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When our Reformed forefathers fought for doctrine and defended their
views with creeds, was that acceptable to God? How about those Christians
(like ourselves) who have done so in the 500 years since? It didn’t take long for
our Protestant ancestors to move from 95 Theses to 129 questions, 37 articles,
and 5 points (Heidelberg Catechism, Belgic Confession, Canons of Dort). During the same period, the Western Christian Church went from appearing to be
one visible organization (what we know today as the Roman Catholic Church)
to being fractured into multiple organizations of Protestant or Roman Catholic,
with several divisions within each of these main categories over time. Doesn’t
this fact just prove the old proverb that “doctrine divides”, so we should instead
focus on love and tolerance, for that alone can unite? While division can be
ugly, and it is not automatically holy to separate from people we disagree with,
part of the reason we know in the case of the Reformation that separation for
the sake of doctrine is acceptable to God is because of a real life episode with
Jesus and the disciples.
In John 6, Jesus had been revealing Himself as the Bread which came down
from heaven. Those who feed on Him will live forever, unlike those who ate the
other bread which came down from heaven (manna) and have now died. Well,
among the larger group of disciples which were interested in Jesus’ teachings
(the 12 Apostles are within that larger group), many of the disciples complained.
What was the problem? Jesus’ doctrine was “hard to understand” and “offended”
them (verses 60, 61). So, when Jesus called them to repent and believe His doctrine, many of the disciples “went back and walked with Him no more.” (verse 66)
Do you know someone who has responded like this to Jesus’ doctrine? Are
there things about the orthodox Christian faith that just rub them the wrong
way? Are they offended at the need to repent from a certain behavior, or to
accept a certain doctrine which isn’t popular to friends or family? So, they have
walked away. I cannot think of a sadder thing to be said about any church
member than that they were a disciple of Jesus, for a time, but the they went
away and walked with Jesus “no more.”
Jesus asked the twelve disciples if they wanted to continue with Him or
go away like some of the others were doing. “But Simon Peter answered Him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Also, we have
come to believe that You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God.” (John 6:6869, NKJV) Even though people around them were offended by Jesus, notice
what the true disciple does in response to Jesus’ doctrines. True disciples recognize true doctrine, and then they recognize the true source of that doctrine.
Peter repeated the true doctrine: that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the Living
God. This is the Christian faith, in summary.
Peter’s response was not only to recite the basic ‘catechism answer’ but to
acknowledge that this answer was not something Peter came to on his own
wisdom. That is how true disciples always differ from false disciples. For a
time, both the true and the fake disciples may appear to recite the same words
in worship. But the true disciples recognize that the doctrine comes from a
divine source. Jesus alone has the words of eternal life. That is why Peter did
not have trouble accepting the doctrine—for the source was divine, and God
is always trustworthy. But the false disciples will believe truth for a different
reason. Their source of authority is not divine, but from man or tradition or my
own wisdom and so it ‘makes sense’ is ‘easy, not hard,’ and is ‘comforting, never
offensive’ to the sinner.
When Peter, representing the Twelve Apostles, distinguished the true doctrine of the identity of Jesus of Nazareth, this affected the real life relationships they had with all those disciples who just had left Jesus. Those very
same ‘disciples’ who had traveled with Peter, who had eaten with him, who had
talked with him, who he may have had a long-term friendship or acquaintance
with, they had abandoned Jesus. They said His doctrines were not important
enough to reach the level of ‘words of eternal life.’
But for Peter, when he identified Jesus as the Christ, he was drawn closer
to Jesus, and at the same time farther away from anyone who did not have a
true relationship with Jesus. It is the same for you and me today. Do we recognize true doctrine when we see it/recite it? Does our commitment to that

doctrine shape our relationship with God and man so that
we are drawn closer to God, closer to other people who
also believe that same doctrine, and yet farther away from
those people who walk away from Jesus and His doctrine?
Please notice that there was a split in the Church 2,000
years ago. Why? Because Jesus offended people. Nothing has changed, either in Jesus’ day, in the days of the
Reformation, or in our current day. We all need to answer
Jesus’ question in John 6:67, “Do you also want to go

away?” May our answer be “NO, Lord. You alone have the
words of eternal life. We can distinguish Your doctrine,
and we believe it. We don’t want to go away from You, we
want to come closer to You.”

rh

Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

Dark Days and God’s Providence:
A Sermon on Ruth 1:1-7
Read Ruth: 1:1-7
Key Verse: Then [Naomi] arose with her daughters-in-law that she might
return from the country of Moab, for she had heard in the country of Moab that
the LORD had visited His people by giving them bread. (Ruth 1:6, NKJV)

O

ne of the most encouraging biblical teachings is
that of God’s sovereignty. The Bible teaches that
God has absolute authority in the universe and everything is just as He desires. For instance, the Bible says:
Now see that I, even I, am He, and there is no God
besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal;
nor is there any who can deliver from My hand. (Deuteronomy 32:39)
O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in
heaven, and do You not rule over all the kingdoms of the
nations, and in Your hand is there not power and might,
so that no one is able to withstand You? (2 Chronicles
20:6)
But our God is in heaven; He does whatever He pleases.
(Psalm 115:3)
Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass, When the
Lord has not commanded it? (Lamentations 3:37)
[God] does according to His will in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth. No one can
restrain His hand or say to Him, “What have You done?”
(Daniel 4:35)
Who has resisted His will? (Romans 9:19)

These verses, and others like them, show us that
God reigns over all. No one can oppose Him. His will
is always accomplished and no one ever calls him to
account. Closely bound up with the idea of God’s sovereignty is the idea of providence. The Heidelberg Catechism says that God’s providence is, “The almighty,
everywhere-present power of God, whereby, as it were
by His hand, He still upholds heaven and earth with
all creatures, and so governs them that herbs and grass,
rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and
drink, health and sickness, riches and poverty, indeed,
all things come not by chance, but by His fatherly
hand.” Think about that. Nothing happens by chance.
Rather, our Heavenly Father actively controls everything for the accomplishment of His good purposes.
Now, the concept of God’s providence is all well and
good when things are going well. When our lives are
running as we expect, when the bills are paid, when
relationships are good, it is easy for us to believe in
it. But when tragedy or difficulty strikes, our faith is
sorely tested. It is in those moments that we ask the
most human of questions, “Why?” Why, if God loves
me, did He allow this to happen? Why am I struggling
financially? Spiritually? Emotionally? Why did my
loved one die? Why is the one I care about ill? Why?
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I wish that I had an easy answer to that question,
but the truth is, “Why?” is a question that God often
leaves unanswered. Rather than giving us the answer,
He calls us to accept his goodness and providence
on faith. Here, at the beginning of the book of Ruth,
we meet Naomi, a woman who has experienced the
more difficult providences of God. As we look at these
opening verses, I want us to consider some spiritual
principles and, hopefully, be encouraged by them.

Principle 1: God’s providence
sometimes leads us through times of
difficulty.

at the border of Moab. Balak, the king of Moab, was
terrified by Israel’s military victories and must have
figured he was next so he summoned a seer by the
name of Balaam to curse Israel. God had other plans
though. He commanded Balaam to bless Israel and
he did. Three times! King Balak was beside himself.
Balaam really wanted the king’s money, though, so he
came up with a plan. Rather than cursing Israel, he
would draw them into sin so God would judge them.
Balaam sent the women of Moab into the Israelite
encampment and the men of Israel engaged in sexual
immorality with them. Worse, the women enticed
them to worship Baal, the false god of the Moabites.
The plot worked and many Israelite men died in
the ensuing judgment. You can read the account in
Numbers 22-25. Ironically, because of this event,
God judged Moab! The curse was that, “An Ammo-

