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Panic is defined as “a sudden overwhelming feeling of terror or anxiety, 
especially one affecting a whole group of people” (Dictionary.com). Maybe 
by the time you read this, America’s (and the world’s) panic over the 
coronavirus will have subsided. But then again, maybe not, especially if 
the mainstream media as well as the various social media keep fanning 
the flames of fear and panic, sowing unrest with hyperbolic, sensational 
rather than useful reporting. Maybe, by the time you read this, the “shelter 
at home” and closing of “non-essential” businesses and “social distancing” 
and “work from home” mandates will have “flattened the curve” of the 
COVID-19 virus’ impact on the population. Maybe an effective treatment 
will have been discovered. Maybe its death toll will end up being far less 
than that of this year’s seasonal flu (as I edit this, “regular flu” deaths in the 
US to date are reported at 23,000 minimum (CDC) versus 4100 from the 
coronavirus). Maybe, by the time you read this, the humongous federal 
financial aid package will have mitigated the panic sell-off in the stock 
markets (although there are other factors in play). 

By the time you read this, maybe American optimism, a “can-do” atti-
tude, and maybe the strategic foresight of leadership that inspires confi-
dence, will have alleviated the national coronavirus panic. Or maybe not. 
The anxiety over empty shelves, loss of wages, loved ones infected, being 
shut in, and uncertainty may drive who knows how many to desperate, 
panicky behaviors. We may speculate, but none of us know the future 
impact of the coronavirus, nor the effects of any of our efforts, nationally 
and locally, familially and personally against it.

No President or Governor or Mayor would want to be accused of 
not taking necessary preventative action. So they implement measures 
that might seem heavy-handed and overly restrictive on our freedoms, 
including economic. But we ought to heed the authorities (Rom.13) and 
not violate their mandates except they demand us to sin against God. The 
closing down of our public worship services ought to make us lament 
before our God with longing to once again be “assembling ourselves 
together” (Heb.10:25).

But as we are those who profess true faith (Heidelberg Catechism 
Q&A #21), should our response to these troubling coronavirus circum-
stances be characterized by panic? It’s a rhetorical question, I hope, 
because we know we are called to live by faith no matter our circum-
stances. The just shall live by faith (Heb.10:38, NKJV) that truth from 

By Faith, Not Panic
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God’s prophets Habakkuk given as an admonition to 
professing Christians who have need of endurance 
because they are tempted to cast away their confi-
dence in Christ Jesus which has great reward.

Faith in our covenant God, whose promises are all 
“yes” in Jesus Christ (2 Cor 1:20), is the antidote when 
you are prone to panic. As long as we live in this yet 
mortal flesh, we’re all prone to the anxieties and fears 
that dangers, uncertainties, loss and/or a change in 
the status quo/comfort zone bring. In scary times we 
ought not allow ourselves to panic but remain calm 
by refreshing ourselves with the faithfulness of our 
Almighty God and Father whose children we are by 
the love He has bestowed on us (I John 3:1). 

Even in this so called pandemic, which may lead 
to loss of health as well as wealth/things, our faith 
reassures us so we can boldly say: the Lord is my 
helper, I will not fear (Heb.13:6), on which promise 
our conduct is to be without covetousness; that we 
should be content with such things as we have (even 
if it is less than we are used to). For our Lord God has 
Himself said: I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
The Lord is our helper, turning to our good whatever 
evil (covid-19) He sends upon us in this valley of tears 
for He is able to do it, being Almighty, and willing also, 
being a faithful Father.(from HC #26). The coronavi-
rus too is part of the all things we confess come not 
by chance, but by His Fatherly hand. (HC #27). And if 
the coronavirus were to bring sickness or poverty to 
us, well, in that adversity too, by faith in our faithful, 
sovereign God, who works all things according to 
the counsel of His will (Eph.1:11), we ought be patient, 
not panicky; content, not covetous.

And our response by Christian faith instead of the 
pervasive panic might be a powerful witness to lead 
others to the source of our calm, Jesus Christ, the 

only safe harbor in this present life’s sea of perilous 
adversity (there will be no sea in the new heavens and 
new earth! Rev. 21:1). 

As we live by faith in our Sovereign, Almighty God 
our faithful Father, who sent His beloved Son into the 
world as the incarnate Christ named Jesus to save 
us; to gain us a better and enduring possession for 
ourselves in heaven (Heb.10:34), let our lives of faith 
indeed be light in this world panicked by the coronavi-
rus. Let our lives testify that we are steadfastly holding 
on to all the promises of our covenant God even in 
these trying times. What a comfort amid the panic 
around us to affirm by faith (Rom.8:35-39).

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or fam-
ine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written:

“For Your sake we are killed all day long;

We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”

Yet in all these things we are more than conquer-
ors through Him who loved us. For I am persuaded 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor princi-
palities nor powers, nor things present nor things to 
come,  nor height nor depth, nor any other created 
thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of 
God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

No matter the coronavirus or whatever other try-
ing circumstances, let us indeed live by faith and not 
panic. Let us live by faith for our comfort and to the 
praise and glory of our Savior and Lord Jesus Christ. 

