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One of the last books R.C. Sproul wrote was titled Everyone’s a Theologian. He was correct. Theology is the proper activity of every Christian. So
I ask the question again, “How DO YOU do theology?” If you are like me,
before I try to do anything important and challenging I want to learn from
those who have gone before. One excellent teacher for us is the Reformed
pastor and theologian Francis Turretin (1623-87). He became pastor of an
Italian congregation in Geneva in 1648 and taught theology for over thirty
years at the Academy of Geneva (where John Calvin taught a century earlier), from 1653-1687. Turretin’s Institutes of Elenctic Theology are available
to be studied in English.
Even if you have not read his work, you can learn from Turretin’s method
how to do your work as a Christian of doing theology, reflecting on the
revelation that God has given us of Himself, His World, and our place in His
mission to bring in His eternal Kingdom. Turretin claimed the age he lived
in was “fond of wrangling” so his theological students needed to be men of
God who “handle the sword with the trowel.” By the “trowel” he meant that
students need first the instruction (paideia) in the Word of God, on which
the true faith is built. Students then join that “trowel” with the “sword” of
conviction (elenchon) to solidly refute the errors of the enemy and quench
the fiery darts of Satan.i
What he is saying is that theology is an activity that is both defensive and
offensive. Stating the truth positively (the trowel) and exposing error (the
sword) are not opposites. They are both necessary parts of the WAY WE DO
THEOLOGY. Theology gives the Christian something to believe. This same
theology also gives the Christian something to guard and defend so that the
true faith continues into future generations. If you want to see your children
and grandchildren be Christians, you must expose false teaching for what it
is—a threat to one’s soul.
This is a duty for Christians in every generation. Francis Turretin viewed
the courage of Martin Luther on October 31, 1517, to present his 95 Theses
as a pivotal turning point in history. He was conscious that a century later
he was continuing that work of reformation in Geneva. He was also confident that this process of reforming the true Church and the declining of the
false church will continue, but not be completed, until the Return of Christ!
The duty to continue the Reformation will continue in every age. Christians
must have the courage to fulfill their duty to uphold Christ as the only Head
of the Church and to fight against the papacy or any centralization of power
in a man or office here on earth.ii
The age in which Turretin lived, much like our postmodern age, was
a time when people arrogantly believed that everyone who came before
them lived in shadows. We are now enlightened and able to see clearly,
it was alleged. Turretin wanted nothing to do with that sort of worldview,
and he said that such doctrine is “harmful to religion” and “it ought not to be
tolerated by pious ears!”iii He even went so far as to say that if he wrote anything in his book which is found unBiblical and outside the confessions of
the Church, “not only do I want it to be unsaid, but even to be stricken out.”iv
Theology is not for speculation or finding new ways to speak spiritual
things to a contemporary culture. He dismissed “vain and useless questions” which only “feed curiosity, but do not minister to faith.” His goal was
to set the Scriptures before the students so that “they might advance every
day in the truth which is according to piety and prepare themselves for the
work of the ministry.”v He used his theological method to promote piety,
not hinder it.vi
Turretin assisted future generations of Christian ministers by the method
he followed in his Institutes of Elenctic Theology. One of the hardest challenges for any church leader is how to answer objections to the true doctrine. After explaining to church members or to unbelievers the orthodox
faith, then someone may object or bring in some other religious viewpoint.

How will we respond? Turretin makes it much easier
because he provided a catalog of objections to each
true doctrine from various perspectives, whether it be
the Anabaptist on the one hand, the Roman Catholic on
the other, or some other variety of objection, perhaps
of the Jewish or ancient Greek philosophers. By including their objections and Turretin’s orthodox response to
them, the gospel minister today has a ready reference
in how to interact with modern restatements of the
same heresies. As there is nothing new under the sun
(Ecclesiastes 1:9), the pastor would do well to follow the
example of a master theologian like Francis Turretin.
The errors to be demolished are the same (with some
nuances, to be sure), and the truth to be promoted is
also the same.
For example, after describing 14 different historical
examples through the centuries of people and groups
which deny the resurrection of the body, Turretin dismissed every argument with a simple statement that
the shield of the Scriptures protects us from these
attacks, since it so clearly teaches the truth of the physical resurrection.vii He then explained, line by line, how
this is so. An important lesson for Christians here is that
the precision of the scholastic method of Turretin not
only respects our opponents by accurately stating their
position in their own words, it also confirms the Christian faith. No matter how many arguments in favor
of heresy can be found, they all are dashed to pieces
by the hammer of the Word of God. Sola Scriptura,
again and again, comes to the rescue. So let us never
be afraid that there are one or two enemies of truth
threatening the Church today. Let us do our homework
and discover that there are actually far more enemies
(as Luther would pen in his hymn “A Mighty Fortress,”
“though this world with devils filled should threaten to
undo us”). Then, having discovered how truly powerful the enemy is, we will understand even more plainly
how truly powerless the enemy is in the face of the
Holy God, the Almighty Creator, the Great Lord Jesus,
Who rose from the dead and defeated that great and
last enemy. Thus, Christian piety is increased because
we read our Reformed Scholastic Fathers detail how
to demolish the demonic doctrines that have fought
against Christ down through the ages.
True Christian theology, and the work of Christ’s
Church as a whole, is going to be motivated by a

desire to preserve the Church from error and to promote true doctrine for the next generation. Turretin
was dedicated to using the “sword” to demolish error
and the “trowel” to declare truth. He fulfilled this twopronged duty of theology to serve the pastoral needs
of the Church of his generation (namely, the ministerial
students in Geneva and those whom they would later
teach). This pastoral purpose extends to the Church
throughout history which reads and is shaped by the
doctrines which Turretin has explained.
Turretin’s “sword and trowel” approach could have
been anticipated. He was only carrying on in a long line
of faithful ministers throughout history, including his
most famous predecessor at the Academy of Geneva,
John Calvin. When commenting on Titus 1:9 (a verse
which says that the qualified pastor is a man who is
“holding fast the faithful word as he has been taught,
that he may be able, by sound doctrine, both to exhort
and convict those who contradict”), Calvin famously
wrote, “The pastor ought to have two voices: one, for
gathering the sheep; and another, for warding off and
driving away wolves and thieves. The Scripture supplies
him with the means of doing both; for he who is deeply
skilled in it will be able both to govern those who are
teachable, and to refute the enemies of the truth.”viii In
other words, the “sword and the trowel” approach is
a time-honored and biblically-grounded method and
motive for doing our theology.
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Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Manitowoc, Wisconsin
Francis Turretin, Institutes of Elenctic Theology, ed. James
T. Dennison Jr., trans. George Musgrave Giger, vol. 1–3 (Phillipsburg, NJ: P&R Publishing, 1992–1997), vol. 1, xl.
ii
Turretin, 18.20.2.
iii
Turretin, 1:xlii.
iv
Turretin, 1:xlii.
v
Turretin, 1:xxxvii.
vi
“For the most part I have thought it always to be important
for the progress of learners and the increase of piety, to diminish rather than to increase the questions, as much as the
truth would admit.” Turretin, 1:xli.
vii
Turretin, 20.1.7.
viii
John Calvin, Commentaries on the Epistles to Timothy, Titus, and Philemon, trans. by William Pringle (Bellingham, WA:
Logos Bible Software, 2010), 296.
i

