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While the earth remains, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, winter and summer, 

And day and night shall not cease. 
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IIt’s a common motto: “Always let your conscience be your guide.” It’s plain and simple. 
It could be one of those reminders on the bathroom mirror checked before going out 

to face the challenges of yet another day lived in these perilous last days (2 Tim.3:1-6).  
Our consciences are intimately involved in our responses not only to the strongholds 
that exalt themselves over God, but how we relate to brothers and sisters in the Lord 
who might conscientiously respond differently to an issue.  

“Always let your conscience be your guide” turns out to be too simplistic and at times, 
even bad advice. To rightly understand conscience, we need better than a twitter-like blurb.  
God’s Word, the gospel, should always be our primary authority, also as it concerns the 
conscience (see, for instance, Acts 24:16, Rom. 2:15, I Cor 8:7, 2 Cor 1:12, I Tim 3:19, 
I Peter 3:21). But gleanings from that Word by Christian theologians, including confes-
sional statements, are very helpful.  Conscience is given a weighty place in the Christian 
life, because the conscience has to do with God. Theologian R.C Sproul explains:

“…to understand the conscience, we must go further than dividing special and general rev-
elation. Within general revelation, we must distinguish between mediate general revelation 
(creation*) and immediate general revelation…. Immediate general revelation is revelation 
that is transmitted to every human being without an external medium.  It’s internal, not ex-
ternal.  It’s the revelation that God plants in the soul of every person.  God reveals his law in 
the mind of every human being by planting a conscience within each of us.” (from article posted 
on desiringGod website)     (*added by editor)

In fallen Adam, the conscience of non-redeemed man is described as defiled (Titus 
1:15) or evil (Heb 10:22; part of man’s depraved nature.  The conscience becomes cleansed 
(Heb. 10:22), good (I Tim 1:5), and clear (Acts 24:16) only by the work of the Holy 
Spirit unto faith in Jesus Christ, who is yet sanctifying it in this present life. 

Martin Luther experienced that gracious work of God and gave one of best -known 
references to conscience in his “Here I Stand Speech” at the Diet of Worms in 1521. 
Luther had already been excommunicated by Pope Leo who had condemned Luther’s 
writings as heretical. Luther, convicted by the gospel testimony, had published tracts stat-
ing that man is saved by faith alone, a stark deviation from the Roman Catholic Church’s 
sacraments as instruments of salvation. Luther’s “stand” was clearly conscience-based: 

 “I am bound by the Scriptures I have quoted.  My conscience is captive to the Word of 
God.  I cannot and I will not retract anything, because it is neither safe nor right to go against 
conscience” (quoted in the July 2005 issue of the Journal of Lutheran Ethics, as are all the 
following Luther quotes).

A little later, Luther gave this definition: “ …Conscience is not the power to do works, but 
to judge them.  The proper work of conscience, as Paul says in Romans 2, is to accuse or excuse, 
to make guilty or guiltless, uncertain or certain.  Its purpose is not to do but to pass judgment 
on what has been done and what should be done, and this judgement makes us stand accused 
or saved in God’s sight.

John Calvin gave a rather similar definition of “conscience”:   
For it is a certain mean between God and man, because it does not allow man to suppress 

within himself what he knows, but pursues him to the points of convicting him. This is what 
Paul understands when he teaches that conscience also testifies to men, where their thoughts 
either accuses or excuses them in God’s judgement (Rom.2:15-16) (Institutes, III 19:15). 

Calvin also made the vital point that “our consciences do not have to do with men but with 
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God alone” (Institutes IV: 10:5), as did the Scottish Presbyterian 
James Bannerman, in his classic work on ecclesiology, The Church 
of Christ, wherein he penned this: 

“[The conscience] is a sanctuary where God alone may enter, and 
where none but God may rule.”

The Westminster Confession of Faith, chapter 20, states this 
truth very succinctly:  

“God alone is the Lord of the conscience*, and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and commandments of men, which are, in anything, 
contrary to His Word; or beside it, if matters of faith, or worship.”  
*Citing here Rom 14:4 and James 4:12.  

Martin Luther made it clear that:
 “I am bound by the Scriptures…. “My conscience is captive to the 

Word of God.” 
This is a pivotal statement of the Reformation.  The conscience 

is not in bondage to church tradition, to ceremonies, nor the com-
mandments of men, only to God’s Word, the Holy Scriptures.  
The conscience has liberty (but it is not absolute) from anything 
else that would seek to bind it, to compel it to judge as it does. 
But the conscience is bound by God’s Word so the conscience 
may not to go against the clear or reasonably derived (as in our 
confessions) teachings of Scripture. 

As Luther also said: 
“…it is neither safe not right to go against the conscience.” For 

Luther (see his definition above) the conscience acts not in the 
abstract, but in the sight of, before the face of God (coram deo). 
To go against the conscience would be to go against God before 
whose face we live; to go against Him who rules the conscience, 
to go against His Word.  Of course, no one can or will self-con-
sciously live life coram deo apart from God’s grace through faith. 
And only by faith in Christ Jesus, may sinners live before God 
with a conscience truly at peace with God, that is, with a “good” 
conscience.  Calvin, in his Institutes (3:19:15) references I Peter 
3:21: the response of a good conscience to God and makes the 
point that a good conscience is equivalent to peace of mind when, 
convinced of Christ’s grace, we fearlessly present ourselves before God.  

A “good” conscience is of faith in Jesus. He is the Truth and as 
we believe in Him our conscience judges our thoughts, words and 
actions on the basis of truth. The truth (gospel) is that our sins 
are fully atoned for by Jesus’ sacrifice and His perfect righteous-
ness is imputed to us by faith. Our Christian consciences judge us 
guiltless in the sight of God even as our own unrighteous actions 
(sin) would otherwise accuse us before the sight of God. With 
the good conscience of faith, we can present ourselves fearlessly 
before God because we are no longer under God’s condemna-
tion (Rom.5:1, Rom 8:1, Heb.10:22). We are acquitted, so sin 
may no longer accuse us (Heb.10:2). No matter the unholiness 
we might wade in during the week, the gospel (we need to keep 
hearing it!) assures our conscience that we are holy in the sight of 
God.  What comfort! And how useful the Christian conscience 
is as a guardian against sin in thought, word and deed. May we 

be zealous to have the Truth be sanctifying and strengthening 
our consciences.

The good conscience of the Christian faith that is equivalent 
to peace of mind is bound only by God’s Word, but that liberty 
is not absolute.  Its liberty is limited by the law of God. The 
conscience is not at liberty to pursue the lusts of the flesh as Paul 
teaches in Gal. 5:13) The conscience of a professing Christians 
that allows ( justifies, makes excuses for) what God forbids is a 
conscience not to be followed. And note the second part of Gal. 
5:13:  but through love serve one another. So, the law of love 
also limits the conscience’s liberty. Love acts to not harm, not be a 
stumbling block to, another’s conscience (I Cor.8:9). Love respects 
the other’s conscience and is careful not be a cause of his sinning 
against it, for that conscience might be weak or misinformed.  
Compassionately teaching the truth, certainly not judgmental 
binding, would be the loving thing to do.

And further, conscience’s liberty is also limited by authorities 
appointed by God. Paul wrote, Rom.13:5: Therefore, one must 
be in subjection (to the governing civil authorities), not only to 
avoid God’s wrath, but also for the sake of conscience (ESV). 
Because conscience says to do so is right, except when that au-
thority mandates a violation of God’s Word; then we must obey 
God rather than men (Acts 5:29). 

The liberty of conscience may also be limited by Christ’s duly 
appointed church authorities (apostles, then elders) as testified by 
the Jerusalem Council of Acts 15. Its action, via letter, essentially 
unbound the consciences of gentile believers from the burden-
some yoke of circumcision as necessary for salvation, as Judaists 
within the church had lawlessly tried to impose, and rather im-
posed much less burdensome requirements (Acts 15:28).

The liberty of conscience is indeed liberty,  only with the quali-
fications Scripture places upon it. Might we be prone to cause 
divisiveness by not honoring other believer’s libety of conscience?  
In disputable matters (Rom.14:1), that is, where the Scriptures 
do not give a clear directive, are we not prone, even as Christians 
whose consciences have been cleansed, to at times neglect the law 
of love. Because my conscience directs me to do this this way, or 
not to do this, you should too, and the liberty of conscience of the 
other is overlooked. Wouldn’t the issue of getting or not getting a 
covid vaccine be a matter of liberty of conscience that ought to be 
respected? The law of love diligently practiced would foster the 
unity to which we Christians are called (Eph 4) and would help 
prevent the divisiveness that at times rears its ugly head within a 
local church or denomination when consciences are not allowed 
their scriptural liberty.

May the Lord of our consciences continue to sanctify them to 
His glory in the church.  