The opening verses of Ruth show us that it was a
time of spiritual darkness in Israel. The writer tells
us that the story occurred, “in the days when the judges
ruled.” (verse 1) If you read the
book of Judges, you will see that it
describes a period of lawlessness,
spiritual decline, and judgment in
The word Bethlehem means,
Israel. It traces a series of cycles in
which the children of Israel expe“house of bread.” Again we see more
rienced peace and blessing from
irony! The house of bread has
God, then turned from serving
God, then were judged by God,
become a place of famine.
then cried out to God, and finally,
were delivered from their oppressors by a judge raised up by God.
And then the cycle would repeat.
One interesting phrase in the book of Judges is that,
nite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the
“In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did
LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his descenwhat was right in his own eyes.” ( Judges 21:25) This
dants shall enter the assembly of the LORD forever.”
phrase occurs four times in Judges and even ends
(Deuteronomy 23:3) To be permanently barred from
the book.
the presence of the Lord was to be removed from the
In this context, we read that a man named Elimelech
possibility of salvation itself.
and his family left their home in Bethlehem to “dwell
Now, back to Elimelech. He went to sojourn in Moab.
in the country of Moab.” (verse 1) The word, “dwell”
Worse, he, “remained there.” (verse 2) Notice the repetition in the first two verses. It is important. Elimelech
is translated in other places with the word “sojourn.”
went to sojourn in Moab, he went, and he remained
Sojourning is a temporary stay in a place in which one
there. The reader is drawn into the journey and the
is an alien resident. But they just didn’t go anywhere.
irony of it. Elimelech chose to abandon the people of
They went to the country of Moab.
God in order to dwell among the enemies of God. The
Moab and Israel had long had hostile relations with
whole event is reminiscent of the story of Lot in Genesis
one another. Moab was made up of the descendants
13. Lot was reluctant to leave Sodom, despite the fact
of Lot while Israel was made up of the descendants
that God was about to destroy it. He had to be forced
of his uncle, Abraham. While Lot dealt selfishly with
out of the city even as destruction began to rain down.
his uncle in choosing the best of the land (Genesis
In fact, his wife looked back in disobedient longing and
18), God nevertheless blessed Abraham. This set the
was swept away in the judgment. They preferred the
stage for a simmering hostility between the nations
love of the world to the love of God.
that would descend from them. In about 1400 B.C.,
Now we need to pause a moment to look at the
Israel was poised to take possession of the Promised
names
in the first two verses. First, Elimelech. His
Land. As they moved along the east bank of the Jorname means, “My God is king.” This is a bold statedan River they defeated two kingdoms and encamped
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ment in a time when there was no king in Israel. But
clearly God was not his king. If he had been, perhaps
Elimelech would have remained among the people
of God. But he didn’t. Next, notice his wife, Naomi.
Her name means, “pleasant, lovely.” This, too, is ironic,
because she is about to lose everything and is about to
be plunged into bitterness.
Not only was this a time of spiritual darkness in
Israel, it was also a time of physical want. Verse 1 tells
us that there was, “a famine in the land.” While famines
were common in the ancient world, the original reader
of the book would have been reminded that famines
were a judgment of God on faithless Israel. Before
they entered the Promised Land, Moses warned them
of judgment, if they turned away from God. He said:
“If you do not obey the voice of the LORD your God, to
observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes
which I command you today, [then] all these curses will
come upon you and overtake you…And your heavens
which are over your head shall be bronze, and the earth
which is under you shall be iron. The LORD will change
the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven
it shall come down on you until you are destroyed…You
shall carry much seed out to the field but gather little in,
for the locust shall consume it. You shall plant vineyards
and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the wine
nor gather the grapes; for the worms shall eat them. You
shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but
you shall not anoint yourself with the oil; for your olives
shall drop off.” (Deuteronomy 28:15, 23-24, 38-40)
Theologians call the curses of Deuteronomy 28
“covenantal curses.” That means that the disasters
described in the chapter were not just to be understood as disasters, but as God keeping his promises
to Israel. If they were faithful to God, they would be
blessed. If they were unfaithful, they would be cursed.
Both ways, God was faithful to his end of the covenant. The covenantal overtones of the verses are also
reinforced by the use of the word, “land” in verse 1.
The Hebrew word is definite. It was THE land, that
is the Promised Land. The people and the land were
alike under the judgment of God.

Elimelech and his family were not just in the land,
they were in Bethlehem, a fact that is mentioned once
in each verse as well. Again, the repetition is important. The word Bethlehem literally means, “house of
bread.” Again we see more irony! The house of bread
has become a place of famine.
With that in mind, we turn to the names of the
Elimelech’s sons, Mahlon and Chilion. (verse 2) Their
names mean, “weak” and “wasting away.” The author is
foreshadowing: things are going to get worse.
And they do. In verses 3 and 5 the family faces compounding tragedies for Naomi. First she is widowed
and then her two sons die. Women today have many
more advantages then the women of the ancient world.
Today a woman can get a good education and job and
be self-reliant. Not so for Naomi. These tragedies left
her destitute and obligated to care for two new daughters-in-law, who we will look at in a moment. Verse 5
tells us that Naomi is utterly alone.
As a pastor, it is always surprising to me how easily
disappointments drive people away from God. Like
Elimelech and his family, so many turn away from the
Lord and his people when the hard times come. How
do you respond to dark times when they come? Maybe
you have found yourself in a time of spiritual darkness
or physical want. Don’t flee. It is in those moments
that you will find God the closest to you.

Principle 2: God’s providence
sometimes leads us through times
of tragedy.
Providence can be a difficult thing. But it can also
include times of tragedy. In verses 3-5 we see that
after leaving Bethlehem, Naomi’s life was marred by
loss and disappointment. Verse three 3 simply tells
us that Elimelech died. We are not told how. The
rabbis in their commentaries on the book of Ruth
say it was because he forsook the Promised Land.
Whatever the cause may have been, Elimelech’s
death was an enormous loss to Naomi. Not only was
she bereaved of her husband, but she also lost her
only source of financial security. Compounding the

This is the darker side of providence. It is easy to trust God
when things go well but when the world falls down around us,
when tragedy strikes us, that is when we must cling to God
and his providence all the more.
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tragedy, her sons had followed their father’s move
away from the Lord by marrying Moabite women.
(verse 4) Remember, the people of Moab were
cursed. For them to marry Moabite women indicated
that they had all but forsaken God. What a grief to
Naomi’s heart this must have been!
The women’s names were Orpah and Ruth (verse 4),
which mean “stubborn” and “friend,” respectively. Again
we have more foreshadowing: Orpah would soon
abandon Naomi too. Coming back to verse 5 we see
the culmination of the tragedies in Naomi’s life. Her
husband and her sons were dead. She was in a foreign
land. She had no way to support herself and to make
matters worse, she was now responsible for the welfare of her daughters-in-law too. Things could not be
worse.
As we remember the truth that God is in control and
that He governs all things to accomplish His will, we
are faced with the difficult truth that Naomi’s tragedies
were ordained by God. Humanly speaking, this is the
darker side of providence and it calls for greater faith.
It is easy to trust God when things go well but when

Principle 3: God’s providence
always showcases his covenantal
faithfulness.

Are you in the midst of a hard providence right now?
God is in control and has a good purpose, even if you
cannot see it.

will surely visit you, and bring you out of this land to the
land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to
Jacob.” (Genesis 50:24)

