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BBack in 1944, a movie called “Gaslight” was released.  A key to the plot was 
the husband, over time, gradually dimming the gaslights in the house, while 

insisting to his wife that her perception of the dimming lights was a delusion. 
The lights haven’t been dimmed; he maintains. His intent…. to have his wife 
doubt her grip on reality.  He was “gaslighting” her, as that movie gave rise to 
that term as it is used in in the realm of psychology, politics, philosophy as well 
as theology. Wikipedia gives this helpful definition:  

Gaslighting is a form of psychological manipulation in which a person or a group 
covertly sows seeds of doubt in a targeted individual or group, making them question 
their own memory, perception, or judgment. It may evoke changes in them such as 
cognitive dissonance or low self-esteem, rendering the victim additionally dependent on 
the gaslighter for emotional support and validation. Using denial, misdirection, contra-
diction and disinformation, gaslighting involves attempts to destabilize the victim and 
delegitimize the victim’s beliefs. The goal of gaslighting is to gradually undermine the 
victim’s confidence in their own ability to distinguish truth from falsehood, right from 
wrong, or reality from delusion, thereby rendering the individual or group pathologically 
dependent on the gaslighter for their thinking and feelings.

Hmmm….the goal of gaslighting is the acceptance of misinformation 
as reality.  Would it be a stretch to see gaslighting at work during the covid19 
epoch by some of those in authority? With the help of most of the media, were 
not Americans gaslighted by having us live in fear of getting covid19 and accept-
ing that reality is lockdowns, social distancing and seeing each other only behind 
facemasks? Would it be fair to say that even as we continued to drive above the 
speed limit, we were docile in keeping the mandates as we were gaslighted to do?  
Are we being gaslighted to think that it is our patriotic duty to get the vaccine? 

There is a lot of the science related to the “pandemic” that even “post-
pandemic” we do not yet know, but we do know from actual experienced reality 
that much of the “science” that was followed during it was misinformation (look, 
for instance, at pertinent statistics of States that “opened up” versus those that 
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stayed more locked down). Wasn’t gaslighting evident when the 
rational, reality- based thinking that led to some states lifting 
covid 19 mandates was called “neanderthal” by federal authorities?

Gaslighting is sadly also common in interpersonal rela-
tionships, where one person may continually be undermining the 
other’s grasp of reality (like in that movie “Gaslight”).  “I never 
said that.  You’re delusional- you’re not seeing things as they really 
are.   It’s YOU, not ME.  You’re hearing things again.  You’re acting 
crazy. You’re the one who needs help”.  Counselees who do not 
want to repent quite commonly try to gaslight their counselors!

Gaslighting has been a common tactic in religious cults.  
Remember the 1978 Jonestown massacre under Jim Jones, where 
he charismatically had the whole community surrender to his 
version of reality? 

History witnesses to the gaslighting of entire popula-
tions by dictators who ruthlessly squelch those who push back 
against the misinformation posed as reality. Was Stalin’s com-
munism really a “worker’s paradise”?

 In our day, is it not gaslighting for the President to 
state that “we the people” in the preamble to the United States 
Constitution refers to the government?

  And do not companies that want us to buy their products 
gaslight us with their ads that intend to make us doubt we can 
really be happy and fulfilled unless we have more of their latest 
stuff.

Gaslighting might be a relatively recent term, but the 
tactic of manipulative misinformation goes all the way back to 
the Creation. We could say the very first instance of “gaslighting” 
took place when the Serpent in the Garden met Eve:

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the 
field which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, 
“Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the 
garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat 
the fruit of the trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree 
which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall 
not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’” Then the serpent 
said to the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows 
that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” So when the woman 
saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of 
its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and 
he ate. (Gen.3:1-6 NKJV)

Misinformation, doubt sown, and Eve and also Adam, 
then acting in acceptance of the twisted, deceptive version of real-
ity, the lie, presented her by the Devil. Gaslighting is evil because 

it is the enemy of the truth; it is an expression of hatred of God 
who is the personification of Truth in the person of Christ Jesus 
who said ( John 14:6): I am the way, the truth, and the life.

Gaslighting, whether it be in the social, or political, or 
economic, or philosophical/theological arena, is always in opposi-
tion to the truth that God has sufficiently and clearly revealed 
by the completed Scriptures that testify to Jesus Christ. Reality 
is defined by the Truth which the gaslighter-in-chief, the Devil, 
always seeks to have us, who are Christ’s, doubt.

In our day of the culture seemingly headed into the abyss 
of delusional reality (lies) grounded in man’s devil-enslaved de-
pravity, theological gaslighting is perhaps the most dangerous 
kind. Because theological gaslighting posits a “woke” Christianity 
somehow not grasped by the orthodox confessions of the church 
dating back to the Nicene Creed. 

Because it is misinformation and misdirection, it is ly-
ing; it manipulatively seeks to undermine the faith which was 
once delivered unto the saints ( Jude vs 3). Such gaslighting 
seeks to casts doubt on such Christian faith orthodoxies as God’s 
attributes, the trinitarian Godhead, the total depravity of man 
in the first Adam, cisgenderism, marriage, law and order, justice, 
the only Savior Christ Jesus, justification by faith not by man’s 
works, sanctification/discipleship, church membership and office, 
marks of the true church and the list could go on. Those creeds 
(studied!) in the back of our hymnals are a time-tested defense 
against being theologically gaslighted.

The only guard against being gaslighted is to be abiding 
in God’s Word.  As Jesus said ( John 8:31-32):

If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free. We 
Christians are also told that God has given us sound mind (2 
Tim.:1:7) which enables to keep on grasping reality as testified 
by the setting-free truth.

Let us be careful and diligent to not allow ourselves to 
be gaslighted in any aspect of our lives.

Believe the gospel every time you hear it and hear it 
continually to heed it and witness it to those have no grip on 
reality, the way it really is; who have been gaslighted by the devil 
and his hosts.

    Let us be abiding in Jesus Christ and we shall know the truth 
and remain set free now and forever. Jesus Christ is indeed THE 
way, THE truth, and THE life.

Rev. George Horner
Ridgeland, SC

(currently)
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Report on the 36th Annual Meeting 
of Northern Plains Classis

BBeloved in Christ, 2020 has been a year to remember (even 
though we would like to forget it). The 36th annual meeting 

of the Northern Plains Classis was refreshing not only to me, 
but for all the delegates who were in attendance. It was a time 
which we could reflect and remember the mercy, grace, and 
faithfulness of God through the covid coaster we all have been 
on for over 365 days. As the reporter on the NPC meeting, I 
will do my best to articulate the worship and work which hap-
pened in Eureka, SD.

Although business was done, the Word of God remained 
central from beginning to end. Pastors Hank Bowen, Michael 
Voytek, and yours truly had an opportunity to exhort the brethren 
with the Word. We were encouraged by them to seek wisdom, 

avoid grumbling, and serve humbly from the books of Exodus, 
Proverbs, and Romans. Then at the end of the meeting, Elder Earl 
Mehlhaff reminded us that salvation and service is all of grace by 
reading from Ephesians 2:1-10. 

In Romans 12:4-6, the Apostle Paul exhorts Christians 
with these words, “For as we have many members in one body, but 
all the members do not have the same function, so we, being many, are 
one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having 
then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use 
them…” In light of this passage, Pastors Hank Bowen (president), 
Paul Henderson (vice-president), James Grossmann (stated clerk), 
and elder Matt Fickbohm (treasurer) put their gifts to use as they 
kept the meeting orderly for the benefit of the delegates. 
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As we continued, we heard the various reports from 
our brothers in Christ. Personally, besides hearing the Word 
proclaimed, I loved and was encouraged by the reports that stated 
how God has been working in each church and through each 
minister. With these reports, you could sense the struggle the 
year 2020 had been on their ministries. Even amid trials, these 
men lifted up the faithfulness and presence of God through fiery 
trials and virus borne tribulations. On more than one occasion, 
the reports pointed to the providence of God. The words of the 
Heidelberg Catechism echo in my ears, “All things come not by 
chance, but by His fatherly hand.” The constitutional questions 
answered by the elders gave proof that despite hardship, the pas-
tors of the NPC continued to preach the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth as well as faithfully administer the 
sacraments. This is important because whether in prosperity 
or adversity, God’s people need the Gospel heard through the 
preaching of the Word and pictured in the sacraments. 