Rev. George Horner 
Ridgeland, SC
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TThe prophet Isaiah is estimated to be either quoted or 
alluded to some 115 times by New Testament authors, 

with fifty-eight direct quotations from forty-one different 
passages; Isaiah 6:9-10 being the most frequently quoted pas-
sage.  At the time, the LORD had commissioned Isaiah to: “Go, 
and say to this people: ‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; 
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ Make the heart of this 
people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they 
see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand 
with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” (Isa 6.9–10) At the 
time the message Isaiah was sent to proclaim a message that 
people neither knew nor understood; a message conveyed by 
the very meaning of Isaiah’s name… the LORD saves! 

Luke, the author of one of the New Testament accounts of 
the Gospel as well as the book of Acts quotes the apostle Paul as 
applying Isaiah 6:9-10 to his own experience of proclaiming the 
Gospel several hundred years later. (Acts 28.25–27) What this 
tells us is that whether in Isaiah’s day or Paul’s, the problem people 
experienced with the Gospel appears to be the same.  What people 
struggle to know and understand is that the LORD saves. 

Turning away from the LORD either by rejecting or altering his 
way of salvation which he has revealed in his Word, only leaves 
us to ourselves to save ourselves; to strike and to be struck down 
by one another until our heads become sick, our hearts faint, 
our bodies covered with bruises, sores, and raw wounds, while 
our country lies desolate and our cities burn as if overthrown by 
foreigners. (Isa 1.5-7)  

Such was the promise and warning given by the LORD 
through the prophet Isaiah in the late 7th century B.C., pro-
claimed by the apostle Paul in the 1st century A.D., and by the 
true Church still today… the good news that through grace alone, 

by faith alone, in Christ alone, for the glory of God alone, the 
LORD saves! It’s the Gospel… a promise and a warning which 
has been a fact of history since the fall in Genesis 3 and will 
continue to be a fact of history until Christ’s return.call them 
highlights as they bring me a bit of sadness. The first “highlight” 
is that Pastor Phil Poe will be retiring at the end of June due to 
health. He had experienced a mini stroke at the end of 2020. 
Phil has recovered well, but he has stated that the effects of the 
mini stroke has slowed him down. As your reporter, I will miss 
brother Phil’s presence at future classis meetings. I consider Phil 
not only my colleague, but also a friend and beloved brother in 
Christ. We give thanks to God for our brother’s many years in 
ministry. The second “highlight” is that the abstract for the 36th an-
nual spring meeting of the NPC will be dedicated to the memory of 
Rev. Robert Grossmann, a son of the NPC. Robert grew up in this 
classis, pastored in this classis, and was buried in the boundaries 
of this classis (Hosmer, SD). Although he is with the Lord, his 
many years of faithful ministry continues to impact pastors and 
congregants throughout the NPC.

The members of Eureka Reformed Church showed us tre-
mendous hospitality and made sure that no delegate went home 
famished (I still have kuchen in my fridge). The delegates ex-
pressed this thanks to our brothers and sitor your excellent service 
of love, which you expressed for us, as you provided delicious meals, 
delectable snacks, and plenty of fresh coffee while we conducted our 
labors! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May our Lord 
return His blessings down upon you all! In Christ’s love and ours!”

By Rev. Michael Lassley 
Watertown, SD

The Lord Saves!
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Covenant 
Youth Camp 

Report for Reformed Herald

TThe 2021 church camp of Covenant East Classis, hosted 
by the volunteers from our Manitowoc, Wisconsin con-

gregation at nearby Camp Sinawa in Valders, Wisconsin, was 
a huge success.  In fact, we set a number of records.  For some 
historical perspective, Covenant Youth Camp was begun in 
July 1991.  Th at fi rst year there were representatives from 2 
churches with an attendance of 2 pastors, 2 women counselors, 
and 16 campers.  In July 2021, thirty years later, we had repre-
sentatives from 9 churches with an attendance of 6 pastors, 2 
adult male counselors, 8 women counselors, and 78 campers.  
Two of the churches who sent students are not even RCUS, so 
it was a special blessing to branch out and get to create poten-
tial long-term connections with those of like-precious faith.  

We had our fi rst ever power outage (during a lesson on 
how to deal with anxiety and panic attacks!), lots of rain, and 
our fi rst egg-bake breakfast.  Th e fellowship was fi rst-rate and 
the annual Talent Show is always a special treat.  

Th e theme for the lessons this year was “Answering Hate 
with Biblical Love.”  Our theme verse is found in the words of 
Jesus, “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” ( John 13:35)  Th e pastors gave lessons 
titled, “Answering Hate with Biblical Love: Defi ning our Words,” 
“Loving Who You Are in Christ: Answering the Hatred that 
leads to Suicide,” “Loving God: Answering the Hatred that comes 
Natural,” “Loving the Circumstances God gives You: Answering 
the Hatred that leads to Anxiety,” and “Loving Your Enemies: 
Answering the Hatred that leads to Fighting.”  Along with the 
lessons and the fellowship, campers enjoyed many games, boat-
ing, tubing, campfi res, and more.  

We praise God for the successful camp this year and look 
ahead to next year.  If you know of someone interested or looking 
for a camp with solid Biblical teaching and great Christian friend-
ship, plan now to attend Covenant Youth Camp in Wisconsin 
on July 5-8, 2022!  

     Dr. Kyle A. Sorensen
Manitowoc, WI
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The Sad Truth 
Of A Gay Culture

IIt has been over five years since the United States Supreme 
Court handed down an opinion that same sex marriage is 

constitutional. The way sinful nature works, including ours, we 
find that time has a habit of causing us to become accustomed 
to that which once outraged us. Perhaps it is time for us to 
revisit the issue.

First, clearly, homosexual marriage (unlike bigamy and in-
cest!?!?) is, at this point in time, considered constitutional. Our 
highest court has declared this. However, what is allegedly al-
lowed in the constitution and what is allowed in the Bible are 
two separate questions. There are several passages of Scripture 
that speak to the homosexual lifestyle. One clear passage, I Cor-
inthians 6.9-10, says, “Do you not know that the unrighteous will 
not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither 
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor 
sodomites, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, 
nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.” 

There are, of course, other passages as well. Leviticus 18.22 
says, “You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an 
abomination.” In the New Testament, we read that this sin is 
a judgement of God on those who reject the Gospel. He wrote 
in Romans 1.24-27, “Therefore God also gave them up to un-
cleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonour their bodies 
among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, 
and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, 
who is blessed forever. Amen. For this reason God gave them 
up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural 
use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the 
natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, 
men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in 
themselves the penalty of their error which was due.”

Without distorting the plain sense of these words, no one can 
claim that the Bible brands the homosexual lifestyle as anything 
but sin and a rejection of God.

 There are two things I find particularly obnoxious. The first 

is that some people attempt to twist the Bible into saying that 
homosexuality is acceptable. They tell us that, clearly, the Bible 
cannot possibly mean what it says because God’s love is inclusive 
of every human being. This is not true. In fact, there are homo-
sexuals who admit that the Bible condemns their behaviour. 
It’s just that they choose not to care. One example of this is the 
famous British actor, Sir Ian McKellen, best known for playing 
Gandalf in the Lord of the Rings movies. This actor is a homo-
sexual who is outspoken concerning what he terms “gay rights.”

Time Magazine interviewed Sir Ian on the back page of its 
24 December 2012 issue. He had a couple interesting things 
to say.  For one thing, although he obviously was not against 
homosexuality, he said, “I always thought the one advantage of 
being gay was that you didn’t have to get married.” This shows 
that, on some level, Sir Ian recognises that, whatever you wish to 
call a homosexual partnership, it isn’t marriage. He even calls not 
having to get married an advantage. Second, he was asked, “Do 
you still rip Leviticus 18 out of hotel Bibles?” His answer was yes. 

I have to say that I have a grudging respect for Sir Ian to the 
extent that he is not a hypocrite. He understands that a literal 
reading of the Bible brands homosexuality as sin. In order to 
make it fit, certain verses have to be ripped out. Faced with the 
choice between the Bible, the Christian faith, and his homosexual 
lifestyle, he chooses his lifestyle. This was not a godly decision, but 
it was far more honest than those who try, under the pretence of 
being inclusive, to deny that God really meant what he said in the 
Bible. They, in effect, tear pages from the Bible as well. Sir Ian, on 
the other hand, knows exactly what God has to say on this issue. 

The second problem I have is that those who oppose homosexu-
ality are accused of homophobia. According to the Oxford English 
Dictionary, in my humble opinion the gold standard of English 
lexicography, a phobia is “fear, horror, or aversion, especially of a 
morbid character. In psychology, an abnormal or irrational fear 
or dread which is caused by a particular object or circumstance.”

