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It’s been said that the Canons of Dort is one of the most famous yet least
read creeds. There is much to gain by delving into the fruit of the great theological minds lengthily gathered to hammer out this resoundingly scriptural
rebuttal against Arminianism. Since we are observing the 400th anniversary
of the Synod of Dort which produced this creed, it’s an especially opportune
time to encourage familiarity with its yet so relevant articles.
We are blessed with the ready availability of the “The Canons of Dort”
in various print and electronic editions, and you readers of the Reformed
Herald most likely have your own copy, hopefully not just gathering dust
on a shelf or in some forgotten file on your smart device. But, if so, may
you blow off the dust, retrieve that file and read/study this famous creed
we “Three Forms of Unity” church members confess, and may it become
beloved to you for its comfort and encouragement for a life of true faith.
We who were catechized or completed a new member class might not
even need review to bring to mind this creed’s well-known acronym TULIP
as a summary of the five main points of doctrine in rebuttal to the five specific articles of the Arminian Remonstrance. Oh, go ahead, recite right now
what each letter stands for!
This editorial is aiming to just highlight some of this creed’s articles, hopefully as a catalyst to your delving more fully into its oh so worthwhile entirety.
It’s a humbling creed for it lays out, from the Holy Scriptures, the truth
that all men have sinned in Adam, and God would have done no injustice
in leaving them all to perish. And not only that, but in our depravity, and
left on our own, and believing the foolishness of the age, we are prone
think that at least deep down, we’re good, and if we do need any mercy
from God we are able ourselves to grab hold of it. But the Scriptures, as this
creed so clearly sets forth this truth, teach the exact opposite of what we’d
like to believe about ourselves; we are not good, but deserving of eternal
death on account of our sin against the holy God. And we do not want Him
as our Lord God and are incapable and unwilling to believe in Him, love
and serve Him. And the cause of our guilt and unbelief is in us because of
our depravity.
But then, good news from Article 2, First Head of Doctrine, The Canons
of Dort: (bold print is wording of Canons of Dort, italicized is its quote of
Scripture) But in this the love of God was manifested, that He sent His
only begotten Son into the world, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life (I John 4:9; John 3:16). The next article tells
us that God sent the messengers of the gospel, and in Article 4 we read this
truth: “The wrath of God abides upon those who believe not the gospel.
But such as receive it and embrace Jesus the Savior by a true and living
faith are by Him delivered from the wrath of God and from destruction,
and have the gift of eternal life conferred upon them.”
Why do some receive the gift of faith from God and others do not?
Article 6 of this same Head tells us that this determination proceeds from
God’s eternal decree. What comfort it is to be assured that if we indeed are
believers in the Jesus Christ of the gospel it is by God’s sovereign elective
will that He graciously softens the heart of the elect, however obstinate,
and inclines them to believe (Article 6, First Head of Doctrine).
And then hear these wonderfully comforting and encouraging words
based on God’s fulfilling His decree of election. May you read this following article 7 of the first Head of Doctrine unto reverence and thanks-living
in awe of God’s sovereign grace and mercy and love to you in Jesus Christ:
Election is the unchangeable purpose of God, whereby, before
the foundation of the world, He has out of mere grace, according to the sovereign good pleasure of His own will, chosen from the

whole human race, which had fallen through their
own fault from their primitive state of rectitude into
sin and destruction, a certain number of persons
to redemption in Christ, whom He from eternity
appointed the Mediator and Head of the elect and the
foundation of salvation. This elect number, though
by nature neither better nor more deserving than
others, but with them involved in one common misery, God has decreed to give to Christ to be saved
by Him, and effectually to call and draw them to His
communion by His Word and Spirit; to bestow
upon them true faith, justification, and sanctification; and having powerfully preserved them in the
fellowship of His Son, finally to glorify them for the
demonstration of His mercy, and for the praise of the
riches of His glorious grace; as it is written: Just as

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without blame before Him
in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons
by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good
pleasure of His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace,
by which He has made us accepted in the Beloved (Eph.
1:4–6). And elsewhere, Whom He predestined, these He
also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified (Rom 8:30).
The Canons of Dort: such a worthwhile read!

rh
George Horner
Editor

Report on the 34th Annual Meeting
of Covenant East Classis
Napoleon, Ohio, March 2019

T

he Covenant East Classis convened its annual
stated meeting on March 5, 2019, at Peace
Reformed Church in Napoleon, Ohio. As has been a
recent tradition for Classis, the delegates gathered the
night before the meeting for a book discussion. Rev.
Ron Potter led the conversation on Rosaria Butterfield’s The Gospel Comes with a House Key. As a former member of the Presbytery of the Midwest of the
Orthodox Presbyterian Church for over a decade and
now a member of this Classis, I was eager to observe
how the brothers did the business of the regional
church. I was not disappointed.
The 34th annual meeting began with President Rev.
Kyle Sorensen’s inspiring devotions from Joshua 24,
titled “From Survival to Revival.” As one part of his
message, Rev. Sorensen offered a ministerial reality
check by sharing membership losses that come by way
of discipline, transfers, and deaths. He also presented
the challenge to the brothers to remain faithful in
their respective church offices by holding fast to their
vows and seeking to be strong and courageous in the
way of the Lord.

A quorum was declared with 11 ministers and 9
elders present. Rev. Sorensen was elected President
of Classis, Rev. Christopher Campbell was elected
Vice President, and Rev. Steve Carr was elected
Stated Clerk. The fraternal delegate Rev. Dylan
Rowland from the Ohio Presbytery of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church was welcomed and later
addressed the body, extending greetings and gratitude for the training he received from Heidelberg
Theological Seminary.
Per the order of the agenda, various permanent
committee reports were presented, along with the
presidential report on the state of the church. One
of the distinctive features of an RCUS Classis meeting is the reading of the parochial report by each pastor followed by prayer from an elder. This is a special
time when challenges and celebrations are heard, and
I was impressed by the level of detail and the passion
expressed by each minister. In my presbyterial past,
the only real glances that we received at our presbytery meetings regarding each other’s fellowships were
general reports given by church visitation committees
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and perhaps concerns that arose from the committee
that examined the minute books of the local churches.
In the parochial reports, the angst to elation as relayed
by each pastor was met with empathy, encouragement,
love, and above all prayer by the Classis.
Another fine feature of a Classis meeting is the
asking and answering of constitutional questions
from the floor. Each representative elder is required
to respond to the inquiry pertaining to the physical
and spiritual needs of the pastor and congregation. I
suppose this could be considered a perfunctory item
in the agenda with elders rattling off a litany of “yes”
(everything is in good and decent order) responses,
but that is not what happened. Two different elders
noted that on the question in providing spiritual nurture for their respective congregations through church
visitation, the answer was a qualified “yes,” meaning
yes it was happening, but it was either not complete
due to providential hindrances, or it was improving.
I was impressed by this degree of forthrightness, as
it would be an easy temptation for any consistory to
say it has met the constitutional obligations for physical and spiritual nurturing, but to have elders publicly
respond before the body of the regional church, knowing it will be recorded in the minutes, maintains a level
of priority that is laudable.
Some months ago, Rev. Win Groseclose requested
to become a ministerial member of Covenant East
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Classis. He currently serves as the senior minister of
St. John’s (Burry’s) Church (Rochester, Pennsylvania),
an independent fellowship in the United Evangelical
Protestant tradition that sprang from a historic German Reformed movement prevalent in the Ohio Valley during the 18th and 19th centuries. Rev. Groseclose
had previously labored in OPC and PCA contexts
and had served as a chaplain. He is also an adjunct
professor of Theology at the International Reformed
Theological Seminary of Donetsk, Ukraine. Rev.
Groseclose acquitted himself well during his examination, displaying knowledge of theological loci and a
passion for serving his Lord and the congregation he
oversees. He preached on Deuteronomy 25:11-12 for
the Tuesday evening worship service.
On March 6, the second day of the stated meeting,
Rev. Tim Marinelli led the body in devotions, exhorting from 1 Corinthians 15:58. The message was well
delivered and resonated in the ears of Classis, as
Rev. Marinelli charged the body to remain “steadfast,
immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
After receiving some of the reports of standing committees, the classis then went into executive session.
Rev. Groseclose’s examination was declared satisfactory. The Classis decided it would need to hear more
of Rev. Groseclose’s preaching and receive a written
sermon before a determination on licensure could be

