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The Local Church:
Where Christ equips His Church
You’re out and about and the conversation turns to “church.” What
commonly comes to the fore are preconceived notions and assumptions
and personal feelings about “church”: Church as organized religion not
needed or wanted, or church “is where I got burned by a bad experience.” Not uncommon is a response along the line: “I haven’t yet found
one that suits my needs and tastes.” In a conversation with a relative, not
a church-member, I heard this judgmental view: “It’s full of hypocrites.”
I’m sure there are a multitude of other views of “church” that also seem
to lack its biblical understanding. Not surprising in our culture’s sparsity
of minds subjected to the faithful preaching and teaching of “the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3, NKJV). That apostolic, Christian faith set down foundationally as the completed Scriptures
provides us the only right, God-given understanding of “church.” We professing members of this “church” ought not only speak the truth about it
in love, but ought be maturing in this understanding, so we grow up into
Him who is its Head, even Jesus Christ (Eph 4:11-17).
Our reformed confessions well summarize the Scriptural understanding of “church.” None of us would dispute “The Holy Catholic (universal)
Church” of the Apostles’ Creed, as further flushed out by Heidelberg Catechism Q&A #54: “the Son of God, by His Spirit and Word, gathers, defends,
and preserves for Himself unto everlasting life a chosen communion in
the unity of the true faith.” We who believe it live on this present earth in
the sure hope of its, our, glorification.
Yet, as we study the apostolic testimony of the New Testament, the
great majority of its references to “church” are not to the universal church,
but to the visible, local “church(es)." The Book of Acts testifies to events
(growth as well as persecution) happening to the local churches, like at
Jerusalem and Antioch, and Paul, the Apostle so instrumental in establishing local churches on his missionary journeys, writes letters to these
local churches. For instance: “to the church of God that is at Corinth,”
“to the churches of Galatia, and it highlights that it’s the local church
when Paul includes the overseers and deacons in addressing the saints
who are at Philippi. Before the exalted Christ Jesus returns to take His
universal “church” to glory, He is gathering the members of His “chosen
communion” into local, visible, churches throughout this present earth.
The New Testament presents Christians as members of local Christians
assemblies. . . local churches.
But why is so much importance given to local churches in the interim
between Christ’s first and second coming? Why should our understanding of “church” be not just limited to the universal church? Why should
we Christians be joined together in this present life as local churches?
The short answer is that it is via His local churches that Christ Jesus, the
Head of His church, equips His church to display God’s glory on earth. As
Christ’s apostle Paul puts it at the end of His prayer in Eph.3: “to Him be
glory in the church by Christ Jesus to all generations.” The church must
be equipped to that end by the mind-renewing, life-transforming, sanctifying gospel heard and heeded by the saints gathered in local churches.
It is as we Christians are part of a local Christian church that we are being
equipped by Christ’s gift of pastors/teachers for the work of ministry
which is the “body’s” calling, every part doing its share (see Eph 4:11-16).
The work of ministry has as its given goal the church being built up in
love. (see Eph.4:16). Love for one another, the members of the church,
as a witness to the love of God that was made manifest among us by
the life we have through the crucified and resurrected incarnate Son of
God, Christ Jesus. As Christ’s apostle John (I John 4:11) exhorts us Chris-

tians: Beloved, if God so loved us (by sending His
Son to be the propitiation for our sins) we also ought
to love one another. Even as we are members of
Christ’s body, His church, the work of ministry, our
loving one another, requires equipping, which is by
Christ Jesus, in the local church, through His gift of
pastors/teachers.
The love of God we, born of Him, are to witness to
one another as a witness to the ungodly culture (Jesus
said: by this all will know that you are my disciples,
if you have love for one another), is a love most evidently demonstrated as we grow up into Christ Jesus,
become more conformed to Him and demonstrate
the love that is self-sacrificial, compassionate, giving
of self, time, effort, resources to meet one another’s
needs as was demonstrated by the apostolic local
church in Jerusalem. Such love, love as God defines
it and demonstrated it, is not our natural inclination.

Such love requires the equipping, putting-to-deaththe-old-man, making-alive-the-new-man-in-Christ
gospel preached/taught by the local Christian church,
so together we learn, are trained, to be loving one
another. . . and witness the love of God in Christ Jesus
to our local communities.
May we who profess Christ Jesus be thankful for
the local churches He is establishing by His Word and
Sprit and may we be steadfastly availing ourselves of
Christ’s equipping us, so we are built up to witness
God’s love by loving one another. Equipped so we,
working together, each doing his part, show forth, in
the local church, God’s glory in Christ Jesus.
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George Horner
Editor

Report from First Reformed Chapel,
Dickinson, North Dakota
G

reetings from your fellow bondservants of Christ
in Dickinson, North Dakota. We rejoice in the
Lord and in His great work that He is doing here in
the southwest part of the state and beyond. We have
experienced a number of blessings from the Lord the
past few months that we would like to share with you.
One of the most significant change that has taken
place is the retirement of Rev. Wes Brice and the calling and installation of Rev. Michael Voytek as associate pastor of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen,
South Dakota to labor as Missionary pastor here in
Dickinson. On Sunday evening, September 9th, 2018
we held an appreciation service for Rev. Wes Brice
who has officially retired from the active ministry at
the age of 84. There were many in attendance at the
celebration and we also had a memorial service for Mr.
John Hoff who at the age of 93 came to know Christ
through the visitation ministry of Rev. Brice. Please
pray for Rev. Brice as he continues to struggle with
issues that have arisen in his battle with cancer and

the effects of treatment. Then the Voytek family (Pastor Voytek, his wife Rebecca and two of their adult
children Tabitha and David) arrived on September
11th and have settled into a rental house and life in
the Northern Plains. Please pray for the quick sale of
their house in California so that they can purchase a
home here.
Other blessings from the Lord include the faithful
attendance and ministry of the members of the congregation. We have also seen an increase in first time visitors with three of them inquiring about how to become
members. Another family that have been attending the
chapel for some time have expressed interest in pursuing membership. Thus, we recently have begun a new
members class. On December 1st elder Craig Mehlhalf
of First Reformed Church, Aberdeen arrived with a
trailer containing the pulpit, communion table, baptismal, and three chairs that formerly belonged to Hosmer
Reformed Church and were donated to the mission
work here. It is fascinating to consider that many years
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ago the congregation of Hosmer Reformed Church
planted First Reformed Church in Aberdeen, South
Dakota and now the congregation in Aberdeen is planting a church in Dickinson. Thus the “grandmother”
church provided the church furniture to continue the
legacy in a new location. The furniture arrived in time
for the installation service of Rev. Michael Voytek
which was held the next day. Pastors Hank Bowen,
James Grossman, Cody Schwichtenberg, and Dave
Irwin arrived in the afternoon and the service was held
with Rev. Schwichtenberg conducting the service, Rev.
Bowen bringing the charge to the congregation and
Rev. Grossmann the charge to Rev. Voytek. Furthermore, through reporter Linda Sailer of the Dickinson
Press we were able to inform the Dickinson community of these events and to invite them to attend our
services. The newspaper article is accessible online
at
https://www.thedickinsonpress.com/lifestyle/
family/4544490-accepting-call-lead-first-reformedchurch-dickinson.
The Lord is also raising up a number of members
that are willing to serve the Lord in a variety of ways.
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For example, during the annual congregational meeting this January, the congregation voted to call Mr.
Dan Aune as elder and Mr. Jeremy Cox as deacon.
We ordained and installed them in their offices on
January 27th, 2019. We now have two elders and one
deacon serving in the congregation. In the near future
we hope to organize the chapel into a self-governing
church. The willingness to serve has extended to the
young people of the congregation who have recently
organized a youth group. This year they have decided
to plan activities to raise funds to enable the youth
of the congregation who can’t afford to attend the
Heidelberg Youth Camp in July of 2019 to be able
to do so. The women of the chapel will be starting
a bimonthly book study in February using the book
Identity Theft: Reclaiming The Truth Of Who We Are
In Christ. We hope to start a monthly men’s fellowship
breakfast soon as well. Thank you so much for all your
prayers and support.

rh

			

Sola Deo Gloria,
Rev. Michael Voytek

Note: The RCUS as well as our sister Reformed Churches are commemorating the 400th anniversary of the Synod of Dort,
known most famously for producing the Canons of Dort, commonly associated with the acronym TULIP. The following
article was published in Clarion, magazine of the Canadian Reformed Church, also a member of NAPARC (North
American Presbyterian and Reformed Council) and is printed here with permission.

