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Some of us are
pretty close to the
finish line of life.
Others are at the
starting line. But
we all learn from
God’s Word that
the focus of our
earthly journey as
a disciple of Jesus
is the same. “Fight
the Good Fight of
Faith.” The famous
farewell
words
from the Apostle
Paul show us this.
He had been an
apostle for over 30 years, preaching the gospel of the Lord Jesus. Now, in jail
as he writes to Timothy one more time, Paul is ready even to die for believing
and teaching others that message. He says, “I have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)
Notice the verb tenses in verse 7. These are activities Paul had been doing
continuously. They started years ago, and he continued to fight, to run, to keep
the faith. And these actions are continuing up to the present moment—Paul
wasn’t giving up or retiring from the good fight of faith. Neither should we.
Neither CAN we retire from the Christian fight of faith. Rather, the Christian is
committed to the good fight of faith.
“Yet,” we ask in moments of frustration and fear, “Why is it faith has to be
fought for? Shouldn’t it be obvious or easy enough?” The faith has to be fought
for since there are imposter faiths in this world, enemy faiths that do spiritual
battle with the true faith. Faith has to be fought for because it is a gift of God to
sinners who still sin against the gift God gave us! So we cry out, “Lord I believe,
help my unbelief!”
While Paul’s farewell might seem discouraging when he reminds us how
HARD it is to be a Christian, and anybody who reads the biography of Paul in
Acts or his epistles to the churches will notice how much suffering Paul experienced for his faith, there is hope. There is hope in the command to fight. For
the hopes that we will keep the faith we once professed when we were a child
are lifted high with one word. Paul says this isn’t a fight of faith. It is the GOOD
fight of faith.
Now, whenever God tells us in His Word that something is GOOD, who are
we to argue? At the creation, at the close of each day God said it was GOOD,
and after the whole creative work was finished, God declared this value judgment: it is very good. Centuries later we read God’s apostle telling us to keep on
with our Christian journey and fight because it is a GOOD fight that we are in.
We can take great comfort in this word. We live in a world that tells us as
long as people have a faith, that is good. But we know that’s a lie. What is
GOOD is when people have THE faith in Jesus, Who is THE Way, THE Truth,
and THE Life. Nobody goes to the Father except through Him. So we fight for
the exclusive nature of the gospel message, even though it isn’t popular. Yet
because it is a good fight, we don’t give up or give in. We are on God’s side.
That is enough. That is more than enough.
Of course Christians are easily pulled into fighting all sorts of battles for trivial things. We can fight with other Christians, or with those of different political
or cultural perspectives, we can try to force others to accept our particular version of holiness and happiness. Those aren’t GOOD fights. Paul warned Timothy to avoid those sorts of useless disputes. But we are to look for the good
things to fight for, the eternal truths, and fight tenaciously for them. This is our
calling as disciples of Christ. When we fight the GOOD fight, we will one day,
like Paul and Timothy, hear the words from the Father, “Well done, my GOOD
and faithful servant.”

Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

Keeping our Youth
[Editor: Though this article was written nearly 40 years
ago, it is as relevant as if it were written yesterday. The
problems addressed are in EVERY generation, and
our duties are plain. May God bless us all with courage to fight the good fight of faith for every generation,
in every generation. This article originally appeared in
Reformed Herald, April 1978: 84-85. For the modern
reader, please substitute “RCUS” for “Eureka Classis”.]

O

ne of the chronic problems in our Eureka Classis (RCUS) is that we lose so many young people to other churches, as they grow to maturity and
marry and move away. This problem, as I see it, has
two aspects: first, the fact that they are lost to us; and
second, the more disturbing fact that they are gained
by churches whose doctrines and practices are so unReformed. In this article I want to suggest an approach
to each of these parts of the problem.
First, then, why do we find ourselves transferring so
many of our youth out of the church? Two reasons:
marriage to partners of another denomination, and
change of residence. That is, you marry a Lutheran or
a Baptist, and so you join his/her church. You graduate and find a job in another town, and join the local
X-brand church there. It seems that most of us accept
these things as entirely normal and acceptable. I don’t.
You ought to remain in the Reformed church. And you
ought not enter into a marriage that will force you out
of the Reformed church. And if you marry a Lutheran
or a Baptist, bring your spouse into the Reformed
church too. Furthermore, you ought to avoid at all
costs moving to a place where you will not be able to
attend a Reformed church. Am I actually saying that
your church membership is more important than your
salary or your career? Yes, I am. I’m afraid that most of
us, young and old, have our priorities all topsy-turvy,
putting the church last on the list. We take care of all
our other affairs - marriage, employment, etc. - and
then fit the church and Christ’s kingdom in as best we
can. And I’m afraid that’s why we find ourselves transferring so many of our youth out of our churches.
But then there is the second problem. There are
those situations in which you will have to move away,
even with your priorities straight. Most of our Classis

churches are in small, rural communities where it is
virtually impossible to provide employment for all the
rising generation. So you move to another community,
and there is no Eureka Classis church nearby. What do
you do then?
1) There is a list of denominations which hold to
essentially the same theology and practice as we do. You
can get such a “list” from your own pastor [Today, this
list is the member denominations of NAPARC-Editor]. If the community has one of these churches, join it.
But the number of such churches, all added together, is
pitifully small. That it is so small is our fault, but that is
the fact right now. So now what do you do?
2) Start a Reformed church! Who, me? Yes, you. But
I’m not a minister. True, but according to the Bible you
are a prophet and a missionary. I don’t believe in the
omnipotence of the preacher; I believe in the omnipotence of God and the Gospel. If you learned the Heidelberg Catechism and have listened to the teaching of
your minister, you are a better theologian than ninety
percent of the preachers in America today. If we had
new Reformed churches in even one-tenth of the places
where our own people have moved, think of the blessing it would be! Impossible, you say. Then consider this
fact of history: In the years ca. 1550-1563, over 1,000
congregations of Reformed Christians sprang up in
France - spontaneously. This fantastic home-missions
effort was not accomplished by ministers; quite to the
contrary, ministers had to be imported from the city
of Geneva to meet the needs. No ministers, no church
buildings, no catechism (until 1559), no legal right to
do what they were doing - the Reformed faith was outlawed in France at the time. Yet, 1,000 congregations!
If in France, why not in America?
3) In the last event - the event that there is no
Reformed church already there, and you can’t start
one - join the church that most nearly preaches the
Scriptural Gospel. To do this, you will have to do
some research and some questioning. You will have to
sit down with this or that minister and grill him. And
in my opinion, the two basic questions are these: Does
he (and the church) believe in the Bible as inerrant and
authoritative? Does he believe and preach that salvation is by sovereign grace, apart from all human works?
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

May-Jun 2017 | 3

The Christian Duty to
Judge all Things
“ 1 Judge not, that ye be not judged. 2 For with what judgment ye judge,
ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete,
it shall be measured to you again.”
(Matthew 7:1–2, KJV)

O

ur text is one of the best known and most misinterpreted Scriptures in the New Testament.
How many times have you questioned someone concerning their teaching or mentioned that a person was
doing something contrary to Scripture only to hear
the words, “Judge not lest you be judged”? And on the
other hand, how often have you heard someone condemn another person because they didn’t measure up
to their own personal standards? How often have you
heard someone say, “Well, so and so must not be a real
Christian because they don’t do such and such like we
do”? You see, in the first case the Scriptures are taken
completely out of context because the Bible doesn’t
say that all judging is wrong. And the second case is
also wrong because our standard of living is Scripture,
not another man’s personal opinion.
Our text is a passage that teaches us how to make
right judgments in regard to others. And this text
confronts all of us with the way in which we think
and speak about our neighbor. Do we judge according
to Scripture or have we set up our own little system
of rules and regulations by which we sit in judgment
upon others? Are we those who are quick to condemn
or are we gracious in our judgment toward others?
Jesus’ teaching in our text is given in contrast to the
view of the Scribes and the Pharisees who were so
self-righteous that they became totally condemning
and judgmental of everyone else. But that’s how it is
when a person invents a system of morality --- they
become the judge and they determine according to
their own man-made rules if everyone is living up to
their standard. And this is what Jesus is condemning
in our text: hypocritical, self-righteous, condemning
judgment of others.
Now, the first thing we need to understand is that
Jesus is not prohibiting all judgment when he says,
“Judge not lest you be judged.” Rather, He is saying that
true judgment only happens when one judges accord4 | Reformed Herald 73 / 3

ing to the Scriptures. Jesus said in John 7:24, “Do
not judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment.” (NKJV) That righteous judgment is
a judging according to the word of God. However,
we live in a day when the church is characterized by
compromise and tolerance. It doesn’t want to judge
anyone but wants to embrace everyone no matter what
they believe or how they live. Many in the church dislike men of strong conviction who know what they
believe and why they believe it because they say that
only causes disturbances. There have been times in
the history of the Church when men were praised
because they stood for Biblical principles at all cost --the Protestant Reformation is an excellent example --but that’s not often true today. For the most part such
men today are regarded as being self-assertive and too
opinionated. The man who is now praised is the one
who is described as being a “middle of the road” man
--- a pleasant man who doesn’t make waves because of
his convictions.
And at a time like this it’s important that we interpret correctly our text concerning judging because
there are many who say that the words “judge not”
must be understood as meaning that the Christian
is one who must never express a judgment about the
actions or teachings of others. They say we must be
tolerant and allow almost anything for the sake of
peace and unity. But we only have peace and unity
under the truth of God’s word --- when we speak the
same things and walk as people of one mind (1 Corinthians 1:10).
So the question is, what does Jesus mean by the
words, “Judge not lest you be judged”? Does Jesus mean
that we are never to judge the actions or teachings
of another? Is he saying that all judgment is to be
avoided and we are to tolerate whatever another person says and does? Well, according to the context of
Jesus’ words and the teaching of the rest of Scripture,