What has been said in the previous paragraph ties in 
well with the roundtable the men discussed on day 2 of our meet-
ing. The special-order topic was “the assessment of the events of 
2020, and the need to prepare for further restrictions against the 
church.” With the various lockdowns and restrictions during the 
Covid-19 pandemic, it is quite evident that the church will face 
hardship and persecution in the years ahead. It is yet uncertain 
the severity of what may come down the road, but it is good for 
us to consider what God may have in store for the future. In 
the end, the delegates concluded that we must continue to press 
on being persistent in prayer and faithful in preaching. We may 
need to be more mindful on what books of the Bible we focus 
on in preaching and teaching, yet the Scriptures always remain 
relevant to our present circumstances. The church militant has 
faced attacks from within and from without for generations. 

When it comes to the specific business of the church, 
here are a few highlights from our meeting. David Voytek remains 
as a student under care of the NPC. He is progressing well in 
his studies at Mid-America Reformed Seminary. As it pertains 
to potential future pastors, it was adopted that the Permanent 
Candidates and Credentials Committee explore and develop a pro-

gram to identify, recruit, and nurture potential pastoral candidates 
within the NPC to help develop the next generation of RCUS pas-
tors. On top of that, the NPC added a $2.00 guideline for student 
development. The primary idea would be that this will aid summer 
internships. In connection to the building up of our youth, the 
delegates adopted the theme Biblical Justice and Mercy for the 2021 
Heidelberg Youth Camp. Probably the biggest business highlight 
was that an overture be sent to the 2021 Synod of the RCUS to 
restore the original boundaries of the NPC to include all churches 
and potential mission works north of I-90. 

I want to give two more highlights. It is hard for me to 
call them highlights as they bring me a bit of sadness. The first 

“highlight” is that Pastor Phil Poe will be retiring at the end of 
June due to health. He had experienced a mini stroke at the end 
of 2020. Phil has recovered well, but he has stated that the effects 
of the mini stroke has slowed him down. As your reporter, I will 
miss brother Phil’s presence at future classis meetings. I consider 
Phil not only my colleague, but also a friend and beloved brother 
in Christ. We give thanks to God for our brother’s many years 
in ministry. The second “highlight” is that the abstract for the 36th 
annual spring meeting of the NPC will be dedicated to the memory of 
Rev. Robert Grossmann, a son of the NPC. Robert grew up in this 
classis, pastored in this classis, and was buried in the boundaries 
of this classis (Hosmer, SD). Although he is with the Lord, his 
many years of faithful ministry continues to impact pastors and 
congregants throughout the NPC.

The members of Eureka Reformed Church showed us 
tremendous hospitality and made sure that no delegate went 
home famished (I still have kuchen in my fridge). The delegates 
expressed this thanks to our brothers and sisters in the Lord: 

“We do truly thank our gracious God and Father for your excellent 
service of love, which you expressed for us, as you provided delicious 
meals, delectable snacks, and plenty of fresh coffee while we conducted 
our labors! Thank you from the bottom of our hearts. May our Lord 
return His blessings down upon you all! In Christ’s love and ours!”

By Pastor Cody Schwichtenberg
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President’s State of the Church Report 
36th Annual Meeting of the Northern Plains Classis

Much esteemed brothers and blessed servants 
of the Lord Jesus Christ,                                                                                 

PPsalm 61 sums up, in my humble opinion, what each of 
you expressed in your Parochial Reports for 2020, 

yea, and that which you are encouraged about for 2021.                                                                                                                                          
So we read:  “Hear my cry, O God; Attend to my prayer. From 
the end of the earth I will cry to You, when my heart is overwhelmed;  
Lead me to rock that is higher than I. For You have been a shel-
ter for me, a strong tower from the enemy.   I will abide in Your 
tabernacle forever;  I will trust in the shelter of Your wings. Selah                         
For You, O God, have heard my vows. You have given me the heri-
tage of those who fear Your name. You will prolong the king’s life, his 
years as many generations. He shall abide before God forever. Oh, 
prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve him!   So I will sing 
praise to Your name forever, that I may daily perform my vows.”                                                           

Simply put then, from your reports God was the one you cried 
out to when your hearts were overwhelmed, when far from the 
regular services and duties, or far from your families and the trials 
they were experiencing, you all in your writings begged God to 
attend to your prayers, that is, not to just casually listen up, but 
to rather address and be directly involved with the things that 
were unfolding before your very eyes! This you did brethren, be-
cause you all expressed in your attitudes and your words that you 
needed more than what you were capable of, and could muster in 
and of yourselves, in dealing with all of these pressures, tensions, 
burdens, and changes, such that in each one of your reports it was 
easy to hear your request for your God to lead to you the rock 
that is higher than you!                                                                  

Indeed it was easy to note in all of your reports that as you cried 
out and made your requests, that God was truly the foundation 
and the ground upon which you all stood and prosecuted the 
spiritual warfare as it was greatly hindered by the entire COVID 
19 mess, and subsequent responses, and foolishness of those who 
never seemed to know exactly what they were doing. Yes, even 
as the election year progressed and we saw the very foundations 
of our society seemingly collapse in front of our eyes, from your 
blessed labors among God’s people, it was an encouragement to 
hear how that our God was surely a Rock for us all! 

That God was therefore a shelter for Rev. Bowen in Aberdeen 
in the midst of personal trials, as well as for Rev. Voytek there on 

the mission field in Dickenson, with a host of families leaving! 
That God was a strong tower from the enemy for Rev. Lassley, 
as they had to deal with a variety of attacks from the adversary, 
dealing with a host of issues concerning this COVID menace, 
while Rev. Schwichtenberg fled to this strong tower often as he 
ministered to a people who themselves were experiencing a variety 
of attacks and difficult issues. It was evident as well that Rev. Irwin 
and Rev. Poe during these difficult days sought refuge in the pres-
ence of their God, yea, and to trust in God’s fatherly providence 
as they handled this virus and their own personal health issues 
with the strength and steadfastness, which can only come from 
the merciful throne of God!  It was evident in Rev. Grossman’s 
report, and surely felt in my own parochial report that this rock 
was our shelter, our refuge and our place of security even as our 
church’s activities were shut down, interrupted with all kinds of 
‘new’ things, & as we were declared non-essential!                                                        

Men, brothers, was not our God absolutely faithful and true 
to His word as He heard and attended to our prayers, as we 
weathered this ‘storm’?!! For all of you expressed a deep sense of 
His presence and a deep sense of His protection and preserving 
grace in dealing with this past year, which has indeed then, also 
affected your outlook for this new Classical year ahead!  I heard 
no complaints, no whining, no giving in to the dread and fears of 
this nation, though they were certainly nipping at our ministering 
heels and tugging on our creaturely weaknesses and sins! Because 
of all of this, the state of the Northern Plains church family is 
safe and secure, as they, through your labors are being led to the 
Rock which is higher than them; to the shelter of those wings 
which speak of His covenantal mercies, in whom they may surely 
trust! So thank each of you for your faithfulness to His word, for 
placing your trust clearly upon His saving & sustaining grace, as 
well as expressing & thus offering up praise & adoration  to His 
name, as you expressed your desire to perform your vows daily, 
faithfully & lovingly no matter what was happening all around 
you!    To God be the glory, great things He hath done!                   

Respectfully Submitted,  
Rev. Paul H. Henderson
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Hope in God’s Mercy
“Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him, on those who hope in His mercy,  

to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.”  
(Psalm 33:18-19 NKJV)

PPeople everywhere are looking for hope in these troubling 
times. Sadly, for many, they are looking in all the wrong 

places or should I say in the wrong person(s) or ideology. It 
doesn’t matter if you are on the political left 
or on the political right, if one’s hope is not in 
God and His mercy, then it will be a vain hope, 
a false hope. This is not an ideological hope; 
this is reality! This is truth!