made. In all, it was a blessing to witness this brother
testify of his desire for the orthodox expression of the
Reformed faith. As Rev. Jay Fluck so aptly stated, “We
rejoice when a brother desires to come into the RCUS
with orthodoxy and enthusiasm.”
The Classis remained busy throughout its session.
At last year’s stated meeting, the Classis had erected a
committee to study the office of believer in the church
and report back to this year’s meeting. Since the study is
still ongoing, the report was moved to the next meeting.
A special advisory committee was formed to counsel
Heritage Reformed Church (Waymart, PA) concerning
challenges resulting from declining membership.
At the conclusion of the meeting, Elder Mike Altman
of the host church beautifully led devotions by read-

ing Psalm 86 and reminding us of God’s love, mercy,
and grace, and how we because of Him can remain
steadfast in our continued labors for the King. It was
indeed a blessing for this former Orthodox Presbyterian now to be a part of this mix of dedicated churchmen in which the collegiality of all basks in the grace
lavished upon us. How fitting that we began our time
with a book study on hospitality with the host church
Peace Reformed manifesting that hospitality before us
in the meals prepared and in this local congregation’s
gracious service.

rh

Reported by Rev. Chuck Muether
Oskaloosa, IA

President’s Report

to Covenant East Classis, March 6-7, 2018
Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

I

am once again humbled by the Lord God’s amazing grace to each of His churches in our Covenant
East Classis. The parochial reports reveal that God’s
people are being fed the gospel, are being confirmed
in that gospel through the sacraments, and are walking as disciples of Christ through the accountability
of church discipline. The “grace” factor is seen in that
none of us deserve God to pour out His love to us
in this way. The “grace” factor is further seen in that
what we have done with our feeble efforts to preach
this amazing gospel and to live as disciples is still full
of weakness, and even sometimes inconsistencies and
fears for the future. Yet here we are, a year later. How
can this still be? By the Lord’s amazing grace. Let us
remember that as we go about the business of both
this meeting and the daily activity of Christian ministry in our congregations.
Part of my constitutional duty as president of the
Executive Committee is to (along with the Committee) “serve as advisors in the amicable adjustment of
disputes in the administration of the affairs of the congregations” (Article 91). Rather than wait for poten-

tial troubles to get severe, I have tried to keep in touch
with all the pastors in the classis and pray for each
congregation through the course of the year. Sometimes, I have been contacted by pastors seeking advice
on concerns in their ministry or congregation. I feel
blessed to be able to talk with others and hope that I
have been able to point them in a direction which is
wise, Biblical, and pastoral for the long-term health of
the congregation. I do encourage more of this interaction among pastors and elders throughout the year,
not only with someone on the executive committee,
but especially with the fellow members of this classis.
Part of the work of classis is done through our permanent committees. The Interchurch Relations Committee has gone through a "reboot" and is making
more visits to more fraternal churches. This is commendable. Please continue to keep this work in your
prayers and let us give careful attention and prayer
to the reports we receive on God’s work among these
other corners of His Kingdom.
The Candidates and Credentials Committee is really
much more than the "examination arm" of a classis.
They are on the frontlines of inquiries from prospecMar-Apr 2019 | 5

tive new RCUS pastors. This year they have continued
that work and we look forward to the examination of
Rev. Winthrop Groseclose. We are also delighted to
hear of the first request to take a student-under-care of
our classis in several years. May God continue to raise
up laborers for the harvest.
Neither the Church Camp Committee nor the Special Committee on the Biblical teaching about the
office of believer in the church have submitted a report
to this meeting. Both committees have done work this
year within the classis, and we need these reports so
we can be encouraged by the knowledge of that work
as well as supervise that work as it continues into the
next year.
The Missions Committee was quite active this year
with several personal visitation committees. Each of
them mention that the local missionaries and members have faith and hope in God’s will, yet the blessing in numbers and finances is not what was hoped
for. I don’t know how best to do this, but it seems
to me that our missionaries and mission works could
benefit from some encouragement and open conversation from more of us in the Classis. Rather than
leaving this duty to the visiting committee alone, and
then all we do at a full Classis meeting is vote on continuing funding, is there a way we can provide more
pastoral oversight? Perhaps the Standing Committee
on Missions will meet with missionaries during the
meeting, or come up with a suggestion for this Classis
to consider.
The main work of our classis is done through the
local congregations. The Parochial Reports reveal the
clear focus on the 3 marks of the Christian Church.
They also reveal some unique suffering and challenges.
Several ministers have faced health difficulty in their
immediate families. In a few cases, there has been
remarkable healing, for which we give God thanks.
Another kind of suffering is that which is not only personal but corporate. Several parochial reports mention
an especially difficult way to lose a congregation member. I am not speaking of discipline, which is always
difficult. Rather, it is the death of a member who was a
foundational member to the congregation, whose faith
and legacy affected the rest of the congregation for
good. These losses continue to be felt, not only because
of the personal loss to the families, but because of the
loss of a fellow elder or leader who helped shoulder the
load of pastoral ministry. In such cases, dear brothers,
let us not forget to listen and believe the very words we
have preached in the hospital room and at the funerals.
God’s grace is truly sufficient for us, since we belong to
Him in body and soul, in life and in death.
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From West to East, a selective
summary of the parochial reports
follows
In Kansas City, Rev. Campbell is busy with all the
aspects of ordained ministry. One particular opportunity he has had is in the area of counseling. To better
serve the saints in this way, he is beginning continued
education to receive certification in biblical counseling.
In Northwest Arkansas, Rev. Carr describes forward
thinking methods in the sort of lessons he is teaching and in the plans for the youth. There remains a
great need for men who are both qualified and willing
to serve as officers, and attempts have been made to
address this, with limited success thus far.
In Hamburg, Rev. Schnabel reports around 20 regular visitors in recent weeks, with several families potentially joining soon. This is a real blessing, especially
for a rural church. People are flocking in because they
desire a faithful Reformed congregation. Hamburg
also celebrated their 150th Anniversary this year with
a special service and various events.
In Garner, Rev. Larson reports a focus on deepening
the maturity of the saints. Along with an annual Reformation Conference, he ministers to those in the local
nursing home and also to the youth and their guests
for their 3 week long Vacation Bible School.
In Eden Prairie, Rev. Kron describes an active life of
fellowship within the congregation. Their Wednesday
“Family Night” sounds quite interesting. One important challenge on the horizon is the search for their
own building. A committee is in place, and we should
keep this a matter of prayer.
In Minneapolis, both pastors report the joy which
the congregation experienced in all their labors to
host their first ever Synod meeting this past year. Rev.
Marinelli led a new evangelism effort of outreach Bible
studies during the Fall. Rev. Sawtelle reached a milestone of 25 years of ordained ministry this year. He
mentions a desire to improve in communicating the
gospel to the people of the congregation. “I understand now more than ever the value of simply spending
time with all ages of the congregation.”
In Manitowoc, Rev. Sorensen reports that the congregation remains faithful to the Lord, yet sufferings,
sickness, and death have threatened to take away the
joy of the Christian faith at times. The Lord has sent
several visitors and several new members are preparing
to join, which is a cause for joy. Also, the elders have
committed to a renewed visitation program of members, along with the pastor, to focus on encouragement of each household on their journey as disciples
of Christ.

