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Ps. 62:5-6: My soul, wait silently for God alone, 
For my expectation is from Him. He only is my 
rock and my salvation; He is my defense, I shall 
not be moved. 
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CCancel culture” is still a new enough phrase to elicit a “what?” It’s a very real 
movement with very real adverse consequences for those on the receiving 

end. By it, people have had their jobs terminated, been ostracized from their 
peers, blacklisted, banished from internet media, and publicly “shamed”.  It may 
involve bullying, persecution and even violence.  Why? Because the “offender(s) 
is not conforming to the view of things as demanded by the self-appointed elites. 
Currently the triggers for a “cancel culture” response is the offense, no matter 
if it dates to decades past, considered racist or socially injust. So, for example, 
there are Dr. Suess books, enjoyed and benefitted by for generations, that, by 
the cancel culturalists criteria, have offensive, intolerable (racist) content and 
are no longer to be published or read to children.  

Perhaps hitting closer to home for us Christians is the University of Pennsyl-
vania’s recent announcement they are removing the statue of George Whitefield, 
one of its founders, from the campus because of his racist words and participation 
in slavery. Because of his offense of racism, the elites are trying to “cancel “from 
the historical record one of the most zealous Christian evangelists, whose faith-
ful outdoor gospel preaching to massive crowds, including slaves, led to the first 
“Great Awakening” (1735-1743) in America.

George Whitefield was indeed a sinner, as are we all, and he deserved to be 
“cancelled” (cast out eternally from the fellowship of God and His people), as 
are all of us.  But he was a saint, forgiven for all his sins through the blood of the 
Christ Jesus in whom he believed and boldly proclaimed.  Jesus did not cancel 
George Whitefield from the book of life but welcomed Him to the eternal throng 
worshiping the Lamb in heaven.

 “Cancel culture” has no forgiveness, no redemptive blessing, because it is of the 
foolishness that rejects the gospel proclamation of the forgiveness of sins through 
God’s gracious mercy in Christ Jesus; Romans 4:7-8: “Blessed are those whose 
lawless deeds are forgiven, and whose sins are covered; Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord shall not impute sin.” (NKJV) Jesus does not “cancel” sinners 
who come to Him; He cancels their sin: “And you, being dead in your trespasses 
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and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive to-
gether with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, having 
wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against 
us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the 
way, having nailed it to the cross.” We of true faith have new life 
with the crucified and risen Christ Jesus; alive out of the death 
our sins deserve. “Cancel culture” offers no hope of new life for 
those it labels offenders.

“Cancel culture” is at enmity with the Christian worldview and 
makes judgments that are self-righteous and hypocritical.  Those 
elites who “cancel” those they judge are like the Pharisees of Jesus’ 
day and are sinners themselves who are under the condemnation 
of God unto eternal death unless they repent and partake of the 
“bread of life”, the Jesus of the gospel.

As we are thankfully the forgiven who have been made alive 
with Christ, how should we, as we should, resist “cancel culture”?

Let’s make sure, first of all, that we are not in effect “cancelling” 
our Christian culture for then we have no solid ground on which 
to base our resistance.  Culture can be very basically defined as 
“the sum total of ways of living built up by a group of human be-
ings (by God’s grace through faith…edit) and transmitted from 
one generation to another.” (from Bible-teaching-about.com) 
We Christians, God’s covenant people, have a culture shaped 
by God’s Word, a culture whose worldview acknowledges God 
as Creator, Sustainer, Redeemer and Judge.  We know what this 
culture should look like even though our sins make it less evident. 

As God’s covenant people, we know we are to witness holiness, 
set-apartness, to our God in thankfulness for our redemption 
by His power and mercy. We are to live unto Him. Yet, consider 
the unholiness of His Old Testament congregation as testified 
by Psalm 106:35-36: But they mingled with the Gentiles and 
learned their works; They served their idols, which became a 
snare to them.

So, unless we are striving to be steadfast disciples of Christ 
and His Word, the culture we evidence (as the church) will show 
that we too, in our day, have allowed ourselves to mingle with 
and learn the works of idolaters.  “Cancel culture” is an idolatrous 
movement. Its “social justice” and “inherent racism” mantra has 
infiltrated the church as the woke progressives. “Cancel culture” 
is not of the gospel that has been the foundation of the Christian 
culture ever since God began to establish it in the Garden. 

So let make sure we are not “canceling” our Christian culture 
by neglecting the doctrines of our confessed faith but let us 
proactively be paying the most careful attention, therefore, to 

what we have heard, so that we do not drift away (Heb 2:1).  
Let’s make sure our children learn the doctrines of our confessed 
Christian faith and let’s make sure we keep hearing and heed-
ing the gospel and praying for God’s grace and Spirit to keep us 
steadfastly witnessing the distinctive Christian culture.

Thus, we are enabled to resist “cancel culture” with the humil-
ity of sinners who deserve to be canceled but by God’s grace 
and mercy are redeemed.  Thus discipled, we resist “cancel cul-
ture” with the desire that those who “cancel” in hypocritical self-
righteousness may come to know their blindness and lostness in 
sin and find redemption in Jesus Christ.  We want the elites to 
become members with us of the culture that shines as light into 
the darkness from which “cancel culture” originates.

So let the sum total of our ways of living of us who profess 
the only Savior and Redeemer Jesus Christ be a witness that we 
are not our own; we are not self-appointed elites, but disciples 
of the Lord, willingly submitting to His wisdom in all our judg-
ments of others. The apostle Peter in I Peter 3:13-17) gives us 
God’s wisdom applicable to interacting in love, but without fear, 
with those who would “cancel culture”, particularly Christianity.: 
And who is he who will harm you if you become followers of 
what is good? But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ 
sake, you are blessed. “And do not be afraid of their threats, 
nor be troubled.”  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, 
and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and 
fear; having a good conscience, that when they defame you as 
evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may 
be ashamed. For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer 
for doing good than for doing evil.

We are to stand up for the truth; share the gospel, but never 
are we called to “cancel” those who are not likeminded with us.

“Cancel culture” is not supported by the Scripture and ought 
be resisted by us Christians, but our goal should be to have them 
become joined to the Christian culture; the Church, the body of 
Christ, forgiven and therefore also ready to forgive.

Cancel culture?  NO. Our sins cancelled by Christ Jesus? YES hhrr

Rev. George Horner
Bakersfield, CA

(currently)
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(The following sermon was preached by Rev. Kyle Sorensen at the 2021  
Spring Meeting of the Covenant East Classis.)

The Lord’s Servant 
is Gentle in Conflict

“22 Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23 But 
avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24 And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to 
all, able to teach, patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that 
they may know the truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by 
him to do his will.” (2 Timothy 2:22–26, NKJV).

BBrothers and Sisters, Jesus laid down this principle for all 
His disciples to follow in the Sermon on the Mount.  Mat-

thew 5:43–44 - 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall 
love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love 
your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate 
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you,  
These words of Jesus are the same perspective of the apostle 
of Jesus in our passage.  When conflict comes in the life of the 
church, here is how you handle it.  Paul reveals his Philosophy 
of Ministry for the servant of the Lord.  1st, The conduct of 
the servant of the Lord, 2nd, The method of the servant of 
the Lord, 3rd, The goal of the servant of the Lord.

First, The conduct of the servant of the Lord (verses 22-23).  
The servant of the Lord must have good Christian character.  
When someone is godly, it is harder to ignore them when they 
have to tell us things that might be unpleasant about our life or 
beliefs.  There are three commands here: Flee!  Pursue!  Avoid!

Verse 22 says to flee youthful passions.  Rev. Timothy was 
still somewhat on the young side, probably about 40.  The term 
youthful lusts certainly includes sexual immorality.  But the term 
‘lust’ refers to more.  It means any strong desire for what you ought 
not have.  The term is used in Galatians 5:16-21 for a long list 
of the fruits of the sinful flesh, some of which are in the mind 
and attitude as well as those in outward actions.  In our context, 
we see that the youthful lust includes the youthful desire to win 
arguments, to show how smart you are, to react with brash anger 
and fighting words whenever conflict arises.  Unbridled quarreling 
is just as deadly as unbridled lust.

We live in a culture now where the people who shout the loud-
est tend to win.  As Christians, our voices are getting drowned 
out or cancelled, so we can be tempted to think that we have to 
shout even louder.  But what does God say?  What kind of pas-
tor and church leader should we have?  What kind of Christian 
should we be?  Those who flee the blind and thoughtless lusts 
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and instead run after righteousness, faith, love.  It is not a sign of 
weakness just because you haven’t replied to some evil comment 
that was made on social media.

So, we flee the temptations of inordinate, out of control desires.  
The moral conduct of a minister is to be measured, steady, and 
pure.  He is a sinner, of course.  He needs to be saved by God’s 
grace just like every other church member.  But in order to fulfill 
the ministry Christ calls him to, in order to lead the church, he 
must run away from lust.  Not just ignore it.  Run away from 
it.  And run towards what is pure.  That is how any Christian 
grows spiritually.  We must put off sin and put on righteousness, 
by faith, from the sincere and pure heart that calls on the Lord 
for grace and guidance.

Verse 23 should sound familiar.  This sort of arrogant debating 
is denounced again and again throughout the pastoral epistles.
• 1 Timothy 1:4 - nor give heed to fables and endless genealogies, 
which cause disputes rather than godly edification which is in faith.
• 1 Timothy 4:7 - But reject profane and old wives’ fables, and 
exercise yourself toward godliness.
• 1 Timothy 6:4 - he is proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed 
with disputes and arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, 
reviling, evil suspicions,
• 2 Timothy 2:14 - Remind them of these things, charging them 
before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of 
the hearers. 
• 2 Timothy 4:4 - and they will turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables.
• Titus 1:14 - not giving heed to Jewish fables and commandments 
of men who turn from the truth.
• Titus 3:9 - But avoid foolish disputes, genealogies, contentions, 
and strivings about the law; for they are unprofitable and useless.