Therefore, it is said that those who agree with the Bible that 
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homosexuality is a sin are irrational and abnormal. It is a small 
step away from saying they are mentally ill. 

This implies that there is no rational or sane reason to have 
a religious conviction that homosexuality is a sin. Now to be 
sure, there are extremists. The members of the Westboro Baptist 
Church in Kansas were infamous for protesting at the funerals of 
American soldiers killed in combat, believing they died because 
of homosexuality in American life. However, leaving the extremes 
to one side, no honest person can rightly say that everyone who 
agrees with what the Bible says about homosexuality is moti-
vated by hate or insanity. This is entirely unjust and certainly 
not rational. The problem with the present attitude in America 
is that, not only must homosexuals have a right to live as they 
please, everyone else must say the same thing, right down to the 
gender-based pronouns we use. (One is so tempted to fire back 
with some gender neutral adjectives of one’s own!)

This attitude is true of few other issues. There are churches 
which would preach against the use of tobacco and alcohol. You do 
not see the grocery stores rising up in indignation, attempting to 
silence them, branding them with “tobaccophobia” (if that’s even a 
word). Grocery chains do not take churches to court for refusing 
to serve alcohol at church functions. Then consider the issue of 
abortion, a subject on which the RCUS, and myself personally, 
have very strong feelings. Although there is a history of conflict 
and even violence by some extreme elements, those opposed to 
abortion are not, at this point in time, accused of the same level 
of “evil” as those fascist homophobes. Certainly, there are efforts 
to curtail the extent to which the pro-life movement are allowed 
to protest, but nothing as extreme as the hostility of those who 
refuse to approve of homosexuality. 

Why do those who demand tolerance towards homosexuals 
deny the same tolerance towards others who are of a different 
point of view? In my opinion, you could call it homophobiaphobia. 
(You won’t find that word in the Oxford or any other dictionary!)

It was Associate Justice Anthony Kennedy who wrote the Su-
preme Court decision in favour of same sex marriage. Towards 
the end of his opinion he wrote, “Finally, it must be emphasised 
that religions, and those who adhere to religious doctrines, may 
continue to advocate with utmost, sincere conviction that, by 
divine precepts, same-sex marriage should not be condoned. 
The First Amendment ensures that religious organisations and 
persons are given proper protection as they seek to teach the 
principles that are so fulfilling and so central to their lives and 
faiths, and to their own deep aspirations to continue the family 
structure they have long revered. The same is true of those who 
oppose same-sex marriage for other reasons.”

Clearly, the Supreme Court recognised the rights of churches 
and individuals to denounce same sex marriage as deep sin. Chris-
tians are as free to disagree loudly with the Supreme Court as gay 
marriage advocates are to disagree with the Bible. To sum it all 
up, the Bible clearly says that homosexuality is a sin. You can deny 

this if you like, but you cannot claim the Bible is on your side.
Finally, I want to say that we do not hate homosexuals. We are 

all sinners, whether we are talking about homosexuality, lying, 
gossip, or taking God’s name in vain. God’s message to all of us 
is the same. We must repent of our sins and trust in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, submitting to every command of Scripture. “Depart 
from evil, and do good; seek peace, and pursue it.” (Psalm 34.14).

I want to end with a few general comments. Speaking for my-
self, I am not dismayed by what is going on. I recall the parable 
of the wheat and the tares in Matthew 13.24-30,36-43. Back in 
the 1950’s, case in point, Christian influence caused unbelievers 
to be restrained in their behaviour. The line between Christian 
and non-Christian appeared outwardly to be blurred. 

In 1964, New York Governor Nelson Rockefeller failed in 
his presidential campaign partly because he had been divorced 
and remarried. You can argue as to whether such a judgment is 
fair, however this does show that the public had some developed 
moral sense.  On a superficial level, you had to look closer than 
you do today to discern who were Christians and who are not.

Today, the division between believer and unbeliever is much 
more dramatic. The near total destruction of public morals has 
seen to this. And the tares will undoubtedly grow worse. How-
ever, the wheat is developing as well. Christians are becoming 
more vocal in standing up against evolution, abortion, and other 
evils. A lot of the hostility the wicked show towards Christians is 
because, knowingly or unknowingly, they feel threatened by us.

They have every reason to feel threatened – not so much by us 
as by God. On the other hand, we are not threatened by anybody. 
As we read in Romans 8.31, “What shall we then say to these 
things? If God be for us, who can be against us?”

Remember, although God does not find the unrestrained evil 
of men amusing, it does make him laugh. We read in Psalm 2.1-6, 
“Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing? 
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel 
together, against the Lord and against his anointed, saying, let 
us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. 
He that sitteth in the heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have 
them in derision. Then shall he speak unto them in his wrath, 
and vex them in his sore displeasure. Yet have I set my king upon 
my holy hill of Zion.”

So, take a stand against evil, but remember God is king. The 
tares are headed for an eternal bonfire. The wheat are predestined 
to dwell with Christ.

Rev. David Dawn
Sioux Falls, SD
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…are the words inscribed on the band which was wrapped around the souvenir T-shirt from our recent visit to the Ark Encounter, 
which stands as a strong witness among the beautiful rolling green hills of northern Kentucky. Some of you no doubt have also had 
the blessing of experiencing this magnificent structure.

Perhaps many of you, like me, when reading the account in 
Scripture of Noah’s long and arduous task have likely wondered 
how this was even possible. Modern technology has its advan-
tages, but we must look beyond to who God is and who Noah was. 
While a just and righteous God was grieved by man’s wickedness 
on the earth, His grace and mercy chose Noah, “…a just man, 
perfect in His generations…who walked with God.” (Genesis 6:9) 
“Thus Noah did; according to all that God commanded him...” 
(Genesis 6:22)

The unbelieving world laughs at sin and carries on “as in the 
days of Noah,” not heeding God’s warnings. I was again struck 
by this somber reality and so very thankful at how blessed and 
undeserving we are as God’s special people to receive His grace 
and mercy and be delivered from destruction.

How are we, like Noah, able to live in this world and persevere 
for so long in the face of trials and persecution? The answer to 

this question may be found in Hebrews 11:7. “By faith Noah, 
being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly 
fear, prepared an ark for the saving of His household, by which 
he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness 
through faith.” 

We too are heirs of Christ’s righteousness through faith. May 
each of us be encouraged and comforted in, “…the God of peace 
who brought up our Lord Jesus from the dead, that Great Shep-
herd of the sheep, through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
make you complete in every good work to do His will, working 
in you what is well-pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.” (Hebrews 13:20-21)

God has remembered you and me!
Eileen Gallimore
Rapid City, SD

God Remembered Noah...
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Standing in the Faith - Defending the Faith - Spreading the Faith

July-august 2021

Dear Co-laborers in Christian
Missions:
Grace, mercy, and peace from
God our Father and our Lord
Jesus Christ be unto you. We
have much to give thanks for
about God’s work in Nepal.

Mercy Center—Chitwan
(South Central Nepal)

Sanish and his father, Pastor
Pandey, want you to know they
are so very thankful for your
love, prayer, support, and
encouragement. They ask for
your continued prayers and
support to continue to assist
them in their Gospel labors.
They know there is much to do

in Christ’s name in the country
of Nepal.
It is always cause for rejoicing to
see new families growing in
faith and learning from God’s
Word. It's been a very hard
season for many people in the
hilly area, where we have small
fellowship groups, as they have
been adversely affected by
mudslides. The rain was so
heavy that one of our meeting
places was swept away by the
mud. Some of the families there
are struggling for food. Sanish
and Pastor Pandey have been
able to provide some cooking
dishes, one sack of rice, oil, salt
and one tent. The mudslides
made it difficult to travel to

these areas, but by God’s
grace fellowship is
continuing to be held. Bible
study time continues every
Monday and Tuesday where
the people are nourished by
the Word of God. Some
fellowships are still being
held online and visiting
people in small groups has
gradually been resumed.
Care and training continues
daily at the orphanage by
God’s grace. Thank you for

praying and supporting our
orphans. We thank the Lord
that all of the children are well
now and none of them had
any lasting complications
from COVID19. However, one
of them came down with Bush
Typhus (caused by insect
larvae) and others were sick
with the flu which
necessitated taking them to
the hospital. The children are
doing well in their studies and
were even able to take some
of their classes online. They

will soon take their final exams.

