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And the light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness did not overcome it

( JOHN 1:5) 
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Looking at our present -day culture, darkness seems to be prevailing.  Sin, 
depravity, rebellion, evil, hatred appear to have the upper hand. This dark-
ness is not just the absence of light as at the Creation, but it is a behavior 
demonstrating mankind’s fallen nature: 

 …. although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were 
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts and their foolish hearts 
were darkened……And even as they did not like to retain God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things 
which are not fitting; (Rom 1:21, 28 NKJV). 

Darkened hearts drive behavior willfully rebellious against God and His 
creation order for society. Darkened hearts are informed by minds that make 
man’s own self-centered intellectual reasoning the standard for what really 
matters. What really matters is then of darkness for it is determined not in 
humility before God who is Light; not in subjection to His inscripturated 
Word. What then really matters is that life as an individual, as a family unit, 
as a race, as a nation, as a church, is according to his/her/their perspective 
(and won’t tolerate anything but), and they strive to get what they want by 
whatever means they justify to themselves. 

We’ve seen testimony to the darkness when those in authority abuse it 
for self- aggrandizement, lording it over others, or selfish gain. We’ve seen 
darkness by way of persecution of /discrimination against the church. We’ve 
all witnessed darkness unleashed in the deadly and destructive rioting/
looting in many cities across the USA. We’ve seen its intolerance of those 
journalists and academics who dare express opinions and perspectives not 
in tune with being “woke”.

This is the darkness that is forcefully seeking to dominate our culture 
through both physical and social terrorism. Darkness has sought to do 
away with local law and order. And darkness determined that abortion 
services were essential during the covid19 shutdown. Darkness is pushing 
to dismantle cisgender privilege (cisgender: identifying as having a gender 
that corresponds to the sex one has been assigned at birth). Darkness is 
stridently pushing to disrupt godly family structure and plays the race card. 

Darkness, in all of its various manifestations, with its hallmark character-
istic of pride, rears its ugly head across all races and throughout all history 
and its bottom line is always man seeking to live autonomous of his Creator 
God; to self-determine what really matters.

 BUT, what really matters, and should matter, is not what darkness stipu-
lates, but what He who is Light, God, declares via His Holy Gospel.

As we are Christians who have been redeemed from the darkness and 
restored to fellowship with God in whom is no darkness at all (I John 1:5-
6), we are equipped by the Holy Gospel to discern the darkness. Before 
God graciously and mercifully delivered us from the power of darkness       
(Col.1:13) we were of the darkness, walking according to the course of 
this world, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind…(see Eph 2:1-
3). We were of those who determined for ourselves what really mattered 
(remember your childhood temper tantrums?). But we are no longer such 
(see I Cor. 6:11) and are not only enabled to discern the darkness, but our 

Let the Light shine!
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identity in Christ Jesus as children of light is to trans-
late into a walk no longer associated in any way with 
darkness and its various manifestations and demands. 
NO, rather walk as children of light (for the fruit of 
the Spirit is all goodness, righteousness, and truth), 
finding out what is acceptable to the Lord. And have 
no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness 
but rather expose them (Eph 5:8-11).

It is rather ironic that we whose minds are renewed 
by the gospel are the truly “woke” in the sense of Eph. 
5:14. We who slept in the realm of death (darkness) have 
been awakened as Christ has given us light. We know 
how it really is because we believe God’s own testimony 
to the “big picture”; the good creation, man’s fall into 
sin/darkness, sovereignly gracious redemption through 
Christ Jesus, and consummation in 
glory of all those redeemed from 
the darkness. (The world’s lingo 
applies “woke” even to the church 
[aware of social injustice]). But I 
am not adopting the world’s lingo 
to the church for that would deem-
phasize the Gospel of guilt, grace, 
and gratitude. 

The Gospel is what really matters 
to all lives, for without its bold and 
faithful proclamation into the dark-
ness there is no redemption from 
the darkness. That is a challenge 
when the darkness is so intimidatingly in our face!

Now it is a good thing to examine ourselves to see if 
our Christian lives show any evidence of pride, racism, 
oppression, injustice, unrighteousness, or a lack of love, 
compassion and humility in our walk with God ( see 
Micah 6:8). If so, we need to repent and keep asking 
for God’s sanctifying Spirit to be conforming our walk 
to Him who is the Light, in whom is no darkness at all. 

But we must never allow the darkness to define what 
matters; to define righteousness or justice or love or 
mercy or man’s rights and freedoms, or the Church. Our 
standard is the gospel because it sets forth our Creator 
God’s own thoughts which we by faith presuppose as 
foundational truth to direct our reasoning and behavior.

As we interact with the darkness that seeks to domi-
nate our culture, we children of light need to be en-
couraged to remain steadfast in the proclamation of 
Jesus Christ the true Light who alone gives redemptive 
illumination unto life in the light:

 For it is God who commanded light to shine out 
of darkness, who has shone in our hearts to give the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 
of Jesus Christ (2 Cor.4:6).

And here is a boldness -strengthening truth when it 
seems the darkness is dominating our culture:

And the light shines in the darkness, and the dark-
ness did not comprehend it (John 1:5). Other transla-
tions say, “the darkness did not overcome it.” It is true 
the unregenerate world, the darkness, cannot and will 
not comprehend the light, Jesus Christ, because of its 
depravity. There is an underlying, foundational mind-
set hostility/enmity between darkness and light, that 
keeps the darkness from comprehending the light when 
it shines in the darkness. But no matter that hostility, 
the hatred and rebellion of those of the darkness can-
not prevent the light from shining with its redemptive 
purpose. The darkness cannot overcome the light no 
matter how much it seeks to intimidate and terrorizes 
the light-bearers. The darkness is not of God but is self-
chosen and will inevitably fail to overcome the Light 

which is of the unfailing counsel of 
the sovereign God. 

The Light may at times (our day?) 
seem overcome. The news on our 
screens, the blogs, the tweets, the 
movies and TV specials only rarely 
testify to God’s redemptive power 
but highlight rather the delusions 
and evils of the darkness. And the 
present culture testifies to its en-
slavement to darkness by its un-
godly, rebellious behavior. Within 
our own smaller sphere, family 
members, neighbors, co-workers 

voice and promote ideas and behaviors that are of the 
darkness even as we seek to be light to them.

But…. let’s always be reminded: And the light shines 
in the darkness and the darkness did not overcome 
it. Whenever we look back over history, including that 
which is currently in such a troubled way unfolding, we 
will once again be assured by the evidence of souls yet 
redeemed from the darkness by the Light, that indeed, 
the darkness did not overcome the Light.

Let us be bold and steadfast in not allowing ourselves, 
children of the light, to be intimidated by the darkness 
nor letting its terrorism weaken our resolve to shine as 
lights in the darkness.

Christ came into the world as Jesus to be the light 
to the nations walking in the darkness of sin. He came 
into the darkness to redeem us from its captivity. And 
He will be with us to strengthen and keep us until we 
enter the new heavens and new earth where there will 
no darkness forever.

Hallelujah for the Light which the darkness cannot 
overcome. hhrr

George Horner
Ridgeland, SC

Hallelujah for the 

Light which the 

darkness cannot 

overcome.
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A A big part of being creatures made in the image of God 
is that we are called to be in dominion- dominion over 

the creation, our bodies, our minds.  Being in dominion 
means understanding what is put under our stewardship 
and using it according to its nature, as effectively as we 
can, to God’s glory.   The Scriptures call us to do with our 
might whatever is given to us to do- that is, with effort, to 
do a good job.  We should not be content with mediocrity 
in our lives.  The carpenter expresses the image of God by 
excelling in his craft.

Clearly this principle should carry into our worship- per-
haps especially our worship.  We should not be content to 
do anything badly- the teaching, music, and everything else 
should be well done.  As the Psalm above says, our desire 
should be that we are skilful in our worship music, to play 
instruments effectively and to sing well.  This will differ obvi-
ously across different congregations and people, depending 
on the resources available.  Some are naturally better singers 
than others, and some congregations have more experience 
and resources for worship than others.  But with whatever 
skill, ability and resources we have, we should strive to do as 
good and beautiful job as we can.  Our worship is an offering 
to God, and the offerings were always to be without blemish 
or spot of the firstborn of the flock.

