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Steady as She Goes
As the Rev. Michael Schlatter was sailing across the Atlantic on his mission
to organize the first Coetus (Synod) of the German Reformed Church in 1747,
he might well have heard the ship captain shout to the helmsman: “Steady as
she goes.” That meant keep the ship heading steadily on the Captain’s course
regardless of wind-gusts or surging waves. Christ’s apostle Paul had a lot of seafaring experience on his missionary journeys. He had first-hand knowledge of the
power of wind and waves to toss a ship to and fro and even wreck it (see Acts
27). Paul uses a seafaring word-picture to exhort the church to walk worthy of her
calling in Christ (Eph.4). By Christ’s gifts of pastors and teachers, the church is to
mature in its knowledge of Christ so “as a result, we are no longer to be children,
tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine”
(Eph 4:14, NAS). His words are not exactly “steady as she goes,” but quite similar
in their Christian meaning.
Rough seas may not be a common experience to most of us in our day, but
we’ve all experienced wind; seen it toss stuff away from where it was supposed
to be. The church is not to be “tossable,” but “steady as she goes” in every age, no
matter the “winds” of doctrine that buffet her. And those “winds” have been buffeting the church throughout its history. Think of Baalism in the time of God’s Old
Testament congregation, think of Gnosticism in the days of the apostles, think of
the “winds” the 16th Century Reformers stood up against.
Christ has taught His church everything she needs to know to be “steady as
she goes.” He is the captain of our salvation (Heb 2:10, NKJV) and the church
must trust in and follow His Word. It was the dangerous wind of false doctrine
penetrating the church that prompted the confessional creeds/standards to be
formulated to essentially affirm: This is what Christ teaches in His Word; this is
how we should think and then act accordingly for His church to journey “steady
as she goes”, assured of reaching her glorious destination.
Back in 1748, the delegates to the second Coetus of the German Reformed
congregations affirmed that they would “unalterably” hold to their confessional
standards. Praise the Lord, every delegate to the 272nd Synod, ministers and elders,
had also affirmed at their ordination to office that the Holy Scriptures “are the
only and perfect rule of our Christian faith and life” and that our confessions “the
Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic Confession, and the Canons of Dort are in complete and accurate agreement with the Word of God.” And they each had promised to exercise their ministry/duties in accordance with their avowed faith. They
are gifts of Christ given to equip every church member to come to know Christ
Jesus and live “steady,” God-glorifying lives, in the unity of our confessed faith.
A “steady as she goes” walk is the visible church’s calling, but we are all dependent on the help we need from the throne of grace and mercy (Heb 4:16). Apart
from abiding in Christ and His Word as our confessions so helpfully and guardingly summarize it, we are prone to drift off course by the “winds” and “waves”
the devil, the world, and the flesh send against us. We, in our yet mortal weakness
continually need to be strengthened by Christ so we are not “tossed here and
there” by every wind of doctrine.
If we are discerning, as we should be, we are quite aware of those “winds”
in our day. Those “winds” all originate from those who are not thinking God’s
thoughts after Him. Those dangerous “winds” are the “wisdom” of those whose
mind has not been renewed by the gospel unto “the faith once for all delivered
to the saints” (Jude 3). We ask: is this “wind,” whether it is about God, about man,
about sin, about the way of salvation, about justification, sanctification, about
church, about worship, sacraments, about marriage, about justice, gender identity, about race, about the earth, about good and evil, about government. . . . . .is it
in accordance with Christ’s Word; within the bounds of our confessed Christian
faith? To rightly answer might need further prayerful study of the Scriptures and
confessions, and counsel from other gospel-believing brothers and sisters. But
let us, whom the Lord has purchased to be His, always be listening to Him to “be
steady as she goes,” assured of being brought to glory by the captain of our salvation, Jesus Christ.

Rev. George Horner
Editor

Rock Springs, WY

The Storm Before the Calm
B

ack in the Spring of 1967 a tornado was about
to hit in Grand Rapids, Michigan. I was taking
shelter in the damp basement of the house I was living in and peering out of a small window. Nothing was
moving. It was absolutely and mysteriously silent – no
wind, no birds singing. This was the oft-quoted “calm
before the storm.”
And then the tornado hit – buildings were ripped
apart, trees were uprooted, and the air was filled with
debris – bits of belongings which were once precious
to people. Calm was turned into chaos.
The real life of man is not like the “calm before a
storm,” but it is described more realistically in the Bible
as the “storm before the calm.” It is about suffering and
then glory. All people on earth will experience some
sort of suffering, but only the Christian can endure it
by knowing it leads to glory.
What do you really think about suffering? When
you are not in a Sunday School class and just giving a
dictionary definition, how do you actually respond to
suffering in your life? Are you just stoic and endure it
with clinched teeth? Or, are you bitter or even angry
with God? Are you discouraged that a sovereign God
and Father would have His own believing child endure
suffering? Does it tempt or weaken your faith? Or,
does it make it stronger?
I want to turn your attention to Romans 8. Paul is
speaking here of the Christian whose life is inhabited
and controlled and comforted by the Holy Spirit. He
begins that chapter saying that those who are in Christ
Jesus, “do not walk according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit.” (v. 1) Now look especially at verse 18 which
says, “For I consider that the sufferings of this present time
are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us.” Paul knew about suffering. He talks
about it in all of his writings. For him it is not just his
own personal suffering, but it is a part of the human
experience in this fallen world. This is not to discourage us, but to encourage us at the present time to live
in the joy and blessed hope of what God still has yet
to reveal to us. In doing this Paul contrasts various
things: the present and the future; the suffering and
the glory; the groanings and the hope, and from bearing the cross to wearing the crown.
Let’s look at four things that God wants us to know
about the storm before the calm.

Life in the Spirit Is a Life of Suffering
Because We Live in a Fallen World
Just because we are filled with the Holy Spirit, and
just because we are the children of God, and just
because we are justified by the blood of Christ does
not guarantee a painless life. We suffer precisely
because we are the children of God and live in a world
that hates God – where the forces of the world, the
devil, and our own flesh assail us without ceasing. We
are grieved by sin in us (Rom. 7:24) and sin that surrounds us every day in our lives. The world we live in
is contrary to our new nature which is no longer in the
flesh, but in the Spirit.
We need to understand this in light of the various
mistakes that are out there in the so-called Christian
marketplace. For the health and wealth ministries, if
you don’t have health and abundance, it is clearly a
lack of faith, because God wants you to have health
and riches now. On the other hand there are those who
cope with suffering by saying it is out of God’s control.
Paul’s answer: Wrong! And wrong!
It is a huge mistake to miss the point that God has
subjected the whole creation, of which man is a part,
to “futility” and suffering, in hope of a restoration
(Rom. 8:20). What curse upon disobedience did God
pronounce in Genesis 3? “Cursed is the ground for your
sake; in toil you shall eat of it all the days of your life.
Both thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you, and
you shall eat the herb of the field. In the sweat of your face
you shall eat bread till you return to the ground, for out of
it you were taken; for dust you are, and to dust you shall
return.” (17-19)
Every Christian must realize that until the consummation of all things – until glory comes – there will be
futility, and yes, suffering. It is safe to say that Paul is
not just speaking about persecution and rejection for
our faith, but of suffering in general: physical and mental anguish, diseases, poverty, injuries, etc. This adversity does not come by chance, but it too comes by the
fatherly hand of God – His providence.
Now Romans 8:17 tells us that we are “heirs of God
and joint-heirs with Christ.” What a great hope for the
future. But this verse goes on to say, “if indeed we suffer
with Him, that we may also be glorified together.” Look at
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane. The will of God
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took Him there, where He trembled, He wept, His
sweat fell like drops of blood, and He prayed, “Father,
if it is possible, let this cup pass from me.” To this he
added, “not as I will, but as you will.” And again He
prayed, “O My Father, if this cup cannot pass away
from me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” (Matt.
26:39, 42)
The pathway that Jesus took was from suffering
to glory – and that is the pathway that all who are
joint-heirs with Christ will also take. It is Jesus who
redeemed us body and soul, and promised, “I have
overcome the world.” And we “are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us.” (Rom. 8:37)
As long as we are in this fallen world, there will be
the storms of suffering in many forms. The Apostle
Paul put suffering and glory on a balance scale and
concludes in II Corinthians 4:17, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.”
This accursed world is not our final destination. It is
our faith that enables us to endure by looking beyond it.

Our Trials Are Real,
but the Glory Is Beyond Compare
Our sufferings and trials in this present world, however real, pale in comparison to glory. Life in the Holy
Spirit gives us a perspective that only a Christian can
have. Sometimes real human suffering seems like it is
beyond endurance, but Paul is saying that it is beyond
comparison. As bad as our adversities are, we pass
through the valleys (cf. Psalm 23), to something far
better which the believer sees by faith. II Corinthians
4:18 tells that “we do not look at the things which are
seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things
which are seen are temporary, but the things which are
not seen are eternal.”
How do we look at the things which are not seen?
This sounds impossible. II Cor. 5:7 answers this when
it tells us that “we walk by faith, not by sight.” We are
reminded that in Hebrews 11:1 we see “faith” defined
as “the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen.” Our faith sees the glorious future based on
the sure promises of God.
How great is that glory? Paul is not saying in
Romans 8 that when you enter glory it will just
blow you away with its magnificence. It is not like
going to a theater and when the curtains are drawn
back you see some great spectacle. It is much more
than that since Paul is saying that this glory is not
simply revealed TO you, but IN you! (v. 18). This
is our own glorification. It is not just a glory to be
observed, but a glory that you will be made to share
in when Christ returns.
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An incomparable transformation will take place.
Philippians 3:21 says that the Lord Jesus Christ “will
transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body. . . .” Birth defects, lost limbs, lost faculties,
lost energy, all handicaps, all diseases, and all heartbreak will end in the twinkling of an eye. The past is
erased and the glory is forever. All curse is removed.
That glory will be revealed to us and in us when all
things are made new.
You just can’t compare that glory to today’s suffering.