“Free Will”? Augustine and Dort
T

he problem of free will has a will of its own, it
seems, for it never goes away. If God is all sovereign and controls everything, how can he justly hold
me responsible? Or, if I am responsible, I must have
a free will, and God must not be sovereign over it.
Scripture seems to uphold both sides: He is sovereign
and I am responsible. How is that true? Is this just a
mystery, even a paradox? There is mystery, but there’s
also more we can say, in line with what we confess in
the Canons of Dort. As you read what follows, if you
can keep in mind three things, you will have the words
to describe some of the mystery and avoid the false either-or dilemmas in this discussion. The three things
are: (a) God made humans with wills/hearts that are
distinct from stones and animal instincts; (b) God upholds the nature of our wills as wills that choose and
are accountable; and (c) God, in his own secret way,
directs these wills to do his will, but doesn’t violate
their nature as wills.

God works in us “to will”
Scripture teaches us in Philippians 2:13 that God
is at work in believers, “To will and to work according
to his good pleasure.” He forms in us not just our will,
but works in us to will, that is, he moves our wills to
will, forming in us the willingness that conforms to
his will. This means that God works at the level of
the choices of our wills. The text assumes that God has
made us with the faculty of will and it states that in
believers he even moves this faculty to make its choices
in accordance with his will.
Yet, whatever he does, doesn’t leave us feeling like
pre-programmed robots. We experience a life full of
meaningful choices: meatball marinara or spicy Italian? Chevy or Ford? University or college? More
importantly: Obey my parents or not? Attend church
on Sunday or not? Find the way out of temptation or

not? Repent or not? Pray or not? In fact, even when
Paul wrote that God is at work in us, he was using that
as support for his command that we ourselves should
“work out our salvation with fear and trembling, for
God is at work. . .” (Phil 2:12). God sovereignly works
in us, and we therefore are held responsible – at least,
that’s how Philippians 2:12 and 13 relate to each
other. Let me now acquaint you with the church father
Augustine’s answer, written around A.D. 426.

Augustine: Why did Rome fall?
In his monumental work called The City of God,
Augustine develops an answer to those pagans who
charged that the Roman Empire fell because it had
turned away from the traditional pagan deities to follow the Christian God. The City of God is divided into
twenty-two “books” (I will hereafter cite it by book
and chapter, e.g., 5.11). In the fifth book Augustine
works out the teaching that God has included in his
meticulous providence all “the kingdoms of men and
their lordships and servants” (5.11). Whether pagan
Rome, Christian Rome, or Visigoth Rome, all were in
God’s control. Augustine develops his argument for
God’s meticulous providence in dialogue with writings from the Roman statesman and orator of the first
century before Christ, named Cicero.

Either free will or providence, not
both?
Cicero denied any divine providence because he
was determined (pun intended) to maintain human
free will. Either the one or the other; not both. Not
only did Cicero deny the power of pagan divination
to discover the future, but he denied that anyone –
human or divine – can have certainty about anything
future. The future is open. There is no providential
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This is the very way in which God always achieves what he wills:
by giving our wills the power and will to will what we will

plan. If the human will is truly free to choose either
a Ford or Chevy, no one can know beforehand what
it will choose, for then its choice would not be truly
free. Cicero added that the will must have freedom of
choice in order for it to be held accountable justly for
its choices, in order for the person to be either praised
and rewarded or blamed and punished. Cicero’s position was like an open theist today: free will, yes; divine
foreknowledge, no.
The opposite position, that of absolute determinism
or fatalism, has attracted many Reformed philosophers
in the past and present. In their view, human choosing
is little more than an illusion. We imagine and think
we are choosing, but really we are not. But Augustine
refused to accept this dilemma between either divine
willing or human willing, and I think we too should
refuse it.

Both divine will and human choice
Augustine states, “The religious mind, however,
chooses both, confesses both, and confirms both by the
faith of godliness.” He argues, “Even if a certain order
of causes does exist in the mind of God, it does not
follow that nothing is left to the free choice of our will.
For our wills are themselves included in the order of
causes which is certain to God and contained within
His foreknowledge. For the wills of men are the causes
of the deeds of men” (5.9).
Here you see Augustine working towards a brilliant
solution. He does not deny freedom of choice, nor does
he deny God’s foreknowledge. Rather, he roots freedom
of choice in divine foreknowledge, arguing that if God
foreknows a human choice to be a free choice, then it
must be free, for God’s foreknowledge is correct, true.
And in this case, we must understand “foreknowledge”
as implying foreordination, or, the plan of God: “Therefore, whatever power [humans] have they have most
certainly; and whatever they are to do they will do most
certainly: for He Whose foreknowledge cannot fail foreknew that they would have the power to do it and would
do it.” Again, “Far be it from us, then, to seek freedom
of the will by denying the foreknowledge of Him by
Whose aid we are and shall be free” (5.10).
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Wills were made to will
Basically, Augustine argues his point from the definition of what a will is and does. The will is the soul’s
faculty by which it chooses between options. That is
what it is, and thus that is also what it does. Augustine
simply observes that humans will this and will that, or
nil this and nil that. They exercise their faculty of will
all the time, whether choosing a Ford or a Chevy, or
by choosing neither (nilling), or choosing to obey their
parents or not. We can see this faculty of will quite
obviously developing in the so-called “terrible twos.”
Augustine, in his Confessions, even observed the sinful will asserting itself as one child who could not yet
speak glowered with livid fury at another, because the
other was enjoying sustenance at the breast while it
was not (Confessions, 1.7.11).

Wills cannot be coerced
When we exercise our faculty of will, we do so without being forced to do so by someone else. Our bodies can be flogged and imprisoned against our wills, but
no one can force our wills to stop being wills that make
their own choices and have their own desires, unless
perhaps they drug us. If we were to will x because we
were “forced” to will x, still we would ourselves choose to
will x because of the external factors around us, and it
could not be said that someone actually forced our wills
to choose x. We willed x. Even if we had a gun to our
head, we would still be responsible for what we willed
when the gun was held to our head. Our wills, by definition, make free choices, or they are not wills. That’s
how God made us, and God works with what he made
according to the natures of the things that he made.
This is the very way in which God always achieves
what he wills: by giving our wills the power and will
to will what we will. There is not just a compatibility of
our wills with God’s will, but a secret way in which God
moves our wills so that our wills will what they will,
choosing freely. God upholds the human will to be a will
so that it arrives at its acts differently than, say, a dog’s
instinct moves a dog, a tree’s branch grows, or a stone is
made to fall. The will has a certain power or ability of its
own that distinguishes it from blocks and stones.

The human will in the Canons of
Dort
There’s a lot more we could ask and try to explain,
but I would like to go straight to the Canons of Dort,
to show that what Augustine taught is echoed in the
Canons. We confess in the Canons III/IV 1 that God
created humans with an upright will but that by the
fall into sin we made our will stubborn and rebellious.
Man did not lose his will altogether. He still has a will
that chooses, but his will-in-sin always chooses what
is sinful and rebellious. By our own deliberate (de=out
of, libertas=freedom) choice we turned against God
in Paradise (HC, Q/A 9) and now all of our freelymade, in-sin choices are displeasing to God. But the
marvel of regeneration includes the renewal of these
stubborn wills. In order to renew the will, God doesn’t
force or coerce it like one might force a stone to move.
Rather, he works with it so that its nature as a will
remains, and it acts as a will acts, choosing what he
secretly but powerfully moves it to choose. We confess
in the Canons III/IV 16,
Man through the fall did not cease to be man
endowed with intellect and will; and sin. . . did
not deprive man of his human nature. . . . So also
this divine grace of regeneration does not act
upon men as if they were blocks and stones and
does not take away the will and its properties, or
violently coerce it, but makes the will spiritually
alive, heals it, corrects it, pleasantly and at the
same time powerfully bends it. As a result, where
formerly the rebellion and resistance of the flesh
fully dominated, now a prompt and sincere

obedience of the Spirit begins to prevail, in which
the true, spiritual renewal and freedom of our will
consists.