NOTE TO OUR READERS: Due to unforeseen circumstances (in other words, the Providence of God) we have been
unable to produce and publish the Reformed Herald in a timely fashion over the past several months. Steps are being
taken to rectify this. Among those include the fact that in 2018, we will only have 5 issues, with this March-April issue
being the first. Thank you for your understanding and continued support.
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Students in the Philippines
A

t appears that the Lord is opening the door to a
tremendous opportunity for the advancement
of the Kingdom of Christ. This has to do with the
work of Heidelberg Seminary and the training of men
for ministry on the mission field. This is an exciting
development with an opportunity for everyone to get
involved.
One of the mission fields of the RCUS, through
its Foreign Ministries Committee, is the Philippines.
A number of years ago, some pastors and believers
desired to establish a Reformed church in the Philippines. Unto that end, the RCUS and in particular Rev.
Gil Baloy, who is from the Philippines, were requested
to provide advice and instruction. This resulted in the
forming of the Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed
Church in the Philippines (POCRC).
As one might expect, there were some challenges
with the formation of a new church. As recent as
the summer of 2017 there were four congregations
and two pastors. Since that time, a third pastor has
been ordained and at least one more congregation has
become a part of the POCRC along with a number of
groups who have expressed interest in church planting
in the POCRC.
We praise God for the new denomination and its
recent significant growth. Presently, there is a significant shortage of pastors who are committed to the
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Reformed faith. The pastors have expressed their concern for some time regarding the training of men for
the ministry. We have been assured that there are a
number of men who are interested but are in need of
seminary training.
In responding to this need, Heidelberg Seminary
began to explore with pastor Nap Narag as to how
seminary training could be provided. Initially, it was
thought that this would involve providing some basic
courses which are available on video.
This past summer as a professor of Heidelberg
Seminary I traveled to the Philippines and taught two
courses in an intensive format. There were 25 men who
attended these courses. The purpose then was not only
to provide some teaching, but also to examine the real
need and opportunity to provide a complete seminary
training for men interested in the gospel ministry. Many
of the students in the class this past summer indicated a
desire to continue with seminary training.
Since the time of this trip, specific plans have been
established to go forward with seminary training in
the Philippines. Initially this will be as an extension
campus of Heidelberg Seminary. The basic plan
will be for students to meet together at two different
locations with pastors Nap Narag and Vic Bernales.
With the pastors as proctors, the students will watch
course lectures recorded on video. The students

will be enrolled in a special program developed for
the Philippines. They will study, take exams, and
write research papers, so that by this means they will
receive a full training for ministry. They will meet
on Saturdays and take two courses at a time as they
work their way through the curriculum. In addition
to this distance learning opportunity, the plans are to
have one professor from Heidelberg Seminary travel
to the Philippines each summer and teach two intensive courses.
Heidelberg Seminary has developed a degree program which is specific for students in the Philippines. Upon completion of the program, which will
take four to five years, the students will receive a
Master of Theological Studies Degree.
This program has been met with considerable interest by men in the Philippines far beyond our initial
expectations. As indicated above, two groups of students will be meeting at two different locations. At
the time of this writing twelve students are enrolled to
meet together at Bulacan, and another ten are enrolled
to meet together in Pangasinan. We are very excited
to have a total of 22 men enrolled as students to study
for the ministry.
Many of these men are already involved in ministry
of some type. They are committed to the Reformed
faith, and are potential pastors and church planters.
The potential for future growth for the POCRC is
tremendous. We praise God for this.
The students have very little means to purchase textbooks; many of them do not have computers. There
are also some regular expenses for the weekly meetings for class such as the cost for internet connection.

When considering the needs of the students, the cost
of travel to the Philippines and the additional need for
professors, obviously with this program Heidelberg
Seminary will need to raise additional funds.
Heidelberg Seminary is asking for your help to
make this program possible. Normally it costs
approximately $5,000 per year for a student to attend
at Heidelberg (including tuition and books). The
seminary has asked congregations to consider supporting a student at a rate of $4,000 per year for four
years. This “adopt a student” program will allow you
to be involved in a direct way to serve the Kingdom of
Christ. If you have not heard about this program or
want an opportunity to participate, you may want to
talk to your pastor about it.
The seminary would also be very happy to have
interested individuals become involved in providing
support for this program. You are welcome to contact
the seminary at office@heidelbergseminary.org or call
605-595-5850.
We are very grateful at Heidelberg Seminary to
have this opportunity to train these men for the ministry. Furthermore, we praise God that He has opened
this door, and we pray that these men will be used to
advance His kingdom. Please pray for the students
and professors and consider how you may support
this program.

rh

Dr. Maynard Koerner
Heidelberg Theological Seminary
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North American
Presbyterian and Reformed Council
Press Release
November 27, AD 2017

T

he 43rd annual meeting of the North American Presbyterian and Reformed Council
(NAPARC) convened on Tuesday afternoon, November 14, 2017 on the campus of the Puritan Reformed
Theological Seminary in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Chairman Rev. Bartel Elshout led the opening devotions during which the delegates and guests sang
heartily from Psalm 67, O God to Us Show Mercy.
NAPARC is composed of 13 member churches
(denominations or federations of churches) which
together represent about 3,600 organized and mission
congregations and about 584,000 members including baptized covenant children. Each member church
may send up to four delegates and they meet annually
“to advise, counsel, and cooperate in various matters
with one another, and to hold out before each other
the desirability and need for organic union of churches
that are of like faith and practice.”1
Member churches of NAPARC are the Associate
Reformed Presbyterian Church (ARPC), the Canadian Reformed Churches (CanRC), the Église réformée du Québec (ERQ), the Free Reformed Churches
of North America (FRCNA), the Heritage Reformed
Congregations (HRC), the Korean American Presbyterian Church (KAPC), the Korean Presbyterian
Church in America (Kosin) (KPCA), the Orthodox
Presbyterian Church (OPC), the Presbyterian Church
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in America (PCA), the Presbyterian Reformed Church
(PresRC), the Reformed Church in the United States
(RCUS), the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America (RPCNA), and the United Reformed
Churches in North America (URCNA). Representatives of the Bible Presbyterian Church (BPC) and the
Protestant Reformed Churches in America (PRCA)
attended as invited observers.
The basis of NAPARC’s fellowship is “Confessing
Jesus Christ as the only Savior and Sovereign Lord
over all of life, we affirm the basis of the fellowship of
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches to be full commitment to the Bible in its entirety as the Word of
God written, without error in all its parts, and to its
teaching as set forth in the Heidelberg Catechism, the
Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dort, the Westminster Confession of Faith, and the Westminster Larger
and Shorter Catechisms.”2
One of the first orders of business was the election
of officers. Elected as Chairman was Rev. Dr. S. Steve
Park of the Korean American Presbyterian Church,
and as Vice-Chairman, Rev. David Kim of the Korean
Presbyterian Church in America (Kosin). Elected as
Secretary was Rev. Ralph Pontier, and as treasurer,
Rev. Dr. Maynard Koerner. The chairmanship and
vice-chairmanship rotate annually between the 13
member churches following an alphabetical listing.

The vice-chairman this year is slated to serve as chairman next year, and his denomination is asked to host
the following year.
A large portion of time was spent on Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday morning with each member
church giving an oral report on the state of its church.
Following each report delegates could ask questions
and a designated delegate led the group in prayer for
the church that had reported. One theme was repeated
in several reports, that the work of missions is thriving
among the churches.
On Tuesday evening, Rev. Mark Kelderman of the
Heritage Reformed Congregations (the host church
this year) led a devotional service. He encouraged the
assembled with a message based on Revelation 1.
On Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning,
a discussion took place on four topics suggested by
member churches. The topics were:
1. How important is organic union among dissimilar
NAPARC denominations? For example, do the
denominations which focus on a specific ethnic/
linguistic group in North America really need to
merge with other NAPARC denominations?
2. What denominational distinctives presently exist
as obstacles to organic union? (Examples: exclusive
psalmody, delegated or non-delegated assemblies
of synods, strict subscription or good faith
subscription, unique denominational histories, etc.)
3. What denominational distinctives should be
considered as valid obstacles to organic union
under biblical scrutiny?
4. Discuss the possibility of a structure that allows
for both distinctives and organic union.
The discussion revealed different ideas about the
importance and feasibility of organic (organizational)
union, but also a common commitment to giving visible
expression to that unity which is already ours in Christ.
The discussion was helpful in reminding delegates of
the two-fold purpose of NAPARC, but also of its
limitations. NAPARC continues to provide a venue

