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A ministerial friend with whom I attended seminary posted on social media a while 
back about the need we have as believers to interrogate our hearts.  In support 

of this idea, he mentioned Psalm 42 and 43, where the question “Why art thou cast 
down, O my soul?” occurs three times (42:5, 11; 43:5).

It’s a simple idea, but there is a lot of value to it.  Our lives have a lot of ups and downs, 
not just in terms of our circumstances, but also in terms of our souls.  Just because 
we’re involved in what’s happening inside us doesn’t mean we understand it all very well!  
Sometimes we struggle to put our �nger on what’s bothering us, or we’re surprised by an 
intense reaction to something pretty mild.  And so it’s worthwhile to raise the question: 
“Why art thou cast down, O my soul?”

In other words, “what’s going on with me that I feel this way?” �e Psalmist raised that 
question in terms of being downcast—sad and troubled.  But it’s a good question to raise 
about other frames of mind as well.

In Mark 8:17–21 the Lord Jesus questions his disciples about their lack of under-
standing.  After the Pharisees unbelievingly demanded a sign from him, he warned the 
disciples to “beware of the leaven of the Pharisees” (Mark 8:15).  In their concern over not 
having enough bread, they thought that Christ was speaking to that petty worry.  And 
in response to their silly misinterpretation, Christ asked them a series of nine questions.

Two of the questions were about what had happened.  �ey were questions of recollec-
tion.  When there were �ve thousand to be fed, and only twelve loaves, how many baskets 
of leftovers had been gathered?  �e answer was twelve (Mark 6:43–44 & 8:19).  And 
when there were four thousand to be fed and only seven loaves, how many baskets of 
leftovers were there? �e answer was seven (Mark 8:8, 20).

Questions of recollection are very useful for us in our uncertainties, misunderstandings, 
and anxieties.  �ey help us to review what the Lord has done in the past, which puts our 
present di�culties in context.  Why should the disciples be worried about only having 
one loaf to divide among thirteen people?  �ey had seen twelve loaves divided among 
�ve thousand, and seven loaves divided among four thousand.  If they remembered and 
thought about that, it would alleviate their concern for not having enough with a reminder 
of how the Lord Jesus provided.

�e question and answer format made familiar to us in the Heidelberg Catechism 
is very useful in our spiritual life.  Certainly, reviewing the Catechism itself brings rich 
sources of comfort and clarity to hand.  And reviewing what God has done, whether in the 
record of Scripture in the recollection of our own life, is a practice with rich bene�t for us.

Christ asked his disciples seven other questions, though.  And those were questions 
of re�ection more than recollection.  Like David’s questions for himself in Psalms 42 and 
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43, these questions were about what was going on inside them.  
�ere is a why question: “Why reason ye, because ye have no 

bread?” (Mark 8:17).  �ere’s no record of them answering, but 
if we put ourselves in their shoes we can probably think of some 
reasons.  An honest answer would go something like this: “We’re 
so focused on our present problem and forgetful of your past 
provision, that we’re completely misinterpreting your words.”  
Said like that, we can probably see that the disciples aren’t the 
only ones who do this!  

When our minds are taken up with a special problem, we tend 
to run everything we hear or see through that �lter.  �at can 
cause us to misinterpret other people, as though they were ex-
pressing an opinion about a situation they might not even be 
aware of.  It can also cause us to misinterpret Scripture by taking 
a phrase or passage and applying it to our problem, even if that 
doesn’t parallel the original context at all.

�en there are two questions about time.  Christ asked the 
disciples, “perceive ye not yet, neither understand? have ye your 
heart yet hardened?” (Mark 8:17).  �ey had been amazed at 
his walking on water, because their hearts were hardened (Mark 
6:52).  And he had challenged them for their lack of understand-
ing about his teaching (Mark 7:18).  But now, with only one 
loaf of bread in the boat, they were still without understanding 
and hardened in heart.  �is condition was in spite of having 
heard teaching, witnessed miracles, and having had their problem 
pointed out by Christ.

�at “yet” or “still” question is a good one for us to direct to 
ourselves.  It presupposes that we should be growing or making 
progress.  It’s de�nitely worth considering if that is happening or 
not.  And if not, we need to give the matter some thought because 
it does reveal the existence of a problem.  Hard hearts perceive 
slowly, if at all.  Reluctance makes slow learners.

Christ also asks three questions about awareness or knowledge.  
“Having eyes, see ye not? and having ears, hear ye not? and do ye 
not remember?” (Mark 8:18).  It would seem that their senses 
and their memory were not working if they were so oblivious to 
what they had experienced.

We can use these questions for ourselves as well.  Is there 
something we ought to know?  For instance, maybe we are hav-
ing doubts about a doctrine or a practice; have we considered 
the evidence?  Many doubts can be resolved by turning to the 
evidence or by reviewing what we’ve learned before.  Questions 
of re�ection and recollection belong together, and we need both.

Finally, Christ asked his disciples one question about the source 
of their mistake.  “How is it that ye do not understand?” (Mark 
8:21).  In light of everything that they had witnessed, how was it 
possible that they still didn’t get the truth?  �e general answer 
to this question is that as ignorant and self-absorbed sinners we 
can be amazingly slow learners.

It can be bene�cial to answer this question more speci�cally, 
however.  We may not understand something because we don’t 
know how to ask the question, because we don’t know where to 

look for the answer, or because one question involves many others 
and we don’t know where to start.  In questions about the depths 
of doctrine or the intricacies of right and wrong some or all of 
those answers might apply.  Sometimes we don’t understand be-
cause we haven’t asked God for wisdom ( James 1:5).  Sometimes 
we don’t understand because we haven’t had the patience to listen 
to the answer.  And sometimes we’re afraid of what knowing 
the answer would mean—we don’t want to be forced to make a 
change in light of new information.

Questioning your own soul is not always easy or pleasant; but 
there are some real bene�ts to it.  

First, questions often elicit answers.  It is true here also that 
if we seek we shall �nd (Matthew 7:7).  Increased knowledge of 
ourselves and of our own condition is a real advantage by itself.  
It can help us to be more humble, more realistic, more patient, 
and more charitable towards others.

Second, asking our own soul questions puts a bit of distance 
between ourselves and what we’re experiencing.  It’s easy to be 
overwhelmed with emotion, whether we’re cast down like David 
or preoccupied like the disciples.  And then we can respond to 
those around us and make important decisions under the unques-
tioned in�uence of our prevailing state of mind.  Not surprisingly, 
that doesn’t always work out well!  But interrogating our hearts 
means we can take the feelings and their cause on board as data 
and decide what to do with them, instead of the feelings making 
the decisions for us.

�ird, having a clearer idea of what is going on with us, why 
it’s happening, and what we should know about it, means that 
we can speak to ourselves as we should.  David followed up the 
question to his soul with the exhortation “hope in God” (Psalm 
42:5, 11; 43:5).  Since he had de�ned the problem as being cast 
down, he knew that the answer to it was to remind himself that 
God would give him reasons for praise: “I shall yet praise him 
who is the health of my countenance, and my God” (Psalm 43:5).  
�ere are answers to our questions; there is light in our darkness.  
But if we have made the problem clear, it is easier to �nd in the 
treasury of the Bible the words that will speak most powerfully 
to our own particular need.

In all of those questions we’ve looked at from Mark 8, Christ 
interrogated the heart of his disciples.  He put them under a spiri-
tual spotlight and invited them to think about what was going on 
inside of them.  Although he was the one asking questions, those 
questions invited them to self-examination.  And what a comfort 
for us to think that Christ is with us in our self-re�ection.  When 
we try to diagnose our problems and expose uncomfortable truths 
about ourselves, we are not alone.  We are led into this practice 
by David’s example, and we are encouraged in its di�culties by 
Christ’s presence with us and mercy towards us. 

Rev. Ruben Zartman 
Shafter, C, 
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Esteemed Praying and Supporting Brethren and Friends,
“Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, 

so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of 
you that you are standing �rm in one spirit, with one mind striv-
ing side by side for the faith of the gospel, and not frightened in 
anything by your opponents. �is is a clear sign to them of their 
destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God. For it has 
been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not 
only believe in him but also su�er for his sake, engaged in the 
same con�ict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.”

Warm greetings to you all through the name of our all su�-
cient, omnipotent and ever faithful covenant keeping God. May 
this ministry updates �nds you all under God’s mercy and grace.