Experiencing this power of God
Freedom is not the freedom to choose and to do anything at all, but freedom to choose what is truly and
eternally good, what honours our Maker, the Father,
imitates our Saviour, his Son, and displays the power
of our Renewer, the Holy Spirit. Our hearts should be
full of delight, delighting in God himself and in all his
instruction. We also confess,
All those in whose hearts God works [regeneration] in this amazing way are certainly, unfailingly,
and effectively regenerated and do actually believe.
And then the will so renewed is not only acted
upon and moved by God but, acted upon by God,
the will itself also acts. Therefore man himself is
rightly said to believe and repent through the grace
he has received” (CD III/IV 12).
I pray that each reader would now reflect upon God
in thankfulness. May you be filled with the life of
the Spirit and the love of Christ, with a heart that
loves and desires the Lord above all! Work out your
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God
himself who is at work in you, to will and to work for
his good pleasure.
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Ted Van Raalte
Professor of Ecclesiology at the Canadian Reformed
Theological Seminary in Hamilton, ON
tvanraalte@crts.ca

This is the very way in which God always achieves what he wills:
by giving our wills the power and will to will what we will.
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Instructive Anecdotes from
Church History
R

andom House Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines an anecdote as “a short account of an incident
of an interesting or amusing nature, often biographical.” This definition, although a good start, dismisses
other factors that should be mixed into the anecdotal
stew, the leading one being that anecdotes can pack
a pedagogical wallop that is often more impressionable than a naked narrative. Still, Winston Churchill
called them “the gleaming toys of history” while others
have damned them as worthless “conversational junk
jewelry.” But the Scriptures teach that not only our
steps, but our missteps are directed by the Lord, making them priceless human artifacts that – while not
seismic in their impact – are, nevertheless, incidents
that educate.
If anecdotes inspire joy, then they serve an important purpose because Solomon wrote that “to everything there is a season, . . a time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance” (Ecclesiastes 1:1, 4). We often hear preaching that reflects the
Bible’s teaching about “the old man” and “the new man,”
forgetting the third man of the Bible who is just as fundamental; I refer to the “human.” Anecdotes reveal our
humanness, the men and women who we are because
anecdotes glorify our humanness while simultaneously sharpening our wit and making our funny bones
tingle. The reason? Because an anecdote is real history, not a joke that’s suspended in midair, unable to
touch the ground zero of our lives. For example, when
Jesus was accosted by the Syro-Phoenician woman in
Mark 7:27 who begged him to cast out the demon in
her daughter, He turned a deaf ear saying, “Let the
children [of Israel] be filled first, for it is not good to
take the children’s bread and cast it to the dogs.” The
woman pressed Him with her faith by a humble oneupmanship. She answered, “Yes, Lord, yet the dogs
under the table eat from the children’s crumbs” (verse
28). Christ was so impressed with “this saying,” her
“cheekiness,” His being worsted by her faith, that He
commanded her to “go your way; the demon has gone
out of your daughter” (verse 29). And, in the Old Testament when Moses confronted the Pharaoh, whose
heart the Lord hardened so that he would not let the
people go, the Pharaoh raged, “Get away from me!
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Take heed to yourself and see my face no more! For in
the day you see my face you shall die!” to which Moses
retorted, hinting at Pharaoh’s own demise, “You have
spoken well. I will never see your face again” (Exodus
10:27-29). Thus anecdotes tend to be clever and sue
for the last word in any verbal joust with the victor
receiving the spoils.
That anecdotes reveal our humanness is illustrated
by an insight of Matthew Henry who commented
on John Mark’s account of the young man who was
aroused out of bed in the middle of the night to witness the commotion in Jerusalem when Jesus was
arrested. What makes the nocturnal event anecdotal,
is not the Gospel account itself, but Matthew Henry’s
anecdotic touch. Picture yourself: it is the middle of
the night and there is a great commotion in the Garden of Gethsemane. You arise, throw a linen cloth
over your naked body to become an ambulance chaser.
As you follow Jesus and the posse, young men who
are Roman soldiers grab your linen, and you rip away
into the darkness stark naked (Mark 14:52). Matthew
Henry comments:
“How he was frightened out of his bed, to be a
spectator of Christ’s sufferings. Such a multitude,
so armed, and coming with so much fury, and in the
dead of the night, and in a quiet village, could not but
produce a great stir; this alarmed our young man, who
perhaps thought there was some tumult or rising in
the city, some uproar among the people, and had the
curiosity to go, and see what the matter was, and was
in such haste to inform himself, but threw a sheet
about him, as if he would appear like a walking ghost,
in grave clothes, to frighten those who had threatened
him, and ran among the thickest of them with this
question, What is to do here? . . .”
Again: “See how he was frightened into his bed again,
when he was in danger of being made a sharer in
Christ’s sufferings. . . .” Thus John Mark was frightened out of bed and then frightened into bed! Do we
wonder that he does not identify himself?!
God-willing, and editor-willing, too (!), in a future
issue or two I hope to bring more anecdotes that should
amuse, teach, enlighten, and showcase the humanity
and wisdom of the saints who have preceded us.

1. GREAT PREACHING

4. FAST FOOD ART

Samuel Parr was an English author and minister of
the Gospel (1747-1825). On Easter Sunday in 1800,
Parr proclaimed the Gospel before the lord mayor
of London. The sermon was riveting. When asked
to opine, the mayor replied that he heard only four
things that he disliked: the 4 quarters of hour that
were struck by the church clock. (Note: This account
is the antithesis of the trite quip about sermons that
are so long that the people not only fixate on their
watches but remove and shake them vigorously to see
if they are running.)

Charles Hodge (1797-1878) was a great Princeton
Seminary theologian and minister of the Presbyterian
Church USA. One of his favorite anecdotes concerned
an artist who was commissioned to paint the devastating triumph of the Israelites over the Egyptians when
they passed through the Red Sea. But when the large
canvas was presented, it was found to be nothing but
red paint.
“What is this?” asked the patron.
“Why, it’s the Red Sea.”
“But where are the Israelites?”
“Oh, they’ve passed over.”
“All right, but where are the Egyptians?”
“They’re under the sea.”

2. IDIOMATIC BIBLE TRANSLATION
Martin Luther translated the Latin New Testament into German in 1521 while imprisoned at
the Wartburg Castle. It was a formidable undertaking, so that he had to adapt words that would fit
the capacity of the German people. For example,
the Greek monetary unit drachma and the Roman
denarius were translated Groschen and the Roman
centurion was called a Haultmann. Particularly, he
wrestled with the word “barbarian” in 1 Corinthians
14:11. The verse describes the effect of not understanding someone who speaks in tongues: “Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I
shall be a barbarian to him who speaks, and he who
speaks will be a barbarian to me.” Luther’s solution?
He translated “barbarian” with the word undeutsch!
(Note: Luther’s translation is reminiscent of the preReformer, William Tyndale, who translated Genesis
39:2: “And the Lorde was with Joseph, and he was a
luckie felowe.”)

3. FINDING THE RIGHT WORD
In the early years of the Ebenezer Reformed
Church in Shafter, California, a wedding was conducted by a minister who grappled with mastering
the English language. When he finally made the
transition from German to English, he successfully
did so but not without incident. While conducting
a wedding in English, he struggled to remember the
word “flesh” in Genesis 2:24, when God said that the
man must leave his father and mother and cleave to
his wife and become “one flesh.” He struggled with
the right word, dug deeply into his cerebral dictionary, and proclaimed that the two will become “one
beef.” When the service was completed one of the
members chimed that “one beef ” was at least better
than “one pork.”