The Whole Universe Awaits the
Consummation, and it Groans
We yearn for this glorious future to come quickly,
but more than that, the whole creation is groaning as it
waits for glory. It is here personified. It too is waiting
for the calm. Rom. 8:20 tells us that the whole creation, subject to futility, is under the curse of God. It
is subject to God’s curse which brings decay, destruction, and disease until the day of redemption. It suffers
just as we do. God cursed the earth as a consequence
of man’s fall – sinful man could no longer live in a perfect world.
Verses 20 and 21 tells us that God subjected the
creation “in hope” that it would be “delivered from the
bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.” The creation’s deliverance will take place
simultaneous with the habitation of the children of
God. Until then, the creation “groans and labors with
birth pangs” until the birth of the new heavens and
new earth.
God has a perfect plan to deliver the created order.
II Peter 3 gives us both sides of this coin. First, for
the ungodly: “But the heavens and the earth which now
exist are kept in store by the same word, reserved for fire
until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.”
(v. 7) Again in v. 10, “But the day of the Lord will come
as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass
away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it
will be burned up.”
On the other hand, we who are in Christ “look for
a new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.” (v. 13) Again Paul teaches in other passages,
“Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the
Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” (II Cor. 3:17, 18) Again,
“For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then

It is the hope of the gospel, hope in Christ, that anchors our
souls in the storms of life. We eagerly wait for the calm of
Christ's return with perseverance

we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort
one another with these words.” (I Thess. 4:16-18)
We join the whole creation yearning for the day of
glorious calm. As believers we have the “firstfruits of
the Spirit,” and “even we ourselves groan within ourselves,
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our
body.” (Rom. 8:23) Paul underscores this in II Cor.
5:2, “For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed
with our habitation which is from heaven.”

The Christian Perseveres While
Waiting
If you are caught in the midst of a terrible storm,
you can hardly wait until it is past and the sun can
shine again. So also, our suffering now is always with
an eye on the glory still to come when the storms of
life will be no more. This truly is our hope. Here is
how Paul puts it, “For we were saved in this hope, but
hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope
for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see,
then we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.” (Rom.
8:24, 25)
The Christian’s hope is not just a desire or wish that
something better may come. It is integral to our faith
and just as sure as the promise of God. “For were are
saved in this hope.” (v. 24) Hope is always in something
yet to be revealed, for once we see it, we no longer
hope for it. Hebrews 6:19-20 describes hope as “an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which
enters the Presence behind the veil, where the forerunner
has entered for us, even Jesus, having become High Priest
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.” We can
tie this to the promise of our Lord who said in John
14:3, “And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there
you may be also.”
The Bible often encourages us to “wait on the
Lord” (cf. Ps. 27:14). That term “wait” is overflow-

ing with meaning and application. It is not a passive
posturing, but an active trust, and active endurance,
a leaning on the help of the Lord, and a persevering in every promise that encompasses our faith. We
persevere because God preserves His people. The
Gospel is all about a hope that is sealed to our hearts
by God’s gracious Spirit. “In Him [Christ] you also
trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel
of your salvation; in whom also, having believed, you
were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. (Eph.
1:13, 14)
It is this hope that anchors our souls in the storms
of life. We eagerly wait for the calm of Christ’s return
“with perseverance.” This hope comes as a gift of God’s
grace, applied to us by the Holy Spirit who helps us
persevere in our weakness. God has prepared the
future and us for it, and given us His Holy Spirit as a
guarantee. (II Cor. 5:5)

Conclusion
What do you think of suffering? We all endure it for
a little while. It is seen and felt, but it is also temporary.
When we find ourselves in the midst of it, we need to
contrast it with the calm and perfect peace that is ours
in Christ by grace through faith. Our Lord comforts
us saying, “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me
you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” ( Jn.
16:33) Nothing compares to the things which God
has prepared for those who love Him. Nothing at all.
In life’s storm-tossed sea when we yearn for calm, is
it any wonder that the Bible closes with these words:
“Amen, even so, come Lord Jesus.”

rh

Rev. Paul H. Treick
Modesto, CA
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President’s Report on the
State of the Church
to the 2018 Synod of the RCUS
Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

L

ast year, the Reformed Church in the United
States, along with numerous Lutheran and
Reformed denominations worldwide, joined together
to praise God for the five hundredth anniversary of the
Protestant Reformation. The fact that many churches
remain true to the principles of the Reformation today
is a testimony to the mercy of God.
We are especially blessed in the RCUS because
our history stretches back to within a few decades of
Luther’s heroic stand for the Word of God. We’ve had
our ups and downs, but the Lord has seen fit to preserve
our ministry as a witness to his grace.
Yet, as amazing as this is, it’s still only part of a much
larger picture. Our catechism reminds us that the Son of
God has been busy gathering, defending and preserving
his chosen communion under the banner of the gospel
since the beginning of the world (HC 54). By his Spirit
and through his Word, he calls his beloved to faith in
himself. Consequently, we are his church and he is our
Savior and King!
As the church of Jesus Christ, we continue to labor
wherever he calls us – in our individual congregations,
establishing new mission outposts, maintaining sisterchurch relationships both at home and around the
world, offering guidance to the seminaries we support,
caring for our retired pastors and widows, and so much
more. We engage in these labors with prayer and confidence — ‘with prayer’ because our Savior taught us to
seek the favor of the Lord of the harvest, and ‘with confidence’ because he promised to bless the work of those
who sow and reap in his fields.

The Presidents’ Reports
Each year, according to Article 111 of our Constitution, the President of the Executive Committee of
Synod is to report “on the state of the church” by summarizing the reports of the Presidents of the Classes.
What follows is my attempt to do so.
The first report that I received this year came from
the President of the South Central Classis, Pastor Travis Grassmid. During the Classical year, although this
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Classis saw a significant loss of members – a total of
eighty-eight, the Lord also blessed it with a 60 percent
increase in baptisms. Twenty-five of its baptisms were
infants and, thus, an answer to Pastor Grassmid’s prayer
for a “baby boom.” Pastor Grassmid also reports that
two churches that had been vacant now have pastors
(Pastor Hall in Limon, CO; and Pastor Opp in Vermillion, SD) and are prospering under the care of the Shepherd and Bishop of our souls.
Although “a number of pastors” in the South Central
Classis had experienced exhaustion during the year, the
work of the Lord marched forward vigorously. The Lincoln congregation continued to assist and encourage the
work in Omaha, which counts it a tremendous blessing
now to have its own building. Likewise, the Colorado
congregations worked together to start a church plant in
the Denver area. The growing congregation in Casper,
WY, sought a reduction in funding; and the Limon,
CO, church expressed its readiness to be removed from
mission support.
All things considered, Pastor Grassmid is greatly
encouraged: “The church is being nourished. The gospel
is being spread. The hearts of the Lord’s saints are being
knit together in love.”
The next report comes from Pastor Paul Henderson
in behalf of the Northern Plains Classis. Pastor Henderson emphasizes the importance of prayer as the
churches of his Classis engage in the ministry of the
Word. Quoting Calvin’s comments on Acts 6:3-4, he
wrote, “It will therefore not be enough to carry out the
task of teaching strenuously if at the same time blessing
is not being sought from the Lord, so that the work may
not be useless and unfruitful. From this it is evident that
it is not for nothing that zeal for prayer is commended
to the ministers of the Word.”
Some highlights from Pastor Henderson’s report
include significant numerical growth in the Dickinson
work (five new families consisting of nine adults and
eleven children), Pastor Irwin’s energetic outreach efforts
in Ashley, Pastor Bowen’s arrival and diligent labor in
Aberdeen, and the labor of Pastor-elect Michael Lassley in Watertown. For all of this, and much more, Pastor
Henderson gives glory to our loving heavenly Father.