it is impossible that Jesus means we are to avoid all
should just love everybody.” No, when your brother
judgment. Matthew 7:6 says, “Do not give what is holy
sins against you and you tolerate it, you are hating, not
to the dogs; nor cast your pearls before swine, lest they
loving, your brother. It is love that confronts even as
trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you
the Lord chastens those whom He loves (Hebrews
in pieces.” How can we be obedient to Jesus’ words
12). On the contrary, it’s hatred that ignores sin and
unless we exercise judgment? How will we ever know
allows a sinning brother to continue walking on the
who are the dogs and who are the swine that Jesus is
broad road that leads to destruction. Biblical, faithful,
speaking of unless we make judgments? Clearly, Jesus
loving discipline is one of the marks of Christ’s true
calls upon His disciples to exercise judgment and dischurch (Belgic Confession, Article 29).
crimination between what people
say and the things they do. Matthew 7:15 reads, “Beware of false
prophets, who come to you in sheep’s
People say, “Oh, I don’t want to say
clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.” How can we beware of
anything --- we should just love
false prophets unless we exercise
everybody.” No, when your brother
judgment concerning what men
teach and how they live their lives?
sins against you and you tolerate it, you
Jesus said false prophets come in
are hating, not loving, your brother.
sheep’s clothing, but we are not to
be fooled by them. Jesus tells us
in Matthew 7:16, 20, “that by their
fruits you will know them.” But
We also read in 1 Corinthians 5 that those who are
if we are not to exercise judgment then how can we
unrepentant in their sins are to be removed from the
test the fruit and discern between that which is true
church as leaven that leavens the whole lump. John
and false? The Apostle Paul wrote in Colossians 2:8:
commands in 1 John 4 to test the spirits because not
“Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and
every spirit is of God, and the Apostle Paul tells us in
empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according
Galatians 1 to beware of those who preach another
to the basic principles of the world, and not according to
Gospel. In 1 Timothy 1:20, Hymenaeus and AlexanChrist.” How is it even possible to beware of false phider were put out of the church and delivered to Satan
losophy unless we judge what men teach by the Word
in order that they may learn not to blaspheme. None
of God? How can we be like the Bereans (Acts 17:10of this would be possible without judging by Scripture
11), whom the Apostle Paul commends, if we fail to
the doctrine and life of others. Therefore, the words
judge the teachings of men by the Scriptures?
“Judge not” cannot mean that we are not to judge
So, you see, the words “Judge not lest you be judged”
between truth and error. Paul even says in Ephesians
cannot mean what most people think they mean --4:14, “…that we should no longer be children, tossed to
that we are not to exercise judgment concerning the
and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
teachings and actions of others. Scripture commands
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
us to judge what men say and do. The Apostle Paul
plotting.”
even said in 1 Corinthians 10:15: “I speak as to wise
So what’s Jesus talking about when he says, “Judge
men; judge for yourselves what I say.” Scripture also
not lest you be judged”? He’s talking about the selfshows very clearly that judgment is to be exercised in
righteous, condemning, hypocritical judgment of
the church. We read in Matthew 18 that the church is
the Pharisees, and also any others who judge people
to boldly confront a sinning brother and to make it a
not because of sin but because of their weaknesses,
matter of public knowledge if he doesn’t repent. And
their character, or their motives (which they couldn’t
if a church doesn’t exercise discipline upon sinning
know anyway). Jesus condemns this type of judgmembers it is saying that they hate their members.
mental attitude.
Notice Leviticus 19:17: ‘You shall not hate your brother
We judge and evaluate as Romans 16:17 says, “Now
in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and
I beseech you, brethren, mark them which cause divinot bear sin because of him.” In other words, to allow
your brother to continue in sin is to demonstrate
sions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have
hatred toward him. It’s love that demands repentance.
learned; and avoid them.” We must make doctrinal
People say, “Oh, I don’t want to say anything --- we
distinctions and we must mark those who offend that
May-Jun 2017 | 5

phemy. When we sit in judgment on others and seek
to criticize their motives or seek revenge we are playing God. This isn’t true if there is obvious sin and you
go the biblical route, but it is when you set yourself up
as the authority and determine who makes the grade.
Instead, the Lord Jesus calls us to be humble in our
self-evaluation and He wants us to be gentle and loving when we are called to
rebuke one another. This
is what Jesus is telling us in
this passage.
What about you? Are you
Our text teaches us how to make right
self-righteous in your judgment of others? Do you
judgments in regard to others. Do we judge
set yourself up as the final
according to Scripture or have we set up our
authority when judging a
matter? Do you pretend
own little system of rules and regulations?
rh to know what’s in another
person’s heart or are you
quick to pass a condemning
verdict of guilty without
hearing the whole matter? Christ calls us to be those
magistrate --- eye for an eye and tooth for tooth --- the
who are loving and kind in our judgment of others,
law courts will care for this matter, not the individual.
but if we are honest with ourselves we would admit
There is no place in Scripture for personal vengeance.
that we have been self-righteous in our judgment of
We have no authority to make official or vengeful
others and this is the very thing Jesus condemns. As
judgments. The Bible also forbids hasty judgments
believers we must daily repent of this behavior. Jesus
on less than full knowledge of all the facts. Proverbs
gives a warning in Matthew 7:2 for all those who love
18:13 reads, “He who answers a matter before he hears
to be critical of others --- He says remember that
it, it is folly and shame to him.” How often is this done
there’s a day coming in which God will evaluate each
in the church of Jesus Christ? We need to be careful
of us and our charity in judging others. Look at His
about being too harsh and too severe in our own judgwords in verse 2. “For with what judgment ye judge,
ments. We must be careful not to judge rashly --- like
ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it
when we make a judgment of a person that we don’t
shall be measured to you again.” Self-righteous critieven know or when we judge a person based on seccism becomes a boomerang --- you throw it out and
ond, third, or fourth hand information. How many of
it will come right back. An unloving criticism will
us are guilty of this?
recoil on your own head at the hand of God. Think
When Jesus says, “Judge not lest you be judged” He
about Haman being hung on the gallows he made for
is reminding his disciples that they are not the final
Mordicai.
court. You do this and you will be judged. Have you
There was a king named Adoni-Bezek in Judges
forgotten that you are not God? James 4:11-12 says:
1 who captured seventy other kings and had their
“Do not speak evil of one another, brethren. He who
thumbs and big toes cut off. Then one day he was
speaks evil of a brother and judges his brother, speaks evil
captured and they cut off his thumbs and big toes, and
of the law and judges the law. But if you judge the law,
he said in verse 7, “…as I have done, so God has repaid
you are not a doer of the law but a judge. There is one
me.” The Apostle Paul wrote in Galatians 6:7, “Do not
Lawgiver, who is able to save and to destroy. Who are
be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
you to judge another?” In other words, to judge other
that he will also reap.” So the question that each of us
people as if you know their motives is to play God. It
has to face in light of this passage is this, “Am I willing
is to try and take over the throne of God as judge, but
to be judged by the same standard that I judge others?
John 5 says that judgment belongs to God and He has
If I judge someone else’s motives are my motives truly
committed that judgment to Jesus Christ and that’s
pure? If I question another’s behavior is my behavthe end of that matter. We are not to try and sit in
ior exemplary and approved by Christ?” This makes
judgment over others as if we are God. That’s blasus want to shut our mouths and never speak again.
doctrine and we must avoid those people. We must
make distinctions. According to John 7:24 we have a
right and a duty to judge by righteous judgment, but
not self-righteous, hypocritical judgment. We are not
to attempt to judge people’s motives or the way they
look. We are also not to try and judge in an official
manner. We are not to try and usurp the office of the
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Yet that’s not the intention of our text. We are to be
involved in helping one another and even in correcting
faults, but we are never to do so without first examining our own lives. Jesus asks, “Why do you look at the
speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log
that is in your own eye?” (Matt. 7:3). The speck is sawdust or a small splinter that the wind blows into the
eye, but the “log” is a plank stuck in one’s own eye. The
contrast couldn’t be clearer. So absorbed is he in his
self-righteous judgment against someone else that he
is blind to the fact that he has sin in his own life that is
far greater than anything he sees in the lives of others.
This is typical of people who see everything wrong in
everyone else’s life, but see absolutely nothing wrong in
their own life, which is self-righteousness to the core.
Jesus says deal with your own sin first – then you can
help your brother.
So what must we do? We must “notice the log” that’s
in our own eye. It’s only when we prayerfully and humbly open the Word of God and ask the Holy Spirit
to search our hearts and expose our own sin that we
will begin to “notice the log” that has blinded our own
sight. Do you regularly ask the Lord to expose your
sin so that you might confess and repent of it? Do you
read the Word in order to discover the logs that have
blinded your vision? We need to be sensitive to the
sin that creeps into our lives because before long we
can become desensitized to our own sinfulness simply
because we either ignore our sins or rationalize around
them, and the result is a harsh spirit toward others.
Much of what we judge in others is because we do not