for its member churches to talk with one another
corporately and bilaterally, and to hold out before
each other the ecumenical imperative of Scripture. It
has strengthened fraternal bonds and spurred greater
cooperation in missions, diaconal services, theological
education, and youth ministry.
On Wednesday evening, Rev. Dr. Joel Beeke gave an
inspirational address, “An Earnest Call to Help Restore
Family Worship among Our Church Families.”
In addition to the annual meeting of the Council,
NAPARC sponsors consultations where representatives of member churches gather to discuss cooperation in a specific area of ministry. For more than thirty
years, there have been annual world mission consultations in September of each year. This year’s Council
appointed hosts and convenors for three other consultations. The OPC was asked to host, and Mr. David
Nakhla to convene, a consultation on relief and diaconal ministry. Mr. Nakhla is the part time administrator of the OPC’s Committee on Diaconal Ministries.
The ARP was asked to host, and Rev. Dr. Kyle E. Sims
to convene, a consultation on theological training. The
ERQ was asked to host, and Rev. Ben Westerveld to
convene, a consultation on youth ministries.
The NAPARC schedule runs from Tuesday afternoon to Thursday noon and provides time slots for
bilateral meetings between the interchurch or ecumenical committees of the member churches. These
smaller meetings have proven fruitful for member
churches to grow closer together and manifest more
fully their oneness in Christ.
The next meeting of the Council is scheduled to be
hosted by the Korean American Presbyterian Church
in the Philadelphia area on November 13-15, 2018.
1
2

NAPARC Constitution, III. Purpose
NAPARC Constitution, II. Basis
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Rev. Ralph A. Pontier, NAPARC Secretary
Pella, IA
secretary@naparc.org
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“Fishers of Men”
Sermon on Matthew 4:18-22
“18 And Jesus, walking by the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew
his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 Then He said to them,
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 They immediately left their nets and followed
Him. 21 Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee,
and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets.
He called them, 22 and immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.”
(Matthew 4:18–22, NKJV)

I

ntroduction: Today we want to see how the Lord
Jesus Christ calls men into the ministry of the
gospel: and how He advances His kingdom through
the ministry of the gospel.
Jesus began His public ministry by preaching the
gospel: the good news of His kingdom – a kingdom
which brings redemption to all who repent and ask
God to forgive their sins. Matthew 4:17 says, “Repent,
for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”
At the beginning of His public ministry, Jesus will
choose men who will be His co-workers in the ministry. He will train them and prepare them to be His
apostles and preachers who will continue His ministry after His death, resurrection, and ascension into
heaven. The apostles will lay the doctrinal and governmental foundation of the NT church.
We will see today that God has ordained the preaching of the gospel to give life to spiritually dead souls.
People often look at preaching like a consumer, as a
way to be educated. But preaching is not just to educate but to bring salvation and transformation.
Sermon Theme: Jesus calls men into the ministry.
(1) Christ promises to make preachers fishers of men
(vv.18-19). (2) the sovereign irresistible power of
Christ’s call (vv.20-22).
First, Christ promises to make preachers fishers of
men. We read in verses 18-19, “And Jesus, walking by
the Sea of Galilee, saw two brothers, Simon called Peter,
and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; and
they were fishermen. Then He said to them, Follow Me,
and I will make you fishers of men.”
Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee. Galilee is
where Jesus began His public ministry, as Matthew
pointed out in verses 12-16. Galilee was northern
8 | Reformed Herald 74 / 1

Israel. It was the land where Gentiles mixed with Jews
and intermarried with Jews (Samaritans). The southern Jews in Judea and Jerusalem were of purer blood
and orthodox tradition; and they despised the whole
region of Galilee. Jesus will choose prime ministers of
His kingdom, not from Jerusalem, but from Galilee!
While Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He
saw two brothers, working together as fishermen:
“Simon called Peter, and Andrew his brother.”
This is the first time in Matthew that Peter and
Andrew are mentioned, but it’s not the first time they
are mentioned in the NT. In fact, at this point they are
already disciples of Jesus Christ.
How do we know this? By comparing Scripture
with Scripture. Look at Matthew 4:12. It says that
Jesus went to Galilee when He heard that John the
Baptist was put in prison. Now in John 1:35-42, we
are told that Peter and Andrew became disciples of
Jesus before John the Baptist was put in prison.
John 1:36 tells us that Andrew was listening to John
the Baptist preach, and then John looked at Jesus and
said, “Behold, the Lamb of God!” Then in John 1:4142, we read that Andrew first found his own brother
Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah
(which is translated the Christ). And he brought him to
Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said, You are
Simon [Hebrew name] …You shall be called Cephas
[Aramaic] (which is translated, A Stone [Peter in
Greek]).”
So, Peter and Andrew were already followers of
Jesus; they already believed He was the Messiah, the
Son of God; and they worked together as fishermen.
Back to Matthew 4. When Jesus called Peter and
Andrew to follow Him, He was not calling them to