5. PREDESTINATION
When Charles Hodge finished a lecture on Predestination, he was accosted by a woman who questioned:
“So, you believe, Dr. Hodge, that what is to be will
be?” He responded: “Why, yes, lady, I do. Would you
have me believe that what is to be won’t be?” Again:
In Scotland a man was found guilty of murder and
argued before the bench: “I was predestinated from all
eternity to do it.” The judge answered: “So be it, then
I was predestined from all eternity to order you to be
hanged by the neck, which I now do.”

6. FORBIDDEN CHRISTMAS FRUIT
Professor John Murray of Westminster Theological
Seminary was a stickler for the Regulative Principle
of Worship, so much so that his practice was not to
observe Christmas as a special day. One day some
seminary students who did observe Christmas offered
him candy which he cordially accepted and tasted
to his satisfaction. Then the students mischievously
informed him and with an air of delight: “Professor
Murray, it’s Christmas candy.” To which Murray, seemingly not blinking an eye, retorted: “That’s all right. I
don’t object to eating meat offered to idols.”

7. THE WEALTH OF THE SINNER IS
LAID UP FOR THE JUST
When the evangelist George Whitefield was journeying in Scotland, he was confronted with a highwayman who demanded his money, five guineas of
quarter ounce gold each. He continued his travel when
the same highwayman accosted him a second time,
demanding his coat. Whitefield complied with his
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request, while accepting the robber’s tattered habiliment until he could find a replacement. Then a third
time the same thief galloped toward him so furiously
that Whitefield feared for his hide and spurred his
horse until he reached some cottages for housing and
refuge. The robber was thwarted and aghast, for when
Whitefield removed the robber’s habiliment, he discovered in one of its pockets a parcel containing one
hundred guineas of quarter ounce gold.

8. BROKE, BUT STILL RICH
After a time of great affliction while he was laboring
as a missionary for the China Inland Mission, Hudson Taylor wrote home to his wife: “We have twentyfive cents and all the promises of God!”

9. SLUGGISH OBEDIENCE
Pastor Charles Spurgeon attempted to help a man
who had been in the faith for forty years, and yet had
never been baptized. The man justified himself by citing
Isaiah 28:16: “He that believeth shall not make haste.”
Spurgeon countered with Psalm 119:60: “I made haste,
and delayed not to keep thy commandments.”

10. MEAGER SALARY
The leaders of a small church contacted Spurgeon
and asked him to recommend a preacher for their
empty pulpit. When he learned of the meager salary, he wrote them: “The only individual I know, who
could exist on such a stipend, is the angel Gabriel. He
would need neither cash nor clothes; and he could
come down from heaven every Sunday morning, and
go back at night, so I advise you to invite him.”

11. EQUESTRIAN MAGIC
The Dutch theologian Desiderius Erasmus (14661536) was a principal pre-Reformer of the 16th century, publishing the Greek New Testament in 1516.
He was Roman Catholic, but harbored doubts about
Rome’s doctrine of transubstantiation that declared
that the bread and the wine in the Lord’s Supper
become the actual body of Christ. While visiting Sir
Thomas More in England, More prevailed upon him
to accept the miracle of the Mass, saying: “Believe that
you have the body of Christ and you have it really.”
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Erasmus was mute on the subject until he left England
with a horse loaned him by More, which he shipped to
the Continent but without More’s blessing. More was
not amused. When More complained about his missing beast, Erasmus answered with doggerel:
You said of the bodily presence of Christ:
Believe that you have, and you have!
Of the nag I took, my reply is the same:
Believe that you have, you have him!

12. REPORTS OF TWO DEATHS THAT
ARE GREATLY EXAGGERATED
This Mark Twainism has been repeated many times
in history, although Twain gets credit for its coinage.
The phrase is applicable to John Calvin for two reasons. First, his own “exaggerated” death. Calvin was
continually sick, being “in deaths often,” and so much
so that he could have written that “reports of my life
are greatly exaggerated!” Still, when word of a grave
illness spread to the Catholics in France, they threw a
Jubilee party, celebrating his demise. His friend Beza
reported that the canons of his birthplace in Noyon
celebrated with ecstasy before God and that a similar fest occurred in Fribourge. Second, (as turnabout
is fair play), when Calvin heard of the death of the
French evangelist William Farel (who was also his
best friend) he passed on the report as if it was gospel-truth. Later, he apologized to Farel: “I suffered the
punishment which I deserved for my over hastiness.
And would that I had been the only one who suffered
it. It made the thing worse, that I involved very many
good men in the same grief with myself. Consoled,
however, now by more joyful news, I am forgetting my
folly and disgrace. . . Since I have buried you before the
time, may the Lord grant the Church may see you my
survivor. . . .” (Note: Calvin’s prayer was answered; his
own unexaggerated death occurred in 1564 and Farel’s
in 1565.)

rh

Jim West
Sacramento, CA

Update on Mercy Street Reformed
Church/Chapel in Denver, CO
(1/20/19)
"

W

hat does it profit us to know that God created,
and by His providence upholds, all things?
That we may be patient in adversity, thankful in prosperity, and for what is future have good confidence
in our faithful God and Father, that no creature shall
separate us from His love, since all creatures are so in
His hand, that without His will they cannot so much
as move.” (Q and A 28 of the Heidelberg Catechism)
As is the case with most (if not all) church plant
attempts, there have been joys and sorrows, encouragements and discouragements, moments of strong faith,
as well as moments of doubt, etc., but throughout all
of the ups and downs the profit of knowing God’s
providence has been a rich blessing as it has given
us the strength to carry on. We have been at it now
for about seven and a-half months (having officially
started on June 1, 2018), and in what follows I will
list some of the workings of Mercy Street Reformed
Church/Chapel as of this date.
1. Since June my wife, Carole, and I continue to host
two weekly Bible Studies at our apartment. One is
held on Wednesday evenings from 6:30 till approximately 8:30, and the other one is held on Thursday

Mornings from 9:30-10:30. The Wednesday evening
study includes dinner beforehand which is always a
good time of fellowship prior to being fed with the
Word of God.
2. In August I started a weekly podcast titled ‘M
Street’ in order to promote Mercy Street Reformed
Church/Chapel. By God’s grace I have been able to
produce an episode in each one of the past twenty-one
weeks using the Heidelberg Catechism as my guide.
As of this date there have been over 2,200 downloads
of the M Street Podcast.
3. In September Carole and I began mentoring two
students through a program offered at a local public
high school. We meet weekly with our mentees and
one of them has attended our Wednesday evening
Bible study on a number of occasions. We are praying
that this will give us further opportunities to meet and
invite others.
4. In October we were able to find a place to rent
in order to hold Lord’s Day services – a local YMCA
Community Room, which charges us $30/hour (not
bad for Denver area rent).
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5. On November 18th we held our first Lord’s
Day worship service and at this point we continue to
hold services every other Lord’s Day with the intention being that we will begin holding regular weekly
services in April or May. On average we have 10-12
attend our services (this morning we had 13), and the
giving has been very positive. Following our service, all
are invited to our house for lunch and fellowship, and
we usually have about 5-6 who join us.
6. Beginning this past Monday (1/14) and continuing through the end of April, I am leading a Bible
study at the University of Colorado School of Pharmacy. The attendees are primarily students that are
working on their doctorates in Pharmacology, but students from the medical and dental school have also
been invited. We provide lunch for these students (I’m
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not above bribing them with food if it means they get
to hear the gospel and be taught from God’s Word),
and although there are approximately fifty students
that have signed a sheet saying that they’re interested
in attending, there were only six students and one faculty member at our first meeting. Of course, we pray
that more will come (especially as word gets out that
there’s free food), and that some of them would come
our way in terms of their church attendance and/or
membership.
7. From a miscellaneous standpoint – while in Denver I have had the opportunity to preach at Trinity
Covenant RCUS in Colorado Springs, Grace RCUS
in Greeley, Providence RCUS in Limon, Providence
RCUS in Rock Springs and at Christ Reformed
RCUS in Casper. Last Lord’s Day I preached in the
morning and evening at a local PCA. As part of the
Consistory and Spiritual Counsel of Trinity Reformed
I participate (by phone) during each monthly meeting.
Carole and I are doing pre-martial counseling with an
engaged couple from our church. Lord willing, this
Thursday (1/24), I will be doing 6 radio spots that will
then be broadcast on a local Christian station. These
spots will give out information about our church plant
and again, we pray that God will use it to bring people
our way. As a congregation (of sorts) our desire is to
do a group project involving community outreach, and
we are currently praying for wisdom and guidance in
that regard.
Thank you for praying for Mercy Street. We are
thankful for all the ways in which God has blessed
us so far and look forward to the weeks and months
ahead.
Pastor Chris Moulton