We have to keep in mind however what the purpose of wor-
ship is.  Some churches in their drive for musical excellence 
unfortunately lose track of the purpose of worship music, 
turning it into something more resembling a concert.  The 
music in the church is not intended to be a performance, but 
rather a participatory congregational activity- we are to “teach 
and exhort one another in the singing of psalms, hymns and 
spiritual songs.”  Within that framework we should strive to 
do as good a job as we can.

As a church, we strive to choose music which is pleasing, 
singable and enduring in quality, music with broad and lasting 
appeal over the generations.  In addition to being doctrinally 
sound, the words should be poetically effective.  The church 
has a tremendous wealth of hymnody at its disposal and it 
should make use of it, but songs should be sung often enough 
that they become familiar.  Accompaniment should be done 
skillfully and with instruments appropriate to the use.  The 
Scriptures give us no guidelines as to which instruments to 
use or which musical styles to employ; these should be cho-
sen in a manner appropriate for the purpose, to accompany 
congregational singing and to reflect a right view of who God 
is and what we are doing in worship.  Styles appropriate for a 
child’s birthday party would not be appropriate for a funeral; 
the church should strive to reflect the truth of its theology in 
the music it selects.  

As individuals, we should work to learn the hymns so as 
to sing them effectively.  Ability is not the question here, but 
doing the best we can with what God has given us.  Remem-
ber that in worship we are all encouraging and exhorting one 
another; when someone looks at you during singing, what im-
pression will they get about your view of worshiping God?  Is 
it a cause for joy and awe to you, or a chore to endure?  Those 
with some level of ability can make use of the musical nota-
tion to sing in harmonies which greatly beautify the singing.

God invented musical structures and gave them to us as 
a great gift to beautify our lives.  It is only right that we use 
these gifts that He has given us as effectively as we can to 
His praise and glory, and never be content with mediocrity 
in anything we do. hhrr

Matt Powell  
Casper, WY

7-16-2014

Beauty in Worship 
“Sing unto him a new song; play skillfully 
with a loud noise.” (Psa 33:3 KJV)



July-August 2020 | 5

What is your only comfort in life and in death? This question 
may be quite familiar. When the authors of the Heidelberg 
Catechism determined to present the message of salvation in 
the Scripture in the form of a catechism, they started with this 
question. For those not familiar with a catechism, the idea is 
to take the basic message, the Gospel, and state it succinctly 
and directly as a confession of the Christian faith.

This question probes the issue which is very precious to 
every true believer: the direction we 
look, the source, of everything good and 
important to us. But more than that, it 
raises the issue which every individual 
who has ever lived or will live must 
face. The history of the world is filled 
with accounts of how people have faced 
this question. In fact, most people have 
determined to deal with this question 
by convincing themselves that they, in 
fact, do not need to deal with it. But that is folly, for no one 
can avoid it. In one way or another, everyone must and will 
deal with it.

It is my intention to work through the first question and 
answer of the Heidelberg Catechism by examining the Scrip-
tures upon which the details of this statement are based.

We must begin by understanding the question by itself. 
It is stated to present all that this comfort encompasses, but 
the question is also asked because there is a reason to find 
such comfort.

Do you look at life and understand there is a problem? In 
the face of uncertainty, what is important, what do we rely 
upon, what is our life all about, and what does the future hold? 
That is to say, what is your only comfort in life and in death?

Man created in the image of God
This question demands that we consider two further questions. 
It is where everyone must begin. First is this simple question: 

who are we? That is, who is man, which requires the next ques-
tion, who is God? This much is clear: God is the Creator, and as 
the Creator He has fashioned and formed man, and established 
us regarding our place and purpose in this creation.

The Scripture simply puts it this way in Gen. 1:26 (ESV): 
“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, after our like-
ness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and 
over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over 

all the earth and over every creeping 
thing that creeps on the earth.’”  This 
simple statement, that God, the creator, 
created man, addresses two fundamen-
tal issues.

1.  It describes who man is. 
2.  It states the purpose of man.

We begin with this truth: we are cre-
ated. Man is not just the highest form 
of evolution; he is not just a creature 

living in the here and now; he is not just made up of stuff. 
We—you and I, and everyone—are made in the image of 
God. Thus, man is a reflection of God. In our human nature 
as created beings, we reflect the character of God.

Since we are made uniquely in His image, what we do and 
how we live intimately relates to who we are. In discussing the 
creation of man, it is necessary to limit myself to the specific 
question before us. There is a great deal more involved in the 
understanding of who man is.

To be in fellowship
Think of a piece of art: the artist paints the original, but 
you normally purchase a printed copy. God is the original; 
we are copies. That reveals a connection. You are created to 
be connected to your creator. The idea that man is unique 
and autonomous and can determine for himself who he is, 
is nonsense.

This connection is seen when God placed man not only 

Your Comfort (1): Your Comfort (1):  
A Question for Everyone
Scripture reference: Genesis 1:26-2:25

Are you doing 
what God put you 

here for?
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on this earth (made specifically as a good place for man to 
live), but specifically in the garden. This picture presents us 
with the fact that God created man to be in fellowship with 
God. Adam and Eve were specifically placed to live in the 
very presence of God.  All they thought and did, their very 
life, related to and was sustained by the ever-present God. 
Further, in a special way, they regularly met and talked with 
God as God talked with them. All of this has to do with who 
they are—their basic makeup.

To serve God
Not only did God put them in the garden, He gave them a task.  
Man is to rule over this creation, to unfold it and discover all 
that is in it, and to take care of it.  Again, there is a great deal 
of stuff which can be unpacked from this reality.

But fundamentally, as it relates to the question before us, 
are you doing what God made you to be doing?  If God made 
you for a purpose, it follows that there is an accounting.  This 
task of serving God is not just given to man as an option.  It 
is not just something extra for those who decide that they do 
want to honor God as the creator, as a way to show that honor.

It is what God put mankind here on this earth for.  To 
serve Him.

The relationship of man to God 
established in the creation
Understanding you are created in the image of God means 
recognizing there is a relationship.  You cannot be human, you 
cannot fulfill your place in the creation, you cannot function 
as you are designed to function, unless you are in a relation-
ship with God.

In theological terms we speak of the creator/creature distinc-
tion. There is a creator: God alone is that creator. You are the 
creature; you are what God made you.  We need to properly 
understand who we are and who we are not.  It is up to God 
the Creator to decide who we are and how we are to live.  That 
belongs to Him.  We are to respond to the Creator because we 
are the creature, made in His image.

The creator/creature distinction is important. But as already 
indicated, man is a reflection of God. The connection exists. 
God did not just make something as He did with the rest of 
creation; He made man to be the image bearer of God.

Thus the question—What is your only comfort in life and 
in death?—is equally important for every individual.

The reality regarding the broken relationship
When you think about what is important to you, what 

brings satisfaction to life, what is a matter of comfort, and 
what gives you some hope for the future, begin by thinking 
about who you are and what God has put you here for.

These two issues—who you are and what you are created 
for—get at the heart of the importance of the question before 

us. Are you where God put you? Are you doing what God put 
you here for?

An effort to be something else
When Satan determined to tempt man, by means of a con-
versation with Eve, he posed this concept: “If you don’t just 
do as God said, but do your own thing, you can be like God.”

What is he actually offering? What is at the core of Adam 
and Eve’s sinful rebellion? It is not very complicated; it is 
fairly straightforward. They determined to do something 
else, thus attempting to be something they were not created 
to be. They decided to take on the role—which they were 
not made for—of creator. They did what they thought best, 
rather than what God said.

This disobedience placed them outside the intended place 
and reality of who man is, and they suffered the consequences. 
You can take the simplest object in life, or the most complex, 
and if you seek to use it or operate it differently than the way 
it was designed, it does not work.

And yet God is still God. Man is still created in the image 
of God. By being outside of that God-designed realm, the 
fundamentals of life and the relationship are no longer satisfy-
ing. It is no longer good and pleasant. Nothing in creation will 
really meet our deepest needs when such a break has occurred.

A life apart from God
It is interesting that Adam listened to the serpent, which indi-
cates he thought the serpent had a good idea, yet as soon as the 
rupture took place and the relationship broken, he recognized 
a problem. He realized the relationship was broken, and he was 
hiding from God. He was ashamed. Adam and Even could no 
longer live in the garden, in the presence of God.