Do not cast away your confidence, which has 
great reward (Heb 10:35). hhrr

George Horner
Ridgeland, SC

Do not cast away your confidence,  
which has great reward 
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JJesus, our Lord and blessed friend, is a real man, a real 
God, a real person and the second Person of the Trinity. 

He has the Natures of God and man. Our Lord walked 
this planet over 2000 years ago. Jesus trod the paths of 
Palestine preaching the good news of the Kingdom, repen-
tance and faith. He went about doing good. That is Who 
Jesus is, now. (Luke 2:43; John 10:14-15; Mark 1:14-15. 
Acts 10:30; Heidelberg Catechism 15- 18, 35, 48, Belgic 
Confession 18-19, 26)

Again, I want to emphasize these historical events. This 
is not some Olympian deity in the clouds or a Barthian 
higher religious history that has no historic reality. Jesus 
as the God/man walked the hills, valleys and villages of 
ancient Israel. He talked to people and preached about 
sin, salvation and service. Our Lord proclaimed creation, 
fall, redemption and restoration in the synagogues and on 
the hillsides. He did this is in real time and in real history. 

Our text tells us that Jesus is fully God, that Jesus 
is fully God in a body, that Jesus is fully God now. The 
Lord Jesus, as the God/man, has profound salvation con-
sequences for us as Christians. 

I. Jesus Christ is fully God.
In our passage Paul is warning the folks against false teach-
ing or empty philosophy that is not “after Christ.” (vs.8) 
Jesus is the starting point of all our theoretical thought, our 
outlook on life and our overall attitudes. All is meaningless 
and empty - just wrong without Jesus. Then the great old 
Apostle gives us the reason for the overall importance of 
Christ in verse nine. 

Look at how Paul states the matter! He doesn’t just say, 
“In Him dwells the Godhead.” That would be accurate and 
adequate. He doesn’t just say, “in Him dwells the fullness 
of the Godhead.” That is even more spectacular. But all 
that is not strong enough for the Apostle. He says, “In Him 
dwells ‘ALL’ the fullness of the Godhead.” Jesus is God. 
Take everything that is necessary for the full definition 
of God and that is what Jesus Christ is. See for yourself. 

Come with me as we see Jesus standing in a boat dur-
ing a raging storm on the Sea of Galilee and he cries out 

“Peace be still” and the waters are still.

Come with me as Jesus stands before a sinful woman 

at a well and looks into her heart and says, “You have had 
five husbands and the one you are now living with is not 
your husband.” He knows her life. The Lord could read 
her heart. Our Lord knew her personal sin. It brought 
her to forgiveness and a witness bearer of His good news. 

Come with me as water becomes wine at a wedding 
at Canaan.

Come with me as a now believing Thomas falls at the 
feet of the Lord to acknowledge the physical resurrection 
of his Teacher and cries, “My Lord and my God.” 

Come with me and stand at the foot of the cross as He 
dies for our sins and hear the confession of the Centurion 
shouting out, “Truly this is the Son of God.” 

All that is God is His; Everything that God is, He is.

II. Jesus is fully God in a body.
The next step in our text states the truth of the incarnation. 
God and a body. All that can be said of Jesus and His full 
deity can now also be said of his human flesh and humanity. 
In Greek grammar here we have a “synecdoche” that is, a 
figure of speech by which a part for the whole is used for 
the complete object. On the coast of New England, my 
home, you could look out at the expanse of the ocean and 
see just the sails or the smoke of ships over the horizon of 
the curvature of the earth and say, “There are ships at sea.” 
Or as the old Whalers in New England shouted “Thar she 
blows” when they only saw part of a whale spouting water. 
The part stands for the whole. Jesus has humanity. Here 
the Godhead takes on humanity. This is for God an act 
of addition. All the attributes of God are intact. All the 
attributes of humanity are intact. God stays God – God 
becomes fully man. The Word became flesh. ( John 1:14)

 “Flesh” and “Body” denotes human nature. Jesus has 
a real human nature – a real body. Come see for yourself.

Come with me as we see when He was hungry and He 
ate (Even after His resurrection). He was thirsty and He 
drank. (“I thirst.”)

Come with me as we see Him as He grew tired and 
He slept.

Come with me as we see Him born as an infant and 
was dependent on Mary His mother.

Who are You, Jesus of Nazareth?Who are You, Jesus of Nazareth?
“For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily; and you are 

complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.”
Colossians 2:9-10; HC # 15
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Come with me as we see Him grow up as a child in 
wisdom and stature. (Luke 2:40,52)

He is real with a real human nature. The Lord’s body was 
not just an empty shell or empty vehicle for God like action. 
His two natures are united – yet kept separate as to their 
attributes. They are two whole perfect and distinct natures.