President and Clerk Covenant East

In Napoleon, Rev. Altman reports a problem
with church growth. It is happening! New members are coming and new babies are being baptized. New bricks are also coming, Lord willing,
as the congregation takes steps to plan out a building addition to accommodate a growth in Sunday
School and Bible Study needs as well as fellowship
and kitchen area needs.
In Gettysburg, Rev. Fluck reports continued church
growth and the blessing of a new rental facility.
Although there have been adjustments, “we are still ‘a
city set on a hill’ even though the ‘hill’ is in a different
place.” The West Wing of this Gettysburg mission has
just started developing out in Oskaloosa, Iowa. With
the addition of Rev. Chuck Muether to the church for
the purpose of planting a mission work in Iowa, the
Consistory of Gettysburg is stretching the long arm
of supervision. Rev. Muether reports that it is a loving
and constructive supervision, and the mission is in its
infancy since they have only had worship services for a
few weeks. A great deal of groundwork and preparation was set down in advance, and there is promise for
the future.
In Waymart, Rev. Potter reports continued service
to the church in denominational work. He also con-

tinues to actively oversee (along with their two elders)
the church’s Blue Bell mission in greater Philadelphia.
He does report as well a bit of a set back with the
loss of a few members. The congregation, however, is
going through this trial with their hopes set firmly in
the Providence of God.
In last year’s President’s Report, I referenced some
overtures which were before us as showing a desire for a
maturity and clarity in our understanding of the proper
role of men and women in the life of the Church. I
said, “we should praise God for the call to deeper
unity through debate, Biblical discussion, and service
together. . . It is right for us as a classis to want to be
even more unified in our faith and practice. Let us be
patient and trusting of one another in that process.”
However, this year we hear of a congregation which
changed its voting privileges to include women as well
as men. Others may be considering this action too.
As we consider as a classis what sort of action to take,
if any, let us remember a few ground rules for our
debate as Christians. We are to be patient and trusting of one another, especially when we may disagree
with one another. We are to have and use a process
which is fitting and Biblical and consistent with our
vows and covenant as members of a denomination.
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In my feeble attempts to give some guidance to the
classis, I ask us all to consider what is the connection
between the following two Scriptures. Compare…
Psalm 133:1 - “Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!”
and 1 Corinthians 14:40 – “Let all things be done
decently and in order.”
The blessing of unity among the brethren, the reality of the experience of Biblical peace is seen and
expressed as we follow through with the Biblical order
and process that God provides in His Word.
The question of how men and women are to serve
God in His Church has always been a challenging
one for Christians. Our problems are not new. The
issue has intensified for Christians within our culture.
The issue has also intensified very quickly within our
Classis and denomination. We must guard our unity
and peace jealously. We must remember the love and
mutual trust we have built up with one another over
recent years, especially since we began our practice of
yearly roundtable discussions and more open discussions of parochial reports and the elders’ answers to the
Article 81 questions. I remind the members of classis
of the concerns expressed over twenty years ago by the
president of Synod at that time, Rev. Vernon Pollema.
In 1995, a Constitutional amendment passed by 2/3
vote at the Synod to define the voting membership of a
congregation as only male heads of household, 21 years
or older. The next year, 2 of the 4 classes had ratified
it (including Covenant East Classis), but an amendment required a third classis. With the amendment
failing, another matter became evident, Pollema noted.
What is the authority of any of our position papers,
since the RCUS has a position “that stipulates this very
thing (See Abstract 78:28). Are such position papers
merely pastoral advice or do they have binding authority? Clarification is needed.”

The clarification which the Synod president
requested was provided and agreed upon a few years
later. (See the year 2000 Abstract of Synod: 48-50)
Interestingly, part of that clarification states that “a
position paper is intended to be used to enlighten and
instruct the church on matters not spelled out in the
ordinances of the church, with the goal of promoting
unity within the church.” Are we using our positions
in this way, as a means to promote unity? IF we find
we cannot, what must we do so that we can continue
to preserve unity?
The same year Rev. Pollema advised the search for
clarification, he also warned of what could happen
as we debate and conduct ourselves on the way to
clarification. “Because of the split vote on the voting
issue, labels and reputations concerning ministers and
Classes are bound to arise, i.e., conservative, liberal, etc.
I dislike bringing this up, but I must. We have seen the
same thing happen in other denominations, including
those orthodox and reformed. That is another reason
why I believe that strict subscription vows and interclassis examinations will help to avoid such labels and
divisions.” Abstract 1996:40)
I certainly hope we are not labeling one another in
the Classis or denomination. Let us be alert to the
devil’s scheme to find any and every opportunity to
blunt the good work of the gospel which we are doing
in our congregations, our classis, and our denomination. Let us also remember that the peace of the local
congregation is directly connected to the peace we have
with the entire church. May we pray to the Prince of
Peace to guide us and preserve us with His “amazing
grace.” Without it, we will be torn apart. With it, we
shall know how good and pleasant it is for brothers to
dwell together in unity.
rh Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen

Let us be alert to the devil’s scheme to find any and every
opportunity to blunt the good work of the gospel which we are
doing in our congregations, our classis, and our denomination.
Let us also remember that the peace of the local congregation is
directly connected to the peace we have with the entire church.
May we pray to the Prince of Peace to guide us and preserve us
with His “amazing grace.”
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An overseer must be well thought
of by outsiders (1 Tim. 3:7)
Dear friends,
Being a pastor in a secularized environment
One of the markers of secularization in France which is to me at
the same time sad and amusing, is the rather disconcerted look
that appears on the face of many people when they ask me what
I do for a living. When I reply: I am a pastor, their mouth falls
open and they look somewhat puzzled. I may as well have said:
I am a drug trafficker, or I am the leader of a dangerous sect.
Very few will ask me what being a pastor implies. I presume
they find it somewhat threatening. Let me illustrate this. In one
instance, we had invited a newly-wed (middle aged) couple for a
light dinner at our home. The husband, an event organizer and
DJ, spent a good two hours explaining his job to me in the
minutest detail, sharing his excitement about what he is doing,
the nitty-gritty of being a professional DJ, his project to set up a
future event venue in town because apparently there is a
tremendous need for it. Though I have never set foot in a
discotheque (see, in my youth I used to attend concerts and the
opera in Paris, having quite different taste from our guests…) I
made sure I reacted with genuine interest and asked pertinent
questions. And so, trying my best to be a polite host, I did not
interrupt the flow of his fascinating explanations. It must have
been 10PM when he eventually asked me what I did. A deafening
silence followed the gloomy announcement… A dark cloud
suddenly fell on the conversation. His facial expression seemed
to indicate real dismay. Later during that long evening, I was
unexpectedly told that he had sorted his own personal issues and
that in his own eyes his life was in good order. I took it to be an
indirect way of leading me to understand that no preaching, no
call to face God and his Word was needed at all, in case I might
want to engage in such unwelcome talk (which I had not done).

What kind of Christian witness can you bring in this type of
situation? I always recall Paul’s recommendations to
Timothy regarding overseers (1 Tim. 3), particularly how
they should be perceived by outsiders: He must be soberminded, self-controlled, respectable (v. 2); moreover he must
be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into
disgrace, into a snare of the devil (v.7). Prayers before meals
when you have people eating at your table are a powerful way
to indicate to whom your thoughts and heart are turned to, for
no one can deny you (as yet!) the right to pray in your own
home.

Da Vinci’s last painting, St John the Baptist,
expresses a clear androgynous physical and
spiritual ideal.
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A strong Reformation is needed
in our own midst

Further strides into secularization

Seminar on the foundations of the Church

The French Parliament had to reschedule its planned
debate about the legalization of surrogate motherhood
for lesbian couples and single mothers, as well as other
ethical and societal issues. It is still in the pipeline, but
the current political and social climate with its
continued contestation and unrest – made it too
dangerous for the government to stick to the original
schedule. It is quite significant that a member of the
presidential majority party (an avowed Roman
Catholic lady) has had the courage to denounce the
existence of a powerful pro LGBTQ lobby within the
national Parliament, despite intense peer pressure and
even threats of being excluded from the party.
Reflecting on these societal trends and the
advancement of the homosexual and transgender
agenda, I have just completed an article for our website
which points towards the recurrent androgynous myth
and ideal in our Western civilization, which has
copped up from time to time since the Greek
philosopher Plato spoke of it almost twenty-five
centuries ago. Today this ideal seems to be the source
of a new sort of “ecumenism”, uniting secularists, neopagans and even a host of church leaders, around a new
concept of being human: freedom from the malefemale distinction would thus become the prelude to
freedom from any other differences between
individuals, so that perfect equality may eventually
lead to a brave new world of perfect brotherhood in
the new humanistic Kingdom.
In the meantime, my series of videos on the Ten
Commandments is steadily growing, despite various
technical impediments which regularly hinder the
smooth production of these short expositions of God’s
Law.

