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This summer marked the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 man -onthe-moon mission highlighted by Armstrong’s famous words heard by
millions: “That’s one small step for man – one giant leap for mankind.”
The astronauts of all the lunar missions experienced stunning eyewitness
views of earth from the heavens the rest of us can only see secondhand.
Astronaut Charlie Duke, Apollo 16, said he saw what the Bible describes
in the Book of Job: “He stretches out the north over empty space; He
hangs the earth on nothing” (26:7, NKJV). During a lunar orbit on the
Apollo 8 mission on Christmas eve, viewers of the astronauts’ broadcast heard them take turns reading from Genesis 1, starting with: “In the
beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” As the Creator tells
us via the Psalm 19: “The heavens declare the glory of God. Franklin
Shepard echoed this truth by these words of his well-known hymn: “This
is My Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings, and round
me rings the music of the spheres” (Red Trinity Hymnal #111).
As Christians, so graciously blessed to have God as our Father, our
thoughts, words and conduct ought to reflect the reality: “This is my
Father’s world.” Yes indeed, as the hymn clearly reminds us, it is since
Adam’s sin a fallen world, i.e., “though the wrong seems oft so strong,
God is the Ruler yet. This is my Father’s world: the battle is not done; Jesus
who died shall be satisfied, and earth and heav’n be one.” The Son of God
incarnate, Jesus, is by His death and resurrection the deliverer from the
corruption of sin both of man and of the creation (Rom 8:21), consummated when His redeemed dwell in the new heavens and new earth (2
Peter 3:13); “Jesus shall be satisfied, and earth and heav’n be one.”
But as we Christians live in “My Father’s world” as it yet is not purified of sin, “the battle is not done.” As Christ’s apostle Paul puts it in 2
Corinthains 10: . . . “we do not war according to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare (battle) are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling
down strongholds, casting down arguments and every high thing that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ.” Our battle(s) as Christ’s church in
but not of the world are for the sake of steadfastly witnessing God as our
Creator and Redeemer and Lord to those who exalt themselves above
God’s revelation of Himself. Our battle(s) are fought with compassion,
speaking the truth in love, in the hope that the self-exalting ones too
would “Trust in the Lord with all you heart, and lean not on your own
understanding. In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct
your path. Do not be wise in your own eyes; Fear the Lord and depart
from evil. It will be health to your flesh and strength to your bones.”
(Prov 3:5, 7, 8)
Our Creator gives us understanding that, unlike our own, is all-wise
and needful for us to enjoy the wholesome (shalom) life of trusting in
the Lord rather than the deceived and destructive life directed by our
fallen, sinful nature. As Christians, our godly understanding is given us by
union with the incarnate Son of God ( I John 5:20), As we are members
of Christ’s body, the church, our witness to the world is to be a walk of
joyfully acknowledging and submitting to God in all our ways, our path
directed by His righteousness. It is as the church is not conforming to the
self-exalting world that she is engaged in the “battle not done”. “This is my
Father’s world” is a testimony of the redeemed over against the world that
exalts itself against the knowledge of God.
But even into the visible church that confesses God as our Father
through acknowledging His Son (I John 2:23) there are inroads of thinking that essentially and practically deny that “This is my Father’s world”.

It’s more like “I live in this world leaning on my own
understanding.” It’s the worldview that exalts self to
be as God; the deadly deception foisted on Eve by the
serpent in the Garden: “you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” Gen 3:5). But as God, the Creator, the
definer of good and evil says through Isaiah 5:20,21:
“Woe to those who call evil good and good evil. . . .
Woe to those who are wise in the own eyes. . . .”
The same crafty deceiver, Satan, is at work within
the church seeking to destroy the faith that not only
acknowledges that “this is my Father’s world” but
thinks and walks in accordance with that reality: “Fear
the Lord and depart from evil. It will be health to
your flesh and strength to your bones.”
Destructive inroads: There are those who confess
God as their Father, yet are being beguiled to think
that sexual desires not in accordance with God’s
created nature for man and woman are not sinful, shameful, immoral (Rom. 1:26-27) and ought be
accepted within the church (read the RCUS study:
Promoting a Biblical Sexual Morality, search “revoice”
on theaquilareport.com).
There are those who think we ought to be free to
question the gender identity our Creator has given to
each one of us.
There are those, even within the visible Christian
church, who have re-defined marriage, refusing to
submit to the institution as the Creator established it
(Gen 2, Matt 19).
And there are those who twist God’s written Cre-

ation record to allow conformity with the speculation
that evolutionism is, or to deny the historicity of the
first man Adam.
And there are those who will not acknowledge the
totally depraving effects on all of mankind of Adam’s
fall (Rom 3:10-18, Eph 2:1) from the righteousness and
holiness in which God created him (Gen 1:31). Such
deceptively put their trust for redemption in their own
will and power rather than comfortingly acknowledging and trusting in the sovereign gracious will (Eph
1:4-6) and needed power of the Creator who alone
can make a sinner a new Creation in Christ to His
glory (Eph 2:10).
“This is My Father’s world.” Even though cursed by
Adam’s sin, the second Adam, sent by our Father in
heaven, Christ incarnate as Jesus, has redeemed us
and renews our minds and sanctifies and perseveres
us in our heartfelt trust in the Lord so we may testify
by how we live: This is My Father’s world.
Let us, professing to be God’s redeemed, “even
though the wrong seems oft so strong,” journey to
“earth and heav’n be one, Jesus satisfied,” steadfastly
witnessing trust in our Creator, Our Father, our Lord
and His righteousness in every aspect of our lives as
is fitting for us He set apart for His glory.
“This is my Father’s world.”

rh
George Horner
Editor
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The State of the Church
Reformed Church in the United States
Synod 2019
Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

I

saac Watts’ celebrated hymn, “Our God, our
Help in ages past,” includes one stanza that says,
“The busy tribes of flesh and blood, With all their lives
and cares, Are carried downward by the flood, And
lost in following years.” This is a solemn reminder that
we and everything else in creation are subject to constant change and decay. In that sense, Heraclitus was
right: no man can step into the same river twice. Even
if the river stayed the same, man does not.
The great institutions of the church also change.
Denominations that once stood firmly upon the Word
of God no longer do. Seminaries and Christian colleges have forsaken their purpose, as have missionary
programs and various diaconal ministries. And should
the Lord tarry, I think it’s fair to say that the church
that we hold dear and the institutions it supports will
eventually fail. When they have outlived their usefulness, the Lord Jesus Christ will raise up others,
whether near at hand or far away, to build upon our
labors. It must be so since Jesus promised, Upon this
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rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it (Matt. 16:18).
This hard reality underscores the importance and
necessity of serving the Lord faithfully in our own
day, yes, even at this very meeting of Synod. By the
grace of God, we are planting new, thriving churches;
preparing men for the faithful and accurate preaching of the Word of God through the seminaries we
support; taking positions on issues that are contrary
to the prevailing theology and/or culture of our day;
and forging relationships with other churches of
like precious faith, both at home and abroad. We do
these things with the confidence that Holy Scripture
never changes. The promises that our fathers relied
on still guide us today. We believe this because the
Bible in its entirety is the self-revelation of a God
who is himself immutable.