Mysteries of mysteries. Can you plumb this sublime?

Come with me and see Him stubble under the burden 
of the cross and yet He walked on the waters of Galilee.

Come with me and see Him hungry and refusing 
Satan’s temptation and yet He is able to feed 5000 men 
with a few loaves and fishes. 

III. Jesus is fully God in a body now.
Our verb “dwells – lives” is in the present tense. It is fixed. 
His two natures are eternally together. As for now, The 
Lord sits in heaven with the integrity of His two natures 
intact. Our Lord is One Person with two natures. He 
knows our troubles and temptations, yet without sin. 
(Hebrews 4:14-16) Now, right now, at this very moment, 
in heaven, Jesus’ two natures are preserved. His natures 
are not separated, divided so that He would speak as 

“We” or as “us.” Christ always uses the term “I.” ( John 3:3; 
John 17:5) The natures are not confused or changed so 
that He becomes a hybrid of personalities combating 
each other for dominance. Jesus is not two people in a 
body. (Chalcedon Creed 451 A.D.) The Lord is perfectly 
united in His One Person. The Belgic Confession puts it 
this way, “ We believe that by this conception the person 
of the Son is inseparably united and connected with the 
human nature, so that there are not two Sons of God, 
nor two persons, but two natures united in one single 
person, yet each nature retains its own distinct proper-
ties.” (Article 109) Jesus does all according to the unity 
of both natures. (Romans 1:3-4) In all, each nature does 
that which is proper to itself. What is true of each nature 
is attributed to the Person. Jesus, indeed, is a complex 
Divine Person. It is difficult to understand all this. What 
it comes down to is that the Divine and human natures 
of the Nazarene have no mixture, confusion, interference, 
curtailment, modification, extraction, conversion in their 
composition together. The properties of the two natures 
coincide in the One Person. There is active communion 
between them. There is no mutual interpenetration. One 
nature does not take the place of or change the other into a 
new species. There is inseparable unity with dynamic com-
munion. There is a distinctive efficiency of both natures. 
This is my understanding of the information from the 
Sacred Texts. ( John 1:14; 6:69; I Timothy 2:5; Romans 9:5; 
Hebrews 5:8; Philippians 2:6; Westminster Confession of 

Faith 8:2) Professor John Murray, one of the great theolo-
gians to grace our Reformed heritage, stated the mystery of 
the contrast in the incarnation in this way: Jesus became: 
what was infinite became finite; what was eternal entered 
time; what was immutable became mutable; what was 
invisible became visible; what was The Creator became 
created; what was The Sustainer became dependent and 
what was Almighty became infirm. The Blessed Second 
Person of the Trinity did this to save us from our sin. 
(Matthew 1:21 Heidelberg Catechism 15, 35))

IV. Jesus as fully God in a body now 
has wonderful salvation conse-
quences for His people today.
What has Christ imparted to us? “In Him you have been 
made complete.” We have been made part of the fullness of 
the active and passive obedience of Jesus. No need, as Paul 
says in our context, to depend on some angelic mediators 
to attain some future spiritual goal. Christ has been given 
to us as “the way, the truth and the life,” ( John 14:6) “He 
made us alive together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses.” (2:13) This is the present ministry of Jesus, the 
Christ and our High Priest.

The word “complete” in the Greek New Testament is 
in the “perfect” tense. It is translated as “to level up” or to 

“furnish” or to “finish.” In Hebrews 10 we are told that we 
are made complete by the one sacrifice of Christ. (Hebrews 
10:1,12,14) The Apostle Paul explains that the Father has 
prepared and offered the body of the Messiah once for 
all time to make a purification sacrifice for our personal 
sin. (Hebrews 10:2, 5, 10, 12, 14, 21; Psalm 40:6-8; Jere-
miah 31:33-34) 

Notice how the Scriptures and our Heidelberg Cat-
echism reveals the two natures and the Person of our Lord 
in action with the satisfaction made for our personal sin. 
(HC # 14-17; Hebrews 2:16; 1 Timothy 2:5; 2 Corinthians 
5:21; Romans 5:17; 8:3)

Our text also tells us that Jesus has heavenly regal 
authority. His very utterances are the very Word of God. 
Our Lord has original and all authority to forgive sin. 
(Mark 2:1-12) 

We do call upon Jesus to save us from our sin. (Mat-
thew 1:21)

Does this portion of the sacred text show you how 
we can love The Nazarene more by knowing more about 
Who He is? (Colossians 1:19-20) hhrr

Rev. Howard Hart
Mitchell, SD
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Report of the Northern Plains 
Classis Meeting 

OOn March 9th the Northern Plains Classis met at Salem 
Reformed Church in Ashley, North Dakota for its 

annual meeting. The Rev. Hank Bowen opened the affair 
with a devotion from 1Peter 1:3-6 on the Christian’s over-
whelming joy. The Rev. Michael Voytek proclaimed God’s 
Word in our Monday evening worship service preaching 
from Psalm 5 under the title Our Words Do Have Con-
sequences. The Rev. Phil Poe then opened our Tuesday 
morning session with a devotion from Psalm 19:12-13 
entitled The Lamp of God’s Law.

