brethren of Rehoboth Reformed Church continued to
live and labor without a pastor. This puts a large strain upon
the two elders. The two largest needs before the congregation
concern acquiring a new pastor and whether they will have
faithful men assume the offices of the church once the cur-
rent officers step down. Both matters are undecided, and the
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The deposit is being protected and transmitted by faithful men. May

the Lord who dwells in unapproachable light pour His Spirit and

gifts upon us in the year to come.

prospects for new men to become elders or deacons is slim.
However, the prospect of calling a minister is a possibility.
g %

Finances

In terms of numerical gains or losses, of the thirteen
churches in Classis, seven reported growth in communi-
cate members. Two churches remained at the same number.
Four churches sustained losses. While I am glad to see these
increases, I am concerned that the gains were o minimal.
In terms of the aggregate, the numbers are down from last
year, Communicate members decreased from 560 to 557;
baptized membership dropped from 748 to 741. These
are not significant losses compared to the totals of last
year, but they continue the negative trend that we have
seen for quite some time. An implication of these losses is
that the financial burden to maintain guidelines falls on
fewer members. One happy exception to this trend is the
growth of Covenant Reformed Church of Sacramento.
They added new members as well as average of 30 visitors
each Sunday. Dr. Walker reports that the nursery is burst-
ing at the seams.

Classis Treasurer, Deacon Nathan Schlegel, continues the
tradition of tell-it-like-is reporting. He reports that eight
of thirteen churches sent in all guideline amounts, which
reasonably may be the largest number that we can expect.
Nevertheless, we ended the year in the red, a deficit of about
$1700.00. During the year, some of the funds were in deficit
status, so monies had to be drawn from the Home Missions
Building Fund. He researched ways that we could invest
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some of the monies of the building fund and has proposed
that we put a large portion into a money market account
through Raymond James. He suggests that 10% of the earned
interest be paid back to the building fund with the rest dis-
tributed across the remaining funds. It should be noted that
Home Missions Committee recommends something similar.
The same committee proposed that this fund be renamed
and repurposed for mission-oriented needs beyond that of
financing buildings. This is an important matter, and we need
to think it through very carefully.

Finally, I want to remind you to meet the Classis deadlines
for permanent reports. Late reports put an unnecessary strain
on the stated clerk. For instance, he enters the numbers for
the statistics report manually. When reports come in late, he
cannot complete the work he needs to do in a timely fash-
ion. This year, particularly, many parochial and permanent
committee reports came in late. Let’s do a better job next
year. Let us carry out our Classis duties with skill and love
for the brothers.

Fathers and brothers, while there are some discouraging
realities, there are even more things to be encouraged about!
The faithful ministries detailed in the reports demonstrate
that Lord is indeed blessing the churches of the Western
Classis. The deposit is being protected and transmitted by
faithful men. May the Lord who dwells in unapproachable
light pour His Spirit and gifts upon us in the year to come. ih

Tracy Gruggett
Bakersfiled, CA



Report of the 35th Annual Meeting of the Covenant East Classis

of the Reformed Church in the United States

Hosted by Covenant Reformed Church, Gettysburg, PA

March 2-4, 2020

“Longing 'To See 'The Unity
That Only God Gives...”

Indeed, no more appropriate words could have been
used to set the tone for the 2020 annual meeting of
the Covenant East Classis as delegates gathered both for
worship and to do the business of the Church. And such
were the words of Rev. Kyle Sorensen as he began Tuesday’s
gathering with a devotion on Psalm 133. And indeed, in
a world so filled with false religion that apes the church
and irreligion that mocks the Truth on which we stand, it
is good to be united by God in gatherings such as these
while we labor in building the Kingdom of God until our
Lord comes and makes it full.

With great excitement, Covenant East Classis was hosted
by Covenant Reformed Church in Gettysburg; the first time
that the Classis has been able to meet in this city where so
much of our country’s and our denomination’s history has
transpired. German Reformed immigrants settled in the city
as early as 1790 and the first “Union Church” was founded in
1812. Sadly, like so many other churches in our denomina-
tion, this first church went down the road of becoming part
of the E&R denomination and is now in the UCC. It is with
great joy that we see the work that is being done on behalf
of Covenant Reformed Church to reestablish the Biblical
witness of the Reformed faith in this area.