follow Him for the first time, He was not calling them
preached to you.” (1 Peter 1:23, 25) We read in Acts
out of darkness into light. He was calling them into
16:14 that while Paul preached the gospel to Lydia,
the ministry. In verse 19 we read, “Then He said to
“the Lord opened her heart to believe” the gospel (See
them, Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
also similar passages in 1 Corinthians 1:18; 4:15).
In other words, I will make you preachers who
God has ordained the preaching of the gospel to be
will catch souls with the net of the gospel. God has
the primary way of saving and sanctifying His elect.
ordained the ministry of the gospel to be the primary
It is not the only way, but it is the main way. God can
way of regenerating sinners, calling them out of darkregenerate His elect in the womb, as He did John the
ness into God’s marvelous light.
Baptist. God can regenerate His elect while they are
Sinners are like fish that need to be caught. Fish do
reading His Word by themselves.
not decide on their own to jump out of the water into
God can use our own personal evangelism and
a fishing net. They need to be caught and pulled out
apologetics. Evangelism is simply sharing the gospel,
of the water. Unconverted souls do not decide on their
and along with that sharing your own personal tesown that they need to be saved from their sins. They
timony. Apologetics is giving people a reason for the
need to be caught and pulled out of their natural habihope that is in you, telling people there is no hope
tat: which is addiction to sin. They are slaves of sin.
apart from Jesus Christ. Apologetics will defend
Because of the fall and disobedience of our first parents, Adam
and Eve in Paradise, we are all conceived in sin, and we will remain
“Fishers of men” means Jesus makes
slaves of sin, and be condemned for
the minister a preacher who will
our sins, unless we are regenerated
and ask God to save us from our
catch souls with the net of the gospel.
sins for the sake of Christ’s sacrifice
Unconverted souls do not decide on
on the cross.
Spiritually dead people do not
their own they need to be saved.
ask God to save them from their
They need to be caught and pulled
sins. They are like fish that cannot
breathe air. They have to be given
out of their natural habitat: which is
lungs before they can breathe air.
addiction to sin.”
Spiritually dead souls have to be
given new life before they can ask
God to save them from the penalty
and addiction of sin.
the faith against all other faiths, because they would
God has ordained the preaching of the gospel to give
steal our hope in Jesus.
life to spiritually dead souls. We read that “whoever
God used the testimony of the Samaritan woman,
calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then
“many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him
shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
because of the woman who testified [testimony], He told
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have
me all that I ever did.” ( John 4:39)
not heard? And how they shall hear without a preacher?”
Evangelism is different than preaching. Evangelism
(Romans 10:13-14)
is sharing the gospel. All Christians, men and women,
What does the Lord do when there is a preacher to
are called the share the gospel, according to their Godpreach God’s Word? The answer is in Romans 10:17,
given gifts and opportunities. But not all Christians
“So then, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word
of God.” This passage is the proof text for Heidelberg
are called to preach the gospel.
Catechism #65, where we confess that “God works faith
Preaching is the public proclamation of God’s
in our hearts by the preaching of the Holy Gospel.”
Word, discharged by a man called and authorized to
Elsewhere in the Bible, Peter told his fellow Chrisdo it. Preaching is a full-time paid position. In the
tians: “you were born again . . . by the gospel which was
NT, only apostles and pastors are called preachers.
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And God has ordained the preaching of the gospel to
be the primary way of saving His elect.
In our personal evangelism, we may only get as far
as inviting someone to church. That’s fantastic, and if
the person actually comes, that’s even better. But the
rest is up to God.
Christ promises to make preachers fishers of men.
“Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Only Jesus Christ can make a man a fisher of men.
He is the ultimate fisher of men. He was sent by the
Father to seek and to save His lost sheep. As the infinitely-wise God He knows the best way to catch men,
and therefore He can teach others how to be fishers
of men. Charles Spurgeon said, “nobody can make a
man-fisher but our Lord Himself, and those whom
He calls can only become successful by following
Him.” “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.”
Christ promises to make preachers fishers of men.
Second, the sovereign irresistible power of Christ’s
call.
We read in verses 20-22, “They immediately left their
nets and followed Him [Christ makes believers heartily
willing and ready to follow Him wherever He leads].
Going on from there, He saw two other brothers, James
the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with
Zebedee their father, mending their nets. He called them,
and immediately they left the boat and their father, and
followed Him.”
This is the first time that James and John are mentioned in the Bible. It is possible that they also had
already believed in Jesus, like Peter and Andrew, or at
least had some exposure to Jesus prior to Him coming to Galilee, but there is no record of this in the
Bible. The impression is given that this is the first
time that James and John had encountered Jesus. The
impression is given that Jesus is calling them for the
very first time to follow Him and also to prepare for
the ministry.
This is very similar to God’s call to Abraham to leave
his country and relatives. “Now the Lord had said to
Abram: Get out of your country, from your family,
and from your father’s house, to a land that I will show
you. . . . So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken
to him.” (Genesis 12:1, 4)
Here is an example of what Calvinists call the “effectual call” or “irresistible grace.” When God calls, His
call is effective. His power causes the elect to respond
in faith.
The external call of the gospel goes out to everyone.
But the internal call is the work of the Holy Spirit that
effectually changes the hearts of the elect from spiritual
death to spiritual life. As 1 Peter 2:9 says, “God called
us out of darkness into His marvelous light.”
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This is the same power that said, “Let there be light,”
and there was light; the same power that said, “Lazarus,
come forth,” and Lazarus walked out of the tomb. In
our text in verse 22, Jesus “called them, and immediately
they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.” And
Peter and Andrew got to witness the Lord’s irresistible
power in action in calling James and John.
Whether it is a call to faith or a call to the ministry,
it is the sovereign power of Christ’s call that makes
us willing. Psalm 110:3 promises, “Your people shall be
willing in the day of Your power.” This is what we confess in Heidelberg Catechism #1, “Wherefore by His
Holy Spirit He assures me of eternal life, and makes
me heartily willing and ready to live for Him.”
And look what Christ’s sovereign power made these
men do. Peter and Andrew “immediately left their nets
and followed Him.” James and John “immediately left
the boat and their father.” These men were willing to
leave their work and their family. They left their family
business, they left all that was familiar and secure for
the sake of Christ.
Notice the Lord’s sovereign power over these fishermen, not even allowing them to finish their work.
They must be ready to follow immediately when He
calls them. Even if Christ does not call every Christian into ministry, He calls every Christian to follow
Him, no matter what the cost, loving Him more than
anyone or anything else. Jesus said in Matthew 10:37,
“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than
Me is not worthy of Me.” (see also Matthew 8:21-22)
Notice something else: Jesus called two sets of
brothers to become ministers. Commentator Matthew Henry said, “It is a blessed thing when relatives are
brought together into a spiritual alliance to Jesus Christ,
when those that are of the same family, are of God’s family.” The Lord also understands our need for companionship in the ministry. He provided for that as well.
Give the Lord glory for His sovereign irresistible
power and love in calling men into the ministry!
Now, here is an important question: how does the
Lord Jesus call men into the ministry today – now
that He is at the right hand of God? When He was on
earth, His call came directly with His own voice. And
these men literally followed Him and were trained
directly by Him. But now that Christ has ascended
into heaven, He calls men to faith and He calls them
into the ministry indirectly, through the ministry of
His Word and Church.
His call begins with a desire. 1 Timothy 3:1 says,
“if a man desires the office of bishop [overseer, whether
ruling elder or teaching elder], he desires a good work.”
The Lord works in a man a desire to be a pastor. As

we read in Philippians 2:13, God “works in you both to
will [desire] and to do of His good pleasure.”
Sometimes this desire, often referred to as the internal call, comes early in life. In many cases, it comes like
it came to Peter and Andrew, James and John, when
they already had a job.
Then along with the desire the Lord gives the gifts
necessary for the pastoral ministry. These gifts need
to be developed. Men need to be trained. This is what
seminary is for.
Christ also qualifies a man for the ministry; and
then He directs His Church to examine and ordain
qualified men. He directs each congregation to elect
qualified men (cf. Acts 1:23-26; 14:23; 20:28).

And He made him one of His greatest fishers of
men. I am sending you to the Gentiles, “to open their
eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive
forgiveness of sins.” (Acts 26:18) Notice: “I sovereignly
saved you, Paul.” And I am going to sovereignly use
you to sovereignly save others.
John 6:37 reads, “All that the Father gives Me will
come to Me.” 1 Corinthians 3:6-7, “I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he
who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who
gives the increase.”
We do not have to use a bunch of gimmicks to get
people to believe in Jesus. All we have to do is to give
them the simple gospel and leave
the results to God.
In conclusion, our congregation does not seem to be catching
very many fish. And we might be
“Even if Christ does not call every
tempted to think we have to make
Christian into ministry, He calls every
some changes. The Lord is testing
us to see if we will remain faithful to
Christian to follow Him, no matter
His Word, even if nothing changes.
what the cost”
Let us pray for the pastor to keep
planting and watering and for the
Lord Jesus to give the increase.
Let us continue learning how
to be faithful disciples by sitting
Christ gives His church faithful pastors. “I will give
under the preaching and teaching ministry of Christ’s
you pastors [shepherds] according to My heart, who will
Church. Christ rules by the ministry of His Word
feed you with knowledge and understanding.” ( Jeremiah
(key of the kingdom). May God give the increase for
3:15) “He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophHis glory! Amen.
ets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers.”
Consider these quotes on the topic:
(Ephesians 4:11)
John Calvin: “men stray and wander in the world,
One thing that has not changed since the days of the
as in a great and troubled sea, till they are gathered
apostles is this: Christ still makes preachers fishers of
by the gospel.” John Calvin: “The ministers of the
men. Only He can.
Word ought, in a particular manner, to be directed by
As Thomas Boston wrote in his book, The Art of
this example, to lay aside all other occupations, and
Man-fishing, “A man may preach like an angel, and yet
to devote themselves unreservedly to the Church,
be useless.” Therefore, “when you write a sermon, then
to which they are appointed.” John Calvin: “It is not
say to God, ‘Lord, this will be altogether weak withmerely a general call to faith, but a special call to a
out your power. . .’ .” “Acknowledge your own weakness
particular office, that is here described [they were choand uselessness without it, and so cry without ceasing
sen with a view to the apostleship].” Matthew Henry:
for it, that the Lord may drive the fish into the net,
“It was an instance of ordination and appointment to
when you are spreading it. When you are preaching do
the work of the ministry.” Charles Spurgeon: “Christ
not think to convert men by the force of reason, if you
had previously called them by grace, and now He calls
do you will be deceived.”
them into the ministry.”
And we must never think the Lord Jesus cannot save a
rh
soul, even one we’ve given up on. While Saul was on his
way to get permission to put more Christians in prison,
Rev. David Fagrey
the ascended and glorified Lord Jesus stopped him in
his tracks and made him one of His greatest followers.
Rapid City, SD
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Report of the President of Covenant East Classis
of the Reformed Church in the United States
March 6-7, 2018