One sad note from Pastor Henderson’s report is the
closure of the church in Hosmer, SD, after many years
of waning membership. This emphasizes all the more
our need for prayer and humble reliance on the grace of
God as we prosecute the work to which he has called us.
Next in order of reception is the report of Covenant
East Classis. Pastor Kyle Sorensen started off with statistics, noting that the communicant membership of his
Classis increased last year by a modest 2 percent, while
the number of active elders decreased by 15 percent.
This signals a need for actively recruiting and training
new officers, which some of the churches in the Covenant East Classis have already begun.
Two items in Pastor Sorensen’s report are especially
noteworthy as matters of praise. One is the effort to
plant a new mission work in south-central lowa under
the oversight of the Gettysburg Consistory. Pastor
Chuck Muether, who has served as the OPC’s delegate
to this body in the past, will be examined in anticipation of taking up this work. By the time I present
this report, his examination should be history. Pastor
Sorensen also rejoices in the trailblazing effort of the
Redeemer Reformed Church in Minneapolis, which
has been “proactive in the work of building a missionmindset.” He prays that “our entire Classis would take
the Redeemer plans. . . and adapt them accordingly for
our congregational settings.”
In spite of numerous hardships experienced by the
pastors of the Covenant East Classis, the work of the
church goes forward. The three marks of the church
are clearly present: “the Word is preached in the power
of the Spirit [and] each congregation continues in that
glorious mission of God’s Kingdom from the beginning
to the end of the world.” Let us join Pastor Sorensen
and the brothers of his Classis in praising God for the
work he has done in their midst!
Last (but not least), Pastor Tracy Gruggett reports a
flurry of activity in the Western Classis. The Chico congregation, which had no children just a year or so ago,
now has eighteen. Pastor Schlegel recently took part in
a week-long evangelistic outreach in Transylvania. Pastor Alpuche continues to labor among Spanish-speaking people in Shafter and now has the recently-ordained
Pastor Ruben Zartman to encourage him. Several ministers of Classis continue to labor day-in and day-out
teaching at City Seminary. Even the retired pastors of
Classis never fail to give themselves to whatever work
needs done. And these are just some of the highlights
Pastor Gruggett noted.
Pastor Gruggett summarized his observations as follows: “First, each man is diligent. I see men who work
hard for the Lord and His church. Second, each man
is fully commit[ted] to in-depth and comprehensive

instruction of the Word of God. This is very refreshing in a day where there is such a famine of God’s
Word. Third, each minister and congregation manifests
remarkable patience and willingness to suffer. Fourth,
there is gratitude despite difficulty, especially [as] it pertains to physical illness and to slow growth. Finally, I
note a positive perspective. Each minister highlights the
Lord’s fruit [in] the life of the congregation.”
On the other hand, Pastor Gruggett expresses sadness at the continued decline in the membership of
Classis. Statistics show a loss of twenty-five communicants and fifty baptized members. Some of this is due
to the closure of the Anderson congregation last year.
Nonetheless, as Pastor Gruggett says, it’s an opportunity do some serious soul-searching: “Are we doing all
that the Lord’s want us to? Are we putting any unnecessary stumbling blocks before visitors and unbelievers
(1 Cor. 10:32)? Are we doing all that we can that [by]
all means we might save some (1 Cor. 9:22)? Perhaps
in addition [to] emphasizing petitions asking the Lord
to add to our numbers and bless our efforts, we should
also ask that he will search and show our hidden faults.”
These are good questions that each of us should ask
concerning himself.
As I reflect on these reports, I can’t help but remember Luther’s observation that three things are necessary to prepare a man to preach the gospel: the study of
God’s Word, prayer and suffering. These are the tools
that the Lord uses to mold and shape us into effective
communicators of grace. Study gives us content, helping us preach the Word with increasing accuracy. Prayer
reminds us to rely on the sovereign grace and mercy of
our heavenly Father, never trusting ourselves to do what
only his Spirit can do. And suffering teaches us to sympathize with those to whom we minister; to borrow the
words of Richard Baxter, “I preached as never sure to
preach again, and as a dying man to dying men.”
The ministry of the RCUS reflects Luther’s assessment. We study; we pray; we suffer. These things
enliven our ministry. After all, preaching is not just
quoting Scripture or reciting doctrine, as vital as these
things are. Rather, it is, as Martyn Lloyd-Jones once
said, “theology coming through a man who is on fire.”

Reports of Permanent Committees
The work of our permanent committees is also the
work of the church. I will therefore offer a few brief
comments on some of their reports.
The Permanent Foreign Ministries Committee continues to operate through its subcommittees for the
Congo, Kenya and the Philippines. Also reporting to
it are the Radio Administration Committee, the Congo
Economic Development Committee, Compassion
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Kenya and Reformation2Germany. The church in the
Congo now has seventeen ordained pastors, almost
three hundred elders, one hundred thirty-six congregations and roughly twenty thousand adherents. Its main
problem is the political turmoil caused by the failure of
the President to leave office after the expiration of his
term two years ago, which resulted in the death of one
elder from the Mbuji-Mayi area. The churches in the
Philippines continue to see God’s blessing, as a fourth
congregation and a third pastor have been added to the
rolls of the Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed
Church since our last meeting. The POCRC also has
five mission works. Heidelberg Theological Seminary
has been especially instrumental in providing training
for indigenous Filipino candidates for the ministry.
The Reformed Fellowship Church of Kenya consists of
six congregations and, by all reports, testifies to God’s
mercy in preserving and sanctifying his people. Our
committee continues to work toward helping these congregations become completely self-supporting.
At present, the Synod provides either full or partial
funding for seven works in five states (Golden Valley,
Minnesota; Dickinson, North Dakota; Los Angeles,
Shafter and Stockton, California; Casper, Wyoming;
and Omaha, Nebraska). We should note with joy that
there is at least one home mission work in each of our
four Classes. In addition to these, the Permanent Committee comes this year with a recommendation to begin
a new work in the Denver area. We praise God for
the time and dedication of our Colorado pastors and
churches that made this possible.
Fraternal relations with other denominations continues to be strong, as the report of the Interchurch Relations Committee shows. Of course, the one thing that
stands out like a Himalayan peak, as Pastor West says,
is last year’s decision of the Reformed Churches in the
Netherlands (liberated) to open all church offices to
women. Because this is such a serious departure from
the clear teaching of Scripture and the Belgic Confession Article 30, the Interchurch Relations Committee
is recommending, consistent with our decision last
year, to “terminate the fraternal relationship with the
Reformed Church in the Netherlands (liberated).” On
the one hand, this state of affairs comes with great sadness — a solemn reminder that all churches and institutions are prone to corruption. On the other hand, with
deep humility and profound gratitude we recognize
that God continues to preserve our faithfulness to his
Word in a culture and theological climate that unceasingly pushes us in the opposite direction.
Finally, as our financial obligations continue to
mount, the work of our Permanent Finance Committee becomes even more crucial. This year the committee
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ing various documents. It also tackled the most difficult
issue of all – ministerial relief – and is proposing objective standards for evaluating future requests.

Reports of Special Committees
In addition to our Permanent Committees, the
Synod erected three Special Committees last year with
specific assignments. Two of these reports call for brief
reflection.
One committee’s assignment was “to write an exegetical paper answering the following question, ‘Is voting
in the church an exercise of authority according to the
Scripture?’” This committee’s report affirms that voting
is an exercise of authority, but did not write an exegetical paper in support of its position. While I realize that
this can be a divisive subject, especially as it tackles the
thorny issue of women voting, and though I am personally opposed to altering the position adopted by
the Eureka Classis in 1978 (cf. 1978 Abstract, p. 28), I
also believe that we do a disservice to the church by not
addressing this issue as fully as possible.
The report on cremation has the potential of being
just as divisive, but no one can doubt that it is a thorough work, looking at the subject Biblically, theologically, historically and practically. I anticipate that it will
be vigorously debated.
As we consider these reports and their recommendations, we may not always see eye to eye. But let us
remember to submit to one another in love and show
proper courtesy as defined by our Rules of Order.

Constitutional Question
One issue that I believe should be clarified by Synod,
either as an interpretation of the Constitution by the
Standing Judicial Committee or as an amendment
to the Constitution, was brought to my attention by
members of two different Classes. The problem is that
the Classes have adopted varying practices in regard
to Article 35 and its last sentence in particular, which
reads, “A minister from another denomination shall not
be a candidate for a pastoral charge until he has received
approval from Classis or a committee appointed by Classis, nor shall he receive a call from a charge until said call
shall have been approved by Classis.” Is it appropriate,
for example, for a ministerial candidate from another
denomination to resign his current charge and show up
for his licensure examination towing a U-Haul? That
is, should the Classis’ approval of the call and its acceptance already be presumed as a fait accompli?
It seems to me that the intent of Article 35 is twofold.
First, in its first two sentences it outlines the process
that every minister from another denomination must
follow in order to be received into the ministry of the

RCUS, viz., he must present a certificate of dismission,
undergo an examination in orthodoxy and intent, sign
the formula of licensure and be admitted into the Classis by a two-thirds vote. These steps must be followed
regardless of whether the man in question would like to
seek a call or not. Second, the last sentence of Article 35
deals specifically with a man who has expressed an interest in pursuing a call in the RCUS. He must first be
approved to candidate within a particular Classis. This
permission can be given either by the Classis itself or by
a committee appointed by Classis. The candidate may
then preach a trial sermon, and the church may vote to
call him. However, the candidate would not be eligible
to “receive” the call (to accept or reject it officially) until
it has been approved by Classis, which presupposes
that he has by that time already been licensed (according to the terms set forth in the first two sentences of
this Article).
Although I am not necessarily proposing a revision
to Article 35, the following summarizes what I believe
to be its intent:
35. EVERY minister from another denomination
WHO DESIRES TO be admitted into the ministry
of the Reformed Church in the United States shall
present a certificate of dismission and shall be examined as to his orthodoxy and the purity of his intentions
AT A MEETING OF CLASSIS. If his application is
approved, he shall upon signing the formula prescribed
for licentiates, be admitted by a two-thirds vote of
the Classis to which he applied for reception. A minister from another denomination WHO DESIRES
TO be a candidate for a pastoral charge AND HAS
NOT BEEN LICENSED BY CLASSIS MAY NOT
PREACH A TRIAL SERMON WITHOUT THE
APPROVAL OF Classis or a committee appointed by
Classis, AND MAY NOT receive a call from a charge
until HE HAS BEEN LICENSED BY CLASSIS
AND said call shall have been approved by Classis.
While I do not believe that our Classes must do
everything exactly the same way, when it comes to
receiving ministers from other churches, our practices
should be standardized and clear. Therefore, I would
like the Standing Judicial Committee to look at this
and come back with a recommendation.