Even worse, when Cain followed up with life outside of 
God’s direction, following the desires of his own heart and 
killing his brother Abel, God’s punishment was to send him 
totally away from the presence of God. It is most interesting 
that even Cain, who hated God, complained that total separa-
tion from God would be too much to bear. Why so? Because 
he still bears the image of God. He tries to live outside of 
who he is, as created—so he is in misery. There is no comfort 
there. With the fall, by the sin of Adam, man is now not in 
the presence of God, yet needs to be because of who he is. So 
he is miserable.

Let me be careful to point out this lack of comfort, this mis-
ery, is not just about a time in the future when he will suffer in 
eternal hell fire. The misery is now. The unbeliever can convince 
himself in any number of ways that he has found some com-
fort in life. He only fools himself, because apart from Christ, 
nothing satisfies. All too often believers fall into the same trap, 
thinking, Yes, I need Christ as my Savior for the future, but 
right now I am more interested in the things of this world.
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Accountable to God
Not only has this led to a miserable life, but mankind is also 
at odds with God. If all humans are created image-bearers of 
God, it follows that the Creator will ask for an accounting. As 
soon as Adam sinned, he hid from God, but God called to him. 
And God said, Where are you? What did you do?

No one, no one, no matter how much they seek to convince 
themselves otherwise, can say it is totally up to themselves to 
be what they want to be and do what they want to do. Everyone 
is accountable to the Creator.

God came to Adam and Eve and dealt with their disobedi-
ence. In addition, there are numerous Scripture passages which 
make it clear that all must give an account. Basic references to 
judgement can be found in multiple passages, including these:

John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming 
when all who are in the tombs will hear his voice and come 
out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and 
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgement.”

Acts 10:42 “And he commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge 
of the living and the dead.”

Romans 2:5-8 (and following) “But because of your hard 
and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for yourself 
on the day of wrath when God’s righteous judgement will be 
revealed. He will render to each one according to his works: to 
those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor 
and immortality, he will give eternal life; but for those who are 
self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteous-
ness, there will be wrath and fury.”

This is the reality the rich man faced in the account in Luke 
16:19ff of the rich man and Lazarus. But more to the point, 
this is the reality raised in the question, What is your only 
comfort in life and in death?

Implied in the question
As we look specifically at the first question of the Heidel-
berg Catechism—What is your only comfort in life and in 
death?—I trust that we have some context. As believers, we 
understand the need for the question, and where it takes us 
for an answer.

As mentioned in the introduction, history is filled with dif-
ferent ideas posing as answers; it is also filled with the reality 
that none of the proposed answers really provide any hope.

The reality, as Cain understood at the very beginning, is 
that separation from God is too much to bear. Yet because of 
the loss of the relationship with God, man refuses to see his 
sad state. Paul makes this willful denial clear in Romans 1. 
The answer is there, but the blinding effect of sin leads man 
to refuse to see it. Rom. 1:20-23.

I don’t have to tell you how much man chases after: vain 
things of this world, fame, status, material things, and the 

list goes on. Let me be clear: apart from Christ, anything else 
provides no comfort.

There is an issue
I trust it has become clear that the background to this question 
reveals man is in trouble.

The question is not asked as something special or extra for 
those who might want to do better. The question is asked be-
cause there is an ultimate need, an utter hopelessness which all 
must face. This is the most important question because every-
one must face it. All will someday stand before the judge, even 
as they do not realize now the depth of their current misery.

There is an answer to the issue
I certainly do not want to leave you hanging with the reality of 
hopelessness. There is, of course, a real answer, which comes 
with considerable detail.

For now, simply looking at the question, not only does it ex-
pose the hopelessness in man’s situation, but since the question 
is presented—the fact that it can be posed—also sets before 
you the reality of an answer. If there were absolutely no answer 
from any source, the question would never come up. But when 
God sought out Adam and Eve after the fall, He did provide an 
answer. Simply asking the question presupposes the existence 
of an answer. It is the word of God revealed in the Scripture, 
which leads us to know to ask, but it is also based on the fact 
that God gives an answer.

The answer is simply that which comes from God, specifi-
cally the promise of the Savior. The Creator who made man is 
the only one who can and does recreate man and restore you to 
once again be whom God made and to serve as God intended.

I do not raise the question to leave you hanging. I raise it to 
understand its reality and subsequently the importance of all 
involved in the answer. The answer is completely and only in 
the promise of the seed of the woman, pointing to the Savior 
sent by the Father to redeem the lost.

Conclusion
I trust that you have all considered in some fashion this ques-
tion and understand the answer is found only in Christ, as 
revealed in the word of God. If not, I do call you to do so.

But your concern for this question ought not to just be with 
you. It is a question everyone needs to face, and there is only one 
answer. We have that answer. Unless the unbeliever is presented 
with the answer, the Gospel, they will not find it. What will 
you do with this question? I trust you will readily say I know 
the answer, thus I know comfort. And I equally trust that you 
will desire to provide the answer to those who need it. hhrr

Dr. Maynard Koerner
Sioux Falls, SD
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Basket of Figs Basket of Figs 
Meditation and Prayer 
on 2 Timothy 1:13

“Hold fast the form of sound words, which 
thou hast heard of me, in faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus.”

DDear Heavenly Father, I confess that in Jesus Christ I have found 
faith and love that I could not have imagined, for I have nothing 

that can reach so far into the heavens to lay hold on these immense 
treasures. Your love has followed me all the days of my life, even when 
I was not aware of Your presence.

This love and faith came to me only because of the words of the 
Gospel that were told to me by people in whom your love and faith 
lived. They told me of Jesus and His love for sinners like me. The story 
gripped my heart, dear Lord. I did not know how. Later I learned that 
it was your Holy Spirit, but I was just a child and only knew that the 
story was true. I hungered to know more of this faith and love.

Thank you for raising up your faithful apostles, including Paul who 
wrote this epistle to Timothy. The apostles spoke words that you gave 
them, not words which human wisdom taught them, but words which 
the Holy Ghost gave them. These words have meaning, the meaning 
that you chose to place under them, so that when we heard the words 
we would know of your faith and love, and be constrained by your 
Spirit to enter into the fellowship of the Gospel through the words 
of the Apostles.

We confess, O Lord, that sound words are important, and we should 
not constantly trying to invent new ways of saying these precious 
things, for they came to us in sound and clear words, words that car-
ried the meaning that You had revealed to us about the faith and love 
in Christ Jesus.

May we take the time and labor to teach people the meaning of these 
precious words so that your message of faith and love is not confus-
ing to the mind. You, O eternal Word and Wisdom of God, our Lord 
Jesus, chose words very carefully and taught us their meaning in the 
Holy Scriptures. These words have been carefully translated into our 
languages and we thank God for faithful men who did this work so that 
we might have sound words and understand these things. We thank 
you for the great creeds of the church that have carefully defined the 
words in our languages also, so that we might not go astray in such an 
important matter.

Teach us, O Lord, to hold fast the form of sound words. Form means 
as “a lively picture”: the words must not blur the meaning, but must be 

How Long? 
My God, it is not fretfulness  

That makes me say “How long?”  

It is not heaviness of heart  

That hinders me in song,  

‘Tis not despair of truth and right,  

Nor coward dread of wrong. 

But how can I, with such a hope  

Of glory and of home;  

With such a joy before my eyes,  

Not wish the time were come  

Of years the jubilee, of days  

The Sabbath and the sum? 

These years, what ages they have been!  

This life, how long it seems!  

And how can I in evil days,  

‘Mid unknown hills and streams  

But sigh for those of home and heart  

And visit them in dreams? 

Yet peace, my heart and hush my tongue;  

Be calm, my troubled breast;  

Each restless hour is hastening on  

The everlasting rest.  

Thou knowest that the time thy God  

Appoints for thee is best. 

Let faith, not fear nor fretfulness,  

Awake the cry, “How long?”  

Let not faintheartedness of soul  

Damp thy aspiring song,  

Right comes, truth dawns, the night departs  

Of error and of wrong. 