O

ur Heidelberg Catechism states in Question and
Answer #54,

“What do you believe concerning
the “holy, catholic Church”?
That out of the whole human race, from the
beginning to the end of the world, the Son of
God, by His Spirit and Word, gathers, defends,
and preserves for Himself unto everlasting life a
chosen communion in the unity of the true faith;
and that I am and forever shall remain a living
member of this communion.”
The Son of God “gathers” His Church. As I reflect on
the state of the Church of our Lord in Covenant East
Classis, I am looking at the handiwork of the Son of
God. How has He been at work gathering, defending
and preserving His Church among us this year? What
follows are my feeble reflections on this mighty work
of Christ Himself.
The statistics show that we received fewer communicant members this year (down 14%) while we lost
fewer members (down 28%). I notice that last year
we lost 43% fewer members than the year before that.
The total number of communicants has increased a
modest 2%. Four of our congregations report having one less elder this year. Normally the number of
church officers is very consistent. This amounts to a
15% drop in elders serving in the Classis. While each
situation has an explanation and it does not appear to
be the sign of conflict, it is a concern. The means God
uses to gather, defend, and preserve His Church is
the Word of God as taught in the power of the Spirit.
That happens through the work of faithful pastors
and elders to oversee and shepherd that work. Several congregations report an active recruitment of new
elders and deacons and training programs that are in
place or in development. Many of these are the very
ones with fewer officers. We should all make it a matter of prayer that God would raise up a new generation of officers in His Church.
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The Candidates and Credentials Committee reports
some correspondence with potential ministerial candidates, as well as direct oversight and preparation
for a licensure exam at this meeting of Rev. Chuck
Muether, who is coming to us from a fraternal denomination and looks to plant a missionwork in south central Iowa under the oversight of Gettysburg.
The Church Camp Committee reports that our covenant youth again were blessed by fellowship and Biblical study and application of the Reformation truth this
year. A very positive development was the increased
participation from more ministers and adults. Thank
you for answering the call! Financially, the camp is just
scraping by and needed to be bailed out again by the
Manitowoc church funds until another special plea
went out. The simplest way to solve this is to get more
campers. There is plenty more room, so let us continue
to encourage our youth and their parents EARLY in
the year to plan for July’s camp.
The Interchurch Relations Committee sings a familiar tune. We had one face-to-face visit, but attempted
to do more and desire to do even more. They plead
for more members on the committee so that we would
be able to attend more meetings. I believe part of the
challenge is that our classis is so geographically spread
out and yet our total number of available men is so
small to cover that geography.
The Missions Committee provides a clear report
of its contact with each of our mission works. Partly
because of the turnover of newer members on the
committee, it conducted most of its business by way of
videoconference so that all members could be involved
in conversation with the local missionaries and church
officers and a few members. The report does mention that this will not be their plan going forward and
they will make more in-person visits this coming year.
Meaningful oversight can never be done from afar, so
they should be encouraged in this effort. I feel somewhat guilty for introducing the technological ability
to videoconference, since I had never envisioned it to
function as a replacement for personal ministry. So

far, it does not appear that it has, but if we were to
continue overseeing our missions this way, that would
be a real problem. All of our technological tools are
only helpful if they enhance the personal ministry of
the gospel.
The brightest highlight of the missions report is the
report of the church building efforts of the Redeemer
church in Minneapolis. They have really led the way
in our classis for many years in how to be proactive
in the work of building a mission-mindset among the
Consistory, and then the congregation members. They
have been used by God to plant Emmaus Road some
years ago. Now, God is using them again. The final
chapter and shape has not yet been revealed by the
Lord. What is exciting to me is that the Consistory
is understanding and responding to God’s providence
in ways that require changes in strategy. It is hard for
anyone to adjust, much less a group of people. I pray
that our entire Classis would take the Redeemer plans
as laid down in the missions report and adapt them
accordingly for our congregational settings.
The Parochial Reports reveal the truth of Catechism #54. There is clear focus on the 3 marks of
the Christian Church. As the Word is preached in
the power of the Spirit, each congregation continues
in that glorious mission of God’s Kingdom from the
beginning to the end of the world. Several congregations mention specific efforts to bring the gospel to
‘the whole human race’ and not only their own current
membership. When ministering the gospel to our
own members, some of the churches reflect a spiritual
battle with a persistent spirit of our age. This spirit
views the individual as his own highest authority. The
individual member knows best how much Christianity and church life and means of grace he needs. Nevertheless, in each congregation the members are being
faithfully discipled in true doctrine and being led into
the piety and practice that flows from true doctrine.
However, I wonder if we have the resources to continue to be the gatherers that Christ is using to gather,
defend, and preserve for Himself His elect. Several
pastors mention physical and emotional suffering in
their own immediate families and relationships. They
also mention suffering in a unique way within some
of the membership. Faith in a sovereign God always
encourages and lifts us up. Yet when the suffering is
chronic and no end appears to be in sight until we are
called home to glory, our patience and faith is stretched

very thin. I encourage pastors to reach out regularly
to their Consistory members and also to other pastors
in the Classis for prayer and counsel. I also hope that
each of our pastors would proactively reach out to one
another. We are all busy. When someone is under the
cloud of suffering or discouragement, he sometimes
can’t even see his way to make the first step to reach
out. I really do believe that our pastors could benefit from pastoring one another. I praise God for our
unity within the Classis, and it is my prayer that our
round-table discussion on the missionary focus and
evangelistic use of the Three Forms of Unity would
inspire, invigorate, and lift up the hearts which may be
sinking or lagging in hope, joy, and confidence in our
God of grace.
From West to East, a selective summary of the parochial reports follows.
The Kansas City congregation increased in many
ways. They increased the size of the building with
the new fellowship hall. They increased by filling
their pulpit with a new pastor, Rev. Christopher
Campbell. They increased in the reception of several
members as well. Rev. Campbell describes an active
first year of ordained ministry serving all aspects of
congregational life.
In Northwest Arkansas, Rev. Carr mentions he is
actively recruiting new church officers through a men’s
leadership conference. He also describes a ministry
which encompasses the doctrine of the Reformed
creeds and also a preaching series through 1 Corinthians 13 on the nature of Biblical love. They are seeking
to use technology to get short versions of the weekly
message out on social media, in hopes that it may
draw in souls hungering and thirsting for the truth.
In Hamburg, Rev. Schnabel reports a very difficult
year for him and the church in that God called out
of this life some dear saints who were faithfully serving the Lord. His ministry plans for the congregation
were abruptly altered by some of these losses. Nevertheless, the saints in Hamburg continue to be led
in true doctrine through a variety of engaging Bible
Study efforts. The elders have also stepped up their
involvement in visiting the families of the church.
In Garner, Rev. Larson reports a focus on seeking
to defend and preserve the saints by leading them to
deeper study of Biblical truth. They arranged a Reformation Conference with Dr. Richard Gamble speaking on the life of John Calvin, and they have another
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conference planned this year with another Reformed
scholar. There was also the addition of a new family,
which is a real blessing for a rural church.
In Eden Prairie, Rev. Kron describes a desire for
real sanctification in the lives of the congregation,
as expressed individually and especially in their life
towards one another. He writes, “Sanctification is a
team sport that happens in the midst of a family of
believers who are justified yet sinful. This community
is called the church. How can we continue to grow
together in our commitment, service, and love for
Christ’s church?”
In Minneapolis, Rev. Marinelli reports a very trying
year with the medical challenges of his daughter and
the family trials that have accompanied that. Nevertheless, he is taking an active leadership role in the
Consistory and in the ministry and teaching in the
congregation, along with Rev. Sawtelle. The congregation is busily preparing to host their first ever Synod
meeting this year. The membership is very active in
providing for one another’s needs through the work
of the deacons and the many members who volunteer
their time and service to show Christian love to one
another. Rev. Sawtelle mentions that he prays daily for
eight people with chronic illness and all the trials and
discouragement that accompany that reality. Some of
these people are in his family. He also notes a level of
spiritual health and maturity in the members. Both of
the pastors praise the Lord for the faithful giving of the
congregation to the mission work efforts of the congregation. About 2/3 of the total mission work budget is
provided by the congregation’s offerings, while 1/3 of
the mission costs come from the Classis and Synod.
In Manitowoc, Rev. Sorensen reports a heavy load
of responsibilities in denominational work. The congregation itself also joyfully serves the denomination
through hosting the annual church camp and through
involvement in prayer and special offerings for nonbudget RCUS causes. He also reports a curious fact
that at the same time there is an increase in desire to
learn Biblical and Reformed doctrine, there has been
some doubts expressed by a few about whether we
should openly teach our Reformed distinctives. The
congregation continues to favorably receive df;pthe
preaching of the gospel. A few new visitors have come
this past year and taken membership class, though
they have not yet joined.
In Napoleon, Rev. Altman reports an answer to
prayer in that he has a better job situation. While it
is not ideal that he has to work outside the church for
health insurance purposes, the new job gives greater
flexibility and ability to minister to his family and the
congregation. He reports that parents of young chil14 | Reformed Herald 74 / 1