Gone, Gone With The Wind
A Great Culture That Is No More
H

aving written about the Hosmer Charge and lamenting its demise only 65 years after its heyday
in 1948 when it included 442 baptized members, I concluded that I should also describe the culture in which
that and other Eureka Classis charges and congregations thrived. As I mentioned in that previous article,
the German-Russian people were spared the destruction of biblical Christianity that overtook Europe during the rise of the so-called “Enlightenment” philosophy
that dominated France, England and Germany between
1775 and 1875. This anti-Christian philosophy is still
the dominating world-view in education, news media
and left-wing politics in America to this day, having
come here during the early 20th Century and left Biblebelieving Christians to hold a small swath of the political and educational leadership as we continue into the
21st Century. Virtually all “mainline” Protestant denominations have fallen victim to this false man-centered
theology that denies the God of the Bible and believes
that socialism is the only economic system that makes
all persons truly equal (which it does by making them
all destitute of their daily bread – see Cuba and Venezuela as present examples). Bible-believing Christians
today face an uphill battle for everything from antiabortion to freedom of speech.
It was not always so. When the German-Russian folk
arrived in America between 1875 and 1914 (an emigration shut off by Russia during World War I), they
found a nation where vast numbers of people trusted
biblical teaching and lived biblical lifestyles in family
and church. The United States really was “One nation,
under God, with liberty and justice for all.” Nevertheless, the RCUS, which these new immigrants joined was
actually a leading part of the Liberal movement. Some
of its Eastern leaders were already preaching socialism
in 1927. This contradicted private property rights that
were made sacred by the “pursuit of happiness” clause of
the Declaration of Independence.

What was true of Reformed immigrants from Russia, their trust in the Bible, was also true of their
Lutheran and Congregationalist neighbors. Where
they disagreed, it was because of differing understandings of the Bible, not because some of them held the
Bible to be untrue. This, as I explained in the Article
on the Hosmer Church is why they and other congregations found it necessary to form a conservative Classis within the Liberal RCUS in 1911, and then later
in 1933-34 to withdraw from the union of the RCUS
and the Evangelical Church to continue as the RCUS.
Family devotions consisting of Bible reading and Prayer
were almost universal especially among these Reformed
immigrants. Nevertheless, these devotions, which were
conducted in German, often fell by the wayside as children were educated in English speaking schools while
the Eureka Classis continued to conduct worship services and even confirmation instruction in German.
The Classis was formed as a “German-speaking” Classis
in 1911 and it is sad that the transition to English was
held back by loyalty to that principle.
Now, there are several important results of this unity
in believing the Bible among the Protestant immigrants
from Russia in the Dakotas, Nebraska and Kansas.
First, there was community cohesiveness that caused
them to work together harmoniously in many ways.
Not least of these was in their conduct of the public
school system in their rural and town schools. While
these schools did not teach Bible classes, the moral standards were biblical, and the teaching personnel were
virtually all church members and confessing Christians.
This was in harmony with the State-required practices
in Eastern schools that went back to the early USA,
such as Bible reading and prayer as a part of every day’s
home-room opening ceremonies.
Another aspect of this Christian approach to life was
the fierce and patriotic loyalty to their new nation on
the part of these citizens, many of whom died fighting
for the United States in the First and Second World
wars. Even to this day small towns in these GermanRussian areas conduct special Memorial Day programs
in their communities.
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Along with these more religious activities, including strict observance of Sunday as the Christian Day
of Rest, the economic activity of the German-Russian
immigrants was based in a love and care for the land.
They had been farmers in Germany even before moving
to Russia and they were still farmers here in the United
States. Furthermore, their farming practices were very
traditional. Each farm was a diversified operation that
not only planted several grains, including wheat, oats,
rye and flax, but each farm also had a herd of dairy
cattle, and often herds of sheep, pens of hogs and fowl,
including chickens, ducks and geese. This lent itself to a
strongly self-supporting agriculture. Farmers could and
did literally feed themselves a varied diet from the land
they farmed, including vegetables from a large garden.
Hay and feed grains for the animals also came from the
land. Milk was separated into cream and skim, with the
cream being sold to one of the thousands of “cream stations” found in all small towns, and extra eggs were also
sold at the local grocery stores for shipment to cities and
to provide grocery money for sugar, salt and other spices
necessary to savory cooking. The skim milk was mixed
with oats, allowed to ferment and then fed to the hogs
who were both butchered on the farm and sold to markets, as were Cattle and sheep. I not only visited these
farms on Sundays, but also worked on them, picking up
glacial stones from the grain fields beginning at age 6,
and driving farm tractors beginning at age 8. There was
a war going on, World War 2, and while the young men
were off to war, children often took their places working
in the fields.
These farms were occupied by large families with
four or more children who worked hard together to
produce their bounty and were held strongly together
by the love of husbands and wives for each other, for
their children and for God. The 8 grade rural schools
provided ample and excellent education in reading, writ14 | Reformed Herald 75 / 1

ing, mathematics, history and geography, education that
actually far exceeds what high school provides for youth
today. Young couples often waited six to eight years after
receiving their rural school education, then married and
lived perfectly competent lives. A farmer from one of
our Hosmer country churches, Elder Peter Hauck, had
left school after the third grade, but had continued to
learn more as he grew up. Mr. Hauck could calculate in
his head to the penny how much he would be paid by
the grain elevator in town for his 186-bushel wagon of
wheat when the board price was posted in dollars and
cents, and quarter cents. I also treasure the memory of
Mr. Henry Huber, father of the late Elder James Huber
of Ashley, and grandfather of Mrs. Michelle Huber
Gruggett. Henry Huber came to the US in 1914 at the
age of 16, the only one of his family to escape conscription into the Russian army because he was only sixteen
years old at the time. He grew up with an uncle and was
a true Gentleman, well-educated and knowledgeable
about things far beyond the farm. He was 96 and I was
26 when we got to know each other and become good
friends. Many farmers I knew as a young pastor were
not only astute businessmen and godly husbands, they
could think rings around most college graduates today.
Many were Elders who regularly conducted worship
services and read sermons approved by the Spiritual
Council.
Growing up with such competent adults and children,
I learned to deal with animals from 1200-pound work
horses to chickens, which my Father neutered surgically
to make a few extra dollars (15 cents per chicken) and I
was his catcher and releaser after the double-sided operations. Capons grew to ten or twelve pounds and were
very tender and tasty when roasted. I also learned to
ride ponies bareback across the prairie finding my way
by “feel,” and noticing prominent landmarks, rather than
needing any other instructions.

I could go farther but let it suffice to say that that land
is still a part of me. I feel most comfortable of all in my
soul even today when I am roaming those familiar open
spaces on foot or in a vehicle. I can only feel tragedy
when I remember the land as it used to be. Nine-tenths
of the farm places are either totally gone or reduced to a
few sticks and stones, maybe around an old cellar hole.
I find this most striking when I fly over that country.
What used to be, especially God’s people, is gone, all

gone, gone with the wind. Interesting and heartwarming
at the same time is that Bible believing churches such as
the RCUS do continue to hang on very well as the older
generation is faithful and many of our churches include
families with young children, especially those we have
started in larger cities in recent years.” rh
Robert Grossmann
Vero beach Fl, and Menno, SD

Reformed Theological Seminar
Heidelberg (RTS)
Riedwiesenweg 10, D - 69181 Leimen, Germany
10 December 2018
For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed?
And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard?
And how are they to hear without someone preaching…
So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
Romans 10: 13 – 14, 17

Note: Dr. Victor E. d’Assonville was invited to and
addressed the RCUS Synod of 2017 about the work of
Reformed Theological Seminary in Heidelberg, Germany.
The following is an update on that work.