Caricatures of John Calvin paint him as austere,
fatalistically holding a theology in which God moved
people through their lives like pieces on a chess board,
little caring how the events of their lives affected
them. Nothing could be further from the truth, however. Reading Calvin’s sermons and letters shows that
he was warm and pastoral. His theology (which he
derived from Augustine, who in turn got it from Paul)
shows God controlling all things for the good of his
people and the glory of his name.
The Apostle Paul believed that too, when he wrote,
“And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren.”
(Romans 8:28-29) Notice that verse 28, which is often
wrongly isolated from verse 29, shows this very thing.
God is faithfully using
everything for the salvation
of his saints. He is always
faithful to his covenant
promises and we see that in
God’s faithful goodness to his errant people
our passage.
For instance, notice that
was a call to them to show faithfulness, too.
as a covenant keeping God,
For Naomi this involved repentance.
he faithfully remembers
his people. Verse 6 tells us
that, “the LORD had visited
his people.” The first thing
to notice here is the name,
“LORD.” Notice in your Bible that “LORD” is in all
the world falls down around us, when tragedy strikes
capital letters. This means that it is an English translaus, that is when we must cling to God and his provition of the covenantal name of the Lord that he revealed
dence all the more.
to Moses at the burning bush. (Exodus 3) This is a very
The 18th century English poet William Cowper was
important name of God! When we read it, we should
a man plagued by depression. It was so bad that he
remember that God is a promise-keeping God.
tried to commit suicide on more than one occasion. As
What did the LORD do? Verse six says that He
God eventually delivered him from the malady, Cow“had visited his people.” In the Old Testament, “visit”
per (pronounced, “Cooper”) was buoyed by the teachis a covenantal buzzword. It often means to providening of God’s providence. In one of his most powerful
tially bless, based on a covenantal relationship. Here
hymns, God Moves in a Mysterious Way, he wrote,
are some examples of how it is used:
Judge not the Lord by feeble sense,
And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the
But trust Him for His grace;
LORD
did for Sarah as He had spoken. (Genesis 21:1)
Behind a frowning providence,
He hides a smiling face.
And Joseph said to his brethren, “I am dying; but God
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And the LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived
and bore three sons and two daughters. (1 Samuel. 2:21)
You visit the earth and water it, You greatly enrich it;
the river of God is full of water; You provide their grain,
for so You have prepared it. (Psalm 65:9)
What did this visitation look like in our passage?
Verse 6 says that the LORD had, “visited His people
by giving them bread.” Literally, God had given them
bread. He renewed his favor to his people by giving
bread to the house of bread.
God’s faithful goodness to his errant people was a
call to them to show faithfulness, too. For Naomi this
involved repentance. Verse 6 tells us that “she arose
with her daughters-in-law that she might return from the
country of Moab.” The words, “return” and “turn,” are the
words that are most often used in the Old Testament
for repentance, of turning from sins to God. It is used
in Deuteronomy 4, in which Moses told Israel, “When
you are in distress, and all these things come upon you in
the latter days, when you turn to the LORD your God
and obey His voice (for the LORD your God is a merciful
God), He will not forsake you nor destroy you, nor forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore to them.”
(verses 30-31) The promise of renewed blessing for
God’s people was contingent upon their repentance.
Repentance, however, is a process, not an event.
Verse 7 tells that Naomi, “went out… went on the way.”
Without being allegorical, we can nevertheless see
the spiritual significance of what is going on. Naomi’s
awareness that God had once again blessed his people
moved her both to begin the process of returning (she
“went out”) and to follow through on it (she “went on
the way). This is a reminder that for us repentance is
process, not an event. It is a way of life in which we
constantly turn from our sins and to the living God.

Application
After Joseph was sold into slavery by his brothers,
he had a number of years to reflect on the events
of his life. When he finally revealed himself to his
brothers he told them that though they had sold
him into slavery, it was God who had actually sent
him to Egypt. (Genesis 45:8). Something that his
brothers had intended for evil was in fact something
that God used to accomplish great good. (Genesis
50:20) Joseph’s example reminds us of how practical the doctrine of God’s providence is. Question 28
of the Heidelberg Catechism us three ways. First, it
causes us to be “patient in adversity.” Reflecting on
God’s providence gives us peace in difficult times.
Though things may seem chaotic and out of control, they are not. God is in control and we can rest
in Him. Second, it makes us “thankful in prosperity.” We are reminded by God’s providence that the
good times in life are gifts from him too. Finally,
providence causes us to look forward to the future
with confidence. It gives us perspective. “For what
is future [we] have good confidence in our faithful
God and Father, that no creature shall separate us
from His love, since all creatures are so in His hand,
that without His will they cannot so much as move.”
Those things that seem evil to us are actually the
agents of God to do us good. Think about it.
Lord, thank you that you are in control of all things.
Help me to believe that at all times, good and bad. Give
me peace through this glorious truth. Cause me to live a
life of repentance and show your covenant faithfulness to
me all my days. Amen.

rh

Dr. Kevin Carroll
Mitchell, SD

Nov-Dec 2017 | 7

Heidelberg Youth Camp
Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel unless we find it against
him concerning the law of his God.” (Daniel 6:5)

H

eidelberg Youth Camp (HYC) returned once
again to the scenic Black Hills of South Dakota
July 24 – 28, 2017. The week was one of reunion and
newness in many ways. Campers and volunteers again
returned to Camp Bob Marshall, but began working
with a new Campgrounds Director. Everyone was fed
– very well fed! – but this year by a new Chef and his
team of cooks. Old friends greeted one another while
others were absent and still others were new to HYC.
What a blessing to spend a week witnessing the Lord
preserving and strengthening His church through
HYC.
We welcomed many new friends to HYC this year.
As with any youth event, those that are able to attend
change each year as campers graduate and new campers come for the first time. We give thanks as the Lord
seems to be raising up new ‘junior’ campers to fill the
ranks of those that graduate. Not only is this an enjoyable time as we all make new friends, it is very encour-
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aging to the volunteers at HYC as we see the work put
into the Camp being needed for years to come!
This year we added to our Thursday outing, even
as the Lord practically removed our regular destinations. The long standing practice of venturing to Harney Peak or Sylvan Lake (with the option of a hike
into Sunday Gulch) was cancelled due to a rain storm
that brought a steady downpour that morning (the
only drowning we are aware of was poor Rev. Schwichtenberg who, despite his exhausting efforts to
speak loudly, was drowned out as the rain fell on the
metal roof of Junior Hall!). With the trails muddy
and the possibility of rain still looming, campers were
able to visit our new destination: Mt. Rushmore! A
bus full of campers and counselors visited the ‘great
faces’ while the rest remained at camp for some free
time and even a special film screening on the projector.
Despite the rain, campers took the change in stride
and many campers, crazy as they may be, seem to be

RCUS pastors have “Serious” Talent!

looking forward to another opportunity to hike the
highest point in South Dakota again next year!
Another exciting event for campers and counselors alike was the special arts and crafts project of tie
dying! Our camp shirts this year featured hands folded
in prayer, another beautiful design by our artist-inresidence Phoebe Dawn, on plain white t’s. Campers
were able to join their friends and, with the guidance
of HYC staff, to create fun designs that all turned out
great! As you can see from our camp picture, nearly
everyone participated in this artistic opportunity.

Our camp theme was Prayer. Campers and counselors were encouraged through lectures exploring the
Lord’s Prayer and its detailed lessons on prayer. The
six lessons and two sermons focused on the practical
applications of the prayer alongside the necessary parts
of Christian prayer. May our God use these lessons to
strengthen His church as it is reminded to call upon
our Heavenly Father. May this next generation of the
RCUS be those who, like Daniel, are known as people
of prayer.

rh

RCUS youth at the Talent show
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A Sermon on
The Image of God in Creation
Genesis 1:26-31
Introduction

F

or the next three weeks, we will be departing from
our normal preaching schedule to spend some
time talking about the creation of man in God’s image
and what that means exactly, and what implications it
has for the Christian life. This week we will talk about
the original creation of man in God’s image and what
that means. Next week, Lord willing, we will take up
the issue of the fall into sin, the nature of that fall, and
what the fall did to the image of God in man. Finally,
we will look at how that image is restored through
union with Jesus Christ.
Why does it matter? The question of the image of
God goes right to the question of who we are, what a
human being is. Our own catechism starts by asking
fundamental questions about my existence—what is
my only comfort? The Westminster catechisms both
likewise start in the same place—what is the chief end
of man? The Heidelberg and the Westminster start
with different angles on that question, but they both
recognize this fact, that I am going to start in my thinking with me. It’s unavoidable. Natural fallen man will
start with himself and define himself by himself and
by those around him. I remember as a teenager when
I was wrestling with that question—who or what am
I? I would try to act like characters in movies or books
that I admired. It was always a bad fit though and
never lasted very long.
Informed by Scripture, however, we still start with
ourselves, as both of these catechisms do, but immediately define humanity in terms of our relationship
with God. We are created. That is of tremendous
importance, for that means that I am a particular kind
of thing. Somebody made me what I am on purpose,
and that means that it is wise to discover what that
purpose is. If I have a machine that I find lying around
and I don’t know what it’s for, I may be able to just use
it as a doorstop or something to prop up my car when
I’m changing a tire. But the machine was obviously
designed for something, and the surest way to figure
out is to talk to the maker of the machine. I might
find a serial number and a manufacturer, and google it,
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and then I will discover what the thing actually is for,
and then be able to use it for full benefit. Otherwise,
I’m just making stuff up.
For me to live life as God intended, it is necessary
to be what God created me to be. That is why Genesis 1-3 are such foundational chapters, so vital to
understanding the very essence of our own existence.
A human being is a particular kind of thing, and no
amount of wishing, feeling, meditating, or force of will
can make me different than what I am. Happiness will
never come as a result of warring against my own existence, but by discovering what my nature and purpose
actually is.