So, what did we see about the conduct of the servant of the 
Lord?  One of the reasons He saved you—So you live a life of 
good works for His glory.  That will require you to flee the very 
common lusts of this world that everyone excuses and is involved 
in.  Whether it is the lust of your eyes or the fantasies of your 
mind, the lust of what you eat or drink or substances you take, 
FLEE.  Or if it is the lust of the mind and mouth and keyboard 
as you lash out in ignorant and foolish disputes, generating strife.  
The conduct of the Christian instead is to pursue the righteous-
ness of our God.  Even faith itself.  Isn’t it interesting, a pastor 
is called to pursue faith?  You would think that someone who 
studied the faith and all its doctrines and how to preach it to 
others would have faith himself.  But that is not guaranteed.  He 
also must come back to the lessons he preaches to others.  Each 
pastor, elder, deacon, each church member no matter how many 
years it has been since you first learned your Sunday School and 
catechism lessons, each of us must keep on pursuing faith.  This is 
how we avoid the lusts that would dishonor Christ, His Church, 
and destroy our own lives.

Second, The method of the servant of the Lord (verses 24-

25a).  Each of the characteristics in verse 24 matches a charac-
teristic listed in the job qualifications for pastors and elders in 1 
Timothy 3 or Titus 1. The method revealed here is very important 
if the church leader wants to help seduced Christians return to 
the Lord.  1)Do Not quarrel.  2) Be gentle.  3) Be able to teach.  
4) Be patient when wronged.  5) Be gentle in correcting.

Be gentle.  One very important reason to be gentle is this: 
how will a church member who has a concern ever feel safe to 
bring it to her elder or to his pastor?  They must know that 
the church leader is not combative, aggressive, or quarrelsome 
in personality.  Patient discipleship is first required from the 
church leaders, before they will be able to expect patience and 
growth from the sheep in the flock.  Teaching is sticking with 
the facts, especially the ones that the critic doesn’t get, doesn’t 
understand, or is refusing to accept.  Being able to teach does 
not mean, “Look, just accept this, keep quiet and agree, or I 
will call you names or attack you.”

The sheep must know that the shepherd has their best in-
terests in mind.  The person who thinks the faithful pastor 
needs to ‘tell it like it is’ and just lay it out on the line and not 
care at all how people will hear or receive what you are saying 
is NOT thinking of the Biblical definition of a pastor.  But 
what they are encouraging is the kind of attitude which, if it 
were followed consistently, would have a pastor or elder greet 
you when you walk in the doors of church like this…

“Welcome to church, you dirty rotten sinner!  Good to see 
you.”

“Welcome to church, you thief!  Good to see you.”
“Welcome to church, you coward!  I know you never stood 

up for Christ this week.  Good to see you.”
“Welcome to church, you adulterer!  Good to see you.”
“Welcome to church, you greedy, covetous, self-centered 

woman!  Good to see you.”
Such an attitude is rebellious!  The pastor is to give special 

attention to his method and role.  2 Timothy 2:24–25 - 24 And a 
servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient, 25 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God 
perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 

“Patient.”  There are different Greek words translated pa-
tience in the Bible.  This one has the meaning of tolerating dif-
ficulties without resentment.  The faithful pastor must be patient 
and kind to the very people who are causing the trouble, who are 
most certainly NOT being patient and kind to him or to the rest 
of the congregation.

The method of a minister is not to get into an argument 
about who is right or who will win.  Rather, he should bring it 
back to the truth and show the adversary that their own joy and 
salvation and proper understanding of the Bible is at stake with 
the false ideas they are entertaining.

Yes there are some times and situations where a swift rebuke 
is called for, even a strong one.  Yet even then, that rebuke must 
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come from a person following the conduct of the servant of the 
Lord—all the moral qualities described in verse 22.  Th at rebuke 
must come in a way that teaches the person who needs to be ad-
monished that they have failed, but the problem isn’t they failed 
to please you or me or to measure up to what the pastor thinks.  
Th e standard is the Word of God.  So they are taught along with 
a swift rebuke that God is the Person that we all must answer to, 
AND they are taught that there is a way to make things right with 
God.  Th ere is forgiveness and mercy when we repent—so the 
rebuke comes with a call and an encouragement that we will pray 
for you and help you to repent.  Congregation, even in the most 
serious church discipline cases, that off er of help and of gentle, 
patient shepherding is ALWAYS communicated by the Spiritual 
Council—and it isn’t the fi rst time, but is simply one more of the 
many times the wayward soul has heard the call of the shepherd 
to return, to repent while there is still time, for Christ is willing 
to forgive those who put true faith in Him.

Th ird, Th e goal of the servant of the Lord (verse 25b-26).  
Th e goal is to win the person, not win the argument.  Pastors and 
Elders are most likely going to win an academic or theological 
argument because of their training.  Th e point is to show love to 
the person because of the gospel truths that they need to hear 
and to see from the pastors and elders pleading with them.

“Repentance” is a change of heart and mind.  Th e Biblical 
defi nition is summarized very accurately in our Heidelberg Cat-
echism #88-91.  How do you know when someone has repented?  
Verses 25-26 say that repentance is when they know the truth, 
come to their senses, and escape the trap!  Th e snare of the devil.  
We get so easily wounded by critics and their allegations and 
slanders and false teachings.  Yet do we see them as fellow humans 
who are lost, needing pity?  False teachers and heretics and those 
who create division with Christ’s church—they are prisoners of 
war!  Prisoners of Satan, in the spiritual warfare between Jesus’ 
Kingdom and Satan’s kingdom.

Th e false teaching of the devil traps people because it of-
fers them something they really want: “You can have pleasure 
now.  Or, you can have control now, of your situation, of your life, 
family.  You can have security and safety and health now.  Just 
allow yourself to follow the ways of the devil and don’t question 
assumptions—in fact, you have a right to be happy to create 

your own reality and morality.  Don’t let any Bible passage or 
Bible teacher expose your false sense of security and show you 
the true, eternal joy that comes through repentance from sin and 
surrender to Christ alone.”

We ought not to have an impulsive, reactionary, harsh ap-
proach to people when we teach or minister to them.  We also 
must not copy the critic’s attitude when people refuse our gen-
tle and patient teaching...for some of them will one day repent.  
Th ere is hope, we should not write someone off  just because they 
have been real jerks, or have been totally under the sway of false 
teachers and it seems now like they will never change.  God is in 
the business of miracles.

For, ultimately, the only way enemies of the Church will be 
converted is through the sovereign power of God, not the super 
sermons of a pastor.  Verse 25 says it is God Who must grant 
repentance.  He will use the conviction of His Word as the pas-
tor preaches it publicly, and teaches and pastors with it privately.

I want to close with a reminder of what the proper Biblical 
philosophy of ministry is: the servant of the Lord will have to con-
front error and heresy and confl ict and strife between Christians 
and also between those who leave the church and try to sabotage 
the faith of the true believers who remain.  When things seem like 
they are unraveling, it can be very easy to get angry for a pastor or 
elder, to get defensive as a church member and point out all the 
evils in the other person.  Yet the method of confronting those 
who oppose the truth is the method of Gentleness.

We see that very method in the behavior of Christ Himself.  
He came to one of His pastors who had opposed Him, Peter.  
Peter had denied Jesus, and Jesus could have written him off  or 
cast him out or called him names—Peter deserved it all!  Yet 
Jesus comes to Peter in gentleness, in patience, in humility, and 
corrects Peter and asks him if he loves Jesus.  Peter says “yes,” 
and Jesus says then go and “Feed My sheep.”  God granted Peter 
repentance right then and there, through the gentleness of Jesus.  
May God grant all the earthly shepherds of His sheep in every 
church around the world this strength of mind and heart, the 
courage and boldness to be gentle, not harsh, to follow our Savior, 
so that the fl ock will know how loving and gracious Jesus is to 
the souls of each of His people.  Amen! hhrr
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Report on 2021 Spring Meeting 
of the Covenant East Classis

OOn Monday, March 1, 2021 the delegates of the 36th

Annual Covenant East Classis arrived at Salem Ebene-
zer Reformed Church in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  Our evening 
began with a hearty bowl of chili, and then we gathered together 
for a pre-classis discussion.  Before the meeting, each delegate 
read the book Pastors and their Critics (by Joel Beeke).  Th is 
book guided our discussion about a biblical and pastoral view 
of criticism.  Following the discussion, the delegates enjoyed 
an evening of fellowship together.

On Tuesday morning, March 2, Rev. Kyle Sorensen called 
the meeting to order.  Rev. Sorensen opened the meeting in prayer, 
followed by devotions from 2 Timothy 2:22-26.  He emphasized 
the importance of gentleness and patience in the ministry.

Th e opening roll call showed eleven pastors and ten elders 
present, which includes four pastors and three elders via zoom.  
For this meeting only, classis met in a hybrid format to allow 
delegates to attend digitally over video conference.  As business 
began, Rev. Christopher Campbell was elected president, Rev. 
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Chuck Muether was elected vice-president, and Rev. Steve Carr 
was elected to continue to serve as clerk.  We as a classis want to 
commend and thank Rev. Sorensen for his five years of diligent, 
faithful and competent service as president of classis.  Later in 
the meeting, Alan Hermann, an elder delegate from St. Paul’s 
Evangelical Reformed Church in Hamburg, MN, was re-elected 
to serve as our classis treasurer.  No fraternal delegates were pres-
ent at the meeting. 