want to face the same sins in ourselves. Think of your
assessment and your speech towards others. Do you
judge others for small faults and allow yourself room
for great sins? If you do, that is an area to work on.
Pray that the Lord will give you the grace to overcome
such hypocritical judgment. Remember that there are
degrees of sin --- there are specks and logs. It’s not
that any sin is insignificant because Christ’s death was
not insignificant and He died for specks and logs and
specks will send you to hell as well as the logs. And
we ought to be quicker to find the logs in our own life
than we are to find the specks in the lives of others.
Before we correct we must first examine ourselves. We
must look at our motives and ask the question, “Why
do I want to rebuke this brother? How am I going
to do this in the most encouraging way, in the most
profitable way? The Lord Jesus teaches us to correct
or reprove the brethren with a view to building them
up and making them stronger, not to make ourselves
seem more holy, wiser, or superior. We are to correct
our brother, not as an enemy, but as a physician providing medicine --- as a loving brother anxious to restore
and rescue. In this way we glorify our Lord and we
edify our fellow believers. May the Lord grant each
of us such a gracious spirit of humility and gentleness
when we are called upon to correct a brother or sister
in Christ.

rh

Rev. Scott Henry
Vermillion, SD

May-Jun 2017 | 7

Report of the President of Northern Plains Classis
of the Reformed Church in the United States
March 13-14, 2017
Esteemed Brothers,

I

n this report I hope to describe the state of the
Northern Plains Classis and its history since our
2016 spring meeting. Once again, we confess that although we are called upon to labour for the Lord, we
are always dependent upon His wisdom and strength
for any fruit that may come of it. As Paul wrote in
1 Corinthians 3:5-9, “5 Who then is Paul, and who is
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the
Lord gave to every man? 6 I have planted, Apollos watered; but God gave the increase. 7 So then neither is he
that planteth any thing, neither he that watereth; but God
that giveth the increase. 8 Now he that planteth and he
that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his
own reward according to his own labour. 9 For we are
labourers together with God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye
are God’s building.” (1 Corinthians 3:5–9, KJV)
Let us then examine where our classis stands. In
terms of numbers, our total communicant membership
fell from 401 to 387. This constitutes a drop of 14 as
opposed to a loss of 33 the previous year. Although I
would not want to use statistics as a reason for the need
to evangelise, the Great Commission is what spurs us
on, it is nonetheless true that if we do not grow, our
membership figures will continue to dwindle.
Turning to the parochial reports, reporting from
Minot, Rev. Phil Poe reports that his church has had
a difficult but rewarding year. He writes, “Our average attendance has been dropping mostly due to people transferring away due to job/military relocation.
Along with this, of course, goes a drop in the giving.”
On the other hand, five members of the Kassel
Reformed Church, which closed at the end of 2016,
transferred their membership to Minot. In addition,
two members joined by profession of faith.
The church was blessed with a $15,000 gift from
the funds left over when the Kassel church disbanded
at the end of last year. The church itself continues
to support Westminster Biblical Missions ($200.00
monthly) and Nap Narag in the Philippines ($50.00
monthly) in 2016. The diaconal aid has disbursed
$2,400 to those in need this past year.
8 | Reformed Herald 73 / 3

Rev. Wes Brice, reporting on our Dickinson mission
work, is very upbeat. This past year, two members
were added by profession of faith. Then, at a very special meeting, John Huizinga, a member of the church,
was ordained an elder. At the same service, his daughter, Shannen, was confirmed.
The Dickinson work no longer meets at the Holiday Inn Express. They now rent a small church building that seats 50. This building has an auditorium,
Sunday school room, restrooms, and a utility room.
It is a nice little church, and far more welcoming than
having to traipse through a motel lobby and past a
swimming pool.
Rev. Brice has also taught a men’s Bible study in the
town of Taylor where he lives. This study is now coming to an end, and those interested in the Reformed
faith have been invited to attend the church in Dickinson.
Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg in Herreid, SD, submitted a cheerful report, describing his various activities.
Herreid has nine students in their Sunday school,
which for a smaller, older church is very good. One
student was confirmed this past year. The preaching
of the gospel continues to be prospered by the Lord.
Cody reports that a couple of visitors have shown
interest in joining the church. I am sure we all agree
heartily with Cody when he writes, “What amazes me
is how God works through the faithful preaching of
the Word. There is no question that He edifies and
comforts His people through the means of preaching.”
I find myself questioning the accuracy of Rev. James
Grossmann’s parochial report from Eureka. Everything he wrote is true, but I know for a fact that he
does more than he mentioned. In addition to his
pastoral work in Eureka, he has preached 18 times
in Ashley and twice in Hosmer. In addition, he has
worked with Rev. Schwichtenberg in Herreid on joint
activities. He also studies at Heidelberg Theological
Seminary in Sioux Falls, hoping to earn a Doctor of
Ministry degree. Last, but not least, he is the Stated
Clerk of the Northern Plains Classis.

Rev. Grossmann did mention one concern which is
The matter of giving to the church is another duty
not unique to Eureka. He reports that only 73% of
that can be added to those I have mentioned above.
the communicant members took part in the Lord’s
In the providence of God, sometimes people cannot
Supper this past year. Article 119 of the RCUS congive as much as they would like. However, congregastitution says that being “negligent in partaking of the
tions need encouragement in this area. In a financial
Holy Communion” is “an offence against the Church.”
crunch, cutting back on giving to the church is an easy
Sadly, in this, as well as other duties of church memoption. However, it is interesting to see what constibership, we witness more often than we would like a
tutes priorities in the minds of many. It is not always
very casual attitude on the part of our members. Minthe church, sad to say.
isters and elders alike, by prayer, word, and example,
Rev. Dale Clark, a minister without charge, has
must be careful to encourage the flock in their duties.
reported from Anchorage, Alaska. He and his wife
Rev. Grossmann raises a valid issue, and we should not
now have employment, which is a real answer to
ignore it.
prayer. Rev. Clark has asked to be added to the role of
Speaking for myself, my ministry in Aberdeen continues. Along
with preaching, I performed the
other functions of the ministry
such as visitation, confirmation
As I consider all the reports I have
instruction, and informal services
cited, I see both matters of concern
in the area nursing homes. At the
and encouragement. It concerns me
moment, I am the speaker for two
radio programmes: “Start The
that part of our congregations show a
Week” and “Pause For Thought.” I
low level of commitment. Whilst part
have told the sponsoring churches
of these programmes that I would
of the reason for this could be sloth,
be prepared to continue as their
discouragement is likely another factor.
speaker after my retirement at the
end of June until another pastor
Both issues need to be addressed.
is ready to take my place. For the
record, this past Sunday was the
656th weekly broadcast of Pause
For Thought.
retired ministers. There are some constitutional matIn late breaking news, Rev. Hank Bowen of Modesto,
ters to be considered, and I recommend that this matCalifornia, has accepted an invitation to candidate in
ter be referred to the Judicial Committee.
Aberdeen on April 23. Please pray that the Lord will
We were all taken aback and deeply grieved at the
make His will known to both the congregation and
sudden death of our beloved brother, Rev. George
Rev. Bowen as to whether he is the man to succeed me
Syms, in December. Rev. Syms was the pastor of the
in the pulpit here.
Covenant Reformed Church in Watertown. During
It is with a real delight that I report that Rev. Paul
his years in the ministry, which numbered almost 40,
Henderson has been installed as the pastor of Hope
he had been very active both in the churches he pasReformed Church in Pierre. I have known Rev. Hentored and in the wider fields of Classis and Synod. It
derson for many years and have a very high regard for
is hardly an exaggeration to say that he was known
his love of the Lord and dedication to his church. His
to many in Reformed churches in various parts of the
experience will serve our classis very well. For this we
globe. He will be missed.
thank God for his blessing to us.
The Watertown church is in the process of contactWe wish to thank Rev. William Haddock, pastor
ing and evaluating possible candidates for the pastoremeritus of the church, for a year of preaching and
ate. To this present time, no decisions have been made.
Sunday school teaching. The report I received from
The Salem Reformed Church, Ashley, North
the Spiritual Council was very thankful for this minDakota, is also without a pastor, and has been for
istry during their time without a pastor.
about a year. They have continued their services, leanThe report from Pierre also mentioned the finaning heavily on the ministries of Rev. Cody Schwichtencial difficulties experienced by their church. They
berg and Rev. James Grossmann. As mentioned above,
are, of course, not alone in their budgetary struggles.
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I have been the speaker on their radio programme,
“Start The Week.” In the providence of God, we look
forward to examining Rev. David Irwin for licensure
at our classis meeting.
We have had no report from the Hosmer Reformed
Church. It is always concerning when no word is
received from a classis church. We know the congregation is very small, and they have not held worship
services every week. The future of this church is uncertain, and classis needs to give them some thought during their meeting.
Moving on to committee reports, the Heidelberg
Youth Camp Committee has chosen prayer as the subject of the lecturers for this year’s camp. The offerings
will go towards the work of the Heidelberg Theological Seminary in training pastors for the Philippines.
The report notes a need for a new head chef in the
camp kitchen. I encourage the delegates to announce
this in their churches and report anyone interested to
the committee.
The Candidates and Credentials Committee reports
that they examined Rev. David Irwin and Rev. Paul
Henderson by conference call. At our spring meeting
we will receive Rev. Henderson into our classis and,
as previously noted, examine Rev. Irwin for licensure.
We thank God for the way he is providing men for
vacancies in our classis.
The Home Missions Committee reports that the
work in Dickinson is going very well. Some of the
major developments in Dickinson have already been
covered in my remarks concerning Rev. Brice’s parochial report. I would like to add here that the giving
of the Dickinson congregation has been phenomenal.
Also, each year, the amount of financial support from
classis and synod is diminished. For the next classical
year, your committee is recommending that $14,200
be requested from both classis and synod. The Lord
has really prospered our mission work in Dickinson.