Living according to the demand of the Gospel is certainly not 
easy and likewise very challenging. �is is true to our forebears in 
the past and is very much true also to us today especially during 
these times of pandemic. Everything was a�ected – our worship, 
our community life as God’s people and even our ful�lling the 
ministry God has called us to do. Not only that, many of our 
members lost their jobs, most of our congregations are restricted 
to gather together which eventually a�ected the �nancial ob-
ligations of the Church towards rent for the place of worship, 
ministry supports and salaries for the Pastors.

But praise be to God for giving us the grace to persevere 
through the prayers and generous assistance of brethren and 
friends who demonstrated their striving with us for the faith of 
the Gospel, standing �rm with us with one Spirit. Moreover, it 
is with gladness of hearts that despite all the complexity we are 
confronted with because of the pandemic and other cares associ-
ated with our love and service for the Gospel, we are far beyond 

blessed because we are gifted or given the privilege to su�er with 
our Lord Jesus Christ. To seriously take the �rst gift bestowed 
on us in Philippians 1:29 which says; “For it has been granted 
to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe 
in him” is certainly without di�culties. But on the other hand, 
considering the second gift which is “to su�er for Christ’s sake” 
is a di�erent story. However, we must remember that to su�er 
for Christ and His Gospel is an integral part of divine grace. To 
su�er for Christ’s sake is therefore a privilege. In fact, it is a mark 
of salvation and genuine identity with Christ.

THE STATE OF OUR CHURCHES
1. THE WELLBEING OF OUR CHURCHES – �e ef-

fects of Covid 19 in our country is still very much preva-
lent. Although there have not been any updates from the 
news about the records of those who has been infected by 
the virus restrictions however are still strictly implemented. 
Most of our congregations are still cannot freely gather for 
worship. �is is either due to limitations of the numbers of 
individuals gathering together imposed by our government 
or fear of being infected by Covid. Because of this, many 
of our Churches are still doing their worship services and 
other ministry activities through live telecast via facebook, 
zoom and other internet applications. �e immediate e�ect 
of this situation caused problems in the economic condition 
of our Churches. Financial sustenance of Church ministries, 
especially Pastor’s support was greatly a�ected. While some 
establishments were already allowed to operate but jobs for 
most of countrymen, including our members are still rare 
opportunities.

Pearl Of The Orient Covenant Reformed Church Inc. 

Binalatongan Road, Baldog Dist. San Carlos City, Pang.

MINISTRY UPDATE
July 2021
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 2. MINISTRY EVENTS DESPITE PANDEMIC – 
Our God is indeed sovereign and He remains to be the ruler 
and in control of everything. He accomplishes and makes 
things happen according to His plans through His works of 
providence. Despite the fact that the existence of the pan-
demic is still extensive, the work of the Gospel and the service 
done for Him and His Kingdom are faithfully being o�ered 
and executed.

a. ORDINATION AND INSTALLATION OF PAS-
TOR CRIS SANTOS – We praise the Lord for our 
brother CRISOSTOMO SANTOS from San Ildefonso, 
Bulacan because he was �nally installed as the Pastor of 
Shepherd’s Hearts Covenant Reformed Church on March 
20, 2021. �e charge was given by Rev. Edmund Delos 
Reyes and the installation ceremony was administered by 
me. �e presence of Elder Rafael Martinez, representa-
tive of our Church in San Carlos City, Pangasinan, Elder 
Filip Cruz from Cabanatuan City, Elder Mark Avila and 
Elder Romy Dionisio, from God is Faithful Covenant 
Reformed Church in Bulacan was also acknowledge and 
participated in the laying on of hands. We truly rejoice in 
the Lord for the great things He is doing for our denomi-
nation. �is brings our denomination to four ordained 
ministers and hoping to add two more next year. �e Lord 
is indeed great and worthy to be praise for raising men in 
our denomination for the service of His Church.

         
b. VISIT TO PANGASINAN – Getting older is certainly 

inevitable and carries with it changes in terms of capa-
bility and zest in doing things. Aside from the previous 
illness that I am recurrently battling with at times, there 
additional health issues that I have to accept freely as part 
of the decaying of our earthly body. I believe that some 
of you can sympathize with me with such predicament. I 
recently realized that I am no longer as vigorous as before 
so that travelling from Laguna to Pangasinan to help our 
Churches there, giving attention to our denomination 
a�airs and various concerns of our churches is a task al-
ready too demanding for me. Nevertheless, despite such 
condition, knowing God’s calling for His glory and the 
service for His kingdom, I still am sustained and given 
the strength by our all-su�cient God to be able to help 

in whatever way I can for the Lord’s work in our churches 
Pangasinan and our denomination. 

My time with the brethren in Pangasinan is usually spent in 
preaching, administering Sacrament, lecturing (Sovereignty of 
God, God’s Attributes, Eschatology and Reformed Evangelism) 
pro�table table talks, visitations and counseling. �e Church has 
never been spared from having problems especially with issues 
of discipline. As of the moment, one of Church in Pangasinan is 
burdened with three families (seven individuals) who are subject 
to disciplinary actions whom Elder Rafael Martinez and I are now 
addressing with di�culties. Please pray with us that the Lord give 
us wisdom as we deal with this disciplinary proceeding towards 
these erring members.

c. PROFESSION OF FAITH AND CHURCH 
GROWING ATENDANCE – �e Church of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, battered as it is with so many challenges 
and problems, yet the Lord incessantly working in the 
gathering His elect to the fold of His �ock. Our Church 
in San Carlos signi�cantly grows in terms of newcomers. 
Some of these visitors are already undergoing membership 
Classes. Others are continually being encouraged and we 
just trust the Lord to work in their hearts.

Our church in Dagupan City, named Dagupan City Chris-
tian Reformed Church (a church who left the CRC and joined 
POCRC in 2018) on the other hand just welcomed three indi-
viduals who were accepted as o�cial members of the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ through Public Profession of Faith. �is 
Church is also extending help and supporting the two mission’s 

Providence Covenant Reformed Church (Laguna)  
Virtual Worship (July 4, 2021)

Pastor Cris Santos Installation



6  | Reformed Herald  77 / 04

work of our Church in Agusan Del Sur under the supervision 
of Rev. Rockie Simbajon. �ey expressed their willingness to 
support one more mission work in Agusan Del Sur and will be 
�nally decided next month. Rejoice with us esteemed supporting 
and praying brethren and friends and join us in glorifying the 
Lord for all these wonderful works He is continually doing for 
His Church despite various challenges caused by the pandemic 
and by personal concerns.
3. DIACONAL ASSISTANCE FOR THOSE AFFECT-

ED BY COVID – Most of you are aware that the Phil-
ippines were the most hard-hit country when it comes to 
calamities and the Covid 19. Let me take this opportunity, 
on behalf of POCRC and its local Churches as a whole, to 
deeply acknowledge with all our hearts, the generosity you 
extended to our denomination to be able to respond to the 
to the needs of those who are severely a�ected by calamities 
and the pandemic. 

a. Victims of typhoons and Floods - Our denomination 
was able to help and give assistance to our countrymen in 
Isabela, Tuguegarao and other towns in Cagayan Valley 
late last year and early this year. For those who were rig-
orously a�ected by the typhoons and �oods especially in 
Cagayan Valley, we provided seeds to about three hundred 
(300) families to help them recover from the devastation 
of their crops which is their only source for living. �ose 
who lost their jobs and source of income (like jeepney 
and tricycle drivers, small business owners etc.) because 
of the pandemic were given relief goods like rice, co�ee, 
sardines, milk and little amount of cash. Our Church in 
Agusan Del Sur, and Bulacan are also recipients of the 
said calamity funds.

b. Financial Assistance for our Pastors – Pastors are not 
exempted from the e�ect of the pandemic nor are they 
“su�ering proof ” because they have stronger faith as many 
thought. Such is not the case. �e e�ect of Covid 19 was 
so severe that many of our Churches �nancial condition 
were very much a�ected. Since many Church members 

lost their jobs and since the church cannot gather for wor-
ship, its natural consequence is Church income is not col-
lected and therefore church �nances are depleted. It is 
this context that the Executive Committee of our Classis 
decided to extend assistance to our Pastors for them to be 
able to survive the su�ering and di�culties of living cause 
by the pandemic. Pastors and their families are human 
beings and in need of daily necessities too in order to live 
and be able to continue serving the Lord. In this regard, 
on behalf of our denomination, we again would like to 
deeply thank those who have given us fund for this end.

c. Wheelchairs for the Elderly in our Churches – Our 
denomination was also given the opportunity to provide 
wheelchairs for one o�cial member and the mother of one 
of our regular visitors in our San Carlos City, Pangasinan. 