Early in April I will be on my way to Orange (South of
France) in order to lead a series of seminars on the
foundations of the Church according to the New
Testament at a small local Evangelical church. I
believe there is a tremendous need to strengthen local
churches by showing them what Scripture teaches
about being Church/Body of Christ. Only if Christian
communities strive to become churches in the proper
– Biblical – sense, with full submission to the authority
of the only Head, the Lord Jesus-Christ, will there
remain some cement and salt capable of opposing the
total disintegration of our society and culture in the
above-mentioned idolatrous Kingdom. In this respect
a strong Reformation is needed in our own midst!
In His name
Rev Eric Kayayan

The city of Orange has a Roman theater built
during the reign of emperor August, whose
statue features in its center.

Please send your donations to the following address:
Reformed Faith & Life, P.O. Box 112, Lansing, IL 60438, U.S.A.
We are a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue Service
You can also click here to transfer your donation to our Pay Pal account
Web: www.foi-vie.org.za Email: erickayayan@gmail.com
Our South African bank account is at ABSA Bank, Menlyn, Pretoria, Rep. of South Africa
(name: Reformed Faith and Life; branch Menlyn; cheque account number: 40-4878 6755)
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Mercy!
What Ever Happened to Mercy?
W

hen we look at Bible translations after 1900
there is an interesting change. Translations
after 1900 have pretty much dropped the use of the
English word “mercy” to translate the Hebrew word
“chesed.” Looking at that one’s first reaction is to ask,
what is going on, had the Christian church missed
something, have we been translating “chesed” wrong
all these years? These years which we will see go back
to 200 years before Christ, when “chesed” was translated into Greek by the word “eleos” which clearly
means “mercy,” in the Septuagint translation made by
Jewish scholars in Alexandria Egypt between 285 and
235 BC.
The change away from “mercy” happened rather
abruptly, beginning with the American Standard Version Bible made in 1903, which changed the translation of “chesed” to “loving kindness,” a translation that
is possible but does not fit the circumstances of the
Bible’s use of “chesed” when “chesed” is used to define
God’s special kindness of forgiving sinners. When
“loving kindness” is used to translate God’s saving love
rather than His kindness in general, it is paralleled by
“mercy” in the same verse (there is another Hebrew
word that also means “mercy,” which is “ruchama.”
This change from “mercy” to the more general word
“love” is introduced in the Revised Standard Version
(RSV) of 1937 where “chesed” is translated “steadfast
love,” a translation that is continued in the English
Standard Version (ESV).
Now, how has this happened? Is there some historical event that might be responsible for this rather
dramatic change? What is dramatic about dropping
“mercy” in favor of “steadfast love”? Actually, quite a
lot. Take, for example what this means in the Second
Commandment, which in the ESV, etc., using “steadfast love,” changes the meaning of salvation by mercy
into earning salvation by “love.” The phrase in the ESV
says, “and showing steadfast love to those who love me
and keep my commandments.” This clearly implies
that we earn God’s steadfast love by loving Him. The
word “mercy” is essential because earning God’s love
is simply not the case. We in no way earn God’s love;
His mercy is His sovereign grace upon those who love

Him and keep His commandments. But, how do they
receive power to “love him and keep His commandments? By His mercy and only by His mercy.
Look at it another way. Are the saved, those who love
God, not sinners just as those who are lost are sinners?
Of course, as the apostle Paul says in Rom. 10:9-10,
“What then, are we better than they? Not at all. For
we have previously charged both Jews and Greeks that
they are all under sin. As it is written: there is none
that is righteous, no not one.” The difference then is
not our love to God, but God’s mercy toward us. If
we miss this point in the Second Commandment and
150 other places in the Old Testament where “chesed”
is translated “mercy” in the King James, and New King
James versions, we have simply lost the Gospel.
Well then, is there some historical event that
explains this change in replacing “mercy” with “steadfast love” in the Old Testament. The answer is, “Yes
indeed, there has been a great theological change in
the vast majority of what were previously Protestant
churches, the triumph of theological Liberalism has
replaced Christ’s substitutionary sacrifice on the cross
for our sins with works salvation. The so-called biblical
scholarship of the 19th Century (the 1800s) rejected
the “blood theology of the apostle Paul” and replaced
it with the “moral example and teachings of Christ” as
the way to be saved. While not as open and crass in
its works- salvation as is the Roman Catholic Church,
its basic principles are the same, and are even more
dangerous because of their subtlety. Remember the
serpent was sent to tempt Eve because of his subtlety.

The Case For “Mercy”
We have already referred to the 200 BC Greek
translation of the Old Testament, the Septuagint, as
evidence for the translation of “chesed” into “mercy.”
The Jewish scholars were clearly in tune with the history of the Ten Commandments and their translation
so that their translation of “chesed” into the Greek
word “eleos,” which can clearly only be translated into
English by “mercy” already opens and closes the case
for translating “chesed” into “mercy.” Along with this
is the theological point that the Ten Commandments
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are given to a saved people to teach them how to live
as such, and not to a lost people who are then to save
themselves by keeping these Commandments. The
First Commandment declares, “I am the Lord your
God who has brought you out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of slavery.” These are then a people
already saved, not a lost people looking for a way to
save themselves. It is clear also from biblical history
that God led Israel our of Egypt “with an out stretched
arm,” an act of mercy and nothing else. Thus, not only
the use and translation of the word “chesed” in the
Septuagint but the theology behind its use throughout the Old Testament argues decisively for a translation of “mercy” for this common Hebrew word.
The magisterial Hebrew Lexicon, that of William
Gesenius, also bears out this translation by “mercy.” In
Gesenius’ explanation of “chesed” we find that when
it is used with God as its subject, the word “mercy”
is the preferred translation, with “loving kindness” as
an alternative when it is not describing God’s saving
actions toward men.
The modern lexicon of Eliezer Yehuda, who is often
called the “Father of Modern Hebrew,” gives the translation, “grace” or “favor,” This is also borne out by the

popular Langenscheidt lexicon which gives “favor,
kindness, mercy” as proper translations of the word
“chesed.”
Finally, a proper translation of a word can only be
that which it means in its context. This is a principle
demanded by Reformed theologian Louis Berkhof in
his very useful book on Scripture interpretation entitled, “Principles of Biblical Interpretation.” The fact is
that “mercy” or “grace” is the only meaning that actually fits with the context of many of the Psalms. Just
as the days of Genesis 1 are defined as “the light He
called day and the darkness He called night” in Genesis 1 itself (verse 5), so the context of a Psalm like
136 make it quite unfitting to call “chesed” anything
but “mercy” or “grace.”
All of this evidence is overwhelming in demanding
that “chesed” must be translated by “mercy” in those
cases where it points to God’s saving pity. The Covenant of Salvation is after all a “Covenant of Grace,”
and nothing less.

rh

Robert Grossmann
November 2018

Report on Western Classis
I

t shall be called “The Year That It Rained in Lancaster.” March 5th, 2019. The delegates to the 34th
annual session of the Western Classis gathered in
the desert, in the beautiful town of Lancaster in the
Antelope Valley of the Mojave Desert in northern Los
Angeles County.
And it rained. The earth groaned and wondered,
the sidewalks creaked, the desert owl and the screechhawk ceased their incessant scrambling for food and
stared and the sky and marveled. The asphalt sizzled.
And when it was done, long dormant fauna stretched
out the arms and greeted the sun with a dazzling display of color.
That might be overstating the case. But the rain was
beautiful that week. The congregation of the Antelope
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Valley welcomed us with smiles, good food, stimulating conversation and the fellowship of Christian love
and the Western Classis began its business.
Rev. Tracy Gruggett was again elected president,
with Rev. Doug Schlegel continuing as Stated Clerk.
And with gratitude, the Classis bid farewell to its treasurer of 30 years, Elder Chris Fellersen. Mr. Fellersen
was commended for his years of faithful service and
exemplary stewardship. Deacon Nathan Schlegel was
elected to take his place.
The oversight of the Home Missions works of Classis continues. Rehoboth Reformed Church in Cerritos continues to operate despite the difficulties that
come from a vacant pulpit. Rev. Alpuche continues his
work in Shafter at Valle de Gracia, and Rev. Merica

And are we as faithful and as diligent in prayer as we should
be? We are certainly orthodox in our theology, but are we
communicating the gospel clearly to the world around us?
I ask you, the faithful reader, to be diligent in prayer on our
behalf, crying out to the Lord of the harvest to make us faithful
shepherds, loving pastors, and diligent servants.