One of the themes of classis this year was that of facing 
conflict, criticism, trials, and discouragement.  This was the focus 
of our pre-classis meeting, and it was also highlighted by Presi-
dent Sorensen in his president’s report.  This theme also came 
up in the various parochial reports of the pastors.  We spent the 
day on Tuesday hearing the parochial reports, discussing them 
together, and praying for the churches of classis. We also had a 
time of mutual encouragement and talking about the importance 
of getting proper rest, time off, and being “refreshed” in the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.  We were also reminded in the midst of these 
difficult, dark days that God is at work sanctifying his people 
and building his church.

Our Tuesday evening concluded with a service of worship 
to our Triune God.  Rev. Steve Altman led the service and Rev. 
Chuck Muether preached a sermon on Matthew 3:1-12 entitled 
In Those Days and In Our Days.

After a night of rest, the brothers met together again in the 
morning of March 3.  Rev. Richard Stetler led us in devotions 

on Ephesians 5.  We then heard reports from RCUS fraternal 
delegates to the fall 2020 meeting of the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church (OPC) of the Presbytery of the Midwest and to the fall 
meeting of the United Reformed Churches of North Ameri-
ca (URCNA) of Classis Central U.S.  We also heard a report 
from an RCUS visitor to the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Churches (ARP) and the Mississippi Valley Presbytery.  As a 
side-note, the ARP is a member of NAPARC, but we do not 
have fraternal relationship with the ARP.

On Wednesday morning, the delegates heard the reports 
of the standing committees of classis.  In the missions commit-
tee report, we heard encouraging news of Immanuel Reformed 
Fellowship, a mission work in South Central Iowa that is being 
supported by classis.

The 36th annual meeting of the Covenant East Classis 
concluded on Wednesday afternoon.  The delegates departed 
with thankful hearts for God’s grace in sustaining us, for our 
rich fellowship together, and for the kindness and hospitality 
shown to us by the saints at Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church 
in Manitowoc, Wisconsin.  Soli Deo Gloria! hhrr

Respectfully Submitted 
Rev. Ryan Kron
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Esteemed Fathers and Brothers,
It was an honor to serve as your president this past year.  My 

labors as part of the Executive Committee are summarized in 
their report.  You should also know that in keeping with RCUS 
protocol, I attended the funeral of Rev. Dr. Robert Grossmann 
to give condolences on behalf of our classis.

We gathered last night for our annual pre-Classis discus-
sion.  This year, the topic was timely: coping with criticism in the 
ministry.  One fitting quote from our book was this old Dutch 
saying, “He who stands in the front will soon be kicked in the 
rear.”  It is common for one or two pastors/congregations to have 
had a particularly rough year as they head to the annual classis 
meeting with wounds needing to be nursed and hearts awaiting 
the encouragement of the brethren.  This year, nearly every one 

of us come “having been kicked in the rear,” feeling bruised and 
reporting that this past year was perhaps the hardest ever.  Most 
of the reasons are not directly related to the pandemic and eco-
nomic turmoil of our nation, although the dominoes of criticism 
and unrest within society have led to social and spiritual unrest 
within congregations.

After reading the suffering described in our parochial reports, 
I think we could rename ourselves “the Job Classis.”  Several pas-
tors report struggles with their health.  A few pastors report bouts 
with depression, perhaps in response to criticisms faced.  Several 
pastors specifically highlight the work of the Consistory and their 
support this year in all sorts of trials.  One pastor’s Consistory 
even took steps to provide a 15-week sabbatical for him for the 
purpose of recovery and renewal.

President’s  
Report

T O  C O V E N A N T  E A S T  C L A S S I S ,  M A R C H  2 - 3 ,  2 0 2 1



10  | Reformed Herald  77 / 02

In fact, long before reading the parochial reports, only half-
way through the Classis year, I was aware of two pastors who had 
been accused of scandalous activity, one pastor/Spiritual Council 
faced intense threats over church discipline administered in the 
past, four pastors seriously considering getting out of the ministry 
or leaving their current charge, and every local Consistory facing 
conflict in some way from members (including one another) on 
how to rightly respond to the pandemic, lockdowns, church-state 
issues, etc.  Since the start of 2021, it became clear that this week’s 
meeting could have included hearing as many as two complaints 
against local Spiritual Councils and an additional set of charges 
against a minister, along with another set of accusations against 
another pastor of scandalous activity.  I do not mention all this 
so that people can go try to discover who each of these situations 
refers to.  Rather, I mention it to bring to light the very reality 
that Christ promised—in this world we will have tribulation.  

(And on the matter of accusations of scandal—we take any 
and all allegations made by any church member or officer seri-
ously.  Our Constitution lays down a process in Article 121 for 
such things.  Those who rule in the Church must also submit to 
the rules and be held accountable.  At the same time, we all must 
seek to promote and defend our neighbor’s good name—all of our 
neighbors, those bringing their concerns and those who are the 
subject of the allegations.  The Biblical proofs for these matters 
in 1 Corinthians 5 and Matthew 18 along with other relevant 
Scriptures have been followed or are in process of being followed, 
as the case may warrant)

As a Classis, we are going through a season of tribulation 
in our churches and especially among the officers.  We come 
into this week battered and bruised.  It is a call to be humble, to 
self-examination where we may have erred in any way in method 
or substance.  It is a call to be gentle and patient encouragers of 
one another as we press on, stirring up the gift that is within us.  
God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and love and 
sound minds.  Let us remember the words of one of the fathers 
of the faith, John Calvin.  He wrote, “Whatever a person may be 
like, we must still love them because we love God.”

In the face of criticism, Christ is still the Lord of His Church.  
The marks of the Church are alive and well within Covenant East 
Classis.  Every congregation had to adapt to covid precautions 
and government-mandated lockdowns.  Although the lockdowns 
began just a few weeks after we last were together for our Classis 
meeting in March 2020, nearly every congregation was back to 
in-person worship by the end of May (with live-streaming or 
digital recording available for those at home).  One congregation 
did not resume until July, and then the Consistory suspended in-
person gathering again for 2 months from November to January 
2021.  Several pastors report how eery and awkward the experi-
ence was of preaching to an empty church or a computer screen 
during those weeks.  We are so glad to have that season behind 
us and ready to push on with a deeper appreciation for the value 

of public, gathered worship, as a testimony to the world of our 
faith in the midst of fear and unbelief.

Nearly every pastor is preaching through both the OT and 
the NT during the year.  This is very good, showing the unity of 
the gospel message.  The sacraments are faithfully administered.  
Despite the pandemic delaying the celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per on one or two occasions, every congregation still celebrated 
the Lord’s Supper multiple times in 2020.  The third mark of the 
church (church discipline) was also practiced in 2020.  Members 
were dismissed and received, erased and/or disciplined, where 
appropriate.  While not often understood, the Bible teaches that 
the discipline of the church includes the process of membership 
class and oversight of new souls brought into the congregation.  
Despite a pandemic, many congregations reported new families 
coming and joining.  In some cases, it is because of the faithful 
response of our churches to the pandemic and world events which 
drew these new members or visitors.   

There is a need for additional help on the Executive Commit-
tee.  The recommendation by that committee to authorize them 
to call on the Vice President as needed to fulfill their duties would 
greatly alleviate the stress and sheer number of crises that have 
to be managed in a busy year like we have had the past two years.

With the exception of the Camp Committee, all other per-
manent committee reports were quite late (see Standing Rule 
#15).  Rather than wait for the finalized docket from the Clerk, 
which is not available until a few days before Classis meets, I 
suggest that each chairman simply reply by the deadline to the 
email list that the Clerk uses to announce the Spring Meeting.  
Then each delegate will have time to review and come prepared.

The Interchurch Relations Committee visited our fraternal 
church assemblies when possible.  The Church Camp Committee 
reports another good year with covenant youth and many volun-
teers growing in grace.  Most summer camps were closed down, 
but with some extra sanitizing and planning, we had the highest 
turnout of campers in years.  The Candidates and Credentials 
Committee assisted with the credentials of a pastor and also 
provided counsel and oversight of our seminary student.

The Missions Committee has been very active this year.  I 
want to personally commend them, especially since some of their 
work is related to the set of questions I put to them in my 2020 
President’s Report regarding our missions strategy and practices 
in recent years.  It is clear that the men on the committee have 
reflected and prayed about these matters and then applied our 
denominational missions manual in wise and careful ways to the 
missions that exist in our classis.  They make some recommenda-
tions which mark a change in some cases.  They mention some 
work which needs to still be done for self-reflection as a classis.  I 
pray that we will do that.  I pray that we will all, even if we don’t 
wear the label of ‘missionary’ or ‘mission church,’ view ourselves 
as ambassadors for Christ, going forth in obedience to His Great 
Commission, fulfilling God’s mission to a lost and dying world.
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The main work of our classis is done through the local 
congregations.  From West to East, a selective summary of the 
parochial reports follows.

In Kansas City, Rev. Campbell reports a series of trials which 
families in the congregation faced in 2020, and then reports that 
God has been gracious in the midst of those trials.  Furthermore, 
several new families have joined in 2021 already.  He concludes, 

“Therefore, as I reflect upon 2020 I rejoice, knowing that follow-
ing every difficulty there is a “But God” which He has designed 
for our good, for He is rich in mercy.”

In Northwest Arkansas, Rev. Carr reports an answer to our 
prayers as a classis for some time: another elder has been raised 
up within the congregation.  He also reminds us of a saying of 
Christian martyrs from the 4th Century: “Without Sunday we 
cannot live.”  Both in their worship and in various church educa-
tion settings the saints have participated in the lively faith of the 
Christian and the fellowship of the gathered saints.

In Hamburg, Rev. Schnabel explains that when a Bible study 
to the assisted living home was shut down due to covid restric-
tions a new Bible Study was begun in a senior apartment, study-
ing the Psalms.  While the year went on with a seemingly new 
crisis each week, he reports with a tone of hope and describes a 
congregation that is lovingly cared for by our Triune God.