I. God’s Desire for Self-Glorification
One thing revealed in our passage, and not something to be passed over lightly, is that the pinnacle
of God’s creation is made in the likeness or image of
God. And the creation of man is no afterthought, not
something tacked on to the end of the creation week.
Everything that is made is made for man’s purpose.
The earth itself is a suitable habitation for man. God,
being all-knowing, did not make the earth and the
animals and only afterward realize that He needed
something to be in dominion over them for them to
be complete. The stars in the sky are put there to be
for “signs and seasons.” They mark out the seasons of
the years and for guidance and direction, a purpose for
which they have been used throughout history. But
to whom were they signs and seasons? They were put
there for man.
So all of creation is made for man, and man is made
in the image and likeness of God. More on that in
a moment. But one vitally important fact is that it
demonstrates, right at the very beginning of the story,
God’s desire to be known, for self-glorification.
“Who made you? God.
What else did God make? All things.
Why did God make you and all things? For His
own glory.” (Children’s Catechism)

There is a profound truth there in that catechism so
many of us were taught as children, and teach to our
own. If all things were made to support and equip
man, and man was created to display God’s glory, then
all things ultimately serve that purpose.
The Heidelberg Catechism, in question 6, gives as
the first reason for our creation that we might rightly
know God. Indeed, this truth then tells us that all

everything else. I can have confidence, as a Christian,
as a disciple of Christ, that by faith, by submission
to the God of the Bible I will be led to a greater and
greater understanding of everything God has mademyself, other people, and the physical creation, and
how we all rightly relate to each other. I can be confident in that because God desires to be known, and is
revealing Himself through all creation.

II. Let Us Make Man
Man himself is the highest exemplar of that truth. He is made in the
The male / female design of humanity
image of God. The word “Image”
means most literally a carved repis a fundamental aspect of its nature,
resentation of something, one of
and the goodness and suitableness of
the words that is frequently used
to describe graven images used in
this design should always be embraced
pagan worship. It’s the word used
and appreciated. This is just one aspect
to describe the physical representations of tumors and rats that the
of God’s creational design that is under
Philistines made in the book of 1
attack today.
Samuel to take away the plague
with which God had struck them.
It is a physical representation of
something. “Likeness” just means
something that looks like something else. That word’s
of creation is ultimately for that purpose, and all cremost common appearance in the Old Testament is in
ated things will, in their own several ways, reveal truth
the book of Ezekiel, when Ezekiel is describing the
about God, as the Psalmist said, “The heavens declare
different visions that he sees. He says he sees the “likethe glory of God,” (Psalm 19:1) and as the Apostle Paul
ness” of living creatures, or of a man, or of wheels on
also confirmed, “For since the creation of the world His
a chariot. These two words, “image” and “likeness,”
invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by
are therefore synonyms. In ancient times different
the things that are made, even His eternal power and
meanings were attached to them to highlight different
Godhead, so that they are without excuse” (Romans 1:20
aspects of man’s creation, such as his body and soul, or
NKJV).
his “essence” and “accidents.” But most now agree that
That means that understanding the God of the unithe words are used interchangeably, and they are in
verse is more important than any other piece of truth.
fact interchanged in other parts of Genesis. Hebrew
God in His common grace to all mankind certainly
writing commonly uses two close synonyms like this,
permits a measure of knowledge of the world even to
to give additional clarity and vividness to a point being
those that do not know Him, sometimes a great deal
made.
of knowledge. But it is no accident that it is ChrisSo man is made to reflect God, to represent God, to
tian civilization that has produced the explosion of
display God’s glory in some way. In what particular
scientific knowledge in the last several centuries. The
way he does this has always been a matter of intense
great pioneers of the Scientific Revolution cited their
debate. A few even claimed that man’s physical nature
belief in the God of the Bible as the specific motivaresembled God’s physical body, though this position
tion to explore the secrets of the universe. And indeed,
was rejected as heretical in the ancient church.
the presuppositions that the universe is orderly and
More commonly, some particular aspects of man’s
capable of being understood by man are necessary
nature have been highlighted. Those ways in which
presuppositions for the scientific endeavor, and ones
man is different than the animals has always been one
the Christian faith provides.
popular view of how man was in God’s image—so
that man in his rationality, his ability for language, his
God reveals Himself in everything that He has
creativity, or his dominion over creation at different
made. That means that coming to a right understandtimes or by different people have been said to be the
ing with God will help and enable me to understand
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main element of the image. Certainly, to some degree
all of those are aspects of it.
Dominion in particular is cited here in close connection with man’s creation in God’s image. Man
as God’s royal representative, God’s “vice-gerent” on
earth, would fit well with the idea of man as God’s
image or likeness, since God is certainly a ruler. It
calls to mind the common practice of kings in ancient
times who would place statues of themselves throughout their kingdom in order to remind people of their
rule. Many elements of man’s unique nature, such as
language, creativity, or reason, might simply be subsumed under this category—they are gifts that God
gave man so that he is able to exercise dominion.

animals. Everything glorifies God, but man does so as
a willing, active servant. He is dedicated to this work.
We will discuss this more in a future sermon, but
the concept of the image of God is important, for
it helps us understand the calling to which we are
being saved. Nonetheless, the Bible is somewhat
vague about many of the details in the state of perfection. Only in eternity will we see fully. As John
says, “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has
not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that
when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is.” (1 John 3:2) Therefore we should
refrain from excessive speculation, and simply keep
to the path set before us.

God’s covenant promise from the
beginning of the world to the end is,
“I will be your God and you will be my
people.” Our understanding of being in
the image of God can therefore never
be that of an atom, a pure individual,
but must always be seen in connection
with community.

In other places, it is clear that the image of God has
an ethical dimension as well. Ephesians 4:24 says,
“and that you put on the new man which was created
according to God, in true righteousness and holiness.” So
in our salvation, the image of God is restored, and that
is seen primarily ethically, in the fact that we become
righteous and holy.
Righteousness means compliance with the law
of God. The Law of God dictates how we function as human beings. It regulates how we exercise
the dominion we are called to. In the Garden, simply by the fact that Adam did not eat of the Tree of
the Knowledge of Good and Evil man acknowledged
God’s sovereignty. He showed that man’s dominion
over creation was not unlimited or absolute. It was
limited and directed by God’s sovereignty. In a sinful world, that law must be expressed in more detailed
form. Also, holiness means separateness, specifically
being separated unto God for service. Man’s service
to God was different than the service of plants and
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III. The Communal
Image –
Male and Female

One aspect, however, of the
image of God, that is often sadly
overlooked and yet is clearly present in the text is that the image of
God is not of a mere individual. In
Genesis 1:27 we read, “So God created man in His own image; in the
image of God He created him; male
and female He created them.” The
creation of man as male and female
is immediately joined to the fact of
being made in the image of God.
It is not said that Adam is made in
the image of God and then Eve is
made to help him be that. They are jointly said to be
in that image. Even more than simply saying that both
man and woman separately are in the image of God,
the text tells us that man is made in the image of God,
and man is made “male and female.” And in verse 26,
it is “they” that are to have dominion over creation—
jointly exercising that image of God.
In Genesis 2, God makes Adam first as an individual.
But of everything God created, God says that it is not
good for Adam to be alone. The animals are brought
to Adam and named by him. In the process, Adam
determines the nature and purpose of each animal,
discerning in his unfallen wisdom that none of them
are a suitable partner for him. God makes woman,
taking her from man’s own nature, in order to be a
“helper comparable” to him. The male / female design
of humanity is a fundamental aspect of its nature, and
the goodness and suitableness of this design should
always be embraced and appreciated. This is just one
aspect of God’s creational design that is under attack
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today, but it represents a general rebellion against the
idea that things are what God created them to be, and
we find the greatest joy and freedom not in deciding for ourselves what something is (for that was the
essential nature of Adam and Eve’s sin) but in embracing God’s creational design for a thing.
But this truth extends beyond simply the issue of
maleness and femaleness. For God’s original statement is that it was not good for man to be alone. Man
is made in God’s image, and God is not alone. God
exists eternally as Three, enjoying perfect fellowship
and harmony with each other, one God in Three Persons. There is a signal of how significant the Trinity is,
in fact, right in our Genesis account. For as God makes
all the lesser things of creation, He simply decrees—
“Let there be light,” and there was light. Only on the
sixth day, only in the creation of man, the pinnacle of all
that God has made, does God consult. He says, “Let us
make man.” The Threeness of God is a central aspect
of God’s very highest and deepest being. So how could
man made in God’s image be simply one?
And indeed in the restoration of that image, something we will discuss more later, one of the most
profound dimensions of that restoration is our rela-