—Horatius Bonar
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Identity TheftIdentity Theft
Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, 
longsuffering; bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against 
another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these things put on love, which 
is the bond of perfection. (Colossians 3:12-14)

TTen years ago our family planned an extended vacation 
through the southern parts of the USA, with Loui-

siana as our destination to spend several days enjoying the 
sights, tastes, and waters of the American Deep South. 
Leaving Michigan, we stopped for food fuel in Van Wert, 
Ohio; only to have the gas station refuse our credit card, 
and the local café followed suit. 

Upon calling the 800 number, we found out that while 
we were driving with seven people packed into an old mini-
van, there was someone else in New York buying big screen 
tv’s and other high end products under our name. Somehow 
they had stolen our identity, and racked up huge debts under 
our name. By God’s providence, we had some cash with us, 
enough to drive to Oak Ridge, TN where we spent a few days 
with friends while we waited for the credit card company to 
replace our cards…

Very often we commit identity theft as well, only our iden-
tity theft is spiritual. What a glorious privilege it is to be 
identified with God through the finished work of Jesus Christ; 
but that identity bears responsibility. We do not have any 
right to claim the identity of Jesus, if our lives have not been 
transformed to reflect His true Person. 

In the text before us, Paul speaks of you as “the elect”. This 
terminology has specific reference to our blessed identity with 
God, which is based upon the finished work of Christ to 
whom we belong if we are Christians. We are being told that 
our conduct must reflect the conduct of Jesus!

Now, Paul is not saying that we must be sinless as Jesus was 
(is); rather he is telling us that if we belong to Jesus, then we 
will truly strive to be obedient to Jesus. We will mimic His 
attributes. 

Note the nature which each of these attributes exhibit: 
humility. By nature we are proud. Pride shows itself in being 
selfish, harsh, angry, short-tempered and slow to forgive; be-
cause nobody ever stands up to our expectations. Everything 
is about me, and my immediate gratification. 

Now, if we claim that our identity is found in Jesus Christ, 
and yet our conduct never transitions from the old man of 
pride to the new man of humility, then we are committing 
spiritual identity theft. 

The transition from prideful self-worship, to humble sub-
mission to Christ is not simple; let no one fool you. But this 
transition is necessary, and a transition which God alone can 
equip us for. Paul gives us the encouragement of the work of 
Christ as a motivator: Consider the humble service of the 
eternal God, who humbled Himself to save you and me; His 
church. Then we see the proper motivation to humble service. 
We belong to Christ, and as such, our conduct and attitudes 
must come into conformation to Him. 

Let us not be found to be liars and cheats, but rather let us 
grow in our humble love for and service to our Lord; the sole 
source of our true identity. hhrr

Travis Grassmid
Menno, SD

chosen carefully and used consistently until people know what 
they mean and can rely on the great message of the gospel. 

We thank you, especially, in our day for the clarity of words 
that we have in our language that, if we are diligent, we can 
know the meanings of them and so not go astray from the 
Gospel of faith and love which is in Jesus Christ. May we not 
be guilty of shifting words so that people are not rendered 
confused about the Gospel. 

We desire, O Lord, to communicate the Gospel, the same 
Gospel, that our fathers in the faith conveyed to us. We want 
to be able to talk to one another in familiar, sound words 
that are not being redefined again and again, according to the 
fashion and opinions of shifting public opinion. hhrr

Rev. C. W. Powell
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Standing in the Faith - Defending the Faith - Spreading the Faith

july 2020

Dear Co-laborers in Missions:
We give thanks to God through
our Lord Jesus Christ for moving
your hearts to help us in the
work of missions. It is reported
that well known missionary
David Livingston once said,
“The best remedy for a sick
church is to put it on a
missionary diet.” In other words,
the work of missions is critical to
a spiritually strong church. May
this truth resound in the hearts
of God’s people, especially in the
privileged nations of the world.
I am grateful to be able to give

the following update on the
Lord’s work in Nepal:

MERCY CENTER
#1

Our brother Sanish reports that
life in his area of Nepal is slowly
coming back to normal. He says
the lockdown isn’t as strict, but
cases are increasing every day.
They are able to visit more
places now and are encouraging
the people in Christ. Even in
Nepal, they are holding all their
meetings and fellowship using

Zoom and they
praise God for
the technology
to do so.
Copies of our
newly
translated (into
Nepali)
booklet,
“Ultimate
Questions” by
John
Blanchard,
have been
given to the
church people
to have for

Bible study among their families.
Also, the pastors praise the Lord
for the gifts they received which
enabled them to provide help for
the people living in slum areas.
The slum area people were
extremely thankful and happy.
Please pray the pastors can visit
there again with spiritual food
so that the people may grow in
faith towards the Lord.

PPssaallmm 111166::55

““GGrraacciioouuss iiss tthhee
LLOORRDD,, aanndd
rriigghhtteeoouuss;;

YYeess,, oouurr GGoodd iiss
mmeerrcciiffuull..””
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MERCY CENTER
#2

Pastors Prashant and Mohan
report that God is doing great
things in the Bardiya area.
Three new families came to
faith in Christ. Mohan and
Prashant visit and
encourage them by word
of God. We thank God
that another brother,
Khagendra, is now
helping Mohan in his
busy ministry. They
began ministering to
two new families in
Salyan village who had
no food and whom no
one was helping them.
Pastor Mohan gave them
food, spent time with them,
and prayed for them. They
testified, because they were
shown the love of Christ, they
now wanted to follow Jesus and
trust him.
Our worker Udaya ministers in
the Bardiya area. He reports that
last month they were able buy
some groceries, gas, and clothes
for the eight orphan children
cared for by his family. Twelve
families from within the church
received helped during the food
shortage. Udaya also helped

with medical costs for one of the
church members who was
critically ill and had been
admitted to the

hospital. The doctor said he
would not live more than five
days, due to both kidney and
lung damage, and diabetes. The
believers then committed
themselves to constant prayer
for him. We praise our God who
is greater than all our sicknesses
and problems for hearing our
prayers and healing him
gradually. The believers there
extend their heart-thanks to all

of

you for your concern and
immense help.

TRAINING VIA
ZOOM

Howard and I continue our
weekly theology class with

the church leaders in
Nepal via Zoom. We are
thankful that we are
able to use this
technology to reach
around the world with
solid, Biblical
instruction. As we
progress, we are
planning to establish a

formal training program
for the Nepali pastors.

Please pray for wisdom and
perseverance in this task as it

will take several years to
establish.

In Christ’s Service and Yours,

Dennis E. Roe, Field Chairman
Howard Sloan, Missionary at Large

Please send dona�ons to:
Westminster Biblical Missions, Inc.
P.O. Box 212
Rising Sun, Maryland 21911

Make checks payable to “WBM”
Note “Nepal” on your check
Or Use PayPal on our web site at
www.wbminc.org and go to “Dona�ons”
and then Nepal

http://wbminc.org/index.php/our-fields/nepal
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TThen Job arose, tore his robe, and shaved his head; and 
he fell to the ground and worshiped. And he said: 

“‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall 
I return there. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken 
away; Blessed be the name of the LORD.”’ In all this Job did 
not sin nor charge God with wrong” ( Job 1:20-22).

Scripture describes Job as a man greatly blessed of the 
Lord. He is called the greatest man of the East because of 
his abundant wealth. He had ten children, a household of 
servants, and was a man who was blessed with great faith in 
the Lord. He is called in verse 1, “A blameless and upright 
man who fears God and turns away from evil.” Yet one day the 
richest man of the East was reduced to poverty. One minute 
he had 1,000 cattle, 500 female donkeys, 7,000 sheep and 
3,000 camels and in the next minute they were all killed or 

stolen. One moment Job had 7 sons, 3 daughters and many 
servants, but the next moment he was childless and had only 
four servants, all of whom were bearing bad news about the 
destruction of Job’s possessions.

What if this happened to you? How would you respond? 
What if a tornado, a fire, or a flood reduced you to poverty 
today? What if you received news that your only son and his 
family were killed in a car crash and you were left childless 
this very day? How would you respond to such devastation? 
Our text tells us that Job’s immediate response to his severe 
trial was grief. We read in verse 20, “Then Job arose.” Notice 
the word “arose.” Job was devastated at all this news. It was 
such a blow that it knocked him to his knees. “Job arose, tore 
his robe, and shaved his head.” Job was grieving, and it is not 
wrong to grieve when God sends trials into our lives. Solo-

The Godly Example Of The Godly Example Of 
A Man Named JobA Man Named Job
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mon wrote, “To everything there is a season, a time for every 
purpose under heaven. A time to weep, and a time to laugh; 
a time to mourn, and a time to dance.” (Ecclesiastes 3:1,4).