Though formal meetings began on Tuesday morning, we
gathered for fellowship on Monday night where Rev. Richard
Stetler shared with us some of the fruits of his evangelistic
work along with the resources he offers through Reforma-

tion Gospel Ministries (www.reformationgospelministries.
org). These include several tracts that can be provided as the
RGM Annual Conference on Creationism held at the end
of March. Please see his website for more details.

As noted, Tuesday morning began with devotions led by
Rev. Sorensen and the corporate singing of the old Rob-
ert Grant hymn, “O Worship the King,” based on William
Kethe's paraphrase of Psalm 104 from the Anglo-Genevan
Psalter. The promise found in verse 4 truly resonated within
this time of informal worship: “Frail children of dust, and
feeble as frail, in You do we trust, nor find You to fail.” With-
out a doubt, our God has not abandoned us to failure as a
church during the time and age in which we live.

A roll call was taken and a quorum was declared and the
bar was established. The offices of President, Vice-President,
and Clerk were voted upon and it was agreed by the del-
egates that Rev. Sorensen should continue as the President
of Classis, Rev. Christopher Campbell should continue as
Vice-President, and that Rev. Steve Carr should continue
as Clerk. The office of Treasurer will remain in transition
as a new treasurer for the Classis can be found and then
appropriately elected.

With officers elected, the agenda was adopted and our
fraternal delegates were welcomed and seated within the bar.
These delegates included Rev. Leo Frailey of the Ohio Pres-
bytery of the OPC and Rev. Robert Godfrey of the Eastern
Classis of the URCNA. We also were pleased to welcome
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an independent pastor, Rev. Howard Sloan, who is explor-
ing what it might take to enter the RCUS as a minister. Rev.
Stetler was also welcomed as a new minister of the Covenant
East Classis.

The largest portion of day of our gathering as a Classis is
given to the reading of Parochial reports. If I might edito-
rialize for a moment as one who was formerly ordained as
a minister of another Reformed denomination, it is truly a
blessed thing to see the care that pastors have shown toward
one another within this time of reporting. It was a joy to
celebrate with those brothers who are experiencing times of
exciting growth within their congregations and to pray that
God would continue to bless said growth as they labor in
the fields our Lord has set before them. It was also a time to
grieve and even weep together over times of sadness that has
settled into other congregations and again, to pray for God’s
mercies and grace in each of these cases. Especially in the case
of these heartaches, it is not the place of this reporter to tell
their stories, they are theirs to tell, but friends and brothers,
please covenant with us in prayer as we seek to glorify the God
of Heaven and Earth. To borrow the words of that ancient
saint, Job, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away; blessed
be the name of the Lord.”

From the committee work came a phrase that stuck with
the churches across the Classis meeting — that of a“Four
Hour Backyard.” Given the geographic size of the Covenant
East Classis, Rev. Muether of the Inter-Church Relations
Committee pointed out, it may take some travel for us to
reach out to and attend meetings of our fraternal relations.
With that being said, we were all encouraged to expand our
notions of a“backyard” so that we can encourage these other
denominations with our presence as they have encouraged
us with theirs.

As the government of the church is multifaceted, stated
committees did due diligence to work through the business at
hand and compliment the work of the permanent committees.
We gave praise to God that these meetings proved fruitful and
that there was adequate time to discuss mission works of the
Classis, what our fraternal denominations are at work doing,
and the work of our Classis Church Camp. Rev. Sorensen also
provided the President’s State of the Church Report, both
encouraging and challenging us to press forward with the
Gospel in these trying times. The Elders too, took the floor to
speak to the faithfulness of their churches in meeting Classis
apportionments and of their pastors in preaching the Gospel.

We are pleased that God has provisioned us so that we can
support various church planting works within the Classis and
look forward to planting more Reformed churches in areas
where the Reformed witness was once vibrant and vigorous.
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At the same time, it comes with great sorrow that the mis-
sion work in Minneapolis has not met its original target and
has thus been disbanded. It is our decided hope and it is our
prayer that other opportunities for the Gospel will become
apparent in that part of our Classis and we wish Rev. Tim
Marinelli well as he embarks on a new season of his ministry.
The Classis has begun taking steps to improve our missions
policies and strategic plans in the hopes of strengthening
mission works.