The Presidents’ Reports
Evidence that we are doing the Lord’s work in our
generation can be seen in each of the reports that I

received from the Presidents of the Classes. Once
again, we’ll consider them in the order in which they
arrived.
Our first report this year comes from our easternmost Classis. The President of the COVENANT
EAST CLASSIS, Pastor Kyle Sorensen, expresses his
great appreciation for the grace of God. From the parochial reports submitted to him, he notes “that God’s
people are being fed the gospel, are being confirmed
in that gospel through the sacraments, and are walking as disciples of Christ through the accountability of
church discipline.”
The work of the Covenant East Classis continues through its various committees. In response to
the report of its Home Missions Committee, Pastor Sorensen expresses his desire for the Classis to
encourage its home missionaries and mission works
with more contact than an occasional visit from a committee. His concern is something we should all bear in
mind.
Pastor Sorensen also anticipated that the Covenant
East Classis would face a particularly difficult issue at
its recent meeting, as one of its congregations amended
its constitution to allow women to vote. This raised several questions, including how this congregation’s action
relates to the position on women voting affirmed by
the Eureka Classis in 1978. At that time, the Classis
adopted three reports on women voting “as the position of Classis.” This means, according to the Abstract,
“that the exercise of the vote in the congregational meeting is an exercise of authority in the Church of Jesus
Christ and is therefore properly the provence [sic] of the
male head of the household.” The Classis further recommended that the local congregations examine their
constitutions in light of the “Scripural [sic] principles
explained in this report.” See 1978 Abstract, p. 28. Consequently, we have before us at this meeting an overture
from the Covenant East Classis asking Synod to make
a ruling on the question, “May a church take an action
or make a change to its constitution that is contrary to a
position of the RCUS?”
Just as important is how to deal with sensitive (and
potentially divisive) issues in a way that promotes
unity and Biblical understanding. The report of the
President of this Classis showed a great deal of pas-

toral concern, restraint and godly wisdom. I pray that
we might also have the same as we discuss the aforementioned overture and the report of our own special
committee in light of God’s holy and inerrant Word.
Moving westward, the President of the SOUTH
CENTRAL CLASSIS, Pastor Travis Grassmid,
reports “slow growth throughout the year, with a yearend total growth of twenty-four souls.” It is especially
heartening to hear that this Classis grew in spite of
the transfer of fifteen of its members to the Church
Triumphant and the removal of another fifty-nine by
erasure and discipline. He notes as well that the “baby
boom” mentioned in his 2018 report has continued,
with a total of thirty-two infants having received the
sign of the covenant.
The mission works of the South Central Classis are
all doing well. As of the writing of his report, Pastor
Grassmid noted that weekly worship services had just
begun at the Mercy Street Reformed Chapel in downtown Denver. Likewise, the Omaha work rejoices in “an
extended period of peace and stability,” which made it
possible for the congregation to pay off the note on its
building and reduce its requests from both Classis and
Synod. And with an average attendance between fifty
and fifty-five, Christ Reformed Chapel in Casper, WY,
has submitted a constitution for the approval of Classis with a view toward particularization.
Otherwise, the parochial reports of the South Central Classis “generally reflected little or extraordinary
change, and a lot of the regular ministry of the church
continuing and growing stronger.” However, Pastor
Grassmid did mention one change of interest: Pastor
George Horner plans to retire from the active pastoral
ministry next month at the young age of seventy-five.
Pastor Grassmid concluded his report with these
encouraging words: “We praise God for His continued
blessing upon the churches of the South Central Classis of the RCUS, and trustingly pray for His continued
hand of blessing upon our labors.”
The report of the President of the NORTHERN
PLAINS CLASSIS, Pastor Paul Henderson, begins
with a note of alarm: “Are you not troubled with all of
the news that you hear out there in the USA world,
and what it means for us as followers of Christ? As
ministers of the Word? As Elders seeking to uphold
July-August 2019 | 5

God’s truth? As citizens who want to see this nation
out from under His judgment?” As the culture around
us continues its spiraling decline with the support and
encouragement of liberal churches, we have a clarion
summons from the Lord of heaven to “remain faithful
and vigilant to the task and call before us,” viz., declaring the Word of God without compromise. Yet, we
must do so, Pastor Henderson reminds us, by leaning
on the everlasting arms of God’s faithfulness.
In this context, Pastor Henderson described the
parochial reports he received as follows: “I hear the
battle cries! I hear the battle songs! I hear the battle
prayers! Yes, and I hear and taste the defeats, the victories, as well as the ongoing struggles to remain faithful and true, sincere and loyal, truly devoted to the
cause, or better, to the advancement of the kingdom of
God, yes, and to see the glorious glad tidings of great
joy in Jesus Christ ever proclaimed before a gainsaying, ever careless and troubled, jumbled up mess, and
mass of humanity!”
Pastor Henderson remains joyfully optimistic, praising God for the work that his Classis has
already done and continues to do. At the same time,
he encouraged church officers not to let their guards
down: “Keep your ‘spiritual dukes’ up, and fight with
all of the vigor, humility and strength that you can
muster, always, always relying upon the power, the
strength and the all-sufficient grace, which our Lord
has for you, even as you labor for His glory, and the
good of His Bride!”
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On the west coast, Pastor Tracey Gruggett, the
President of the WESTERN CLASSIS, saw two
recurring themes in the twenty parochial reports he
received, viz., that the ministers of his Classis engaged
in “assiduous labor” in the service of Christ, and they
did so with “patient endurance.” Nowhere is this more
evident than in the fact that the retired pastors of
the Western Classis continue to fulfill their calling in
numerous ways.
Evaluating the work of the Western Classis, Pastor Gruggett observes that the three marks of the true
church are present in each congregation. The churches
of Classis are growing spiritually and in some cases
numerically. However, others either remained the
same or experienced loss. Three churches are currently
without pastors (Lancaster, Modesto and Cerritos).
Due to the high cost of living in southern California,
Cerritos is wondering how or whether it will be able
to call a full-time pastor of its own. And finally, with
great sadness the Western Classis received word that
the Grass Valley congregation had voted to disband
after April 28th of this year due to a decline in membership and attendance.
Pastor Gruggett concludes, “It would seem then
that Classis is in much the same situation as we have
been in the last few years. The ministry is carried
out in all faithfulness. There is a strong commitment
to the Word of God and fellowship in the churches
seems robust. For the most part our numbers are stable, though they did creep downward a little.”

Reports of Permanent Committees
Here are a few highlights from some of our permanent committee reports.
Two seminaries have contacted the CHRISTIAN
EDUCATION COMMITTEE to offer ministerial
training for the RCUS: BRITE (Blue Ridge Institute
for Theological Education) and Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary. The latter is willing to provide a scholarship for an RCUS student to attend. As
of its report, the committee has taken no action on
either offer; however, through its subcommittees it
has completed its triennial evaluations of Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and Heidelberg
Theological Seminary, and continues to recommend
both as institutions worthy of support.
The HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE continues to offer oversight to mission outposts in all four
Classes: Redeemer Reformed Church, Golden Valley,
MN, as it works toward planting another congregation
in the greater Minneapolis metropolitan area; Christ

Reformed Chapel, Casper, WY, whose constitution
was recently approved by the South Central Classis
with the hope of installing its newly-elected officers
early next month; Mercy Street Reformed Chapel,
Denver, CO, which has shown significant promise
over the last year; Omaha Reformed Chapel, Omaha,
NE, which continues to grow and look for new ways
to promote the gospel; First Reformed Chapel, Dickinson, ND, where Pastor Michael Voytek has taken up
the mantle of our retired brother, Pastor Wesley Brice,
who continues his battle with cancer; Valle de Gracia,
Shafter, CA, where two men who are both fluent in
Spanish are laboring tirelessly to reach the Spanishlanguage community; Rehoboth Reformed Church,
Cerritos, CA, which remains stable in the absence of a
pastor; and Calvary Reformed Chapel, Stockton, CA,
where Pastor Merica has employed a six-step outreach
strategy to advance the cause of Jesus Christ in the
central valley. We praise God for each of these works
and rejoice that some are now able to reduce their
requests from Classis and/or Synod.
The INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE has, as always, worked feverishly to develop
relationships with various Reformed bodies both in
the United States and around the world. Its interaction with fraternal churches is especially encouraging,
as it reveals the desire of other churches to know us
better, as well as our desire to know them better.