4. CHURCH LOT/BUILDING PROJECT ASSIS-
TANCE – Most of our Churches still has no permanent 
place of their own to hold their worship and other Church 
activities. Although some of our Churches are setting aside 
a portion of their Church tithes an o�ering for their lot and 
building project but this is always found to be wanting due 
to the economic situation of the members. Recently, a request 
for �nancial assistance was submitted to our Classis by our 
brethren from Davao Covenant Reformed Church for their 
need to purchase a lot for their Church. Since our Classis 
has no fund for such project yet, I brought this concern to 
the attention of the Committee on Philippine Mission of 
RCUS, out of respect and mutual understanding, asking if 
they will permit us to use the diaconal fund from di�erent 
benefactor for such purpose. We are assured that that money 
belongs to our denomination and they (�e Committee on 
Philippine Mission of the RCUS) left to our wisdom and 
credence to weight if the cause is worthy for God’s kingdom 
or not. After this guidance, the Executive Committee of our 
Classis then made a very responsible decision to help our 
brethren in Davao City Covenant Reformed Church for 
their need to have their own lot for their Church building 

Profession of Faith, Lectures and Table Talk with the brethren in Dagupan City CRC
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on loan basis. We will create guidelines in connection to this 
new subject matter that concerns our Church in our Classis 
Meeting this August.  

5. CLASSIS MEETING – We are excited for our forthcom-
ing Classis Meeting in August 25-27 this year for we are 
going to examine Elder Rafael Martinez to be a Minister 
of the Word to our denomination. We thank the Lord for 
answering our prayers regarding our brother especially in his 
commitment to the work of the Church. He has been taking 
the responsibility of the ministry of the Church both in San 
Carlos and Dagupan City since last year. Please remember in 
your prayers the delegates of our Classis Meeting who will be 
traveling from Mindanao, Laguna, Bulacan and Pangasinan 
for the said meeting. Please pray that they will be able to 
secure travel documents too. During this Classis Meeting, 
we will also continue the examination of Pastor Rex Loreto 
whose ordination was also delayed because of the Pandemic.

6. HEILDELBERG THGEOLOGICAL SEMINARY – 
When I attended the RCUS 70th Synod Meeting in May 
2016 in Grace Reformed Church in Bakers�eld California, I 
was encouraged by Rev Gil Baloy and given the opportunity 
to visit Sioux Falls to talk and discuss with Dr. Maynard 
Koerner the possibility of starting a Seminary training in 
the Philippines. It was not until after two years that the then 
just a mustard seed idea was brought to fruition in 2018. 
Accompanied by Rev. Gil Baloy, Dr Maynard Koerner came 
to the Philippines in 2018 to start a module Classes on Re-
formed Worship and Prolegomena. �e launching of the 
said Seminary training provided by Heidelberg �eological 
Seminary was followed up by requiring students to listen to 
recorded lectures in theology, Biblical studies and Church 
History, with a yearly visiting professor coming to teach other 
courses. Because of the pandemic, Dr. Maynard and HTS 
America were not able to come and send visiting professors 
for almost two years now. However, because of the aid of 
internet Dr. Maynard designed online studies (via zoom) 
and o�ered courses, together with Rev. Voytek in Ecclesiol-
ogy, Ethics and Studies of the Prophetic Books of the Bible 
early this year. HTS Philippines has drawn interest from 
many Pastors from di�erent denominations, resulting to 
expressing their desire to be part of our denomination and 
pursue theological training. Excited as we are and willing 

to work hand in hand with these Pastors to process their 
a�liation with POCRC and the completion of their course 
with HTS, sad to say that we were not able to do so because 
of the situation caused by Covid 19, since last year.

Next year however, Dr. Maynard, together with one visiting 
professor plans to come back to the Philippines to complete the 
course required for students to graduate. �us we are looking 
forward to having graduation of students after completing the 
requirements for Master of �eological studies in year 2022. We 
are also looking forward that after the graduation of the �rst batch 
of HTS students in the Philippines, there will be more available 
pastors for the Church of the Lord Jesus Christ in POCRC.

�ese are our joys and legacy for the next generation of those 
who will follow our steps, the steps of our forefathers, even more, 
the steps of our Lord Jesus Christ Himself our ultimate example 
of serving and su�ering for the glory of God and the building of 
His Kingdom. I am personally very grateful to our brethren in 
the RCUS, especially Dr. Maynard for the hard work and com-
mitment he is devoting for the establishment and continuous 
existence of HTS in the Philippines. Most of all, I glorify the Lord 
for the way He work things out in the training of men for the work 
of the Church through HTS. May we truly stand �rm together 
in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of 
the gospel. �e task entrusted to us is not easy to accomplish 
but as Paul said in the passage quoted above that we should not 
be frightened by anything our enemies and even circumstances 
can do to us because whatever outcome these enemies and cir-
cumstances may bring us, they a�rm our blessed identity with 
Christ. �ey a�rmed the divine grace and the granting, for the 
sake of Christ, not only so that we will believe in him but also to 
su�er for his sake. Let us all the more remember each other then 
in our prayers, fully trusting God to continuously use each one 
of us for the glory of His name and for the work of the Gospel. 

�e love of God and the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all.

Sincerely and respectfully in Christ, 
Your brother and fellow slave of the Lord,  

PASTOR NAP NARAG
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Wise Hearts  
Can be Broken

One of the biggest surprises of my life was the discovery 
of wisdom in the book of Proverbs. One year when my 

husband was in seminary, I sat with my Bible open to Proverbs 
– wincing in advance, but trying not to shirk my daily reading. I 
was sure I was going to feel scalded by every wise saying, stricken 
by every description of the fool. I had learned to pray in those 
years that Jesus would defend me when His word accused me 
(which His word always seemed to do), and to keep reading.

It is a very real and daily torment to many of us in the pews 
to only ever hear this “scolding” voice of our Heavenly Father. I 
had to learn to take the daily torment back to Jesus. “�ese are 
Your words accusing me. You are my advocate. You defend me.” 
�e grace-saturated sermons we heard in those seminary years, 
especially from our Pastor Bruce Hollister (New Covenant Com-
munity OPC), really helped.

I love how Wisdom and Folly are both personi�ed as women 
in Proverbs. �ey both prepare a feast and they are both engaged 
in a public appeal. �ey appeal to the same lot of humans. I had 
seen this in Proverbs before. But during that reading, I grasped a 
distinction between the one who turns into the feast of wisdom 
and the one who turns into the feast of folly, and it was a surprise. 
Plainly put, the wise person knows he needs to be rebuked. 

Many statements about wisdom in Proverbs are akin to state-
ments like these:

“We often try to hide our vices so that others will not blame us. 
�is is a mistake, because criticism can be useful.” – Leo Tolstoy

“True wisdom comes to each of us when we realise how little we 
understand about life, ourselves, and the world around us.” – Socrates

�e wise person wants to be corrected. He can be open and 
genuine, rather than hiding his real self, because if someone calls 
him out over a failing – he counts it a gift. As it says in Psalm 
141:5: “Let the righteous strike me; it shall be a kindness. And let 
him rebuke me; it shall be as excellent oil; let my head not refuse it.”

�at was a shock. I need correction every day. But apparently, 
that doesn’t make me a fool.

I was wincing in advance because I was sure to �nd that I was 
the fool, on every page. And I did get pummeled by the proverbs 
in that reading in a number of particular ways. But I came away 
encouraged that even with the pummeling, the voice I heard did 

not condemn me. It welcomed me. It invited me to a feast.
�e wise person is not the one who is already doing all the 

wise things, but the person who persists in eating what’s good 
for his soul: correction.

Another big surprise in my life has been how many of us, for 
how many years and years of our lives, are able to move in the 
vicinity of Wisdom, to sit at her table – to hear her voice, to put 
her food to our lips – but without any actual reception of her 
nourishment. Without any actual, simple, everyday “I’m sorry” 
act of repentance.