Only God can deliver us from our enemies in 
this world and in the spiritual realm. Yet, many 
are looking to be rescued from corrupt policies 
and evil politicians of our day by the military 
or by a strong individual who will lead us out 
of the darkness that is quickly engulfing our 
days. According to the verses that immediately 
precede the ones quoted above, we are told that 
“No king is saved by the multitude of an army. A 
mighty man is not delivered by great strength. A 
horse is a vain hope for safety; neither shall it deliver any by its great 
strength” (vs. 16-17). Though God may use an army and/or the 
might of a strong man, such as Samson in the Old Testament, 
or a strong leader such as what we saw with President Trump 
to deliver us and our nation from the evil and corruption of our 
day; it is ultimately God who delivers us from our enemies as 
He works His perfect will for the good of His 
people and His glory.

Our hope, therefore, must be in God! Our 
hope must be in His mercy for though we 
deserve and earned only the full weight of His 
wrath and punishment both now and forever, 
He is a merciful God. He is a merciful God 
who does not show mercy at the expense of 
His justice. In His mercy, He sent Jesus Christ, 
the Second person the Triune God, to make full 
satisfaction to God’s justice. Therefore, hope in 
God’s mercy for the hand of the Lord God is 
mighty and powerful to save us not only from the misery of our 
sin, but also from the tyranny of wicked men and women who 
have exalted themselves above the law and have abused their 
positions of power for their own personal gain at the expense of 

the citizens they are to serve, without partiality, from the poorest 
to the richest, from the downtrodden to the affluent.

The Lord God is the only One who can save us from tyranny. 
He is the only One who can lift the foot of 
oppression from our necks.  He is the only One 
who delivers us from the enemies of freedom, 
who are not satisfied with just suppressing the 
truth by proclaiming and promulgating lies 
concerning the realities of our day; they are 
compelled by the darkness that has engulfed their 
minds to censure the truth being proclaimed by 
faithful truth-tellers.

With the truth proclaimed by faithful believers 
in Christ, God will expose those who sit in 
darkness claiming to be light-bearers and truth-
tellers, spreading half truths, misinformation 
and outright lies. They not only practice their 
sinful ways unrepentantly; they revel it! On 

the other hand, there is such desperation for “hope.” People are 
looking for any signs of deliverance from the evil and darkness 
that has overtaken this nation, even throughout the world; and 
there are many sincere people offering those signs of hope. They 
think they are helping, but in reality they are not because much 
of what is offered is based on false premises, misinformation and 

man-centered wisdom and solutions, which is 
being spread like wildfire around on the internet. 
As sincere as they may seem, those who promote 
these “signs of hope,” who say, “trust the plan,” are 
being used of Satan to misdirect and give us a 
false hope in someone or something other than 
God, who is able to save us to the utter most.

If we are honest with ourselves, we will agree 
that it is very difficult, many times, to discern 
the difference between truth and error; to dis-
cern between what is a well-founded hope and a 
pseudo-hope in which to place one’s confidence. 

We tend to place our hope in pseudo-hope because it knows 
what we want to hear. It tickles our ears with words that calm 
our fears for the moment. It is distressing to see people put their 
hopes and dreams in a so-called rescue plan that has been con-

“…if one’s hope 

is not in God 

and His  mercy,  

then it will be 

a vain hope,  

a false hope”

“The Lord God  

is the only One  

who can save  

us from  

tyranny.”
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trived by human innovation and imagination, because there is so 
much deception and betrayal. Putting one’s hopes and dreams 
in a person, the military, or some other object of one’s hope is a 
formula for discouragement, disappointment 
or worse, despair, depression, and a total loss 
of hope – hopelessness leads to skepticism and 
fear. Once fear is in control it will only lead to 
destruction on an individual level as well as on 
a national and societal level.

Further, a pseudo-hope will, without 
exception, lead to superstition. A pseudo-hope 
is a man-centered hope requiring a certain 
activity to produce a desired result, especially 
in our favor. If the desired result happens, we 
will continue in that activity believing it is what 
caused the desired result. Then superstition 
grabs hold of the heart. Once superstition takes hold of a person 
or society that person or society can easily be manipulated to 
perform actions, or embrace mindsets, that are meant to alleviate 
the crisis, or so they have been led to believe. However, more often 
than not those actions and mindsets have little or no actual affect 
on solving the crisis but only make the person or society feel good 
about himself or themselves, and their situation. 
In fact, many times those who live in fear are told 
that their problems and feeling of oppression are 
caused by others, who don’t subscribe to that 
superstition. That fear is stoked by pitting one 
people group against another people group or 
elevating one cultural bias above another human 
bias. We see this happening in the cancel culture 
and woke movement where others are blamed 
for the problems in a society. Social justice is the 
buzz word of the day. However, social justice is 
not Biblical justice, neither is it about justice, 
at all. Rather, fear is stirred up, which will only 
lead to division and strife, hate and bitterness. 
Through this fear driven movement one group seeks to control 
the other group(s) through fear and intimidation, which only 
exacerbates the problem, not solve the problem.

So, you see that man’s solutions to the problems of our day 
are not really solutions at all. They only serve to deepen the 
hopelessness and despair and elevate a few to control the many. 
The question then is, “In whom or what should you place your 
hope?” We find the answer in the Bible.  Specifically, in Psalm 
33 we find in whom and in what we are not only NOT to put 
our hope, but also in whom we ARE to put our hope; that is, 

the Lord God.
It doesn’t just declare we are to put our hope and trust in Lord 

God, but it also gives us well grounded reasons why we should 
hope in Him.  In fact, most of the psalm is 
devoted to telling us why He is our only hope; 
not just in this life but also in the life to come. 
From verses 4 through 15, we see that the 
Lord is the Mighty One, who speaks all things 
into existence and sets the boundaries of the 
heavens and the waters of the earth by power 
of His word – He speaks, and it is done. So 
also, His counsel stands, not man’s counsels. He 
makes man’s plans of no effect, verse 10. There 
is nothing God has purposed that will not be 
accomplished much less be thwarted by man 
and his worthless schemes.

So, it is with confidence that we are able to put our hope in His 
mercy that not only delivers our soul from death and keeps us alive 
in famine, as we read in verses 20 and 21. It is with confidence 
that our soul is able to wait patiently for the Lord; for He alone 
is our help and our shield. Only then will your heart not fall into 
disappointment, despair and fear; but rather will rejoice in Him, 

because we will have trusted in His holy name 
through Jesus Christ. Christ alone is our hope 
for He is our living hope, for all who are in Him 
by true faith. He alone is our assured hope of 
salvation and everlasting life, because of His one 
atoning death on the cross and His subsequent 
resurrection from the dead three days later. It is 
He who now sits at the right hand of the Father 
in heaven and who possesses all authority and 
power over all thrones, dominions, principalities, 
and powers, both in heaven and on earth, visible 
and invisible (Ephesians 1:20-23; Colossians 
1:16; 2:15). Therefore, there is good reason to 
place our hope in Him alone for He is in control, 

directing all things for the good of all who are in Him by faith 
alone, and for His glory – He is Sovereign over all things, over all 
nations and people; for He upholds “all things by the word of His 
power” (Hebrews 1:3) being Lord of lords and Kings of kings!

Let’s, therefore, pray with the psalmist: “Let Your mercy, O Lord, 
be upon us, just as we hope in You.” (Psalm 33:22) – Especially in 
these uncertain, fearful and troubling times.

Soli Deo Gloria!  
Richard Stetler, Sioux Center, IA

“Man’s solutions 

to the problems 

of our day  

are not really 

solutions 

at all”

“Once fear  

is in control  

it will only 

lead to 

destruction”
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South Central Classis  

Report 2021

SSouth Central Classis (SCC) began its annual meeting (the 
third Monday in March) at the Zion Reformed Church in 

Menno, SD, with a pre-classis presentation by Dr. Jeff Doll at 
3:00 pm.  Dr. Doll is the director of the Institute for Reformed 
Biblical Counseling as well as of the Shepherd’s Way Bibli-
cal Counseling Center in Hudsonville, MI. In that capacity, 
he serves as the Pastor of Biblical Counseling of Cornerstone 
URC in Hudsonville.

He presented each church with copies of his, Diagnostic, 
Prescription, and Teaching Manual: Introduction, as well as 
briefer volumes of The Elder’s Toolbox: Accelerated Instruc-
tion, Self-Evaluation, and Scripture References for Counseling. 
He spoke to the delegates about how secular counseling and even 
a substantial amount of Biblical Counseling is deficient because 
they have faulty presuppositions and unbiblical methodologies.  
He proposed that while we can utilize certain secular discoveries 
and approaches, we should never approve any practice in conflict 
with the Word of God. He maintained that obedience to God’s 
will and practical wisdom and encouragement are the foundation 
for helping both believers and unbelievers.  As a participant, I 
found his categories a bit confusing, He talked about internal and 
external Dominant domains, and how counselors were to help 
counselees identify and address root causes of their struggles.  
Overall I appreciated his conclusions and His clear commitment 
to holding fast and teaching the Word of God.