dren often apologize for the noise in the service. He
replies that the noise of covenant youth is music to the
ears. The congregation celebrated their 50th anniversary this year.
In Gettysburg, Rev. Fluck reports a problem with
church growth. God has blessed them with such
growth that they do not have enough room at the
buildings on the Foster’s farm that have served so well
for many years. They are in the process of renting a
nearby church facility. They also are seeking to oversee
a passible church plant in Iowa and have extended a
call to Rev. Chuck Muether for this purpose. The congregation remains united in witness and faith.
In Waymart, Rev. Potter reports that through over
40 years of being a Christian, he has personally experienced God’s faithfulness again and again for him, his
wife, and the congregations he has served. This year
provided fresh evidence. For the first time in the history of the congregation they have enough offerings so
that they do not need any assistance from Classis or
Synod for building rent or medical costs of the pastor.
The church also continues to oversee its Blue Bell mission in greater Philadelphia.
Our Classis was pleased to see Rev. Harvey Opp
return into active ministry this year, though that took
him out of our Classis. Praise God that we are a part
of a bigger body of Christ such that we are still united
with him through the RCUS.
Some of the overtures before us this year as well as
last year reveal a desire to mature and clarify in our
understanding of the proper role of men and women
in the life of the Church. There is also a desire to
understand what it means to be believer from a Biblical viewpoint, not a cultural or traditional one. Does
the individual believer hold an office from God? How
does he or she fulfill his or her office in connection
with, but in distinction from, the special offices of the
minister, elder, and deacon? Many of these answers
are found in our Reformed creeds. Yet the specific
applications in our society and current ministry settings are what is being discussed. We should praise
God for the call to deeper unity through debate, Biblical discussion, and service together. The body of
people that the Son of God is gathering is a chosen
communion in the unity of the true faith. It is right
for us as a classis to want to be even more unified in
our faith and practice. Let us be patient and trusting
of one another in that process.
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Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Manitowoc, WI

Report on the 33rd Annual Meeting of
Covenant East Classis
Garner, Iowa, March 2018

T

he Covenant East Classis met March 6 to 7,
2018, at Peace Reformed Church in Garner,
Iowa. The night before the meeting the delegates met
to discuss the book To Win Our Neighbors For Christ by
Wes Bredenhof. Rev. Kyle Sorensen led the study. The
next day we began the work of the classis by praising
God and singing the hymn “Not What My Hands Have
Done.” Rev. Steve Carr led in devotions from Luke 17:10
titled “We are Unprofitable Servants.” At the meeting
we had eleven ministers and nine elders present. Rev.
Kyle Sorensen was elected president of Classis, Rev.
Daniel Schnabel was elected vice president and Rev.
Carr was elected stated clerk. The fraternal delegate
Rev. Dan Drost from the Midwest Presbytery of the
RPCNA was welcomed and later addressed the body,
reading from Isaiah 54:2-3. He spoke about his being
encouraged by the RCUS history and our faithfulness.
He also updated us on the distinctives and current work
of the RPCNA. First time elder delegates were introduced; including Elder Dale Hommes from Emmaus
Road RCUS, Elder Mark De Boer from Redeemer
RCUS, and Elder Ken Hanko from Blue Bell, PA. Rev.
Christopher Campbell was welcomed as a new minister
and given the right hand of fellowship by the delegates.

For the meeting the normal order was followed. We
had the presentation of the various permanent committee reports while others were referred to the standing
committees. The report on the state of the church was
given by Rev. Sorensen. Each pastor gave their parochial
reports. These reports spoke of the Lord’s blessings and
providential challenges over the past year. Elders prayed
for each pastor and church.
Rev. Chuck Muether, who is exploring a mission work
possibility in Oskaloosa, Iowa, was to be examined at
this Classis meeting (he is coming to us from the OPC).
Prior to the meeting he became ill and was given doctors orders to recover in bed. Since Rev. Muether was
not able to preach Rev. Schnabel took his place on Tuesday evening preaching from Luke 11:4 with the sermon
titled “Lead Us Not Into Temptation.” Rev. Ryan Kron
led the worship service. Wednesday morning the study
of God’s word was led by Rev. Ron Potter from Zechariah 9:9 and Matthew 5:3 in a message titled, “On The
Kingship Of Christ!”
The business for the meeting was lighter without the
examination. In the Classis Home Missions the budgets stayed pretty much the same except for the 10%
reduction in support for Grace Reformed in North-
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west Arkansas. Redeemer Reformed in Minneapolis,
MN, was formally commended by action of Classis for
the specific plans they set out to build towards planting
another mission work and even how they have adjusted
them as God’s providence has presented different challenges and blessings before them. A study committee was
also erected to study positively the office of believer in the
church and report back to the Spring meeting of the Covenant East Classis in 2019. The Treasurer’s report by Jim
Drewes showed the Classis continues to do well financially and is able to maintain the $66 per communicant
member guideline for giving. We also gave public prayer
of thankfulness for the Lord’s provision for us. The Classis statistics also revealed that the Lord helped us to grow
slightly in total baptized membership.
As always, this Classis was a great opportunity to
serve our Lord and do the work of the church, as well as

a time to enjoy the communion of the saints. The members of Peace Reformed Church greatly helped in this by
warmly receiving the Classis delegates and bountifully
caring for us with delicious meals including barbeque
and soups. They also provided many treats including
Dutch desserts direct from Pella, IA. They definitely
fulfilled God’s command in Hebrews 13:16 not forgetting “to do good and share” with the promise that “with
such sacrifices God is pleased.”
We are thankful to our gracious Triune God for the
business we were able to complete. We also pray that the
Lord may continue to use this Classis and its member
churches for His glory as we declare this precious gospel
of God’s grace in Christ.

rh

Rev. Dan Schnabel
Hamburg, MN

Report of the President of
South Central Classis of the
Reformed Church in the United States
March, 2018