 The roll showed eight ministers and seven elder del-
egates present for the sessions of Classis. We were also joined 
by Brothers Ron Vanderzwaag and Peter Veenendaal who 
attended as fraternal delegates from the Manitoba Classis 
of the Canadian and American Reformed Churches.

 The Executive Committee was re-elected with Rev. Paul 
Henderson serving as President, Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, 
Vice-President, Rev. James Grossmann, clerk, and Elder 
Matt Fickbohm, treasurer. 

 There was a great joy for the reception of Grace Re-
formed Church of Dickinson, North Dakota as a new con-
stituted congregation on our roles. The Dickinson mission 
work was originally undertaken in 2011 and after some 
initial struggles turned a corner in 2015 when Rev. Brice 
stepped in as a Stated Supply until the call and arrival of Rev. 
Voytek as an organizing missionary in September of 2018. 
Grace Reformed Church has experienced sustained growth 
and has stabilized in terms of its membership. The body 
offered a prayer of joyful thanksgiving for God’s goodness. 

 A survey of the Reports of the Committees showed that 
the theme of the Heidelberg Youth Camp will be The Armor 
of God. The Classis approved receiving Mr. David Voytek as 
a student under care. Mr. Voytek, the son of Rev. Voytek, in-
tends to begin studies at Mid-America Reformed Seminary 
in Dyer, Indiana in the Fall. The Classis also approved to 
continue mission support for the Grace Reformed Church 
of Dickinson in the amount of $9,100.00 and to overture 
Synod for continued support in an amount the same as last 
year of $7,400.00.

 The most pressing and somewhat controversial matters 
were taken up under the Judicial Report. On Monday night, 
following our worship service, there was a lengthy round 
table discussion regarding concerns over a motion passed 
by Synod last year that states a congregation is within their 
rights to adopt a position contrary to those positions held 
by the RCUS arising out of position papers. There was a 
particular concern about what appears to be a breakdown in 
the mutual submission of some pastors and congregations 

over the matter of male headship voting. But also that there 
may be unseen consequences to this in terms of congrega-
tions being able to reject other positions like six-day creation. 
The body determined, after much deliberation, to overture 
the 274th Synod to reconsider this decision by the 273rd 
Synod believing that the matter had not been given enough 
deliberation before it was voted upon given the implications 
and the magnitude of this issue.

 The second hot issue also goes back to a matter that 
arose at the 273rd Synod when a decision was made to al-
low South Central Classis to engage in work in Montana 
and that the Northern Plains Classis border be adjusted 
to reflect this territory being taken over by South Central 
Classis. This became an issue because the matter was never 
brought before the Northern Plains Classis whose members 
were taken by surprise as apparently the decision of Synod 
was based solely on conversations with the Northern Plains 
Executive Committee. But the Executive Committee was not 
fully aware that redrawing the borders would be the result. 

 The reason the Classis perceives this as such a matter 
of concern is that the Northern Plains Classis has under-
gone major losses in membership and churches since the 
RCUS broke into four Classes in 1987. One matter taken 
up at this Classis was the final dissolution of the Hosmer 
congregation which has stood vacant for several years now. 
Today the Classis has several shrinking and struggling con-
gregations and very few options for possible mission works 
along with limited ability to pursue future mission works. 
This is further complicated by the fact that the border had 
been adjusted so that South Central Classis would include 
two congregations that originally would have fallen into the 
Northern Plains Classis. The Classis determined to have the 
Executive Committee work on a proposal to the 275th Synod 
for consideration to expand the boundaries of the Northern 
Plains Classis to include the whole of the Dakotas and to 
present that back to the Classis at our next annual meeting.

 One of the great blessings that all of our delegates are 
agreed upon is the great joy in the fellowship we have with 
one another in the Classis. There is a genuine comradery 
that was nurtured by the great job that was done by the 
host congregation in Ashley. With great confidence, we can 
say that we look forward with overwhelming joy to getting 
together for Classis and seeing the brethren as we seek to 
serve and honor our Lord Jesus. hhrr

Rev. Hank Bowen
Aberdeen, SD
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2020 President’s Report on the State of the Church 
Northern Plains Classis Reformed Church in the  
United States March 9 -10, 2020 Ashley, ND

TTo my Fellow Ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
and all Elders, Deacons and Members who serve 

alongside them in this precious faith, this report will be 
presented in two (2) parts:

I. The State of the Northern Plains Classis – A brief syn-
opsis of the labors reported.          

II. The State of the Northern Plains Classis within the 
Reformed Church in the United States – a brief report as to 
where the Northern Plains will be found in the coming years 
within the Reformed Church in the United State.