KATHMANDU (Capital City)
Janak and Purna are grateful for
the prayers and support of
God’s people here in the United
States. In recent months they
have been blessed to share the
Gospel with many who are
living in the slums of
Kathmandu. As you would
think, a very important part of
their slum ministry is finding
and distributing food to the
poor. They are very glad to help
provide for the physical needs of
the poor, but they are especially
happy to share about God’s love
as revealed in the work of Jesus
Christ on the cross. Please pray
that God would to use these

BBIIBBLLEE SSTTUUDDYYOOUURR OORRPPHHAANNSS
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endeavors to heal souls and lift
up the downcast, bringing them
into the everlasting kingdom.
Pray for Janak and Purna to not
be discouraged but to press on
in offering hope and peace in
Jesus’ name for those who are in
desperate need of it.
Pastor Purna recently visited a
new house church. He shared
with them that there were some
very poor families near Nepal’s
border with China in
Sindupalchok (see picture) who
needed help. Praise God that
they happily gave clothes for the
poor there. Purna also reports
that more Bibles and song books
are needed for some of the
newer churches that God is
raising up. Please help us if you
are able and pray that the Lord
will provide for those needs.

KOHALPUR/BARDIYA
(Western Nepal)

Pastors Mohan, Prashant, and
Udaya are busy with the Gospel
ministry in the Kohalpur/
Bardiya area of Nepal. Just like
Kathmandu, the people in this
area could use our help with
food. Our pastors went out

recently and were able to
distribute food to forty-five
people in five different districts.
Some of the poorest, who had
been without any food at all,
were able to eat because of the
supplies given to them Jesus’
name.
The proclamation of the Gospel
is also seeing fruit. In the past
few months, twelve new families
have professed faith in Christ
and sixteen new believers were
baptized into the covenant
community. Baptisms like these
are of great encouragement to
our brothers and sisters in
Nepal. As in the book of Acts,
baptism testifies to them, and us,
that God is at work. He is
growing His church! Let us be
encouraged to pray more for
God’s gracious work in Nepal.
There is a wonderful account
that happened recently of a
sixteen year old girl named Rani
from Salyan, who heard the
good news of Jesus Christ and
came to trust Him as her Lord
and Saviour. Being a young
woman, her family is eager to
see her marry, but Rani wants to
study God’s word. Her family is

very poor. When one
of our pastors heard
about them, he gave
them some food to
help and also gave
them the Bread of Life
in the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. We
are so happy to report
that they too are now
growing in Christ!
Dear friends, as we
continue to work in
Nepal, pray for our
weekly online Zoom
classes which we host
with the church
leaders there. We are

studying hermeneutics (how to
read and understand the Bible).
Please pray for wisdom to know
when we should attempt to
travel to Nepal again. I hope that
Pastor Howard Sloan and I will
be able to return to Nepal in
order to teach in person. We
want to discuss future ministry
plans which include starting
Bible schools and a seminary at
our three Mercy Centers. The
Nepali church leaders are eager
to further their Biblical and
theological knowledge as well.
As always, we are truly grateful
for your continued support. God
is using you to accomplish His
purposes on the other side of the
world.

In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Rev. Dennis E. Roe
WBM’s Field Chairman to Nepal

Please send dona�ons to:
Westminster Biblical Missions, Inc.
P.O. Box 212
Rising Sun, Maryland 21911

Make checks payable to “WBM”
Note “Nepal” on your check
Or Use PayPal on our web site at
www.wbminc.org and go to “Dona�ons”
and then Nepal

http://wbminc.org/index.php/our-fields/nepal

SSiinndduuppaallcchhookk RRaannii
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A Pastor’s Reflections  
on the Road to becoming  

a Doctor of Ministry
Why I Pursued Continuing Ministry Education

AAfter 5-7 years of pastoral ministry, I realized what most 
pastors do: it is very easy to lose the edge of the pastoral 

skills we sharpened back in seminary.  What can be done about 
this?  In our culture, we expect doctors to maintain their edu-
cational skills and certification so they can properly care for 
our physical health.  We expect electricians and engineers to 
maintain their job skills and certification so they can maintain 
the safety of our buildings and bridges.  What about the skills of 
those who are entrusted with our spiritual health?  Pastors must 
“give attention to reading, to exhortation, and to doctrine.” (1 
Tim. 4:13) Timothy was commanded, AFTER he was already 
ordained and had served as a pastor for a few years, “Be diligent 
to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 
Tim. 2:15-16) The pastors in Christ’s church also must be on 
a lifelong journey of spiritual and professional development so 
that they can better guide the members of the church on their 
own lifelong journey of spiritual growth as disciples of Christ.

How does a pastor pursue continuing education?  Many op-
tions exist.  I researched about a dozen options from several semi-
naries and institutions.  I created a survey and sent it to several 
pastors I knew who had pursued continuing education in some 
fashion.  A common option is for pastors to stay up to date with 
new books as well as reading classic theology and history books.  
Another option is to attend conferences.  Another option is to 
do independent study of topics of interest to the pastor.  Another 
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option is to watch or listen to free conferences and videos.  I tried 
all of these to some degree, but did not have the discipline to fol-
low through and missed the oversight from a planned curriculum 
and professor.  I also missed the personal interaction with other 
students so that as fellow pastors we could learn from each other.  
Another option for continuing education is distance learning 
certificate programs.  I took two courses like this.  However, the 
lessons were pre-recorded and the interaction with other students 
was over an electronic messaging board.  I did not know them 
and would never work with these students or professors again.

Then in May of 2017 I was listening to Dr. Maynard Koerner 
bring a report to Synod on the work of Heidelberg Theological 
Seminary.  He mentioned the D. Min. program which had just 
begun.  When I saw that they used several professors, including 
those from other Reformed seminaries, and I would only be on 
campus for one week in the summer and one week in the winter, 
I was intrigued.  I could continue my regular pastoral ministry 
and use the coursework to help in the sermons and teaching I 
would be doing anyway in the local church.  I did not begin the 
process because I wanted a degree or another title in front of my 
name.  I entered the D. Min. program because I wanted to sharpen 
my skills to rightly divide the word of truth through continuing 
education in an atmosphere of brotherly love.  I found that, and 
much more.  The small class size was perfect.  The professors 
treated the students as fellow pastors and colleagues.  I met stu-
dents from other denominations who continue to be friends.  I 
met fellow RCUS pastors from every other Classis.  Some of 
these brothers I did not know well and have now become lifelong 
friends as we have been used by God as “iron sharpening iron.”  
The times of fellowship and discussion throughout the week of 
on-campus studies will never be forgotten.  I strongly commend 
this program to any and all pastors to consider.  Whether or not 
you eventually write a dissertation, simply taking the courses will 
greatly bless you and the congregation you serve.

What I Learned through Heidelberg’s 
Doctor of Ministry Program
Each student takes the same eight courses over four years.  Most 
classes will be able to assist in preparation for some portion of 
your eventual doctoral project.  Even those which do not directly 
relate to that still directly relate to contemporary ministry of the 
gospel of Christ to His church.  I will just hint at a few of the 
many lessons I learned.

I learned why I love to read the Bible, including in the original 
Greek and Hebrew.  The busy routines of regular pastoral min-
istry had overwhelmed me and I had forgotten how precious the 
foundational things really are.  A very practical method for keep-
ing (or regaining) your ministry skills in the original languages 
is provided and encouraged.  Not every student had the same 
proficiency, but we all learned how to improve.

I have also learned to strive for deeper clarity in my teaching 

and preaching.  After each of my courses, I would report to the 
next Consistory meeting about what I learned and how I was 
able to use these classes in the local church in some way.  They 
gave me excellent feedback and speak very highly of Heidelberg.  
They can tell a difference in my effectiveness since starting the 
D. Min. program.

One of the biggest lessons I learned through all the advanced 
studies was humility.  I have learned how much I forgot since 
seminary and also how much more there is to learn.  I have also 
grown in humility before the education process.  Pastors can easily 
forget what it is like to be a student since they always have to be 
the teacher.  It is really tough to learn when someone is not clear in 
what they write or teach.  Being a student under several excellent 
professors and dozens of books gave me a fresh appreciation for 
the process of learning that my own congregation members must 
also go through in the classes which I teach to them.

How I Plan to Use my Doctoral Education
First, I already have used it.  While it has been less than a week 
since my graduation, the four years leading up to this point have 
given me opportunities to write for class assignments (and for 
use in the local church) multiple sermon series, Bible Studies, 
Sunday School series, men’s and women’s group discussions, and 
Consistory devotions.  Some of the work I did ended up in study 
papers of Synod for special committees I was on or in various 
interactions with churches and pastors at the Classis level.

Second, all the skills I have honed through these years and the 
friendships with other pastors that have developed will continue 
to serve me in the years to come.  I plan, by God’s grace, to keep 
up with the improved study habits I have learned and to press 
for deeper clarity and greater understanding of both the Word 
of God and the people of God.

Third, my dissertation is being reformatted for publication.  
Lord willing, it will be available for purchase in a few months.  I 
enjoyed writing it and am pleased with how it turned out, com-
ing in just 404 words under the maximum word count of 85,000 
words for a D. Min. dissertation.  More importantly, I did not 
write it for myself but to serve the church.  It is written at a 
reading level which most people should be able to understand.  
The rare occasions where technical terms are used, they are also 
defined.  I truly pray that it will be used by both church officers 
and church members.  