Scripture teaches that there is a time for weeping. When 
a loved one dies or when affliction comes upon us it is ap-
propriate to grieve. Job grieved and wept and so may we. We 
even see our Lord weeping at the tomb 
of Lazarus ( John 11:35). However, in 
our sorrow and grief we may never 
charge God foolishly, nor may we weep 
as those who have no hope (1 Thess. 
4:13). But grieving was not the only 
response Job had to his trial. We read 
in verse 20 that “he fell to the ground 
and worshiped.” Notice Job’s attitude in 
his worship. He fell face down on the 
ground demonstrating his humility and 
utter dependence upon God. Job then 
cries out in verse 21, “Naked I came 
from my mother’s womb, and naked 
shall I return there. The LORD gave, 
and the LORD has taken away; Blessed 
be the name of the LORD.” Job understood who he was before 
God, and his knowledge of the majesty and sovereignty of 
God enabled him to patiently endure his grievous trial. This 
same confession must be upon the lips of every believer who 
is called by God to go through the deep waters. We must 
learn the lesson of Job so we also might be heard praising 
God amidst our afflictions. Have you learned this lesson?

Confessing God’s Sovereign Power

The heart of Job’s confession is this, “The Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken away.” Job confesses that his trial was or-

dained by the Lord. He understood that God is the agent 
of decree in everything that happens in this world, and what 
God ordains is for His own glory, honor, and praise, and the 
good of His people. This is Job’s confession, “The Lord gave 
and the Lord hath taken away.” However, too many professing 
Christians in our day say, “No, Job, you are wrong! This was 

the work of Satan, not God.” Just think 
of the many unbiblical comments that 
were made during 911, the Tsunami 
earthquake, or during the COVID-19 
pandemic. Yet Job’s confession teaches 
us that everything that happens in this 
world is ordained by the decree of God. 
There are no maverick molecules run-
ning loose in God’s universe. God is 
sovereign over all things and all events, 
and He does not just allow things to 
happen, but God ordains all things for 
His own purpose and glory. “Who is he 
who speaks and it comes to pass, when 
the Lord has not commanded it? Is it 
not from the mouth of the Most High 

that woe and well-being proceed?” (Lam. 3:37-38). Ephesians 
1:11, “In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being 
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works 
all things according to the counsel of His will.” And, as the 
hymn writer declared, “Whate’er My God Ordains Is Right!”

However, Job 1:6 does reveal that Satan had a role in Job’s 
affliction. We read that “there was a day when the sons of God 
came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also 
came among them.” And God said to Satan “From where do 
you come?” Satan answered the LORD and said, “From going 
to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on 

God ordains all things for His own purpose and glory.  

Have you 

considered 

My servant Job, 

that there is 

none like him 

on the 

earth…?



it.” Then in verse 8, God asked Satan, “Have you considered 
My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a 
blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns 
evil?” Satan responds by accusing Job of fearing God only 
for the blessings. He says that Job’s motive for fearing God 
is wrong, and this is Satan at his true form, the Accuser of 
the brethren, the Liar, the deceiver, the one who perverts the 
truth. But Satan also says that he cannot get at Job because 
“you [God] have set a hedge around him.” 

Did you notice those words? “You have set a hedge around 
him.” Have you ever thought about the 
fact that God watches over and protects 
His children in this way? Jesus said in 
John 10:28-29, “And I give them eternal 
life, and they shall never perish; neither 
shall anyone snatch them out of My 
hand. My Father, who has given them 
to Me, is greater than all; and no one is 
able to snatch them out of My Father’s 
hand.” It is as if God’s hands are cupped 
around every one of His children. The 
psalmist vividly captured this image 
when he wrote, “As the mountains 
surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds His people 
from this time forth and forever” (Psalm 125:2). We need 
to remember this precious truth when God calls us to go 
through some grievous trial. We need to reflect upon the truth 
of Scripture that God is the Lord of heaven and earth, and 
in Him we live and move and have our being (Acts 17:28). 
He upholds all things by the word of His power (Heb. 1:3). 
He does not uphold some things or even most things, but 
God upholds and governs all things by His eternal counsel 
and providence. “He so governs them that herbs and grass, 
rain and drought, fruitful and barren years, meat and drink, 
health and sickness, riches and poverty, indeed, all things 
come not by chance, but by His fatherly hand” (Heidelberg 
Catechism, Q&A 27). Is this your confession? Do you also 
understand that God rules heaven and earth and Satan is but 

an instrument in God’s hand to carry out His will? Martin 
Luther was fond of saying that “the Devil is God’s Devil.” 
Do you confess as Job when you are afflicted with a griev-
ous trial that the Lord hath given and the Lord hath taken 
away? This is what we must confess as believers because this 
is indeed what Scripture teaches, and we are a people that 
must “live by every word that proceeds from the mouth of 
God” (Matthew 4:4).  

Notice the phrase “the Lord hath given.” How easily we can 
forget to praise God when we receive good things from His 

hand, and instead boast in ourselves 
because of the wealth we earned or 
the many talents we have. But we need 
to always remember what Paul wrote 
in 1 Corinthians 4:27, “What do you 
have that you haven’t received? And if 
you have received it why do you boast 
as if you didn’t?” Everything we have, 
our wealth, family, employment, under-
standing of the Scriptures, etc. is given 
by God. Even the ability to get wealth 
comes from the hand of God. Deuter-
onomy 8:18, “And you shall remember 

the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to 
get wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He 
swore to your fathers, as it is this day.”

 But our text also teaches that what is true of the giving is 
also true of the taking away; “The Lord hath taken away.” God 
gives to His people according to His purpose and counsel, and 
when He takes away our loved ones, our possessions, or our 
health, this too is according to His purpose and counsel. So 
never say, “The Lord hath given, but Satan hath taken away!” 
As if God wanted me to keep my possessions, my health, or 
my loved ones, but a power greater than God took them away. 
No! God alone is sovereign, and He does what He pleases in 
heaven and on earth for the glory of His name. The Psalmist 
wrote in Psalm 115:3, “But our God is in heaven; He does 
whatever He pleases.” We also read in Daniel 4:35, “All the 
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God rules  

heaven and earth 

and Satan is but 

an instrument 

in God’s hand
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inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He [God] 
does according to His will in the army of heaven and among 
the inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand or 
say to Him, “What have You done?” The Apostle Paul wrote 
in Romans 9:20-21, “But indeed, O man, who are you to reply 
against God? Will the thing formed say to him who formed 
it, “Why have you made me like this?” Does not the potter 
have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one 
vessel for honor and another for dishonor?” Therefore, we 
must confess with Job, “The Lord hath 
given, and the Lord hath taken away.”

 Is this the way you view the things 
that happen to you or your loved ones 
in this life? Do you know and believe 
that God rules in heaven and on earth 
and He does according to His plan 
and purpose? Do you confess that He 
is the Potter and we are the clay, and, 
as the Potter, God has every right to 
bend us and shape us as He pleases for 
His honor, glory, and praise? Do you 
submit to this truth of Scripture or do 
you revolt against the will of God? Our 
duty as believers is to bow our necks 
under the yoke of Jesus Christ since we are not our own but 
belong to Him (1 Cor. 6:19). As Jesus said in John 14:15, “If 
you love Me, keep My commandments.” It is the Christian’s 
duty and privilege to bow to the will of God, which alone is 
good. After all, we do pray, “Our Father which art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in 
earth, as it is in heaven.” The Heidelberg Catechism, regarding 
the third petition of the Lord’s Prayer, states in Q&A 124, 
“What is the third petition? Thy will be done in earth, as it 
is in heaven; that is, grant that we and all men renounce our 
own will, and without gainsaying obey Thy will, which alone 
is good; so that every one may fulfill his office and calling as 
willingly and faithfully as the angels do in heaven.” 