E

steemed Fathers and Brothers,
We are bound to thank God always for you,
brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows exceedingly, and the love of every one of you abounds toward
each other. (2 Thessalonians 1:3)
We have once again borne witness to the faithfulness of the Lord within the bounds of South Central
Classis, for which we may all give thanks.
Our Classis membership statistics show that we are
holding steady overall. Our total communicant membership is up by one soul. This is significant given that
we had a total of eighty-eight losses in 2017, fifty-one
of whom were from erasure or discipline. It is difficult
to see once-active members of the church come to the
point where they must be removed, yet it is an encouragement to observe that our congregations continue
to faithfully practice biblical church discipline.
We suffered the death of nine members. We mourn
their loss, yet rejoice with them as they lay off the bur16 | Reformed Herald 74 / 1

dens of this fallen world and enter into the presence
of our Savior.
Last year I noted that we should be praying for a
baby boom in the South Central Classis; the Lord
has been pleased to grant us that prayer. Our statistics show a total of thirty baptisms in 2017- a 60%
increase over last year, of which twenty-five were
infants- giving us a 68% increase in covenant infant
baptisms over the previous year.
Providentially, we welcome two additions to our roll
of ministers into South Central Classis. Rev. Harvey
Opp was installed at Providence Reformed in Vermillion, SD, while Rev. Jimmy John Hall was installed at
Providence Reformed in Limon, CO. We pray that the
Lord would truly bless the labors of both Rev. Opp
and Rev. Hall in their respective congregations.
Additionally, we welcome to South Central Classis retired minister Rev. David Dawn. Rev. Dawn has
been dismissed to us from the Northern Plains Clas-

sis, and is now a member of Trinity Reformed Church,
Sioux Falls, SD.
Rev. Harvey Opp reported that he and his wife have
been warmly welcomed and provided for by the congregation in Vermillion, SD, as he transitions back
into pastoral ministry after three years away. Rev. Opp
requests that if the churches let him know of any of
their members who are attending USD in Vermillion,
he will gladly make contact with their students.
Rev. Jimmy John Hall reported that he and his family are getting settled into the labors of the Limon, CO,
charge. Rev. Hall reports that he has set the goal of
promoting “sweet fellowship together as members of
Christ at Providence Reformed Church.”
Rev. Lee Johnson reflected on a year of blessing in Lincoln, NE, as the congregation saw growth, both numerically and spiritually. It is encouraging to read how the
Lincoln congregation has been faithful in assisting and
promoting the work in Omaha. Rev. Johnson and Rev.
Klynsma faithfully labor together, and schedule pulpit
swaps in order to ensure that both congregations recognize the unity of these congregations. Additionally,
Lincoln as well as other congregations, were able to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation with
special events, services, and conferences.
A number of pastors noted how the ministry has
exhausted them in this past year. Of course there were
no complaints, and all expressed joy at the advancement of the gospel and growth of the Lord’s people.
It is good for us to recognize the reality that ministry
does drain the energy of the faithful pastor. We pray
that the entire church would uphold in prayer, not only

these pastors, but all who labor faithfully in the work
of the church. Paul asked for prayer. The officers of the
church also need your prayers.
At the 2017 Classis meeting the Colorado congregations were encouraged to work jointly to begin a
Bible study in the Denver metro area. These faithful
congregations took the encouragement to heart, and
along with the Missions committee, they have not only
begun Bible studies, but have even searched for and
found a candidate to serve as a planting pastor in Denver. As I write, plans are in place for the examination
of the candidate at this Classis meeting. We pray that
the Lord would see fit to not only plant, but cause to
flourish, a congregation in the greater Denver area.
In Casper, WY, the Missions committee reports
that the labors are going well. The Classical and
Synodical funding is being reduced, while the overall membership is growing. The growth is not only
numerical, but also spiritual. The committee reports
that “the chapel is making significant strides in
maturing into a self-sufficient church. In addition to
having good prospects for new officers and increased
giving, many of the new members are contributing to
the regular tasks (of the church).”
The Omaha, NE, work continues to be blessed by
the Lord, and the congregation is thankful to be worshipping in their own building. Concerning this work
we read: “It is worthy to note that all the original
core members are still committed to the work. Rev.
Klynsma reports that there have been no issues or
concerns raised, and nothing to create any tension or
disharmony.”
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Additionally, we rejoice as the Missions report
informs us that the congregation in Limon is ready to
be removed from mission support. We commend the
brethren of Providence Reformed Church in Limon
for their faithfulness to the work, and we pray that the
Lord would continue to bless this congregation.
We were heartened to see an overture from Trinity Reformed Church, Sioux Falls, SD, which seeks
to address the growing burden of ministerial aid
within the RCUS. It notes that the demand for ministerial aid has grown from just over $100,000 in the
year 2000, to its current point of nearly $300,000.
Whatever the outcome of this overture, it is certainly
important that we begin to address this vital financial

problem. As a church, we desire to honor our retired
ministers and widows and ensure they receive proper
care. This must be accomplished in a more fiscally
responsible manner. I commend Trinity for beginning the difficult discussion.
The church is being nourished. The gospel is being
spread. The hearts of the Lord’s saints are being knit
together in love. For all these reasons, and so much
more, we praise God for strengthening His church
within the South Central Classis.

rh

Rev. Travis Grassmid
Menno, SD

Report on the 33rd Annual Meeting
of South Central Classis
Sutton, Nebraska, March 2018

S

outh Central Classis (SCC) began its annual
meeting (the third Monday in March) at the
Hope Reformed Church in Sutton, NE, with a preclassis presentation by Dr. Robert Grossmann at 2:00
p.m. Dr. Grossmann presented a paper on the subject
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of Pastoral Care from the Pulpit. His beginning premise was that a great deal of pastoral care and guidance
are the basic content of faithful Bible teaching. He illustrated the point by showing a number of examples of
how the Scriptures are clearly authoritative and direc-

tional in their character. He affirmed that most of the
Bible’s content is ethical and has a bearing on how we as
believers should live. He also proposed that there is an
intimate connection between what we believe and how
we live. If we really believe something is right or true, we
will live our lives according to it.
He quoted one of his professors from Westminster
Theological Seminary that pretty well summarizes
what should characterize our preaching: “You have not
preached unless you have told me what you want me
to believe and what you want me to do; you have only
lectured.” His message was divided into three parts.
He contended that the best Scripture illustrations and
applications are those taken from the Bible, preferably
near the Scripture passage being taught. Toward the
end of his presentation he quoted from 1 Timothy 6:3
where it states that there is “doctrine that is unto godliness.” When rightly taught (and applied) and believed,
everything God has revealed calls for a response. This
is true from Genesis 1 which speaks of God creating all
things and making man in his image, to Revelation and
the way in which God assured his people in the Book
of Revelation, that He would care and provide for all of
His own.
The Classis proper began at 3:30 p.m when President
Travis Grassmid called the meeting to order. We held
elections, and each of the currently serving officers were
re-elected. Rev. Travis Grassmid was elected President,
Rev. Joe Vusich was elected Stated Clerk, Rev. Matthew Powell was elected Vice President, and Mr. Scott
Velgersdyk was elected Treasurer. After adopting the
proposed Order of Business, Schedule of Services and
Special Orders we spent the remainder of the afternoon
session hearing parochial reports and praying for the
pastors and their respective congregations.
After enjoying a delicious meal we reconvened for a
worship service at 6:45 pm. This service was conducted
by Rev. Jon Blair and Rev. Chris Moulton preached.
Rev. Moulton was being examined by SCC as the prospective church planting pastor in Denver, CO. He

spoke on Hebrews 11:1-4, focusing on verse 4, how
Abel’s faith continues to speak because it (and he) were
well regarded by God.
Following the service we began our examination
of Rev. Moulton. For the last nine years he has been
serving a congregation that belongs to the Reformed
Presbyterian Church General Assembly in Sheboygan,
WI. It was decided by the Candidates and Credentials
Committee that he would undergo an exam that would
briefly cover each of the areas normally covered in a
Licensure Exam. This continued until 9:30 p.m. when
Rev. Moulton and many of the delegates were fading
and tired.
After reconvening Tuesday morning we continued
the Business of Classis. We welcomed two new ministers, Rev. Jimmy John Hall who has taken up the work in
Limon, CO, and Rev. Harvey Opp who is now laboring in
Vermillion, SD. At 9:45 a.m. Rev. Opp gave a devotional
message on 1 Peter 3:13-17. He took us through the passage pointing out how trials and troubles should not to
surprise us. We should endure them and confidently trust
that through them God will care for and provide all we
need. In the midst of suffering, we are to affirm that our
hope and confidence rest on God and His grace.
After the morning break we continued and concluded
Rev. Moulton’s exam. The Classis resolved that he had
sustained the exam and welcomed him as a licentiate
of SCC. In later action, in response to the Permanent
and Standing Mission Committee Reports, the call
from Trinity Covenant Reformed Church in Colorado
Springs to be the church planting pastor in Denver, CO,
was put in his hand and he accepted and expressed his
desire to undertake this work.
While some of these things were still in process, we
heard the remainder of the parochial reports and considered other items on our agenda. We heard reports
from the President on the state of SCC, numerous
committee reports and considered numerous motions, a
variety of amendments and some extended discussions.
By the time we finished all this, the sun had set and it
was nearly 10:00 p.m. After a devotion led by Elder
Scott Ulmer, we affirmed the faith with the Apostles
Creed, prayed the Lord’s prayer, and parted after President Grassmid pronounced a benediction.
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Rev. Randall Klynsma
Omaha, NE
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Introducing
Christ’s Psalms, Our Psalms
B

elievers for centuries have loved the Psalms and
many spend time meditating on them. The Psalms
reflect any number of our emotions and struggles but
do we realize that each of them was given to also show
us our Saviour Jesus Christ? We probably think of
Christ in reading Psalms 2, 22, 23 or 110, but do we
see him also in Psalms 3, 12, 111, 150 and all the rest?
That’s the challenge that a group of Reformed pastors
(Canadian Reformed and Free Reformed (Australia))
took upon themselves in a new project called Christ’s
Psalms, Our Psalms (CPOP).