We need to pray for the congregation there and support them in every way we can.
As I consider all the reports I have cited, I see both
matters of concern and encouragement. It concerns
me that the level of commitment of part of our congregations is low. Whilst part of the reason for this
could be sloth, discouragement is likely another factor.
Both issues need to be addressed. Our members need
to be admonished in a pastoral way concerning their
duties to the church. However, our congregations also
need to be encouraged. It has been a challenging year.
We have lost the senior minister of our classis. There
has been, or will be, a change of pastors in Pierre,
Watertown, Ashley, and Aberdeen. However, the
Lord is working. The work in Dickinson is flourishing. The Lord is providing the men we need. And yet,
our optimism should not come from what we see, but
from the promises of our faithful God. As we read in
Psalms 20:6-7, “ 6 Now know I that the Lord saveth his
anointed; He will hear him from his holy heaven With
the saving strength of his right hand. 7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: But we will remember the name
of the Lord our God.”
In closing, I want to leave you with a personal word.
At the end of June, I shall retire. I had hoped to continue in the ministry for another 20 years or so. However, God in his providence has given me a thorn in
the flesh that requires me to continue to serve Him,
but in a more sedentary way. I could wish things to
have turned out differently, but God in His wisdom
knows best. I have to say it’s been quite a ride. I could
not have spent the last 30 years with a better group of
men. May God bless you all and may God bless the
Northern Plains Classis.

rh

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. David A. Dawn
Aberdeen, SD

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

You may be surprised as to where you find these
crucial things, and it may not be in the church with
“Reformed” as part of its name.
Stemming the present decline in the membership
of the Eureka Classis will take much more than just
retaining those who are born and reared in the church.
It will take a [spiritually] militant missionary effort.
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But keeping our youth will be one of the great parts of
that missionary effort if, as they go out into the world,
they carry their Reformed faith with them and plant it
wherever they go.
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Rev. Jon Rainbow
Elgin, ND

Report on the 32nd Annual Meeting
of Northern Plains Classis
Meeting in Ashley, North Dakota, 2017

T

he Northern Plains Classis met on
Tuesday, March 14, 2017, after a one
day delay of the prescribed call for the beginning of classis due to a heavy snow fall.
We all arrived on snow-blown roads and
with a brisk, chilly wind blowing, but the
cold reception of a North Dakota March
day was quickly replaced by the warm
and kindly greetings from several members and elders of the Salem Reformed
Church in Ashley, North Dakota.
President David Dawn opened the
gathering with a message from James
3:13-18 encouraging us as the elders of
God’s church to guard ourselves against
self-seeking pride and instead to be filled
with love toward one another with unity
as the cry of our hearts. He then called
the meeting to order at 1:28 p.m. Our
roll called showed 6 ministers and 6
elders being present.
Election of officers followed. President Dawn
asked not to be re-elected due to failing health.
With the election of our new president, Reverend
Paul Henderson, our leadership went from a New
Englander with a bit of English accent to a recently
arrived Southern Californian with all the accents
and grammar of a man born and raised in the San
Joaquin Valley of Central California. Reverend
Paul Henderson is now serving at Hope Reformed
Church in Pierre, South Dakota. Reverend Cody
Schwichtenberg was elected as Vice President with
James Grossmann re-elected to the office of Stated
Clerk. Later in the day Elder Rod DeJong was reelected to the office of Treasurer.
Reverend Grossmann welcomed Elders Jacob Kuik
and Peter Veenendal from Classis Manitoba of the
Canadian Reformed Churches and they were seated
in the bar of the house and granted the privilege of
the floor. He also welcomed and moved that Elder
Vern Moos from the Salem Reformed Church be
seated in the bar of the house and given the privilege
of the floor.

President’s Report:

Pastor Dawn gave the president’s report noting that
the numbers of Northern Plains Classis show some
loss of members but expressed gratitude to God for
the good reports of the several pastors in our local
congregations. Pointing out the following news
items. Reverend Dale Clark now lives in Alaska and
is employed there. Reverend Phil Poe reported from
our church in Minot that they had lost some members due to job and military relocations. The church
in Kassel, North Dakota, was closed this past year
with the transfer of five members to our church in
Minot. Reverend Wesley Brice, who is filling the pulpit of the mission work in Dickinson, was pleased to
report the reception of three new members; two by
profession of faith and Shannen Huizinga by confirmation. Brice also noted what a blessing it was when
the overseeing church in Aberdeen elected John
Huizinga to serve as elder in the work in Dickinson. Reverend Cody Schwichtenberg reported that
he had been blessed to give witness to the grace of
God to several outside the membership of the local
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church. He asked for prayer that God might bless
these efforts of outreach. Reverend Grossmann gave
a good report of the work in Eureka, South Dakota.
Both he and Rev. Schwichtenberg have been filling
the pulpit here in Ashley until a minister can be
installed. Reverend Dawn gave a good report concerning our church in Aberdeen, but noted that failing health had caused him to seek retirement later in
this year. Reverend Henderson has been installed as
the pastor of Hope Reformed Church in Pierre. We
look forward to God blessing his ministry among
us. Our President expressed the grief we all felt at
the sudden death of our beloved brother Reverend
George Syms in December. We were encouraged
to pray that God will provide a pastor for the flock
of Covenant Reformed Church in Watertown, SD.
The Elder of Ashley gave a verbal report of the work
in Ashley as they are looking forward to the reception of Reverend David Irwin by Classis to serve as
their pastor.
Which brings us to the examination of Reverend
David Irwin, who is seeking to be received by our
Classis (from the PCA, Grace Presbytery in MS).
He first gave a personal testimony of his conversion
and how he came to the great doctrines of the biblically sound teachings of our Reformed Faith. Our
brother showed good and great understanding in the
doctrines of Holy Scripture and the positions held
by the Reformed Church in the United States. One
thing in particular I would report, which I think
stood out, was that part of the exam was conducted
by two elders of the church. These elders showed
their own good understanding of sound biblical
doctrine, examining with great depth and carefulness as an important means of receiving men who
fill the pulpits of our churches. His examination was
arrested and Reverend Irwin was received by his
signing the oath of licensure and was given the right
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hand of fellowship by the body
with prayer for him being led by
Reverend Poe.
The Parochial Reports of
the Pastors was given, as noted
in the President’s report with
prayer given at the close of each
report for the several pastors and
churches of Northern Plains
Classis.
On Tuesday evening we
enjoyed a worship service with
the members of the congregation of Salem Reformed Church
with Reverend Paul Henderson reminding us from Romans
5:6-8 of the greatness of the blessing we rejoice
in when we read that our Lord demonstrated His
love for us in that while we were still sinners and
unworthy of such love, yet Christ, in love, died for
us. The next morning devotions were led by Rev.
Irwin, reminding us from 1 Corinthians 16:13-14
that we, as God’s shepherds, are to stand fast in the
faith; being brave and firm in our stand for truth and
above all to do so with love.
During the time provided for reports from the
Fraternal Delegates we were blessed with a thoughtful and excellent report from Elder Jacob Kuik who
expressed appreciation for the faithfulness and strong
stand in the faith of our denomination. He noted
especially the carefulness in the examination of Reverend Irwin and was most pleased that as a church
we are careful in receiving men to fill our pulpits;
especially with the serious lack of such examination
that has become common in many denominations of
our day. Rev. Henderson in return expressed appreciation for their attendance and encouragement.
Reverend Grossmann also read greetings from Reverend Bruce Prentice of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, Presbytery of the Dakotas.
The reports of the standing committees were
given and the work of the Classis was finished as we
closed by confessing our faith with the words of the
Apostles Creed; the singing of the Doxology, and the
benediction given by our new President, the Reverend Paul Henderson. It was quite evident that all
went forth encouraged to continue to fight the good
fight of faith of our Lord Jesus Christ.