preaches each Lord’s Day in Stockton, CA. Pray for
these congregations as they strive to be lights shining
in dark places.
Rehoboth in Cerritos, Grace in Lancaster, and Trinity in Modesto are still without pastors. There is a student for the ministry at City Seminary in Sacramento
(Tim Curtis) currently filling the pulpit in Modesto.
The congregation is seeking to make his status there are
bit more permanent, but since Mr. Curtis is currently
not a member of any RCUS congregation, there was
some debate as to how that should happen. Mr. Curtis
is currently seeking to transfer his membership from
the PCA to the RCUS, at which point Classis will
revisit his status and possibly work towards licensure.
As for Rehoboth and Grace, please pray with us that
the Lord would provide the right man and the means
to support him. In the meantime, pray for these congregations and their consistories.
There was some discussion concerning the lack
of growth in the Western Classis. The delegates
expressed their commitment to discuss these things
and pray about them over the next year. We pray that
there might be some open and frank discussions, and
that we might identify areas, if any, where we are not
as faithful as we might be.
Rev. Doug Schlegel has prepared a helpful guide for
the church discipline process. It is adding nothing new
to what is already in the constitution; but as a guide to
follow, Classis found it to be helpful. It has been commended and forwarded to the Synod for evaluation.
And on a sad note, Covenant Reformed Church of
Grass Valley will close its doors in April. The property
will be sold and the proceeds distributed to other nonprofit organizations according to the will of the congregation, and the remaining members are encouraged
to join with other Reformed congregations in the area.
Pray for them as they make this transition.
As is always the case, it is a burden on the delegates

to be wise stewards of the resources that God has
given us. The guidelines for giving have continued
to creep upwards. It is generally not an issue, for the
members of Western Classis have historically been
generous and faithful. But the guidelines have gotten greater than many churches can bear, so there was
discussion on how to reduce those guidelines to more
manageable amounts. All in all, we were able to reduce
the guidelines, which is on the one hand a cause for
rejoicing, but on the other hand a cause for prayer –
for mission works are going to have to get by on fewer
resources.
There are lean years and there are fatter years. Our
numbers are in decline and our giving is in decline.
On the one hand, we must be diligent in prayer, not
growing weary in well-doing and trusting in the Lord
for the outcome. On the other hand, we must be diligent in searching our hearts. Is the decline a sign of
unfaithfulness in certain areas? Are we honoring the
Lord in the faithful proclamation of the gospel as we
ought? Are we known in our neighborhoods for our
love, as Jesus said we should be?
And are we as faithful and as diligent in prayer as we
should be? We are certainly orthodox in our theology,
but are we communicating the gospel clearly to the
world around us? I don’t know the answers to these
questions, but I ask you, the faithful reader, to be diligent in prayer on our behalf, crying out to the Lord of
the harvest to make us faithful shepherds, loving pastors, and diligent servants.
May the “Year That It Rained in Lancaster” be the
beginning of the “Rain of the Gospel” in Western
Classis. May the Lord of the harvest cause us to bring
forth much fruit in the year ahead!

rh

Sam Powell
Yuba City CA
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President’s Report
on the State of the Church
Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,

W

hile the exalted Lord Jesus summoned the
church in Ephesus to repent and return to
their first love, he also commended them for their
works. He specifically stated “I know your works,
your labor, your patience” (Rev. 2:2). Toilsome labor
is something we just a soon put off until tomorrow,
and patiently enduring resistance, misunderstanding, and criticism taxes a man’s relational, emotional
and physical health. But if we know that he knows
our toil and longsuffering, then that truth helps us to
keep toiling and continue courageously in ministry
in a fulsome way.
I note these words of Jesus to his church because,
having read more than 20 parochial reports I saw these
two themes present throughout – ministers and elders
engaged in assiduous labor and doing so with patient
endurance. For instance, one pastor reminds us that in
this day of social media and vapid celebrity, [Christ]
recognizes believers who labor in obscurity. Though
our labors are not known by many people, and though
in the grand scale of the outworking of God’s redemptive plan our labors are small in detail – he writes “But
small does not mean insignificant.”
I what follows I will give my Presidents report on
the state of the Western Classis.

Retired Ministers
Starting with the retired ministers. Though not
required five of our seven retired ministers submitted
reports. Rev. Vern Pollema, Rev. Jim West, Rev. Neal
Riffert, and Rev. Paul Treick each report of their many
labors on behalf of the church that involve preaching and teaching, administering the sacraments, and
even in the case of one of them, preparing the bulletins. They are involved in various committee work for
Classis and Synod, and Rev. Pollema writes of his continued work as a board member of Heidelberg Theological Seminary. Rev. West was involved in various
writing projects. For the most part these retired men
are the primary ministry resource for those churches
without a pastor. Rev. Riffert helps in Lancaster as
does Rev. Pollema, who also supplies at Cerritos. Rev.
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Treick has engaged in continuous labor on behalf of
Trinity RCUS, Modesto. Rev. Gene Sawtelle aided in
the work at Yuba City, and Rev. Dennis Roe continues
in labors with Westminster Biblical Missions.
Rev. Lloyd Gross’s physical condition is very feeble.
He experiences a great deal of pain and takes heavy
medication. Much of his day is spent sitting in his
chair, often napping. He is still able to attend church
but only in the morning service. Yet he regularly prays
for the church.
One may ask of these retired fathers: retired from
what? They labor as though young men and are an
example to us pastors who are either young to middling. We thank God for meeting the needs of His
people through the works of these men.

Active ministers and congregations
Drawing from the twelve reports of active ministers,
as well as four elder’s reports I would make the following observations.
1. Three marks of the true church. In all cases, the
three marks of the true church were present in 2018.
Without exception each man reported of his labors
in preaching the Word of God, teaching various Sunday school classes and Bible studies, an of catechism
classes to the youth. Private admonition and biblical
counsel were a staple as well. Two men, Rev. Baloy
and Rev. Merica reported of work done in out door
ministry, whether engaging folks in evangelism or in
handing out flyers. The ministry of the Word is the
priority of ministers and elders of the Classis. Moreover, the ministry is not general but tailored. Thought
goes into what is preached and taught according to the
needs of the congregation. For instance, at Willows
they have a men’s Bible study called “Covenant Keepers” in which the men read Louis Berkhof ’s Systematic Theology to deepen their grasp of doctrine. Other
forms of ministry are being used as well, particularly
internet ministry.
The sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was administered in all congregations. Church discipline was
mentioned or alluded to in most reports. Thankfully,
not every church had to use this key of the Kingdom, and it is with joy that we learn that four former

officers of Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto were
loosed from the censure that the Spiritual Council
placed them under two years ago. These men came
to the elders in repentance; they were forgiven and
restored. Covenant RCUS of Sacramento reports
two excommunications.
2. Growth and non-growth. There is a definite claim
in the reports that the congregations continue to experience Spiritual growth. The Word of God continues
to work in the hearts of God’s people. Thanks, be the
Lord, who gives the increase. Two of the churches
without a pastor report an increase closeness and love
among the members during this season. Overall our
statistical outlook varied little from last year. Total
baptized membership was down by 14 members; communicant membership was approximately the same
as 2017. Statistics don’t give the details, however. I
am happy to report that Valle De Gracia saw a second member family – the Mendozas – added to their
number, and their two children were baptized. The
Sacramento congregation had more folks join, and
they experience a rather large number of visitors each
Lord’s Day. The churches in Chico and Stockton also
added new members, as did Cerritos. Bakersfield witnessed their first infant baptism in four years, and six
adult members were also added. The Lord adds to his
church in His own timing and circumstances.
Not every church grew in 2018; many maintained
their numbers. For instance, while Bakersfield RCUS
received new members, it saw three saints depart
from this world, dismissed one family and erased two
others. Something similar could be said of several
churches. There were both losses and gains. Some
churches saw neither loss nor gain. This is hard for
any church, but especially so when a congregation is
not self-sustaining. While this can be disheartening
to the pastor and elders, they all nevertheless press
on, and rejoice in the many mercies that God shows
them throughout the year.
3. Struggle. While all ministers report of some
struggle, this is more pronounced with congregations
not having a pastor. There are currently four such
churches. Grace Reformed Church, Lancaster continues their search for a full-time pastor, and have set
aside money in a new pastor’s fund. Nevertheless, if
they were to call a pastor, they would probably need
help from Classis. Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto
has been talking to one of the men who supplies their
pulpit hoping that he would be willing to serve as a
more permanent supply. The financial problem is especially acute for Rehoboth Reformed Church, Cerritos
due to the higher costs of living in the Southern California area. They have enough income to sustain them-