Study Resource
They are putting the finishing touches on two books,
the first of which is CPOP’s Study Resource. Using language every-day believers can understand, this volume
will provide readers with a thorough explanation of the
meaning of each of the 150 Psalms in their original setting while at the same time showing how they all point
to or reveal the Lord Jesus Christ. This latter aspect is
often missing in many commentaries on the Psalms and
is one of the main reasons Christ’s Psalms, Our Psalms
was initiated. Reformed believers know that all of Scripture points to Christ but how do we legitimately find
him in the psalms we all love to read and sing? Since
Christ himself urges us to search the Scriptures for
this purpose, even mentioning the Psalms specifically
( John 5:39; Luke 24:44), the contributing pastors were
convinced this needed to be explored and explained for
God’s people to understand.
Additional features rarely found in studies on the
Psalms include showing how each psalm connects to
other parts of the Old Testament as well as expounding on any quotes or allusions found in the New Testament. If a psalm is cited in the Three Forms of Unity,
the reader will be shown how and why that confession
summarizes the truth of that psalm passage. As well,
nearly a dozen prominent biblical themes (e.g. God’s
sovereignty, God’s grace, man’s depravity, the covenant
of grace, the antithesis etc.) are tracked through all 150
psalms. The interested reader can consult the index
and easily locate psalms where those themes occur.
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Target Audience
Who is the Study Resource designed for? It’s written for any individual Christian or Bible Study group
wishing to dig into the riches of the Psalms. Questions developed for each psalm will do much to benefit
group discussion. The contributors also kept a special
eye for Christian teachers (including home-schooling
parents) and preachers. One of the convenient features
of the Study Resource is that each explanation is broken down under 16 headings (e.g. Author & Purpose,
Placement in the Psalter, Poetic Elements, Main Message,
Christ Connection, Scriptural Themes, Application, etc.).
This allows for quick and easy access as the user can
simply “jump” to the section most relevant without
having to read through all the other parts.
For example, a high school English teacher could
consult Poetic Elements and use various psalms as
examples for the class of the Hebrew poetic style. An
elementary school teacher could focus on the Main
Message and the Christ Connection while preparing to
introduce a psalm for weekly memory work. Ministers
will appreciate those points along with the Application
and Suggestions for Use sections to help fill out their
sermon and liturgy preparations. Indices for subjects,
themes, Scripture and the confessions will allow anyone to find out quickly which psalms tie in with a topic
of interest to them.

Devotional
Christ’s Psalms, Our Psalms’ other book is a daily
Devotional to use in our homes. The contributing pastors have written short but meaningful meditations
(around 400 words in length), two for each psalm
(on average). One main thought from the Psalm that
speaks to the heart and also connects to our Saviour is
brought out to help singles, couples or families direct
their thoughts to and live their lives by the gospel. For
the times of the year when we mark Christ’s birth,
death, resurrection, ascension, and out-pouring of the
Holy Spirit, readers can turn to specific devotions (also
from the Psalms) which speak to those events. In addition, for special occasions like preparing for the Lord’s
Supper, praying for crops and labour, celebrating

Thanksgiving or the turn of the New Year, the reader
will find dedicated meditations as well. The book will
contain about a year’s supply of daily devotions.

Sign-up For Updates
Pastor Peter Holtvlüwer is heading up the project and
recently launched a new website to showcase this venture. Please check it out at www.peterholtvluwer.com
where many more details can be found. Even better, sign
up to receive sample devotions directly to your inbox as

we work toward publication (don’t worry – no flooding of inboxes! Only one or two posts per week!) All
proceeds from the eventual sale of these books will be
directed toward support of mission work in Brazil.
To give you an idea of what to expect in the Devotional, here is a sample from the pen of Rev. Richard
Aasman. Enjoy!
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Peter Holtvlüwer

A fitting life for those who
praise the Lord
Psalm 111:10 – The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom

Reading: Psalm 111:7-10
Our psalm praises the Lord God for two reasons. The first is praise for his great works. The second is praise for his precepts. These are God’s commandments, and they are described in verse 7 as
“trustworthy.” That means those who want to live closely to the Lord in a life of praise can rely on
these precepts to be their guide. Such precepts are essential to a living, covenantal relationship with
God. Our God has given us a great exodus from slavery to Satan and sin by means of his own Son’s
death and resurrection. He is an awesome God. We are thrilled to have precepts that show us how
to praise God in thought, word and deed.
It is tempting to jump straight to those commandments and start carrying them out, one by one.
But that’s not possible. No one can keep the commandments – at least not in their own strength.
That’s why the psalmist mentions in verse 9, “He provided redemption for his people; he ordained
his covenant forever.” God keeps his covenant faithfully, and in that covenant he has given us a Mediator, our Lord Jesus Christ. He redeemed us with his precious blood. He also sanctifies us as Paul
explains in Galatians 2:20: “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ
who lives in me.” Only because we have died with Christ to sin and rise with him to a new life does
change become possible in our lives. Only then can we begin to follow God’s precepts.
Verse 10 shows us how to do exactly that: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” True
wisdom is living a fitting life to the praise of God. That starts with “the fear of the Lord.” This means
a deep awe and love for God. Out of thankfulness for what God has given us in Jesus Christ, we turn
to his Word – to his precepts that outline how to love God and our neighbour.
This can truly change our lives. We may have struggles with bad habits or addictions to one thing
or another. But God works in us and gives us the guidelines on how to change. Surely, “his praise
endures forever!”
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ChurchNews
Update from Colorado Springs, CO
Trinity Covenant Reformed Church of Colorado Springs has been blessed
with several new members, baptisms, and confirmations in recent months.
Praise God along with us that He is building His Church!
We welcomed the Adams family who were received from a fellow NAPARC
congregation.

We received Andrew Fagrey
by transfer from another
RCUS church.

Also joining the congregation recently was the Hinrichsen family.
Their daughter Abigail was baptized.

We welcomed by public
profession of faith and adult
baptism Dominic Rubino.
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Update from Minot, ND

Confirmation and baptism
From left to right: Rev. J.P. Mosley, Jr., Braydan Hekkers (baptized), Alexander Commander (Confirmed), and Charles Schroeder (Confirmed).
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Lively debate on the floor of the recent Covenant East Classis meeting
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How’s a weekend of fun with your sisters in Christ sound?
This September 21 & 22, you’re invited to a weekend of faith, friendship, and fellowship at the Sheraton
Hotel in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the 2008 RCUS Ladies Retreat. Over the weekend, we’ll be discussing rebuilding close community within our denomination, how that impacts our evangelism, and
what that will look like in action. There will be speakers, games, food, singing, and more! Keep your
eyes open for more information headed your way.
I hope to see you there!

Bethany Opp
Member of
Trinity Reformed Church
- Sioux Falls, SD

Want to know more?
Visit rcusladies.org or email info@rcusladies.org.
And don’t forget to join the RCUS Ladies Facebook group to keep up with all the details and
join the online community!
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