The INVESTMENT COMMITTEE, which
functions as a subcommittee of the Permanent Finance
Committee, reports two items of note: the reception
of a $102,000.00–plus donation for the benefit of the
Ministerial Aid Fund, and its transfer of the management of Synod’s investment accounts from the Barber
Financial Group to Wipfli Financial Advisors.
The FOREIGN MINISTRIES COMMITTEE
continues to work through its subcommittees for the
Congo, Kenya and the Philippines. Also reporting
to it are the Radio Administration Committee, the
Congo Economic Development Committee, Compassion Kenya and Reformation2Germany. This
committee informs us that the work in the Congo is
going well: “the work of educating the church members, evangelism and congregation upbuilding is being
pursued vigorously,” though the church faces some
difficulty along the Rwandan border. The four congregations of the Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed
Church have aggressively pursued training pastors
and promoting the true faith. Heidelberg Theological Seminary has become a vital part of its effort. The
Reformed Fellowship Church of Kenya, though small
(only six congregations), labors faithfully in the Word
and is experiencing the blessing of God. Its Central
Classis, for example, saw an increase of 47 percent
from last year. The Lord is using the Kenyan church’s
crusades and evangelistic meetings both to increase its
numbers and to edify the saints.

Reports of Special Committees
The Synod currently has two special committees:
one to study the theological and pastoral implications
of cremation, and another to answer the question
whether a woman’s vote in a congregational meeting
is an exercise of authority over a man. Since the latter
committee asks only that its report be studied during
the coming year in order to discuss it at Synod 2020,
no additional comments need to be made here.
The report on cremation is a different story. This
report engendered a vigorous and sometimes intense
debate at last year’s Synod and is likely to do the same
this year, judging from the two overtures that came
in response to it. I’ll have more to say about one of
these overtures in a minute, but here I would remind
you that our goal is to be united both in our teaching
ministry to the saints placed in our care and in our
testimony before the world. Therefore, as I exhorted
the body last year, “Let us remember to submit to one
another in love and show proper courtesy as defined
by our Rules of Order.”
July-August 2019 | 7

To facilitate an edifying discussion of the cremation report, I plan to do the following if re-elected:
after the chairman of the cremation committee has
presented his report, I will allow a period of time (perhaps up to thirty minutes) for questions and answers
regarding the body of the report. Following this, we
will consider the report’s recommendations. Our
Rules of Order specify that each delegate may make
up to two speeches per motion with the total time
of his speeches not exceeding thirty minutes. However, the chairman of the committee may open and
close debate on each motion; his opening and closing
speeches will not count against his thirty minutes.
When the chairman corrects factual misrepresentations of other speakers or answers questions that may
arise during the course of the debate, these will not
count against his thirty minutes either.
Following these guidelines, I trust that we can
engage in a healthy and edifying debate, and I pray
that the Lord will guide us by his Word and Spirit.

Overtures
As noted above, the Clerk received an overture asking Synod to “thank the Committee to Examine the
Implications of Cremation for their hard work, that
the committee be dissolved, that a new committee be
erected to edit the report, examine the conclusions
with fresh eyes, and soften some of the language”
(Overture 28). When I first saw this, my inclination
was to rule it out of order. But at the time I chose not
to do so for two reasons. First, Standing Rule 17 says
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that “Overtures sent to the Stated Clerk of Synod four
weeks in advance of Synod shall be circularized, but
overtures may be submitted to Synod at any time.”
Although I regarded Overture 28 to be both improper
and irregular, it was submitted as an overture. And
second, in the past even overtures that were later ruled
out of order were included in the list the clerk sent out
prior to Synod. Given these considerations, I did not
think it wise to take action on my own.
But this overture does raise an important issue,
viz., what actually constitutes a proper overture? Two
articles in the Constitution speak to this. Article 98
says, “The Synod shall annually review. . . . 2. Requests
and references from Classes to the Synod”; and Article 100 says, “The Synod has the power to give advice
in a case referred to it by a Classis.” Nothing is said
here or elsewhere in the Constitution about Synod
receiving overtures directly from Consistories or
Spiritual Councils. Rather, it is assumed that Consistories and Spiritual Councils will work through their
respective Classes to bring matters to Synod, according to accepted principles of Reformed church government. This was confirmed in 1987 when the Executive
Committee interpreted Article 100 to mean “that only
those overtures are valid which are referred by, or are
on an appeal from a Classis” (1987 Abstract, p. 19).
This statement from the Executive Committee was
subsequently referred to Standing Overtures (p. 22)
and then to Standing Judicial (p. 75), apparently to
clarify it even further. The Standing Judicial Committee reported as follows:
4. With regard to item #5 of the Executive Report,
it is the interpretation of the Judicial Committee
that any item which is within the original jurisdiction of a Classis may be overtured to Synod only
by that Classis and that only those items within the
original jurisdiction of the Synod may be brought
directly by overture. See Article 98 et seq. (p. 69).
Admittedly, this statement leaves a lot of questions
unanswered, specifically who may overture Synod
directly. Even so, since then the Synod has generally
operated under the principle, which I believe is in
accord with our Constitution, that only those overtures are in order that come from a Classis or a properly-appointed delegate to Synod. Overtures coming
directly from Consistories and Spiritual Councils
have been ruled out of order.
Since the question of what constitutes a proper
overture comes up from time to time, I think it would
be wise for the Judicial Committee to reevaluate

Concluding Observations

Standing Rule 17 with the possibility of shoring it
up in some way, perhaps by specifying what a proper
overture is. I would also like to see the Judicial Committee advise the Executive Committee on a related
question, viz., should overtures that the Executive
Committee deems out of order, improper or irregular be included in the list of overtures sent out by the
Clerk four weeks in advance of Synod.
Overture 28 also concerns me for yet another reason. Properly speaking, it is not an overture at all but
rather a motion and speech against a report that hasn’t
been presented yet. Special Committee reports are not
before the body for deliberation until Synod reaches
Agenda Item “XIV. Reports of Special Committees.”
Therefore, an overture of this kind strikes me as discourteous to the committee in question, which was only
fulfilling its Synodically-given assignment, and prejudicial. I do not mean to imply by this that its authors
intended any disrespect, but I am concerned that this
may have been the result regardless of their intent.
I would remind the body as well that the 272nd
Synod gave Consistories and Spiritual Councils a path
to address any dissatisfaction or grievances with the
work of the cremation committee when it “invite[d]
the consistories to give feedback in the coming year”
(2018 Abstract, p. 81).

According to the statistics provided by the Clerk,
the total baptized membership of the RCUS increased
last year by 0.25 percent and the number of families
increased by 0.67 percent. There were eleven more
baptisms in 2018 than in the immediately preceding
year. Most of these were infant baptisms, as the number of adult baptisms decreased from nine to seven.
Financially, the total receipts of RCUS churches
increased by almost $270,000.00, which boosted
giving to Synod Guidelines by almost $47,000.00.
Looking at it another way, giving to Synod per communicant member increased from $225.00 in 2017
to $243.00 in 2018. This stands out because the
requested Guideline amount had only increased by
$4.00 per communicant. Giving to the Classes and
RCUS non-Guideline Causes also increased. We can
thank the Lord for a greatly improved economy! Even
more so, we can thank him for laying it on the hearts
of his people to give generously to the work of his
kingdom!
The Executive Committee had hoped to implement
discussions of the Constitution this year as part of the
business of Synod. We continue to believe that a program of this kind would allow our younger and newer
ministers to benefit from the wisdom and insights of
others who have been around longer. Unfortunately, I
was unable to give this project the time that it needed.
And finally, the calendar year 2019 commemorates
the four hundredth anniversary of the conclusion of
the great Synod of Dort. To celebrate this massive
achievement in creedal theology, your Executive Committee has asked those who will be preaching or leading devotions at this Synod to address its five heads of
doctrine.
Again, it has been an honor to serve you and our
Lord in the role of President, and I am especially
grateful for your encouragements and cooperation.
May the Lord bless our labors this week as we seek to
glorify him in his church!