In Garner, Dr. Larson reports a personal milestone reached 
in 2020 of thirty years in the ordained ministry of the gospel.  
He also mentions how the pandemic increased the workload in 
terms of comforting, counseling, and praying with the flock.  A 
further challenge that he and the Consistory have had to navigate 
is how to proceed when an infectious disease is in the community 
while the pastor happens to have significant preexisting medical 
conditions.

In South Central Iowa, Rev. Muether serves in our newest 
Classis Mission Work, Immanuel Reformed Fellowship (under 
the oversight of the Gettysburg Consistory).  Planting a mission 
work in a pandemic is difficult, to say the least.  Yet God was 
gracious in bringing new families who are very mission-minded.  
The pandemic slowed the ability to have on-site assessment of the 
work by Classis and Synod Committees, but that has occurred 
now and fuller denominational support is on the horizon.

In Eden Prairie, Rev. Kron has led the congregation in teach-
ing, conversation, and prayers against the dangers of becoming an 
ingrown church.  One practical illustration of this is the practice 
of volunteers who prepare information to bring to the congrega-
tion for each prayer meeting about one of the missionaries they 
financially support.  They then pray together with understanding.

In Minneapolis, Rev. Sawtelle describes the 11 ‘virtual 
Lord’s Day gatherings’ as surreal, done with heavy hearts, yet 
with constant adjustments to get closer to the norm of in-person 
gatherings.  “It was a sincere effort to provide Christ’s ministry 
through the gospel and offer praise to God in singing, Scrip-
ture reading, preaching and prayer.”  Several church members 

assisted with technology and came in-person to help make it 
better.  Worship and most church education events are back now, 
with some precautions, which are constantly being re-evaluated 
by the Consistory.

In Manitowoc, Rev. Sorensen reports the struggle to adapt 
to the pandemic and yet the blessings of maintaining Christian 
worship and fellowship amid the risks of this world.  In April 
2020, legal counsel was sought in case of a lawsuit over having a 
funeral in the parking lot.  The congregation members desired to 
show and experience Christian love such that they were willing 
to resume monthly fellowship meals, host the annual Church 
Camp, and have the traditional Christmas Eve program (all with 
limited precautions).  Not being able to visit the shut-ins for 
months, dozens of members braved the cold and went Christmas 
caroling from outside the windows (to 8 different locations).  The 
shut-ins joyfully sang along to Stille Nacht (Silent Night) and 
held up signs that said “Thank you and I love you.”

In Napoleon, Rev. Altman reports new members, new Bible 
studies, and a renewed involvement of all ages in church educa-
tion classes.  There is clear evidence of discipleship happening 
among the saints.  Within the challenges, he writes that we move 
forward, “casting our burdens upon the God Who loves us and 
Who sustains us for His glory!”

In Gettysburg, Rev. Fluck reports a few weddings and also 
a few new members.  He describes the privilege for the congre-
gation to have hosted last year’s Classis meeting.  He personally 
endured two surgeries during the year, yet was able to maintain 
most of his duties throughout.  He reports some intense conflict 
within the congregation, and prays that he and all the members 
would respond to the Lord’s testing by a growth in sanctification 
and a resolve to heal where needed. 

In Waymart, Rev. Potter reports some members lost while 
new members were gained.  He also reports that he has resumed 
duties on the Synod Interchurch Relations Committee, from 
which he had been relieved a few years ago.  He has painstakingly 
researched all our actions in that area over recent decades to create 
50 pages of notes.  These will be developed into a handbook to 
provide continuity and purpose to the Synod in our ecumenical 
relations for decades to come.

We also have three pastors laboring without a pastoral call.  
Rev. Richard Stetler is retired, and yet continues to fill pulpit in 
many Reformed churches in the greater northwest Iowa area.  
Last year classis had approved his request to labor outside the 
bounds to serve as a part-time Associate Pastor at a PCA church.  
Sadly, that relationship did not last for long due to other issues 
and changes within that congregation.  He continues to labor for 
Reformation Gospel Ministries, which has expanded outreach 
to 6 different countries now.

In Fombell, PA, Rev. Win Groseclose reports that he has 
had to enter a bi-vocational ministry to pay the bills.  The Lord 
has been gracious to his family in this way.  For nearly a year he 
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has been leading worship for a group of families calling them-
selves Light of Resurrection Reformed Church.  They hope to 
be ready to request entrance as a congregation of the RCUS in 
about 12 months.

Rev. Jimmy John Hall, our newest member of classis, reports 
that he interacts with many people in his workplace (as the Clerk 
of a local municipality) and in the community where he resides 
near Columbus, Ohio.  He regularly prays for unbelievers.  He 
is hopeful that opportunities for a possible mission work may 
arise.  He is also studying for a D. Min., with focus on the area 
of Biblical counseling.

The Kansas City Consistory has, as of this writing, chosen 
not to revise and resubmit its overture which was returned to it 
last year so that it could provide more detailed argumentation 
(Abstract 2020:48).  While on a different, but related, topic, the 
Special Study Committee on the Office of Believer is proposing 
it be dissolved without having finished its work.  We certainly 
all understand the loss of urgency on both these matters (the 
overture and the special committee) given the events of the past 
year and the several crises within our congregations.  However, 
the issues that led to these matters are not going away.  It is my 
prayer that we will continue to work toward a greater unity with 
one another and, perhaps at the Synod level as well as the Classis 
level, hammer out a way to handle both unity and diversity in 
ways that flow out of our mutual commitment to the Scriptures 
and to one another as covenanted members of the same church. 

Classis is thankful to have found a new Treasurer.  We are 
grateful for the kindness of Jim Drewes who continued his labors 
many extra months until we were able to find and elect Alan 
Herrmann.  We look forward to working together with Mr. Her-
rmann in the years to come.  Financially, the churches of classis 

and the classis itself are financially stable, for which we praise God.
Finally, this is my final report as your President.  I am deeply 

grateful for the trust you have placed in me to not only run the 
meetings, but to assist in organization, advice, and encourage-
ment throughout the year.  I love Christ’s Church, and this has 
been a wonderful way to see the church up close and to come 
alongside pastors and elders as well as church members through-
out the Classis.

A final word of exhortation for our “Job Classis.”  One of the 
devotions at last year’s classis meeting pointed us to John Calvin’s 
view of the gospel ministry.  The handout from Dr. Larson’s devo-
tion reads, “Calvin was prepared to say concerning the Church 
of Geneva: ‘the welfare of this church, it is true, lay so near my 
heart, that for its sake I would not have hesitated to lay down 
my life.’”  Those words are still timely.  Let us not shrink back in 
the face of conflict and suffering.  We are to be Christ-like before 
our congregations, laying down ourselves for their spiritual well-
being.  As we reflect on what we can and should do, whether we 
might get sick ourselves by doing it (physically or emotionally), 
or whether we might be persecuted by the governing authorities, 
or censored by technology, or criticized by our own flock, let us 
press on with the courage and the gentleness of Christ.  What 
can the world do to us?  What can disease do to us?  Like Job, we 
know that our Redeemer lives, and so we live for His glory.  He 
is our source of strength.  His voice is the one we long to hear 
above all others, when on that great day we hear Him graciously 
pronounce, “Well done, my good and faithful servant.” hhrr

Your Servant in Christ,
Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
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ANECDOTES 
O F  C H U R C H  H I S T O R Y

1. CALVIN’S EARLY STUDY HABITS
In his forward to Joel Beeke’s Reformed Preaching, Dr. Sinclair 
Ferguson exalts the study habits of a young John Calvin.  Before 
he retired at night Calvin rehearsed everything he learned that day, 
and refused to leave his bed the next morning until he drenched 
himself in the wisdom imbibed the day before. For a time, Fer-
guson himself adopted this practice and reported that it was the 
last time he felt “in command” of his knowledge.

2.  A SWISS REFORMER’S  

TRANSLATION OF PSALM 23 
Swiss Reformer Ulrich Zwingli (1484-1531) mulled over a 
meaningful rendering of the second verse of Psalm 23, which 
he translated in light of his own experience, saying: “The Lord 
is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in 
Alpine meadows.”  

3.  A DYING C.S LEWIS  

LAUGHS AT HIS INFIRMITIES.
C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) was stricken with numerous physical 
infirmities, including kidney failure. Yet, regardless of diminishing 
health, his humor percolated, praising God for the gift of laughter 
and even the use of tobacco amidst his dire physical straits. For 
example, he labeled his prostate issues “plumbing” problems.  On 
one occasion when his kidney trouble became acute so that he 

committed himself to the Acland Nursing Home for multiple 
blood transfusions, he wrote: “For the first time I feel some sym-
pathy with Dracula. He must have led a miserable life.”  

4.  A FAMOUS SCOT JOUSTS WITH THE PRESS.
Famed Scottish track star and Olympic winner Eric Liddell (Paris 
Games, 1924) whose life was celebrated in the Oscar winning 
film Chariots of Fire (1978), playfully answered questions from 
a serious interviewer when he was on missionary furlough from 
China in Canada in 1932. He was questioned by R.E. Knowles 
who asked him when “this irregularity” (Liddell’s winning race 
at the railway celebrations in China) happened.
“Just 3 years,” he answered.
“And was there any moaning at the bar?”
“What bar?” murmured Liddell, perhaps a double entendre. 
“The bar of public, religious and clerical opinion. Did the mis-
sionary authorities instruct you to moderate your pace?”
“Oh no.”
“Do you think your pedal prowess is a help to you in your work?”, 
asked the interviewer, piling one metaphor upon another. 
“Sure.”
“Do you ever preach from the text “So run that ye may obtain?”
“No I’d sooner preach on ‘The race is not to the swift.’”  (from 
Ecclesiastes 9:11)
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5.  KING CANUTE REBUKES HIS TOADIES.
Danish King of England, Canute (?994-1035), is famous for 
rebuking his boot-licking courtiers who revered him to the skies. 
Weary of their manifold praises for his invincibility, greatness, 
and power, he ordered that his kingly chair be placed at the surf, 
where, when seated, he ordered the waves to recede so that they 
would not wet him. But the tide refused to obey his edicts, and his 
chronicler records that from that time forth Canute never wore 
his crown, but hung it instead on the head of a statue.