tionship with others. When the Apostles discuss our
response to our salvation that discussion commonly
begins with how we function as part of the church,
in the life of the body. This is true in passages such
as Romans 12, Ephesians 4, and 1 Peter 2, a passage
where Peter refers to the centrality of the church, calling us a “chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation.” Indeed, the covenant promise of God from
the beginning of the world to the end is, “I will be your
God and you will be my people.” Our understanding
of being in the image of God can therefore never be
that of an atom, a pure individual, but must always be
seen in connection with community.
God made them male and female, for it is not good
that man should be alone. In this sinful and fallen
world, many find themselves in situations where the
God-ordained order of marriage is not present, or not
functioning as it ought. And this does not mean that
a man or a woman is not therefore fully in the image
of God unless married. But it does mean that in the
pursuit of being conformed fully to that image we see
ourselves as part of a body, part of a community of
people. We are all part of many communities-- our
families, our neighborhoods, our towns, our workNov-Dec 2017 | 13

places, our various social clubs, our nations. But only
one of those communities is going to last forever. Only
one of those communities is the body of Christ, the
body of He who is the perfect image of God, the exact
representation of the Father. There will be no marriage in heaven, but there will be the church, dwelling
in perfect fellowship with God and with each other
forever, in a representation and analogy of the perfect
fellowship the Trinity has for all eternity.

Conclusion
We know of course that we are not now what we
were created to be. And the Scriptures actually do not
fully define for us what we were created to be. But it
points us in a direction. Next week we will take up
the issue of the fall, and how our current state came
to be. But it’s vitally important to know that your current state is not God’s ultimate intention. God has
you right where He wants you right now, but it is for
the purpose of taking you somewhere, and that somewhere is glorious!
If we were what we are supposed to be, how glorious would be our existence! Man was created to shine
the glory of God’s own nature, to be a fit picture to all
creation of what God is like. We would have enjoyed
all of this beautiful creation—the lofty mountains, the
deepest seas, the lush forests, the amazing animals that
God has made—even out to the stars and planets. We
would have always lived in perfect communion with
each other, appreciating each other’s gifts, working
together in harmony, enjoying each other’s company.
And we would have known God, not just through the
Word but face to face. We never would need to experience depression, sickness, weakness, fear, anxiety, insecurity, hatred, loneliness, or any of the other miseries
we associate with this life.
When we have that picture in mind, then we can
lament properly over what was lost, but also rejoice at
what is being restored. The hope that drives is indeed
a wonderful hope, and that hope is entirely found in
Jesus Christ. This is the age of the ear, when we hear
and believe the glorious promises of God, and believe
them despite the struggles of this life. Coming is the
age of the eye, when every blessing of God will be seen
and enjoyed, forever.

rh

Rev. Matthew Powell
Caspar, WY

(Originally written for a graduate level course in Anthropology at Puritan Reformed Theological Seminary, Dr.
Joel Beeke)
14 | Reformed Herald 73 / 6

Annotated Bibliography

1. Bavinck, Herman, Reformed Dogmatics, Vol 2: God
and Creation, (Grand Rapids: Baker Academic,
2004). An extensive discussion of human nature
and human destiny, focusing on the image, is found
on pp. 511-590. Bavinck is always well grounded in
Reformed orthodoxy and does a great job comparing
the orthodox view to other perspectives.
2. Calvin, John, The First Book of Moses, Called Genesis,
Vol. 1. (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing
Company, 1948). A classic, of course. Calvin does
not deal with many contemporary issues, obviously,
and does not have the same level of insight into the
Hebrew as others. Calvin also tends to be weak in
discussing form, genre, or literary structure. But
for theological insight and pastoral and experiential
application he is very hard to beat, even after four
and a half centuries. A great discussion of “image”
and “likeness” in particular.
3. Hughes, Philip E. The True Image:The Origin and
Destiny of Man in Christ, (Grand Rapids: Wm.
B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1989). I appreciate
Hughes’ strongly Christological focus, which taught
me to look to Christ primarily for the restoration of
that image and the model of what that looks like.
4. Kilner, John F., Dignity and Destiny: Humanity in the
Image of God, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 2015). Though Kilner is not
writing from a Reformed perspective, I especially
appreciate his warning about over-identifying the
image of God with particular characteristics of man
held at the present time, as this tends to marginalize
some at the expense of others, and degrades our
sense of the image in those that do not share those
characteristics to the same degree.
5. Ross, Allen P., Creation and Blessing: A Guide to
the Study and Exposition of Genesis (Grand Rapids:
Baker Academic, 1998). Not a true commentary,
but rather a great guide to the overall structure
of Genesis, Ross’s book gives us outlines, themes,
definitions, and analysis of various theological and
textual issues. Very helpful.
6. Wenham, Gordon J. Word Biblical Commentary:
Genesis 1-15 (Grand Rapids: Zondervan Publishing,
1987). Wenham’s commentary unfortunately
accepts the documentary hypothesis and a nonliteral reading of Genesis 1, but nonetheless has a
great deal of insight into the meaning of the Hebrew
and the literary structure of the passages.

The Story of
Omaha Reformed Church
O

maha Reformed Church is a work in progress.
St. John’s Reformed Church in Lincoln has been
a longtime advocate for planting a Reformed Church
in Omaha. It was while Pastor Lee Johnson was addressing the 2015 Synod, that I first thought maybe
I was being called to serve there. As he spoke about
their efforts and the families that were committed to
the work of planting a new church, I was emotionally
impacted and quickly wiped a tear from my eyes.
Pastor Johnson held Bible Studies in Omaha in the
Spring and Summer of 2015. In September, they
decided to begin Sunday afternoon worship services
to see what the Lord would do. With an initial commitment from four core families, worship services were
being held at 5:00 PM in the building of Lighthouse
Baptist Church in Bellevue, NE (a suburb just South
of Omaha). Dr. Maynard Koerner committed to
preach twice a month and the Nebraska RCUS pastors and others would fill in the other Sundays.
At that time, I was pastoring the Northland
Reformed Church in Kansas City, MO. With a nudge
from my Spiritual Council, I was becoming convinced
that perhaps the Lord was preparing me to come to
Omaha. When I contacted Pastor Johnson, he said,
“Nice, we just talked about you last night at our Consistory meeting.” When the first effort was made to
begin the work in Omaha, I had been contacted by
them as they had made a list of
potential candidates. He suggested that I meet the group and
preach a couple Sundays and see
what I thought then. He said they
had left one Sunday each month
open for prospective pastors, the
fourth Sunday. Well, that was the
only Sunday evening that I didn’t
have prison ministry, so I was free.
After preaching two months, a few
discussions, and a conference call, I
was asked to candidate at St. John’s
Reformed Church in Lincoln. The
following week the St. John’s congregation voted unanimously to
call me to become their church
planting pastor in Omaha.