rh

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Dr. Frank Walker
Sacramento, CA
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Report on the 273rd Synod
of the RCUS
T

he 273rd Synod of the Reformed Church in
the United States commenced Monday, May
20, A.D. 2019 in worship with the congregation of the
Northland Reformed Church of Kansas City. Due to
incoming inclement weather, the time of worship was
advanced half an hour. Rev. Hank Bowen conducted
the worship and Rev. Travis Grassmid preaching a sermon titled “Divine Grace & Glory” on the First Head
of Doctrine from the Canons of Dort, using Nehemiah 2:1-8 and 4:1-6 as his text. After worship, the
opening Roll was called. The Tuesday sessions were
opened with a devotion by Rev. Doug Schlagel from 2
John 9 and applying the Second Head of Doctrine of
the Canons of Dort.
The executive committee continues with Rev. Frank
Walker as President of Synod; Rev. Grassmid as VicePresident; Rev. David Fagrey, Stated Clerk; and Elder
Randy Schroeder, treasurer. Rev. George Horner was
also reelected Reformed Herald Editor.
The United Reformed Churches in North America
and the Orthodox Presbyterian Church each sent a
fraternal delegate which were seated among the body.
Two new ministers were welcomed to the roll of
Synod, Rev. Michael Lassley ministering in the Covenant Reformed Church of Watertown, SD and Rev.
Winthrop Groseclose ministering in St. Johns an
Independent Reformed Church in Pennsylvania.
One new church was welcomed: Christ Reformed
Church of Casper, WY has particularized.
After the reports by the President of Synod, the
Stated Clerk and Treasurer, the burning issue of the
2019 RCUS Synod meeting was reached late in the
afternoon on Tuesday.
The Wednesday sessions were opened with a devotion by Rev. James Grossmann from Romans 3 and
the Third Head of Doctrine of the Canons of Dort.
The body then descended into a red-hot discussion of
the Cremation report. The brothers carefully examined and amended the recommendations to find a
consensus position for the denomination. The recommendations as adopted are as follows:
10 | Reformed Herald 75 / 4

Recommendation 1

The RCUS affirms the following regarding the
bodily burial of the dead:
A. It is the historic practice of the one holy
catholic and apostolic Church (Genesis 25:810; 35:29; 47:29-31; 1 Kings 2:10; Matthew
14:12; Acts 8:2).
B. It is the biblical practice that imitates God
(Deuteronomy 34:5-6; Ephesians 5:1).
C. It is the biblical practice that follows the example of our Lord Jesus Christ ( John 19:40-42;
Romans 6:4).
D. It is the biblical practice that witnesses to the
hope for bodily resurrection (1 Corinthians
15:42-55; Heidelberg Catechism Questions 1,
57; Belgic Confession of Faith Article 37).
Recommendation 2

The RCUS affirms that, as a general rule, bodily
burial should be practiced by the Christian Church.
Recommendation from the floor

While cremation is not an acceptable alternative,
except under extraordinary circumstances, RCUS
pastors have both the duty and liberty to preach the
gospel in season and out of season, and in cases involving cremation should exercise their best judgment as
to how best to compassionately minister the gospel of
Christ to the grieving.
Recommendation 4

Recognizing that cremation has become an increasingly accepted practice in American society, and that
there has been relatively little teaching on the subject of Christian burial versus cremation, the RCUS
encourages church officers to patiently instruct those
who are struggling to accept Christian burial as the
biblical and confessional teaching. (Ephesians 4:1115; 2 Timothy 2:15, 24-25).
Recommendation 5

Since our bodies belong to Jesus in death, and we
should magnify Christ with our bodies after death,
the RCUS encourages its members to remember that

burial services are not merely private events but gospelcentered worship services. Great care should be taken to
plan burial services in such a way that the gospel hope
of bodily resurrection is clear to all who attend. This
includes the words read and sung, the message preached,
and the burial of the body. (1 Corinthians 6:19-20,
15:16-26; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18; Philippians 1:20).
Recommendation 6

The RCUS encourages its churches to be prepared,
through the diaconate, to assist with funeral costs
whenever a family struggles to afford a modest burial
service (Galatians 6:10; 1 Timothy 6:17-18).
Recommendation 8

The RCUS commends the study and use of this
study paper in its churches in order to teach its
members the proper means of caring for the dead as
demonstrated in the Word of God, the Reformed confessions, and the history of the Christian Church.
After the blistering debate over the cremation
report, consideration of the special report on women
voting was tabled to the 2020 synod meeting.
On Wednesday evening, synod again joined in worship with the congregation of Northland Reformed
Church. Rev. Ruben Zartman conducted the worship
and Rev. Mark Larson preaching a sermon titled “Conversion in the Bible and Dort” on the Fourth Head of
Doctrine from the Canons of Dort, using Matthew
18:1-3 among others as his text. After worship, Elder
Roger Gallimore gave a presentation on soliciting gifts
to the RCUS endowment.
The Thursday sessions were opened with a devotion
by Rev. Kevin Carroll from Acts 27:21-32 addressing
the Fifth Head of Doctrine of the Canons of Dort.
Home Missions of the RCUS continue across the
United States and synod approved the South Central

Classis to begin a new mission work in Manhattan,
Montana. The Synod day of prayer for Home Missions was set for September 8, 2019. Grace Reformed
Church (Formerly First Reformed Chapel) of Dickinson, ND was designated as the recipient of the Special
Offering on that day.
The foreign ministries of the RCUS continue in
the Congo with the URCC, in Kenya with the RFCK,
and in the Philippines with the POCRC. It also continues to support Rev. Eric Kayayan and the French
Language work of Reformed Faith and Life. The Foreign Missions day of Prayer was set for November 10,
2019, on which an offering will be taken for Reformed
Faith and Life.
The executive committee of synod was directed
“to appoint a special committee to examine the outreach and growth of the RCUS and determine if there
are any ways to improve the areas of future growth,
that is, in promotion, contacts, evangelism, stewardship, financial health, etc. It is understood that this
committee’s duties will overlap the permanent committees; its purpose is to look at the practices of the
current committees with a fresh set of eyes.”
The Interchurch Relations Committee plans to send
fraternal delegates to the upcoming assemblies of the
OPC, URCNA, and RPCNA. They will also send a delegation to the 2019 NAPARC meeting and are saving to
send two delegates to the 2021 ICRC meeting in India.
Student Aid was approved for Students for the
Ministry Matthew Dawn and Ryan Anderson.

rh

Rev. James Grossmann
Eureka, SD
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Anecdotes of Church History
1. PRESBYTERIAN AND REFORMED
CONFUSION
Samuel Miller of Princeton Seminary (17691850) published a book on the life of the Rev. Charles
Nisbet, D.D., who instructed Miller when he was a
student at Dickenson College, Carlisle. Nisbet rarely
attended the General Assembly of the Presbyterian
Church and even when he did, seldom participated in
the proceedings. Mostly, he was there to relax and to
see friends, not to labor. Miller liked to tell the following story about Nisbet and Dr. John Mason of the
Associate Reformed Church of New York City:
Mason: “Well, Doctor, I find you sometimes come
to Philadelphia during the sessions of the
General Assembly.”
Nisbet: “Yes, I am not a member, but I like to meet
my friends, and see a little of what is going
on.”
		
Mason: “But do you not sometimes go into the
Assembly, and listen to its proceedings?”
Nisbet: “Yes, I sometimes go in for the benefit of
hearing, and then I come out for the benefit of
not hearing.”
Mason: “Well, Doctor, what is the greater benefit?”
Nisbet: “Indeed, mon [man], it’s hard to strike
the balance.” (Princeton Seminary, Faith and
Learning, 1812-1868, by David B. Calhoun,
p. 449)
Comment: In the early days of the re-organized Synodical Reformed Church in the United States (1986)
some of our brethren after a parliamentary glitch or
two would liken the meeting to the events recorded in
Acts 19:32: “Some therefore cried one thing and some
another, for the assembly was confused, and most of
them did not know why they had come together.”

2. WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE
A renowned humorist and writer was G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936) who wrote that laughter is as
divine as tears, that God’s method of consoling Job
when he was afflicted was to shower him with unanswerable levities (review God’s hilarious questions in
Job 38-41), and that without religion humor is impos12 | Reformed Herald 75 / 4

sible because humor fosters humility; a part of his
case being that we cannot laugh at anything until we
can first laugh at ourselves. But one of Chesterton’s
most famous quips concerned the suffragette armies
which marched through the streets of London, campaigning and demanding the vote. Chesterton summarized their demands; probably with a mischievous
twinkle in his eye, and launched one of history’s great
witticisms:
“10,000 women marched through London saying
‘we will not be dictated to’: and then went off to
be stenographers.”
Comment: We are reminded that God is “the Lord
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob,” which is to affirm
that God is “The Lord God of Abraham, Laughter
[Isaac], and Jacob.”

3. ISAIAH THE PROPHET WASN’T
THE ONLY “UNDONE” SAINT
One of the most quoted anecdotes in Church history concerned the nuptials of the English poet and
minister, John Donne (1572-1631). Donne angered
his employer’s family when he clandestinely married
Anne More, the niece of Sir Thomas Egerton’s wife,
and without parental approval. He was sacked for his
infraction of proper marriage protocol. The young
couple then found residence in a home at Pyrford in
Surrey. There, Donne licked his wounds and scratched
his remorse on a pane of glass, writing: “JOHN
DONNE/AN DONNE/UNDONE.”

4. SPURGEONESQUE BOOK REVIEWS
A volume of inestimable value is C.H. Spurgeon’s
Commenting on the Commentaries (1876). While
Spurgeon has nothing but praise-worthy things to say
about John Calvin’s commentaries (and other stellar
Reformers,) others are black-and-blued by his discerning wit. Some samples of his colorful mastery of
words: On Hengstenberg’s commentary which sought
to reinvent the wheel by proving the genuineness of the
Pentateuch (the first five books of the Old Testament),
he writes: “The great author. . . reminds us of the king
who “Fought all his battles o’er again, And thrice he
routed all his foes, and thrice he slew the slain.” On
Joseph Caryl’s lengthy exposition of Job (which book

Caryl preached on for twenty-years): “Caryl must
have inherited the patience of Job to have completed
his stupendous task. . . .” On Robert Young’s short
commentary on the whole Bible: “To small to be of
any use. You cannot put the sea into a tea cup.” On
Thomas Dale’s running commentary on Ecclesiastes he
comments: “Mr. Dale says he is a man of one book,
and we are glad to hear it: for we should be sorry
for another book to suffer at his hands.” On George
Townsend’s Expository Sermons: “Sermons as good as
these are as plentiful as blackberries. Why were they
printed?” About Andrew Fuller’s Expository Discourses
on the book of Revelation, he wrote: “Fuller is too judicious to run into speculations. . . . Fuller called Faber
[George Stanley Faber, 1773-1854] ‘the Fortune-teller
of the Church,’ and there are others who deserve the
name.” On Hengstenberg’s Psalms: “A masterly work;
but about as dry as Gideon’s unwetted fleec.”
Comment: The fortune-telling prognosis is a keen
insight, for there’s a plethora of fortune-tellers who
read Revelation as if they sat before a crystal ball.
Spurgeon’s words also underscore a recurrent problem
with commentaries, especially in our day, which is that
so many lack unction.

5. A CLERGYMAN’S COMPASSION
AND WISDOM:
Phillips Brooks (1835-1893) was the lyricist of one
of the most popular Christmas hymns ever penned, O
Little Town of Bethlehem, which he wrote while visiting the Holy Land in 1868. Brooks also pastored
Trinity Church in Boston for many years, beginning
in 1869 and ending at his death in 1893.
While pastoring Trinity, a young man and his wife
with their small child occasionally attended the services,
but after the child died, the wife became deranged with
shock so that she refused to relinquish the baby, rocking the child as if he was still living. The unraveled and
unhappy father was exhorted by the landlady to visit
Phillips Brooks, which he did and was warmly received.
After hearing his story he determined to go with him to
visit his depressed wife and dead child.
While in the boarding house Brooks studied the
child and exclaimed, “What a beautiful child! Would
you let me rock him for a little while?”

The mother surrendered her child and allowed
Brooks to sit in her chair and rock her baby. After
some time and upon a signal from Brooks, her husband then led her out of the room where she was properly attended to. Brooks later attended the funeral and
sent flowers for the funeral service.

6. THAT EVERY MOUTH MIGHT BE
STOPPED
American actor and showman W.C. Fields (18791946) was an entrenched agnostic. But on his death
bed someone found him reading the Bible; Fields
explained, “I’m looking for a loophole.”

7. THE WHOLE BOOK IS THROWN!
Among his other “crimes,” Covenanter James Guthrie (1612-1661) opposed the King of England’s claim
to be the head of the Church in Britain, arguing that
Christ’s Headship is an incommunicable attribute
that must not be usurped by any mortal. In response
a wordy indictment of his treason was drafted which
reveals not only Guthrie’s activities, but confirms the
old aphorism of ‘throwing the whole book at someone.’ The indictment read: “He did contrive, complot,
counsel, consult, draw up, frame, invent, spread abroad
or disperse – speak, preach, declaim or utter – divers and
sundry vile seditions and treasonable remonstrances, declarations, petitions, instructions, letters, speeches, vilifying
and contemning, slander and reproach of His Majesty,
his progenitors, his person, majesty dignity, authority,
prerogative royal, and government.”
Later, he was decapitated and his head was lifted on a
pike above the Netherbow Port of Edinburgh where it
remained quite bleached for the next 27 years. Finally,
a courageous student for the Gospel ministry, Sandie
Hamiliton, climbed the mordant Port at risk of life
and limb, and removed the skull, reverently, before
burying it.

8. MISINTERPRETING A MELTDOWN
In 1989 Pastor Dennis Roe of our own Reformed
Church was zealously welcomed by a church near
Lahore, Pakistan while visiting in behalf of Westminster Biblical Missions. The occasion for his visit was the
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"For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family in heaven and earth
is named, that He would grant you, according to the riches
of His glory, to be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith.
(Eph 3:14-17b)

annual graduation for their Biblical literacy program.
In this program a presiding minister uses the Bible as
a primer to school the scholars in the English translation of the word of God. The event is “the main event
of the main event” so that the Pakistani brothers were
thrilled to host the event, especially with a visiting
American pastor. To honor their guest the ladies (both
young and old) lined the walkway that funnels into the
Church, and threw rose petals at Pastor Roe, while others crowned him with leis of florid roses. It was a triumphant welcome and as Pastor Roe entered the Church
his eyes became spigots of tears with mucous even
flowing from his nose. The people deduced that his loving meltdown was caused both by their extraordinary
hospitality and his joy in the graduates who mastered
the literacy program. But unbeknownst to them (and
unsettling to him when he realized they misinterpreted
his “halo data”) was that his streaming face and damp
sleeves were produced by allergens.