6. ENGLAND’S FUTURE PRIME MINISTER IS UN-

WITTINGLY APPRECIATED.
William Gladstone, who served as Secretary of the Exchequer 
(Treasury) before he became Prime Minister, was a devoted 
Christian Churchman and brilliant financier. He visited the of-
fices of a ship owner, who was out when there entered a wealthy 
ship owner asking for the same man. The man was escorted to 
the accompanying room where Gladstone was feverishly copy-
ing some figures.  The visitor paced back and forth several times 
before he eyed Gladstone’s doings, impressed that he wrote with 
a “bonny hand.”

“I am glad you think so’, was Gladstone’s reply.
“”Ah, thou dost. Thou makes thy figures weel. Thou’art just 

the chap I want.’
“Indeed!” said Gladstone (undoubtedly amused).
“Yes, indeed,” replied the shipowner. “I’m a man of few words.  

Noo, if thou’lt come over to canny oould Sunderland thou seest 
I’ll give thee 120 pounds a year, and that’s a plum thou dost not 
meet with every day in thy life, I  reckon. Noo then.”

The cagey Gladstone replied that he was grateful for the 
offer, but that he would wait for the return of the ship owner to 
confer first with him.    

When the shipowner did return he told Gladstone that 120 
pounds “is more than I can afford to pay you in the department 
in which you are at present placed. You will find my friend a 
good and kind master, and under the circumstances, the sooner 
you know each other the better. Allow me, therefore, Mr.––, to 
introduce you to the Right Hon. W.E. Gladstone, Chancellor of 
the Exchequer.” 

The Sunderland ship owner was taken aback, but shortly 
recovered his composure, enjoyed the ruse, which was–afterall–
generated by his keen eye for talent.

7.  HERMAN BAVINCK’S FATHER
Famed Dutch theologian Herman Bavinck (1854-1921) was 
raised in a Christian home under the sway of a father who was a 
gifted Christian pastor. However, his father, Jan, did suffer from 
one handicap,– he could be so ossified that he was indecisive; 
thus he sought counsel from lots. This practice was not a private 
penchant, as the Classis that he was under sometimes employed 

the same practice.  For example, when the Classis decided to 
vote on an exhausted Pastor Sundag’s request for a man to be 
instructed in theology in preparation for service in the ministry, 
the Classis vote ended in a 11 to 11 tie. The men then knelt in 
prayer and asked the Lord to answer them by drawing a lot. They 
called one of the girls who was serving meals to join and draw 
the lot, whose slip of paper read, “For.”

No less than 5 candidates expressed interest, but the Classis 
decided to limit the number to one. Three were eliminated dur-
ing discussion, leaving two: Frederik Huisken and Jan Bavinck.  
After more deliberation, including interviews with the candidates, 
another vote was taken that resulted in another tie of 11 to 11. 
The young lady from the kitchen appeared again and chose a slip 
of paper that bore the name “Bavinck.” Thus the future of Dutch 
Reformed theology (that culminated in the ministry of Herman 
Bavinck) was dramatically influenced by the draw of a woman 
who was twice recruited from her kitchen services. 

But the lot casting was not all over: While in the ministry 
Jan was offered a position of teaching at the new seminary at 
Kampen or remaining entrenched in his pastoral position in 
Hoogeveen where he and his wife Gesina were quite content. 
After exhausting every avenue of discussion, Jan Bavinck decided 
to cast lots (contrary to Gesina who lobbied for prayer). So, he sat 
down and penned two letters which he sealed in plain envelops 
and called in a student named J. Moolhuizen to pick one letter 
off his desk and place it in the mail box. The student chose the 
rejection. Years later Jan revealed his reaction, writing, “I will just 
say this: I did not have any peace with what happened both at the 
time and later.”  (These incidents are taken from Ron Gleason’s, 
Herman Bavinck.)

Note: Casting lots is described in Proverbs 16:33 and en-
dorsed by the Westminster Larger Catechism (see Question 
112).  

8.  THE UNIVERSITY OF ADVERSITY
A few years ago I was standing outside 5th Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New York City, gazing at its glassy marquee when I 
earmarked the title of Sunday’s sermon: “The University of Ad-
versity.” The phrase was not new to me although I was unfamiliar 
with its origin. The term was “put on the map” (perhaps even craft-
ed) by Josiah Henson (1789-1883), who was a former slave and a 
principal in the American abolition movement. It seems that when 
Mr. Henson was introduced to the archbishop of Canterbury, 
that the archbishop was so impressed with Henson’s command of 
English that he asked what university he had matriculated. “The 
university of adversity,” responded the redeemed slave. 

9.  ONE OF HISTORY’S SHORTEST SERMONS
Cyrus of Panopolis (5th century AD) is credited as preaching one 
of the shortest sermons in the ancient Church. But what were 
the circumstances that inspired his laconic homily? In part when 
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he was removed by the Emperor Theodosius II and shipped off 
to Phrygia in Asia Minor because of his sympathies with the 
old pagan religion.  Thus, to express contempt for the emperor, 
his new residence, and the congregation forced upon him, he 
composed a terse sermon, preaching, “Let the birth of our Savior 
Jesus Christ be commemorated in silence, because The Word of 
God in the Holy Virgin through hearing alone. Amen.” 

10.  OR–WAS THIS HISTORY’S  

SHORTEST SERMON?
On July 8, 1898 the notorious con man , Jeff “Soapy” Smith, was 
killed in a gun battle by Frank Reid in Skagway, Alaska (Reid was 
himself shot in the groin and died 12 days later). Soapy was an 
accomplice in stealing gold from John Douglas Steward in a game 
of 3-card monte and when the miner could not pay his losses, 
his gold was seized. But Soapy made it only to the vicinity of the 
wharf where he hoped to launch away and flee. He was so de-
spised by the inhabitants of Skagway that his “ventilated” corpse 
was buried several yards outside the city cemetery. A Presbyterian 
preacher (who was not inclined to preach unrepentant sinners 
into heaven) was recruited to conduct the funeral; his text was 
Proverbs 13:15, which he read before the city’s “mourners.” The 
text read: “Good understanding giveth favour: but the way of 
transgressors is hard.” He then terminated the service without 
comment! 

11.  NOT PYGMALION LIKELY
The 1936 the British film Pygmalion, which was based on a 
winning play by George Bernard Shaw, was censured by many 
for a singular crudity.  Although expertly crafted and directed 
and adhering much to the text of the play, the film egregiously 
overstepped the bounds of British religious mores with the fol-
lowing line: Eliza Doolittle (who was played by Wendy Hiller) 
exclaimed: “Not ‘bloody’ likely.” Britons were so shocked that 
whenever faced with something thoroughly implausible, they 
would customarily say, “Not Pygmalion likely.” 

In light of today’s cinematic permissiveness, Hiller’s line 
seems a slight sin, although  “bloody” in England and in America 
carry different connotations. 

12.  THE ALL-INCLUSIVE WORD KING
After Alexander the Great (357-324 BC) defeated King 

Porus of India in 326 BC, the conquered king was summoned 
before his victor.

He requested: “I would like to be treated like a king.” “Do 
you have nothing else to request?” asked Alexander. 

Porus responded: “Nothing. For everything is compre-
hended in the word ‘king.’” (Charmed, Alexander restored his 
kingdom.)

Note: How much more is comprehended in the majestic 
title, “King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

13.  THE REST OF THE STORY
Samuel F. B. Morse is famous for inventing the telegraph, employ-
ing the words “WHAT HATH GOD WROUGHT,” which 
were sent from Washington to Baltimore on May 23, 1844.  

There are three interesting facts about Morse, his code, and 
his invention:

First, the words “What hath God Wrought” are from Num-
bers 23:23 and were chosen at the behest of Annie Ellsworth.

Second, Morse himself was no stranger to Christianity, 
being reared in a home by a Calvinistic pastor, Jedidiah Morse 
(1761-1826). Morse’s Calvinism was apparently passed on to 
his son so that he became a proponent of Calvinism, who cam-
paigned for Puritan traditions, Sabbath laws, and Christian mor-
als. He also wanted Catholicism banished from America, since 
he deemed it both a religious and political threat. (It was alleged 
that Morse refused to don his hat when in the presence of the 
Pope while visiting Rome.)

Third, Morse and his financier friend, Alfred Vail, gave an 
earlier exhibition of the electric telegraph in Morristown, New 
Jersey, after they reeled in two miles of wire inside a factory house. 
A local crowd witnessed this transmission, which featured dif-
ferent words: “A patient waiter is no loser.”

That’s the rest of the story! 

14. THE SERVANT OF THE SERVANTS OF GOD
To this day the Pope of Rome describes himself as “The servant 
of the servants of God.” While sounding self-effacing, the origin 
of the phrase is traced to Pope Gregory I (Pope from 590-604 
and who John Calvin called “the last good Pope”) who humbly 
applied it to himself. It seems that Gregory loathed the idea of a 
universal bishop so that when the Byzantine Emperor dubbed 
John the Faster “the ecumenical Patriarch” of the whole church 
that Gregory stepped up to the plate and admonished him to 
regard himself only as “the servant of the servants of God.”  Thus 
“servant of the servants of God” was a rebuke to any clergyman 
who assumed the role of “the vicar of Christ” on the earth! Not-
withstanding its history, from the 12th century forward the ap-
pellation “servant of the servants of God” is regularly misapplied 
by Popes to themselves.   hhrr

Note: Recently, Pope Francis I declared that a good shepherd must be so committed that he smells like his sheep, another 
winsome but hypocritical metaphor considering the Pope’s idolatrous self-glorification as the supreme Pontiff.
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Success Brings More Opportunity

Through the generous giving of the members of the RCUS God 
has used you to set up farm lands, bring in advisors on how to 
raise crops more efficiently, build pig and chicken raising proj-
ects, and plant a field of oil palm trees that should mature into 
production in the next couple of years.  Thank you to all those 
who have supported these projects with prayer and donations.  
Perhaps the most successful project has been the sewing school.