Concluding Observations
This year’s statistics show that our total membership
is the same as last year due to the fact that the number of unconfirmed members rose by the same amount
that communicant membership declined. Interestingly,
though, the number of families in our congregations
dropped by almost 2 percent – from 1517 to 1491.
Although our Classes dissolved two churches last year

(Anderson and Anamoose) and one this year (Hosmer), the fact that our overall membership remains
unchanged is positive, especially since we’ve seen a
decline in total membership for twelve out of the last
fifteen years. Even more positive is the fact that we have
two new mission works under consideration (Denver
and south-central Iowa).
Furthermore, we see the Lord’s blessing in the fact
that we now have three new ministers on the roll of
Synod: Pastor Chris Campbell (ordained by the Covenant East Classis), Pastor Ruben Zartman (ordained
by the Western Classis) and Pastor Chris Moulton
(from the RPCGA). One more, Pastor Chuck Muether
(from the OPC), will likely be added to the roll of
Synod before I present this report. In addition to these,
the Northern Plains Classis reports one new licentiate
– Mr. Michael Lassley. May the Lord bless the labors of
each of these men!
The addition of four ministers and one licentiate
further reminds us that we share a burden toward one
another. Therefore, starting next year (if possible), the
Executive Committee plans to implement yearly studies of our Constitution as part of the business of Synod,
during which those who have been in the Synod longer will help guide those who are newer. Our plan is to
work through the Constitution every five years, focusing on different articles or points of government each
cycle, and to have different pastors lead the discussions
(details are in the Executive Committee’s report). We
believe that a study of this kind will not only edify and
strengthen each of us in our work but will also help to
maintain a greater unity of practice throughout our
congregations and Classes.
Next year, being the four hundredth anniversary of
the conclusion of the Synod of Dordrecht, the Executive Committee plans to coordinate the sermons and
devotions of Synod with the five heads of the Canons,
along lines similar to what we did last year with the five
solas of the Reformation.
Once again, it has been an honor and delight to serve
you and our Lord in the role of President. I trust that
you have found my labors satisfactory and that our
Lord will use them to honor his name. The men of our
Executive Committee have been stellar in the performance of their duties.
As we seek to honor the risen Son of God, may he
see fit to increase the brightness of his lampstand in our
midst and use us to advance his kingdom in a fallen and
sinful world!

rh

Dr. Frank H. Walker
President
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Report on the 272nd Synod of the
Reformed Church in the U.S.,
May 21-24, 2018
O

n Monday evening the delegates to the 272nd
Synod of the Reformed Church in the United
States gathered for worship at Redeemer Reformed
Church in Golden Valley, MN. The Rev. Eric Bristley
conducted the service and the Rev. Jon Blair preached
a sermon from Romans 1:8-17 entitled: “The Heart of
a Gospel Minister.” The day concluded with the calling of the roll of the minister and elder delegates.
On Tuesday, following the morning roll call of delegates, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg led a devotion from
Psalm 12 and the singing of the hymn: “He Leadeth
Me.” The first order of business was the election of the
following officers: Rev. Frank Walker was elected as
President, Rev. Travis Grassmid as Vice President, and
Rev. David Fagrey as Stated Clerk of Synod. Fraternal

Delegates and visitors to this Synod were welcomed.
The body rejoiced in the reception of four new
RCUS ministers; Rev. Chris Moulton has accepted
the call to serve as pastor of the new mission work
of the South Central Classis in the Denver, CO area.
Rev. Chuck Muether is called as a church planter for a
work of the Covenant East Classis in
Oskaloosa, Iowa. Rev. Chris Campbell serves as
pastor of Northland Reformed Church in Kansas
City, MO, and Rev. Ruben Zartman serves Ebenezer
Reformed Church, Shafter, CA. The body extended
these new ministers the right hand of fellowship.
The Archives Committee reported on its work of
collecting historical documents pertaining to the
RCUS. The report highlighted the opportunity for a

New ministers welcomed, rear, left to right: Revs. Chris Moulton, Ruben Zartman, Christopher Campbell, Chuck Muether
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“fresh reading and study” of the Canons of Dort” as we
remember that Synod’s 400th anniversary upcoming
in 2019. The Executive Committee, which deals with
Synodical business via Executive Circulars between
meetings of Synod, reported on its work since the last
Synod meeting; included were its plans to have the
speakers at the next Synod address the 5 heads of the
Canons of Dordt, and to have an annual discussion
study of the RCUS Constitution at Synod.
he Website Committee encouraged ministers to
send in news regarding their congregations. A report
from the Middle East Reformed Fellowship presented
its evangelical work, which utilizes radio, social media
and the internet, to Arab and Muslim lands, and provides biblical training in indigenous languages on site.
Fraternal delegates from the Canadian Reformed
Churches, the Orthodox Presbyterian Churches, the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of North America,
and the United Reformed Churches in North America addressed the body. They extended greetings from
their respective denominations and expressed thankfulness for the unity we enjoy in worshiping the Lord
Jesus Christ united by our Reformed Confessions. The
RCUS was commended for its faithfulness in holding
its fraternal brothers in the Lord accountable to the
teachings of Scripture. They requested our prayerful
support of their labors in seeking to make disciples of
the Lord, both here and abroad, and in their efforts
to clearly present, in this present age, the Scriptural
teachings to their churches as well as to the culture
adrift from the Truth. The RCUS was encouraged to
promote its membership in the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council (NAPARC).
The Synod heard reports as well from Board members of Mid America Reformed Seminary, Heidelberg
Theological Seminary, and Greenville Presbyterian
Seminary. The Lord has blessed these seminaries in
their faithful preparation of men for the gospel ministry and are actively preparing for future faculty, program, and funding needs to continue in their service
to Christ’s church.
The delegates heard a report from Reformed Faith
and Life regarding its radio gospel ministry primarily
to French speaking peoples in Africa. As the RCUS
supports this work financially, it is heartening to hear
that local radio broadcasts continue in the Congo,
Cameroon, the Ivory Coast, and Mali, hopefully also
reaching into Madagascar. May the Lord bless this
gospel outreach to the building of His church.