9. SUPERSTITIONS GALORE
In the 19th century Russians affiliated with the Russian Orthodox Church were steeped in superstition,
much of which remains to this day. For example the
icons in the church were the occasion of much idolatry and false worship. But idolatry wasn’t the only sin:
for example, throughout Russia a yawn elicited the
making of the sign of the cross in front of the mouth,
lest the Devil enter in; and a threefold sneeze was a
summons for someone to chime, “God bless you,” lest
calamity overtake the sneezer.
Comment: In the United States, even a solo sneeze
often unleashes a series of superstitious benedictions.
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10. THE BEST BREAD BAKED IN THE
FURNACE OF AFFLICTION
Ignatius was one of the early martyrs of the Christian Church, being martyred in the amphitheater in
Rome, before it was called the Coliseum. When the
Emperor Trajan (98-117 A.D.) sentenced him to
be the ‘main course’ of a lion-feast, Ignatius gallantly
stood his ground and said: “I am God’s grain, to be
ground between the teeth of wild beasts, so that I
may become a holy loaf for the Lord.” The lions were
released until nothing remained of Ignatius except his
bones which were buried by Christians, who were
confident that Ignatius’ soul was happily present with
the Lord, awaiting the resurrection.

11. TRADITION REIGNS SUPREME
Does the Roman Catholic Church ever really
change? Cardinal Wojtyla (later known as Pope Paul
II and billed as one of Rome’s most progressive Popes)
visited the United States in 1978. At a symposium of
priests, he was asked when Catholic priests would be
permitted to marry. He answered from a popular British song of World War I: “It’s a long way to Tipperary,
it’s a long way to go.” (Luckily for him, the Pope omitted the next stanza, which reads : “To the sweetest girl
I know”!)
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Rev. Jim West
Sacramento, CA

Salvation Accomplished

(Or, the Perseverance of the Saints):
A Devotional on the Fifth Head of Doctrine
of the Canons of Dort
Delivered to the 273rd Synod of the RCUS
May 23, 2020

W

hen Tammy and I celebrated our 10th anniversary, I took her on a weeklong cruise
around the western Caribbean. Having never been at
sea before I worried a little about seasickness ruining
our fun. I was concerned that the movement of the boat
on the ocean would make things uncomfortable for us.
For the most part the ocean was very calm. On our
last day out, however, we left Venezuela and cut across
open ocean to head back to Puerto Rico. That day a
strong wind was blowing out of the northeast and the
seas were quite rough. The huge boat plunged down
one wave and rocked over another. We never became
ill, but many did. I wondered how awful it would be to
be at sea and truly in a storm.
The Bible recounts several such storms. During
one, the men aboard the ship were frightened. They
were sure that they were going to die. The storm had
been raging all night and it appeared that all would be
lost. I am referring to the account of Paul’s shipwreck
on Malta, recorded in Acts 27. It occurred in winter,
not during sailing weather and Paul had advised them
not to set out. But they had, and now they were caught
in the storm, and the sailors wished they hadn’t gone.
I can imagine Paul told them, “I told you so.” Let’s read
part of the account, verses 21-32 together.
21 “But after long abstinence from food, then Paul
stood in the midst of them and said, ‘Men, you should
have listened to me, and not have sailed from Crete
and incurred this disaster and loss. 22 And now I urge
you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life among
you, but only of the ship. 23 For there stood by me this
night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom
I serve, 24 saying, “Do not be afraid, Paul; you must be
brought before Caesar; and indeed God has granted
you all those who sail with you.”

25 ‘Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that
it will be just as it was told me. 26 However, we must
run aground on a certain island.’
27 Now when the fourteenth night had come, as we
were driven up and down in the Adriatic Sea, about
midnight the sailors sensed that they were drawing
near some land. 28 And they took soundings and
found it to be twenty fathoms; and when they had gone
a little farther, they took soundings again and found it
to be fifteen fathoms. 29 Then, fearing lest we should
run aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors
from the stern, and prayed for day to come.
30 And as the sailors were seeking to escape from
the ship, when they had let down the skiff into the sea,
under pretense of putting out anchors from the prow,
31 Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless
these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved.’ 32
Then the soldiers cut away the ropes of the skiff and
let it fall off.”
Now, I want you to note two verses carefully. First,
verse 22: “And now I urge you to take heart, for there
will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship.”
This was not a case of Paul using wishful thinking
here. He was not just being positive. Rather, he was
telling them what an angel had promised him: everyone be saved, even though they would be shipwrecked.
Now, let’s look at verse 31 again. “Paul said to the
centurion and the soldiers, ‘Unless these men stay in
the ship, you cannot be saved.’”
Do you see the tension? On the one hand, Paul
warned them that the ship would run aground and
be lost, but every man aboard would be saved. But, on
the other hand, they had to stay in the boat. Despite
the angel’s promise that no one would be lost, some
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doubted and tried to get away. So, Paul warned the
soldiers to keep the sailors onboard or they would all
be lost.
So. . . which was it? Would they be saved? Or would
they be lost? Is this an example of a contradiction in
the Bible? (Let me assure you, it isn’t. We’ll deal with
the tension between the promise and the warning as
we work our way through the passage.) Be warned:
today’s message will likely stretch your mind as we
look at the similar tension we encounter in the Bible,
regarding our own salvation.
Have you ever thought of the Christian life like
being on a ship? You embark at the Cross, travel
through your lives, and, along the way, you encounter
both smooth and rough water on your journey. Life
sometimes also has raging storms. Will you survive?
Will you ultimately reach your destination?
John Bunyan wrestled with the issue in his book,
The Pilgrim’s Progress. (If you’ve never read it, do so! If
older English is difficult for you, there are many fine
modern English versions available.)
In the story Christian leaves the City of Destruction, bound for the Celestial City. On the way he
encountered many dangers: The Swamp of Despond
(an older word that meant dejection or depression),
Doubting Castle with its owner, the Giant Despair,
Vanity Fair, with all of its glamorous distractions,
and Bypass Meadow. In every one of those instances,
Christian left the King’s Highway. The reader is left
wondering, would he arrive at the Celestial City or
perish along the way?
Like Christian, we are also on a journey from the
Cross to glory. Along the way, we, too, encourage
dangers: crises of faith, temptations to sin, and other
things deadly to our souls. Will we arrive safely at our
journey’s end or will we be lost along the way?
I was tasked with speaking on the Fifth Head of
Doctrine, commonly known as “Perseverance of the
Saints.” This is a much-misunderstood doctrine, even
in Reformed circles. Many people confuse it with the
teaching of eternal security, what the Fifth Head calls
“the preservation of the saints.” It is commonly called
“eternal security,” the idea that once you are saved, you
will always be saved. While both teachings are biblical, and found in the Fifth Head of Doctrine, eternal
security is but a small facet of perseverance. Today we
will talk a bit about both, comparing and contrasting
them, and then consider how the teaching of perseverance should affect our lives. We’ll do this by asking
and answering a few questions.
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First, what are the differences between preservation, (the term used by the Fifth Head of Doctrine,
which I will use from now on) and perseverance?
Preservation could be defined as the ongoing act
of God whereby He keeps His elect in the faith. It
is God’s work of grace to you. Its focus is on the certainty of our final salvation in light of our necessity to
continue in the faith. When the Bible speaks of preservation, it always uses the language of certainty.
Take, for instance, John 10:27-29: “27 My sheep
hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never
perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out of My
hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is
greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them
out of My Father’s hand.”
Did you hear that? Christ promises that it is
impossible for his people to be lost. Many other, similar passages declare the same thing, demonstrating the
absolute certainty that Christ will keep His own.
Perseverance, on the other hand, is God’s saving
grace being worked out in and through the believer,
as he continues in obedient faith over his life. It is
God’s gracious act in and through me, not to me.
When the Bible discusses perseverance, it always uses
the language of contingency. Let’s look at a couple of
examples:
1 Corinthians 15:1-2: “1 Moreover, brethren, I
declare to you the gospel which I preached to you,
which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by
which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word
which I preached to you – unless you believed in
vain.”
Colossians 1:21-23: “21 And you, who once were
alienated and enemies in your mind by wicked works,
yet now He has reconciled 22 in the body of His flesh
through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and
above reproach in His sight – 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and are not
moved away from the hope of the gospel which you
heard, which was preached to every creature under
heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”
Notice the language of contingency in these two
verses. You will only be saved IF you continue in the
faith. So. . . which is it? Does God absolutely keep us,
so that we will finally be saved? Or can we fall away
and ultimately be lost?
Part of the confusion here comes from how most
view salvation. Most view salvation as an event. I did
not grow up in Reformed circles and this was how
I thought. I heard many sermons in which we were