rh

Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Wesley Brice
Dickinson, ND

Report of the President of
South Central Classis of the Reformed Church
in the United States
March 27-28, 2017
The losses within the church for this past year
Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,
totaled seventy souls. Of that number, twelve were
s I consider the working of our glorious God
due to death; we extend our Christian sympathies
throughout this past year, particularly with reto the families of those twelve who left this church
gards to His workings within our Classis, I am remilitant, to join that great church triumphant in this
minded of the opening testimony of the Apostle Paul
past year. Although we never like losing members, it
in his epistle to the Colossians.
is noted that a number were dismissed, presumably
“We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord
to another Christian church, and we pray that they
Jesus Christ, praying always for you, since we heard of
would be blessed in their new church homes.
your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the
The final reason for loss is by way of erasure and
saints; because of the hope which is laid up for you in
church discipline. Although this is always a difficult
heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the
truth of the gospel, which has come to you, as it has also
work of the church, I am encouraged to see that the
in all the world, and is bringing
forth fruit, as it is also among you
since the day you heard and knew
the grace of God in truth.” (Col.
It is beautiful to witness the church of
1:3-6, NKJV)
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ behave
It is evident that the Lord has
granted a spirit of love, which has
as a loving, redeemed community.
been marked by an attitude of
prayer and fruitfulness within the
bounds of South Central Classis
throughout this past year. Certainly the recognition
Spiritual Councils are being faithful in the exercise of
that two of our faithful ministers have now left this
the marks of the true church.
church militant, and have been received into that gloIt was a joy to read the parochial reports for this past
rious church triumphant, has been a catalyst to unite
year, as we witness the guiding hand of our gracious
us in our prayers and expressions of love. It is beautiLord leading His church. We are encouraged to report
ful to witness the church of our Lord and Savior Jesus
that the Word of God is being faithfully proclaimed
Christ behave as a loving, redeemed community.
throughout the Classis, and there is general peace
Our statistical reports show that our overall numwithin the churches. The late and beloved Rev. Darrell
bers have declined over the past year. Last year’s staKingswood, on the day on which he entered into his
tistics report showed a slight uptick, but this past
eternal rest, wrote, “And thus, in the unpredictability
year showed that our overall membership (including
of life we must be continually reminded that one thing
baptized members) is down by twelve souls. There
remains certain: The Lord Jesus Christ is the same
is reason for concern, given that our number of chilyesterday, today and forever.” May this truth be forever
dren in Sunday School has declined by thirty-nine,
in the forefront of the ministry of the church!
and the number of baptisms are down by nine. It is
In last year’s report, Dr. C.W. Powell noted that
our prayer that the Lord would bless His church in
this was his forty-seventh, and likely his final, paroSouth Central Classis with a baby boom, alongside an
chial report. In God’s sovereignty, it was, and our dear
increased number of those being joined to the church
friend is sorely missed. And yet, we rejoice with our
from without.

A
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We can see the potential for a resurgence of the
Reformed faith . . .
We must be proactive in our planning, rather than
merely reactive to circumstances.

dear brother, and eagerly anticipate that great day in
which we will be reunited with the saints, in the presence of our great High Priest, Jesus Christ. God, who
is rich in mercy, has already provided a pastor for the
congregation in Colorado Springs, and Rev. J. P. Mosley writes: “I promised at least two things upon taking this call: first, I would try and not change anything
in this congregation for at least a year… Secondly, I
would do my best to preach and teach the Word of
God in the congregation… This is what I long to do
with my whole heart.” These are wise words, and we
pray that the Lord would continue to bless the ministry of this brother, as he ministers to the saints in
Colorado Springs. We are blessed to have Rev. Mosley
in South Central Classis.
We give thanks that the work of home missions is
continuing to thrive within our bounds. The Home
Missions report spoke of their investigation into commencing labors in the Denver area. It is encouraging to
see that they are taking a thoughtful approach to this
potential work. I would encourage the local congregations to work collaboratively with the missions committee in developing purposeful plans for the planting
of yet more RCUS works within our bounds. As we
develop long term plans for the establishment of young
congregations, we can see the potential for a resurgence
of the Reformed faith to continue to grow. We must be
proactive in our planning, rather than merely reactive
to circumstances.
The Limon, Colorado, church has now been vacant
for over two years. The Missions report has noted that
they have had discussions with at least ten men, and
have been very close at least once. We are encouraged
to hear that the Limon congregation is continuing
faithfully in her search for a new pastor.
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The mission work in Casper, Wyoming, has continued forward over this past year, and it is a joy to read
that this young work is already growing a building fund
in the expectation of eventually purchasing their own
building. Please continue to uphold Rev. Powell and
the Casper work, as they struggle to develop church
officers, particularly as their only deacon will be moving to Alaska shortly.
It was a joy to read the report concerning the Omaha,
Nebraska work. Rev. Randall Klynsma is faithfully
shepherding the fledgling flock, and the core group
seems to be dedicated to the work. We are encouraged
that there is opportunity for the congregation to purchase the building which they have been leasing now
for some time.
Finally, I would like to humbly encourage the brethren to be timely in doing the work of the church, as
well as in reporting on that work. Although the vast
majority of parochial reports, statistical information,
and committee reports were submitted before the
deadline; yet there were far too many which were late
in submission. The Executive Committee has a mere
two weeks to compile all of the information, and compose the various reports; but this work cannot proceed unless all of the information has been submitted.
Brethren, please be diligent in fulfilling your labors in
a thorough, yet timely manner.
The Lord is doing great things in His church, and is
richly blessing the churches of South Central Classis.
May His name be praised!

rh

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Travis Grassmid
Menno, SD

Report on the 32nd Annual Meeting
of South Central Classis

T

he 2017 Spring Meeting of the South Central
Classis of the RCUS was held on March 27-28
at Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell, SD. Prior to
the start of Classis, the delegates gathered on Monday afternoon for a presentation and discussion on the
theme, “Ministering to fellow ministers / seeking to
encourage one another in godliness.” Rev. Kevin Carroll served as moderator, giving a helpful overview related to peculiar challenges, pressures, and hazards of
the ministry, as well as on how to help pastors who are
hurting or in trouble. The delegates then broke into
small groups to consider discussion questions concerning how to encourage minsters to seek help when
needed, and what consistories and Classis can do to
help hurting ministers. This was a profitable time of
interaction that actually carried over into the Classis
meeting during the reading of the parochial reports by
ministers.
The annual Classis worship service was then held
on Monday evening, well-attended by delegates, family members, visitors, and many members of Grace
Reformed Church. The service was conducted by Rev.
Joe Vusich of Emmanuel RCUS in Sutton, NE. Rev.
J.P. Mosley of Trinity Covenant RCUS in Colorado
Springs preached a thought-provoking sermon from
Revelation 2:1-7 entitled, “The Message to Ephesus.”
In this was emphasized that, however much the church
rightly guards sound doctrine and faithfully tests ministerial orthodoxy, she must not lose her “first love” but
maintain a vital love for Christ and the gospel—practically displayed in love toward others, especially in
the way of evangelism and discipleship. “Remember,
therefore from where you have fallen; repent and do
the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and
remove your lampstand from its place—unless you
repent.” (Rev. 2:5)
Following the worship service, Classis was officially
called to order at 8:00 p.m. The election of officers
resulted in Rev. Travis Grassmid as President; Rev.
Matt Powell as Vice President; Rev. Joe Vusich as
Stated Clerk; and Scott Velgersdyk as Treasurer.
As a special note, Rev. George Horner, after many
years of faithful service as Stated Clerk, requested
and received a break from that office, after which was

expressed the following appreciation: “The delegates
of the South Central Classis express their appreciation to Mr. George Horner for his service as Stated
Clerk. Thank you for your diligence in recording and
keeping the minutes. You have done an amazing work
by making us look good…on paper, for which we and
the rest of the denomination are truly grateful. May
the Lord bless you for your labor on our behalf!”
In addition to the welcoming of fraternal delegates
and visitors, Rev. Mosley was officially welcomed as a
new minister to the Classis! Fraternal delegate Rev.
Louis Cloete, pastor of Bethlehem Reformed Church
in Freeman, SD, addressed the body with greetings on
behalf of the OPC Presbytery of the Dakotas. The
body then recessed until 8:00 a.m., Tuesday morning.
Rev. Paul Henderson, visiting as the newly installed
minister of Hope RCUS in Pierre, SD, was welcomed and seated among the body. At mid-morning,
Rev. Scott Henry gave a motivating devotion from 1
Samuel 30:1-6, exhorting the brothers to strengthen
ourselves as David did “in the Lord his God”—in the
person, word, and promises of our Triune God—and
that in the face of whatever opposition, distress, or
grief we may encounter in the Lord’s providence.
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As mentioned above, arising out of the discussion
during the pre-classis meeting, much of the time on
Tuesday was invested in hearing and responding to the
parochial reports of ministers. This included opportunities for questions from the delegates and interaction with each minister, as well as considerable time
in prayer for the ministers and churches. The most
poignant moment was when Rev. Powell read the final
parochial report of Rev. Darrell Kingswood, whose
absence was very much felt, though now home with
the Lord as of January 16, 2017. Rev. C.W. Powell was
missed as well in light of his home-going this past year
on July 29, 2016.
As required each year, the Constitutional Questions
to Elders were asked to the delegate elders of each
congregation (see Article 81 of the RCUS Constitution). These questions concern whether the administration of the word and sacraments, instruction and
discipline, giving and stewardship, and temporal care
for the minister are faithfully being carried out. It was
good to hear that all answered in the affirmative where
applicable (the Limon charge being without a minister). The statistics report disclosed a slight decrease
in total communicant and baptized members from the
previous year, which the President noted in his report
as concerning.
The remainder of the meeting was taken up with
committee reports. Some highlights are as follows:
Heidelberg Youth Camp was set for July 24-28 with
lessons based on The Lord’s Prayer and worship offerings to support the work of Heidelberg Theological
Seminary to train pastors in the Philippines. The call
of Rev. Scott Henry to Hope Reformed Church in
Sutton, NE, was approved. Ministerial aid continued
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in support of retired
ministers and their
wives, as well as widows of ministers. Continued funding was
approved for the mission works in Limon,
CO, Casper, WY, and
Omaha, NE. A loan
was approved for the
purchase of a church
building in Omaha
for that mission work.
Consideration
and
prayer was encouraged
for the establishment
of an RCUS mission
work in Denver, Lord
willing. Funding for Heidelberg Theological Seminary and New Geneva Theological Seminary was continued at the same amounts as the previous year. The
total guidelines per communicant member were set at
$92.49, a reduction from $96.39 the previous year.
The congregation of Grace RCUS in Mitchell did
a magnificent job in hosting Classis. As to the meals,
a delegate commented how he was reminded at this
meeting how good the cooking is in Mitchell! The
following statement of thanks was sent to the congregation: “The delegates of the 2017 Spring Meeting of
the South Central Classis express our sincere gratitude to God for all the members of Grace Reformed
Church in hosting the meeting. We thank you for all
your expressions of hospitality, especially the excellent
and delicious meals which sustained us. May the Lord
continue to richly bless you in your love to Him and
to His people. Yours in Christ, The Delegates of the
South Central Classis, RCUS.”
As always, the fellowship was wonderful, though
somewhat bittersweet considering the absence of some
brothers. We miss them, yet we are thankful for the
privilege to have ministered with them, and rejoice in
the reality that they are present with the Lord. The
2017 South Central Classis Abstract was dedicated to
the memory of Rev. C.W. Powell, Rev. Darrell Kingswood, and Rev. George Syms.