Dear Brethren, Friends and
Supporters of the RTS,
In some supermarkets, Christmas items have been
present since September. But this is clearly not about
the Gospel, the heart of the Christmas message. Dur-

ing the Advent season this may be observed – year
after year. In a time driven by consumerism, and in a
hedonistic society in which prosperity has become the
highest ideal, our text from Romans sounds presumptuous and strange.
“What relevance should prayer and preaching have
for me?”
“Why should I call on God?”
“What could any promises of blessedness
and redemption have to do with me?”
Jan-Feb 2019 | 15

Probably many of our fellow human beings would
react similarly to the text. But as those forgiven by
God we know this: the unbelievers’ greatest misery is
that they are not aware of their misery; that they do
not even know their absolute need for Christ. Paul,
Europe’s first missionary, expresses this unequivocally
in his letter to the church in Rome, emphasising the
necessity of true evangelism:
How then will they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how are they to believe in him of
whom they have never heard? And how are they to
hear without someone preaching. . . So faith comes
from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.
This is the reason why we at the RTS endeavour to
train men gifted and called by God to become servants
of Jesus Christ and His church in Germany and the
German-speaking world. A few years ago, Dr. Bernhard Kaiser (Executive Director of the Institute of
Reformed Theology in Germany, and professor of systematic theology at the Reformed Theological Faculty
at the Selye-János-University in Komárno, Slovakia)
pointed to this when he said:
“The Christian church stands or falls with the
preaching. Our churches today are falling because
of the new man-centred theologies. That’s why we
desperately need the RTS to train future pastors who
will once again correctly teach the Word of God.”
As the RTS we rejoice all the more that in October the third graduate of the RTS could be ordained.
Raphael Schuster was installed to serve the kingdom of God as a pastor and missionary in Hannover.
This assuredly is an important and encouraging step
towards the formation of more churches of reformed
conviction in Germany. The people in this land need
churches which uphold the reformed confessions and
catechisms on the basis of the holy scriptures – especially in a continuously darkening world.
At Christmastime this year, we have some news
to convey to you. On the 13th of October, the formal opening of the new study year took place. After
a devotion by Pastor René van der Wolf (the Netherlands), Pastor Eric Kayayan (Missionary to France
and French-Africa) held an exceptional and fascinating lecture about the connections between Geneva
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and Germany, entitled: “The meaning of the reformed
ecclesiological understanding of covenant theology – Calvin’s influence on Althusius and the further development
of reformed federal state thinking.”
In many respects, the current semester is characterised by the RTS being in a phase of radical change and
consolidation, which also relates to its financial situation
and its focus. Because of a lack of resources – particularly from abroad – efforts towards financing our work
take much time. Regarding the direction of the study
programs, the board has entertained the idea of not
limiting the RTS simply to full-time study but offering
part-time options. Those working, who because of their
job and family are not able to take up full-time study in
Heidelberg, would thereby have the possibility to study
theology from a reformed perspective.
Thank you very much for your faithful support over
the past years. Since the RTS, as a work of faith, is
dependent on the gifts from supporters and friends, we
ask you for your prayers and financial support, especially in light of the current financial strain. Feel free to
approach me with your questions and suggestions.
Praying that our Lord may bless you abundantly
during Advent and Christmas, I greet you warmly in
Christ,

rh

Victor E. d’Assonville
also on behalf on the Board and staff

Dr. Victor E. d’Assonville
Email vicdas@rtsonline.de, Tel. +491755063249
Our account information:
Account information for supporting from the USA:
Mission2germany USA Routing # 091907785
and account # 0094557
Account information in Germany: RTS – ReformatorischTheologisches Predigerseminar e.V.
Bank: Hannoversche Volksbank
IBAN DE57 2519 0001 0654 7540 00
BIC VOHA DE 2HXXX

The Biblical Method of Training
our Covenant Youth
THE CALL TO TRAIN OUR CHILDREN

T

raining children is one of the most difficult duties of Christian parents, and the Word of God
has much instruction for us. But one of the first things
we must remember when it comes to our children is
Psalm 127:3: “Behold, children are a heritage from the
LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward.” In other
words, our children, first and foremost, belong to God
and are a wonderful gift given by Him. Therefore, children must be loved and diligently trained for God’s
glory. Proverbs 22:6 reads: “Train up a child in the way
he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart
from it.” This text not only commands us to train our
children, but it also comforts us with a general truism
that when the child is old he shall not depart from the
way he was taught. Christian parents, who take their
calling seriously to raise their children in the fear and
admonition of the Lord, may find comfort in this text.
The chief principle in the training of our children
is that of discipline. The word “train” in the Hebrew
means “to narrow” not to broaden or let loose, but to
discipline. It’s in the fallen nature of every child to
walk the broad way of sin, because, like every parent,
sin resides in the heart. The ungodly philosophy of the
world says let the children go their own way, so they can
explore the different avenues in this world and decide
for themselves what they like or dislike. But Scripture
teaches us that our children, just like parents, must
be governed by God’s Word so they do not walk the
broad road of destruction. You see, God has given us
children in order that we might raise godly offspring
for the glory and praise of our God. Malachi 2:15: “He
seeks godly offspring.” And so, fathers are exhorted in
Ephesians 6:4: “Do not provoke your children to wrath
but bring them up in the training and admonition of
the Lord.”
The 5th Commandment teaches parents that we must
love our children, even as it exhorts children to honor
their father and mother. The Heidelberg Catechism,
Q&A 104 reads: “What does God require in the Fifth
Commandment? That I show all honor, love and faithfulness to my father and mother, and to all in authority over me, submit myself with due obedience to all