The dissertation is titled Pastoral Polity: the Shepherd’s Calling.  
Biblical church government (“polity”) is far too often viewed as 
a last resort, after the work of pastoring fails.  This is not how 
Christ designed His Church to operate.  The book demonstrates 
that every branch of the gospel ministry expects a pastoral polity 
and can be used to build this pastoral polity.  Extensive Biblical 
proof for pastoral polity is provided.  Systematic Theology helps 
us as well, since it shows us the nature of church power as well as 
its limits.  Pastoral polity can be seen throughout history, from 
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the Gregory the Great to the Genevan Consistory in the days of 
John Calvin to the founding era of the RCUS and up through 
today.  The final chapter provides detailed suggestions for church 
members on how to increase their pastoral polity.  Then even 

more detailed suggestions are given for church officers.  I include 
samples of how to preach, how to teach, how to counsel, and 
how to lead with a pastoral polity (including the pastoral use of 
parliamentary Rules of Order and also the pastoral use of Article 
81 of the RCUS Constitution).  

The topic is unique and addresses a common weakness in our 
understanding of how Christ rules His Church.  The purpose is 
to convince church members, and especially church officers, that 
the shepherd’s calling is to be pastoral with his polity.  Rather 
than list every way to appropriately apply Biblical polity to a given 
situation, I intend to show the reader how to Biblically reason to 
those conclusions by using the fullness of the tools at hand for 
the gospel ministry.  Polity is not left for some pastors, it must 
be practiced by all pastors, in a pastoral way.

My prayer is that every reader will learn what true pastoring 
means, what true church polity means, and then conclude that 
not only can they coexist, but they must be practiced together.  
If your pastoring ignores polity, you are putting the sheep in 
danger by refusing to protect and lead them.  If your polity ig-
nores pastoring, you are putting the sheep in danger by refusing 
to know each sheep and feed them the food Christ has designed 
for their nourishment. 

Dr. Kyle A. Sorensen 
Manitowoc, WI

‘I will arise, and go to my Father.’ -Luke 15:18

Now, I will leave off grabbing for the husks they throw to swine, 
while I go hungry. I came to glut desire, and found famine.
But all the time, at home, the servants eat. 
The hired man has leftover bread — my father’s wheat 
is shared with the whole house. Why am I gaunt
with hunger? I will only starve till I am dead if I stay where 
I am.While I still can, rucked with mire, 
I will arise and go to my Father.

I will not be so bold to come before his face 
a son. I spurned that. Just to be a hireling around the place 
would be freedom. I have been crazed —
far from my own self. I’ve wandered far. 
But I returned to my own mind. The lust to wander
left me. I will leave this outpost of utter 
want behind now. I will arise and go to my Father.

And every day, I will arise and go to him — and say 
Father, I have sinned. I am unworthy.
And every day he will see me coming 
a great way off. I’ll watch him running
to meet me till I die – until my dust gathers 
to its feet out of old custom. However
mired I lie, I will arise and go to my Father.

Heidi Zartman
                                                                          Shafter, CA

mired I lie, I will arise and go to my Father.
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Nearly everyone who has some Bible knowledge knows I 
Cor. 13:13: “And now abide faith, hope, love, these three; 

but the greatest of these is love.” Many of the special gifts in the 
NT Church have ceased and are done away with. They had 
served their purpose and now the Church has the Word of 
God in written form. But faith, hope and love are truths in 
the Church, the body of Christ, which abide from age to age. 
Of these three, the supreme truth and attribute in the church 
is love! The words of Jesus Christ shines as a Beacon Light 
across the ages when He says to His disciples in the night in 
which He was betrayed: “By this all will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another” ( Jn. 13:35). We must 
let these words sink deep into our hearts. Such love is a proof of 
our discipleship. Christian love and brotherhood are exclusive. 
There is no stronger bond: “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there 
is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3:28). How many of us see this 
“oneness” taking precedence over everything else?

 Three times in our Scripture lesson the writer says, “Let us:” 
Verse 22: “Let us draw near with a true heart in the full assurance of 
faith.” Verse 23: “Let us hold fast the confession of our faith without 
wavering;” Verse24: “Let us consider one another in order to pro-
voke unto love and good works.” Again, the greatest truth, “love,” 
is mentioned last. Now the apostle is not talking to a crowd of 

people on a street corner but addressing the “brethren” who now 
have been given boldness in Christ to come into the very presence 
of God, their heavenly Father; those who have been cleansed by 
the blood of the Lamb (cf. verse 19). He is talking to Christians! 
(Do we hear echoes of Ps. 122:1: “I was glad when they said unto 
me, ‘Let us go into the house of the Lord’”?)

It is these who are to “provoke [stir up, spur, encourage] one an-
other unto love.” What is this love? The highest, most profound 
love there is. I Jn. 4:7-11 speaks of it: “Beloved, let us love one 
another: for love is of God; and everyone that loves is born of God, 
and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is 
love. In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has 
sent His only begotten Son into the world, that we might live through 
Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us 
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God 
so loved us, we also ought to love one another.” This must be our 
starting point: “provoking one another unto [this kind of ] love.” It 
has its starting point in God. This love is to come to expression 
in our lives. Jesus teaches us in Jn. 15:8-10: “Herein is My Father 
glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. As 
the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. If you 
keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have 
kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.” This is very 
significant, for it shows us how this love of God becomes ours; 

Forsake Not  
The Assembling 

Together
Hebrews 10:19-31 (vv.24, 25)
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it shows us the love which must be provoked in us to do good 
works, to bear much fruit and glorify our Father who is in heaven. 

Here Christ unfolds the mystery of the love of the brethren 
for one another—of provoking each other to love and to good 
works. And, therefore, all men may know that we are Christ’s 
disciples in this—that we have love for one another. This love 
reveals itself in good works of thankfulness, in Christian living, 
in keeping the commandments of God. That’s why we read the 
commandments in our Order of Worship as well as the sum-
mary of the commandments: “Hear also the words of our Lord 
Jesus, how He says: You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first 
and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets” (Matt. 22:37-40) Our Catechism is also 
instructive here: 91. What are good works? Those only which 
proceed from true faith, and are done according to the Law of 
God, unto His glory; and not such as rest on our own opinion 
or the commandments of men. 94. What does God require in 
the first Commandment? That on peril of my soul’s salvation, 
I avoid and flee all idolatry, sorcery, enchantments, invocation 
of saints or other creatures; and that I rightly acknowledge the 
only true God, trust in Him alone, with all humility and patience 
expect all good from Him only, and love, fear and honor Him 
with my whole heart; so as rather to renounce all creatures than 
to do the least thing against His will. 107. Is all that is required 
in the sixth commandment, that we do not kill our neighbor? 
No, for in condemning envy, hatred, and anger, God requires us 
to love our neighbor as ourselves, to show patience, peace, meek-
ness, mercy, and kindness toward him and to prevent his hurt as 
much as possible; also to do good even unto our enemies. 111. 
What does God require in the eighth Commandment? That I 
further my neighbor’s good where I can and may, deal with him 
as I would have others deal with me, and labor faithfully, so that 
I may be able to help the poor in their need. 112. What does the 
ninth Commandment require? That I bear false witness against 
no one, wrest no one’s words, be no backbiter or slanderer, join 
in condemning no one unheard or rashly; but that on pain of 
God’s heavy wrath, I avoid all lying and deceit as the very works 
of the devil; and that in matters of judgment and justice and in 
all other affairs I love, speak honestly and confess the truth; also 
in so far as I can, defend and promote my neighbor’s good name.

The writer of Hebrews then focuses on the prime example of 
how and where this “considering one another unto provoking unto 
love and good works” takes place. He shows the God-appointed 
time and place. The time and place is in the congregation, as-
sembled together, seeking one another’s fellowship on the Lord’s 

Day: “And let us consider one another in order to provoke unto love 
and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, 
as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much 
the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24, 25). This 
is where the provoking, stirring up, and encouraging one another 
unto love among the brethren must take place. You’ve heard the 
saying: “There’s strength in numbers.” When the brethren, God’s 
people, come together, they mutually strengthen and uphold each 
other in fighting the good fight of faith, especially in face of a 
world that is at enmity with God and would persecute and ridi-
cule the followers of Christ.

I fear that too many people do not truly understand the enor-
mity and tragedy of “forsaking the assembling of themselves together.” 
When Jesus stood in the temple in the last day of His public min-
istry, He mentioned this deep rebellion of the false prophets and 
unbelievers against His work of gathering the church throughout 
the entire time from Abel to His very day: “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
you who kill the prophets and stone those who are sent to you! How 
often would I have gathered your children together, as a hen gathers 
her chicks under her wings, but you would not!” (Matt. 23:27). Here 
Jerusalem is upbraided and condemned for refusing to be gather-
ers of the flock of God under Christ. They killed the prophets 
and stoned them which were sent to them. The official priesthood 
of Jerusalem would not have Christ gather together the Church.