We are pleased to report that we have a seminary student
under care, Mr. Ryan Anderson, who is attending classes,
beginning at Mid-America seminary and also partly at Hei-
delberg Seminary (where he is currently enrolled). We pray
for the success of his studies and the labors that God will
engage him in as he completes his preparation for ministry.
We also pray for many more workers to enter the field and
build Christ’s Kingdom.

In a disappointing turn of events, the Elders of St. John's
Church in Rochester, PA, the independent congregation
served by Rev. Win Groseclose, asked him for his resigna-
tion. It is the belief of the Elders to direct the church in a more
“broadly evangelical and less Reformed” direction. Not being
able to lead the congregation in that manner, Rev. Groseclose
submitted to his Elder’s request and agreed to step down at
the end of April. At the same time, there were several families
at St. John's who did not agree with the Elder’s decision, and
needing a shepherd, Rev. Groseclose has gathered them to
form a Reformed church in their community in the hopes of
bringing them under the auspices of the RCUS in due time.
We pray that the RCUS would continue to grow in the State
of Pennsylvania where it originally began.

The Classis praises God that her finances are in good order
and expenses that were due are paid and up to date. The Clas-
sis is still in need of a new Treasurer as Elder Jim Drewes is
moving away from the area into a new season of his own life.
The Classis Guidelines for the following fiscal year were set
at $60 per communicant member.

While we are grateful to be able to worship and fellowship
together as well as doing the business of the church, we are
also grateful to be part of a larger body within the RCUS and
we give God thanks and praise for you and always remember
you in our prayers. Please remember us that we may speak
boldly as we ought, live graciously as we have been shown
grace, and never compromise those things that God has set

forth in his Word. th

Rev. Win Groseclose
Butler, PA



The Virtual Meeting of

South Central Classis

March 24 2020

ue to restrictions from the Corona Virus (COVID-

19) South Central Classis was not able to hold its
meeting in person in Lincoln, NE as planned. Instead, it
was decided to hold our meeting virtually using the Zoom
Meeting software with the assistance Heidelberg Theologi-
cal Seminary in Sioux Falls, SD.

Our meeting began on Monday, March 23 at 1:00 PM
CDT with a sermon by President Travis Grassmid on
Psalm 48:1-3,

Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of
our God, in His holy mountain. Beautiful in elevation,
the joy of the whole earth, is Mount Zion on the sides of
the north, the city of the great King. God is in her palaces;
He is known as ber refuge.

Through these verses and the rest of Psalm 48, we were
reminded that in these trying time the LORD still reigns
from his throne in heaven. God will be feared and worshiped.
He will be Zion, that is, His people and will provide for
their protection.

After this opening roll call was taken and it was determined
that we had a quorum present and could officially begin our
meeting. We utilized the chatting feature of Zoom to both
nominate and elect our officers. Travis Grassmid was re-
elected President, Matthew Powell Vice-President, Kevin
Carroll our new Stated Clerk, and Scott Velgersdyk, Classis
Treasurer.

Following this, I was appointed Reformed Herald Re-
porter and we adopted the agenda, services, and order of
the Day. We recognized the particularization of Christ
Reformed Church in Casper, WY as their motion to or-
ganize was granted at last year’s stated meeting. A prayer
of thanksgiving was offered. We also received our Standing
Committee assignments and the assigned overtures emailed
to the respective committees.

We then began the consideration of the various reports
submitted to the body: President’s, Stated Clerk, Executive

Committee, and that of the Treasurer. At this point in the
meeting and later on, we considered the Parochial Reports
of the pastors and congregations without pastors. As these
had been distributed ahead of time, each verbal report was
summarized by answering two questions: What was your
greatest blessing over the last year and what was your greatest
struggle? Each time after 3 or 4 reports prayers were offered
for the specific pastors and congregations.

On Monday evening the standing committees were able
to meet virtually in separate chat rooms. These meetings
and end of session table prayers were a little bit off when
in actuality we would be eating with our families and then
sleeping in our own beds.