Trusting God’s Faithful Love

Job knew his afflictions were sent by God in love, and he 
trusted God’s faithful love. Satan attempted to make Job think 
that God hated him. The same thing he did with Adam and 
Eve, and the same thing he does to us. Think of how many 
people are ready to say to you when you are afflicted that if 
God really loved you, He would not have let this to happen 
to you. The psalmist experienced the same attack when he 
wrote, “My tears have been my food day and night, while they 

continually say to me, “Where is your 
God?” (Psalm 42:3). Always remember 
that the children of Satan do the works 
of Satan. Satan denies God and so do 
unbelievers. Satan attacks the church 
and so do unbelievers. Satan attacks 
the Word of God, “Hath God said?” 
and unbelievers do the same thing. Je-
sus said to the Pharisees in John 8:44, 
“You are of your father the devil, and 
the desires of your father you want to 
do. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and does not stand in the truth, 
because there is no truth in him. When 
he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 

resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.”And notice Satan’s 
strategy is to afflict Job right after he performed a sacrifice for 
all his children. “He would rise early in the morning and offer 
burnt offerings according to the number of them all. For Job 
said, “It may be that my sons have sinned and cursed God in 
their hearts.” Thus, Job did regularly” ( Job 1:5). So either the 
night before, or the morning of the day in which Job suffered 
his calamities, he had offered burnt offerings and sin offerings, 
and left with the renewed assurance of God’s love and favor 
for him and his children. Satan used this timing of events to 
tempt Job to question God’s love. It would be like going to 
church on Sunday morning, hearing a sermon that affirmed 
God’s unchanging love for every believer, partaking of the 
Lord’s Supper, enjoying sweet fellowship with God’s people, 

God alone 

is sovereign, 

and He does 

what He pleases 

in heaven and 

on earth for 

the glory of 

His name.
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and then going home only to hear a voicemail say that a loved 
one was killed, or all your livestock had taken sick and needed 
to be destroyed, or maybe your crops were wiped out by hail.

Scripture also reveals that the camels, the oxen, and the 
donkeys were stolen, but notice that the sheep were destroyed 
in a different way. “The fire of God fell 
from heaven and burned up the sheep 
and the servants and consumed them” 
(vs. 16). These were destroyed by an 
act of God’s judgment, and these sheep 
were probably the animals Job used to 
sacrifice to God. Satan wants Job to 
ask the question, why has God judged 
me by burning up my sheep? Does He 
hate my sacrifices? And not soon after a 
servant comes and tells Job of the great 
wind that came from across the desert 
and struck the four corners of the home 
of Job’s eldest son and all Job’s children 
were killed. Job knew that God’s cov-
enant is continued in the line of generations, and Job might 
at this point have thought, God has no covenant with me. 
He just destroyed it. 

This is the same tactic Satan uses against every believer. 
He directs our attention to the calamities God sends upon 
us, and then entices us to think that God hates us. These are 
the fiery darts the Apostle Paul refers to in Ephesians 6:16. 
Therefore, we must take up “the shield of faith with which you 
will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.” 
We need to look to God and not to our troubles. We need to 
believe God’s Word and not the ungodly voices of the world. 
This is the only way we can be assured of God’s enduring love 
for His people in Jesus Christ. Always remember that God’s 

judgment against the believer’s sin was dealt with, once for 
all time, on the cross at Calvary. God has no more judgment 
for the believer because it was meted out in Christ. Now ev-
erything that comes to the believer comes through the hands 
of a loving, gracious, merciful, heavenly Father who promises 

that even the evil He sends upon us in 
this troubled life He turns to our good. 
God uses everything in the life of the 
believer to conform him to the image 
of Jesus Christ. The afflictions which 
God sends His people always come in 
love. He never has any other motive for 
sending trials upon His children, and 
it is through these trials that God pre-
pares us for our place in glory. As the 
Apostle Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 
4:17-18, “For our light affliction, which 
is but for a moment, is working for us a 
far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory, while we do not look at the 

things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. 
For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal.” 

Our God is a God who does not change (Malachi 3:6), 
He is infinitely and eternally perfect. God has already dem-
onstrated His infinite, eternal, and unchanging love for His 
church by sending Jesus Christ to live the perfect law-abiding 
life and die the sin-atoning death for the sins of His sheep. 
Therefore, God will never hate His church. Because of the 
person and work of Christ, everything God sends to the be-
liever comes in love. In love, God sends grievous afflictions. In 
love, He corrects, chastises, refines, and purifies as gold is tried 
by fire, but always in love. Never lose sight of this fact. Cling 

“Our Father which art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth,  

as it is in heaven.”

Cling to His 

faithful love and 

never doubt 

His promises 

no matter what 

situation may 

come into 

your life. 
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to His faithful love and never doubt His promises no matter 
what situation may come into your life. As believers, we must 
always trust God’s wisdom, and when you go through the 
deep waters that He at times calls us to go through, remember 
His promises to the believer in Christ. This will enable you 
to persevere patiently in every adversity the Lord may send 
into your life. Trust God because “If God is for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31). Remember this truth because 
it will give you the strength to resist all the temptations of 
the Evil One on the evil day.

Resting in the lord’s great wisdom

Our text demonstrates that Job submitted to God’s wisdom. 
First, we read, “In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God 
foolishly.” Job did not say that God does not know what He 
is doing. Secondly, Job revealed his trust in God’s Wisdom, 
when he said, “Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and 
naked shall I return there.” By saying this, Job was declaring 
that he was unworthy of the least of his possessions. He was 
born with nothing and He could earn nothing with God. Ev-
erything Job possessed was only a stewardship. It all belonged 
to the Lord. Now God took them back in His sovereign 

Dr. J.P. Mosley, Jr. was recently appointed as the second 
full time professor at Heidelberg Theological Seminary.  
The seminary is very grateful for this development.  This 
is a huge step forward for the seminary and is made 
possible by the generous giving of supporters.  With the 
steady growth of the student body both in the Master of 
Divinity program and in the Doctor of Ministry program 
along with the large number of students in the Philip-
pines this addition is much needed.

With this addition, Dr. Koerner will continue to teach 
some courses, but will also be able to give more atten-
tion to the responsibilities of the office of President of 
the Seminary.  Dr. Koerner also gives considerable time 
to overseeing the studies of the men in the Philippines.

In addition to teaching a full load of courses, Dr. Mos-
ley has been appointed as Registrar and Academic Dean.  
While it is necessary for professors to teach a variety of 
courses, the area of concentration for Dr. Mosley will be 
to teach systematic and biblical courses.  

The seminary will continue to use part time pro-
fessors to teach courses as needed.  In this regard the 

seminary remains committed to the principle of training 
men for the gospel ministry by those who are ministers 
of the gospel.  

Dr. Mosley has served as pastor of Hope Reformed 
Church of Pierre, SD and of Trinity Covenant Reformed 
Church of Colorado Springs, CO.  The Mosley’s and their 
six children have moved to Sioux Falls, SD and have 
been received as members at Trinity Reformed Church 
of Sioux Falls, SD.

Dr. Mosley, who has taken up his labors at Heidel-
berg, has a strong background in academic work as 
well as pastoral experience.  He is fully committed to 
the mission of Heidelberg Seminary and of the need to 
train men for the pulpit ministry in the RCUS.  

The seminary has been greatly blessed.  Please con-
tinue to uphold the seminary in your prayers that it may 
be used of God to bring about many blessings upon 
the Church.

Dr. Maynard Koerner, President

Heidelberg Seminary Announces  
Appointment of Dr. Mosley
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control. The Apostle Paul wrote in Romans 9 that the Potter 
has power over the clay to do whatever He wills with it. We 
need to always remember that the Lord owns everything in 
the universe and therefore has the right of ownership to do 
whatever he pleases with it.

But Job also confesses that he came naked in order to serve 
God, not himself. Because he came to serve God, he did not 
have to be born with any possessions. The Lord supplied and 
sustained from day to day the things 
Job needed, and in his death, he would 
not need possessions. How many of us 
have this attitude regarding the things 
we possess? Do we view our time, tal-
ents, and treasures as ours to do with 
as we please or do view these things as 
God’s possessions and we are but stew-
ards for God’s glory? How often do we 
think of the fact that we are stewards 
and therefore we are to use all that God 
gives us for His glory? Did you think 
this way in the last decision you made? 
Did you say, “What will bring God the 
greatest glory?” or did you only think what would give you 
the greatest pleasure or profit?