After a delicious supper Classis began with a worship service 
at 7:00 PM. Pastor Mike McGee conducted the service and Dr. 

Kevin Carroll preached.  He gave a message on Luke 2:67-80 on 
the Song of Zacharias titled “Benedictus.” Pastor Carroll brought 
out the beauty and depths of the Gospel.  Even though the “song” 
was spoken by John the Baptist’s father, Zacharias is carried away 
by the glory and majesty of the coming Christ. Almost every 
word and phrase added depth and breadth to the coming Savior 
and the work he would accomplish. As is sometimes the case 
with prophetic utterances most of the song is in the past tense, 
seemingly because as it is revealed from the mind of God’s eternal 
perspective He foretells that which will be as completed events. 
He blesses God for visiting and redeeming His people, for fulfill-
ing all that was promised in the Old Testament. The Song then 
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concludes by identifying the task of his son.  John would come 
before preparing the way for Christ.  He would call all to repent 
and proclaim that salvation was coming from God. Although 
the world was dark and under the power of sin, the Son of God 
would come like the Dayspring (sunrise) to illumine the world 
and guide His people into the way of peace. 

Following the service, President Travis Grassmid called the 
meeting to order.  After taking rollcall, we held elections and 
elected three new officers.  Rev. Matt Powell was elected President, 
Dr. Lee Johnson Vice-President and Rev. Michael McGee Clerk. 
Later in the meeting Mr. Scott Velgersdyk was re-elected, Trea-
surer.  After adopting the proposed Order of Business, Schedule 
of Services and, Special Orders we distributed each standing 
committee’s folders and recesses for the evening. 

Breakfast was provided at 7 AM and our meeting began 
promptly at 8:00 AM. After opening rollcall, Pastor Klynsma 

gave the devotion.  The body sang a few verses from Psalm 119, 
“Teach Me, O Lord, Your Way of Truth.” His devotion was on 
Proverbs 3:27-32 entitled “The Final Reasons to Follow Wisdom’s 
Ways.” Although the passage begins with several “Do Nots” the 
implication of verses 27-30 is that of the “Golden Rule,” Do Good 
to all… do unto others as you would have them to do unto you. 
Or “Love your neighbor as yourself.” The center verse, verse 30, 
urges us to not be envious of the wicked who prosper in their 
way and to avoid doing the things they do. The remaining verses 
explain why.  God’s curse rests upon the wicked and all that they 
do, and conversely, God’s blessing and tender mercies abide on 
his people.  The last verse summarizes the Book of Proverbs to 
this point: There are really only those who are wise and those 
who are foolish. “The wise shall inherit glory, but shame shall be 

the legacy of fools.” This is very much like the wise and foolish 
builders, those who hear Jesus’ words and put them into practice 
and those who don’t in Matthew 7.

After this, we began hearing the parochial reports about how 
things have gone in the churches over the last year and then and 
praying for each pastor and their respective congregations. Al-
most every report made reference to how unusual the year 2020 
was. These reports were paused by our morning break, and com-
pleted later in the day. We then had time set apart to complete 
the examination of Pastor-Elect Carl Goebelman. He has been 
called by the Emmanuel Reformed Church in Sutton, NE.  He 
has been serving at stated supply for the last six months. Mr. 
Goebelman acquitted himself quite ably and Classis voted to 
sustain his ordination exam. 

After this, we pushed on through the remaining business of 
Classis.  We heard various reports, did committee work, and then 
received their reports and the voted on the recommendations that 
arose from them. By this process we approved the budget for the 
coming year, made decisions regarding the various mission works, 
received the usual requests for ministerial aid, etc.

There was clearly a spirit of love and brother kindness among 
the brethren. It was evident that all had an earnest desire to honor 
the Lord in each of our respective labors. We received fraternal 
greetings, first from Pastor Thomas Brown of the Presbytery of 
the Dakotas of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, and then 
from Pastor Spencer Aalsburg from Central Classis of the United 
Reformed Churches in North America. 

One notable absence from this year’s classis was our departed 
brother and father, Dr. Robert Grossmann. A number of us were 
able to greet Polly and extend our love to her. The body decided to 
both dedicate the 2021 Abstract of the Minutes of South Central 
Classis to the memory of Dr. Grossmann as well as overture the 
upcoming Synod to do the same with theirs. 

As we had a number of special orders and Committees we didn’t 
finish our work until after Supper.  The classis concluded with a 
devotion from an Elder from Menno, Daniel Mettler. He gave a 
brief devotion reflecting on something his father had frequently 
said. “We’re all replaceable.” He shared how this was so in our lives, 
our employments, and the various things we might do.  He then 
reminded us that there was One person who was NOT replace-
able.  That one person was the Lord Jesus Christ. As proof, he 
concluded by quoting John 14:6, “I am the Way, the Truth, and 
the Life; No man comes unto the Father but through Me.” Fol-
lowing this we recited the Creed, prayed the Lord’s Prayer, sang 
the Doxology, and received a parting Benediction.  So concluded 
South Central Classis 2021. 

By Rev. Randall Klynsma
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President’s  
Report

S O U T H  C E N T R A L  C L A S S I S ,  M A R C H  1 5 - 1 6 ,  2 0 2 1

OOh, give thanks to the LORD for He is good! For His mercy 
endures forever. (Psalm 136:1)

Twenty-six times, over a span of twenty-six verses, the 136th 
Psalm reminds the hearer of the eternal nature of the mercy of 
the Lord. Whether we consider the wondrous works of creation 
(verse 5-9), to His judgement upon Egypt and the nations of the 
Canaan (10-22), God through them all is showing His mercy 
to His people. 

Twenty-six times the refrain is repeated, for we must be re-
minded time and time again of the good hand of providence 
of our heavenly Father, whereby we may have good confidence 
that no trial shall separate us from His love, through the finished 
work of Christ. 

By the time I read this report, there will be a new president of 
the South Central Classis. For six years I have been blessed to 
serve this classis as president. There have been times of encour-
agement, and times of discouragement. I am thankful to you as 
a Classis for the opportunity to serve you in this way. I pray that 
the Lord would be pleased to strengthen our next president to 
the labors which are before him, equipping him to be a blessing 
to the churches of this Classis. Thank you!

Nearly to a man, the minister’s parochial reports this year ref-

erenced the challenges of ministry in the midst of the disruption 
which was caused by the Corona virus, COVID 19. There were 
challenges in worship, in visitation, in the health of the congrega-
tion members, in the health of pastors, in the convening of every 
level of church judicatory; in short, all of life became a challenge. 

Recognizing the great challenge of the past year, it was truly 
humbling and astounding to read of the many ways in which 
the Lord was pleased to flourish His church. Truly His mercy 
endures forever. 

At last spring’s classis meeting we were concerned with what the 
effects of the looming health scare would have upon our churches. 
Today, we see that the Lord has used the world-wide scare in 
part to strengthen the churches, and even to grow them both 
spiritually and numerically in some instances. Our total number 
of communicant members is down ever so slightly (-3) while our 
total number of baptized members has grown slightly (+5). The 
Lord has sustained His church.

The Word continued to be preached. Most consistories de-
cided to suspend the full gathering of the congregation for a few 
weeks while the world waited to see the extent of the fallout 
from COVID 19, but even as the full gathering was suspended, 
the churches were quick to move to a greater online presence. In 
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some places that even meant trenching cable lines to the church 
in a rush to be prepared. The work was accomplished, and the 
Word was preached to an anxious world. 

Not only was the Word preached, but the sacraments were 
properly administered, church discipline was lovingly applied, 
the teaching ministry not only continued, but grew in scope as 
the churches sought ways in which to reach out and point the 
surrounding communities to the only true source of comfort; 
union with Jesus Christ.

Reverends Jon Blair and Scott Henry have chosen to teach 
through the Belgic Confession in the past year, while several oth-
ers have focused on Genesis and Romans in their teaching and 
preaching. I find these to be some very helpful choices as the 
church speaks words of assurance from our Creator and Re-
deemer; the Lord who forever defends His church. 