The next day’s session began with a devotion reading of
Luke 9:18-36, 51-56 by this reporter. The focus was on Luke
9:51-52a “Now it came to pass, when the time had come for
Him to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go
to Jerusalem, and sent messengers before His face.” This verse
shows the resolution of Christ to fulfill the work given to
him by the Father. He would complete this journey for us, his
people. The time of this was shortly after His transfiguration,
“when the time had come.” His destination was Jerusalem,
but an earlier verse Moses and Elijah had spoken to him of
his decease which was to take place in Jerusalem (vs. 21).
He was heading to the cross, but more than this, a destina-
tion beyond the cross. Look at the first phrase of verse 51,
“When the time had come for him to be received up.” The
idea is that he would return to the Father’s right hand. He
was received up when he ascended into heaven. And lastly,
we noticed the earnestness or the resolve of this journey: He
set his face“steadfastly” to this task. He wouldn't turn aside to
the left or the right, nothing would hinder Him. He would
accomplish what he set out to do. The same is true today.
Our comfort rests in the One who has gone before. Christ is
the Author and Finisher of our faith. We should remember
the world in which we live is not the world that will be. We
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wait and look for the world that is yet to come. One where
God will wipe away every tear, where there will be no more
sorrow, sickness or death.

We then undertook the reports and recommendations
of the standing committees. I'm not sure how much detail
to get into, but most of what we dealt with was the regular
items that would be forwarded to the synod. One overture
of general interest was a recommended change to Constitu-
tion Article 79. The recommendation was made to bring it
in line with the current practice of most of our Classes, to
allow the Classis to hold the worship service in the evening
and possibly begin its work earlier in the afternoon.

We noted that pastor J.P. Mosley, Jr. resigned his charge
in Colorado Springs, Co that he might accept the call to
become a professor at Heidelberg Theological Seminary.
Pastor Mosley was excused from the Classis meeting as his
wife was approaching her due date for their next baby (who
was since been born).

South Central Classis

President’'s Report
March 23, 2020

Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

May the Lord answer you in the day of trouble; May the
name of the God of Jacob defend you; May He send you
help from the sanctuary, and strengthen you out of Zion.
(Psalm 20:1-2)

In the Lord’s providence, I am writing this report just a
few days before Classis is scheduled to convene. I had good
intentions of having this written up weeks ago, but alas here
we are, and everything has changed from just last week! At
the beginning of the month my mind would likely have
fallen upon a Scripture text which deals with the regular
working of the church of our Lord. Today, our mind is set
upon praising God as He cares for His people in extraor-
dinary circumstances. The Psalmist’s prayer is our prayer.
The Psalmist’s confidence is our confidence. We trust not in
horses, nor in modern medicine; our ultimate confidence is
set upon Jehovah who has created, provided for, redeemed,
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Classis continued and concluded its work around 6:30 PM
CDT. The virtual nature of our meeting complicated these
exercises as the microphones of online participants were
muted so that the online time lag would not complicate the
matter. Our meeting was then concluded with a devotion
from Elder Robert Davis an elder of St. John's in Lincoln lead
closing devotions by reading part of Luke 24, Jesus visits with
and the two disciples on the road to Emmaus.

South Central Classis of the RCUS stands adjourned
until the next stated meeting at Zion Reformed Church in
Menno, SD. ih

Randall Klynsma
Omaha, NE

and shall fully glorify His church. Where the world falls in
confusion, the church is strengthened to stand and point to

the God who provides!

The planning for this Classis meeting has been an adven-
ture, yet here also the Lord has provided the perfect path
forward. We recognize of course the atypical nature of a
strictly internet convened Classis meeting, and we recognize
that certain elements will be a challenge, yet we trust as we
strive to convene business in a God-glorifying manner, so
also God will bless our feeble labors. We thank you all for
pulling together, and working towards a healthy solution.

Our statistics report shows an overall decrease of twenty-
seven members; that said I have reason to believe that most
of those numbers are artificial and the result of incorrect
numbers being submitted last year. We probably have a real
decline of about ten members, and the rest are the result
of correcting faulty statistics of past years. I conclude this



because the congregation showing the most drastic rate of
erasure is the same congregation bringing a request for a bet-
ter way to amend previous errors. This is certainly a concern
which should have a uniform answer by which we all abide.