We’re very ready to admit in a vague way that we’re desperately 
in need of divine teaching, and of divine mercy. But when it comes 
to our particulars – the daily rub of our relationship with our 
spouse or children, an anger problem, drunkenness or adultery 
or lying, malicious speaking, our lack of forgiveness, our lack of 
tender-heartedness – we leave the voice of Christ no room to 
correct or to defend us. 

We jump to our own defense.
I do this. I do it re�exively. Wisdom stands in a public place 

and calls. And in lieu of a courageously wise friend, life itself 
often smites us on the head, breaks our jaw, knocks us hard in 
the stomach. People close to us quite often literally plead with 
us in tears – but to no avail, if we are fools. Which is to say, if we 
are not correctable.

�e surprise is both how easy it is to be wise, and how hard.
“So teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 

wisdom.” (Psalm 90:12)
Wise hearts are not those which are impregnable to rebuke 

because of already doing all the wise things; they are not hearts 
which can de�ect the sting of remorse or the crush of guilt because 
of being so blameless, or hearts that in their own defense have 
no need of an advocate.

Wise hearts can be broken.
“Rebuke is more e�ective for a wise man
than a hundred blows on a fool.” (Proverbs 17:10)  

Heidi Zartman, 
Shafter, CA
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Another year has come and gone, and again we have been 
blessed with another wonderful HYC for the record 

books! For HYC 2021, our camper theme was…(Can you say 
it with me campers?) BIBLICAL JUSTICE AND MERCY! 

Due to the recent increased conversation about social justice 
and the push to accept the doctrine of Critical Race �eory 
(CRT), Micah 6:8 was chosen as the theme verse for this year’s 
lectures. Micah 6:8 reads as follows:

“He has shown you, O man, what is good;
And what does the Lord require of you
But to do justly,
To love mercy
And to walk humbly with your God?”

Our brothers and sisters in Christ were met Monday evening 
with a wonderful taco salad for supper, provided by our all-star 
cook roster (led by Warren and Laura Nuss). What followed 
was our icebreakers, which helped us get to know each other 
better. Booming thunder, pelting rain, and “blinding” lightning 
(as described by camper Henry Powell) woke up many HYC 
attendees Tuesday morning, and we continued to have scattered 
downpours throughout our time at camp.

�rough a series of lectures provided by our pastors (Reverends 
Grossman, Gobelman, Klynsma, Bowen, Voytek, Opp, Blair, 
Johnson, Schwichtenberg, Lassley) and students (David Voytek 
and Matthew Dawn), our campers were in for a treat

Campers learned that God requires perfect obedience to His 

Biblical  
Justice and Mercy
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law. Yet, no matter what good we do in the world, we cannot 
achieve salvation through our own means. However, while God 
is just, He is also merciful. He sent His only begotten Son to live 
as a man, be tempted by every temptation imaginable, and take 
on the punishment that according to the law rightly belonged 
to us. �is is how God has revealed Himself. �erefore, out of 
thankfulness we are called to love justice, mercy, and humility. 
�is goes for us as individuals and as the church of God. Because 
we have known and felt the mercy of God, as Christians there 
should be no such thing as favoritism to one group at the expense 
of another. Campers learned that regardless of gender, race, or 
ethnicity we are all united in our same need for salvation in Christ. 
We have seen the world’s version of ‘justice’ on display for the last 
year, and it is never satis�ed. �is is not to say that evil things 
don’t happen, and evil people are not brought to justice in this life. 
However, as Christians, we are to look forward to Christ’s �nal 
coming where He will judge the living and the dead. �e wicked 
will be cast out, but those who He has saved will have eternal life. 

One of the major recreational activities of Tuesday was the 
annual competition for the HYC cup, which included a new 
built-in scavenger hunt, and an extra team of crack-counselors 
to compete with the campers (they tried). �e event was full of 
surprises, including one of our own pastors (Rev Lee Johnson) 
getting christened with a water balloon! �e last part of the scav-
enger hunt was for campers to �nd Reverend McGee, which 
meant traversing the leech infested waters of the camp lake to 
�nd him! Truly an adventure unlike any other. 

�e rain continued to be a part of the schedule with more thun-
der and lightning on the side. Returning was the Ask-a-Pastor 
section where campers where able to remain anonymous as they 
wrote in their questions/concerns. Although the answers given 
were clear and concise, do not forget, dear reader, that your own 
pastor is always there for you. Never be afraid to reach out. At 
the end of the night, was our talent show, which came packed 
with musical performances, humorous skits, standup comedy, and 

even card tricks! Always an absolute pleasure to witness. Free time 
throughout the week included art/craft classes taught by Phoebe 
Dawn, line dancing led by Carolyn Rayhons, and a grueling game 
of capture the �ag against the Junior campers. �e Juniors came 
out on top this year, but they will fall in 2022! 

As �ursday rolled around, campers prepared to go back into 
the world as di�erent groups journeyed to Sylvan Lake, the Sun-
day Gulch hike, and the appropriately dubbed ‘Waterfall Hike.’ 
After supper, everyone �ocked up the hill to Senior Hall, where 
we had our hymn sing to close us out for the night. Hearing the 
voices of fellow believers singing the same praise to our great and 
awesome God is always one of the highlights of HYC for yours 
truly. Afterward, Senior campers prepared to square o� against 
the Counselors in the annual nighttime volleyball game. �ough 
they strove valiantly against us, Team Counselor prevailed. While 
Junior campers had their camp�re, Senior campers went on their 
night hike with Director Fickbohm. Graduating seniors were 
given an opportunity to share their experiences at camp, and their 
growth in their faith journeys throughout the years. Director 
Fickbohm closed with a devotion. It was very encouraging for 
yours truly to hear such wonderful testimony from so many dif-
ferent people. Praise the Lord for His faithfulness to His people!

As Friday morning rolled around, we knew what was coming. 
After a fun, food-�lled (spiritual and physical) week we were all 
heading home. We give thanks to God for His perfect justice and 
wonderful mercies that He has showed us. �anks be to God 
for Director Matt Fickbohm and the faithful work of his wife 
Heather for organizing our wonderful camp. �anks, as well, to 
the cooks, Warren and Laura Nuss and their sta�! To all the 
pastors, counselors, and especially you campers…�ank you for 
an awesome HYC 2021. See you all next year! 

Silas Henderson,  
Pierre, SD
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1. A PREACHER RANKLES A POWERFUL MONARCH 
James I (1566-1625) was both King of England and Ireland, 

and James VI of Scotland. He was famous for his wa�ing ir-
resolution, so that when an emboldened Reformer was invited to 
preach, he steadied himself for his anticipated roar.  Known as a 
lion in the pulpit, the guest preacher read a text which seemed to 
�t the vacillating king. �e text was: “James One, Six”(!) and then 
the words: “But let him ask in faith nothing wavering. For he that 
waveth is like a wave of the sea, driven by the wind and tossed.”   

“God’s faith!” cried the king. “He’s at me already.”

2.   HISTORY DOES NOT REPEAT ITSELF, BUT IT 
DOES RHYME.

�e above saying (wrongly attributed to Mark Twain) describes 
the brotherly confrontations between John Calvin and his friend, 
William Farel. We remember Farel’s “tough love” with Calvin 
when he �rst visited Geneva, traveling to Strasburg in 1535, 
where he intended to spend the rest of his life as a scholar in quiet 
retirement. But Farel cornered him in his quarters and rebuked 
Calvin, campaigning vigorously for him to stay on in Geneva to 
build the Church of God.  According to Calvin, Farel burned 
with “extraordinary zeal” and “strained with every nerve to detain 

Anecdotes  
of Church History
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me.” He reported that Farel assured him that God would “curse” 
his studies and the peace he sought “if I withdrew and refused 
my help when the need for it was so urgent. I was terror-stricken 
that I abandoned the journey I had planned;...”

But the thunderous confrontation was only Act 1. Later, after 
Calvin was ‘run out of Geneva’ and settled into the quietude of 
Strasburg, where he was received like a “diamond” (according 
to �eodore Beza), he was eventually pursued by the Geneva 
authorities to re-assume his ministerial responsibilities there.  
Calvin balked, writing Farel: “Whenever I call to mind the state 
of wretchedness in which my life was spent when there, how can 
it be otherwise but that my very soul must shudder when any 
proposal is made for my return?” Again: “�is I can testify, that 
not a day passed away in which I did not ten times over long for 
death; but as for leaving the Church to remove elsewhere, such 
a thought never once came into my mind.” 