Beloved brothers, and all members of His much loved 
Church: I have heard it said somewhere: “Make America 
Great Again” and “Keep America Great!” Folks, I truly like 
these mottos very much! I pray our God would hear our 
pleas in this regard. But praying for Thy kingdom to come, 
is so, so much better! This I love the best! This I desire to see 

the most! For without this, those other two, are only hollow 
and weak. Therefore as I read through your Parochial Re-
ports, I heard and witnessed our Father’s kingdom coming. 
For truly He is preserving and increasing our churches, as 
well as destroying of the works of the devil even as we are 
continually being assailed. So indeed, what a blessing then 
to read your reports and hear of this continual coming of 
God’s kingdom throughout the Northern Plains Classis!                                  

So now, from the heart of South Dakota, and Eureka Re-
formed Church, Rev. Grossmann expresses that his labors 
are filled with the blessed knowledge that as we bring our pe-
titions before God, He will answer according to His perfect 
will, which in turn, brings a certain and sure confidence that 
He will do the absolute best for us, for His church, which 
then, results in restful thoughts! That is sweet ‘medicine’ 
we all need to hear! We praise God for Rev. Grossmann’s 
continuing pursuit of higher learning, as he seeks to gain his 
Doctorate, even as he serves as Classis clerk, full time daddy, 
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as well as ministering to God’s folk! Moreover, after all these 
years of churches conducting Vacation Bible Schools, it is 
a tremendous blessing to see that Pastor Grossmann and 
the church there in Eureka continue to minister to many, 
many within the community! May our God use this min-
istry to save many unto the uttermost. One item to report 
in regards to improvements on the church property is that 
they repaired the ceiling, and floor in the main auditorium 
/sanctuary, which is always a big deal, as well as a big bless-
ing! So as Pastor Grossmann continues to encourage them 
in the reading of their Bibles, as well as praying earnestly 
for one another, we also pray: Our Father, Thy Kingdom 
come in Eureka - into the hearts and lives of Thy people!

From Pierre, and Hope Reformed, Rev. Henderson reports 
that the Lord continues to keep Hope’s doors open for 
business, in spite of the coming and going of her members, 
which seems to be the reoccurring scenario for this strug-
gling church body. Yet, they are thankful for their heavenly 
Father’s adding to His church even as He takes away! He 
also expresses a sincere desire to be a fully functioning, as 
well as contributing church body within the RCUS, while 
at the same time, expressing the need for prayer and the 
increase of sinners being saved, and then added to the ranks. 
Hope also saw improvements to their church properties, 
which were not planned for, but desperately needed. Pastor 
Henderson reported that he was glad for the faithful atten-
dance of the members, and for their desire to fight the good 
fight of faith while going about their day-today callings! 
So also, as reported, though there are areas of the ministry 
which need shoring up and strengthened, Elder Fickbohm 
and Pastor Henderson continue to seek the Lord’s mercies 
as they deal with these trends and challenges. Indeed then, 
Thy Kingdom come in Pierre - into the hearts and lives of 
Thy people!

From Watertown, and Covenant Reformed, Rev. Lassley 
wove through his report, the vision statement of Covenant 
Reformed Church: “To know God through Christ and glo-
rify Him in all that we do.” This he reports is a theme and 
truth that he is even more convinced of as he continues 
serving in Christ’s body! So throughout all of the activi-
ties and work of the church, the saints continue to be fed 
the Word of God, and thus, brought to a closer walk with 
their Lord and Savior. This year also brought an increase in 
membership as well as a host of other activities. There was 
an increased numbers of youths going to Heidelberg Youth 
Camp, a graduation of High schoolers, the confirmation and 
addition of new communicant members, the baptism of a 
covenant child, and yes, even a difficult discipline case which 
resulted in Excommunication of a member, which they hope 
will lead to true repentance and real amendment! Thus, in all 

of this activity, labor and ‘kingdom work’, they strove to carry 
it out with an eye single for His glory! So indeed, let all of 
us be mindful of Covenant’s vision statement, that we might 
keep this blessed vision before our eyes as the year unfolds! 
So dear Father, Thy Kingdom come in Watertown - into 
the hearts and lives of Thy people!

From Herreid and First Reformed, Rev. Schwichtenberg 
reports a spiritually happier, healthier, and thus, an increased 
excitement for the gospel ministry in this small town! Folks, 
you cannot get much better than that! For not only has there 
been members added to their fellowship, but also there has 
been noticeable growth in regards to the officers as well as 
the congregation in the use of their gifts on behalf of the 
saints, which therefore resulted in better interaction between 
the members! Furthermore, the mantra of ‘being reformed 
and always reforming’ has affected some changes in their 
order of worship, such as more Scripture reading, as well 
as a focus in truly dealing with a serious effort at confessing 
their sins before God, and their faults, one to another. This 
will surely result in growth and a grand blessing! So who 
says that ‘small towns and burgs’ are on the way out! ‘No 
way Jose’! Okay, no way O Christ, who continues to build 
His Church when, and where, and how He sees fit! We beg 
of Thee, Father, Thy Kingdom come in Herreid - into the 
hearts and lives of Thy people!