asked, “When were you saved?” What they were referring to was the moment in time when we were converted. Salvation was equated with conversion. In
my circles, knowing when you “got saved” was very
important. As a young person, I was tormented by
the fact that I couldn’t remember when I “got saved.”
It troubled me so much, that I actually asked Christ
to save me again, so I could write a date down in my
Bible! It was years before I realized two things: first, I
had, indeed, been converted as a child (even though I
couldn’t remember the date) and second, I had been
taught to place my faith in the calendar and not Christ!
I was an adult before I learned the Reformed,
which is to say, the biblical, perspective: salvation is
a process, not an event. Conversion is only a part of
that process. The Bible teaches that there is a sense
in which we have been saved, that is, we were chosen
from the foundation of the world, though salvation
was applied to us in time, at the moment of belief. The
Bible also teaches that there is a sense in which we
are being saved. That occurs in this life, as the Spirit
sanctifies us, molding us into Christ’s image. The Bible
also teaches that there is a sense in which we will be
saved, that is, ultimately, at Christ’s return, we will be
ushered into eternal glory.
Many Christians deny preservation. We call many
of them Arminians. They say that there is no way that
anyone can know that they are saved. They insist that
Christians can and do fall away.
Others deny perseverance, having a kind of “Calminan” view. They claim to believe in eternal security, the
notion that once you are saved you are always saved, no
matter what you do or how you live. One well-known
Baptist preacher once illustrated eternal security as
being on a plane, flying from New York to Los Angeles. He said that he could do anything he wanted to on
the plane, but he would still make it to Los Angeles.
(Of course, times have changed since 9/11.) That is
not remotely biblical!
So, what, secondly, is the relationship between the
perseverance and preservation? Is preservation God’s
part in salvation and perseverance ours? No! That is
heresy, as it ultimately reduces salvation to works. But
we know that all of salvation is of God’s gracious work
from beginning to end.
So how do we resolve the question? Well, what
does the Bible say? Let’s look at a few passages.
First, 2 Peter 1:3-11: “3 as [God’s] divine power
has given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called
us by glory and virtue, 4 by which have been given

to us exceedingly great and precious promises, that
through these you may be partakers of the divine
nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust. 5 But also for this very reason,
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue
knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8
For if these things are yours and abound, you will be
neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is
shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that
he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble; 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you
abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.”
Peter certainly does not see a contradiction. In this
passage he teaches that God promises to keep us yet
gives us the responsibility of persevering.
Paul speaks in a similar vein in Philippians 2:12-13:
“12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my
absence, work out your own salvation with fear and
trembling; 13 for it is God who works in you both to
will and to do for His good pleasure.”
Paul did not see the two ideas conflicting, either.
Here he says that God is at work in us, therefore,
work!
The Bible does not present these two ideas as conflicting, rather, they are complementary. They are two
sides of the same coin. So, how do we reconcile the
two ideas?
Let’s answer by way of illustration, using another
point of TULIP. I have often been asked, “If God
has already determined who will be saved, then why
bother preaching the gospel? God is going to do what
God is going to do.”
And, of course, we would reply that God has,
indeed, ordained, those will be saved, but He has also
ordained the means by which they will be saved, the
preaching of the gospel. In the same way, Paul was
promised that everyone on the boat would be saved,
but they had to stay in the boat. God had determined
their salvation, but He had also determined the means
of their salvation, staying “on the boat.”
Similarly, God has determined our final salvation. He has chosen to call us and cause us to persevere. However, if someone professes to believe and
turns back from Christ, he will be lost. The Apostle
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John plainly tells us that in 1 John 2:19: “They went
out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had
been of us, they would have continued with us; but
they went out that they might be made manifest, that
none of them were of us.”
Similarly, our Lord warned in Matthew 7:22-23:
“22 Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your
name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And
then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’” Did you hear
that? There will not just be some, but many professing
Christians in hell, who will be surprised to be there.
Is perseverance necessary for final salvation, then?
Yes! Final salvation is defined as those who “stay in the
boat.” Christ said in John 15:5-6, “5I am the vine, you
are the branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him,
bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.
6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a
branch and is withered; and they gather them and
throw them into the fire, and they are burned.”
Many soften this passage by saying it refers to professing Christians only. But warning passages like this
have been put there to warn all believers to stay in
the boat. Others say it means you won’t get as many
rewards, if you don’t persevere. Jesus is reinterpreted.
His words of rejection are glossed over.
When Tammy and I lived in Colorado, I used to
like driving over high mountain passes. My wife didn’t.
For one thing, she is afraid of heights. For another, I
always got close to the edge, because I wanted to see
over. Sometimes she would punch my arm and tell me
to get away from the guardrails. There are many guardrails in Colorado passes. They are there to keep cars
on road. How foolish it would be to bang up against
them! They are there to warn us to stay on road, just
like the warning passages of Scripture. Passages like
Hebrews 10 are for us! Stay on the boat!
These two doctrines go together. Preservation is
God’s promise to us. Perseverance is God’s ordained
means of salvation, just as the preaching of the Gospel is His ordained means of calling the Elect. If you
persevere in obedient faith, you can be sure that you
will arrive safely. If you profess Christ yet persist in
disobedience and sin, you have no reason to be sure
that you are truly saved.
Finally, what does this mean for us? First, this doctrine makes us take the Christian life seriously. Gallup
polls show that the number of Christians in this country is constantly increasing, yet society is not becoming
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godlier. Why? Because many think all they must do is
profess faith in Christ and they are saved. How you live
does not have any bearing on your salvation. But the
Bible makes clear that we are called to obedient faith.
That raises an important question: At what point
does persistence in sin and disobedience belie a lack
of salvation? I don’t know. We all sin at times but if
we are truly Christ’s we will repent. If you are off the
path today, if you have gotten out of the boat, beware!
Get back in!
Secondly, this doctrine helps us stick close to Jesus.
Before graduating, I did a squad-level, nighttime land
navigation exercise during basic training. Let me tell
you, the woods of southern Missouri are pitch black
at night! During the exercise, we walked in single file
through the woods. Only the first man had a compass
and map. Everyone had pieces of glow-in-the-dark
tape on the back of their helmets, called cat eyes. You
had to stay very close to the person in front, watching
the cat eyes, or you would become lost. If you stayed
close, you were guaranteed to arrive safely. Brothers, it
is dangerous not to follow Christ! The warning passages in Scripture are to be taken seriously and are
there for our benefit. Final salvation is the promise.
Staying in the boat is the means. If you are here today
and name the name of Christ, yet persist in hardhearted, unrepentant sin, these words should terrify
you. You have no reason to think that you are saved.
Repent of your sins. Turn to Christ for mercy. Get
into the boat and stay there!
Finally, this doctrine ought to be a source of encouragement for those of us who truly are saved. Listen
to the words of Hebrews 6:9-11: “9 But, beloved, we
are confident of better things concerning you, yes,
things that accompany salvation, though we speak in
this manner. 10 For God is not unjust to forget your
work and labor of love which you have shown toward
His name, in that you have ministered to the saints,
and do minister. 11 And we desire that each one of
you show the same diligence to the full assurance of
hope until the end.” Yes, the Bible does contain warnings of danger, but God Himself is at work in us. He
will keep his own. He will cause his own to persevere
in obedient faith. Stay in the boat, and you will arrive
in glory on blessed day. Amen.
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Introducing Henry Bullinger
The Protestant Reformers
One of the sad situations in the Conservative
Reformed Churches today is that we have forgotten
many of the facts and the great men who produced the
fine biblical doctrines Reformed folks today believe and
find written in their creeds. It seems that only the name
of John Calvin is one that is familiar these days. Nevertheless two facts are important to know; first, John
Calvin is only one of several fine theologians who both
searched the Scriptures and formulated the teachings
they found there. Second, Calvin was a second generation theologian whose genius, and it surely was Godgiven genius, was to spend his whole active life working
diligently to organize and state the Reformed faith as
accurately as possible and apply that faith to the life of
the Christian community. One of the great Reformers
who both preceded Calvin, worked alongside of Calvin
in mutual respect and friendship, and who then outlived Calvin by ten years, was Henry Bullinger.
Henry Bullinger was the pastor who replaced
Ulrich Zwingli in Zurich, Switzerland, and thus
became leader of the Swiss Reformation. He was
also the author of the largest and most widely used
Reformed Creed, the Second Helvetic Confession
which was adopted in more nations than even the Heidelberg Catechism. Finally, Bullinger was the author
of the earliest exposition of the Covenant of Grace,
which has become a central doctrine of all Reformed
Churches. His 38 page, “Brief Exposition of the One
and Only Testament or Covenant of God.” was written in1534 (two years before Calvin’s first edition of
his Institutes of the Christian Religion) and consists
of a complete tour of the Bible’s covenantal teaching.
Indeed, two American authors, Charles McCoy and
J. Wayne Baker, have entitled their book on Bullinger,
“Fountainhead of Federalism,” with the subtitle “Heinrich Bullinger and the Covenantal Tradition” (the
words “federal” and “covenantal” are synonyms, “federal” usually being applied to government, and “covenantal” being applied to theology.