Financially, the churches have weathered the storm of the past 
twelve months quite well. Giving was down from last year, but 
only slightly. This is very encouraging considering all that has 
transpired in this year. 

On the missions front we find a mixed review in the Missions 
Report. Trinity Reformed in Colorado Springs has called Rev. 
Chris Moulton as their pastor; this leaves Mercy Street in Denver 
without a missionary pastor. We are saddened to read of the rec-
ommendation “that the South Central Classis no longer recognize 
Mercy Street Reformed Chapel, Denver, CO as a mission work of 
the Classis”. It is our prayer that the Lord would form a strong core 
group, and in time call a minister to renew the work in Denver. 

In the Gallatin Valley of Montana, we read of the Lord bless-
ing the beginning work of the Classis. We are grateful for the 
countless hours which two retired ministers, Reverends Wes 
Brice and George Horner, have given in building up this mission 
of the South-Central Classis. We are encouraged by the recom-
mendation that “an overseeing consistory be identified to receive 
these individuals into membership.”

We weep with those who weep. Our necrologies show the loss 
of two men who served the church faithfully over the years. From 
Mitchell we read of the passing from this life to life eternal of 
Elder Gerald A. Gramm. Gerald served in Mitchell as an elder 

for “more than twenty years”. Our sympathies are with his fam-
ily and church family in this time of loss; even as we rejoice with 
Mr. Gramm.

None of us could have anticipated that last year would be the 
final Classis meeting with Dr. Robert Grossmann. Although our 
dear friend died a member of Zion Reformed Church, Menno, 
SD, he was truly a member of the church at large, of the RCUS 
which he loved, and most recently as a beloved minister of the 
South Central Classis. Rev. Grossmann will be sorely missed at 
our Classis and Synod meetings. We thank God for the positive 
influence which Bob has had upon the church and express our 
sympathies to the entire family. Our dear brother has inherited 
that which is incorruptible, and we long for that day when we 
shall be joined together with all the saints in the presence of our 
glorious God.

There have been some changes within the Classis since we 
last convened via Zoom (I don’t ever want to “zoom” anything or 
anywhere ever again!). Dr. J. P. Mosley has moved with his lovely 
family to Sioux Falls, SD for the purpose of beginning minis-
try in the form of teaching at Heidelberg Theological Seminary. 
We pray that the Lord would bless the church and the Mosley’s 
through this new chapter in his ministry.

In Sutton, NE Licentiate Carl Gobelman has begun his min-
istry running at full speed. It is encouraging to read of the many 
labors in which he is engaged, of the positive review from his 
overseeing pastor, Rev. Lee Johnson, and the positive comments 
concerning his preaching from the elders of Emmanuel Reformed 
Church. Lord willing Mr. Gobelman will shortly be ordained, 
and his ministry we pray will be blessed for many years to come. 

Last year was far different than anyone could have imagined. 
We have no idea of what to expect for the coming year. We know 
from the Word of God, and have learned from experience, that we 
can enjoy a good confidence for the future, because we belong to 
our faithful God and Father, for His mercy endures forever.   

Respectfully submitted,
Rev. Travis Grassmid
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Every Christian has prayed the Lord’s Prayer.  Part of the basic 
instruction of every child or new member’s class includes a 

review of the meaning and use of each portion of the prayer Jesus 
taught us, so that we can grow as His disciples.  Quite often, the 
more familiar things are the less appreciated they are.  Somehow, 
Ruben Bredenhof has been able to give fresh insights into the well-
known words of Jesus.  The way he does this is by injecting himself 
and the reader into the original context of the disciples when they 
first heard Jesus teach it.  In that world, devotional and prayer life 
was shaped especially by the book of prayers and worship which 
God provided in the Psalms.  Bredenhof explores specific Psalms 
or sections of Psalms which seem to be the foundation for each 
of the portions of the Lord’s Prayer.  Along the way, the reader 
is treated to an easy to read and very engaging devotional com-
mentary, full of Biblical theology at the layman’s level.  

The book provides a proper balance of Biblical exposition and 
word study with illustration and thought-provoking application.  
It does not delve into the realm of biography or a set of spiritual-
izing pious morals.  The book also does not get technical or even 
become a commentary on the Lord’s Prayer.  If a pastor or elder 
were preaching through the Lord’s Prayer, he would greatly profit 
from using this book, but would need more resources.  That is 
as it should be.  The book is a popular level ‘commentary’ full of 
insights on the Old Testament background to the various por-
tions of the Lord’s Prayer.  In that sense, the book would function 
well as a Biblical commentary if preaching through the relevant 

Psalms, using the eyes of the Lord’s Prayer for a New Covenant 
understanding and application.

Having taught this material during the year of 2020 in a small 
group Bible study, I can say that the Scriptures and the applica-
tions from Bredenhof were very timely.  The examples and illus-
trations he used could not have anticipated the specific complex 
of tragedies and trials in the United States (and the world) dur-
ing the civil unrest, the COVID-19 pandemic, and the related 
economic and spiritual upheavals.  Yet the book Hallowed kept 
our eyes focused on King Jesus and how He is doing all things 
well, calling us to hallow His Name in all the events of this life.

Each chapter includes a handful of reflection and discussion 
questions.  These are tied into the material of the chapter and 
do help with further study.  However, in our experience teaching 
through this book in a small group setting, there are far too many 
key insights in the chapter that are missed if one is restricted 
to the study questions.  We often added our own study ques-
tions based on each of the headings and subheadings within the 
chapter.  With a combination of those two sets of questions, 
then a fuller use of the material can be made to the profit of a 
group setting.

We heartily recommend this book for the individual Chris-
tian, for the small group, and for the pastor in his preaching and 
pastoring.   

Submitted by Rev. Kyle Sorensen 

Hallowed: Echoes of the Psalms in the Lord’s Prayer,  
Reuben Bredenhof. (Wipf & Stock, 2019)

B O O K  R E V I E W
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Our podcasts are on the air !
Dear friends of Christians for Armenia,

Perhaps our regular readers will remember that our December 2020 
newsletter ended with this earnest request : Will you help us increase 
our range of broadcasts on the network of Radio Hay, which still broad-
casts over Artsakh and can be heard by locals? We currently need an 
extra US $6000 per year to put on the air three times a week a new range 
of short podcasts that are ready to be translated and recorded.

We are very thankful to report that a few generous donors made 
it possible to start broadcasting our podcasts on Radio Hay’s net-
work earlier this month. May this additional range of broadcasts 
strengthen the hearts and minds of our listeners, in a time of critical 
spiritual warfare following the tragic events of last year, the mourn-
ing of thousands of soldiers who died in combat, while the Covid 
pandemic is still weakening the country. To be effective, however, 
this new outreach will have to continue in the long term. It needs to 
be sustained financially through the next years, otherwise, it would 
be short lived and would miss the goal it purports to fulfill.

A new publication on its way
Our range of publications also keeps growing, with the forth-

coming release of a short volume containing articles written by 
several French theologians. Among them, a biographical sketch of 
Cyril Lukaris – the Greek Orthodox patriarch from the 17th centu-
ry – should make Armenians reflect about the necessity and chal-
lenges of a Biblical reformation amidst adverse circumstances and 
even fierce opposition. In the meantime, the thorough revision of 
our translation of the Psalms and the New Testament in modern Ar-
menian is making good progress. We need to clarify some editorial 
issues to properly plan for the publication of this much awaited vol-
ume— in a format accessible to the largest number of readers.