From our host church in Ashley, North Dakota, and Salem 
Reformed, Rev. Irwin reports that in the midst of a very 
tough year for him personally, that he felt, and was again 
refreshed with the comforting truth, that truly, nothing or 
no one could really be against him, if the Lord was on his 
side, which we know our gracious Lord was, and always is, 
now and forever more! Indeed, throughout the work and 
labors of Pastor Irwin, in spite of many personal hardships 
and trials, God has been pleased to bless and use them to 
strengthen the folks of Salem Reformed, as well as, or in 
addition to the entire community of Ashley! Wherefore it 
is a reliable statement, that though the results of all of our 
labors may not be always visible, we know that God is still 
causing His Word to accomplish much, as it brings forth 
fruit, and never, never returns unto Him void! Again, what 
true joy and gladness God causes to spring forth from hearts 
that sometimes are broken, hurt and yet sustained by His 
all sufficient loving kindness! Amen brother Irwin, amen! 
By the way, I would suggest that you run for mayor, at least 
the “Mayor of Mercy”, for you would win, hands down! Our 
Father Thy Kingdom come in Ashley - into the hearts and 
lives of Thy people!

From our mission work in Dickinson, North Dakota, Grace 
Reformed, Rev. Michael Voytek began with his heartfelt 
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desire and prayer, which followed the apostle Paul’s prayer 
for the saints in Ephesians 3:14-21; a prayer and heartfelt 
desire we should all strive to have tightly wrapped around 
our hearts! Wherefore Pastor Voytek expressed throughout 
his report great rejoicing for what God has done this past 
year, along with a host of challenges, as well as some sorrow 
over a substantial bunch of visitors who decided to move on 
for a variety of reasons. He expressed then, great rejoicing 
over the church becoming a self-governing church, which 
meant the transfer of members from First R.C. to Grace 
R.C., and then also, the addition of officers with which to 
govern! This is evidence of God’s Kingdom coming! Love 
and prayers for their Pastor Emeritus and wife, Wes and 
Ginger Brice, were requested - That God would deliver him 
from his cancer and therefore sustain him, even as he labors 
in the pulpit when, and where he can, as often as the Lord 
supplies him the ‘juice’ to do so. God bless you both for your 
continued service unto Jesus & His folk! So it is then, that 
we also hear in his report, that ‘being reformed means always 
reforming,’ and that, according to God’s Word! It is a real joy 
then to read how that the labors of Rev. Voytek continue to 
lead Grace in that blessed direction, even as he now pursues 
a Doctorate in the Ministry. May God guide him and bless 
him in these endeavors. Though there was some sadness 
at the departure of long-time visitors, still, God has seen 
fit to bring others in to replace them! Moreover, covenant 
young people are being confirmed in the faith, and a new 
bunch of students in Catechism class are being instructed! 
Lastly, from Psalm 67, Rev. Voytek issues the challenge to 
be responsible and generous with the blessings we have all 
received from our God and Savior; such that, as we taste and 
know the goodness of His grace in Christ that we too then 
will see God’s blessings spread abroad to many others! Yes, 
and that we will not be hoarders of the blessings which have 
been graciously bestowed! O Lord, Thy Kingdom come in 
Dickinson - into the hearts and lives of Thy people!

From Aberdeen and First Reformed, Rev. Hank Bowen 
reports the absolute joy and love present as he witnesses 
the blessed unity of the congregation! This unity though, 
as will be heard in his report did not just spring forth out 
of thin air! For the labors of Pastor Bowen, the officers and 
many of the members is propelling this attitude and atmo-
sphere of communion and fellowship! This work and these 
labors, activities, visions and goals, are all carried out with 
an eye to being very visible, accessible, and relevant within 
the community of Aberdeen! We rejoice with the saints as 
they ably provided oversight of our mission work in Dickin-
son, and then on to seeing the folks up there organized and 
self-governing. Moreover, the host of activities and various 
ministries have as their goal to “…to experience progress in 
providing good care and introducing news ways to focus on 

the joy of salvation.” O that we would all incorporate this 
goal into all that we do! For what better way for outsiders to 
gain a true portrait of the church, as they see Christians lov-
ing one another and rejoicing in the salvation Christ has ob-
tained for them! He reports then on their Heidelberg camp 
experience, their engaging Catechism program; their desire 
to see TASC to become a viable ministry; Adult Sunday 
school-“Coffee Chat” class which continues to excel, along 
with a number of other aspects of church work, including 
Pastor Bowen’s Hockey labors, both on and off the ice. Thus 
he notes, the church body their remains very stable! It is 
from this stability that he prays for still yet, a greater sense 
of unity, as well as a greater sense of being a very relevant 
and important part of the Aberdeen community! Indeed 
our Father, Thy Kingdom come in Aberdeen - into the hearts 
and lives of Thy people!