What in�uence, then, would turn the tide? �e answer: Wil-
liam Farel, a veritable “son of Boanerges.” In a letter dated February 
1541, he prevailed upon Calvin to relent. We have Calvin’s own 
testimony of its sizzling content: “You have been of unspeakable 
distress to me with your thundering and lightning...Is it necessary 
that you make me so sad and almost renounce our friendship?” 
But after delaying for a little time, he �nally answered: “I yield, 
I surrender!”

Farel’s second mission to Calvin was reminiscent of his �rst, 
but with one caveat. When Calvin was wooed the �rst time, he 
was called to serve in a �eld that was largely amorphous; his 
focus was his own studies in a city where he could study in rela-
tive quietude. But when summoned to return to his old roust, 
his wounds reminded him that this theater was more a theater 
of war than a furlough.  Farel’s second remonstrance, although 
minus his leonine presence, was equal to his �rst. �us, when 
Calvin prayed, “My heart I o�er �ee promptly and sincerely,” 
he did so knowing that the furnace of a�iction awaited him in 
Geneva. While Farel’s  in-person remonstrance was convincing; 
his second was more e�ectual. While not a replica, it proves that 
history does rhyme. 

3. A CULTURAL ACHEIVEMENT IS DAMNED.
Vincent McNabb (1868-1943), Dominican scholar and 

preacher, was ordained in 1891, and was conferred with the high-
est Dominican rank, Master of theology. He was an author of 30 
books, but despised city life in New York City as well as modern 
conveniences like the typewriter, which he refused to use. When 
someone tried to convince him that the typewriter was both an 
e�cient and signi�cant cultural advance, he responded, sharply:  
“And the central heating in Hell is very e�cient, too.”  

4. THE DUSTY BIBLE
Ronald Knox (1888-1957) converted from Anglicanism to the 

Roman Catholic Church in 1917, and was known as a brilliant 
wit and satirist. In 1939 he resigned from Oxford university to 

consecrate himself to translate the Latin Vulgate into English. 
�is project ended in 1948, but the Knox Bible failed to achieve 
the success and interest that was anticipated. In re�ecting on 
things, he reported that while he went about preaching, he would 
often ask “the Parish priest for a Bible to verify my text from, there 
was generally an ominous pause of twenty minutes or so before 
he returned, banging the leaves of the sacred volume and visibly 
blowing on the top.”

5.  BLUNDERING DIPLOMACY 
Ministers are charged to study both the peace and purity of the 

Church. But sometimes this charge is glossed over, in the heat of 
the battle, even by the Reformed.  For example, Lucas Lindeboom 
and Maarten Noordtij were contemporary Dutch ministers and 
professors of theology during the days of Herman Bavinck, and 
who opposed a publication called “�e Advice of the Reformed 
Churches regarding the unity of education for the Minister of the 
Word.”  �e publication that appeared in 1902 �oated what was 
titled the “Concept-contract,” which advised that the churches and 
the Union of Higher Education were to appoint professors who 
would promote the higher education, the result being that both 
the seminary and the Free University in Holland would become 
one school and the professors teach in each, so that each institution 
would serve as the corollary of the other.  But Lindeboom and 
Noordtij �ercely opposed the “Concept-contract.” Paradoxically, 
they launched a �erce, polarizing debate in a church publication 
called Irene(!)

6.  KNOWING GOD VERSUS KNOWING ABOUT GOD.
Joel Beeke in his book, Reformed Preaching, provides a lucid il-

lustration of the chasm between knowing God and knowing about 
God.  A friend of his who was quite in�uential in his life was in a 
bookstore in Holland, when he noticed that the bookseller had 
some of his own books for sale there, too. He was curious about 
the cost of his books, so he picked up one and turned it over, when 
the clerk came over and inquired if he knew the author of the 
book. Beeke’s friend responded coyly: “I think I do.”  �e clerk 
chimed that he knew him, too, when the author retorted: “No, 
you don’t know him.”  �e salesman was ba�ed, so the minister 
explained:  “If you knew the author, you would have greeted him 
when he walked in the door. I am the author!” 

�e clerk’s face crimsoned and he sputtered: “But I feel like I 
know you. I read your book.”

“Yes,” replied the author, “but you don’t know me.” 
Many think they know the Lord, having read His book, the 

Bible, but have never met Him.

7.  THE SUBLETY OF RELIGIOUS PRIDE. 
In her play, �e Zeal of �y House, Dorothy Sayers, illustrates 

the insidious sin of pride. �e plot concerns the reconstruction 
of Canterbury Cathedral that was partially destroyed by a �re.  
To rebuild the Cathedral, the church authorities hire an architect 
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named William of Sens to spearhead the workforce. William has 
a passion to build an extravagant edi�ce, ostensibly for the glory of 
God and the advancement of God’s kingdom.  Tragically, before 
the rebuild is completed, William su�ers an accident by falling 
several feet, leaving him seriously injured. Hurt and humbled, 
William then summons a priest to confess his sins. He reaches 
deep within himself, and confesses all the sins he can recall. �en, 
the angel Michael comes to William and tells him that God is 
punishing him for his great sin. “What sin?” William retorts. 
“Didn’t I just confess all my sin?...” “�e cathedral!”, Michael re-
plied. What William imagined he was building for God’s glory 
was really for his own. 

Note: �e story is vindicated historically: �e Jews boasted: 
“�e temple of the Lord, the temple of the Lord, the temple 
of the Lord” ( Jeremiah 7:4). And, in 2019, a �re gutted much 
(including the Spire) of the Cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris, 
which today is being rebuilt for reasons blatantly impious and 
every bit as prideful. �e motives are Mary-centered (it is Notre 
Dame, “our Lady”) and people-centered. As French President 
Emmanuel Macron stated: “...it [Notre Dame] is the symbol of 
our people, of their capacity to overcome hardships, and to recover.”  
(my emphasis)

8.  ALICE IN WONDERLAND
Professor OT Allis (1880-1973), who taught at Princeton 

�eological Seminary from 1910-1929, was an independently 
wealthy man. His property in Philadelphia even served as the 
�rst home of Westminster �eological Seminary, when it was 
founded in 1929, and before the school transferred to its present 
Glenside site. Allis was an Old Testament scholar and philolo-
gist whose books on the Old Testament such as Prophecy and the 
Church, included devastating critiques of the theology known as 
“dispensationalism,” a theology that plagues evangelical churches 
and lampoons the covenant theology of the Reformed.  His criti-
cisms were by no means lost on dispensationalists, whose think-
tank is Dallas �eological Seminary, where Allis is sometimes 
dismissed as “Allis in Wonderland.” 

8. RELIGION AND GRAHAM CRACKERS
Sylvester Graham (1794-1851) was a Presbyterian minister 

famous for his preaching and dietary reforms. He is often called 
“the Father of vegetarianism” in the United States and at one time 
was more famous than �omas Welch, the Methodist layman 
who gave us Welch’s Grape Juice as a substitute for wine. Graham 
himself became a teetotaler and his book, Treatise on Bread and 
Bread Crackers, packed the bookstores with people searching for a 
recipe for a longer life. Not surprisingly, Graham’s speeches were 
vigorously opposed by butchers and bakers.  

      He became a food faddist, and developed graham �our, 
and graham bread, and graham crackers. And as for long life, he 
died at the age of 57! (While dying he claimed that his doctor’s 
prescription of liquor hurried his illness). Today he is vaguely 
remembered, not so much for giving us the gospel, but the GRA-
HAM CRACKER. 

9.  GREEN WITH ENVY? 
Edward Irving (1892-1828) ministered in the Church of Scot-

land and was famous for pulpit �amboyance and indulgence of 
Pentecostalism, which included prophecies, speaking in tongues, 
and the claims of reviving the miraculous gifts of the Apostolic 
Church. His mentor, the Rev. �omas Chalmers, although a 
friend, was not impressed with his �amboyant claims, although he 
was asked by Irving to oversee the dedication of the new church in 
London 1827. Although he earnestly asked for Chalmer’s partici-
pation, he seemed to somersault, when he saw the church building 
swelling with those who loved Chalmer’s preaching.  He resolved 
not to play second �ddle to Chalmers, o�ering prayers that lasted 
over 40 minutes before the commencement began over an hour 
later.  Later in life, Chalmers reported that the seats were �lled 
for three hours before he preached, and that Irving volunteered to 
help (?) Chalmers by reading Scripture in his stead. Permission 
granted; Irving chose Psalm 119:1-176!