This assembling together is where Christ gathers with the 
saints, by His Word and Spirit. Here He is, with His godhead, 
grace, power and Spirit, in their midst. And in a sense, this is 
part of the great gathering together of all the saints unto Him-
self around the great white Throne in the blood of the Lamb. 
Throughout the ages, in faith and hope, they are being gathered to 
Mt. Zion, the city of the living God: Thus the writer of Hebrews 
envisions in a figure and by faith: “But you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an 
innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of 
the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to 
the spirits of just men made perfect, to Jesus the Mediator of the new 
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than 
that of Abel” (Heb. 12:22-24). So, on the very doorstep of heaven 
the church is gathered each Lord’s Day in the worship services. 
This is also alluded to in the last part of verse 25: “exhorting one 
another; and so much the more, as you see the day approaching.” As-
sembling on the Lord’s Day is a very spiritual activity for those 
who cling in hope to the promise of the eternal Sabbath of the 
new heavens and a new earth. So great is this assembling of the 
saints, and their gathering together of themselves, that this work 
finds its consummation in the final resurrection of the saints from 
the dead. Paul connects this final gathering of the church in glory 
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with the second coming of Christ when the church shall ever be 
with the Lord: “Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him” (II 
Thess. 2:1). This is what Jesus teaches us concerning the end of 
the ages when the tabernacle of God shall be with man. He says 
in Matt. 24:31: “And He shall send His angels with a great sound 
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together His elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the other.” 

From all this we should begin to see the great importance the 
Scripture places on faithfully being where Christ gathers His 
people to Him on the doorstep of heaven each Lord’s Day; He 
gathers those together whom He has raised from spiritual death 
and has made to sit together with Christ in heavenly places. Here 
we draw nigh with true hearts and sanctified lips into the very 
presence of God. We are not just simply coming to hear the min-
ister pray and preach but are beginning in this life the eternal 
Sabbath when we shall be forever with the Lord and He shall 
dwell with us in the closest communion possible.

Now the writer to the Hebrews is speaking here of forsaking 
this assembling of the saints, a turning of their backs to this as-
sembling, leaving the people of God where Christ gathers them. 
He is speaking of abandoning the church, caring not for the com-
munion of the saints. If the church will “provoke, [encourage] one 
another unto love and good works,” then they must also heed the 
exhortation to “stop any forsaking of gathering together,” for that 
is tantamount to “counting the blood of Jesus a common thing!” 
(Heb. 10:29).

Against this background we begin to see the enormity of the 
sin of leaving the assembling of the saints where the Word is 
purely preached. This forsaking of the assembling of the saints 
had become the “manner” of some. No doubt it started gradually, 
but in time became a manner of life and eventually they pass the 
point of no-return as becomes obvious in 10:26-31: “For if we sin 
willfully after we have received the knowledge of the truth, there no 
longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful expectation 
of judgment, and fiery indignation which will devour the adversar-
ies. Anyone who has rejected Moses’ law dies without mercy on the 

testimony of two or three witnesses. Of how much worse punishment, 
do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who has trampled the Son 
of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace? For we 
know Him who said, ‘Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. 
And again, ‘The Lord will judge His people.’ It is a fearful thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God.”  If contemptuous violation 
of the Law of Moses, a servant, warranted death, then scorn for 
the sacrificial blood of the Son of God and the Spirit of grace 
through Whom He offered Himself, deserve nothing less than 
the “fury of fire that will devour the adversaries.”

Beloved, this is written for our instruction; also for a warning. 
Just how important to us is the assembling of ourselves together? 
More to the point, how much do we love one another? Is our 
brotherhood in the Lord Jesus Christ precious to us? Is that the 
reason for our presence in church on Sunday? Are the hours we 
spend together in communion with one another and in worship 
like a shelter in the time of storm? A place of rest away from the 
world in which we live? A time of spiritual comfort, refreshment 
and strengthening? Growing in the grace, love, and knowledge 
of God and His Christ, our Lord and Savior, as well as our love 
for one another?

If so, then the question must also be asked: Do you avail your-
self of every opportunity to assemble together? Where are you 
and what are you doing on those Lord’s Days when you are absent 
from worship? Are there other things that are more important to 
you? Other associations and activities more important that you 
would neglect and forsake the assembly of the saints? If so, some 
self-examination and soul-searching in light of what Scripture 
tells us, is in order: “Let us consider one another in order to provoke 
unto love and good works, not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and 
so much the more as you see the Day approaching” (Heb. 10:24, 
25). AMEN.   

Rev. Vern Pollema
Bakersfield, CA
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1. How To Begin A Day
China in-land Missionary Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) had 
definite ideas as to how to begin a day or tackle a project. We 
can formulate our own best plans and activate them in our own 
ingenuity and strength. Or, we can draft our “all-wise” plans and 
ask for God’s blessing upon them. “Yet another way of working 
is to begin with God; to ask His plans, and to offer ourselves to 
Him to carry out His purposes.” 

2. Impatience In A Colonial Traffic Jam
Fallen human nature is the same in each generation, even when 
the patience of God’s people is tested in heavy or stalled traffic, 
whether automotive, pedestrian, or even equestrian. The last was 
the lot of Jonathan Edwards (1720-1770) when he was slowed 
by a stalled horse in New York City and became so incensed (and 
ashamed!)  that he wrote: “Resolved, never to suffer the least 
motion of anger to irrational beings.” (!)

3. The Lion Of Princeton Sweetly Growls.
Princeton Seminary Professor, B.B. Warfield (1851-1921), was 
famous as a brilliant Systematic Theologian and apologist of 
the Reformed doctrines, and was recognized internationally as 
a skilled, scholarly “pugilist.” On one occasion while strolling the 
walkways of Princeton Seminary he passed President J. Ross 

Stevenson’s wife, who was also strolling. As the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church USA was near, in which the conser-
vatives were expected to debate the liberals about the future of 
that apostatizing denomination, Mrs. Stevenson and the doctor 
exchanged some well-mannered pleasantries before she said: “Oh, 
Dr. Warfield, I am praying that everything will go harmoniously 
at the Assembly!” Warfield courteously disagreed, saying: “Why, 
Mrs. Stevenson, I am praying that there may be a fight.”

4.   What’s ‘The Rest Of The Story’ About 
The Boar From The Woods?

Roman Catholics often connect Martin Luther with wild boars 
(“compliments” of Pope Leo X who excommunicated him in 
1521). Yet, (contrary to an innocent misunderstanding among 
the young), Luther was not gored and then flung out of the church 
by an actual bull. Yet, his name-association with wild boars did 
have a literal origin, as on May 2, 1520, it seems that the Pope was 
stationed in his hunting lodge in Magliana in pursuit of wild boars! 
It was in this “boarish” context that he issued his infamous papal 
Bull, pleading with God “against the foxes and wild boar who are 
destroying the vineyard of the Lord,...” His opening paragraph 
of that Bull (Ex Surge Domine) commenced, “Arise, O Lord, and 
judge thy cause. A wild boar has invaded thy vineyard.” (He al-
luded to Psalm 80:13.)  The one question is: Did the Pope know 

Anecdotes  
of Church  
History
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the Bible well enough to cite Psalm 80:13, or was this the “in-
spiration” of John Eck, before he carried the Bull to Germany? 

Note: Luther’s actual excommunication occurred in 1521, 
when he was condemned by the Bull Decet Romanum Pontificem, 
which means, “It Pleases the Roman Pontiff.”

5.  O The Depths Of The Wisdom And 
Knowledge Of God!
Scientist Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1726/27) is alleged to have 
said: “I don’t know what I may seem to the world, but, as to my-
self, I seem to have been only like a boy, playing on the seashore, 
and diverting myself in now and then finding a smoother pebble 
or a prettier shell than ordinary, whilst a great ocean of truth lay 
all undiscovered before me.” (from Joseph Spence, Anecdotes, 
Observations, and Characters, of Books and Men, 1820).

6. Dryden’s ‘Boyish’ Poetry
John Dryden (1631-1700) was not an accomplished student at 
Westminster School in London, but he did have an embryonic 
flair for poetry. Once when his class was instructed to compose 
a poem about Jesus’ transforming the water into wine, Dryden 
scribbled: “The modest water, awed by power divine, /Beheld its 
God and blushed itself to wine.” His instructor (who may have 
been inundated by insufferable flowery descriptions by Dryden’s 
classmates), was arrested by Dryden’s pithy couplet, and dis-
cerned the germ of a brilliant future.