Last year the South-Central Classis showed an increase of
five baptisms over the previous year; this year that number is
trimmed by two. The past year has brought the blessing of
thirty-two baptisms, thirty of which were infant baptisms.
We continue to praise God for His covenant faithfulness.
We pray not only for babies to be born, but that our cov-
enant children would continue to walk with the Lord and

His church.

Although total membership is down very slightly, the rate
of financial giving has improved significantly. This year shows
an increase of giving in excess of $143,000. It is encouraging
to see the people of God being faithful in their giving to the
work of the Lord. I do not want to be a naysayer, but given
the enormous decline in the stock market, the closing of so
many businesses and the uncertainty of how long all this will
last, I believe that we should strive for reducing our budget
as much as we realistically can. The work of the church must
go on, but we should proceed with the expectation 2020 will
most likely bring far less giving, and far greater diaconal needs
for the churches.

Last year Rev. McGee's parochial report noted that Trin-
ity, Sioux Falls, SD was planning the construction of a new
sanctuary; this year we note that the sanctuary is complete,
has been dedicated, and the congregation has invited Synod
to utilize this blessing for the meeting of Synod 2020. We re-
joice with Trinity as they enjoy this provision from the Lord.

Rev. Joe Vusich and family moved to the Rock Springs,
WY charge in November, following the retirement of Rev.
George Horner. Rev. Vusich has hit the ground running by
preaching through Matthew; he notes that “the ministry of
the Word has been gratefully received by the congregation.”

Rev. Vusich’s move has left the Emmanuel Reformed
Church in Sutton, NE vacant. The pulpit has been regularly
filled, and they look forward with anticipation to calling the
man whom the Lord has already ordained to minister to
them. Their report concludes with these encouraging words;
“as we at Emmanuel Reformed Church move forward, we
trust that the Lord will sustain us and provide us with a quali-

fied man to bring God’s Word to us, and shepherd His flock.”

Midyear Rev. Hall and family moved to Columbus, OH,
having first resigned as the pastor of the Limon charge. Rev.
Hall reports that he is“in the process of transferring both
family and ministerial credential to Hope Reformed Church
in Napoleon, OH, and to the East Covenant Classis.” Amidst

trials, the Lord has sustained the Hall family, and we pray
that the Lord would continue to guide and protect them.
Meanwhile, John Savage reports for the Limon charge that
“God continues to provide for our congregation spiritually as
our pulpit has been filled every Sunday.” It is our continued
prayer that the Lord would provide His servant to minister
to the saints of Limon.

Each of us is a year older than we were last year, and it is
beginning to show for some of us. The Lord has been pleased
to preserve both Rev. Kevin Carroll and myself through dif-
ficult health years and major surgery; we praise God for His
preservation through a challenging year. Rev. David Fagrey
reported that many members of Grace Reformed Church in
Rapid City, SD have been struggling with cancer. Certainly
each of the congregations represented in this Classis have
their own health concerns. May we be marked as a people
who uphold one another always in prayer!

On the home missions front, we are encouraged that Christ
Reformed Church has become a particular congregation last
summer. Besides Rev. Matthew Powell, the congregation now
has three ordained elders. The Lord is certainly blessing the
labors of this congregation, as they enjoy a regular attendance
of fifty to sixty souls. It has truly been a blessing for us as a
Classis to watch the Lord build His church in Casper, WY.

Mercy Street Chapel of Denver, CO has shown limited
growth. We give thanks that for about a year now the congre-
gation has been worshipping regularly every week, and now
also have two Bible studies. There has been limited interest
from new visitors, and we are thankful for that interest. Our
prayer is that the Lord would be pleased to grow this young
group into a thriving community over the coming year,

The growth at Omaha Reformed Church has been slow,
but still advancing, We are encouraged to read that the finan-
cial position of the congregation is continuing to improve,
and that there are solid plans being formulated to continue
to evangelize the greater community. We praise God for es-
tablishing this congregation in Omaha, NE, and pray that
He would be pleased to continue to strengthen Rev. Klynsma
to the work which he is faithfully conducting.