The President of Synod, Rev. Frank Walker, presented his report on the state of the church. He noted
that the ministry of the RCUS reflected Martin
Luther’s assessment: “We study; we pray; we suffer.”
These things enlivened our ministry so that as Martin Lloyd- Jones once said: ‘theology comes through a
man who is on fire.’ It is encouraging that the Synod
now provides funding for seven mission works in
five states: Golden Valley, MN, Dickinson, ND, Los
Angeles, Shafter, and Stockton, CA, Casper, WY and
Omaha, NE, and two more works are planned to start
in Denver and south-central Iowa.
The body also received reports from the Stated
Clerk, the Treasurer, as well as the Report of the
Numerical and Financial Statistics of the member
congregations. Please read the published President’s
Report for reflection on the statistics.
On Wednesday, following the roll call, the body
was led in a devotional from 2 Timothy 2:8 by Rev.
Ruben Zartman, with prayer and the singing of the
hymn “Remember Not, O God.” The Special Committee to Study the Implications of Cremation presented
the recommendations of their report. Following
debate, the body voted to recommit the paper to the
Committee and solicit consistories to provide feedback to the Committee which is to report back to the
next Synod. The Special Committee to study “whether
congregational voting is an exercise of authority” presented its recommendations. After debate, the body
voted to recommit the paper to the Committee to
answer the question exegetically: Does a Christian
woman (single or married) exercise authority over a
man when she votes? The special committee to Clarify the Authority of the Home Missions Committee
brought its recommendation, to add to the Home
Missions Manual a paragraph on the limits of the role
of the Committee. Next up the Standing Committees
brought their reports and recommendations before
the body for consideration. The Ecumenical Committee recommended and the Synod so voted to terminate the fraternal relationship with the Reformed
Church in the Netherlands (Liberated) due to their
allowing the ordination of women to the offices of the
church, even after much fraternal admonition to not
follow this course of deviation from the Holy Scriptures and the Reformed Confessions. This Committee
also encouraged the congregations to publish in their
bulletins, newsletters and websites and other publications their affiliation with NAPARC and IRC.
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Education and Student Aid recommended and the
body approved, continuing guidelines support for
the following synodical approved seminaries: Mid
America Reformed Seminary, Heidelberg Theological
Seminary, City Seminary of Sacramento, Greenville
Theological Seminary, and New Geneva Seminary.
Also recommended and passed was the payment of
tuition and book expenses for RCUS seminary student
Matthew Dawn to continue his studies at Heidelberg
Theological Seminary. The Synod approved requested
aid for retired ministers and widows. The Permanent
Finance Committee stated in its report: “recognizing
both the desire of Synod to provide benevolent aid to
retired pastors and their wives/widows and the overwhelming demand this practice has placed on Synodical funds, the committee sought to provide guidelines
[for ministerial relief fund distribution] that are both
definitive and pastoral in a responsible manner.” These
guidelines were approved to be utilized in requests
for ministerial aid. The Minutes of Classes Committee reported on their review of the Minutes prepared
by the Clerks of the four Classes of the RCUS. With
commendation to the Clerks, its recommended corrections were adopted. The Missions Committee recommended, and the body approved, funding for the next
synodical year for the seven existing mission works of
the RCUS and added funding for new work in Denver. Funding was approved for the Congo, Kenya, the
Philippines and support for Reformed Faith and Life.
Congregations are encouraged to consider adopting a
student in the Philippines to support their seminary
training through the work of Heidelberg Theological Seminary, and as well, that Rev. Alpuche’s work
with a Presbyterian church in Mexico be publicized
in the Reformed Herald. The Investment Committee
presented a report on the Ministerial Aid Investment
Fund. There was discussion about seeking to improve
the rate of return.
The Publications committee recommended that
Rev. George Horner be nominated as the Reformed
Herald Editor. The current Editor, Rev. Kyle Sorensen
is retiring from that position. The Synod expressed its
appreciation to Rev. Sorensen.
It was noted that the Three Forms of Unity have
been translated into Spanish by Rev. Alpuche. Rev.
Horner was elected as the Reformed Herald Editor.
The Judicial Committee gave an explanation of Constitutional Article 35 affirming the process by which a
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Minister from another Denomination is received by
the RCUS.
Following dinner, the body gathered for worship.
Rev. James Grossmann conducted the service and Rev.
Jay Fluck preached a sermon from Luke 24:13-35,
entitled: “Risen, According to the Scriptures.”
On Thursday, following the roll call, the body was
led in a devotional from Proverbs 3:5 by Rev. George
Horner with prayer and the singing of the Hymn: “My
Heart is Fixed, O God.”
The Special Judicial Committee reported and presented its recommendation on a complaint brought by
a member of a congregation against a decision of Classis. In accordance with the RCUS Constitution, the
recommendation of this Committee had as its intent
that Synod might dispose of this complaint with a just,
correct and intelligent conclusion. The body approved
the recommendation of this Committee to uphold the
action of the Classis.
One of the final reports was that of the Finances
Committee. The recommendations approved by the
body included: recruiting members of the Endowment Development Committee for the sake of growing the funds to aid retired ministers and widows; the
adoption of guidelines for Ministerial Relief Funds
Distribution, and the Guideline for the funding of
the approved expenses for the next synodical year was
set at $248.per communicant member. Mr. Randy
Schroeder was re-elected as Treasurer by acclamation.
The appointments to the 2018-19 synodical Permanent Committees were assigned. After a motion for
adjournment the Synod meeting was concluded with
a devotion followed by the Apostles Creed, the Lord’s
prayer, benediction, and the singing of the Doxology.
We enjoyed tasty food in abundance and wonderful
fellowship in Christ. We long to experience the blessed
worship, glorious singing, and laboring in unity for
Christ’s cause as we gather once again, Lord willing, as
the 273rd Synod of the RCUS. The body thanked the
hosting congregation for its hospitality and departed
with thanksgiving to the Head of the Church, Jesus
Christ, for His beneficent rule over this Synod.

rh

Rev. George Horner
Rock Springs, WY

Biography of Ruben Zartman

R

uben Zartman is descended from Alexandar
and Anne Catherine Zartman, who immigrated
to Pennsylvania from Germany in the early part of the
18th Century. Alexandar took the oath of allegiance
to King George in 1728. The American branch of the
family is still concentrated in Pennsylvania.
Ruben himself was born quite a long ways away –
in Colombia, South America, where his parents were
serving as missionaries. That calling subsequently
took the family to Mexico City, where Ruben spent
most of his childhood walking on rooftops, climbing
on aqueducts, and reading whatever books had been
picked up on the last trip to Texas to renew visas.
While still there, he happened to meet a young
lady who was assisting another missionary family.
Eventually their ongoing relationship through correspondence turned from arguing about Calvinism to a
broad intention of spending life together. Ruben and
Heidi were married in the Free Presbyterian Church
of Indianapolis in November of 2000. This was followed by some years of work for different companies,
a brief stab at seminary, and some time abroad.
Throughout this time the sense of calling to the
ministry persisted, and the Lord eventually opened

the door to attend Mid-America Reformed Seminary in Dyer, IN. While completing his studies there,
Ruben labored for two full years at a Spanish-language church plant in Chicago Heights, IL, overseen
by a local United Reformed Church.
While in seminary, Ruben was introduced to people
from the RCUS, including Rev. Valentín Alpuche,
who had just accepted a call to pioneer a Spanishlanguage work in Shafter, CA. When Ebenezer
Reformed Church found itself seeking a new minister
in late 2016, Ruben’s name was suggested. Trial sermons and licensure by the Western Classis followed,
then graduation from MARS, and in God’s merciful
providence Ruben was first appointed as stated supply, and subsequently ordained and installed as pastor
of Ebenezer in March of 2018.
Of entering the RCUS and being ordained, Ruben
says: “I am happy to be again a part of the Reformed
Church stretching back to the Palatinate, as many
of my ancestors were, and to be in a church where
Biblical doctrine as summarized by the Heidelberg
Catechism is believed, preached, and taught. It is a
tremendous privilege to labor as pastor of Ebenezer
Reformed Church.”
rh
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Covenant East Classis –
Special Meeting May 21, 2018
T

he Covenant East Classis met in special session
early in the afternoon at 1:00 PM, on the 21st
of May, at Redeemer Reformed Church in Minneapolis, MN. The purpose of this meeting was to examine
Rev. Chuck Muether who is seeking to come to the
RCUS from one of our fraternal denominations, the
OPC.
The Special Meeting was called to order at the
stated time by the President of Covenant East Classis,
Rev. Kyle Sorensen. Rev. Sorensen opened by leading
the body in prayer, and then sharing a devotion with
us from Matthew 16, verses 16-19. I can tell you that
I personally found the devotion to be challenging as
well as edifying, and always appreciate the opportunity to sit under the preaching and teaching of my
brothers in the RCUS!
The Clerk of Classis, Rev. Steve Carr, called the roll
which reveled 10 ministers and 8 elders, as well as one
non-delegate elder, and a few visitors who were there
for the upcoming Synod meeting. Also present was
the examinee, Rev Chuck Muether.
The Agenda, the Order of the Day, and the Examination Schedule were adopted, and then the examination was under way. Rev. Campbell began the exam
with Apologetics. Rev. Fluck followed with Prolegomena. Rev. Sawtelle examined in Scripture. Rev. Potter
examined in the following: Theology, 3 Forms of Unity,
Constitution, and Practice. Rev. Schnabel examined
in Christology, Anthropology, and Ecclesiology. Elder
Luquette led the exam in Anthropology. And Rev.
Fluck finished with the examination in RCUS History. After the final exam and question period the
motion was made to arrest the exam and move into
Executive Session in order to discuss the exam, the
sermon which had been previously presented to the
delegates, as well as to hear testimonies from brothers
familiar with Rev. Muether and his work. Following
a time of discussion the Classis declared the Exam as
satisfactory. The overwhelming opinion of the brothers was that in spite of being under the weather, Rev.
Muether gave very thorough, thoughtful, and wellarticulated answers to all of the questions that were
asked of him. After arising from Executive Session,
Rev. Muether was then invited rejoin the brothers and
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was informed of the action of Classis and extended
the right hand of fellowship. Rev. Muether read the
Licensure form and then signed his name to it. After
prayer it was moved, seconded, and voted in favor of
receiving Rev. Muether into Covenant East Classis
from the Presbytery of the Midwest of the OPC, and
placing his name on the ministerial role. Classis then
approved the call to Rev. Muether from Covenant
RCUS in Gettysburg, PA.
The Classis adjourned at 3:30 PM. The closing roll
was called by Rev Carr, showing 10 ministers and
10 elders. Rev. Potter led the body in prayer. Rev.
Sorensen pronounced the benediction, and then led
us in the Lord’s Prayer and the singing of the doxology.
At the end of it all we can say that God was certainly
glorified! We are excited to see what the Lord has in
store for Rev. Muether and his work in Covenant East
Classis and RCUS!
Respectfully Submitted,

rh
Rev. Steve Altman

A History of the Hosmer Charge,
Eureka Classis
I

was asked by a number of people to put into writing the short speech I made at Synod (2018)
lamenting the demise of Hosmer Reformed Church.
As I pointed out, the Hosmer Charge, consisting of
three congregations, Newdorf northeast of Hosmer,
Calvin northwest of Hosmer, and the Hosmer town
church, had no less than 442 baptized members in
1948. I grew up to the age of 15 in this charge and
knew well the families as brother Peter and I traveled
with Dad, Rev. Walter Grossmann and our mother
Dorothy, to serve each of these Churches on succeeding Sundays. This was a large load for a single minister who not only led Sunday School and preached in
each church but also taught summer Bible school in
each, and held confirmation classes for youth from all
three churches in the Hosmer Church building during
the fall and winter months. Father was also the Stated
Clerk of Classis during all but the first year of his ministry in Hosmer, which began in 1934. He and the Rev.
William J. Krieger (President of Classis from 1933 to
his retirement in 1943) were those who led the Eureka
Classis to successfully continue the RCUS after the
ecumenical church union of 1934 that resulted in the
“Evangelical and Reformed Church,” which in turn
united with German Congregational churches in 1957
to form the “United Church of Christ,” one of the most
liberal denominations in our nation today.
During Rev. Walter Grossmann’s twenty-two years as
pastor of the Hosmer Charge, four young men entered
the Christian ministry. Rev. Lloyd Gross, Rev. Peter
Grossmann, Rev. Melvin Vilhauer, and Rev. Robert
Grossmann, all but Mr. Vilhauer serving in the RCUS.
These burdens produced heart and high blood pressure
problems in Walter Grossmann and he accepted a call
to serve Ebenezer Reformed Church in Shafter, CA,
in 1952. Four years later he died at Shafter at the age
of 49, having a year earlier told me that he was ready
to leave this world, having fulfilled his ecclesiastical
calling and being confident that his two sons would
be able to make their own ways should he be called
to leave this life. I was 19 when he died in September
1956, and brother Peter was almost 21 and a student
a the University of California at Berkeley. Before his
death Walter Grossmann, along with Rev. William