We know that many of you have a special place in your 
heart for this school which began with teaching single moth-
ers from the community how to be seamstresses and be able to 
earn an income for their families.  This school has also been a 
wonderful outreach to those who do not know Christ as their 
personal savior.  We have been able to give out three to four 
sewing machines each year to students who excelled and passed 
the government examination to be certified as seamstress and 
set up her own business.

This success has drawn in more and more students as well 
as young people from the church that wish to learn this trade.  To 
God be the glory!  Nevertheless, this has caused two unexpected 
problems.  The first problem is that the classes are held in the 
church in Mbuji-Mayi. This creates difficulties for both the wor-
ship services and the classes because everything is stored in the 
church and must be moved aside for worship and then back again 

when the classes start.  This, however, is not the biggest problem.  
A more significant problem is that the government was willing 
to let them meet in the church when the classes were small and 
serving only single mothers.  Now there are others who want the 
opportunity to learn this trade who are members of the church 
and/or not a single mother.  The government has now stepped 
in and informed them that they may no longer use the church 
facilities for the sewing classes because they are too large and not 
serving only single mothers.  They must move out of the church 
building by July 2021.

Rev. Kabongo has said that he believes we can purchase a 
barebones building for this use for $10,000.00.  In addition to 
the cost for the building, there will be a cost to officially transfer 
the building to be the property of the church which may be used 
as a teaching center.  Also, there will be costs with some remodel-
ing to make the building functional for sewing classes as well as 
needed tables and furniture for cutting and sewing.  We already 
have some funds available in the Congo Economic Development 
Fund, but not nearly enough to purchase the building and furnish 
it.  Our first priority is to secure a building and then we can see 
what we need to do beyond that to make this a real, special place 
for teaching and evangelism in the Congo as well as providing 
opportunities for women to earn a living.  hhrr

If God has moved you to donate to this cause, please send your donations to: Congo Economic Development Fund c/o 
Providence Reformed Church 245 E. Vine Street Lodi, CA 95240
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Report of the 36th Annual Meeting  
of the Western Classis (March, 2021)

The 36th annual meeting of the Western Classis was slated to 
meet at Trinity Reformed Church in Modesto, Ca, but due to the 
Covid-19 crisis, Classis was forced by God’s  providence to “call an 
audible” (the exact whereabouts we will mention later). Although 
the location was different than planned a year ago, discussion 
of the Covid-19 plague permeated the deliberations, although 
never in a demoralizing or crippling way. Rather, the same faith 
expressed by the Psalmist when he rested in “the Shadow of the 
Almighty”(Psalm 91) permeated the proceedings, and kept the 
delegates from spiraling down a hole or landing in a castle of 
Giant Despair.

The Rev. Paul Treick opened the meeting with a timely 
devotional from Psalm 71:14-21, choosing the timely theme, 
Pandemic Trouble, as he sought to give the delegates wisdom, 
understanding, and miles of heart. By the grace of God, the ju-
dicatory was buoyed from the outset to do the Lord’s business, 
despite the absence of the blessedness of in-person fellowship 
and camaraderie.

The officers for this Classical year were the Rev. Tracy Grug-
gett who was re-elected as President, Rev. Ruben Zartman as 
Vice President, Rev. Doug Schlegel as Stated Clerk, and deacon 
Nathan Schlegel as Treasurer.

From the outset evidences of the virus were among us, with 
at least three  delegates battling the virus, including the clerk 
who, nevertheless,  girded up his loins and assisted the Presi-
dent, although bodily stricken. If any  harbored a skepticism as 
to whether the virus was real, its incarnate reality sat before our 
very eyes. But praise be to God that when we are weak, we can be 
strong! The Classis work- ethic was beaver-like, but only because 
God’s grace was with us (1 Cor. 15:10). 

After reading the parochial reports, the Rev. Tracy Grug-
gett’s President’s Report noted that because of the virus, it was “a 
brutal year for pastors and elders.” Separation, loneliness, friction, 
polarization, and  declension of membership in some churches 
served as a series of “plagues within a plague” (this reporter’s 
phrase).  Still, the President praised God that the three marks of 
the church pulsated healthily in our churches. He also observed  
that the churches met the crisis with differing strategies, includ-
ing outdoors versus indoors, mask-wearing versus a modified 
mask-wearing (or no mask-wearing in some cases),  “Zoom only” 
worship services, and even an outside meeting-place separated 
from the congregation’s own property.  He also warned us that 

although the pandemic will end, “the polarized political and social 
environment remains and is even worse.” Thus he concluded that 
more inclement weather awaits our churches in the stormy future, 
even if Covid-19  leaves “Dodge” altogether. His report ended 
with a clarion call for us to recommit ourselves to the theology 
of the cross as the answer to the world’s miseries and sinful woes. 
(His own report has, or will be, submitted to the Herald.)    

As Covid-19 forced an audible, Classis was compelled to 
meet via Zoom, which in itself posed some interesting, although 
not unconquerable glitches. At first it seemed that no one want-
ed to talk, as the Clerk often reminded the delegates that they 
needed to unmute themselves(!). Some delegates mysteriously 
disappeared for a time, and another (reminding some of  Eli-
sha the prophet) showcased mostly the crown of his head (the 
camera angle of his audio tilting too far skyward).  Occasionally, 
a delegate’s wife would forget that her voice was on stage even 
when in her own home. Others sat in their chairs tensely, as if 
conducting a Consistory meeting; others lounged comfortably 
and attentively on their easy chairs or sofas as if vacationing on 
the Riviera.   

As for official Classis business, the lion’s share was spent on 
giving elder Mr. Tim Curtis his licensure examination, which he 
passed satisfactorily. After he was licensed, it was recommended 
that he complete the remaining courses for his M.Div. degree 
at City Seminary in Sacramento and recite the answers of the 
Heidelberg Catechism to the permanent Candidates and Cre-
dentials Committee prior to his ordination examination. (Mr. 
Curtis is seeking to pastor Trinity Reformed in Modesto. He also 
will undergo an eight-month internship with that congregation’s 
Pastor Emeritus, the Rev. Paul Treick.)      

As for Missions, Classis voted to remove Rehoboth Church 
in Cerritos as a mission work, committing the work to the Ex-
ecutive Committee for counsel and advice, especially with regard  
to pulpit supply (which the Rev. Jeff Munive of the United Re-
formed Churches is currently occupying as temporary supply). 
Classical aid to the mission works of Valle de Grace in Shafter, 
California, was reduced by 5%, and aid to Calvary Reformed 
Church in Stockton was reduced by 10%.  As an matter of urgent 
prayer the physical health of missionary Rev. Valentin Alpuche, 
who has been suffering from chronic back problems for some 
time, was underscored for prayer. Thus surgery is pending, if 
not imminent. Classis also set the Annual Day for Prayer for 
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President’s Report to the 36th Annual Meeting 
of the Western Classis March 2, 2021
Esteemed Father and Brother,

Anno Domini 2020 was a year of bitter providence, but also 
of sweet blessing. The events of the year were like waves crash-
ing on the seashore, one event after another after another, each 
carrying potential to add to the strain our congregation’s unity. 
The pandemic brought on the lockdowns and restrictions. The 
Summer brought civil unrest and violence. The elections brought 
additional conflict culminating most egregiously in the assault on 
the U. S. Capital Building by people carrying crosses and banners 
that exclaimed: “Jesus Saves.” Along the way, the death toll from 
Covid-19 ebbed and flowed throughout the year into 2021 to over 
500000 of our fellow citizens. Jobs were lost, businesses closed 
down, and limitations were placed on churches and other venues 
of public gatherings. It was a brutal year for pastors and elders. 
Forced by circumstances the Spiritual Councils of the various 
churches had to think through the relationship of church and 
state to determine our responses to the various government man-
dates. To keep safe our members were separated from each other. 
We did ministry through virtual means. We experienced strained 
relationships. There were some tough conversations. One pastor 
reports of a member referring to him with a derogatory term. 

But bitter providence is never completely bitter for the be-
liever. Rev. Paul Treick in his report refers to 2020 as “a year of 
severe testing.” Yet, “these things are intended by God for our 

good.” God’s grace was there each day and each step of the way. 
He sustained the churches and maintained our souls. The pastors 
did a good job. Every church received the ministry of the Word of 
God every Lord’s Day. Circumstances varied, to be sure, yet noth-
ing stopped the Word from being preached and taught. Churches 
improvised as needed. Many of us learned on the spot how to 
work video equipment, upload and edit videos, and link up with 
Youtube or other platforms. No doubt the greatest strain was the 
interruption to our in-person fellowship. Yet the congregations 
compensated in many ways. 

Rev. Jonathan Merica details a full year of what appears to be 
undeterred ministry at Calvary Reformed Church of Stockton. 
Every Lord’s Day the Word was preached, and the Lord’s Supper 
was served 12 times. They held various Bible studies along with 
a Sunday school class. They enjoyed fellowship luncheons once 
a month. They continue to utilize the online ministry, but they 
scaled back their door to door work due to Covid. 

Rev. Sam Powell reports that 2020 was in some ways the 
most difficult of his 13 years at First Reformed Church in Yuba 
City. In early March ministry was conducted through virtual 
means. In May the congregation went indoors and then went to 
outdoor worship about a month later. In October they went back 
indoors and then returned to outdoors worship in November, 
when the surge occurred. Some families decided to leave the 

missions on April 18, 2021, when an offering will be taken for 
Rehoboth Reformed Church in Cerritos.