One additional mission work has been added over the past
year. At a special Classis meeting which was convened at last
year’s Synod meeting we approved working with a group in
the Gallatin Valley of Montana. The Home Missions com-
mittee gives a favorable report of the labors in Manhattan,
MT. This mission work, which is identifying as Covenant
Reformed Church, has benefited greatly by the unflinching
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labors of two retired ministers. Rev’s Wes Brice (Northern
Plains Classis) and George Horner have consistently led
this congregation in weekly worship since November of last
year. This consistency has been a great encouragement for
the saints who are a part of the Gallatin Valley mission, even
allowing them opportunity to conduct regular catechism
classes and organize evangelistic efforts. We are saddened to
read of the death of one of the members of this core group,
yet we are encouraged to read that there are others who are
beginning to worship with them. May the Lord bless this
mission work, encourage the saints of Covenant Reformed
Church, and be pleased to establish a vibrant congregation
in this growing region.

The Missions Report shows that the committee is faith-
ful in conducting her business, and has laid out ambitious

plans for striving to grow the church within this classis. We
are thankful to see the fruit of the consistant [sic] labors of
this entire committee.

We praise God for His continued blessing upon the
churches of South Central Classis of the RCUS, and trust-
ingly pray for His continued hand of blessing upon our la-
bors.

The LORD of hosts is with us; The God of Jacob is our
refuge. (Psalm 46:11) th

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Travis Grassmid

Report of Special Classis Meeting

of Covenant East Classis

n Tuesday May 5 at 7:00pm Covenant East Classis

held a special meeting via Zoom videoconference.
The purpose of this special meeting was to elect a new
Classis Treasurer and minister and elder representatives
for Synod 2020. Rev. Kyle Sorensen opened the meeting
with Philippians 2:12-16 and prayer.

No nominations were received for Classis Treasurer at
this meeting, therefore the body decided that the executive
committee would appoint an ad hoc committee to seek a
Treasurer nominee from the churches of Classis. Classis
also voted to amend standing rule 19 in order to provide
the Classis Treasurer with an honorarium of $500 annually.

Covenant East Classis voted to concur with Synod that
the basis of representation for a delegated Synod meeting in
May 2020 should be 3 ministers and 3 elders. Classis then
elected Jim Sawtelle, Dan Schnabel and Kyle Sorensen as
minister delegates and Jay Liesveld, Dennis Luquette and
Larry Stock as elder delegates to the 2020 Synod.
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Before the meeting came to a close, the brothers of Classis
took time to share with one another the struggles and suc-
cesses of ministry during this pandemic. We were thankful to
hear that our churches have been able to continue to preach
the gospel via technology and that some of our churches are
preparing to meet in person again on May 10. It was also
encouraging to learn that the financial situation for most of
our members is good even with the interruptions to work
schedules. Particular concern was expressed for our shut-ins,
some of whom have had no communication with the church
since this pandemic began. This time was closed with prayer
for the needs of our congregations, led by Rev. Ron Potter.

Rev. Kyle Sorensen closed the meeting with prayer and a
benediction from Numbers 6:24-26. ih

Christopher Campbell
Kansas City, MO



“The LORD Watches Over Us”

pen your Bibles to Psalm 121. This is the word of

God."Psalm 121:1 A song of ascents. I lift up my
eyes to the hills-- where does my help come from? > My help
comes from the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth. >
He will not let your foot slip-- he who watches over you
will not slumber; * indeed, he who watches over Israel will
neither slumber nor sleep.”> The LORD watches over you--
the LORD is your shade at your right hand; © the sun will
not harm you by day, nor the moon by night.” The LORD
will keep you from all harm-- he will watch over your life;
8 the LORD will watch over your coming and going both
now and forevermore.” The grass withers and the flower
fades but the word of our God stands forever.

On Wednesday, April 6, 2005 Mize, the town I was min-
istering in, was hit by a tornado that destroyed the Junior
High school. When I got the call from my wife, all she knew
was that a tornado had hit the school and that there was
structural damage. There was no word on whether any of our
children (or anyone else, for that matter had been injured).
You can imagine how my heart stopped as my mind played
out the worst scenarios I could imagine. My fears were shared
by every parent who had children at the school on that day.
Providentially, everyone was alright, but it was still a fright-
ening moment for all of us. Many Mize children, including
my own, continue to be frightened of the weather. For years
afterwards, anytime a dark cloud came over, my kids would
ask if there was going to be another tornado.