Recognizing the 1915 Genocide of Armenians
Most of you have heard about the official recognition by U.S. pres-

ident Joe Biden of the 1915 Genocide of Armenians by Ottoman 
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authorities, 106 years after the start of these criminal policies. Back then, 
they were widely reported by the American press, notably due to the re-
ports of U.S ambassador Henry Morgenthau, a prime eyewitness of what 
was happening. This welcome recognition comes at a time when a new 
onslaught against Armenia was launched last year by its two hostile 
neighbors. It relies on the thorough and well documented research 
done by historians from various backgrounds, including courageous 

Students of the Endanik educational 
centre in Gyumri commemorate the 1915 

Genocide of Armenians

   “ We are convinced 
that the mighty 

Spirit of our Lord has 
the power to reform 
hearts and minds “ 

Turkish ones, such as Taner Akçam (I refer you to his authoritative book published in 2006: A Shameful 
Act : the Armenian Genocide and the Question of Turkish Responsibility). However, this recognition must 
not hide what we are constantly pointing out in all our newsletters : the fact that political, social, and 
moral upheavals internal to Armenia as a post-Soviet republic, are just as dangerous for the survival of 
this three-thousand years old nation as its external enemies are. There is little that we can do about the 
latter (except to pray for them and for their conversion in the spirit of Mat. 7:44). But we must first pray 
for the genuine conversion of Armenians themselves to the Gospel of Jesus-Christ, above and beyond 
their century-old traditions which may hide from them the only object worthy of their worship : The 
Triune God perfectly revealed by the eternal Son, having come in a flesh similar to ours, but sinless. This 
is what we, at Christians for Armenia, are eagerly and constantly striving for. We are convinced that the 
mighty Spirit of our Lord has the power to reform hearts and minds through His Word, bringing about 
the kind of cultural and social change that can heal a society too easily given over to mourning, to the 
celebration of dead heroes and victims of crimes perpetrated by ruthless foes.

We thank you for your continued prayers and support in this communal effort, praising the Lord to 
have you as faithful partners in this ministry.

Rev Eric Kayayan

Please send your donations to the following address :

REFORMED FAITH AND LIFE Christians for Armenia
P.O. Box 8208 Kentwood, MI 49508

You can also visit our website : www.christiansforarmenia.org
 to transfer your donation to our Pay Pal account.

We are a tax-exempt organization under section 501(c)3 of the Internal Revenue code, registered in Michigan.
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 275th Synod of the 

RCUS 
Press Release 

The 275th Annual Session of Synod of the RCUS met from 
May 17 to 20, 2021 at Sioux Falls, SD. The host church 

was Trinity Reformed Church of Sioux Falls, SD. 
On Monday, May 17, 2021, the Synod opened with a worship 

service at 7:00 p.m. Rev. David Irwin, Pastor of Salem Reformed 
Church, Ashley, ND conducted the service. The Scriptures were 
read from I Peter 2:9-25 and Galatians 5:1-6. Rev. Steve Carr, 
Pastor of Grace Reformed Church, Rogers, AR, preached a ser-
mon titled “Stand Fast in Christ’s Liberty.” Following the worship 
service, the President of Synod, Rev. Frank Walker declared the 
275th RCUS Session of Synod to be in session and he called 
for the roll of delegates. The Stated Clerk, Rev. Ruben Zartman, 

called the names of the delegates, which showed 39 ministers and 
26 elder delegates present, a total of 65 delegates in attendance, 
making a quorum. 

On Tuesday, Synod opened with a devotion by Rev. Mike Lass-
ley of Watertown SD from Philippians 1:27 with a message titled, 
“Walk Worthy of the Gospel.” The first order of business was the 
election of officers. The following officers were elected: President, 
Frank Walker; Vice President, Travis Grassmid; Stated Clerk, 
Ruben Zartman; and Treasurer, Randy Schroeder. 

The RCUS Synod was blessed with fraternal greetings by 
fraternal delegates from the United Reformed Churches, the 
Canadian and American Reformed Churches, and the Orthodox 
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Presbyterian Church. Representatives from institutions sup-
ported by the RCUS were recognized. The representatives were 
from the City Seminary of Sacramento, Heidelberg Theologi-
cal Seminary, Hope Haven, Mid-America Reformed Seminary, 
Westminster Biblical Missions. 

After the noon meal, fraternal delegates addressed the RCUS 
Synod. They were Rev. Steve Vandevelde (Canadian and Amer-
ican Reformed Churches), Rev. Matt Holst (Orthodox Pres-
byterian Church), and Rev. Todd De Rooy (United Reformed 
Churches of North America). Mr. Mike Deckinga gave a pre-
sentation for Mid- America Reformed Seminary. Dr. Maynard 
Koerner reported for the Heidelberg Theological Seminary. Rev. 
Richard Stetler gave a slide presentation for Reformation Gospel 
Ministries. 

A considerable amount of time was given on Tuesday with 
the Report of the Special Committee on Strategic Planning pre-
sented by Mr. Wayne Johnson. This committee addressed several 
operational issues to improve communications by developing 
missionaries and church planters. The goal is to improve funding, 
maintain the pastoral care of the missionary, and to improve the 
use of technology for both Home Missions and Foreign Min-
istries. Mr. Johnson and the committee were thanked for their 
dedicated and thorough labor. 

On Wednesday, Rev. Chris Campbell at the opening of the 
session of Synod delivered a devotion from Lamentations 3:1-24 
titled, “The Context of God’s Faithfulness.” After the devotion, 
President Frank Walker delivered a Report on the State of the 
Church, which will be published in the Reformed Herald. 

On Wednesday, the President called for a Special Order re-
garding the Report from the Committee on the question, “Does 
a Christian woman (single or married) exercise authority over 
a man when she votes?” Rev. Randall Klynsma presented a very 
thorough introduction, and a vigorous discussion and debate en-
sued. The main recommendation was ruled unconstitutional after 
enquiry from Rev. Maynard Koerner and ruled out of order by 
the President. Rev. Schlegel moved that the report of the special 
Committee be “laid on the table.” The motion carried. 

Later in the day, reports were delivered by men representing 
Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary, Reformed Faith 
and Life radio broadcast, and the Reformed Herald Editor’s Re-
port. After the noon meal, the assembly reconvened and began 

hearing reports from the standing committees. The Synod went 
into executive session to convene a Special Judicial Committee. 
Rev. Michael Voytek presented the judicial case before the RCUS 
Synod. 

Also, an event worthy of recognition was a ladies’ tea and fellow-
ship. Additionally, Rev. and Mrs. Mosley had invited the youth, 
who were attending Synod to their home to enjoy snacks and 
fellowship, where they sang Christmas carols and sea shanties. 

On Wednesday, May 19, 2021 Synod there was a worship ser-
vice at 7:00 p.m. Rev. Tracy Gruggett, Pastor of Grace Reformed 
Church, Bakersfield, CA preached a sermon from I Peter 1:1-12. 
The title of the sermon was “See Your Destiny.” 

The Thursday session began with a devotion by Rev. Carl Gobel-
man from John 3:22-30. Following the devotion Synod completed 
Standing Committee Reports; such as, the Minutes of Synod, 
Foreign Missions, Excuses, Financial, Publications, the Special 
Judicial Committee, Judicial, and Nominations Committees. 

The RCUS Synod has given careful consideration to keep the 
Synodical guideline at a level that is affordable for the congrega-
tions, and yet, at the same time to adequately provide for each 
of the RCUS ministries funded by Synod. The total guideline 
for 2021-2022, was set at $228.00 per communicate member. 

The Synod expressed its appreciation for the life and ministry 
of the Rev. Thomas Mayville, who recently has gone home to be 
with the Lord. The 2021 Abstract of the Reformed Church in 
the U. S. is dedicated to his honor. 

At the closing of the RCUS Synod, the roll call was taken. 
Then, Synod was adjourned to the 276th Synod of the RCUS, 
to the Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church at Manitowoc, WI. 

Elder Gary Maassen, closed the Synod with a devotion from 
Psalm 103, and then led in a prayer. Then, President Walker led 
the assembly in the recitation of the Apostles’ Creed, and in pray-
ing the Lord’s Prayer. The President also led in the pronounce-
ment of the Benediction, and the singing of the Doxology. The 
Meeting of the 275th Synod of the RCUS was adjourned to 
Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church at Manitowoc, WI, which 
is scheduled to convene on May 16, 2022. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Phil Poe
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The State of the Church
Reformed Church in the United States

Synod 2021

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

Wow! What a year! As I reflect on it, the two things that stand out most are coronavirus and conflict.
Sadly, these two things were often closely connected, as the coronavirus brought out the worst in society and
church alike.

But for the church, neither the virus nor its resulting conflict have the final word. Paul wrote, But thanks
be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 15:57). Having defeated death and the
grave, our sovereign Savior now reigns as the exalted theanthropic Messiah to prosper and bless his people.
He said, Upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it (Matt. 16:18).