their good instruction and correction, and also bear
patiently with their infirmities, since it is God’s will
to govern us by their hand.” According to the 5th Commandment, Christian parents are responsible before
God to raise their children with “good instruction
and correction.” The Lord primarily uses the means of
good instruction and correction from Christian parents to teach covenant children the ways of God from
infancy to adulthood. And it’s normally these children
that the Lord is pleased to save and therefore they do
not depart from the faith. The word “child” in Proverbs 22:6 is used in a general sense and it refers to a
child from infancy to adolescence. And so, the text is
a call for Christian parents to love their children of all
ages by exercising loving discipline, leading them in the
narrow way, and applying good instruction and correction in teaching them to walk in the ways of the Lord.
This is exactly what we vowed when our children were
baptized. Notice the baptismal vow confessed by every
parent in the RCUS who brings their child forward to
receive God’s covenant sign in baptism:
First: Do you acknowledge that, although our children are conceived and born in sin and therefore subject to condemnation, they are holy in Christ and,
as members of His Church, ought to be baptized?
Answer: I do.
Second: Do you promise to instruct your child in the
principles of our Christian faith as revealed in the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, and as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism; and do you promise
to pray with and for your child, to set an example of
piety and godliness before him (her) and to endeavor by
all the means of God’s appointment to bring him (her)
up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord? Answer:
I do. (RCUS Directory of Worship)
Parents, are you faithful to your Christian vows before
God? Which way are you training your children? Are
you training them in the way of Jesus Christ, the narrow way of life everlasting? Do you teach them their
need for a Savior because of their inborn and actual
sin? Do you teach them that they must believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ for salvation? “For the promise is to
you and to your children, and to all who are afar off, as
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many as the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:39). Do
arranged in the form of questions and answers, adapted
you teach them that salvation is by grace alone through
to the capacity and comprehension of the ignorant and
faith alone in Jesus Christ alone? Do you teach them to
unlearned; or it is a brief summary of the doctrine of
take delight in living according to the commandments
the prophets and apostles, communicated orally to
of God in all good works out of a heart of gratitude
such as are unlearned, which they are again required
for such a wondrous salvation? Do you teach them to
to repeat.”
forsake unrighteousness and follow God’s commandIn other words, a catechism is a summary of the docments? Do you teach them the Scriptures? You promtrines taught in the Holy Scriptures; it is a systematic
ised to do so in the baptismal vow! Do you teach them
doctrinal instruction in the Word of God. The practhe Heidelberg Catechism? What about prayer? Do
tice of catechism instruction is based on the convicyou pray with and for your children and set a godly
tion that the Bible contains a system of doctrine. The
example of piety and godliness for them by obeying
Bible is not merely a collection of stories with little
God’s commands? Do you use the means God has
moral lessons. The Bible consists of the great doctrines
appointed to bring your children up in
the care and admonition of the Lord?
Do you take seriously your calling as
parents to teach your children to walk
in the ways of the Lord? This is what
Our children, first and foremost,
you promised when you brought them
forward in baptism. Are you faithful to
belong to God and are a wonderful
what you vowed to the Lord?
gift given by Him. Therefore, children
We must teach our children that in
all things, whether we eat or drink, we
must be loved and diligently trained
do all for the glory of God (1 Corinfor God’s glory.
thians 10:31). We should not have a
home where our children learn that
it’s only in corporate worship on Sunday that we do things for the glory of
God. We must teach our covenant children that every
of God. These doctrines form a glorious harmonimoment of every day in every area of life they must do
ous, logical system. This system is consistently found
all things in the service of almighty God out of a gratethroughout Scripture, and it contains no contradicful heart. “And whatever you do in word or deed, do all
tions. Catechism teaching seeks to elicit from Scripin the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God
ture these great doctrines of God’s Word and present
the Father through Him” (Col. 3:17).
them in a logically summarized format. Anyone who
teaches knows that it’s almost impossible to learn anyTHE BIBLICAL METHOD OF
thing unless the teaching is systematic and carefully
TRAINING OUR CHILDREN
arranged in its logical relations, and this is exactly
The Biblical method of instructing our children in
what the catechism does. It must also be emphasized
the ways of the Lord is catechism. The word catechism
that catechism instruction not only sets forth the truth
simply refers to a method of instruction that was, at
of God’s Word, but it also sharply distinguishes truth
one time, the most commonly used method in the
from error. Catechism instruction seeks to equip God’s
church to instruct children and new converts in the
people to discern the truth, contend for the truth and
great truths of God’s Word. For centuries Reformed
in doing so refute and condemn error. However, what
Churches used the Heidelberg Catechism for catneeds to be emphasized is the fact that the catechism
echetical instruction of covenant youth to bring them
is of great value ONLY if it is used. If it only sits in
to maturity in the Christian faith in order that they
the church archives left to gather dust, then there is no
might confess their faith in the Lord Jesus and their
profit at all in having a catechism. In other words, the
agreement with the doctrines of the Word of God. In
catechism must be a living document in the life of the
his commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism, Casper
church from which people draw instruction, correcOlevianus wrote the following words, “The system of
tion, and comfort. It must be the church’s living concatechizing includes a short, simple and plain exposifession that declares what the church believes is taught
tion and rehearsal of the Christian Doctrine, deduced
from the writings of the prophets and apostles, and
in Scripture.
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Catechism instruction is usually given by means of a
series of questions and answers that are very carefully
constructed. The teacher asks a set of formal questions
and the students memorize the answers contained in
the catechism. The word catechism derives from the
Greek word katecheo, which is a combination of two
Greek words. “Kata” is a word that generally means
“down” or “down towards.” The other word, “echeo”,
means “to sound.” We are familiar with the English
word echo, which indicates a sound that repeats itself
as it reverberates. This is exactly how the catechism
works. The parent or teacher asks a theological question, and then waits for the child to sound back the
answer. As we “sound down” the truth of Scripture, we
hope that this same sound will echo back in the hearts
and lives of our covenant children. If done consistently,
the minds of our children will be forever shaped by the
truth of God’s Word. This is ordinarily the way the
Holy Spirit works in converting the soul.

SCRIPTURAL PROOF OF CATECHISM
TRAINING
The Greek New Testament uses the word “katecheo”
to refer to teaching someone in an orderly and systematic way, by word of mouth, in the form of a question
and answer dialogue. Luke refers to this in chapter
1:3-4 of his Gospel, “. . .it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the
very first, to write to you an orderly account, most
excellent Theophilus, that you may know the certainty
of those things in which you were instructed.” The
English word translated “instructed” is the Greek word
“katecheo.” Luke’s purpose in writing his Gospel is
that those who have been catechized in the doctrine of
Christ might know the certainty of the things in which
they were instructed. This form of systematic instruction included memorized statements of doctrine and
confession. The Apostles’ Creed was developed by the
early New Covenant church for this very purpose, but
it was just keeping in step with the method of teaching
found in the Old Testament. When Ezra stood up to
read the Book of the Law in Nehemiah 8 the Scripture
says that the Levites who were with Ezra “helped the
people to understand the law” (Nehemiah 8:7). The
manner in which they did this was a form of catechism
instruction. “So they read in the book of the law of
God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to
understand the reading” (Nehemiah 8:8).
The Apostle Paul refers to catechism instruction
of the Jews as those “being instructed (catechized)
out of the law” (Romans 2:18). The Jews to whom
Paul refers had been catechized in the Law of God.
Acts 18:24-25 tells us that Apollos was “an eloquent

man and mighty in the Scriptures” and he “had been
instructed in the way of the Lord. . . .” The word
translated “instructed” is the Greek word “katecheo.”
Clearly Apollos was a man mighty in the Scripture for
the simple fact that he was catechized in the truth of
Scripture. In Galatians 6:6, the Apostle Paul exhorts
believers with these words, “Let him who is taught the
word share in all good things with him who teaches.”
The word translated “taught” is the Greek word “katecheo.” Paul exhorts those who are catechized “to share
in all good things with him who teaches” or does the
catechizing. Another example is found in 1 Corinthians 14:19: “. . .yet in the church I would rather speak
five words with my understanding, that I may teach
others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue.” The
word translated “teach” in this text, once again, is the
Greek word “katecheo.” And so, the Apostle Paul said
he would rather catechize or teach others the Word
of God than speak ten thousand words in a tongue. If
this was Paul’s attitude concerning the special gift of
the Spirit of speaking in tongues, which gift has passed
away with the completion of the canon of Scripture,
then how much more those things in our day which are
neither gifts nor instruction in the Word of God but
are used as substitutes for preaching and instruction
in the life of the church? Though our age has seen an
explosion of knowledge, there is in fact a tragic lack of
knowledge about the great and fundamental doctrines
of the Scriptures in most churches. Solid preaching
and teaching of the Word of God in the church has
been replaced with worship services that are mostly
music, telling stories of personal experiences and other
forms of entertainment. People in the pews are stirred
up emotionally by all sorts of devices such as music,
drama, skits, plays, shouting, hand clapping, etc., but
there is very little instruction in the objective truths
of God’s Word. Are these churches being faithful to
Christ and His Word? Are they being faithful to their
members? As can be seen from the Scripture references above, the only churches that are being faithful to
Christ, His Word, and the members of Christ’s church
are those that are faithfully and diligently catechizing
their members, infants to elderly, in the sound doctrine
of God’s Word.
Although the term catechism is not used, the teaching method of catechizing is also seen in the life of
Jesus. At age twelve Jesus is found in the temple, “sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them,
and asking them questions. And all that heard him
were astonished at his answers” (Luke 2:46-47). Very
clearly, we see in this interaction the teaching method
of catechism being employed. Jesus also used the catechetical method of teaching by question and answer
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The catechism is a summary of the doctrines taught in the
Holy Scriptures; it is a systematic doctrinal instruction in the
Word of God. The practice of catechism instruction is based on
the conviction that the Bible contains a system of doctrine.