Fears. We all have them. Many times, the unpredictable
nature of life can leave us uncertain and at times fearful. We
wonder, is God really in control? Is He really watching over
His people?

ear can be crippling but it need not be in the life of the
believer. Today we will look at a Psalm written by a fearful
man and see how he found comfort in the midst of his fears
and doubts,

First of all, notice 1. The Cares of Life. We live in a
dangerous world! There are all sorts of things to worry about
and this Psalm lists several types of danger. One of them is
A. Physical danger. Notice in verse 1, the Psalmist draws

attention to the hills. Jerusalem is located in the mountains
of Judea. From nearly every point in Israel a journey to
Jerusalem requires a mountain climb. As the Psalmist was
on his way up to Jerusalem to worship, he apparently began
to look at the hills around him and to worry. Highway travel
in those days was fraught with danger. Robbers lurked along
the roads. He might be mugged. (Remember the man on
his way to Jericho in the Parable of the Good Samaritan?)

The Psalmist makes mention of his foot slipping in verse
3.The path was steep. Perhaps he worried he might fall and
hurt himself. I know that is a fear I could relate to! In my
thinner days living in Colorado I used to enjoy hiking up
“fourteeners,” peaks that were over 14,000 feet high. One
such mountain I climbed was Long’s Peak. At an elevation
of over 14,200 feet it was a real challenge because the trail
ended a mile from the summit. From that point you had to
scramble over rocks, negotiate a two-foot-wide ledge with
a 3,000-foot vertical drop off one side, and then, finally, the
Homestretch, a steep rock that you scrambled up to claim the
summit, About halfway up the Homestretch I was overcome
with altitude sickness and had to sit there for a while with
my head swimming. I looked at that 3000-foot drop and
praying for my life that I wouldn't pass out!

There is another physical danger noted in the Psalm. In
verse 6 he makes reference to the sun. The sun in that part of
the world beats down ferociously. It is so bad that exposure to
the sun is a valid legal defense in Saudi Arabia today! Perhaps
the Psalmist was also afraid of suffering heatstroke while he
was traveling, Physical dangers can cause us fear. Many are
afraid of the coronavirus today and that is understandable.

A second type of danger our Psalmist was thinking about
was B. Imagined Danger. If you have ever been in a situation
that is frightening, you know that your mind will imagine all
sorts of other things to worry about beyond what you know
you are facing. Notice in verse two he asks the question,
“Where does my help come from?” Perhaps he is imagining
that he has been abandoned by God He worries that he is
truly all alone as he climbs the mountain road. Now take a
look at verses 3 and 4.

Notice the words, “slumber,” repeated twice, and “sleep.”
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Perhaps what is behind the comment is the imagined fear
that maybe YHWH is asleep at the wheel, if you will, that
He is unaware of our situation.

The next thing he mentions is the moon in verse 6. From
ancient times the moon has been the locus of a good deal of
superstition. The ancients felt it was bad to be subjected to
moonlight. Our use of the word “lunacy” harks back to that
ancient belief. Nighttime exaggerates our fears. Our minds
play tricks on us when we are in the dark as we worry what
may be lurking beyond our sight. Perhaps this reference to
the moon is a good illustration of our fears of the unknown.

Not only do we have to contend with real physical fears
and imagined fears but there are also C. Spiritual dangers
to be concerned about. The Psalmist was aware of this too.
He makes reference to “all harm” in verse 7. In Hebrew that
literally means, “all evil.” While that can refer to physical evil,
italso includes the idea of spiritual evil as well. Also, in verse
7 he makes reference to “your life.” Literally that means“your
soul.” While this is probably a reference to our entire being,
the spiritual element is certainly in view.

There are alot of things to be fearful in life: physical dangers,
imagined dangers, spiritual dangers. Fear can paralyze us.
What is the believer to do? How can we overcome fear in
our lives? The answer is that even though we must contend
with the cares of this life we also have II. The Comfort of
the Lord. How?