Finally, from Minot, North Dakota, and Harvest Reformed, 
Rev. Poe’s report came in, the labors and condition or state 
of the church was set forth; AND THEN, we received the 
news: “Rejoice with us that Harvest Reformed Church 
has a new building starting March 1st! O how we rejoice 
with our brothers and sisters up north, who have labored so 
faithfully, in prayer continually, holding out the hope that 
our God would provide them a “church home” in which to 
worship Him! God indeed has heard your prayers and we 
are overjoyed with this good news! Now, in between and 
through all of their waiting, the saints of Harvest, led by 
their faithful and steady Pastor, along with their faithful 
Deacon and Elder who love the faith and the church, con-
tinued to carry on their labors with all patience and due dili-
gence, even as the trials of discipline cases, loss of members, 
along with those simple, yet vital labors of self-sacrifice and 
service also continued. Wherefore Rev. Poe rejoiced in all 
of the labors of the saints, and for the work of the ministry, 
though statistically, they did not grow. Wherefore then dear 
brethren of Harvest Reformed, may our Lord give you all 
that you stand in need of as you enjoy and use your new 
facilities for the furtherance of the Gospel, that is, to the 
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Reformed faith in all its beauty, and unto our glorious God 
and Savior, in the beauty of His holiness! Our heavenly 
Father, Thy Kingdom come in Minot, and into the hearts and 
lives of Thy people!

II. The State of the Northern Plains Classis within the Re-
formed Church in the United States

Brethren and delegates of the Northern Plains Classis: as a 
Classis, as individual ministers and elders of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ - of the faith, which was once for all delivered 
unto the saints - where will we be within the Reformed 
Church in the United States? (RCUS). That is, as the de-
bates over various issues and truths or doctrines, and long-
standing biblical positions are debated, questioned, and 
perhaps even over-turned, or at least shelved and tabled 
each year, where will we stand? Yes, and will we stand? Will 
we hold firm? Will we remain steadfast? Indeed, how will 
we respond when many of these “old fashioned”, “politically 
incorrect” biblical positions or biblical beliefs, and truths 
are questioned and or challenged? Again, will we respond? 

Well, how we respond may just depend upon how you and 
I ‘feel’, as a Classis, as a local church, as well as individual 
ministers or elders about these things and thus, about these 
battles which are sure to come, and most likely, increase? 
So indeed brethren, do we feel any responsibility or duty 
toward, or for our brethren in the other Classes? For the 
next generation? I ask these questions because dear ones, 
the challenges we face today are nothing new! The spiritual 
warfare that we are called to be engaged is nothing new! For 
many of our forefathers in the faith, faced challenge after 
challenge, before we were born, yes, and while we were still 
in diapers, whereby they suffered through many long, sleep-
less nights, and troubled or strained relationships with their 
fellow soldiers! Yet dear bothers, they did not shrink from a 
good fight! From a good spiritual fight! And why? 

Because they were not fighting necessarily for their own 
personal comfort and peace, but rather for the glory of their 
God and for the sake of God’s elect! Indeed, they actually, 
and truly believed and therefore sought to obey what the 
apostle Paul exhorted young Timothy with: “You therefore, 

my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.” “You 
therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
“Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised 
from the dead according to my gospel, for which I suffer trouble 
as an evildoer, even to the point of chains; but the word of God 
is not chained. . Therefore I endure all things for the sake of 
the *elect that they also may obtain the salvation which is in 
Christ Jesus with eternal glory II Timothy 2: 1, 3, 8-10.” *The 
‘elect’ dear brothers, not just in our day, but the elect whom 
God will save through the ministry of the gospel until He 
returns on the clouds of glory. Yes I am referring to the future 
generations of sinners whom God will save!

So again fellow ministers, elders, deacons and precious 
members in the Lord’s army, involved in all of the local 
and Classical labors and callings, where will we be as these 
spiritual challenges arise? Will we engage in them? Will we 
run? Will we remain on the sidelines and let others do the 
hand to hand combat? Or worse, will we fold our hands and 
hope for the best? Or shall we come after Jesus Christ, deny 
ourselves and take up our crosses and follow Him – desiring 
rather to lose our lives for His sake and the gospel’s? (Mark 8: 
34) Yes, I know, for I myself do not wish to engage my fel-
low ministers or elders, or to get engaged in these spiritual 
battles; no, I would rather remain busy with my particular 
local labors and battles! But I know also brethren, that my 
God will not stand for cowardice, so that whether we like 
it or not – whether we want it or not, He has not given us a 
choice. Rather, we have been commanded by God the Holy 
Spirit in Acts 20: 28: “Therefore take heed to yourselves and to 
all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you over-
seers, to shepherd the church of God which he purchased with 
His own blood.” (See also the verses above from II Timothy)                                  

So in light of these remarks, concerns as well as your reports, 
let us all consider then, the tasks and callings at hand. And 
please, keep praying: “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth, 
as it is in heaven.” hhrr