7.   The Mystery Of “Fair  
Cloacina” Is Solved.

Christian statesman Lord Hailsham (1901-2001), who was lord 
high chancellor of the House of Lords for two terms, recounts 
his days at Eton in the 1920s. He reports that even before his 
brother attended there in 1911, that the lavatories were decorated 
with a witty epigram that remained a mystery to him for years. 
The epigram would be erased, resurface, disappear, and resurface, 
etc. The jingle went:

 “Fair Cloacina, goddess of this place,
 The accustomed seat of every child of grace,
 On thy fair throne let our libations flow
 Not rudely swift nor obstinately slow.
For years he assumed that Cloacina was invented by a mischie-

vous student until he discovered that she really “existed” and was 
even worshipped by the Romans. His proof? From Augustine’s 
Civitas Dei (“City of God”) where Cloacina is identified as the 
goddess of sewers! 

8.  On The Brevity Of Life
Bede (672/3-735) in his Ecclesiastical History said: “Such O King, 

seems to me the present life on earth, as if...on a winter’s night a 
sparrow should fly swiftly into the hall and, coming in one door, 
instantly fly out through another...Somewhat like this appear 
the life of man. But of what follows or what went before we are 
utterly ignorant.” 

Inspired by the aerial metaphor, Lord Hailsham of the House 
of Lords wrote The Sparrow’s Prayer: 

 Father, before this sparrow’s earthly flight
 Ends in the darkness of a winter’s night;
 Father, without whose word no sparrow falls,
 Hear this, Thy weary sparrow, when he calls.
 mercy, not justice, is his contrite prayer,
 Cancel his guilt, and drive away despair;
 Speak but the word, and make his spirit whole,
 Cleanse the dark places of his heart and soul,
 Speak but the word, and set his spirit free;
 Mercy, not justice, still his constant plea.
  So shall Thy sparrow, crumpled wings restored, Soar 

like the lark, and glorify his Lord. (my emphases)

9. Stumblingblocks 
In his book Hitler’s Cross, Erwin W. Lutzer laments the hatred 
of the Jews, which fanned and culminated in Hitler’s Final So-
lution.  After WWII ended, the Jews continued to suffer from 
hate-mongering, so that some of them balked at reading the New 
Testament, fearful that the God of the New Testament might 
be real.  What is more, Lutzer reports that some Jews when they 
did read the New Testament would even pray, “O God, turn out 
to be anybody but Jesus!”

10.    Muslims(!) Clamor  
For The Word Of God.

In the latest WBM Newsletter (May/June 2021), Pastor Dennis 
Roe reports that in Johannabad, Pakistan, that the Rev. Sardar 
Din of the Westminster Biblical Missions daily reads the Word 
of God over a loudspeaker in the city center. In God’s providence, 
he is the only Christian minister given the green light to do this 
in 20 years. He never asked the Muslims for permission; he just 
did it. But recently he was taken ill and was not able to read the 
Word of God. The alarmed local merchants and farmers took 
matters in their own hands and accosted the seminary students, 
wanting to find out why he was not preaching.  Then (and most 
surprisingly), the Muslims told Rev. Sadar that in the future they 
expected him to preach whether he was sick or well!

Note: Rev. Sadar does not read Scripture to them on Saturdays, 
believing that the absence of the bread of life for one day might 
quicken a holy thirst that would allure new worshipers to the 
Lord’s Day services.       
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11.  Ronald Reagan’s Impromtu Wit
After President Ronald Reagan visited the Anglican cleric Bish-
op Desmond Tutu (1931-) of South Africa, his vice-President 
George H.W. Bush inquired: “How did your visit with Bishop 
Tutu go?” Feeding off the rhyme of Tutu, Reagan responded: 
“So-so.” On another occasion when Reagan was running for the 
Presidency against the team of Walter Mondale and Geraldine 
Ferraro, Mrs. Ferraro questioned if Reagan was a true Christian. 
Informed of her unfavorable appraisal, Reagan was asked to 
respond: “Turn the other cheek,” he answered.*

* (The Ferraro anecdote is hearsay. The source is Mr. Dewey 
Harpainter, a Christian lawyer, who followed the campaign and 
remembers Reagan’s defense of himself and his appeal to the 
Sermon on the Mount.)

12.   President Bill Clinton – 
A Calvinist?  

On February 18, 2009, President Bill Clinton was asked by John 
Roberts of US News and World Report about life after the Presi-
dency: “Would you ever be comfortable being a house husband?”

“No. I have to go to work. I’m too much of a Calvinist. If I 
don’t work every day, I get nervous.” 

13.   Pastor Charles Spurgeon  
Votes Liberal!

Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) was both a faithful minister 
of the Gospel and conscientious citizen.  On one occasion he 
arrived a tad late at for a preaching engagement and was asked 
to explain. It seems he had taken time to vote.

“To vote!” exclaimed the minister. “I thought you were a citizen 
of the New Jerusalem!”

“So I am Spurgeon,” rejoined, “but my ‘old man’ is a citizen of 
the world.”

“Ah, but you should mortify your old man,” the pastor urged.
“That is exactly what I did,” explained Spurgeon; “for my old 

man is a Tory, and I made him vote for the Liberals!”*
*Unlike today, Liberalism in Spurgeon’s day consisted of free 

markets and a laissez-faire philosophy of civil government.  

14.  The Innocent Blunder  
Of A Converted Pop Star

Helen Shapiro (1946-) was a popular British pop star in the 
1960’s before her popularity waned by the end of the decade 
(for a sample listen to her hit song, “You Don’t Know” on Utube, 
sung when she was only fourteen.). Raised in a Jewish home, 
she grew up in a nominal Christian nation, and after one of her 
Christian musical executives gave her a Bible to read, she began 
to explore the pages of the New Testament to learn more. By 
1987, she was progressively moving toward receiving Jesus as 
the Messiah, but decided before she committed herself, that she 
would buy the Masoretic text of a Hebrew Bible to make sure. 
She frequented a Jewish shop in London and innocently asked 
the amused proprietor, “I’d like to buy an Old Testament”! (You 
can listen to her uplifting testimony by googling, “The testimony 
of Helen Shapiro.”) 

15.  A BRAVE WIFE HELPS HER HUSBAND 
TO PREACH.

In the 1878 edition of the John Whitecross book on instructive 
anecdotes, the Scottish author recounts a story of 50 years pre-
ceding about a widowed clergyman who married the widow of a 
deceased minister. She was a paragon of godliness and spiritual 
discernment, but after time became self-absorbed and depressed. 
Her new husband discerned her dismay and begged to know the 
reason, and with fearful voice, she succumbed and said, “Your 
preaching would starve all the Christians in the world.”  Her 
husband was astounded, saying, “Why, do I not speak the truth?” 
“Yes,” she answered, “and so you would were you to stand on 
the desk all day, and say my name is Mary...there is something 
beside the letter in the truth of the Gospel.” The sobered minis-
ter experienced a transformation and the outcome was that his 
wife sat and heard him joyfully. (Whitecross was discreet not to 
identify the minister.)  
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““For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing the will 
of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunken-
ness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable idolatries. In 
regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with 
them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking evil of you. They 
will give an account to Him who is ready to judge the living 
and the dead” (1 Peter 4:3-5).

The Bible teaches that the suffering of Jesus Christ upon the 
cross was substitutionary, which means on behalf of others. The 
Scriptures teach that Christ suffered in the place of all whom 
the Father had given to Him. John 10:15, “I lay down my life for 
my sheep.” 1 Peter 3:18, “Christ suffered once for our sins, the 
just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God.” This was the 
only way could He remove the curse which lay upon them and 
redeem them from everlasting damnation and obtain for them 
the favor of God, righteousness, and everlasting life. Simply stated, 
there is no other possible way to have your sins forgiven except 
in the perfect law-abiding life and sin-atoning death that Christ 
accomplished once for all time. He is our only hope of salvation, 
and when we trust in Jesus Christ for salvation the question that 
necessarily follows is, how then shall we live? 