The finances of the Western Classis appear to be healthy, 
although not cascading.  A recent gift from the now defunct 
Grass Valley Church of $50,000 was received with gratitude, 
being earmarked for the Home Missions Building Fund. (The 
delegates were also reminded that Classis last year funded a loan 
to help Grace Reformed Church in Dickinson, North Dakota, 
purchase a building.) 

Classis also erected a Permanent Finances Committee to 
aid the treasurer with counsel and advice and to study the im-
plications of making the classical fiscal year dove-tail with the 
synodical fiscal year. 

Returning to our opening paragraph about the absence of a 
host congregation, we must note that the host this year was our 

own treasurer, deacon Nathan Schlegel, who expertly engineered 
all the ins-and-outs of Zoom, providing Committee meeting 
times, explaining the Chat feature of Zoom  and answering any 
and every technological question, etc. His demeanor throughout 
was calm, wise, and confident, a veritable Solomon, as if Zoom 
was his own personal brain-child. He stepped up to the plate 
not just to single, but to hit the ball out of the park and suc-
ceeded. Like Phinehas of old, his “spear’ slew the plague’s attempt 
to muffle our voices and shut us down completely. The delegates 
were unanimously thankful to God for his faithful endeavors.    

The meeting was concluded by a timely devotion from Elder 
Mark Crook on Psalm 46 on the second day at 12:42 PM. We 
left the meeting confident that  “God is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.” hhrr
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congregation, due to disagreement with the Elder’s decisions. 
The Lord provided, however, and they rejoice to see his hand 
from beginning to end.

Ruben Zartman’s reports of difficult decisions that were 
made with some second guessing. Government restrictions due 
to Covid 19 required decisions the cost the congregation vari-
ous ministry opportunities and severe reduction in fellowship. 
Nevertheless, the basic ministerial functions continued, and the 
Lord gave the increase. New members were added by profession 
of faith. Two children were baptized, and four covenant youth 
were confirmed. The Lord’s grace was verified in many ways. He 
remarks, “But the value of simple persistence in the fundamentals 
of the ministry is clearer to me than ever before, and I hope I 
have learned something about casting my burdens on the Lord.” 
This lesson resonates with all of delegates of Classis, I am sure. 

Rev. Frank Walker provides a rather candid report of the 
ongoings at Covenant Reformed Church of Sacramento. The 
church split into groups early on. I’ll let him speak for himself: 
“With the advent of Covid, the Sacramento congregation was 
almost immediately divided into three factions:  (1) those who 
believed we were requiring too little, (2) those who thought we 
were requiring too much, and (3) everyone else.” While most of 
the congregation has been supportive, it did see several families 
from the second group depart. He reports of being called a de-
rogatory name by a member, and of the consistory being accused 
of sin for doing what they believed was “Biblically right and neces-
sary.” Mr. Paul Liberati with his family left the church because of 
its compliance with Covid regulations. Yet it seems that he found 
a church known for teaching Federal Vision theology among 
other errors. All told CRC lost about 30 communicants (some 
of whom simply moved away), but new members were added as 
well. The immediate future will be dedicated to rebuilding the 
congregation, a task the Rev. Walker is resolved to give his full 
attention. He has announced his retirement from City Seminary 
of Sacramento.

Grace Reformed Church of Bakersfield also shut down in-
person services from mid-March to late June. The congregation 
met at a local Christian school once services resumed. Virtual 
services and Bible studies were provided throughout the year. 
Decisions to comply with government regulations were largely 
received and acquiesced to with some exceptions. Time will reveal 
what long term damage or benefit that the pandemic will have 
on the congregation. Rev. Gruggett reports that at present the 
over-all health of the congregation seems good. 

Grace Reformed Church in Lancaster went through 2020 
like most of the congregations. The ministry of the Word con-
tinued with them, thanks to the faithful labors of Rev. Neale 
Riffert and Rev. Vern Pollema. They were blessed with one infant 
baptism and two confirmations. As is known the congregation 
continues to be without a minister, and they our looking to the 
Lord for His provision.

Grace Reformed Church of Willows transitioned to Zoom 
services in early 2020. Nevertheless, the Lord has blessed the 
congregation with consistent preaching and teaching, along with 
various Bible studies and fellowship meetings. Rev. Bristley re-
ports that congregation is in a healthy condition, and they look 
forward to resuming in person worship services and activities 
in 2021.    

Rev. Douglas Schlegel reports on the state of Providence 
Reformed Church in Lodi, writing that,  “Overall, the spiritual 
health of the congregation is good….” Like other congregations, 
they resorted to virtual means of ministry from later March to 
June. When they did resume, they publicly declared their reasons 
for doing so. Gradually the congregation has resumed all their 
various forms of in-person ministry. He informs us of the joyful 
experience of the congregation enjoying widespread peace. So, 
despite all, they vigorously pursued the three marks of the church 
to the glory of Christ.  

Covenant Reformed Church of San Diego began video 
services in mid-March. This continued until May 31, when the 
resumed in-person service, outdoors. He says that outside they 
felt more at ease, since some members of the congregation have 
underlying health conditions. They returned to in-door services 
in September, and back outdoors again in October per the gover-
nor’s requirements. As of the writing of the report, the congrega-
tion continues to worship outdoors in God’s beautiful creation. 
He writes “We can do that in sunny, San Diego, you know.” He 
writes that the Elders and the congregation have taken the ap-
proach of following the protocols given by San Diego County 
Health Department, excepting singing and confessing the creeds 
using safety precautions. They saw to it that all the marks of the 
true church were practiced during the year. Much of his report 
is given to detailing how this was accomplished. In short, they 
improvised; his wife, Maricar, doing much of video work. 

Rev. Gary Mancilas relates how Covenant Reformed Church 
of Chico navigated the year. Starting March 20, public worship 
was suspended and was joyously reinstated on June 5. They have 
been worshipping together since that time. In between, a plan 
was enacted to see that the families were all cared for. Word and 
Sacrament ministry continued to be central to the life of the 
congregation. Rev. Mancilas and the elders engaged in visitation, 
counseling and other duties as well. Overall, the congregation 
appears to be in good shape.  

God continues to use our retired ministers to His church. 
Though limited due to health issues, Rev. Paul Treick was able to 
serve the folks of Trinity Reformed Church, while Rev. Vern Pol-
lema served Grace Reformed Church of Lancaster, on a monthly 
basis as well as served on permanent committees of both Synod 
and Classis. In addition, he served on the board of Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary. He mentions that he and Betty remain in 
relatively good health. Both men express a strong and steadfast 
faith during a difficult year.



20  | Reformed Herald  77 / 02

Observations
We can be thankful to our God that he has sustain our congrega-
tions during the year. In past reports, I have noted how diligent 
the pastors and elders have been in serving their congregations 
and fulfilling their duties. Much of the same can be said here. But 
this year is different because these men worked under heavier 
strain than normal. Though the effort to so was more difficult, the 
ministers and elders succeeded in carrying out their ministries. 

We see the grace of our God also in truth-based-unity of 
the church especially given the toxic political environment. To be 
sure, we saw from the congregations, different degrees of com-
pliance to government regulations. Yet to my knowledge these 
decisions were made from principle. In other words, the driving 
principle was not political partisanship but an effort to serve 
God in good conscience. 

A Word of Counsel 
I do not think that the trouble of the last year will end soon. 
Yes, the pandemic will end, Lord willing, but the polarized 
political and social environment remains and is even worse 
now. Faithfully navigating America’s culture war seems to me to 
be one of the biggest challenges facing us in pastoral ministry.

I would counsel us all to stay on message, doing so over 
against the rise of political partisanship. This is a form of faction-
alism but on the political level, and it is essentially worldly as it is 
insidious. The partisan conflates Christ and His Kingdom with 
a vision of the United States. He sees evil only in the other-side 
and plays down the evil on one’s own. He becomes immune to 
contrary facts. His agenda is for his tribe to win the culture war 
by winning the fight for political power. And if you do not toe 

the lie, you will be accused of betraying both God and country. 
Lost in all this is biblical vision of the cross of Jesus Christ. The 
world wants power, but God gives them the cross. The world 
wants the White House, congress, and the courts, but God gives 
them a crucified Savior. This is part of the reason why they cru-
cified Jesus. He did not accept their vision for Israel’s future, he 
did not side with them, he did not give them the power they 
sought. Instead, he called them to take up their cross. The cross 
of Jesus Christ is the message that we must give to the world and 
to our people. Yes, politics is legitimate, important, and necessary 
for Christians, as it is a form of loving our neighbor. There are 
biblical and moral norms we want to see flourish in the polis of 
man for its peace and joy. But when the desire for political power 
becomes as large as it has, then to the degree we are involved, we 
risk emptying the cross of its power. The assumption, in that case, 
is the God changes the world by the policies of the government. 
The cross, however, is foolish and weak by the world’s standards; 
it’s not practical. But the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
the weakness of God is stronger than men (1 Cor. 1:25). And 
Jesus himself says: “Blessed is the one who is not offended by me” 
(Matthew 11:6). Much can be said here to be sure. But in our 
preaching and teaching what must come through load and clear 
is the cross. So, stay on message; uphold the crucified One. The 
gospel is the power of God unto salvation.    

God showed himself faithful to us in 2020. I am confident 
that he will do the same for us in 2021. May God bless the 
Western Classis.  hhrr

Respectfully submitted, 
Rev. Tracy Gruggett    

From Mid America Reformed Seminary:
Churches are encouraged to apply for a seminary intern for the summer of 2021.  Please contact Mid-America Reformed 
Seminary to let us know of your interest in having a seminary student serve in your  congregation.  Summer internships help to 
advance the training of godly men for gospel ministry.  Church councils should contact Rev. Mark Vander Hart, Mid- America 
Reformed Seminary, 229 Seminary Drive, Dyer, IN 46311-1069.  His email is the following: mvanderhart@midamerica.edu.  
Or call (219) 864-2400, ext. 408.
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I Am Not My Own (1):  
The Myth of Self-Existence

References: Ps. 33; Ps. 8; I Cor. 6:19-20

WWhen someone is struggling with some difficult issue, or 
perhaps a young person is not sure what he wants to 

do in life, an observer might say, “He needs to find himself,” or 
“He’s trying to understand life for himself.”