I accepted the call and began the process of transitioning from Kansas City to Omaha. When all this
began, five of our six children were still living at home
by the time we moved in May, only our youngest, Maggie, moved with us (and in August she left for college, making Julie and I empty nesters). At any rate,
over the next few months, I would finish my duties
at Northland and begin my labors in Omaha. From
February through May I was spending partial weeks in
both places. Thankfully, one of the core families, Don
and Heather Boucher, let me stay with them when I
was in Omaha.
A fair amount of time was spent getting to know each
other as a congregation. In fact, one of the first studies
we went through was the curriculum I use for church
membership. As we reviewed the basics of Christianity and the Reformed Faith, our doctrines and practices, we made sure that we were all on the same page.
This should have the added benefit down the road of
knowing that when others go through membership
class and become members, that they will have agreed
with the same teachings and practices.
One of my first priorities was to create a web site
(www.omahareformed.org )and Facebook (www.facebook.com/Omaha-Reformed-Church-RCUS) presence so that those looking for a Reformed church in
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Omaha would be able to find us. We also created a
presence on SermonAudio.com/omahareformed
so that those looking would be able to sample the
Reformed expository preaching they would hear if
they would attend one of our services. Through each
of these “windows to the world,” we’ve tried to present ourselves realistically and without pretense. We
want everyone who comes to worship with us to have
reasonable expectations of what they will hear and see.
And how has all this worked out? Well, we have
retained our core group and been blessed by a number
of additional members. We’ve not grown by leaps and
bounds, but we are making connections and building
relationships. Whenever we have visitors we encourage them to fill out visitor cards and then the following
week I reach out to them to try to build relationships
with them. On the average week our attendance is
between 20 and 25. We’ve experienced a fairly steady
stream of visitors. Some of them have returned and
stayed, others have not.
Through a providential set of circumstances, we were
informed by members of an independent church that
they were going to be giving up their lease on the building they were using. We were put in contact with the
owners and they were glad to lease the building to us.
This building was located in Northwest Omaha (4905
N 96th Street). They informed us that they would be
trying to sell it, but that we would have use of it for the
term of the lease and have the Right of First Refusal
if they would accept an offer for the building. Our
lease began on May 1, 2017. Well, as things worked
out, Northwest Bible Fellowship accepted an offer
for $160K. This meant that we would have 7 days to
decide whether we wanted to purchase the building or
not, and then 30 or 60 days to line up the financing.
Well, the Consistory of St. John’s Reformed Church
discussed the matter and felt that leaving the building and moving to another temporary facility would
be a setback for the work as a whole. So we came to a
unanimous decision that we would pursue purchasing
the building. Thankfully, in addition to the diligent
giving of our core group, we had received substantial
gifts from outside sources. We ended up being able to
pay ½ the balance as a down payment. The remainder was loaned to us from South Central Classis and
the Synod building fund. So, in less than two years
since Omaha Reformed began meeting, we were able
to secure a building in which to worship.
The anchor of a church building has affected the way
we began looking at our neighborhood. We contemplated how might we best reach out to our neighbors
and decided that a direct approach would probably
be best. In July we began a Summer outreach called
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“HOT AUGUST MORNINGS.” We created a grid
from Google maps and began reaching out to the surrounding neighborhood. We didn’t get as far as we
hoped, but we did stop at over 400 homes in the area
around the church building. The sheet of paper we
distributed on the one side told about our congregation and invited them to worship with us. On the
other side we told them of a neighborhood event that
we had decided to sponsor called “HOT AUGUST
MORNINGS.” Basically, it was a practical way to
interact with and get to know those who live in the
proximity of the Church.
And what was the outcome of this event? Overall
we were quite pleased. We had rain on the first Saturday morning and moved our activities inside. On
the other weeks the weather was terrific. On some
weeks we had less foot traffic than others, but overall
we probably had somewhere between 150-200 people
stop by. Some came simply looking for garage sale bargains, while others came interested to learn about us as
a neighborhood church.
There were a few vendors that came to sell their
products, as well as several families that brought
garage-sale-type products to sell. Perhaps the biggest
response came from the garden produce and bread that
we offered on a donation basis. We gave away hundreds of tomatoes, peppers, cucumbers and zucchinis, and dozens of loaves of bread. All the donations
we received were designated for Westminster Biblical
Missions. We gathered over $250 for their work.
Most of those who stopped by were also given an
informational leaflet about the church. For those that
expressed interest in the church and had questions
about our beliefs, we gave out copies of “THE COMPLETE GOSPEL,” which is a copy of the Heidelberg
Catechism with an evangelistic introduction. We had
coloring books for the children and books on discipleship for those that were interested. From the many
conversations we had, we expected that some will eventually come for a visit. If nothing else, we have offered
a positive interaction that will perhaps open the door
to future witnessing opportunities. We ask that you
remember Omaha Reformed in your prayers. We can
plant the seed and water it… but only God can make
it grow. Pray to the Lord for this growth! [Update:
as of mid-November, Pastor Klynsma reports that a
few visitors have attended from the neighborhood as a
result of our outreach.]

rh

Rev. Randall Klynsma
Omaha, NE

Covenant East Classis – Special Meeting
T

he Covenant East Classis of the RCUS met in
Special Session on the evening of September
12th, 2017 at 7:00 PM CDST and 8:00 PM EDST.
The purpose of this Special Meeting of Classis was
to examine Licentiate Christopher Campbell of
Northland RCUS, Kansas City, for ordination. Unlike normal Classis meetings that require travel, time
away from homes and churches and the need for accommodation and meals, the delegates to this Special
Meeting travelled no further than their computers or
phones. This is the second time Covenant East Classis
has convened a Special Video Conference Meeting for
the purpose of examining a candidate for ordination.
The Special meeting was called to order at the stated
time by the President of Classis, Rev. Kyle Sorensen
who then prayed and led in devotions from 2 Timothy 2:1-7 focusing particularly on verse 7. In addition
Rev. Sorensen capably handled the computer controls
for this video-conference. His virtual ability to elec-

tronically mute a speaker’s microphone was handled
with great discretion and served only to eliminate background noise when needed.
The Clerk, Rev. Steven Carr, called the roll which
showed a Minister and Delegate Elder present from
each Church, totaling 10 Ministers and 10 Elders. Several non-delegate Elders from the churches were introduced as well as Licentiate Campbell and one visitor
from the Kansas City Church.
The Agenda, Services, Order of the Day and Examination Schedule were adopted and the Chairman of the
Candidates and Credentials Committee, Rev. Jay Fluck,
was called upon to conduct the examination which
lasted approximately 2 hours total, which included time
for questions from the virtual floor. Rev. Mark Larson
examined in Anthropology. Fluck examined in Hermeneutics, RCUS History and Practica. Rev. Ron Potter
examined in Constitution and Standards.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

What a Classis meeting looks like, videoconference style
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Home Missions Committee Conference:
Church Planting
and Biblical Counseling
T

he Synod Home Missions Committee invited Dr.
George Scipioni to speak at this year’s Committee Meeting Conference. Dr. Scipioni has been serving
the churches of the Orthodox Presbyterian Seminary
since he was ordained in 1974. He has served as a
church planter for two works and has been instructing
at seminaries the last 35 years. He has been a leader
in Nouthetic Counseling movement (with Jay Adams).
He is a fellow, board member and past president of
ACBC (Association of Certified Biblical Counselors).
Dr. Scipioni gave four lectures to the Home Mission pastors, committee members, and a number of
guests. The first was entitled: “The Challenge of
Biblical Counseling.” In this first lecture he laid out
his understanding of Biblical counseling as basically
the labor of Christian Discipleship. He likened it to
the task of evangelism, applying the truths of God’s
Word to the hearts and lives of believers. Pastors,
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as shepherds of the flock, are fully capable of giving
counsel and instruction to God’s people in their trials
and afflictions.
He says the principal issue when it comes to the
work and role of the pastor in Biblical Counseling is
the Sufficiency of the Bible. Do we believe the Bible
and the direction and guidance it provides or not?
He says the challenge facing pastors and Christian
cultures are the same as those facing believers and the
church: The World, the Flesh and the Devil. The
World is basically the influence of the world on the
hearts and minds of everyone. The basic mindset of
the world and far too many Christians is humanism.
The influence of the world is contrary to God. When
we think and act like the world acts, we should not be
surprised that life is hard and does not work. Scripture is clear, do not love the world or the things of the
world (1 John 2:15-17).

As if the influence of the world is not enough, the
remnants of sin in the hearts of Christians pose yet
another barrier to godliness and contentment. Most
believers would like a shortcut to spiritual growth and
maturity. They would like holiness in a pill. The teaching of Scripture is that growth, maturity, and holiness
come over time by diligent use of the means of grace.
We all are to fight the good fight. We are to be Christians who follow Romans 6,7, and 8. Being a Christian
and maintaining our confession takes time and effort,
persistence and self-discipline.
The third challenge to Biblical Counseling is the
church’s great foe, the Evil One. Every time a new church
is planted it is like a military unit establishing an outpost
in enemy territory. There is a spiritual dynamic that we
have to account for. If we think the enemy is weak or
absent, we will live carelessly and be at risk. We are to
hold fast to the Word, be fervent in faith, and prepare our
flocks for the unrelenting attacks of the Evil One. Those
who seem like friends might eventually show themselves
to be enemies of the flock. This is partly why in the
qualifications for office bearers the Apostle Paul says that
those who are new to the faith (or congregation) should
not be put in positions of authority.
The second lecture was, “The Pastor and Biblical
Counseling.” In this presentation he focused our attention on the Apostle Paul’s exhortation to the Ephesian
elders in Acts 20. He showed that Paul’s labors are
an example for us and our work. He taught publicly,
that is to say, he spoke and preached to audiences of
those who would hear. We could liken this to preaching and teaching in a church setting. He also taught
them in private, from house to house. He would go to
the people where they were, in their homes. We might
liken this to making pastoral calls or even the practice
of house visitation.
And what did he teach them? We’re told he would
share with them the whole council of God, with all
humility and tears, “repentance toward God and faith
toward our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 20:21) All this to
say that he would patiently apply and teach the truths
of God’s Word and His revealed will to each of God’s
people. This labor, which he maintained, was constant
and consistent for more than two years.
As his message continues, he warns them that they
must be vigilant in their care of Christ’s flock. Why?
Because after his departure ravenous wolves will arise,
not sparing the flock, will seek to gain followers after
themselves. These false elders and leaders come both
from within and without. The real question will be
whether we can genuinely believe the Word or not.
To the same degree that we believe it, we will take the