Korn of Menno, SD, insisted that our students for
the ministry attend Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia, a school of excellent scholarship and sterling
Reformed principles, which breathed a whole new life
into the Eurkea Classis Churches. Our churches then
sought to grow and spread the Reformed faith around
this nation and the world. Brother Vilhauer, a dear
childhood friend to this writer, went to the old liberal
Mission House seminary at the advice of one of our
less conservative pastors and was siphoned off into the
Evangelical and Reformed Church. Walter Grossmann
had told us that Mission House was already very poor
when he was a student there until 1932. His conservative thinking got him black-balled by the Faculty and
Board of Mission House so he was not recommended
to be a pastor in the RCUS or E&R. His father had
been pastor at Artas-Herried from 1922 to 1925 and
President of Classis in 1924, so the Hosmer Charge
took a chance on him and called him as their pastor
in 1933.
The Eureka Classis itself needs a bit of explanation.
During the 1700s a large number of German people
moved into South Russia at the invitation of Catherine the Great, a German princess who had married
the Czar (King of Russia). These people were treated
well by the Russian monarchy and were allowed to
keep their German citizenship. One hundred and
twenty-five years later this all changed. The monarchy
in Russia was losing its power and Communism was
taking over. Because of this, thousands of these “German-Russians” emigrated to the United States, settling
on the western homestead lands of North and South
Dakota, Nebraska and Kansas, some even as far north
as Alberta, Canada. These folks had missed the socalled “Enlightenment” philosophy that swept through
France, England, and especially Germany from 1775
to 1875 and literally turned Christianity on its head.
The great Liberal “theologian” Friedrich Schleiermacher put it bluntly, “Man has made God in his image,”
he said. By God’s grace missing this “enlightenment”
in insular Russia, the Reformed among the GermanRussian immigrants were five point Calvinists, who
believed the Scriptures to be God’s word and loved the
Heidelberg Catechism.
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Here in the U.S., these German Reformed folks
joined the German Reformed Church, the RCUS, but
soon found they had joined a Liberal denomination.
To try to overcome this problem they requested and
received permission from the Northwest Synod (one
of nine RCUS Synods at the time) to form a new Classis that would be German speaking (which the Constitution of the RCUS allowed). They clearly stated,
however, at their first meeting in 1911 that they were
founded for doctrinal reasons. They named their Classis “Eureka” because they had found a way (Eureka
in Greek means “I have found it”) to be a conservative part of a Liberal church denomination. This name
was not directly connected to Eureka, South Dakota,
although that city also took its name from the fact that
they had finally found a fitting name for a town that
before that was called “End of Track,” which it was; as
the end of the railroad stretching Northwest from the
main Milwalkee Road rail line at Roscoe, SD. End of

Track had become the largest inland port in the world
that was shipping wheat. In 1892 there were seventytwo firms in End of Track buying and shipping wheat
from farmers to came by horse and sleigh up to 100
miles to sell their wheat. The sleighs moved very easily on the ice tracks that formed from the snow on
the prairie so they could travel up to 50 miles a day
without overtiring the horses. End of Track definitely
needed a better name.
The Eureka Classis continued in its stubborn Reformed
and biblical ways so that in 1933-34 it was the only one of
the fifty-six Classes in the RCUS to successfully stay out
of the Evangelical and Reformed merger that was voted
and consummated in those years.
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Rev. Robert Grossmann
Menno, SD

Christ Begins His March to Glory
“Now it came to pass, when the time had come for Him
to be received up, that He steadfastly set His face to go to
Jerusalem…” (Luke 9:51).

T

he day had finally come for Jesus to be received
up to heaven and knowing this He set His face
to go to Jerusalem. It’s been three long years of teaching and training His disciples the work of ministry.
Our Lord has gone from town to town preaching the
Good News of the kingdom and calling all men everywhere to repent of their sins. He has dealt with constant rejection from most of the house of Israel and the
Gentiles, and our Lord has also dealt with the continual ignorance and bickering of His disciples. Luke tells
us in verses 41-49 that the Lord was growing weary
of the faithlessness of the people of His day, and He
expressed His anger at their lack of faith when He said
in verse 41: “O faithless and perverse generation, how
long shall I be with you and bear with you.” We see that
Christ was disappointed and angry that the father of
the demon possessed boy had no faith in the power of
God. He was angry with the Pharisees because they
were probably ridiculing the disciples instead of hav16 | Reformed Herald 74 / 3

ing pity on the boy while Christ’s disciples tried in vain
to cast out the demon. And lastly, our Lord was disappointed with His own disciples as they too lacked
faithful prayer to cast out the demon. We then read
that the disciples did not understand the words of our
Lord when He spoke to them concerning His impending death. He even tells them plainly to “let His words
sink down into their ears.” Nevertheless, Luke tells us
these sayings were hidden from them so that they did
not perceive the words of the Lord Jesus.
Shortly after this we find the disciples arguing on the
road among themselves about who was going to be the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And then they go
so far as to rebuke a man who was casting out demons
in Christ’s name because he didn’t follow them. What
longsuffering the Lord demonstrates to His twelve disciples at their constant failures. What love and commitment He displays to them, and also to us despite
our failings and sinful behavior, when He directs His
path to go to Jerusalem.
Our Lord Jesus Christ knew full well the mocking,
beating, slandering, and ultimately the cross, which
awaited Him in Jerusalem. Jesus was fully aware from

the time that He began His ministry that these things
awaited Him and that the people would reject Him
and that His own disciples would not understand His
going to the cross and therefore would forsake Him
even in His darkest hour. Nevertheless, our text tells
us in verse 51: “When it was time for Him to be received
up, He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.” And so,
Christ begins His March to Glory. We will consider
this theme under three headings:
Christ’s Appointed Time
Christ’s Appointed Path
Christ’s Steadfast Determination

I. Christ’s Appointed Time
“Now it came to pass, when the time had come for
Him to be received up. . . .” This phrase should catch
our attention -- “When the time had come.” Literally this verse reads when “the day had fully come
that He should be taken up.” On this day the Lord
Jesus set His face to go to Jerusalem. Our text tells
us that the Lord Jesus was fully aware of the timing
of His mission. He knew from the start what it was
that He was called to do, and He was also aware of
the fact that He would face much disappointment on
the way. Everything in the life of our Lord happened
according to the divine plan, even down to the exact
day, as our text shows. We have often read of the
times when Christ was threatened by the mobs who
were desirous of throwing Him over a cliff, but He
walked right through their midst “for His hour had
not yet come.” And in another place when his brothers told Him to go up to the feast, Jesus said, “My
time has not yet come.” We are also reminded of the
wedding feast at Cana of Galilee when the mother
of our Lord said to Him, “ They are out of wine,” and
Jesus replied, “Woman, what does your concern have
to do with Me? My hour has not yet come.” Many
times in Scripture, we read the Lord Jesus repeating this phrase, and we need to realize that the Lord
Jesus came to fulfill the plan of God right down to
the exact minute. As Jesus said in John 4, “My food
is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His
work.” Nothing in the life of our Lord happened by
chance. Quite the opposite; everything was directed
by the hand of His heavenly Father. From the time of
His birth to the time of His death and resurrection,
everything was going exactly according to schedule.
This is something we need to be aware of because
it’s a fact that Luke was very zealous to communicate
to Theophilus, “that (he) might know the certainty of
those things in which (he) was instructed” (Luke 1:4).

Think of how many times you have read in Scripture of some event that took place without consciously
being aware that it happened according to the will of
God. Think of Jesus’ birth and how this was a fulfillment of what was written in the Old Testament Scriptures. Think about how His name would be called
Immanuel, “God with us” in fulfillment of Isaiah 7:14.
Or when Joseph was told in a dream to depart to Egypt
in order that Hosea 11:1 might be fulfilled, which
reads, “Out of Egypt I called my Son.” In the same manner we read in our text, “Now it came to pass, when the
time had come for Him to be received up. . . .” This is a
transition point in the ministry of Christ. All the time
prior to this point focused on Christ’s coming, but
now the focus shifts to His ascension – His returning to His Father. It has already been revealed to His
disciples that Christ is the coming One – that He is in
fact God incarnate, the One whom Moses, the prophets, and the Psalms had written of, but now our Lord
must teach the twelve concerning His returning to the
Father. He must teach them that before the glory and
exaltation there must be suffering and a cross, and this
is something the disciples did not comprehend. Christ
now begins to teach the disciples of His imminent
death “as He sets His face towards Jerusalem.”