rh

Rev. Jon Blair
Greeley, CO

Pastoral Report for 2016
Hope Reformed Church - Sutton, Nebraska

Annual Meeting - Monday, January 16th, 2017
“For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ
and Him crucified.”
(1 Corinthians 2:2)
Editor: At the Spring 2017 meeting of South Central
Classis, a motion was passed to publish this report.
While only the Lord Jesus knew it at the time, it is the
final parochial report of Rev. Darrell Kingswood, who
was called home on the same day as the date on the report
he was planning to present to his congregation.
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ,

A

nother year has come and gone. Another year
of life on this earth has passed. Another year
in the life and ministry of Hope Reformed Church
is a part of history. For many, the past year may have
been a time of change. Loved ones have died. Our
health may have deteriorated. Children may have
left home and gone off to university or college. In
many ways our lives are different than they were
merely one year ago.
And thus, in the midst of the unpredictability of
life, we must be continually reminded that one thing
remains certain: the Lord Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today, and forever. And therefore, as we
reflect on the ordinary covenant life of the church in
this world, we are to be reminded that the message,
the marks, the methods, the ministry, and the mission
of the church has not changed. The message of the
gospel continues to be the lifeblood and power of the
church as the body of the Lord Jesus Christ.
As the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 2:2,
“For I have determined not to know anything among
you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” This is the
banner under which the church is to live and move
and have its being. The message of the gospel of the
Lord Jesus Christ and Him crucified, the message of
the cross, is the message that defines the identity, the
marks, the methods, the ministry, and the mission of
the true church.
It is important and essential that we be reminded of
this one great truth because we are always in danger

of moving away from the cross and the message of the
gospel as the main thing in the life of the church and
in our own day-to-day lives. We must be continually
reminded that we never move on from the cross, only
into a more profound understanding of the cross.
The cross and its meaning aren’t something we ever
master. The greatest need in Hope Reformed Church,
the greatest need in the town of Sutton, Nebraska, and
the greatest need in our individual lives is the message
of the gospel: Jesus Christ and Him crucified! We
never move on from the cross, but only into a more
profound understanding of the cross, as we grow in
our knowledge of the grace of God in Christ Jesus.
Now you may be asking yourself, “Why such an
emphasis in a pastoral report?” The answer to that
question is, “Because that is what the ordinary, dayto-day, week-in-and-week-out ministry of Hope
Reformed Church is all about.” The life and ministry
of Hope Reformed Church is all about keeping the
cross central and the gospel the main thing (“the simplicity that is in Christ,” 2 Corinthians 11:3).
The importance of maintaining this Biblical emphasis on a cross-centered (i.e., Christ-centered, Christexalting) ministry at Hope Reformed Church in
Sutton, NE, can be seen in the following two quotations:
“The gospel is not only the most important
message in all of history; it is the only essential
message in all of history. Yet we allow thousands
of professing Christians to live their entire lives
without clearly understanding it and experiencing the joy of living by it.” ( Jerry Bridges)
“I fear that the cross, without being disowned,
is constantly in danger of being dismissed from
the central place it must enjoy, by relatively
peripheral insights that take on far too much
weight. Whenever the periphery is in danger
of displacing the center, we are not far removed
from idolatry.” (D.A. Carson)
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Every day, each and every one of us faces the very real
temptation to move away from the gospel, to let it
drop from our hands and hearts. There are three main
tendencies in particular that tend to draw us away
from the gospel rather than to a more profound
understanding of it:
1. Subjectivism: which means basing our view
of God on our changing feelings and emotions.
2. Legalism: which means basing our relationship with God on our own performance.
3. Condemnation: which means being more
focused on our sin than on God’s grace.
Given this very real danger and temptation to drift
away from a cross-centered life and ministry, the leadership of Hope Reformed Church continues to strive
(by God’s sovereign and enabling grace, for His glory)
to maintain a Christ-centered/Gospel- centered focus
in the ordinary life and ministry of the church (the
covenant community).
From the pulpit (the preaching and teaching, proclamation, and explanation of God’s Word), in the
administration of the sacraments, in church discipline,
Sunday morning and evening Bible study, mid-week
Catechism instruction, Sunday School classes, Saturday morning men’s study, funerals and weddings,
and pastoral counseling and visitation, the leadership
of this church has endeavored to manage all things

according to the pure Word of God, acknowledging
Jesus Christ as the only Head of the Church.
Acknowledging the Lord Jesus as our chief Prophet
and Teacher, our only High Priest, and our eternal
King, the leadership of Hope Reformed Church recognizes that we need to look to Him to define not
only the church’s message but also its nature, mission,
and methods with which the message of the gospel,
the message of the cross – Christ and Him crucified
– is to be delivered. The gospel not only establishes
what we are to preach, but how we are to preach.
In this way, it is our prayer that God the Father
would be pleased to bless the message of His Son in
the power of His Spirit. And as God’s people grow
in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ
under the Spirit-empowered ministry of the gospel,
we know that we will be people who are living by
faith – “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2) We never
move on from the cross, only into a more profound
understanding of the cross. The cross and its meaning aren’t something we ever master.
“Now may the Lord direct your hearts into the
love of God and into the patience of Christ.” (2
Thessalonians 3:5)
rh
Yours sincerely,
Pastor Darrell Kingswood

Reformation 500 – History Snapshots
Rev. David Fagrey of Rapid City, SD, has been preparing these for each week of 2017.
The full set of bulletin inserts for history, and the companion explanations of that week’s
Heidelberg Catechism reading, are found at http://reformation500years.blogspot.com.
Please use these for personal devotions, study, and pass them on to others. -Editor

Week 1: John Wycliffe

Preparation for Reformation

This year we join the reformed family of churches
throughout the world in celebrating the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation, which began on
October 31, 1517, when Martin Luther nailed his 95
Theses Against Indulgences to the bulletin board on the
door of the Castle church in Wittenberg, Germany.
This was the beginning of the church’s return to the
Bible and its gospel of salvation by grace alone.

Martin Luther was not the church’s first reformer.
In the latter part of the Middle Ages there arose many
individuals who criticized the doctrine and government of the Roman Catholic Church. One of the most
important was John Wycliffe (1320-1384).
Wycliffe was born in England in the year 1320. He
studied at the university of Oxford, and later became
professor in that institution. Wycliffe believed the
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plague known as the Black Death was the judgment
of God on a faithless people and a corrupt church. He
charged his audience to turn back to the Bible and to
God in repentance. Catholic doctrine taught that the
teachings of the church were equal to the Bible, but
Wycliffe insisted that the Bible, and the Bible alone, is
the only infallible authority; and, therefore, it is superior to the Church, its hierarchy, and its traditions.
Wycliffe taught that individuals need to establish
a direct and personal relationship with God through
Jesus Christ. No priest or pope could serve as a mediator between God and man. Wycliffe denounced the
worship of images, relics, the sale of indulgences,
masses for the dead, processions, and pilgrimages.
Wycliffe also denounced the Pope as Antichrist; and
he condemned the Catholic doctrine of transubstantiation, the belief that at the Lord’s Supper the bread
and wine become the literal body and blood of Jesus.
The Bible at that time was written in Latin and could
not be read by the people. In order that Christians in
England might be able to read the Bible for themselves,
Wycliffe translated it into the English language. He
was the first to translate the Bible in the language of
the people. Since few people could read, Wycliffe tackled this obstacle through a massive literacy campaign
to teach people to read God’s word without the need
of the clergy. Wycliffe’s followers called the “Lollards”
carried his teaching and the newly translated Bible into
many parts of England.
The pope and the clergy “did all they could to destroy
Wycliffe. But a large portion of the English people and
among them many powerful nobles were in hearty
sympathy with the reformer. These nobles protected
him so that he did not fall into the hands of his persecutors. Wycliffe died in peace on the last day of the
year 1384” (Kuiper, The Church in History, 144).
Because of his influence, Wycliffe helped to prepare
the way for the Reformation, and for this reason has
been called the “Morning Star of the Reformation.”