Thus, although the work of the church slowed down in 2020, it did not cease. The ministry of the gospel
continued to move forward to the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ!

The Presidents’ Reports

This year the reports of the Presidents of the four Classes shared a common refrain: Covid-19 and its
effects on pastoral ministry.

Pastor Kyle Sorensen, in his report to the COVENANT EAST CLASSIS, wrote, “Every congregation had to
adapt to covid precautions and government-mandated lockdowns. Although the lockdowns began just a few
weeks after we last were together for our Classis meeting in March 2020, nearly every congregation was back
to in-person worship by the end of May.” However, one congregation in his Classis had to suspend in-person
services again from November through January. Pastor Sorensen continues: “Several pastors report how eery
and awkward the experience was of preaching to an empty church or a computer screen during those weeks.
We are so glad to have that season behind us and ready to push on with a deeper appreciation for the value of
public, gathered worship, as a testimony to the world of our faith in the midst of fear and unbelief.”

The coronavirus, however, wasn’t the only affliction endured by our easternmost Classis. Several pastors
struggled with health concerns, some with depression, and many with criticism, opposition and even
accusation. The multiplication of trials within the Covenant East Classis lead Pastor Sorensen to suggest that
“we could rename ourselves ‘the Job Classis.’”

The President of the NORTHERN PLAINS CLASSIS, Pastor Paul Henderson, reports that the trials of his
Classis caused the Lord’s servants to cry out with hearts that were overwhelmed. He wrote, “This you did,
brethren, because you all expressed in your attitudes and your words that you needed more than what you
were capable of, and could muster in and of yourselves, in dealing with all of these pressures, tensions,
burdens, and changes, such that in each one of your reports it was easy to hear your request for your God to
lead to you the [R]ock that is higher than you!” Yet, as difficult as things were, Pastor Henderson concluded his
report with this observation: “I heard no complaints, no whining, no giving in to the dread and fears of this
nation, though they were certainly nipping at our ministering heels and tugging on our creaturely weaknesses
and sins! Because of all of this, the state of the Northern Plains church family is safe and secure, as they,
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through your labors, are being led to the Rock which is higher than them; to the shelter of those wings which
speak of His covenantal mercies, in whom they may surely trust!”

The ministers of the SOUTH CENTRAL CLASSIS also endured hardship. Pastor Travis Grassmid wrote,
“Nearly to a man, the [ministers’] parochial reports this year referenced the challenges of ministry in the midst
of the disruption which was caused by the Corona virus, COVID-19. There were challenges in worship, in
visitation, in the health of the congregation members, in the health of pastors, in the convening of every level
of church judicatory; in short, all of life became a challenge.” With this in mind, Grassmid began his report with
the first verse of Psalm 136 as a reminder of “the eternal nature of the mercy of the Lord.” He noted that God’s
mercy was evident in that he “used the world-wide scare in part to strengthen churches, and even to grow
them both spiritually and numerically in some instances.”

Pastor Grassmid also noted in his report that the Missions Committee of the South Central Classis
recommended that the Classis “no longer recognize Mercy Street Reformed Chapel, Denver, CO as a mission
work.” While this is disheartening, we rejoice that the work in Bozeman, Montana, is doing well and prospering
under the careful preaching of Pastors Wes Brice and George Horner.

Pastor Tracy Gruggett, President of the WESTERN CLASSIS, described the difficulties of last year as
follows: “Anno Domini 2020 was a year of bitter providence…. The pandemic brought on the lockdowns and
restrictions. The Summer brought civil unrest and violence. The elections brought additional conflict
culminating most egregiously in the assault on the U.S. [Capitol] by people carrying crosses and banners that
exclaimed: ‘Jesus Saves.’ Along the way, the death toll from Covid-19 [claimed] over 500,000 of our fellow
citizens. Jobs were lost, businesses closed down, and limitations were placed on churches and other venues of
public gatherings. It was a brutal year for pastors and elders.” But 2020 was also a year of “sweet blessing” as
the churches of the Western Classis gradually returned to united worship, the regular in-person preaching of
the Word of God and fellowship.

Pastor Gruggett’s report includes a word of counsel that we should all heed. He wrote, “I would counsel
us all to stay on message, doing so over against the rise of political partisanship. This is a form of factionalism
but on the political level, and it is essentially worldly as it is insidious. The partisan conflates Christ and His
Kingdom with a vision of the United States. He sees evil only [on] the other side and plays down the evil on
one’s own. He becomes immune to contrary facts. His agenda is for his tribe to win the culture war by winning
the fight for political power. And if you do not toe the lie, you will be accused of betraying both God and
country. Lost in all this is [the] biblical vision of the cross of Jesus Christ. The world wants power, but God gives
them the cross. The world wants the White House, [C]ongress, and the courts, but God gives them a crucified
Savior.”

Although the reports from the various Presidents speak of woe, trials and discouragement, their overall
tenor reflects a heartfelt confidence in God the Father through Jesus Christ. Amid all the suffering, the Lord
Jesus Christ continued to work in and through his church. Even when churches could not meet, the Word of
God still went forth via Facebook, YouTube and Zoom to the comfort and encouragement of the saints. The
sacraments were observed, and discipline was administered as needed. I believe that we can all rejoice to be
part of the church in which ministers understand that they are the most essential of all workers, pandemic or
not!

To this, I would add one more thought. While the past fourteen months have brought new and difficult
challenges, these challenges, which come from the merciful hand of our God, were meant for our good. I’ve
thought a lot lately about writing an article called “The Blessings of Covid-19.” These blessings go far beyond
resuming worship and enlarging our appreciation for the public ministry of the Word. The Lord used this virus
to expose the hearts of his people. We witnessed the rebellion of some, the complacency of others and, even
more than that, the sins of our own hearts and the weaknesses of our ministry. The virus has forced us to
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rethink every aspect of our work, and this can only be for the betterment of the whole church, if we, his
servants, will listen and submit.

And finally, let us note that during this past year the Lord called two of his choice servants home. Two
and a half years shy of completing sixty years of ordained ministry, Pastor Robert Grossmann entered heavenly
glory in January of this year. The 2014 Synod dedicated its Abstract to his life and ministry upon his retirement
from pastoral labors. Two months later, Pastor Thomas Mayville also went to be with his faithful Lord and
Savior. We praise God for the service and devotion of both men, with the prayer that he would raise up dozens
more in their place.

Reports of Permanent Committees

Another effect of the coronavirus pandemic is that it limited what some of our permanent committees
could do. The INTERCHURCH RELATIONS COMMITTEE, for example, reports that the 2020 annual meeting of
NAPARC was suspended, along with meetings between our representatives and the representatives of
fraternal churches. With Synods and/or General Assemblies canceled or online, there are no reports of
delegates to fraternal bodies for this year’s Synod to consider. Likewise, the CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
COMMITTEE was unable to make its triennial visits to supported seminaries.

Other committees were not as hindered in their work. The FINANCE COMMITTEE reports a significant
gain in the RCUS Endowment Fund, as well as the receipt of $66,461.00 from the dissolution of the Grass Valley
congregation. The committee recommends that the Grass Valley funds be transferred to the Ministerial Relief
Fund.

The FOREIGN MINISTRIES COMMITTEE continues to engage with various foreign mission efforts,
including the United Reformed Churches of the Congo, the Reformed Fellowship Church of Kenya, and the
Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church in the Philippines. In addition, the Reformed Radio
Administration Committee, the Congo Economic Development Committee, Compassion Kenya, and
Reformation 2 Germany report to it. The pandemic affected all of these works in one way or another, but the
churches in the Philippines seem to have been hit the hardest. In addition to government lockdowns and
threats, they also suffered a series of typhoons and tropical storms. RCUS congregations responded to the loss
of property and livelihood with aid in the amount of $66,000.00. This committee also wants to solicit more
information about the Reformed church in Cuba as a strategy for reaching the Spanish-speaking world.