II. Christ’s Appointed Path
This was the appointed path of our Lord’s journey
as He himself had said, “For it cannot be that a prophet
should perish outside of Jerusalem.” His path was one of
suffering for the sins of His people, and He was fully
conscious of this impending suffering and death as He
said in Luke 9:22, “The Son of Man must suffer many
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and
scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.” He
must now begin to teach this truth to His disciples.
This teaching concerning His death begins in Ch.
9 and is carried on through Ch. 19 as they are moving towards Jerusalem. This takes many months even
though Jerusalem is only a few days walk from where
they are. However, they don’t go directly to Jerusalem
but wind in and out of the different villages until the
appointed time, which Christ was fully aware of. Nevertheless, all the wandering is focused on Jerusalem
and the Passover time of Christ’s own execution. It’s
important that we realize how our Lord was spitefully treated as He walked this path of suffering. Our
text says that as He journeyed towards Jerusalem He
“sent messengers before His face. And as they went, they
entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.
But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for
the journey to Jerusalem.” Why is it that these Samaritans would not receive the Lord? Simply because His
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face was set towards Jerusalem. The Samaritans were
offended that Christ was going to Jerusalem to worship. They despised the Jews and their beautiful temple
in Jerusalem, and so when they learned He was heading for Jerusalem they rejected Him, and in so doing
they missed their opportunity to hear the Gospel call.
Despite this treatment from the Samaritans, Christ
continues to journey towards Jerusalem. He continues
His march to the cross to die for the sins of His people, some of whom included the very Samaritans who
previously rejected Him. Oh, what love is this that our
Savior would continue to proceed towards Jerusalem
to die for the sins of many who treated Him shamefully, and had rejected Him at His coming, as we read
in John 1:10-11: “He was in the world, and the world was
made through Him, and the world did not know Him. He
came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.”
Beloved in Christ, do we understand that we were
some of those people who at one time despised the
Lord Jesus? Do we realize there was a time before we
came to faith that we also rejected the only hope of
salvation and spurned the only Savior Jesus? Are we
aware of the fact that we despise our Lord every time
we reject His Word at some point and choose to go
our own way? Oh, what love is this that our Lord
should continue His steadfast march towards Jerusalem to die for the sins of His people! And this happened, beloved, in order that we might not be despised
and rejected by God. Christ was rejected and despised
by the very ones He came to die for, which also fulfills
what is written in the Old Testament. “He is despised
and rejected by men, a Man of sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He
was despised, and we did not esteem Him. Surely He has
borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed
Him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our
iniquities; the chastisement for our peace was upon Him,
and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have
gone astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way;
and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:3-6).
And this was exactly according to the plan of God.
Not only that, but Christ’s will was in perfect harmony with this divine plan. Though the contemplation of the indescribable bitterness that lay ahead
meant inexpressible agony for Him, as we read in
Luke 12:50 where Jesus said, “I have a baptism to be
baptized with, and how distressed I am till it is accomplished!” Nevertheless, Christ was fully determined
to accomplish “the work which the Father had given
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Him to do.” As Jesus said to His disciples in John
12:27: “Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say?
‘Father, save Me from this hour’? But for this purpose I
came to this hour.”

III. Christ’s Steadfast Determination
For this reason, our text says, “That He steadfastly
set His face to go to Jerusalem.” Let us notice in this
verse the steadfast determination with which our Lord
regarded His own crucifixion and death. Despite His
being continually rejected and ridiculed by the people,
despite His being continually disappointed, and at one
point even deserted by His disciples, the Lord sets His
face to go towards Jerusalem to die for the sins of His
people. His heart was set on paying the price for our
redemption, and even plunging into the depths of Hell
on the cross and before for our sins. He was full of
tender love for sinners. It was the desire of His whole
soul to procure their salvation. As it is written, “who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2).
People of God, how many of us would ever think
of doing such a thing? How many of us would do
something for our friends if we knew ahead of time it
was going to cause us pain, heartache, and ultimately
death? How many of us would set our face like stone
to accomplish such a task? I dare say that not many, if
any, of us would endeavor to take on such a task that
would be attended by such misery. But this is what our
Lord did. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 5:7-8:
“For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But
God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” Scripture says
that Jesus despised the shame of the cross because He
knew this was the will of His heavenly Father to justify
many. Even though Christ was rejected by the Samaritans and grieved by His disciples’ zeal to call down
fire on the Samaritans – Christ remained steadfast to
the course; nothing would be able to turn Him from
His path to Calvary. When Peter tried to hinder our
Lord from going to the cross, Jesus said to him, “Get
behind Me, Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are
not mindful of the things of God, but the things of men”
(Matt. 16:23). Jesus would not turn to the right or to
the left but would remain true to His heavenly Father.
Therefore, He set His face as a flint to go to Jerusalem.
As it is prophesied of Him in Isaiah 50:6-7: “I gave My
back to those who struck Me, and My cheeks to those who
plucked out the beard; I did not hide My face from shame

and spitting. For the Lord God will help Me; Therefore I
will not be disgraced; Therefore I have set My face like a
flint, and I know that I will not be ashamed.”
The Lord Jesus knew that all those whom the Father
had given Him would come to Him ( John 6:37). He
also knew that it was the will of His Father that He
should lose none of those who were given to Him but
should raise them up at the last day ( John 17:12).
He knew that God had sworn with an oath that He
would not leave His soul in Hades, nor would He allow
His Holy One to see corruption, but would raise up the

and so it is written: “He steadfastly set His face to go to
Jerusalem.” And it’s for this very reason that our Lord
rebukes His disciples at their zeal to call down fire to
devour the Samaritans because as Jesus said, “the Son
of man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save
them” (Luke 9:56).
Beloved in Christ -- let us not think that it was an
easy task for our Lord to go to the cross. Yes, He did
despise the shame and the sufferings that came along
with it. Yes, He resolutely headed for Jerusalem in
order that He might disarm all
principalities and powers, and
make a public spectacle of them,
triumphing over them with His
cross. And for these very reasons
Forever let us remember that as He was
we can easily lose sight of the fact
ready to suffer, so He is always ready to
that it was the hardest task this
save. The one who comes to Christ by
world has ever seen. No one in
the history of mankind has ever
true faith should never doubt Christ’s
accomplished such a work. Forwillingness to receive him.
ever let us bless God that we have
such a ready and willing Savior
who “always lives to make intercession for us” (Heb. 7:25). Forever let
us
remember
that
as
He was ready to suffer, so He is
Christ to sit on the throne of David (Psalm 16:10; Acts
always ready to save. The one who comes to Christ by
2:27). Therefore, our Lord set His face as a flint to go
true faith should never doubt Christ’s willingness to
to Jerusalem. You see, there was no other way for the
receive him. The mere fact that the Son of God willLord Jesus to become the Surety for His people but
ingly came into the world to die, and willingly suffered,
by atoning for their sins. Christ was made sin (2 Cor.
should silence such doubts forever.
5:21), by imputation, and became a curse for us (Gal.
People of God, do you lack assurance of the sal3:13) and in our place in order that He might make
satisfaction to the divine justice on our behalf. The
vation which Christ has wrought for you? Are you
only way for Christ to reconcile His people to the
struggling with carnal doubts that Christ might not
Father was to despise the betrayal, the unjust trial,
welcome you with open arms because of your sins?
the mockery, the scourging, the crown of thorns, the
Do you wrestle with the lust in your heart and fear
spitting, the nails, the spear, and the agony of spirithat God could never love such a sinful one? Well
tual death on the cross – all were doubtless spread
then, let us forever remember that, “the Son of Man
before His mind like an enormous picture. Yet we
has not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.” Let
read that He steadfastly set His face to go to Jerusaus rejoice that it was the will of our heavenly Father
lem. Jesus never flinched for a moment from the work
to save sinners. And let us rejoice that Christ willingly
that the Father had been given to do. Christ must
and steadfastly set His face to go towards Jerusalem
become a curse for His people. He must bear all the
to reconcile unworthy sinners to the Father. Let us
sins of all His people by imputation. He must receive
forever praise God for Jesus Christ, the wonderful
the malediction so that His people would receive the
Savior of sinners! AMEN!
benediction. Christ must be forsaken by the Father as
rh
the sin-bearer of His people. He must become their
scapegoat in order that He might not lose any of
Pastor Scott Henry
them whom the Father had given Him. And the only
Hope RCUS, Sutton, NE
way for Him to accomplish this was to go to the cross
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A Faculty of Two:

Drs. Warren Embree & Robert Grossmann
recognized for their service
O

n June 1, 2018, at Trinity Reformed Church
in Sioux Falls, Dr. Warren C. Embree and Dr.
Robert E. Grossmann were recognized for their years
of service at Heidelberg Theological Seminary. Board
Chairman Ted Griess lauded their teaching, commitment to orthodoxy, and leadership.
Acknowledging God’s faithfulness, Griess
expressed the gratitude of the Board of Trustees,
faculty, students, and constituency for these founding professors, who took the long awaited dream of
a distinctive seminary that would train men for the
Reformed Church in the United States. Drs. Embree
and Grossmann were each appointed the position
Professor Emeritus during an evening that included
the inauguration of the seminary’s first president and
the graduation of two students.
Back in 2002, the Board of Trustees of Heidelberg
Theological Seminary had met four times during the
year with the anticipation of beginning classes on September 9, 2002, and gathering on that evening with a
formal convocation service.
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Dr. Grossmann had started the first day of classes
walking across his driveway with a mug of tea in one
hand and his lecture notes in the other. He paused only
to pat his yellow Labrador Retriever, Captain, a ritual
that would last for three years. The seminary campus
was all the size of a Sunday school room at Providence Reformed Church in Vermillion, SD. With his
homemade tabletop lectern, the founding professor
taught from his ST111: Theological Prolegomena and
PT111: Liturgics notes to one student, Scott Henry.
Chuck Muether would double the student enrollment
in the spring semester.
Reflecting on Heidelberg’s first two professors, Rev.
Henry observed, “One of the most outstanding benefits of being a student at Heidelberg Theological Seminary is observing the love and passion demonstrated
by the professors for the truth of God’s Word. It has
a profound impact on a student when he recognizes
that the one overarching emphasis demonstrated by
his professors is the glory of God in all things!”
Rev. Muether concurred: “The theological precision
and passion of these men and with Dr. Koerner who
joined the faculty later were unsurpassed. Here we sat
listening to three men teaching two second career guys
on how to be competent undershepherds. Their combination of old Westminster Seminary teaching and
distinctive RCUS parsonage training was more than
a Reformed throwback; it crystalized our minds and
prepared our hearts for present day ministry.”
With HTS celebrating its 15th anniversary in 2018,
one might see the math not adding up if the seminary
began classes in 2002. Rev. Muether, now the Director of Advancement for Heidelberg explains: “Drs.
Embree and Grossmann always impressed upon us that
a legitimate seminary needs to be under the oversight
of an orthodox church and counted worthy of support
by the church. At the 257th Synod in 2003, the Christian Education Committee having evaluated the curriculum and professors, recommended HTS be added
to the list of approved seminaries worthy of receiving benevolent monies from the Reformed Church

From left to right: Dr. Warren Embree,
Board President Ted Griess, Dr. Robert Grossmann

in the United States. That year of synodical recognition defines our establishment. It’s not about when we
exactly started, but when, after synodical examination,
we were approved. We are not a denominational seminary, but a seminary for the denomination, and we are
under the oversight of the Zion Reformed consistory
of Menno, SD.”

It is no small effort to build a seminary, let alone
begin one. In the first two years, the founding professors made great sacrifices to take on all the subject
matter. Dr. Embree made weekly commutes from Lincoln, NE, but always arrived in the classroom eager to
teach. Students Henry and Muether were constantly
treated to the “E-man’s” acute theological distinctions.
“Few seminary professors can work through a theological issue and break it all down like he could. He was a
linguistic rock star,” said Rev. Muether.
Synodical seminary evaluators from the Christian
Education Committee noted in 2003: “Throughout
the curriculum there is an underlying commitment to
covenant theology. It is the conclusion of the committee members present that Professors Grossmann and
Embree are more than capable and have the necessary
elements in place to prepare men for examination for
ministry in the RCUS.”
As the first student of the seminary, HTS alumnus Rev. Henry testified to Drs. Embree and Grossman’s capabilities: “It has been a great joy for me over
the past three years to witness the professors’ belief in
and love for the truth of Jesus Christ as they zealously
stand against the heresies of our day while teaching
the curriculum at HTS. As one professor never tires
of saying, ‘It’s all about Jesus Christ!’”
rh

Dr. Maynard Koerner appointed
as first President of Heidelberg
Theological Seminary
W

hen Dr. Kevin Carroll, Adjunct Professor of
Biblical Languages at Heidelberg Theological
Seminary, was asked to give the presidential charge from
the faculty, he did not hesitate, although he did admit
that giving a charge to a man who had been doing all the
duties of a seminary president for years was challenging.
On June 1, 2018, at Trinity Reformed Church in
Sioux Falls, Dr. Maynard A. Koerner was inaugurated

as the seminary’s first president, and for the board the
installation service was an appropriate affirmation for
a true servant who had tirelessly labored for many
years as Professor of Ministerial Studies and Dean of
Faculty.
Dr. Carroll observed, “Roughly forty years ago after
the movie Star Wars was released, a whimsical song
was often on the radio that asks, “What Do You Get
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A Wookie for Christmas (When He Already Owns
a Comb)?” When Dr. Koerner asked me to give him
the charge today, I was struck with a similar conundrum. Traditionally seminary presidents raise money
for their schools, they try to attract new students, they
act as liaisons between the public and school and seek
to cast the vision for the school, but Dr. Koerner has
already been doing these things for many years. His
installation now as President doesn’t really change
what he will be doing, so what do you get a Wookie for
Christmas when he already owns a comb?
Dr. Carroll then explained how the installation
of this office is the board laying the groundwork for
future blessing. He drew from the words of the apostle
in Colossians 3 “and whatever you do, do it heartily, as
to the Lord and not to men, knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for
you serve the Lord Christ.”
Heidelberg Seminary’s Director of Advancement, Rev. Chuck Muether, noted the historical significance of the occasion. “Only a decade before a kid
from Freeman, SD was born, the Eureka Classis had
voted to reject the church merger and retain the name
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“Reformed Church in the United States.” Growing
up in the RCUS, that by God’s grace was preserved, a
young Maynard was catechized and confirmed by the
late Rev. William Korn and years after influenced by
the late Rev. Chester Ploeger. Maynard Koerner was
blossoming into the consummate churchman. He was
built by the RCUS to serve the RCUS and all to the
glory of God.
Rev. Muether further noted, “Dr. Koerner’s inauguration isn’t a coronation, as can be the case at some
academic institutions, but a mandate to lead the next
generation of ministers. This is not a capstone to his
career, but a call to the work that is before the seminary and church.”
Ruling Elder Daniel Mettler in the consistory’s
charge to the president echoed that sentiment: “You
are always planting seeds of knowledge in the men
you send out. Always remember 1 Corinthians 3:7,
‘So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who
waters, but God who gives the increase.’”
Prior to becoming a full-time professor in 2009, Dr.
Koerner had served in Ebenezer RCUS of Shafter,
CA, Hope RCUS of Sutton, NE, and St. John’s RCUS
of Lincoln, NE. He also served as organizing pastor
of Covenant RCUS of Watertown, SD, and labored at
Pueblo, CO, and Calhan, CO. Presently, he is an associate pastor at Trinity Reformed of Sioux Falls, SD.
“Seldom is a seminary president installed who has
had this amount of pulpit experience. It’s unheard of,
which is why we are blessed by his appointment because
Heidelberg is in the business of training pastors. Dr.
Koerner is a pastor’s pastor and not too many seminary
presidents can be called that,” said Rev. Muether.
The inauguration service began with Rev. Michael
McGee giving the invocation. HTS alumni President
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg read the Scripture and
prayed. Mr. Ted Griess, Chairman of the Board, presented the inaugural oath followed by charges given
to the president by Elder Daniel Mettler, representing
Zion Reformed of Menno, SD, the authorizing consistory and Dr. Kevin Carroll, representing the faculty.
The service included original music by Seth Koerner,
sung by Dr. Koerner’s children and grandchildren. Dr.
Mark Larson, Adjunct Professor of Systematic Theology, closed the service in prayer. rh

ChurchNews
Confirmation and
Public Profession of Faith

Grace Reformed
Church, Mitchell,
SD, wishes to
congratulate
Micah Frey on his
confirmation and
public profession of
faith on June 3.

Confirmation

On Sunday, April 29, 2018, Ethan Andrew Hekman,
son of our deacon, Chris Hekman, and his wife,
LaShawna, of Covenant Reformed Church, Chico,
California, was received publicly into communicant membership through the Rite of Confirmation,
which is the solemn and joyful acknowledgement
by the congregation that God has confirmed His
covenant promise of salvation, that was signified and
sealed to Ethan in baptism, by granting repentance
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ upon his coming
to the age of understanding and commitment.

Confirmation
Daniel Wright, son of Dan and
Rhonda Wright was confirmed in
the Christian Faith on May 27, 2018
at Heritage Reformed Church,
Waymart, Pa.
Daniel began memorizing the
Heidelberg Catechism at two years
of age. This was a day of rejoicing
for those who instructed and
encouraged him throughout the
confirmation process.
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How’s a weekend of fun with your sisters in Christ sound?
This September 21 & 22, you’re invited to a weekend of faith, friendship, and fellowship at the Sheraton Hotel in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the 2018 RCUS Ladies Retreat. Over the weekend, we’ll be
discussing rebuilding close community within our denomination, how that impacts our evangelism,
and what that will look like in action. There will be speakers, games, food, singing, and more! Keep
your eyes open for more information headed your way.
I hope to see you there!
Bethany Opp
Member of
Trinity Reformed Church
- Sioux Falls, SD
Want to know more?
Visit rcusladies.org or email info@rcusladies.org.
And don’t forget to join the RCUS Ladies Facebook group to keep up with all the details and
join the online community!
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