Jim West,  
Sacramento, CA
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We live at a point in history where there is real anger 
against the government. �is is as true of the present 

administration as it was the one previous – and is just as sinful. 
Both the left and the right refuse to respect leaders of whom 
they do not approve.

�is is nothing new. �is issue was present in Paul’s day, which 
is why he addressed it in Romans 13.1-6. 

I. HONOUR OUR RULERS APPOINTED BY GOD
�e bottom line is that God tells us very clearly that he chooses 

our leaders, and we are required to honour those he places in 
power. Since I am writing to Christians, I want to focus in on 
our duties. It is tempting to respect only those leaders whom we 
admire and despise those whom we do not approve.

 Regardless of who leads this country, the Bible is clear, those 
in authority are to be given our respect, prayers, and due obedi-
ence. We read in Romans 13.1, “Let every soul be subject to the 
governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, 
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God.” Here we have 
the reason why we should submit to our leaders. �ey have been 
appointed by God. God has placed them in authority. �erefore, 
to rebel or to disrespect our leaders is to rebel against God himself. 

�e Heidelberg Catechism discusses the �fth commandment, 
honour thy father and thy mother, in question 104, where it 
says, “�at I show all honour, love, and faithfulness to my father 
and mother, and to all in authority over me; submit myself with 
due obedience to all their good instruction and correction, and 

also bear patiently with their in�rmities, since it is God’s will to 
govern us by their hand.” We see here that the commandment 
applies not only to parents, but, in the catechism’s words, to “all 
in authority over me.”  �ey will not be perfect, but we are told 
to “bear patiently with their in�rmities.” And then the reason is 
given, “it is God’s will to govern us by their hand.” 

It is for this reason that we next read in Romans 13.2, “�ere-
fore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgement on themselves.” �e 
meaning of this verse is very clear, to resist our leaders is to resist 
God. But the Scriptures go further than that. We are commanded 
in Exodus 22.28, “You shall not revile God, nor curse a ruler of 
your people.” See how reviling God and cursing our rulers are 
connected to each other in this verse. �is should give us pause. 

II. HONOUR RULERS EVEN WHEN UNGODLY
�e Bible shows us that this respect is to be shown even to 

wicked rulers. Paul, for instance, showed respect for the Jewish 
high priest, although the man was thoroughly corrupt. We read 
in Acts 23.1, “�en Paul, looking earnestly at the council, said, 
Men and brethren, I have lived in all good conscience before God 
until this day. And the high priest Ananias commanded those 
who stood by him to strike him on the mouth. �en Paul said 
to him, God will strike you, you whitewashed wall! For you sit 
to judge me according to the law, and do you command me to be 
struck contrary to the law? And those who stood by said, “Do 
you revile God’s high priest?” �en Paul said, “I did not know, 

Romans 13.1-6  

A Godly Attitude Towards 

Government
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brethren, that he was the high priest; for it is written, You shall 
not speak evil of a ruler of your people.”

What makes this story all the more striking is that Ananias was 
a political appointee. He was nominated to the o�ce by Herod, 
king of Chalcis, in A.D. 48. So this man became High Priest in 
a corrupt way. Regardless of this fact, he did hold this position, 
and Paul recognised that respect must be given.

Or take David. King Saul, in a jealous rage, went out with his 
army to track down and kill David. �en, in the providence of 
God, David had an opportunity to kill this wicked man who 
had greatly abused his position of leadership. So what does he 
do? We read in I Samuel 26.7-11, “So David and Abishai came 
to the people by night; and there Saul lay sleeping within the 
camp, with his spear stuck in the ground by his head. And Abner 
and the people lay all around him. �en Abishai said to David, 
God has delivered your enemy into your hand this day. Now 
therefore, please, let me strike him at once with the spear, right 
to the earth; and I will not have to strike him a second time! And 
David said to Abishai, Do not destroy him; for who can stretch 
out his hand against the Lord’s anointed, and be guiltless? David 
said furthermore, As the Lord lives, the Lord shall strike him, or 
his day shall come to die, or he shall go out to battle and perish. 
�e Lord forbid that I should stretch out my hand against the 
Lord’s anointed.”

David recognised that God had chosen Saul to be king. �ere-
fore, even though Saul was trying to murder him, he would not 
attack or hurt the king. 

�is does not mean, of course, that we are forbidden to dis-
agree respectfully with those in authority over us. We read in I 
Timothy 5.1, “Rebuke not an elder, but entreat him as a father.” 
And we have examples of this in the Bible. Let me give a few. 
Samuel rebuked King Saul in I Samuel 13 and 15. Nathan re-
buked King David in II Samuel 12. Elijah rebuked King Ahab 
in I Kings 18. Jeremiah rebuked King Zedekiah in Jeremiah 34. 
Each of these prophets rebuked a king, but none of them treated 
God’s anointed with disrespect. David believed that God would 
deal with King Saul. After all, it was God who had chosen him 
as king. David himself would not touch the man, but he looked 
to God to deliver him from the king.

Going on, we read in Romans 13.3- 5, “For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of 
the authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the 
same. For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, 
be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s 
minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil. 
�erefore you must be subject, not only because of wrath but 
also for conscience sake.”

�is command of God holds true regardless of the character 
of those he appoints over us. It would be well for us to remember 

what kind of government existed at the time Paul wrote these 
words. Just about the entire known world was part of the Roman 
Empire, and the emperor was Nero. 

What sort of man was it that God commanded the Christians 
of Paul’s day to respect? His history has more scandal than any 
presidential candidate ever had. Nero became emperor because 
his mother, Agrippina, had murdered the Emperor Augustus 
with poison. Nero also committed incest with his mother and 
ultimately had her murdered. He murdered his wife, Poppaea 
Sabina. Some histories say he kicked her to death. He also had 
a homosexual marriage with a young man named Sporus. When 
blamed for a �re that destroyed Rome, he accused the Christians 
of starting the �re. He murdered Christians by throwing them 
to wild beasts and by burning them alive on poles in his garden 
to serve as lights in the evenings. He was Emperor when Paul 
himself was put to death. For all this, God still inspired Paul to 
write Romans 13.1-6. 

Paul made it clear that the approved method of seeking a peace-
ful life lies in prayer and – yes – thanksgiving. Paul urged Timothy 
in I Timothy 2.1-2, “�erefore I exhort �rst of all that supplica-
tions, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all 
men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.” So even 
after the reign of terror of Nero, and during the great persecu-
tions that followed under other Emperors, Paul’s command still 
stands. Believers are to pray for their leaders. He never approves 
of revolt or revolution, but rather submission and respect.

Why would God have us respect evil rulers? To repeat what I 
have written, we are taught that God is the one that chooses our 
leaders. �at being the case, to refuse to honour and respect our 
leaders is to refuse to submit to God’s providence. To rebel against 
them is to rebel against God. We may disagree and be critical of 
their policies, but we are to be a loyal opposition. We are never to 
encourage ridicule of them. Indeed, we can summarise our duties 
in the words of I Peter 2.13-17, “�erefore submit yourselves to 
every ordinance of man for the Lord’s sake, whether to the king 
as supreme, or to governors, as to those who are sent by him for 
the punishment of evildoers and for the praise of those who do 
good. for this is the will of God, that by doing good you may put 
to silence the ignorance of foolish men - as free, yet not using 
liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of God. Honour 
all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king.” 
Peter, who wrote these words, also was executed whilst Nero was 
Emperor of Rome. Still, he writes, the King must be honoured.

III. WHY DOES GOD SOMETIMES 
APPOINT BAD RULERS

Why does God sometimes appoint wicked rulers over his peo-
ple? First, God sometimes sends wicked rulers as a punishment 
upon a people for their sin. Calvin once wrote, “For since a wicked 
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prince is the Lord’s scourge to punish the sins of the people, let us 
remember, that it happens through our fault that this excellent 
blessing of God is turned into a curse.” �is often happened in 
the Old Testament. Just to give one example, we read in Judges 
4.1-3, “When Ehud was dead, the children of Israel again did evil 
in the sight of the Lord. So the Lord sold them into the hand of 
Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. �e commander of 
his army was Sisera, who dwelt in Harosheth Hagoyim. And the 
children of Israel cried out to the Lord; for Jabin had nine hundred 
chariots of iron, and for twenty years he harshly oppressed the 
children of Israel.” �e children of Israel had disobeyed God, and, 
as a result, the Lord allowed a wicked evil king to rule over them. 
�is had the excellent e�ect of causing the Israelites to turn to 
God in prayer. God used a heathen, wicked king to bring about 
repentance in the hearts of his people.