Well notice first of all that A, Christ is present. If you look
at your Bibles closely, you will see that the word “LORD” in
this is Psalm is written in all capitals. In the Old Testament
that means that is the English translation of God’s name,
YWHW, sometimes written Jehovah. This is the covenantal
name of God that was first revealed to Moses from the
burning bush. The New Testament consistently applies this
name to Christ. The name YWHW stresses his abiding
presence with His people. Reformed theologians call this the
“Emmanuel Principle.” Christ is with His people at all times.
Isaiah 43:2 says,“When you pass through the waters, I will
be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you
will not be burned; the flames will not set you ablaze.” Did
you catch the significance of that verse? Even when God,
in His providence, sends us into dangerous circumstances,
He promises His presence.Now, look at the reference to “the
hills” in verse 1 again. Not only were the hills a source of
danger but they were also the destination of the pilgrim, for
the Temple was located on Mt. Zion. Looking beyond the
source of danger the Psalmist sees the Source of his help,
God dwelling at the center of His people. We must remember
that in the gospels, Jesus cast Himself as the fulfillment of all
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that the Temple pointed to. Christ is in our midst too. Our
help comes from Christ! By the use of the name YHWH
and his focus on the Temple mount we are reminded that
Christ is always with us.

Not only is Christ present but B. Christ is sovereign.
Verse 2 calls the LORD, the “Maker of heaven and earth”
This is a Hebrew way of saying that the LORD created
everything. John chapter 1 again points out that it was
Christ who was the agent of Creation. As Creator, Christ is
completely sovereign. Psalm 135: 6 says, “The LORD does
whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the
seas and all their depths.” Christ’s authority over the works
of His own hands is supreme. Everything obeys His will.

Thirdly, notice that C. Christ is vigilant. Look with me
at verses 3 through 4 again. Christ does not sleep. If you
remember the story of Elijah and the prophets of Baal in
1 Kings 18, Elijah mocked the prophets when Baal did not
answer their cries. One of the things he suggested was that
maybe Baal was asleep and that was why he did not respond.
Baal may have been asleep, but Christ never is. We are never
out of His eye or His mind.

Not only is Christ present, sovereign, and vigilant, but also
D. Christ is our shield. The phrase “watches over” occurs
six times in this Psalm: in verses 3, 4, 5, twice in verse 7 (the
word “keep” comes from the same Hebrew word), and 8. The
word carries the idea of stand guard over something, About
this verse, Matthew Henry said,“Whether every particular
saint has an angel for his guardian or no, we are sure he has
God Himself for his guardian.”

Verse 5 says the LORD is “the shade at your right hand.”
Often in the Old Testament shade is a metaphor for divine
protection. For instance, look at Psa. 17:8 in which the
Psalmist prays that God will,“"hide me in the shadow of your
wings.” Additionally, the right hand was most often used in
battle, so perhaps the Psalmist is referring to God as being
readily accessible. What is the Psalmist saying then? He is
telling us that Christ continually guards His people. His eye
is always on us. His ears are ever open to our cries.

We need not fear the dangers of this life. Christ is with us.
Christ s in control. Christ has His eye on us. Christ protects
us. How should we respond? Let us confess our fears and
uncertainties to Him. He understands that our faith is weak.
He will not upbraid us for seeking Him. Let us trust Him
for He is in control of all things. And, let us worship Him
for He is our God. th

Kevin Carroll
Mitchell, SD



Beloved in the
Lord Jesus Christ,

Greetings in the name of our triune God. We would ask
you and your congregation to please pray that the Lord
would grant us wisdom as we consider the opportunity
set before us.

Attached are some of the pictures of the building for sale in
Dickinson, North Dakota that we are has become available
for purchase. The owner is a Christian businessman who
bought the building from a Baptist church and brought
it up to code (3 handicap accessible bathrooms, handicap
accessible ramp, 3 stairlifts (not pictured but available to
be reinstalled), etc. so that his wife could use it as a coffee
knickknack shop. He even has the pews stored in one of
his barns. The sanctuary is larger than we currently are
renting. The overall square foot of the building is approx.
3,200 (double what we are currently renting). He said that
he would like to sell it to a church instead of it being used
for other purposes. In other words, he said that he wanted
it to be used for the kingdom of God.

Thank you for your prayers in the consideration of this
opportunity.

In Christ,

Michael Voytek Pastor,

Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson
grcdickinson.org
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Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love:

the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

Before the Father's throne we pour our ardent prayers;

our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares.

We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear,

and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear.

When we are asunder part, it gives us inward pain;

but we shall still be joined in heart and hope to meet again.

( stanzas 1-4, Hymn "Blest Be The Tie That Binds")