On the homefront, the HOME MISSIONS COMMITTEE advises and encourages the home mission works
of Synod under the oversight of their respective Classes. In Dickinson, ND, the purchase of a building close to
the main thoroughfare led to a large number of visitors. The Casper, WY, church has an average attendance of
65 to 75 with two families prepared to join this summer. Overall, its health is good. Regarding the work in
Denver, the South Central Classis agreed with the recommendation of its missions committee and,
consequently, no longer recognizes Mercy Street Reformed Chapel as a mission work. All funding for it ceased
as of April 1. Four individuals joined the Omaha Reformed Chapel last year, and two couples are in the process
of doing the same. Attendance at this mission outpost has increased to an average of 25 to 30 per Lord’s Day.
The Rehoboth congregation in Cerritos, CA, continues under the faithful ministry of its supply, the Rev. Jeff
Munive (URCNA). Last year, the Western Classis removed it from mission status and Synodical funding for it
ceased as of September 1. In Shafter, CA, the Valle de Gracia work continues to move forward. Despite a
four-week affliction from Covid-19 and suffering constant back pain and sleeplessness from congenital
spondylolisthesis, Pastor Alpuche continues to devote himself entirely to the work. One of the men who came
to embrace the Reformed faith as a result of his labors was recently ordained and installed to a three-year term
on Ebenezer’s Spiritual Council. Attendance at Calvary Reformed Chapel, Stockton, CA, ranges from 15 to 18,
with several first-time visitors and a family that comes regularly. Although door-to-door evangelism was
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suspended due to the pandemic, Pastor Merica promotes a devotional video on Facebook. And finally,
Covenant Reformed Church in Gettysburg, PA, oversees an outreach in Pella, IA, where Pastor Chuck Muether
now serves. The Home Missions Committee is recommending that this work be received as an official mission
work of Synod and funded at $25,000.00 for the coming synodical year.

Reports of Special Committees

This year we have two special committees reporting — one on strategic planning and the other to study
whether a woman’s vote in a congregational meeting is an act of authority over a man.

The Special Strategic Planning Committee report focuses on various aspects of church ministry, including
missions, communications, technology, and finances. Although there may be differences of opinion regarding
its twenty recommendations, I’m not expecting much heated debate. The chairman of this committee has
informed me that his presentation will take at least three hours.

I am concerned, however, about the report of the special committee to study the authority of women
voting, which brings not only the possibility of a heated debate but also a division within the church, since
some have already declared privately that they could not remain in the RCUS if some of the report’s
recommendations pass. This makes me wonder whether we’re dealing with this matter in the right way. Our
purpose in writing position papers is “to enlighten and instruct the church on matters not spelled out in the
ordinances of the church, with the goal of promoting unity within the church” (2000 Abstract, p. 49). That is,
our position papers testify to an agreement of minds that already exists among ourselves that we hope to
convey to our people. This isn’t the case with women voting. To the best of my knowledge, at least one out of
every six RCUS congregations currently allows women to vote. While it’s true that denominations must
sometimes take hard stands to remain true to the Word of God, and that division is often the result, is it
necessary to do so in this instance? Is this an issue worth rending the body of Christ over? Have we so
exhausted all other means of achieving unity that the only option left is to use the thunderous voice of Synod?
And what problem are we hoping to resolve with it other than giving teeth to a position adopted by the Eureka
Classis in 1978? We tried to amend the Constitution to require male-only voting in 1994 and it failed. If anything,
I would suppose that we have less unity on this topic today than we did then.

If we proceed with the report, as I assume we will do, we need to follow the example that we set for
ourselves with the cremation report in 2019 and maintain proper decorum with no harsh rhetoric or
name-calling. Paragraph 27 of our Rules of Order says, “When a member, in speaking or otherwise, shall
transgress the rules of order or deviate from the subject under discussion or in any way act disorderly, it shall
be the privilege of any member, and the duty of the president, to call him to order.”

If I’m elected for another term as President, I plan to follow the procedure I used with the cremation
report two years ago. After the chairman presents the report, I’ll provide a period of thirty minutes for
questions and answers, after which we’ll consider the report’s recommendations seriatim. Our rules allow each
delegate to speak twice per motion for a total of thirty minutes. The chairman of the committee may open and
close debate on each motion, if he chooses to do so, his opening and closing speech is not counting against his
allotted thirty minutes.

Concluding Observations

The statistics for 2020 show a decrease in overall membership of forty-four (communicant membership
declined by thirty-nine, and the number of unconfirmed members decreased by fourteen). The number of
members received declined from the previous year by nine, while the number of members lost increased by
four. The following chart gives us a visual picture of our trajectory of RCUS membership since 1953. As you can
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see, communicant membership has hovered near 3000 since 1970, and we’ve witnessed a rather steady decline
since 2000.

It may be true that the RCUS is a church in transition, i.e., trying to establish more urban congregations.
But this only means that we must be all the more committed to missions and evangelism, since the declining
membership of our present congregations makes it increasingly harder to satisfy our obligations regarding
retired pastors, home mission works and foreign ministries.

With the advent of the coronavirus last year, we anticipated a possible decline in financial receipts of up
to 30 percent. Thankfully, that never materialized due to God’s blessing and the generosity of his people. To
the contrary, the increased giving from the previous year continued.

Several interesting overtures will come before Synod at this meeting. One from the Northern Plains
Classis asks us to reconsider whether a church may act contrary to a declared position of Synod when neither
our confessions nor the RCUS Constitution speak directly to the issue involved. Another from the same Classis
requests Synod to “restore the original boundaries of the Northern Plains Classis” so that it would include the
Mitchell and Rapid City congregations, as well as potential mission works north of I-90. Both overtures will
require careful thought and reflection.

I want to thank you again for allowing me to serve as the President of Synod this past year. I’m truly
humbled by your confidence and look to the Lord for strength and wisdom.

Respectfully submitted,

Frank Walker
President
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the contrary, the increased giving from the previous year continued.

Several interesting overtures will come before Synod at this meeting. One from the Northern Plains
Classis asks us to reconsider whether a church may act contrary to a declared position of Synod when neither
our confessions nor the RCUS Constitution speak directly to the issue involved. Another from the same Classis
requests Synod to “restore the original boundaries of the Northern Plains Classis” so that it would include the
Mitchell and Rapid City congregations, as well as potential mission works north of I-90. Both overtures will
require careful thought and reflection.

I want to thank you again for allowing me to serve as the President of Synod this past year. I’m truly
humbled by your confidence and look to the Lord for strength and wisdom.

Respectfully submitted,

Frank Walker
President

ὁ μένων ἐν τῇ διδαχῇ τοῦ   χριστοῦ, οὗτος καὶ τὸνπατέρα καὶ τὸν υἱὸν ἔχει (Ἰωάν. Β 9).

Carl Gobelman ordained and installed as the new pastor of Emmanuel Reformed Church (RCUS) in Sutton NE (South Central 
Classis) on Friday, April 30, 2021. Rev. Travis Grassmid (Zion Reformed Church in Menno, SD) gave the charge to the minister, 
and Rev. Joe Vusich (Providence Reformed Church, Rock Springs, WY) gave the charge to the congregation.

Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, SD, is pleased to announce 
the baptism of Charlotte Moore, daughter of Calvin and Sarah, 
on Dec 27, 2020.
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LADIES’ SUMMER 
CONFERENCE
When: Friday & Saturday, August 27-28, 2021; 
Friday: 6:00-9:00 PM; Saturday: 8:00 AM-12:00 PM

Where: Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE

Who: Christina Fox

What: A Holy Fear (Lectures based on her book 
“A Holy Fear: Trading Lesser Fears for the Fear
of the Lord” - Available at Amazon)

Cost: Free

Housing: Fox Hollow Motel: (402) 773-4464; 
email: foxhollowmotel@gmail.com

Meals: Provided at Hope Reformed Church

Sign Up: www.hopereformedrcus.com ... 
use the contact tab to send your 
information or ask questions

MISSIONFEST
AT HOPE REFORMED CHURCH, SUTTON

When: Sunday, October 10, 2021 (Lord willing!)

**Sunday School: 9:00 AM; Worship: 10:30 AM; 
Meal: 12:00 PM; Hymn Sing: 1:45 PM; 
Worship: 2:00 PM; Worship: 7:00 PM

Where: Hope Reformed Church, Sutton, NE

Who: Dr. Ian Hamilton

What: Psalm 139

1. The God who knows everything

2. The God who is everywhere present

3. The God whose power is boundless

4. The God who is all holy

Meal: Sunday, Oct. 10, 12:00 PM - 1:30 PM
(Hope Church Basement) 

Questions: www.hopereformedrcus.com ... 
use the contact tab to send your question