Week 3: The Need for Reformation
The Protestant Reformation was a reformation of
the Western Roman Catholic Church, not the Eastern
Orthodox Church (the Western and Eastern Churches
have been divided since the year 1054).
The Reformers were all born, baptized, confirmed,
and educated in the Roman Catholic Church, and
most of them had served as priests at her altars with
the solemn vow of obedience to the pope on their conscience (Schaff, History, 7:13).
“At the beginning of the sixteenth century everyone
that mattered in the Western Church was crying out
for reformation” (Chadwick, The Reformation, 11).

The Roman Catholic Church desperately needed
reform. Tradition had replaced Scripture as the church’s
supreme authority; and the church’s leadership was corrupt. “The papacy was secularized [more interested in
Renaissance than religion], and changed into a selfish
tyranny [seen especially in the crusades] whose yoke
became more and more unbearable. The scandal of the
papal schism had indeed been removed, but papal morals…became worse than ever during the years 14921521.” The writings of contemporary scholars “are full
of complaints and exposures of the ignorance, vulgarity
and immorality of priest and monks. Simony [the practice of buying and selling ecclesiastical positions] and
nepotism were shamefully practiced. Celibacy was a foul
fountain of un-chastity and uncleanness [the popes had
their own prostitutes and some flaunted their illegitimate children] …. Whole monastic establishments and
orders had become nurseries of ignorance and superstition, idleness and dissipation…. Education was confined to priests and nobles. The mass of the laity could
neither read nor write, and had no access to the word
of God except the Scripture lessons from the pulpit
[which taught that salvation is communicated through
the priesthood]. The priest’s chief duty was to perform,
by his magic words, the miracle of transubstantiation
[the Latin phrase Hoc est meum corpum, “This is my
body,” was used as a magic formula and shortened to
“Hocus Pocus”], and to offer the sacrifice of the mass
for the living and the dead in a foreign tongue (Latin)….
Saint-worship and image worship, superstitious rites
and ceremonies obstructed the direct worship of God
in spirit and in truth. Piety which should proceed from
a living union of the soul with Christ and a consecration of character, was turned outward and reduced to
a round of mechanical performances such as the recital
of Paternosters and Ave-Marias, fastings, almsgiving,
confession to a priest, and pilgrimage to a holy shrine
[part of doing penance]. Good works were measured by
the quantity rather than the quality, and polluted by the
principle of meritorious-ness which appealed to the selfish motive of reward. Remission of sin could be bought
with money; a shameful traffic in indulgences (the selling of forgiveness to remove the temporal penalties of
sin especially those suffered in purgatory] was carried
on under the Pope’s sanction for filthy lucre as well as
for the building of St. Peter’s Dome” (Schaff, 8-10).
The most famous peddler of indulgences, Tetzel,
unashamedly claimed, “As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.”
Enter Martin Luther. “Erasmus says that when
Luther published his Theses [against indulgences] all
the world applauded him” (Schaff, 7:98). rh
May-Jun 2017 | 19

Why Believers Ought to
Love One Another
Sermon on 1 John 4:7-11
“ Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is born of
God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In this
the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God,
but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
11
Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”
7

(1 John 4:7–11, NKJV)

J

esus commands all who believe in Him to love one
another. Why does He do that? Have you ever wondered why He commands us to love one another? That’s
what I want to talk about today. The title of my message
is: “Why Believers Ought to Love One Another”. There
are two reasons from today’s Scripture: 1) because God
gave us His love, and 2) because God so loved us.
We ought to love one another because God
gave us His love

First of all, reason number one: because God gave
us His love. Look at verse 7, “Beloved, let us love one
another, for love is of God.” John is saying: let us love
one another, because love is of God. This is a special
love given to believers. It’s a Biblical love that comes
from a heart which has been regenerated, a heart that’s
been made of flesh, replacing the one that was of stone.
It’s out of this heart that we are now thankful and love
God and one another. And with the new heart came
the love that is of God. It’s one of the fruits of regeneration. Jesus explained this in John 15:16-17: “You
did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that
you should go and bear fruit… that you love one another.”
This is why we ought to love one another, because God
choose us and appointed us to go and bear fruit.
This love doesn’t come to us complete. We don’t love
perfectly as Jesus does, but now, because God has given
us His love, we have it. God has taught this love to us.
We know it and even do it because we’ve been taught
this love.
Listen to what Paul told the Thessalonians in 1 Thessalonians 4:9-10: “But concerning brotherly love you
have no need that I should write to you, for you yourselves
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are taught by God to love one another: and indeed you do
so toward all the brethren…” How were they taught by
God to love one another? How were we taught? The
answer is in what God said in Jeremiah 31:33: with
“the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel
after [the Messiah’s] days, says the Lord: I will put My law
in their minds, and write it on their hearts. I will be their
God and they will be My people.” Have you thought of
it this way? The love that God gives to believers comes
from having His law put in their minds and written on
their hearts, that they might then display it towards
the brethren. But, here’s the point we want to make.
Paul goes on to say to the Thessalonians: “We urge you,
brethren, that you increase more and more” (1 Thess.
4:10). God gave us His love. He taught it to us. Now
we’re to increase it. This is why Jesus commands us
that we ought to love one another, to stir us up to display and increase our love more and more.
What is love? Look at 2 John 6. “This is love, that
we walk according to His commandments.” We love the
brethren when we obey God’s commandments with
respect to them. 1 John 5:2-3 says: “By this we know
that we love the children of God, when we love God and
keep His commandments. For this is the love of God, that
we keep His commandments.” They have been taught to
us, put in our minds and written on our hearts.
Now, consider this. Our text in 1 John 4:7, again:
“…and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God.” If we love the brethren, we should know we have
been born again. Read verse 7 again. Our love for others assures us we have been redeemed and have eternal
life. That’s how significant this love that God gave us
really is. It’s not a small thing.

Now some people might say: “I just don’t feel that I
love that much.” But this isn’t a matter of how much.
It’s a matter of having any love for the brethren, for
the church, for Jesus Christ and what he’s done for
you. It’s a matter of recognizing you’re a sinner in
need of redemption. It’s a matter of wanting to be
with others that also recognize their need, of desiring
to fellowship and worship with others, of wanting to
put away the old man and feed the new, of wanting
to conform to the image of Jesus. If you have any of
this, you have the love God has given you as a fruit
of knowing God. And you should know from that
you’ve been born of God.
Yet, it doesn’t grow on its own. It’s not like a plant
that sits and takes in sun and rain and nutrients. We
don’t just “Let go and let God.” We must work at it,
and God commands us to do that very thing, “We urge
you brethren to increase more and more” (1 Thess. 4:10).
And verse 7 in today’s reading declares, “Beloved, let us
love one another.” We’re being encouraged, even commanded, because we don’t love as we ought. But on the
other hand, we do love. God has taught it to us. He
has put it in us believers.
There are some who don’t love at all in this way. Verse
8: “He who does not love does not know God, for God is
love.” Some don’t know God and consequently, don’t
know this love because it’s from knowing God that we
have this love. The goodness of God is extended to
all, even those who do not know Him, because God
sees Himself in man as His image-bearer. He sees
His own virtues, works, and gifts in His image-bearer.
So now, John distinguishes between those who do not
know God and His love, even though they experience His goodness daily, and those who do know this
higher character of God, which we call love. They now
know something of this mutual affection which the
Triune God has enjoyed for all eternity. In using this
phrase, “God is love,” John points to what the love of
God really means. To summarize, it means that God
through Christ saved sinners. God is more than good
to believers. God, for His own sake, expresses this
higher character to the believer, that is love. God’s love
is something that He chooses to bestow on His children for His own sake. Look at 1 John 3:1. Here the
apostle seems to be amazed at this. “Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that we should
be called children of God.” And, because God sees the
love that He gave us as being for His own sake, this love
must be in us. John Calvin said: “The true knowledge
of God necessarily produces love in us.” The “beloved,”
the “brethren,” the “children of God,” in order to reflect