selves in their facilities and to cover other costs. They
are especially having a difficult time securing pulpit
supply. I don’t think it’s an overstatement to say that
with respect to the Cerritos situation a pastor is desperately needed.
For the most part these three churches are maintaining, but each one is aware that they will not go beyond
this without having a pastor; they stand to lose members, and outsiders are less likely to join a congregation
absent a pastor. The problem for each congregation is
that by themselves they simply cannot afford a pastor.
This is not for a lack of effort to find ways to come
up with more money (e.g., a new pastor fund) nor
from a lack in member-giving; they simply do not have
enough givers.
Elder Matthew Davis, Covenant Reformed Church,
Grass Valley, reports that the congregation saw no
growth in 2018 and ran a deficit of approximately
$7200.00. The congregation has been considering
whether to make the hard decision to close the church,
and so, it is with sadness that I report to you that, at
annual congregational meeting on February 24, the
congregation voted to close the church on April 28.
They have requested help from the Western Classis
with the dissolution process. This is in keeping with
article 83 of the RCUS Constitution. The executive
committee has referred this request to the standing
judicial committee.
Two ministers of Classis report of their desire to
work in full time ministry: Rev. Thomas Mayville and
Rev. Richard Stetler. Rev. Mayville serves as Associate
Pastor of Providence RCUS, Lodi, and he frequently
fills other pulpits as well as serves with Westminster
Biblical Missions. He prays the Lord will open doors
to full time ministry and thus be able to quit his job at
Home Depot. Rev. Stetler has been working in NW
Iowa filling pulpits, working two days a week at Hope
Haven, and engaged in evangelistic work. However,
he has yet to receive a call to serve a church. His wife,
Heidi, has for some years experienced bad health that
requires him to spend a lot time caring for her. Her
condition remains about the same. They did receive
good news which is that she was granted disability
status and now draws some income through that. Rev.
Stetler has formally petitioned the Western Classis to
grant him retirement status so that he can care for his
wife and still be able to take a call later should one be
made to him.
It would seem then that Classis is in much the same
situation as we have been in the last few years. The
ministry is carried out in all faithfulness. There is a
strong commitment to the Word of God, and the fellowship in the churches seems robust. For the most
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part our numbers are stable, though they did creep
downward a little. The same questions that we have
faced in the recent past are still with us today. Why
are Classis churches by and large not growing? We
have received an overture to ask Synod to form a
study committee “to investigate methods for church
growth and to evaluate causes preventing growth,
and to present recommendations on how to grow the
RCUS.” It seems to me that such a study could be
helpful in many ways.
Finally, I would like to honor one of the brethren
among us, Mr. Chris Fellersen who has served as Classis Treasurer for many years in way characterized by
faithfulness, diligence, and competence. He has not only
done the books, submitted reports, wrote the checks,
paid bills, etc., he has been earnest to keep us square
with reality of our financial conditions. I have always
appreciated his strong admonitions as well as helpfulness in trying to rectify our financial woes. Mr. Fellersen

is stepping down this year. On behalf of the Western
Classis I would say, “Thank you for your service.”
As is known we will have to choose a new treasurer
this year, and, depending on who is chosen we may
need to also change the Classis signatories. In the past,
we have chosen men who did not live too from each
other. This can be done during the Classis meeting or
in an executive circular later on.
Fathers and brothers, do not forget the words of the
Lord, and let them encourage you in the year ahead: “I
know your toil and your patient endurance.” May the
Lord be pleased to bless all the ministers, elders, and
congregations of the Western Classis.
Respectfully submitted,

rh

Rev. Tracy Gruggett
Grace Reformed Church, Bakersfield

Article about Gleice Moto Foster
for the Reformed Herald

I

t is 4:30 am and the phone is ringing. When the
phone rings that early there are few possibilities.
Usually, there is not good news. On the other end
was Debbie Foster, one of the ladies of the Gettysburg
church. She says “Jay, this is not good news. An ambulance is taking Gleice to the hospital emergency room.”
Debbie is Gleice’s mother-in-law. Gleice is 31 and 9
months pregnant with twins.
I threw on some clothes and headed for the hospital. There I met Nathan, Gleice’s husband, their 2-1/2
year old son, Andre, and Debbie and Bobby, Nathan’s
mother and father. In the waiting room I am struggling
to translate for them what the doctor is saying. “She he
has deseminated intravascular coagulation” he says. In
common words: her clotting system has gone haywire.
There is no known cause or predicative symptom and
no known cure. The twins she was about to give birth
to were delivered by caesarian section and were stillborn. Gleice has died also. We are all in shock and our
tears are flowing.
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We are now left with many questions. Where is
God in all of this? Did He not hear our prayers for a
safe delivery? Why didn’t He intervene and stop this?
Why did He let it happen? Did God plan this? Why?
The only comfort I can give is to remind us that God
promises to never leave nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
He is here with us as He promised, but there are still
questions to answer. There are many tears. When
Jesus wept over Lazarus in John 11, the spectators
thought it was because of Jesus’ great love for Lazarus,
but it was really over the separation called death which
is the effect of Satan’s deception to Eve and Adam and
the consequent fall. Jesus knew that He would raise
Lazarus, so the tears must be for the sorrow that He is
going to pay for on the cross.
Emotions are part of our created makeup. According to Genesis 1:31, they are “very good”. Emotions
soften our thoughts of others and the creation. They
knit us together in personal relationships, they are a
gift from God to us. When emotions distract us from

what God has called us to do, or make our relationship
to God cold, they demonstrate how Satan can distort
them to become sinful. Our tears may not accuse God
of harm on us or our loved ones, or let us get so caught
up as to blame God. Neither can our emotions be
allowed to fill us with joy over a relationship so that it
takes the place of God in our attentions.
So where is God in all of this? Is He not sovereign?
He demonstrates His sovereignty in bringing to pass
what He has decreed. According to Psalm 139:13-16,
God determined all of our days, all of our actions and
all of our feelings before there were any of them. God
is bringing to pass what He has decreed and He is present in everyone of the actions, feelings and situations
in which we find ourselves. He is always with us, just
as He is always with all of His creations. In Ephesians
1:4 He says that He has decreed our election before
the foundation of the world, for us to be conformed to
the image of His Son. So God is working in us to a
different end than the rest of the world. All the things
that happen in this world are His plan and His decree
for the glory of His name and our good. Gleice had
finished everything that God had predestined her to
accomplish (and the twins, too). Having finished her
work here, He took her to her reward which is to be in
His presence forever in glory. God had simply completed His plan.
Where does prayer fit into all of this? Does He not
hear our prayers? Prayer is defined as making our
requests known to God with thanksgiving. It is not
a means of changing God’s mind. What our desires
may be may not be what God has decreed. What is
good in God’s plan He does in spite of what our emotions would like to have happen. Have we never, as
parents, said “no” to our children for something they
desire which we believe is not the best for them? Their

requests do not bind us to say yes. Neither do our
prayers bind God to do our will. Because God knows
what is best and what is good and we do not, our
prayer requires our willingness to submit to His will
and recognize it as good. He knows what our emotions are and He will comfort us even if He does not
give us what we ask. His comfort will not only suffice,
but will over-supply our need.
God allowed this to happen in order to make Gleice
an example to us of God’s work in our lives. Her life
before us became an example to us of God’s sanctification which pointed us to Him for grace and pointed
away from our accomplishment of good things so that
He would be all in all. We will never forget her. We
should never forget those whom God uses as our teachers. We should be grateful for the work that God did
in and through her and rejoice that He has, by grace,
concluded her work and given her the reward in mercy
that He had planned.
What about those of us who are left? We will have
tears. We will have fond memories. We will have an
example to remember. We will also have the confidence that God will do in us what He did in her. He,
having planned our lives and known our emotions and
our needs, will bring us safely to the conclusion of the
work that He has for us. He will give us all of the
things that we need even replacements for those things
that He takes away. May His name be praised for His
great mercy and love forever.
Note: The coroner’s report said the cause of
death was actually “coronary myopathy.”