Bible seriously and do what it says.
The third lecture was “The Body and Biblical Counseling.” He reminded us as church planters that we
have the regular responsibilities of other pastors, and
more. Speaking generally, what we need to establish a
new congregation can be summarized as the four M’s.
We need: 1. A Meeting Place, 2. Members, 3. Money
(fund the continued work) and 4. Men to Lead. He
focused our attention on Ephesians 1-4. The motivation for our work begins with Paul’s reminder of the
completed work of Christ as the outworking of God’s
perfect plan of redemption. The result of this work is
Christ’s exaltation to the height of heaven. He is given
a name above every name and authority over all. This
is not just future hope but a present reality. We must
never forget that the Church is Christ’s and the gates
of hell will not prevail against it.
He administers His kingdom through the Word of
His grace. Men are dead in their sin and trespasses,
but God makes them alive. He gathers, defends, and
protects His own from every nation, tribe, and people. This church that he gathers is His, and He cares
for them through the officers whom he appoints (see
Ephesians 4:11-12): Apostles, prophets, evangelists,
pastors and teachers. Some of these were temporary
others were permanent and continue to the present
day. He emphasized that their work and ministry was
directed toward the entire church so that each part (of
the body) would each do their share: “for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry.” God’s people share in the office of every believer and thus share
in the three-fold office of Christ.
The challenge to every church planter (and regular pastor) is to utilize the gifts that God has given, both the
young and the old, the men and the women, everyone
doing their part. In other words, the challenge of Biblical
Counseling and the Body of Christ, is to encourage their
growth and maturity. We accomplish this by preaching,
teaching, and applying the Word of God to the hearts
and minds of God’s people. I found it interesting that Dr.
Scipioni said he refuses to counsel those who do not profess to believe in the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Those that
profess to believe can be held accountable and directly
addressed by the Scriptures: teaching, reproving, correcting, and training in righteousness.
The fourth and final lecture was “Preaching and Biblical Counseling.” He summarized the basic challenge
of preaching is to explain and apply particular passages
in the context of the Book where they’re found, in its
broader context of redemptive history, to the lives of
God’s people. When pastors faithfully teach the Word
of God, God’s people will be challenged to hear and
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heed the Word as it’s taught. Through the ministry
of the Word, they will hear Christ’s voice, and because
they know Him and His will, they will yield their wills
to His and do what He says. As we prepare our sermons, we should anticipate what our people will hear
and how our people will respond. As the Apostle Paul
did in Romans 6, we might address any excuses they
might make, and encourage submission to the counsel
of God’s Word.
True preaching addresses the heart. He mentioned
the comparison between preaching and counseling. He
said COUNSELING is personalized pointed private
preaching, while PREACHING is public counseling, discipleship, and evangelizing. Proper preaching
should lead to repentance. In effect preaching should
communicate the purpose and meaning intended by
the Holy Spirit to God’s people. As you and the flock
learn together to submit to the Lord’s revealed will,
you should communicate the truth in love. As you
counsel and teach, you and the congregation’s hearts
will be bound together in mutual love and devotion to
the Lord.

Our meeting concluded Wednesday morning with
each of the missionaries sharing how things were going
in their respective fields. These were followed by times
of prayer by the committee members.
We enjoyed helpful encouragement, sweet fellowship, and delicious food. The ladies from Omaha provided supper on Monday evening and as our co-hosts,
St. John’s Reformed Church in Lincoln provided hospitality, cookies and bars for snacks, and the noon meal
on Tuesday from Chick-Fil-A. After our sessions on
Monday and Tuesday evenings we enjoyed fellowship
by watching two newly released videos: CALVINIST,
a documentary on the rise and resurgence of Calvinism
in recent years, and LUTHER: the Life and Legacy of
the German Reformer. The CALVINIST video was
especially enjoyed and, if I may say so, highly recommended. By mid-afternoon on Wednesday most of the
delegates were either on their way home or dropped
off at the airport for their return flights.
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On motion, when the examination process was completed, the exam was arrested and the Classis moved into
a virtual Executive Session to discuss the examination
and to hear oral testimonies from Northland RCUS
Elders, Marc Wiersma, Jay Liesveld and Lee Blank. Rev.
Fluck reported on a written sermon submitted by the
candidate to the Candidates and Credentials Committee for review. Classis voted to declare Licentiate Campbell’s examination as satisfactory. Upon arising from
Executive Session Licentiate Campbell was advised of
the Classis action and given the virtual right hand of fellowship (with the promise of a more complete greeting
when we next meet face-to-face). Rev. Carr led in prayer
for Licentiate Campbell. Licentiate Campbell expressed
his thanks to the Classis.
At the Spring 2017 Classis Meeting, where Student
Christopher Campbell was examined for Licensure, the
Classis approved his call from Northland RCUS to be
their Pastor and his acceptance of that call, subject to
his satisfactory completion of ordination exams. Thus
Classis at this Special Meeting proceeded directly to
establish an Ordination and Installation committee
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consisting of Rev. Steven Carr, Rev. Tim Marinelli and
the Elders of Northland RCUS. The date was set for
the evening of Sunday October 1st, 2017. Members of
Classis were encouraged to attend.
The Classis adjourned at 10:17 PM CDST and 11:17
PM EDST. The closing roll call showed 10 Ministers
and 10 Elders present. Elder Marc Wiersma of Northland RCUS led in closing devotions from Ephesians
4:1-6 and in prayer. This was followed by the President
pronouncing the Benediction. Given past experience the
recital of the Lord’s Prayer and the singing of the Doxology by the Classis in a video conference proved to be
less than a stellar performance (due to a slight electronic
time lapse) thereby causing one Minister to comment
that “the angels were not pleased!” These normal agenda
items were thus eliminated from the agenda of this Special Meeting.
rh
Respectfully Submitted,
Rev. Ron Potter
Waymart, PA

A Taste of Olevianus –
The Work of The Holy Spirit
M

ost of us in the RCUS have learned that the authors of our precious Heidelberg Catechism were
Zacharias Ursinus and Caspar Olevianus. We have
seen or have easy access to Ursinus’ commentary on
the Heidelberg Catechism, but who was this Caspar
Olevianus? Olevianus was born in 1532 in Treves, a
city on the border between Germany and France. He
was a good student who studied law in several universities. He was also a friend of one of the sons of Count
Frederick of the Palatinate, who later became its ruler
as Frederick III, and who as ruler of the Palatinate ordered the writing of the Heidelberg Catechism. When
Frederick’s son drowned in a boating accident, Olevianus tried to save him but could not. Later after Olevianus had been imprisoned in Treves for preaching the
Reformed Gospel, Frederick helped to bail him out of
jail and hired him to be the preacher at the great Holy
Spirit Church in Heidelberg. Having two bright and
very Reformed young men in his employ (he already
had Ursinus as a professor at the seminary), Frederick
chose them to write his catechism for teaching the biblical faith to his subjects.
The challenge for us today, as far as Olevianus is concerned, is that so few of his writings are available to us in
English. The undersigned recently found in his library a
book published in Germany in 1856 that includes about
two hundred pages of Olevianus’ writings, and I have
undertaken to translate a brief section of Olevianus’ treatise on the Holy Spirit to give our readers a taste of the
writings of this man, one of the fathers of our Reformed
Christian faith. In this section Olevianus is explaining
in more detail the doctrine of the Holy Spirit as a commentary on the third part of the Apostles Creed. We
will remember that Heidelberg Catechism answer #24
recognizes that the three parts of the Creed are: 1) Of
God the Father and our creation, 2) Of God the Son and
our redemption, and 3) Of God the Holy Spirit and our
sanctification. Olevianus’ writing then follows.