God’s image and follow His commandments, and love
others, God produces love in them for His sake.
You might think, “but doesn’t everyone loves someone to some degree?” Yes, the world displays love. We
see good deeds being done all around us. There is a lot
done for the welfare of others by unselfish acts. But
this is more of a natural love, an outward display of
love. But, remember what the apostle Paul said in 1
Corinthians 13:3 “Though I bestow all my goods to feed
the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but
have not love, it profits me nothing.” God looks at the
heart. He sees the new heart in believers and the love
that He gave with it. He commands us to put it to use
and increase it more and more by loving one another.
Also, this is a love that people will notice. It sets
us apart from the world. Jesus said in John 13:34-35,
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another; as I have loved you, …. By this all will know
that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
Our love for the brethren will show.
The world doesn’t much like it. Look at 1 John 3:13,
“Do not marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.
Jesus said in John. 15:19, “I chose you out of the world,
therefore, the world hates you.” We should be overjoyed,
and have courage. Look at 1 John 3:14, “We know that
we have passed from death to life, because we love the
brethren.” Because God chose us and gave us a love for
the brethren, however small, we know we have passed
from death to life. That’s how meaningful this love is.
Now, maybe you thought you generated this love for
other believers by yourself. No! This is a gift from
God. He made you a Christian to give you this gift.
So, as we recognize all of this, do you see how it should
cause thankfulness and give assurance?
Out of love for one another, we’re to do things for
them out of compassion, whether we feel personal
affection for them or not. It’s a sacrificial, self-denying
love. It’s a 1 Corinthians 13 kind of love. Love suffers long and is kind; it does not envy, does not parade
itself, is not puffed up, does not behave rudely or seek
its own, and so on. Certainly we are imperfect in carrying this out. But there is a promise of a certain kind
of perfection as soon as we receive it, even though it
grows progressively in us. “If we love one another, God
abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” (1
John 4:12) But just knowing that we have the love
that God gave us as a beginning, we ought to love one
another more and more. That’s our first point.
May-Jun 2017 | 21

We ought to love one another because God
so loved us

Our second point is that we ought to love one another
because God so loved us! Look at verse 9. Here John
fleshes out more of what he means by the phrase: God
is love. Here it is. In this the love of God was manifested
toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world that we might live through Him. Sounds like John
3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.” God so loved us by sending His
Son into this wicked world so that all who come out of
the world’s wicked population and now believe in Him,
these ones will not perish as they deserve, but will have
eternal life. This is how the love of God was manifested
toward us. It has now appeared in God’s own Son, Jesus
the Christ.
We can think of many examples of how God has
shown us His love. He’s given us the earth and dominion of it. We have years of life, breath, and all things,
daytime and night time, order in creation, daily provisions, and relative comfort. But the primary example of
the love of God for us is that He sent His only begotten Son, not one of many, but His only begotten Son to
save us from eternal death and redeem us to eternal life.
Since we have knowledge of God by the Holy Spirit,
and believe this is the chief end of why Christ was sent
by His Father, exposing Him to death for our personal
sake, we should follow this command to live through
Him and to love one another as we ought.
John continues in verse 10, “In this is love, not that we
loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.” Here, the apostle makes
another important point. God did not love us because
we loved Him. It isn’t that by our own righteousness,
hearing that Christ laid down His life for us, we came
to our senses and began to generate a love for God as we
reasoned things out, seeing the error of our ways. And
now God, looking down on all this, begins to likes us.
No! We were corrupt and depraved, enemies of His
righteousness. So it’s not that we loved God. He loved
us first. In fact, He fore-loved us and predestined us to
life, putting us in Christ, even before the foundation of
the world. And later, in the fulness of times, He sent
His Son as from a fountain of love, again, for God is
love. While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
Now, if we were saved from before the foundation of
the world, why did Christ have to die for us? Well, until
we apprehended the righteousness that God gives us, we
were still at enmity with God, and He was at enmity
with us. Until Christ’s death, He is wrathful against our
22 | Reformed Herald 73 / 3

sin and sinful nature, and rightly so. His wrath against
sin is in perfect harmony with His love. It displays His
love for His perfect righteousness. Yet, somehow, that
wrath had to be pacified in a just and holy way, which
we’re unable to do. But God so loved us, He provided
that way. He sent His Perfect Son to be a propitiation,
a sacrifice by His death.
Do you remember John 3:17? “For God did not send
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that
through Him, the world might be saved.” How is it that
through Christ the world was saved? The answer is in
our text in verse 10, “. . . He loved us and sent His Son to
be the propitiation for our sins.” Jesus was sent, by His
Father, to be an atoning sacrifice so that God’s wrath
towards our sins would be turned away, allowing Him
to carry through with His ordained plan to love His
brethren beyond our greatest imagination. Now God
may be justly propitious, favorable, kind, merciful and
gracious, ready to forgive sins and bestow benefits on
the sinner. Oh, the beauty of propitiation! Isn’t that a
good word? This is how God so loved us. It’s how we
know love.
1 John 3:16 tells us: “By this we know love, because
He laid down His life for us. And we also ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren.” That’s how much God
loved us! Would you do that? Would you lay down
your life for another? Would you give your child for
another, your only child? But God so loved us, that He
“sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might
live through Him.” (1 John 4:9) Describing how God so
loved us, and seeing the depth and the sacrifice of the
love that is of God, the apostle John reaches this conclusion, “Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one
another.” (verse 11)
So, what’s the application? We’re to recognize this
love that we see in ourselves, of enjoying worship and
fellowship with other believers. This love is not of ourselves. It is a gift from God, and it’s precious. It came at
a great cost to God. It is so meaningful, assuring us we
have been forgiven of our sins and have been placed in a
state of eternal blessedness. So, with the understanding
of God’s love and of the depth of its cost and benefits,
we should know that because God gave us His love, and
so loved us, that that’s why we ought to love one another.
This to the glory of God the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. Amen.
PRAYER OF APPLICATION: Our sovereign and
loving God in heaven, we praise Your name for Your
mighty works of creation and redemption. We thank
You for the love You’ve instilled in us. We know it came
from an operation You performed on our hearts that

made us a Christian. So we have Your love. We’ve been
taught Your commandments, and we do them. But we
ask for Your Holy Spirit in increasing our love for the
brethren. Work in us Lord, as we strive to walk worthy
of this calling, with all lowliness and gentleness, with
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. Help us be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, even as God in Christ forgave us.
As You freely loved us, help us love others the same way.

We know how to do this. You’ve taught us. Forgive us
when we fail in not doing what we know to do. We pray
for Your Holy Spirit to guide us in loving the brethren
as Jesus commands. We pray for a greater understanding of the love You gave us, and of how You so loved us,
so that we will love one another as we ought. We pray
this in Jesus’ name. Amen. rh
Elder Kip Matkins
Grace RCUS, Rapid City, SD

The Five Points of Arminianism

The Five Points of Calvinism

1. Partial depravity: sinners are not totally
depraved and therefore are able by their
own freewill to repent and believe in Christ
in order to be saved.

1. Total Depravity: sinners are totally depraved and therefore are unable to repent
and believe in Christ in order to be saved
(Ephesians 2:1).

2. Conditional Election: before time began,
God elected to save anyone on the condition they would of their own freewill
repent and believe in Christ.

2. Unconditional Election: before time began, God unconditionally elected to give
repentance and faith to a definite number
of totally depraved sinners (Acts 13:48).

3. Unlimited Atonement: Christ died to
make salvation possible for everyone, but it
depends on them to accept Christ by their
own freewill.

3. Limited Atonement: Christ’s death secured the salvation of His elect in every
nation by paying the eternal penalty for
their sin, leaving no penalty for them to
pay, and securing for them the gift of faith
(John 10:15).

4. Resistible Grace: since fallen man is
partially depraved, it is within his power
to accept God’s regenerating grace or to
reject it. Man must first believe and then he
is regenerated.
5. Salvation can be lost: by willful disobedience Christians can lose their salvation.

4. Irresistible Grace: God’s regenerating
grace irresistibly overcomes man’s total
depravity by working true faith in his heart
(Acts 16:14). A dead man cannot resist being resurrected!
5. Perseverance of the saints: Christians
cannot lose their salvation, because “nothing can separate us from the love of God”
(Romans 8:39). Though believers may, like
David, commit horrible sins, yet God always
brings them back to repentance, just like He
did with David (Psalm 51).
(Summary provided by Rev. David Fagrey, Rapid City, SD)
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ChurchNews
News from Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church,
Manitowoc, WI

On April 30, 2017, we were delighted to receive into
membership Toby and Angie Heier, who renewed
their profession of Christian faith. Their daughter,
Rachel, was also baptized into God’s covenant promises on that day.
Also, three covenant children were confirmed in
the Christian faith on April 9, 2017. They are, left to
right, Christopher Sorensen, Lindsey Pankratz, and
Morgan Stock.
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Grace Reformed Church in Mitchell, SD, is pleased
to announce the recent baptisms of four covenant
children. On March 19th, Mason Joseph and Wyatt
Robert Score were baptized and on April 2nd, Drake
Loren and Maci Patricia Wolbrink were. Mason is a
little older and his parents had decided to wait to baptize him when his brother was born. While Wyatt’s
mother, Katie, was pregnant with him, however, it was
discovered that Wyatt had a serious and potentially
life-threatening birth defect. The church prayed for
the Score family for many months. Wyatt had to have
emergency corrective surgery
within hours of being born but
is full healed and developing
normally. Baptizing both him
and his brother was cause for
rejoicing for the whole church
family.
The
Wolbrink
family
recently moved back to South
Dakota from Florida and it was
a joy not only to welcome them
home but to add their children to the church. We praise
the Lord for his goodness to
the Scores and Wolbrinks and
pray his continued covenant
blessings on them and us.