rh

Jay Fluck
Gettysburg, PA

Where does prayer fit into all of this? Does He not hear our
prayers? Prayer is defined as making our requests known to
God with thanksgiving. It is not a means of changing God’s
mind. What our desires may be may not be what God has
decreed. What is good in God’s plan He does in spite of what
our emotions would like to have happen.
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Ten Church History Anecdotes
H

aving promised in my last article to furnish you,
the reader, with more instructive anecdotes,
and with the editor’s kind permission, I submit more
“tidbits” from Church History, beginning with John
Calvin and Martin Luther. Some of them show the
endearing, amusing human side of things. (Note: The
source of any one of these anecdotes can be received by
emailing me at: jimwest3253@hotmail.com)

1. John Calvin and Martin Luther
Church Historian Hugh Kerr reports that although
there were paramount differences between Calvin and
Luther, there were also commonalities, not only in
doctrine but in personality. Their doctrine of justification by faith alone was the same and their love of
humor were similar, although Luther’s was certainly
more riotous. For example, both reformers reveled
in the story of the man who asked Augustine where
God was before heaven was created? Augustine replied
that God was in Himself. But someone asked Luther
the same question, he replied: “He was building hell
for such idle, presumptuous, fluttering, and inquisitive spirits as you.” (Luther went on to explain in his
Table Talk that after God created everything He was
everywhere, “and yet He was nowhere, for I cannot take
hold of Him without the Word. . .”). As for Calvin, he
averred: “There is a learned ignorance of things which
it is neither permitted nor lawful to know, and avidity
of knowledge is a species of madness.”

2. Holy Simplicity
John Hus (1369-1415) was a Czech pre-reformer
who was burned at the stake for heresy in Constance,
near the Rhine. He was accused of propagating the
doctrines of the English Reformer, John Wycliff, who
lived earlier and whose body after death was exhumed,
burned to ashes, and tossed into the Swift River in
1428. Hus himself was promised safe conduct to the
Church Council of Constance by the future emperor,
Sigismund, but the Catholic prelates seized him and
demanded he recant. Eventually, the Bishop of Constance brought him to his own castle, where Hus
remained for nearly three months, chained night and
day, and woefully underfed. He was tried and condemned but refused to recant. Later, in the public
square his neck was chained to a stake and his body
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surrounded by wood ascending to his neck. But even
though he gave a good confession (“O Christ, Son of
the living God, have mercy on us,”), his death is sometimes remembered for another incident, that may or
may not have occurred. It is claimed that when the
executioner was unable to intensify the fire, a woman
– taking “pity”– tossed a handful of brushwood into
the fire. Hus then exclaimed:
“Sancta Simplicitas” (“Holy Simplicity!”), a saying
that is still in vogue and that describes baptizing a
great wickedness with an infinitesimal dram of human
“righteousness.”

3. Peale is Appalling
In the 1956 Presidential election Dwight David
Eisenhower opposed Adlai Stevenson, who was once
governor of Illinois and who was previously defeated
by Eisenhower in 1952. During the campaign Stevenson was often criticized by the friend of Richard
Nixon, the Rev. Norman Vincent Peale (author of
the still bestselling, The Power of Positive Thinking).
A reporter asked Stevenson his opinion of religionists like Paul or Peale and he retorted: “Speaking as a
Christian, I find the Apostle Paul appealing and the
Apostle Peale appalling.” (Interestingly, Stevenson was
Unitarian, not Christian. And, Peale – although a minister in the Reformed Church of America – opposed
the Reformed Faith. Nevertheless, the aphorism “Paul
is appealing, and Peale is appalling” lives on, especially
when the bankrupt message of Norman Vincent Peale
is compared to the true Gospel preached by the Apostle Paul.

4. Spurgeon Versus Beecher;
It’s No Contest
The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher (1813-1887) was
a liberal preacher with a quick wit, but not quicker
than the great Calvinist preacher, Charles Haddon
Spurgeon. When Beecher mounted the pulpit in his
Plymouth Church in Brooklyn, New York, where he
served for forty years, he discovered an insulting note
addressed to him that read, simply: “Fool.” During
the course of his sermon he mulled over the unpleasant communication and could not resist commenting
about the anonymous epithet, publicly acknowledging
the note and explaining to the congregation:

“Over the years I’ve received many unsigned letters. But this is the first I’ve received containing
a signature without a letter.”
But when Beecher took on Charles Spurgeon his repartee was not so victorious. He acknowledged Spurgeon’s extraordinary success as a preacher of God’s
sovereign grace, but argued that it was in spite of his
Calvinism; and then enlisted an unwise analogy for
support, which he would pay for dearly; he said of
Spurgeon’s ministry: “I do not know if the camel travels any better, or is anymore useful as an animal, for
the hump on its back.” The allusion to the ugly, Calvinistic “hump” on Spurgeon’s back was weak, and
Spurgeon turned it against Beecher, writing that “The
hump instead of being an excrescence only contributing ugliness to the camel’s appearance, is a breast of
nourishment to maintain the camel’s strength.” History records no record of a Beecher response.

5. Augustine’s Prayer
St. Augustine (354-430) wrote in his Confessions about
his attitude toward inborn sin before he was converted
and while he was living in fornication with his mistress
for fourteen years. He signified that even his prayers of
“repentance” were heavily alloyed with the love of sin
so that he “loved” God with a double-heart. He prayed:
“Da mihi castitatem et continentiam, sed noli modo,” which
translated reads, “Give me chastity, and continence, but
not yet.” (my emphasis) How different from the sincere
saint who implores the grace of God with his whole heart,
praying, “Lord, with my whole heart I hate my heart!”
(Read Psalm 119:2, 10, 34, 58, 69)

6. First Impressions of a Great Man
Jay Gresham Machen (1881-1937) was arguably the
most influential and greatest Protestant leader of the
20th century. He was a noted warrior for God’s truth,
a scholar-writer of many books, a champion of righteousness, and an apologist who defended the cardinal
doctrines of Protestantism that were lucidly spelledout in the Protestant creeds, such as the Westminster
Confession of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms.
Eventually, Machen would be defrocked as a minister
in the apostate Presbyterian Church, USA, especially
for his support of the Independent Board of Foreign
Missions which dispatched missionaries like the Rev.
Henry Coray (1904-2002), who was the Board’s first
foreign missionary in 1934, who ministered in Manchuria. When Coray first enrolled at Princeton Theological Seminary in 1928, he was anxious to meet the
man who would mentor and instruct him in The Origin of Paul’s Religion (which Coray praised as his most

profitable class while sitting under Machen). Blessing added to blessing, at Princeton he was privileged
to occupy a room directly across from “Das” Machen
(as he was endearingly called) in Alexander Hall. But
Coray also described his first close-up of Machen as
shockingly anti-climactic. When Coray entered one of
the dormitories he observed a man bent over double,
who was plodding his way up a flight of stairs. As he
progressed, he was slapping each stair with the flat of
his hands chimpanzee-like, and with each slap moaning like a dove: “Poor old Dassie, poor old Dassie.”
Coray was to learn that this was one of many “clowning
charades” of J. Gresham Machen.

7. Mum’s The Word about Religion
One of our retired Reformed ministers who when
he served in the Orthodox Presbyterian Church was
asked by a student in Rockville, Maryland to do a
lecture concerning free-will and predestination in a
public high school philosophy class, where religion
was routinely ostracized and deemed taboo. This
came at the behest of his teacher, a skeptic, who was
asking others to participate (e.g., a Jewish Rabbi,
etc.). The minister arrived carrying a few copies of
Lorraine Boettner’s The Reformed Doctrine of Predestination. He was warmly but anxiously greeted by
the teacher, to whom he presented a copy, gratis, and
urged him to read the volume. When the instructor
opened the book and espied Calvin’s studious portraiture on the inside jacket, he remarked: “It looks
like he just learned that he was predestinated to hell.”
The skeptical teacher then invited the minister to
lecture the class, but with one caveat, whispering in
his ear before he approached the dais: “Try not to say
anything religious.”