“What is the content of the third part
(Of the Apostles Creed)?
In the First part there was taught about God the
Father and the creation, and how He out of much love

has taken us as children, has created all things and still
upholds them; in the Second, how the Son was sent into
this world by the Father, became a man, performed what
was necessary for our salvation, from now on appears in
heaven on our behalf until He shall come to judge. Furthermore in order that the love of God the Father and
the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ might be implanted
in our hearts, the Father through the Son gave us the
Holy Spirit, who makes us partakers of the mercy of the
Father and the grace of Jesus Christ. This precious work
of the Trinity is brought into one place by the apostle
where he says, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost be with
you all, Amen.” (2 Corinthians 13:14)

What do you believe concerning the
Holy Ghost? (HC #53)
That He is co-eternal God with the Father and the
Son, who not only upholds all things, but also enlightens
the elect, rules them and makes them alive unto eternal
life. Secondly, I believe that He is also given unto me,
by true faith makes me a partaker of Christ and all His
benefits, comforts me, and shall abide with me forever.”
Explain to me somewhat better the office of the Holy
Spirit, and the fruits we have from Him. The office of
the Holy Spirit and the benefits we receive from Him
are briefly understood in the Titles, or names that the
Holy Scriptures attribute to Him.
First, the third Person of the Godhead is called the
“Holy Spirit” by Scripture because He makes us alive
and sanctifies us.
Second, He is named the “Spirit of Adoption”
(Romans 8:15,17). “You have not received the spirit of
a servant, that you should always be afraid, but you have
received the spirit of being children, through which we
cry out, “Abba, dear Father.” If then we are children we
are also heirs, in particular heirs of God and joint-heirs
with Christ.” Likewise Galatians 4:6-7: “Therefore,
because we are children, God has sent the Spirit of His
Son into our hearts, Who cries, “Abba, beloved Father!”
Therefore there is no more servant here, but precious
children. And if they are children, they are also heirs of
God through Christ.”
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Finally, He is often by Christ called the Comforter
( John 14:26, 15:26; 16:7), because He gives comfort
and strength to believers with all available counsel, so
that in all trials believers might have peace and joy in
their hearts.
In summary, the Holy Spirit is the only bond through
which Christ dwells in us and we in Him, and as the
branches receive strength and life from their being
engrafted into the vine, in the same way we are engrafted
into Christ through the Holy Spirit so that we have true
fellowship with Him and receive eternal life from Him.”
Following this brief and concise treatise on the work of the Holy
Spirit, Olevianus goes on to consider several fundamental questions about the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian, such as
“How do we receive the Holy Spirit?” We will list these questions
below with a few brief quotes from Olevianus’ excellent answers,
both for a continued exposure of this Reformed Church Father,
but also for the edification of the readers of the Reformed Herald.
Again, what follows is from Caspar Olevianus.
“1. So, it is highly necessary that we have the Holy
Spirit?

Third, He is also called a “seal and pledge,” of our inheritance blessings, because He establishes sonship and all the
promises (of God) in our hearts. Because He assures us
as a seal of our blessing from the heavenly Father through
His Son Christ, particularly of eternal joy. That’s why He
is also called the first fruits of the Spirit because the comfort and peace we have in our hearts in this life are just
like the first fruit of the complete blessing that we will
inherit after this life. (Romans 8:23)
Fourth, He is also called a “water,” because He brings
to our souls the same benefit that (physical) water provides for the body. In John 4:13-14, Jesus says to the
Samaritan woman “Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again: But whosoever drinketh of the water that
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the water that I shall
give him shall be in him a well of water springing up into
everlasting life.” Likewise in John 7:38 Jesus calls out
“He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of
his belly shall flow rivers of living water.” This He speaks
of the Holy Spirit which the Evangelist says that His
believers shall receive.
Fifth, the Spirit is also called a “fire” because He kindles a true love of God in our hearts, and burns out and
purifies that which is contrary to the Kingdom of God.
Sixth, the Holy Spirit is called an anointing or unction because He is shared with us by our Head and King
Jesus Christ, with Him to hallow, to be ruled by and
submit to God the Almighty.
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Yes. Because there is no other means through which
we can become partakers of Christ and all His benefits
than the Holy Spirit who engrafts us into Christ.
2. How then can we receive the Holy Spirit and
hold on to Him since He is so necessary to us?

The Holy Spirit is poured out upon us from heaven
today just as He was in the days of the apostles: by the
preaching of the Holy Gospel as often as hearts are converted to faith and repentance....”
3. How can we know that we have the Holy Spirit?

From His works. These are faithful prayer, childlike trust and sighs before our heavenly Father. Second
is a hate for sin and a love for righteousness, that is, a
fight against sin, which is a certain sign that a person
has the Holy Spirit. Third are works of the Holy Spirit,
a confession of Christ and His truth, by which Christ
is praised: thankfulness and hope in the help of God.
These are sure signs that the Spirit of God lives in one’s
heart. Fourth, the conviction that one is a child of God
(a knowledge that the Holy Spirit works in the hearts of
true believers).
4. Summarize now what is your faith and trust
when you confess, “I believe in the Holy Spirit.

I believe that the Holy Spirit is true and eternal God,
one substance with the Father and the Son, the third
Person in the only Trinity, distinct from the Father and
the Son, as He is poured out by them both.
And since the Holy Spirit is true God, I put my heart’s
trust in Him even as upon the Father and the Son. Whom

I so trust that everything which He has promised in the
Holy Scripture, which was given through Him, He will
work out in me by His works and truth because He has
been sent by the Father and the Son. (this fourth section
I have translated here entirely, REG).

CONCLUSION:
It seems clear to me from these words of Caspar Olevianus that while Ursinus perhaps did the major part of
the writing the Heidelberg Catechism, Olevianus was not
a silent partner but truly can be credited with being one

of its authors. He was an excellent theologian and indeed
had taught Theology at Heidelberg University for a year
before becoming the preaching pastor of the Holy Spirit
Church in Heidelberg. As we today study and understand the Heidelberg Catechism, we need to be thankful
to God not only for it, but for the godly men who were
used to prepare it, and for their hearty adherence to the
Reformation principle of Sola Scriptura.
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Dr. Robert Grossmann
Menno, South Dakota

ChurchNews
New Pastor Installed
Rev. Harvey Opp was installed as
pastor of Providence Reformed Church,
Vermillion, SD, on October 22, 2017.
The installation committee included
Dr. Robert Grossmann and Dr. Maynard
Koerner, along with the elders of
Providence RCUS, Jim Rydell and
Greg Van Holland.

New Pastor Ordained and Installed
Rev. Christopher Campbell was ordained into the
office of gospel minister and installed as pastor of
Northland Reformed Church, Kansas City, MO, on
October 1, 2017. The charge to the congregation
was preached by Rev. Tim Marinelli and the charge
to the new minister was preached by Dr. L. Anthony
Curto (Campbell’s former professor, from Greenville
Presbyterian Theological Seminary). Pictured along
with Dr. Curto and Rev. Christopher Campbell is the
installation committee representing Covenant East
Classis: Rev. Steve Carr, Rev. Tim Marinelli, and the
elders of Northland RCUS, Marc Wiersma, Lee Blank,
Mark Fisher, and Jay Liesveld.
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ChurchNews
New Members at Covenant Reformed Church, Chico, CA
We have exciting congregational news! Our congregation is greatly encouraged and delighted to announce that
on June 4, 2017, CRC officially received Mr. Jose Favela and his wife, Jeannie, into communicant membership
by Public Profession of Faith after their completion of membership class. Following this reception, Jose and
Jeannie presented their five children, Jose Russell ( J.R.), Jeremiah David, Clara Bella, Cora Marina, and Chloe
Jean, to receive the mark of the covenant through the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. Afterward, the congregation
celebrated the Sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper; and
following the Doxology,
the congregation publicly
welcomed the Favela family
into our family by the
right hand of fellowship.
To further celebrate, our
covenant families joined
together for a fellowship
meal. The Favela family had
previously attended the local
Calvary Chapel.
Please pray with us that
the Lord will continue to
add to our congregation
and strengthen us in faith.
“Praising God, and having
favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved.”
(Acts 2:47, KJV)
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