Bullinger and the Pioneer Reformers
There were two primary Reformation movements,
one in Germany led by Martin Luther and a second
led in Switzerland by Ulrich Zwingli. Luther began
his reformation on October 31, 1517 by posting 95

Theses for discussion on the door of the Church in
Wittenburg, Germany. Ulrich Zwingli, who in 1506
had already been taught by Thomas Wyttenbach at the
University of Basel that “the death of Christ alone is
the price of the forgiveness of sins,” began a Reformation in Switzerland while at his second pastorate in
Einsiedeln, There he in 1516 preached against praying
to the “Black Virgin” statue that many made pilgrimages to see and declared that God is the only one to
whom we ought to pray.
Zwingli does not report a dramatic conversion experience, probably because by the time he entered his first
pastorate at Glarus, he had well digested the teachings
of Wyttenbach, who lectured on Romans and rejected
the idea of indulgences, and other like-minded teachers at Basel. By the time Zwingli was called in 1519 to
be the preaching priest at the great cathedral church in
Zurich, he was ready to preach directly from the text
of the Bible, which he did by preaching through the
Gospel of Matthew having with him in the pulpit only
the Greek text of that Gospel. Zwingli had become an
expert in Greek and had memorized large portions of
the New Testament in Greek. He also spent much time
learning to read Hebrew in order to preach accurately
from the Old Testament. One should perhaps not
be surprised that by the time Zwingli had preached
through the Gospel of Matthew, a large portion of the
population of Zurich were Christians.
One falsehood about Zwingli that is quite current today is that he believed that the Lord’s Supper
was only a memorial of Christ’s death and nothing
more. A rather strong witness against this canard is
our friend Martin Luther. Luther and Zwingli met at
Marburg in Germany in 1529 to discuss their teachings. Zwingli realized that the Reformation would
eventually bring war from the Roman Catholics and so
was happy to seek agreement. Luther came reluctantly
at the order of his ruler. The Lutherans brought a list
of fifteen points, to fourteen of which the Reformed
agreed. The point on which no agreement was possible
was the Lutheran view that Christ is physically present in the Lord’s Supper. Now when the discussions
had ended, Luther wrote a letter to his wife telling her
that he would soon be on the way home. In that letter
Luther says, “We have reached agreement virtually on
every point, except that our opponents wanted to have
mere bread in the Lord’s Supper and acknowledge
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Henry Bullinger

Christ spiritually in the bread.” Zwingli cannot possibly be anything but a part of Luther’s “opponents” who
held that Christ is spiritually in the bread. Thus the
Supper is much more than a memorial, but we must
not forget that it is indeed a memorial of Christ’s death
as well. Jesus himself commanded, “do this in remembrance of me.”
Zwingli and Bullinger faced a rebellion in Zurich
from a small group of folks who demanded believers
Baptism only and Baptism by immersion. As part of
their defense of infant Baptism Zwingli and Bullinger
claimed a unity between the Old and New Testaments,
and thus worked out a theology of the Covenant of
Grace. This is why Bullinger was able to produce a
whole covenant theology in 1534, only three years
after Zwingli died in battle in 1531. Bullinger’s “One
and Only. . .” is quite complete. It begins with a definition of the Hebrew and Greek words for covenant,
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answers virtually all the questions about membership
in the Covenant, discusses how the Covenant was
administered differently in both Testaments, as well
as their unity, and ends by proclaiming that covenant
theology makes it clear that Christianity is the oldest
religion of all.
Bullinger wrote what became the Second Helvetic
Confession as a personal testimony to his children,
and it became public when he sent a copy to Fredrick
the Elector of the Palatinate to help him defend his
Heidelberg Catechism at a meeting of the Electors
of the “Holy Roman Empire” at Augsburg Germany.
After that it was adopted by the Reformed Churches
of Switzerland as their national confession.
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ChurchNews
First Reformed Church in Herreid, SD
First Reformed Church in Herreid, SD had many
blessings from the Lord over the past year.
Trevor and Trey Sayler were examined and
confirmed.
Matthew Beck was ordained and installed as elder.

Also, in June, Aaron and Ashlee Kocher made a
profession of faith becoming members at FRC. They
have a daughter named Paislee and a second child
on the way!! Please keep them all in your prayers.

Providence RCUS of Verrmillion, SD

The congregation of Providence
RCUS, Vermillion, SD was delighted
to welcome Josiah Horner as a
communicant member, on June 30,
2019, upon dismission from
Providence RCUS, Rock Springs, WY.
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Providence RCUS of Verrmillion, SD

“Providence RCUS
of Verrmillion, SD
celebrated the
confirmation of
four youth on
June 2, 2019.
Pictured with Pastor
Opp are:
Bea Nelson,
Abby Veldman,
Luke Van Peursem,
and
Amanda Veldman.”

Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE
On Sunday morning, July 7, 2019, Teresa Hahn, Curt & Nadine Griess, and Judy Reeves
were received into membership at Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE.
We praise the Lord as He continues to add members to the Hope congregation!
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Singles Conference
ATTENTION 18 to 65 year old Christian singles!
You are invited to the Second Annual Christian Singles’ Conference at Hope
Reformed Church, Sutton, NE.
Supper will be provided on Friday evening, breakfast on Saturday morning, and lunch on Saturday
afternoon. Some housing will be available and there are comfortable rooms available at the
Fox Hollow Motel (402-773-4464), which is one block from the church building.
To sign up for the conference, please go to www.
hopereformedchurch.com, click the “Contact” tab,
and send a message including your name, phone,
age, home church, and if you would like to stay with
a host family.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
The conference will begin with supper and
fellowship on Friday evening, October 18, 5:30 PM.
A lecture will follow at 7:00-8:00 PM. A time of board
games will follow the lecture and then a bonfire is
planned, depending upon the weather.
Saturday morning will begin with breakfast at 7:00
AM in the church basement. A lecture will follow at
8:00-9:00 AM, then a time of fellowship and snacks.
Closing lecture will be taught at 10:30-11:30 AM, and
then lunch will be served.
The three lectures will be taught by Pastor Lee
Johnson, Pastor Jim Sawtelle, and Pastor Scott Henry.
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