8. Umbrella Christianity
Pastor Rowland Hill (1744-1833) was a ReformedEvangelical preacher whose Biblical sermons sparked
animosity from the established Anglican Church.
During a stormy downpour, several pedestrians took
shelter in the church where he was in the midst of proclaiming God’s truth. He commented: “People who
make religion their cloak are rightly censured, but I
consider that those who make it their umbrella are not
much better.”

9. The Lord Kippers[!] Us
Merle d’ Aubigne (1794-1872) was a Protestant
divine and Church historian, specializing in inspirational works about the Reformation. When he breakfasted with the Scottish minister, Thomas Chalmers, he
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was served “kippered herring.” As he was ignorant of the
word “kippered,” he inquired as to its meaning, and was
informed that “kippered” meant “preserved” or “kept.”
Later that morning during family devotions Aubigne,
thankful for Chalmer’s hospitality, prayed that Chalmers would be “kept, preserved, and kippered.” (Aubigne
may also have been helped by Psalm 121.)

10. Do as The Romans Do
Ambrose of Milan (340-397) was asked by Saint
Augustine as to whether he should fast or feast in
Milan, Italy on Saturdays? It seems that it was the
custom to regard Saturdays as festivals, whereas in
Rome they were accounted fast days. Augustine

wanted to conform himself to the most orthodox
practice and was torn by the knotty choice. Ambrose
wisely advised: “In matters of form only and where
not any fundamental principle of rectitude be violated, it is proper to be guided by general usage: when
I am here, I do not fast on Saturdays; but when I am
at Rome, I do as they do at Rome.” The sequel of the
story is the birth of the famous aphorism: “When
you are at Rome, do as they do at Rome,” or “when
you are at Rome, do as the Romans do.” The saying
has an educational, religious origin.
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John Calvin on resurrection
The Victory of our Faith

O

ur calendars yet mark the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ and in this season our thoughts
may be particularly directed to those historic events apart from which we could not be saved to
live unto God now and forever. May we Christians never grow weary of the gospel and keep on rejoicing in the great salvation we have been graciously and mercifully given by God through the death and
resurrection of Christ Jesus. The following excerpt from the renowned systematic theologian and pastor John Calvin is helpful to this season’s reflection.
Next comes the resurrection from the dead. Without this what we have said so far would be
incomplete. For since only weakness appears in the cross, death, and burial of Christ, faith must
leap over all these things to attain its full strength. We have in his death the complete fulfillment of salvation, for through it we are reconciled to God, his righteous judgment is satisfied,
the curse is removed, and the penalty paid in full. Nevertheless, we are said to ‘have been born
anew to a living hope’ not through his death but ‘through his resurrection’ [I Peter 1:3 p.]. For as
he in rising again, came forth victor over death, so the victory of our faith over death lies in his
resurrection alone. Paul better expresses its nature: ‘He was put to death for our sins, and raised
for our justification’ [Rom. 4:25]. This is as if he had said: ‘Sin was taken away by his death;
righteousness was revived and restored by his resurrection.’ For how could he by dying have freed
us from death if he had himself succumbed to death? How could he have acquired victory for
us if he had failed in the struggle? Therefore, we divide the substance of our salvation between
Christ’s death and resurrection as follows: through his death, sin was wiped out and death extinguished; through his resurrection, righteousness was restored and life raised up, so that–thanks
to his resurrection–his death manifested its power and efficacy in us ( John Calvin, Institutes of
the Christian Religion, II.xvi.13, Battles translation, 1960).
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Book Review
T

his is a book which all of us need to read. We
either need it right now, or will need it when our
parents grow older, or when we grow older and depend
upon our children to care for us. The book can be read
with profit individually, although it was originally the
material for a Sunday School class. Rev. Brian L. De
Jong has done the church a great service by writing
Honoring the Elderly: A Christian’s Duty to Aging Parents (CreateSpace, 2017). I have used this book also
in a small group Bible study setting. Each chapter has
several review and thought questions which expand on
the material in the chapter.
The format of the book is to utilize the Scripture to
shape the modern Christian’s approach to caring for
the elderly in our modern context. Illustrations and
common pastoral and family scenarios are used regularly. The stories used have enough detail to help, but
not sidetrack the reader from the Biblical and theological point being made. At several points, De Jong
utilizes scientific or demographic research and cites
those details in a way that is brief and illuminating.
I found his chapter on dementia particularly helpful.
The 15 chapters include discussion of the fifth commandment, Biblical examples of honor/dishonor to
parents, honoring parents in their retirement years,
coping with difficult parents, medical ethics, assisted
living and nursing home situations, finances, and honoring parents at death and beyond. If using this book
as a Bible Study, a few chapters have some overlap such
that the teacher may choose to skip over one or combine it with others.
One of the strengths of the book is how it connects
the individual Christian’s experience with the entire
church. The author suggests several ways the entire
congregation can assist those who are caregivers for
their parents. He also reminds readers of the church’s
responsibility and opportunity to provide spiritual
care to the elderly in the preaching and teaching of the
gospel and in the personal application of that Biblical
truth through fellowship, visits, and encouragement.
Specific duties which an elder or a deacon might have
are highlighted, where appropriate. This wholistic
approach to honoring the elderly is unique, and shows
how De Jong is committed to the historic Reformed
viewpoint that the commandments not only drive us
to Christ as the One Who kept the law for our salvation, but they also show us the life of thankfulness in

every area of our daily experience. The duty to love
our neighbors as ourselves is not done individualistically. This is a true blessing. As De Jong points out
repeatedly, the elderly and the caregiver for the elderly
can often feel overwhelmed, burdened, frustrated, and
alone. Yet Christ is with us through His Spirit and
through the Church as we carry this burden together.
I truly commend Rev. De Jong for making this study
available to the broader public. There are few Christian
resources on this topic. I found, with some broadening
of applications on occasion, that the study was helpful even for the teenagers in the class or those whose
parents had now passed away. The study allowed the
body of Christ the opportunity to discuss together and
learn from one another across the generations on this
important topic of how to obey “the first commandment with promise.” (see Ephesians 6:2)
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Reformation Puzzle
1
2
3
4

5

6
7
8

9
10
12

11
13

14

15

16

17
18

19

20

Across

Down

2 He nailed his 95 thesis on the Wittenberg door
4 In 1521, Martin Luther was summoned before the
____ __ ____ and excommunicated.
7 The latin phrase for "scripture alone" is Sola
______
9 French Reformation leader
12 Pope who excommunicated Martin Luther in
1520
13 Pardons from the Church for certain sins in
exchange for money
15 Luther's Hymn _ ________ ______ is popularly
known as the "battle hymn of the Reformation."
16 During the 1500's, there was a ______________
in response to the Roman Catholic church
18 Which language did Martin Luther translate the
New Testament
19 Calvin's doctrine that the salvation or damnation
of men had been determined by God since the
beginning of time
20 A former nun who became the wife of Martin
Luther in 1525

1 City in Germany where the Protestant
Reformation originated
3 Many of the officials in the Roman Catholic
church were __________
5 Martin Luther promised to become a monk when
he feared for his like while caught in a terrible
______
6 Luther and the other reformers became the
first to skillfully use the power of the _____
_______ to give their ideas a wide audience.
8 An early English reformer/translator who
translated the bible in 1382
10 The 5 _________ are 5 Latin phrases that
emerged from the reformation
11 One who holds beliefs or opinions contrary to
the established doctrines of his religion
14 Who is the Catholic clergyman who is attributed
to saying "As soon as a coin in the coffer rings, a
soul from purgatory springs."
17 Swiss Reformation leader
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ChurchNews
Elder Ordination

l to r Tim Foster, Randy Cool Adam Snyder.

l to r (visible) the laying on of hands Jay’s back, Nathan
Fenby’s back, Dennis Luquette, kneeling Adam Snyder

l to r: Jay Fluck, Bob Foster, Tim Foster, Randy Cool, Adam Snyder, Dennis Luquette, Don Buysse, Nathan Fenby
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ChurchNews
NEWS from Salem Ebenezer RCUS,
Manitowoc, WI

We praise God
for bringing into
membership on March
10, 2019, Ryan and
Amanda Anderson and
family. Upon renewing
their profession of
Christian faith, each of
their covenant children
were also baptized (Eliza,
Ezekiel, Elsie, and Isaiah).
Ryan is also pursuing the
possibility of studying for
the gospel ministry.
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