How tight are your fingers around your possessions? Can 
you sincerely confess with Job, “Naked I came into this world 
and naked shall I return?” or do you whine and pout when 
God takes back what He lends? Job truly demonstrates the 
attitude of a servant who knew everything he possessed be-
longed to God. Do we have the same attitude? Job saw the 
taking of his possessions as a preparation for the day of his 
death. That is what he had in mind. He did not know if God 
was going to take his life as a result of his afflictions, but the 
point is that Job was prepared to die, and he did not complain 

about losing what God had loaned him to steward. Do we 
confess God’s wisdom in our afflictions, or do we quickly 
charge God with folly? Do we say, “How could God do this 
to me? I have prepared so long and so hard. How could He 
do this to me now? In saying these things, we are really charg-
ing God with folly. We are challenging His infinite wisdom 
and saying we know better. How many crops have you lost 
due to hail or tornadoes? What did you think about God’s 

infinite wisdom then? Did you say, “I 
don’t know how He thinks I’m going to 
serve Him now?” Have you ever known 
an exceptional athlete who was offered 
a full scholarship to play sports at a ma-
jor college but was cut down in a car 
crash and left paralyzed a month before 
the fall semester began? What did you 
think of God’s infinite wisdom then?

Job teaches us that our only response 
to such things should be, “Blessed be 
the name of the Lord!” God is good in 
all His works and ways. Do you ever 
wonder how you will bless the Lord in 

some future trial? Trust Him, His grace is sufficient. “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:9). So, in times of trial, bless the name 
of the Lord! When we know the love of God for us in Christ 
and pray for grace to glorify God in our afflictions, He will 
enable us in the severest of calamities to say with Job, “Naked I 
came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I return there. 
The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; Blessed be 
the name of the LORD.” hhrr

Pastor S. Henry

Hope RCUS, Sutton, NE

The LORD 

gave, and the 

LORD has taken 

away; Blessed 

be the name of 

the LORD.” 
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BOOK REVIEW

One of the most important and theologically powerful books from the 
Protestant Reformation was reprinted in 2015 and is now easily available 
on both Ebay and Amazon. This book, “Commentary on True and False 
Religion,” by Ulrich Zwingli, is the first broad ranging Systematic Theol-
ogy of the Reformation. The only earlier theological work was “Common 
Places” by Melanchthon in 1561, but it only addresses a few matters  that 
were at issue during these early Reformation days.

Zwingli’s “Commentary...” goes far beyond a few issues and covers the 
wide range of fundamental issues that are part of a true systematic theol-
ogy. Zwingli wrote this work quite rapidly during  a three and a half month 
period beginning in October 1524. Zwingli himself says that he worked 
day and night to carry out the task which had been urged upon him other 
Reformed leaders such a Farrel, Anton du Blet and others who visited 
him from Lyon, France. This may in part explain why Zwingli dedicated 
this work to the King of France, but it is noteworthy that John Calvin also 

dedicated his first edition of the “Institutes of the Christian Religion,” in 1536 to the King of France. 
Whatever the case, Zwingli’s purpose was to point out that the “True (Reformed) Religion,” is based 
squarely on the inspired and totally authoritative word of God in the Bible, over against the “False 
Religion” of the Roman Catholic Church which is based on the philosophy and authority falsely at-
tributed to mere human beings.

Zwingli’s list of subjects in order were, Religion, Knowledge of God, Knowledge of Man, Religion,  
The Christian Religion, The Gospel, Repentance, the Law, Sin, Sin Against the Holy Ghost, the Keys, 
the Church, the Church (from his “Reply to Emser.” which he quotes extensively in the “Commentary”),  
The Sacraments, Baptism, the Eucharist (Lord’s Supper),  Confession, the Other “Sacraments,” Mar-
riage, Vows, Invocation of Saints,  Merit, Prayer, Purgatory, Magisterial Office,  Offense, Statures and 
Images. On virtually every one of these issues, Zwingli comes out with what the Reformed Churches 
have believed ever since. The only exception is that he held to the perpetual virginity of Mary, not on 
the basis of the Pope’s authority, but to protect Jesus from any taint of sin that might come to Jesus 
had his mother had other children.

Zwingli’s writing is compact and to the point, logical and clear in its expression. Sometimes he says, 
“figure this out for yourself, its not that hard,” when refusing to go into more detail.

Zwingli’s view of salvation is the root of the Reformed theology that is found in the Heidelberg 
Catechism. In looking for a way of salvation we are taught to trust not in ourselves but in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only one who as God and Man is qualified to save us. In doing this Zwingli declares 
a “relentless war against Roman Catholic semi-Pelagianism (works salvation) and the optimistic view 
of Erasmus expressed in his “the freedom of the will of man.”

In looking at the purpose of the Gospel, Zwingli goes to Luke 24:46-47. “Thus it is written, and thus it 
was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and 
the remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” In other 
words, the death and resurrection of Christ are of no effect unless they are preached all over the world.

The ‘Commentary on True and False Religion,” covers three hundred pages in this substantial book. 
It is introduced by a 44 page introduction written in 1929, and includes a translation of Zwingli’s “Reply 
to Emser’s “Defense of the Canon of the Mass, which together with its introduction covers some 52 
pages. It also includes a useful index.

Rev. Robert Grossmann – July 2020
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1. Have gun[s] will travel

The early pastors and missionaries in the German Reformed 
Church in the United States were anything but spineless, 
nor did they spread the gospel without carrying an adequate 
supply of “lead” for protection from highwaymen and other 
varmints.   Just as Christ Himself commanded his disciples 
to “buy two swords” (Luke 22:38) , so the early Reformed 

“circuit riders” itinerated from one congregation to another 
armed with “the Sword of the Spirit” (the word of God), and 
with other weaponry needed for self-preservation.  Case in 
point:  The Rev. James Riley (1788-1844), who was ordained 
in Pennsylvania, and then dispatched to preach the Gospel 
in North Carolina.  

When he set out on his mission, he lost his way on the main 
road.  As he tells it: when night overtook him, he called at a 
forlorn cabin where a rough-looking woman allowed him to 
stay for the night. The woman claimed to live alone, and after 
a mean repast, he ascended a ladder where he settled in a room 
that was rudely-furnished.  Grateful for the hospitality, but 
edgy about his dark abode, he placed the blade of his knife 
above the latch of the door, uncomfortable with his bleak sur-
roundings.  Around midnight he heard voices of two men, who 

shortly crept up the ladder, and demanded admission, trying 
vainly to free the latch.  At first, Riley refused them entrance, 
before he readied himself and opened the door.  When they 
postured to enter, they at once noticed that he stood in the 
middle of a room aglow with soft moonlight and equipped 
with one pistol in each hand, ready to fire. Spooked, they fled 
down the ladder with Riley in pursuit.  Riley accosted the 
woman, accusing her of conspiring to rob and murder him, 
which she denied. He stayed the rest of the night and departed 
at dawn.  Later, he learned that the area was known as “the 
black corner,” being convinced he would have been robbed 
and murdered as “dead men tell no tales.” 

2. The Pope blasphemes God

Pope Julius (known as “the fearsome Pope”–1443-1513) sat at 
dinner and eyed a peacock that he had not as yet been touched.  
He ordered: “Keep this cold peacock for me against supper, 
and let me sup in the garden; for I shall have guests.” But when 
supper came and the peacock was not served, the Pope flew 
into a tizzy. One of the cardinals at the repast took note of 
his fierce temper and asked him why he was so livid about the 
triviality of a peacock. “What!” said he, “If God was so angry 
for an apple, that he cast our first parents out of Paradise 

Anecdotes From Church History
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for the same, why may not I, being His Vicar,  be angry for a 
peacock, since a peacock is of greater matter than an apple?”    