Here is another reason why the Lord gives us rulers who govern 
badly. It’s so that Christians will not trust in any human leader, 
but in Christ alone. It is not enough to respect those leaders we 
do not care for. We must equally be sure that we do not idolise 
those we admire with the devotion and faith due to God alone. 
We are certainly encouraged to do this and are, in fact encour-
aged to do so. 

From the left and right, appeals are made to our hearts which 
are already prone as sinners to idolatry. Listen to these quotes 
from Presidential candidates of both parties. “No matter your 
political a�liation, step out of the shadows and stand for Liberty 
and the American experience, our very way of life.” Also, “We 
need a leader who can rebuild us from the crises we are reeling 
from today and make us stronger and more resilient against the 
demands of the next.” Sounds like the same spin doctor wrote 
both quotes. �e implication is that it is only by electing their 
man that we can enter into a millennium of peace and plenty.  I 
am reminded of what crowds of people said to King Herod just 
before God struck him down. In Acts 12.22 they shouted, “�e 
voice of a god and not of a man!”

We need to remember that we do not place our trust in any 
man, but in God alone. As I have mentioned already and will re-
peat here, to place our trust in any man is idolatry. �is is spelled 
out in question 95 of the Heidelberg Catechism, “Idolatry is to 
conceive or have something else on which to place our trust in-
stead of, or besides the one true God who has revealed himself 
in his Word.”

�e godly attitude is that of Psalm 33.16-20, “No king is saved 
by the multitude of an army; a mighty man is not delivered by great 
strength. A horse is a vain hope for safety; neither shall it deliver 
any by its great strength. Behold, the eye of the Lord is on those 
who fear him, on those who hope in his mercy, to deliver their soul 
from death, and to keep them alive in famine. Our soul waits for 
the Lord; he is our help and our shield.” (Interestingly, it is most 
probable that this psalm was written by David – himself a king!)

Having said that, it is still a terrible judgement of God upon 

the land when he raises up rulers who are wicked. Proverbs 16.12 
says, “It is an abomination for kings to commit wickedness, for a 
throne is established by righteousness.” �e word abomination 
means disgusting or repulsive. God provided human government 
to do the people good. If, however, the people refuse to submit to 
him, the Lord may turn this blessing into a curse.

However, remember the verses I just read from Judges 4. Be-
cause of their rebellion, the Israelites had to serve a wicked foreign 
king for 20 years. What did the Israelites do? �ey began to call on 
the Lord, to repent, and return to him. God sends his chastening 
that his people might serve him once again.

�ere is another reason why God gives a nation wicked rulers. 
God sometimes does this in order that he might make his strength 
known. He demonstrates the fact that his strength and majesty 
are in�nitely greater than the most powerful ruler. When Moses 
confronted the wicked pharaoh who would not let the Israelites 
go, God spoke through him saying in Exodus 9.16, “But indeed 
for this purpose I have raised you up, that I may show my power 
in you, and that my name may be declared in all the earth.” God 
raised up pharaoh so that he might openly destroy him.

We must not be frightened by the actions of those who govern 
us. We are to fear God and him only. After all we are told in Psalm 
75.6-7, “For exaltation comes neither from the east nor from the 
west nor from the south. But God is the judge: he puts down one, 
and exalts another.” God chooses our rulers and changes them 
at his good pleasure. We are not to worry that evil men in power 
can destroy God’s people. Proverbs 21.1 says, “�e king’s heart 
is in the hand of the Lord. Like the rivers of water, he turns it 
wherever he wishes.” God controls the thoughts and actions of 
the wickedest of men, no matter how powerful. 

Earlier I have mentioned verses that show our duty towards 
our rulers is to pray for them. It is a sin to revile those leaders 
whom God has appointed. We can criticise and disagree with 
them, certainly. However, we must always do so with respect 
for the positions in which God has placed them. Still, unless we 
are commanded to do something sinful, for instance, perform a 
homosexual marriage in our church, we must obey and not rebel.

And what if it all goes wrong? Romans 12.19 says, “Beloved, do 
not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is writ-
ten, Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” Remember, 
human rulers are temporary. Even our citizenship in an earthly 
country only lasts for a few years. �e truth is, Christians are 
citizens of the kingdom of heaven for ever. 

And so let us pray for the rulers of our country as God has 
commanded us. Respect them because God has chosen them. 
Pray that God will be with them and guide them. Pray that God 
will restrain their evil intentions and cause them to lead us in 
ways that are good.  

Rev. David Dawn,  
Sioux Falls, SD
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While the text of this morning’s meditation is from Psalm 
37, the impetus for it is found in Ecclesiastes 7:1-2.  “A 

good name is better than precious ointment, And the day of 
death than the day of one’s birth; (2) Better to go to the house 
of mourning �an to go to the house of feasting, For that is the 
end of all men; And the living will take it to heart.”

�e death of one who is dear to us prompts a wide range of 
reactions in us and sometimes those reactions even seem to be in 
con�ict with one another.  No doubt this has been the case with 
the passing of our dear brother and fellow-laborer, �omas.  As 
Christians, we rightly hold fast to the truth of the true bodily 
resurrection of the Savior as the �rst-fruit of those who sleep and 
the certain hope which extends to us because of that true bodily 
resurrection.  But at the same time, we mourn such a death and 

this is also right.  �e Scriptures tell us that Death is the enemy 
and is the last enemy to be destroyed.  Death is a reminder that the 
world is now terminally fallen in sin and death is the consequence 
of sin.  It is also a reminder that apart from the redeeming work of 
the Savior, utter destruction awaits us.  As Ecclesiastes reminds 
us, death and mourning are occasions of taking to heart some of 
the greatest lessons which can be learned, but from which each 
of us also tend to recoil.

So, what lessons should we learn as we acknowledge the 
Lord’s taking of �omas to Himself?  �e answer today is found 
in Psalm 37 as a whole but we will focus on verses 18 to 23.  �is 
Psalm shifts back and forth in a compare and contrast between 
the wicked and the upright.  My focus will be primarily on the 
upright.

Opening Devotions 
Westminster Biblical Missions

Spring 2021 Meeting

Psalm 37:18 – 23
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Verse 18 �e LORD knows the days of the upright, And 
their inheritance shall be forever.
One of the great comforts of the biblical revelation that the Lord 
is sovereign over the a�airs and mankind is knowing that each of 
us do not exist in a mere random chance universe, but that our 
days – even our hairs – are numbered and known by our Creator.

�is is universally true but the text draws our attention to the 
“upright.”  Each of those who stand in the righteousness of Christ 
are known in a way distinct from the wicked.  �e Lord knows 
and directs our birth, life and death for His glory and our good.  
�e way and life of the wicked is also known, but for judgment.

Nevertheless, this does not mean that the good is always 
apparent to us.  It is likewise true that the righteous are often 
the poor and weak in the world, but this does not mean that the 
promise has failed or the Lord delights in our su�ering.  On the 
contrary, as the text reveals, the inheritance of the righteous is 
eternal.

�omas was born in 1956 in Detroit, Michigan.  It was ac-
cording to most measures a golden age for the Motor City.  But at 
the age of two, his family left Detroit and moved to another golden 
land:  California.  Except for a few short episodes, California was 
his lifetime home.  Now, that lifetime is over, but whatever glories 
existed or exist in places like post-war Detroit or the early boom 
years of California, those glories fade into dim insigni�cance in 
light of the golden inheritance he now beholds with unveiled 
eyes and undimmed hope for the resurrection of the Last Day.

�is is the hope common to the Lord’s people and we regu-
larly and formally acknowledge that hope each Lord’s Day.  But 
it is at times like these that the hope becomes starkly real in a 
very immediate way.  We will no longer see him or hear him in 
this life.  �ere will be little reminders today and days following.  
Take those moments for good reminders of the promises of the 
gospel – each of those in Christ live in the hope and assurance 
of that eternal, golden inheritance.