The Apostle Peter wrote in 1 Peter 4:1-2, “Therefore, since 
Christ suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves also with 
the same mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has 
ceased from sin, that he no longer should live the rest of 
his time in the flesh for the lusts of men, but for the will 
of God.” The Scriptures teach us that our motivation for 
godly living must be rooted in the suffering of Jesus Christ. 
By His death, Christ has set us free from living according 

to the lust of the flesh and now calls us to pursue a life of 
godliness. We read in vs. 3 of our text, “For we have spent 
enough of our past lifetime in doing the will of the Gentiles; 
when we walked in lewdness, lusts, drunkenness, revelries, 
drinking parties, and abominable idolatries.” When Peter 
uses the word “lewdness” he is referring to the evil lifestyle of 
unbelievers that consists of sexual immorality, pornography, 
filthy speech, ungodly gestures and dress, fornication, and 
adultery. This summarily describes the ungodly culture in 
which we live. Our culture thrives on lewd sexual acts and 
gestures. There is no place in society that is not infected by 
this type of behavior. Pornography, fornication, adultery, 
incest, child molestation, prostitution, pedophilia abound 
in our culture, and it infects rich and poor, educated and 
uneducated, young and old alike. Why? Ever hear of the law 
of supply and demand. There is such a vast supply of this 
type of wickedness in our culture because there is a great 
demand by fallen human beings. The following statistics 
regarding pornographic websites are staggering. In 1998, 
there were 14 million. In 2003, the number increased to 
260 million. That is a 2,000% increase in 5 years. There 
are more than 100,000 adult-oriented subscription sites 
in the United States and about 400,000 sites globally. The 
total adult-oriented sites number 4.2 million and comprise 
about 12 percent of the internet’s total. On a global basis, 
approximately 70 million different individuals per week 
view at least one pornographic site, not to mention porno-
graphic magazines.

Peter wrote that this ungodly sexual lifestyle is fueled by 

The Motivation  
For Godly Living
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drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable 
idolatries. You see, these things serve to break down the 
shame and pave the way to freely gratifying the lust in the 
heart. Drunken people, even the shy, will do things they 
never would do sober. Peter says this is the will of the Gen-
tiles. By Gentiles, he means unbelievers who stand opposed 
to Christ. We read in Romans 8:5-7, “For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the 
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things 
of the Spirit. For to be carnally minded is death, but to be 
spiritually minded is life and peace. Because the carnal mind 
is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, 
nor indeed can be.” What is the mind of the flesh that Paul 
refers to? “Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, heresies, envy, murders, drunken-
ness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, 
just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice 
such things [way of life] will not inherit the kingdom of 
God” (Galatians 5:19). This is the way of the Gentiles, the 
unbeliever, the one who is a slave to sin ( John 8:34). They 
think that living according to the lust of the flesh is the only 
way to live (1 John 2:15). They say things like, “you only go 
around once, therefore grab for all the gusto you can get.” 
They may appear respectful, have a good job, and even be 
“nice people” but Scripture says unbelievers delight in sin. 
“If God puts no trust in His saints, and the heavens are not 
pure in His sight, how much less man, who is abominable 
and filthy, who drinks iniquity like water!” ( Job 15:15-16). 
Peter is not simply referring to a child-molester, a sexual 
predator on the Internet, or to prostitutes. He is referring 
to every person who has not been redeemed in Christ. The 

“will of the Gentiles” is, literally, the counsel or the thought 
process of the unbeliever.

“For we have spent enough of our past lifetime in doing 
the will of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, 
drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable 
idolatries.” The word “walked” means “to travel.” In the same 
way, our text tells us that a life of sexual uncleanness comes 
from a carefully planned out thought process in the heart. 
However, the grace, Word, and Spirit of God controls the 
believer’s heart, and our view of life is totally different. Be-
loved, how then shall we live as children of God? Peter says 
not for the lust of the flesh, but for the will of God. We were 
saved by Christ to worship and serve God. Therefore, our 

text says the unbeliever “thinks it strange that you do not 
run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking 
evil of you.” They think we are strange as followers of Christ. 

What about you? Is this the way the unbelievers whom 
you work with think of you? Is this what your unbeliev-
ing neighbors say about you? Strange? Not because you 
do weird things, but because you believe God’s Word and 
strive to obey it. What about you kids? Is this what they say 
of you in school when you pray before your meal? Do they 
speak evil of you because you do not get drunk and join their 
lustful deeds? Do they say, “Boy, he’s strange?” This is what 
our text says the world thinks and speaks about Christians. 
Do they say this about you? That is what they ought to say 
if you profess to be a Christian because God has granted 
you faith to believe that Christ has suffered to redeem you 
from for your sins and faith lives contrary to the world. Our 
text says, “we spent enough of our past lifetime in doing 
the will of the Gentiles; when we walked in lewdness, lusts, 
drunkenness, revelries, drinking parties, and abominable 
idolatries.” But no more! Now, by God’s sanctifying grace, 
we live according to the will of God because Christ has 
suffered for us. 

Beloved, how do you live your life? Do you live for sexual 
pleasure? Do you promote lewdness in the way you live? 
What about you ladies? Do you encourage lewd behavior 
in men by the way you dress? There is enough in the world 

-- we do not need it in the church from those who profess 
to be followers of Christ. What about you men? Do you 
live to gratify the sexual lust in your heart? Are you one of 
the millions who visit pornographic websites every week? 
Romans 2:24, is “the name of God is blasphemed among 
the Gentiles because of you?” Or do you live according to 
the will of God?

Remember a truth about your eyes, they are the window 
to your soul. Everything you see leaves a mark upon your 
soul. Is pornography what you look at? Since Christ has suf-
fered for you then you must forsake ungodliness. This also 
applies to relationships and dating. Everyone who is unmar-
ried has no business being physically intimate, touching, and 
enticing one another sexually. Matthew 5:28, “Whosoever 
looks on a woman with lust has committed adultery already.” 
This is so serious that Jesus said, “If your eye offends you, 
pluck it out. If you hand offends you, cut it off.” Beloved, look 
to the cross. Christ suffered the pains of Hell for our sin 
because only the blood of Christ could remove the guilt and 
power of sin. We now belong to Christ, and this ought to 
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motivate us unto godly living. 1 Corinthians 6:18-20, “Flee 
sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the 
body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against 
his own body. Or do you not know that your body is the 
temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have 
from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought 
at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your 
spirit, which are God’s.” 

Therefore, the question is not, “Who am I?” But “Whose 
am I?” Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1 tells the believer, 

“That I, with body and soul, both in life and in death, am 
not my own, but belong to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ, 
who with His precious blood has fully satisfied for all my 
sins and redeemed me from all the power of the devil.” What 
about you? Do you belong to Christ? If so, then how should 
you live? Peter says to live in purity and reject the way of the 
ungodly. Live as one who has been called out of darkness 
and now walks in Christ’s marvelous light, understanding 
that there is a judgment to come.

 In vs. 5, the Apostle Peter says, “Who shall give account 
to him that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.” That 
is something that men willingly forget, just like the flood. 
But forgetting it does not make it not so. Men shall give an 
account unto God. “And there is no creature hidden from 
His sight, but all things are naked and open to the eyes of 
Him to whom we must give account” (Heb. 4:13). God 
is going to call every deed into judgment. Jude vss. 14-15, 

“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of His saints, 

to execute judgment on all, to convict all who are ungodly 
among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have 
committed in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things 
which ungodly sinners have spoken against Him.”

Beloved, everyone is answerable to God. As a Christian, the 
purpose of your life is to praise and serve God. He has called you 
to renounce wickedness and live a life of faith, love, and holiness. 
Do not be fooled. The Word of God tells us that there is an ac-
counting already in this life. Look at the destruction in our society: 
sexual abuse, broken homes, children brought up without fathers 
to discipline and love them. But our ungodly society will not say 
that all of this comes from sexual uncleanness. Apart from the 
grace of God, a man denies the judgment of God against sin. But 
by the grace of God, we see God’s judgment upon our sin in His 
Son, Jesus Christ. By God’s grace, we see that apart from the cross 
of Jesus Christ there would be only fear of God’s judgment. But 
Christ has delivered us from that judgment. Christ has suffered 
for our sins. Therefore, we shall live according to God’s will and 
serve Him, praise Him, and rejoice in the forgiveness of our sins. 
As the Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 4:7-8, “Blessed are those 
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; 
Blessed is the man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin.” 
Amen! 

Pastor S. Henry
Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE



Church news from Menno SD
Our recent “welcome Sunday” where we celebrated 
those members who have joined us over the past year. 

From left to right by family group:  
Loren and Stacey Visser with sons  
Brantley and Austin. 

Rev. Jay and Loretta Fluck

Amy Mehlhaf

Darrell & Sharon Guthmiller.

We praise God for adding His people  
to Zion Reformed Church! 
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MISSIONFEST
At Hope Reformed Church, Sutton

When: Sunday, October 10, 2021 (Lord willing!)

**Sunday School: 9:00 AM; Worship: 10:30 AM

Meal: 12:00 PM; Hymn Sing: 1:45 PM; 

Worship: 2:00 PM; Worship: 7:00 PM

Where: Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE

Who: Dr. Ian Hamilton

What: Psalm 139

1. The God who knows everything

2. The God who is everywhere present

3. The God whose power is boundless

4. The God who is all holy

Meal: Sunday, Oct. 10, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
(Hope Church Basement) 

Questions: www.hopereformedrcus.com ... 
use the contact tab to send your question