3. Worse Than A Leaky Memory

In the early days of the Reformation in Germany after the Ref-
ormation of the churches in Heidelberg in the Palatinate, and 
after the death of the Reformed Prince,  Frederick III, the Pa-
latinate State was dominated by Lutherans,  who persecuted 
and drove out the Reformed elders and pastors. Frederick’s son 
Lewis was a hyper-Lutheran, who opposed his father’s theol-
ogy, as reflected by not visiting him even when he lay dying.  
Thus Luther’s Catechism and the first edition of the Lutheran 
Formula of Concord (which was anti-predestination) became 
the civil creed in Heidelberg.  However, after Lewis’ demise, 
and under the dynamic sway of Prince Casimir (another son 
of Frederick), the Reformed Faith vigorously returned to Hei-
delberg.  One of the first policies of Casimir was to reintroduce 
Church visitation which shortly, but sadly, revealed that many 
had retained only “slivers” of the Heidelberg Catechism.   For 
example, (like the child who prayed “Forgive us of our debts, 
as we forgive those who are dead against us”) some men prayed 
into the Lord’s Prayer, “Deliver us from the kingdom,” instead 
of “deliver us from evil.” In the Apostle’s Creed, they also said 

“ponsified under Pilate,” instead of “suffered under Pontius 
Pilate.” But because of Casimir’s fervor for Gospel truth, God’s 
light re-invaded the Palatinate to deliver His people from the 
bane of spiritual ignorance.

4. The dumb ox continues to bellow

Thomas Aquinas (1227-1274) is fondly cherished as the 
“Dumb Ox” in Roman Catholic circles. The Church consid-
ers him one of the five great doctors of the Church, together 
with Augustine, Jerome, Ambrose, and Gregory the Great.  He 
was a scholastic theologian of first order, who tried to answer 
some of the most obtuse questions, such as how many angels 
can stand on the head of a pin (which was really an argument 
about whether angels occupy space). His monumental work, 
Summa Theologica, veered to questions as to whether an 
angel knows himself, or whether an angel can travel from 
one extreme to another without traveling through the center! 

When he was in school his classmates called him “the huge 
ox from Sicily.” He was the object of a number of pranks, one 
of which when his fellow friars called him to the window 
to behold a wonder, a flying ox! When he took the bait, his 
confederates laughed him to scorn, questioning how he could 
be so gullible.  He answered: 

“I did not believe that an ox could fly, nor did I, till now, 
believe that a friar could tell a falsehood.”

Near the end of his life he was given to extreme mysticism 
(such as revelations received in trances and visions). In one of 
them he reported seeing a man celebrating mass, the fruit of 
which was Thomas experiencing the ecstasy of a new “revela-
tion.” The byproduct of his ecstasy was his being so overcome 
that he denounced the sum total of all his writings–his life’s 
work–as complete trash.  Yet, (as his friend Albert Magnus 
prophesied):  “We call this young man a dumb ox, but he will 
one day fill the world with his bellowing.”  Today, he continues 
to bellow not only in the Roman Catholic Church, but in the 
writings of some Reformed apologists.

5. Would You Say This To Your Dying Wife?

Reformed Baptist theologian Dr. John Ryland (1753-1825), 
ministered in an unusual way to his dying wife, who although a 
Christian for many years, was in greet distress of mind, lacking 
the heaven of a full assurance of her salvation.  She exclaimed:

“Oh, John I am dying, and I have no hope, John!”
“But, my dear wife, where are you going then?”
“I am going to hell!” 
“Well,” he said, concealing his good humor and wanting to 

send her doubts packing, “what do you intend to do when 
you get there, Betty?”

She was quieted, before Mr. Ryland continued: “Do you 
think you’ll pray when you get there?”

“Oh, John, I would pray anywhere; I cannot help praying!”
“Well, then,” said he, “they will say, ‘Here is Betty Ryland 

praying here; throw her out. We won’t have anybody praying 
here, throw her out!”

The incongruity dashed her fears; she discerned the absur-
dity of a bona fide hellion imploring the blood of Christ while 
simultaneously writhing in the eternal bonfire. 
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6. Wisdom from above

William Gladstone (1809-98) was prime minister of England 
four times, a renowned orator and statesman, and professing 
Christian, who was responsible for the disestablishment of 
the Irish Episcopal Church in 1869. (He was also an influ-
ential confidant of Queen Victoria so that the Victorian era 
is sometimes called “the Gladstonian era.”)  One day his wife, 
Catherine, was overseeing a group of ladies in her drawing 
room when the conversation turned into a spirited debate about 
the interpretation of a Scripture passage. One of the parties 
discerned that the discussion was too heated and offered a 
pietistic resolution: “Well, there is One above who knows all 
things.” Mrs. Gladstone’s face gleamed, for she had a different 
take about the “One above.”  “Yes,” she agreed triumphantly, “Mr. 
Gladstone will be coming down in a few minutes.”   

7. Mariolatry 

Caesarius of Heisterbach (1170-1240) was a Cisterian 
monk and chronicler, who told of a Cisterian lay brother 
who was overheard praying to Christ, “Lord, if Thou free 
me not from this temptation, I will complain of Thee to Thy 
mother.” 

8. A little Child shall lead them

Edward the VI (1537-1553) was the precocious boy-King of 
England, an unapologetic supporter of Protestantism, in spite 
of enemies in the king’s court, one of whom was Mary, his 
Princess sister, who revered Popery and detested Protestant-
ism.  A major issue was the worshipping of images, of which 
Mary heartily approved.  Edward was shocked and questioned 
the lords of the realm:

“Is it lawful by Scripture to sanction idolatry?”
Their answer initially sounded cogent: “There were good 

kings, your Majesty, who allowed the hill altars and yet were 
called good.” 

But Edward wisely retorted: “We must follow the example 
of good men when they have done well. We do not follow 
them in evil. David was good but David seduced Bathsheba 
and murdered Uriah. We are not to imitate David in such 

deeds as these. Is there no better Scripture?” The English 
bishops were stumped.

“I am sorry for the realm, then,” the King said, “and sorry 
for the danger that will come of it; I shall hope and pray for 
something better, but the evil thing I will not allow.” (from 
J.A. Froude, History of England, IV (1893). 

7. Ammunition and worship

Howell Forgy (1908-1983) was a naval chaplain aboard 
the cruiser New Orleans when the Japanese attacked Pearl 
Harbor on December 7th, 1941. During the attack it was 
discovered that the crew member with the ammunition key 
to the ammunition locker had gone ashore and that the am-
munition hoist was also out of action. Thus, the Americans 
formed a human chain with Forgy among them, passing the 
shells from hand-to-hand to the gun deck. But when the men 
began to flag because of the weight, Forgy slapped his closest 
neighbor on the back and urged: “Praise the Lord and pass 
the ammunition!” The saying became the inspiration for a 
popular song in England when the Luftwaffe bombed London.

8. Reformed pastors can be thick-headed.

The Rev. John H. Smaltz (1793-1861) pastored for a few years 
in the Reformed Church in Harrisburg, Pa.  One biographer 
reports that although his ministry was “greatly blessed,” his 

“extreme positiveness and eccentricity may not always have 
exerted the best influence or secured the greatest amount of 
success.” One example: At a Consistory meeting Rev. Smaltz 
was the first to arrive, so that when the next member appeared, 
he remarked, “You are late sir.” Surprised, the officer pulled his 
watch and said, “I think not; it lacks just five minutes of the 
time.” But Mr. Smaltz countered: “Your watch is wrong.” The 

“late” comer retorted: “No, I have just come past M. Heisley’s 
corner, and my watch corresponds exactly with the sundial.” 

“Then the sun is wrong, must be wrong,” claimed Mr. Smaltz, 
“my watch always keeps the true time.” hhrr

Jim  West 

Sacramento, CA
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ChurchNews

The Lord has blessed us in many ways concerning 
the pursuit to purchase the building here in 
Dickinson, North Dakota. 

1. He has provided $52,000 so far in savings and donations and $80,000 in loans from the RCUS 
Synod building fund and the Western Classis building fund. We have also been approved by our 
bank for a loan to cover the rest of the purchase price.

2. We received a brokers price opinion (in lu of an appraisal due to the lack of availability of appraisers 
at this time). The bottom line is that the value of the building is equal or greater (by over $60,000) 
than the purchase price. 

3. On Sunday, July 26th the congregation voted to proceed with the purchase of the building.
Please pray for the completion of the transaction and for the preparation to move into the building. 

In Christ, 
Michael Voytek Pastor, 
Grace Reformed Church of Dickinson 
grcdickinson.org
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This is the message  

which we have heard from Him 

and declare to you, that God is light and  

in Him is no darkness at all. 

If we say that we have fellowship with Him,  

and walk in darkness, we lie and do not 

 practice the truth. But if we walk in the light 

as He is in the light, we have fellowship  

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 

His Son cleanses us from all sin.

I John 1:5-7 NKJV