�is is likewise central to the e�ort in ful�lling the mandate 
of the Great Commission.  Whatever else we may do or say, this 
hope and this truth are and ought to be central.  If you or I ever 
lose sight of this, individually or corporately, we have lost our 
way.  As one who worked side-by-side with �omas in his �nal 
years, I can testify that he never lost sight of this.  His zeal for 
the truth of the gospel never waned, and his zeal for souls never 
diminished.  If there is a worthy legacy to emulate in our labors, 
this is certainly a worthy one.

Verses 19-22 �ey shall not be ashamed in the evil time, 
And in the days of famine they shall be satis�ed.  But the wicked 
shall perish; And the enemies of the LORD, Like the splendor 
of the meadows, shall vanish. Into smoke they shall vanish away.  
�e wicked borrows and does not repay, But the righteous shows 
mercy and gives.  For those blessed by Him shall inherit the earth, 
But those cursed by Him shall be cut o�. 

Whatever I have said before does not negate or minimize 

the often-di�cult realities of the Christian life.  �e life of our 
brother was not all rosy paths and beds of ease.  �omas came 
from a broken home.  His parents divorced when he was 13.  He 
was separated from his three sisters who lived with his mother 
as he and his brothers lived with his father.  As you can imagine, 
for a young teen, this was very di�cult.  Yet, when our brother 
ever talked about such things, he consistently focused on the 
blessings which abounded to him.

While this experience was not a famine in a formal sense, it 
was a time of great loss.  It was at this time that a faithful pastor 
came alongside and helped him and his father.  �is gentle man 
had a lifelong impact on the young �omas.  �at is, as the text 
says, in the time of “famine,” what he needed most was supplied in 
great abundance.  Rev. Brice was, as it were, the hands and voice 
of the Savior.  �at is to say, he ministered to those the Lord 
had brought to him spiritually meeting the young man where 
he found him.  Is this not the work of the pastor?  Is this not the 
work of missions?

�ere were other times of loss and hardship.  He and Carolyn 
lost an infant covenant child, a daughter.  Not very long ago, they 
lost a grandson in infancy.  Some might conclude that the Lord 
did not care for or determine such things.  �e Lord’s provision 
in light of these losses would demonstrate otherwise, but you 
and I have a di�erent perception of reality as contrasted to the 
wicked.  Verse 20 reveals that di�erence.

Notice that the wicked are like the splendor of the meadow.  
At this time in the central valley of California, there is an explo-
sion of green grass, lea�ng trees, and wild�owers of every color, 
shape, and size.  In a few weeks, you will be hard-pressed to �nd 
evidence that reality ever existed in the central valley.  �e wicked 
often appear strong, glorious, and long-lasting.  �ey think that 
the way things are is the way they shall ever be; but the righteous 
know better.

�e means available to the gospel minister are inherently 
glorious, but outwardly humble especially in comparison to the 
outward strength and so-called glory of the wicked.  �e wicked, 
without remorse or repentance, takes and keeps what does not 
belong to him as verse 21 shows.  Undoubtedly, the wicked often 
have the power to do so for a time, but verse 22 shows the true 
nature of the case

�e death of our brother, and the instruction of Ecclesiastes, 
compels us to consider ultimate ends and ultimate purposes. 
Verse 22 plainly declares the ultimate end and the ultimate pur-
pose.  �e blessing of God on the upright (through redemption 
accomplished and applied by Christ and through the Holy Spirit) 
is to inherit what the wicked have attempted to seize.  Once 
again in the Scriptures, we see the Lord’s purpose to overturn 
the “natural” order.  You and I have the sure promise that every 
purpose of God will be ful�lled, “For [ Jesus Christ] must reign 
till He has put all enemies under His feet.” (I Corinthians 15:25)

�is is also why you and I can pursue the work before us 
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in con�dence apart from the metrics the world values.  We also 
know, but should also be reminded of what verse 23 declares

Verse 23 �e steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD, 
And He delights in his way.

�omas’ path to ministry and missions was not a straight one.  
While living in Southern California, he worked as a mechanic, 
a short-order cook, and as a union carpenter in construction for 
15 years.  After this he went to seminary later in life than what is 
considered traditional.  Was this happenstance?  Most emphati-
cally, the answer must be no.

�is life-journey provided him with a perspective which 
was helpful in ways a fresh-faced 25-year-old M. Div. graduate 
could not have.  One of the blessings of working so closely with 
�omas in these past years was observing his ability to connect 
with just about anyone in both a church context and tent-making 
context.  Truly, he represented the Pauline attitude found in I 
Corinthians 9:19-22,

For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a 
servant to all, that I might win the more;  (20)  and to the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under 
the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under 
the law;  (21)  to those who are without law, as without law (not 
being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), 
that I might win those who are without law;  (22)  to the weak 
I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all 
things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

�is spirit of service and meeting people where they are was 
true in his �rst pastoral call in Willows, California, (I have fam-
ily members who were deeply impacted by his ministry there) 
his missionary endeavors in Mbale, Uganda, and his labors in 

Modesto and Lodi, California.  Again, this is not to say everything 
was perfect, nor that he was a perfect pastor as though that were 
possible.  Rather, it is to highlight two truths:

First, his steps were ordered by the Lord and were a means 
of making him the man of God he was and the Lord delighted 
– and we can safely say – delights in the way he walked.  Each of 
us who serve Westminster Biblical Missions do so with a lifetime 
of experiences and insights.  While these are not infallible, they 
are ordered by the Lord and He has ordered them for you so 
that you can serve Him better whether in service to this mission 
board, or in your other callings in the world and church.  But 
there is a caveat.

Second, your experience, while important, is not the end.  
Psalm 119:9-10 declares, “How can a young man cleanse his way? 
By taking heed according to Your word.  (10)  With my whole 
heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your com-
mandments!”  If you or I in self-will and self-law depart from the 
path, we cannot expect the Lord’s delight or blessing.  �is is true 
individually and corporately.  �e Lord’s providential ordering of 
your life is not an end in itself and does not overrule the Lord’s 
revelation in the written Word.  At every turn, you must ask, 
how does the Lord’s working in my life help me serve better in 
accordance with His word?

May you and I use all of our knowledge, talents, and experi-
ence to exalt the name of Jesus Christ and pursue our callings 
regulated by the Word of God and may this be our legacy in the 
service of the king with Westminster Biblical Missions. 

Rev. Doug Schlegel
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On June 28th of 2020, Brady and Faith Vander Vorst became members of First Reformed Church 
(Herreid). Brady and their daughter Hadley were baptized. �en on March 28th of 2021 their 
second daughter Lainey was baptized.

On May 2nd of 2021, Maecie 
Beck (daughter of Matt and Cor-
rina) was baptized.
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On June 13th of 2021, Kaden Sayler and Alexis Goehring were con�rmed and 
publicly confessed their faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.



Enclosed is a picture of the two recent communicant membership re-
ceptions at Heritage RCUS, Waymart, PA. The lady on my right is 
Mrs. Stephanie Carsillo and the lady on my left is Mrs. Hillary Anthony. 

We thank God that Fred Nelson passed his exam and 
was con�rmed as a communicant member of Provi-
dence RCUS on June 6, 2021.
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LADIES’ SUMMER 
CONFERENCE
When: Friday & Saturday, August 27-28, 2021; 
Friday: 6:00-9:00 PM; Saturday: 8:00 AM-12:00 PM

Where: Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE

Who: Christina Fox

What: A Holy Fear (Lectures based on her book 
“A Holy Fear: Trading Lesser Fears for the Fear
of the Lord” - Available at Amazon)

Cost: Free

Housing: Fox Hollow Motel: (402) 773-4464; 
email: foxhollowmotel@gmail.com

Meals: Provided at Hope Reformed Church

Sign Up: www.hopereformedrcus.com ... 
use the contact tab to send your 
information or ask questions

MISSIONFEST
AT HOPE REFORMED CHURCH, SUTTON

When: Sunday, October 10, 2021 (Lord willing!)

**Sunday School: 9:00 AM; Worship: 10:30 AM; 
Meal: 12:00 PM; Hymn Sing: 1:45 PM; 
Worship: 2:00 PM; Worship: 7:00 PM

Where: Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE

Who: Dr. Ian Hamilton

What: Psalm 139

1. The God who knows everything

2. The God who is everywhere present

3. The God whose power is boundless

4. The God who is all holy

Meal: Sunday, Oct. 10, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
(Hope Church Basement) 

Questions: www.hopereformedrcus.com ... 
use the contact tab to send your question