Some life events puzzle us mightily; we wonder why they 
happened, and we struggle with them. When it comeosing a ca-
reer path, a job situation, or even an investms to choent, it can 
be difficult to discern the right thing to do.

In fact, some people struggle so much they never find their 
way. It has become part of our culture today to acknowledge no 
specific direction or purpose to life. This viewpoint claims we 
can’t really find our way; we just drift through life as a meaning-
less existence. This belief ultimately leads to depression–and 
can result in a life filled with drugs, life on the streets, life with 
no moral compass

Scripture clearly teaches the very opposite philosophy of life. 
The authors of the Heidelberg Catechism, as they begin to an-
swer the question “What is our only comfort?” began at this very 
point. You cannot begin to answer the question of comfort without 
starting with the question of who you are.

We shall begin by zeroing in on a particular point regarding 
who you are. In our confession of faith, we confess, “I am not my 
own.” What does that mean? Are you just a puppet on a string? 
Do you have any control of your life? I pose the question of the 
relationship in terms of God just pulling all the strings, but on 

the other hand, ponder this: can man exist totally on his own? Is 
he truly and completely an autonomous creature?

The myth of self-existence
Many would say yes–but I am here to tell you that complete 
autonomy is one of the biggest myths that Satan has convinced 
the ungodly to believe. Man is the creature: he is created by a cre-
ator. He didn’t appear on his own. He does not exist on his own.

The notion “I am not my own” is vehemently resisted by 
atheists, because it requires the acknowledgement of a creator, 
which in turn requires giving an answer to the creator.

The previous posts in this series lay the groundwork con-
cerning creation. As a brief reminder from the creation account in 
Genesis, God is presented as the Creator and man as the creature, 
a unique creature, having been created in God’s image.

Man as a dependent creature
Consider the phrase as written in the catechism: “I am not my 
own.” It does not simply refer to the fact that you and I need God 
to find us in our sin and bring us to Himself. That is an important 
truth. Yet at an even more basic level, this phrase reflects a fun-
damental understanding of God’s creation. God is the head, the 
king, of this creation. Note the extent of the language in Psalm 
33: “…he who fashions the hearts of them all and observes all 
their deeds” (Psalm 33:15 ESV).



22  | Reformed Herald  77 / 02

The relationship between the creature and the creator ex-
tends beyond people. I was reminded of this as my wife and I 
were reading from Jonah in our morning devotions. The words are 
direct: God prepared a fish to swallow Jonah. Then God “spoke 
to the fish and it vomited Jonah out.” That is how God orders 
His creation.

The creature depends on God. Even Cain recognized (in 
Genesis 4) that he could not exist without being able to depend 
on his Creator in some way.

I Am Not My Own (2): When “Freedom” 
Means Slavery

Man and the Creator/creature distinction
God put Adam and Eve in the garden, a place perfectly suited 
for man to live in harmonious relationship with God. It was a 
situation of total comfort. The relationship was fellowship with 
God: they communicated and enjoyed the communion. It was 
also a situation of full, complete dependence upon God for life.

Our dependence on God and His presence in our lives did 
not originate with sin. We sinners will struggle, but God the 
redeemer was necessary in our lives before our struggle began. 
Even before Adam sinned, he and Eve were dependent upon God. 
For all men, attempting to live outside that relationship means at-
tempting to live fundamentally different—actually opposed—to 
how mankind was created.

Confessing and understanding the words, “I am not my own,” 
means simply recognizing how God made me. To the human 
mind, stuck in life-long sin inherited from Adam, it seems too 
restrictive, even insulting not to be autonomous, able to decide 
for myself who I want to be and how I want to live. But an in-
dependent existence lacks comfort. For man, to live even just 
outside the garden, outside God’s control, outside of God’s hope 
for salvation—is a most miserable existence. “I am my own” is 
misery and death. “I am not my own” is the basis for hope.

In fact, the claim “I am my own” is a myth. God is the sov-
ereign Creator who sees and directs all things. No created thing 
can exist apart from the Creator.

A slave to sin
“I am my own” is a myth; thus, only two options exist. God cre-
ated mankind to live in a dependent relationship with God. The 
sinner is convinced that when he turns away from God, he will 

be free. But he won’t–he will discover the second option. He is 
still the creature, not the creator.

Freedom from God means 
slavery to Satan
When Adam chose to break the relationship with God, he put 
himself and all of mankind into slavery to Satan. Mankind 
chooses to recognize God or be enslaved to Satan. There are no 
other choices.

When the Pharisees challenged Jesus, claiming that they 
were of God, Jesus responded, “You are of your father the devil, 
and the desire of your father you want to do” ( John 8:44).

You see, not only is I can be my own a myth, but its logical 
conclusion is I do what I want and decide to do. Without minimiz-
ing human responsibility, which we have yet to consider, it is folly 
to think anyone’s actions are entirely his and controlled totally by 
himself. All human activity comes from the heart; consequently, 
all activity is based on the heart’s condition. A sinner’s rebellion 
against God consists of his heart condition, that heart now under 
the control of the devil. He is a slave of Satan.

Conduct as a slave of Satan
As Jesus said, to belong to Satan means doing the things of Satan.

God loves irony. It is interesting to observe what happened 
after the fall: the promise of the seed leading to salvation, and 
man then being booted out of the garden. In essence, God offered, 
“You want to be your own gods and not look to me as your king? 
Fine, try living your life apart from Me.” God essentially just let 
man live as a servant of Satan. In a nutshell, that is the view of 
Gen. 4, beginning with the murder of Able.

From there, we see Cain building a city and naming it after 
his son, the height of human arrogance: “Look what I have done.” 
Soon after, we reach the epitome of sinfulness. Lamech raises his 
fist, bragging, “If anyone gets in my way, I will kill him.” When man 
follows Satan, the effect is destruction. It led to the need for the 
flood. That is what happens when man pursues life for himself.

After the flood, God implemented restrictions to keep sin 
in check to some extent, but here is the reality: being away from 
God means being under Satan. Being under Satan means living 
in sin, which is destructive.

You do not want to reject what is stated in the catechism 
and claim, “I am on my own.”



I Am Not My Own (3):  
New Status as Privileged Heirs

Heirs, privileged to be sons
Perhaps you will ask, “So what is the difference? I’m either un-
der Satan or under God.” Well, life under Satan means slavery, 
bondage, and misery. Life under God means living back in the 
fold, a life for which you were created. It means being truly free 
to be who you are.

When Christ is Savior, we become the adopted children of 
God. Later the catechism’s answer specifically addresses being 
redeemed by Christ our Savior. For now, we will analyze the 
phrase “I am not my own” in terms of being brought into the 
household of God. Here we are shown the image of being a son, 
an heir to whom belong great privileges and benefits.

So there exists a vast difference between lords. Under God 
as Lord, you do not exchange one type of slavery for another. 
You are brought from misery as a slave to having comfort as a 
privileged member of the kingdom of Christ.

The hopelessness of pursuing self
What a wonderful way for the catechism authors to begin: ad-
dressing comfort by recognizing the proper relationship necessary 
between you and God. The Psalmist reflects this necessity: “Be-
hold, the eye of the LORD is on those who fear him, on those who 
hope in his steadfast love…” (Psalm 33:18 and following, ESV). 
Paul also bases his statement in I Cor. 6:19-20 on this necessity.

In self, there exists no hope, no answer to the quest for com-
fort. In Christ, in belonging to Him, there exists all the comfort 
of eternal life.

Hopelessness is a real problem. Many struggle with it. Even 
for believers, we realize there are things God has put before us that 
are seemingly hopeless, and we struggle with them. But ultimately, 
true hopelessness comes from the rejection of God. On the other 

hand, submission to God in Christ offers all hope. Only believers 
can truly know comfort.

Subjection to Christ
How can you be so sure of that comfort? One of the authors of 
the catechism, Ursinus, says this: “To be Lord is to have a right 
over some thing or person. Christ, therefore, is our Lord and 
the Lord of all, because he has dominion over us, and over all 
things.” Knowing that Christ has dominion over us gives com-
fort, because He is the one who protects and keeps you under 
His wing.

Heirs with a status of privilege
The difference between life under Satan and life under Christ 
can be described as being a slave or being an heir. Heirs, the 
sons in the household, are in a situation of privilege and in a 
relationship of care.

Christ is your shepherd. He calls, He feeds, He nourishes, 
He keeps.

Conclusion
Are you trying to figure out who you are? Look to Christ. When 
you are struggling, with nothing going right in life, and you just 
want to cry in a corner and feel sorry for yourself, look to Christ. 
Remember and believe in Who you confessed when you acknowl-
edged your commitment to Christ. “I am not my own.”  The real-
ity embedded in that simple phrase carries a wealth of real, true 
total comfort.

Dr. Maynard Koerner 
Sioux Falls, SD
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But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ 

and not do the things which I say?

Whoever comes to Me, and hears My sayings and does them, 

I will show you whom he is like: 

He is like a man building a house, 

who dug deep and laid the foundation on the rock. 

And when the fl ood arose, 

the stream beat vehemently against that house, 

and could not shake it, for it was founded on the rock. 

But he who heard and did nothing 

is like a man who built a house on the earth without a foundation, 

against which the stream beat vehemently; and immediately it fell. 

And the ruin of that house was great.

Luke 6: 46-49 (NKJV)