with His disciples in order to draw from them the
confession that He was the Christ (Matthew 16:1320). Catechism instruction is also the chief method
of the Great Commission. Matthew 28:20: “. . .teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.” This calling involves more than merely
expounding a passage of Scripture. It requires bringing
the Scriptures together so as to elicit a response from
those who hear the teaching or doctrine contained in
the Scriptures. Jesus does this with the men on the road
to Emmaus in Luke 24:26 when He says: “Ought not
the Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter
into his glory?” The “yes” answer is implied in Jesus’
rhetorical question. Yes, it was the necessary way of
salvation and will of God. “And beginning at Moses
and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all
the Scriptures the things concerning himself ” (Luke
24:27). We also see Jesus using catechism instruction
in Luke 10:25-28: “And behold, a certain lawyer stood
up and tested Him, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to
inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written
in the law? What is your reading of it?” So he answered
and said, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength,
and with all your mind,’ and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’” And He said to him, “You have answered rightly;
do this and you will live.” The lawyer went on to ask
the question about who was his neighbor and Jesus
answered with the parable of the Good Samaritan.
Notice the catechetical question and answer dialogue
that takes place with Jesus and the lawyer. Throughout Scripture we read of numerous accounts of Jesus
employing the method catechism teaching to instruct
people.
Clearly catechism teaching is at the very heart of the
life of the church. This is true also for the covenant
children, and pastors have the same calling as did
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Peter to not only feed Jesus’ sheep, but also to feed His
lambs ( John 21:15-17). The systematic training of the
covenant youth in catechism instruction is an important aspect of the pastor’s calling. For this reason, the
RCUS Constitution, Article 192 states, “Every pastor
shall carefully prepare the youth in his pastoral charge
for communicant membership in the Church by diligently instructing them in the doctrines and duties of
the Christian religion. The period of instruction shall,
if possible, be so extended that the pupils memorize
and are able to recite the entire Heidelberg Catechism
before confirmation. The course of instruction shall
include catechetical explanation and memorization,
Bible history, Bible readings and memorizations, and
the study of the books and contents of the Bible,
the Belgic Confession of Faith, the Canons of Dort,
church history, also the singing and memorization of
Psalms, hymns, and Scripture songs.” As mentioned
earlier, this is ordinarily the way in which the Holy
Spirit works in converting the soul of covenant youth.
The RCUS Constitution is very clear concerning
the duty of pastors; they are to diligently catechize the
children of the church entrusted to their care with the
entire Heidelberg Catechism. This means it is also the
duty of every covenant child to memorize the truth
of Scripture as summarized in the Heidelberg Catechism. Parents, your roll is to reinforce what your child
has been taught in the catechism class by continuing
the method of catechism training at home. It is only
by faithfully catechizing our covenant youth that we
honor God and find great hope in the truth of Proverbs 22:6, “Train up a child in the way he should go:
and when he is old, he will not depart from it.”
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Pastor Scott Henry
Sutton NE

Welcome to the
Canon Commotion!
Note: The following article was posted on the “Heidelbrief ”,
a publication of Heidelberg Theological Seminary, Sioux
Falls, SD, available on the HTS website. It is reprinted
here with thanks to Rev.Paul Treick and to HTS for
permission to publish this in the Reformed Herald.

P

erhaps you’ve already heard about the Canons of
Dort, but did you know they are celebrating their
400th birthday? Formed between 1618 and 1619 in
Dordrecht, the Netherlands, at an international synod, they were birthed in a consensus of the Reformed
churches of the day. The Canons refute the teachings
of Jacob Arminius, which were then troubling the
church, by articulating the gospel as it is necessary for
salvation, and exposing the errors of Arminianism.
To celebrate this landmark anniversary, HTS will
be sharing content over the next year from Reverend
Paul Treick’s book, Faith of Our Fathers, Living Still: A
Study of the Five Points of Calvinism. We invite you to
join us on this journey through matters of great importance to our souls.
“Faith of our fathers, living still
in spite of dungeon, fire and sword;
O how our hearts beat high with joy
whene’er we hear God’s glorious Word;
Faith of our fathers, holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death.”
(Frederick W. Faber, 1849)
The faith of our fathers is a faith which has been seriously eroding in recent years. In the Reformed Church
we hold it precious, not for the sake of tradition, but
because that faith was one which our Heavenly Father
entrusted to us and our children, as the basis of His
Covenant of Grace, that we might know His saving
grace in Jesus Christ. May we, by God’s help, be faithful and true to the glorious doctrines of His grace as
He has revealed them to us in His Holy Word.

How the Psalmist also yearned for this: “I will open
my mouth in a parable: I will utter dark sayings of old:
Which we have heard and known, and our fathers have
told us. We will not hide them from their children, showing to the generation to come the praises of the Lord,
and his strength, and his wonderful works that he hath
done. That the generation to come might know them,
even the children which should be born; who should arise
and declare them to their children.” (Ps. 78:2-4, 6)
In speaking of our “fathers,” we think historically
first of the Patriarchs – Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob;
then of Moses, David, and the prophets of God; then
of the apostles such as Peter, John, and Paul; then of
the Reformers of the sixteenth century, especially John
Calvin; and finally of our own covenant fathers and
grandfathers, many of whom have given of themselves
that these precious truths of Scripture should still live
in the hearts of their children.
Therefore, this study is directed to covenant parents and to their children, that together they might
joyfully confess that this faith is “living still” in their
hearts and lives.

God Is Sovereign By Nature
A correct understanding of and a belief in the doctrine of the sovereignty of God is an absolute essential
to the Christian faith. This doctrine is not optional for
Christians, nor are any of the doctrines that flow from
it. God’s absolute right, power, and authority constitute the core of every teaching concerning the Christian’s faith and life.
The doctrine of God’s absolute sovereignty constitutes the nucleus of the Reformed faith. Yet it is not
a “Reformed” doctrine which some theologians have
simply concocted and preserved through history. It is
the teaching of the Holy Scriptures which each and
every Christian is called upon to confess. Only with
this foundation can “God be God.”
There remains, not only among the critics of the
Reformed Faith, but even among some who claim to
adhere to the Reformed faith, a serious misunderstanding, misinterpretation, and misapplication of the
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doctrine of God’s sovereignty, and especially so in the
area of “salvation by grace.” This is certainly not due to
the lack of perspicuity in the Scripture. It is most likely
due to a lack of study of Scripture or, even more alarming, to a deliberate and sinful attempt to resist God’s
sovereignty in favor of human autonomy (where man
is a law unto himself ).
While God is the sovereign ruler over all of our life

(in areas of creation, providence, history, science, etc.),
this study is confined to the matter of His sovereign
grace in the salvation of man. This teaching is the basis
for many statements of faith such as the Heidelberg
Catechism, The Belgic Confession of Faith, and the
Westminster Confession of Faith, and it is difficult to
find any better summary of this teaching than in the
creed known as the Canons of Dort.

“You are worthy, O Lord,
To receive glory and honor
and power;
For You created all things,
And by Your will they exist
and were created.”
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ChurchNews
Providence Reformed Church, Rock Springs, WY

On July 29, 2018, Jeremy &
Mikaela Inman were received
as communicant members
of this congregation by
profession of faith.
Following the birth of their
son Mathias, the sacrament of
baptism was administered on
Dec. 23, 2018, to both Mathias
and older son Ukiah.

Synod
The 273rd Synod of the RCUS is now scheduled to be held at Northland Reformed Church,
Kansas City, MO, from May 20-23, 2019.
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ChurchNews
Christ Reformed Chapel, Casper, WY
We are very grateful to God for answering our
repeated prayers to raise up elders and deacons at
Christ Reformed Church of Casper! On February
3, after being properly nominated, examined,
and elected, we witnessed the ordination and
installation of Marty Scott to the eldership of
Providence Reformed Church of Rock Springs,
serving the congregation of Christ Reformed Chapel
in Casper. Pictured left to right are Pastor Matt
Powell, Elder Marty Scott, and Elder Greg Hager.
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