In Christ’s love and mine, respectfully,                
Rev. Paul H. Henderson
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KASSEL REFORMIERTE KIRCHE 
Kassel Reformed Church 

MemoriesMemories
(Part 2 of 2)

by Inez Sprenger Rose

TThe Church was built on a slightly-higher area at a 
lonely, windy spot by the intersection of two coun-

try roads. The congregation had tried planting trees, but 
they didn’t grow. I think the dirt was too hard and too 
dry, and of course there wasn’t any handy way to water 
them. We had to rely on nature to provide rain. I hardly 
remember a time when it wasn’t windy, either summer 
or winter. We women wore scarves and tried to keep our 
hair in perfect condition while we quickly went from the 
car to the entrance. Kitty-corner across the intersection 
was the cemetery. It had a wire fence around it. After a 
funeral, pallbearers would carry the casket across the 
road to the cemetery. Men of the Church dug the grave a 
day previously, no matter how cold. People would do an 
annual sprucing up, cut grass, and place flowers by Memo-
rial Day if the weather cooperated. We were used to being 
at the Cemetery, walking around, looking up headstones 
of relatives, and reminiscing. It wasn’t a scary place to us; 
it was a normal part of life and death. One song that was 
sometimes sung before the burial was Gott Ist die Liebe 
(God is Love). 

The Church had unique light fixtures made of heavy 
glass: a three-tiered effect, tan with brown crosses on the 
sides. They hung down from the ceiling on a chain. I’ve only 
seen them in one other church. 

Sermons were preached in German until the 1940’s; 
often the men who were preaching would be so heartfelt 
that they would start crying at the pulpit. I remember Mr. 
Jacob Feil, Jr. preaching in German one time, and he did the 
customary blowing and wiping of his nose as he preached 
his message. As children, we were taught the table prayer: 
Abba Liebe, Vater, Amen. When I was staying at the Arvin 
and Evelyn Mettler farm during confirmation classes, she 
surprised me by asking me to say the table prayer, and I 
recited the short one I knew. She laughed and said she was 
waiting for the rest because this one was so short! 

The annual meeting was held in January, and I remember 
that it was always a very cold day when Dad had to drive the 
approximate nine miles to Church. This is when the men 
reviewed the past year and made decisions for the new year. 
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The publication, The Reformed Herald, was something 
we looked forward to receiving in the mail, especially my 
Dad. There were many good articles in there. I loved to read 
and sometimes read it, but I read the Bible very often when I 
was folding laundry at home. I sat on the davenport between 
the two wash baskets, folding laundry, with the Bible on 
my lap. 

Uncle Henry Rau made a scale building of the Church 
and placed it on a post by the Highway 14 intersection so 
people would know where to turn onto the gravel road from 
the East and then go about four miles to the West. The arrow 
at the top pointed the way to the Church. I loved the little 
white building; it looked just like the real one! A few years 
later it disappeared. Gerhard Rau made another flat, cut-out 
building and that was placed there for a few years. 

When we were dating, my husband-to-be didn’t know 
everyone in the church, and he pointed out things about 
several people. When I answered that’s my uncle, that’s my 
cousin, etc, he asked me: Is everyone here related? Yes! I 
answered. Imagine his surprise at this, because he came from 
Virginia on the East Coast where there were many different 
people and races, plus he’d been in many countries by then, 
during his military service. 

Only men were Sunday school teachers. I especially 
remember Art Feil who was mild-mannered and patient, and 
also Edwin Rau. I still have several issues of the “Bible Guide 
for Juniors” which are dated September 14-December 21, 
1969 and were published weekly by the Christian Reformed 
Publishing House in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Each had a 
lesson, a memory verse, and page of activities. The back page 
had a true story of Johanna Veenstra, missionary to Nigeria 
and excerpts taken from her book “Pioneering for Christ in 
the Sudan”. I have issues 1-10 and 12-16. 

In Sunday school, children memorized the Heidelberg 
Catechism, both the questions and the answers. I still have 
my book with the red leather cover published in 1950. There 
were 52 “Sunday” lessons. We typically got confirmed when 

we were about 8th-graders. I was confirmed in 1968. Then, 
we were viewed as adults and members of the congregation! 
Since we shared a pastor with the Peace Reformed Church in 
Upham, confirmation was held at our church one summer, 
then at the Upham church the next year, and so on. Students 
were housed with a family from the other church during the 
week of intensive lessons. My classmates were: Diane Met-
tler, Sherri Brandt, Leon Rau, Gary Dockter, Gene Rau, and 
Alan Schepp. The confirmands also had to sing songs. We 
had to memorize the whole catechism and thought it to be 
hard work because we had to know all the answers as the 
pastor asked them in front of the whole church. My Dad and 
Mom each had to learn it all in both German and English, 
so they had a harder job! 

Pastors I remember well were Lloyd Gross, Vernon Pol-
lema, Neal Riffert, Norman Hoeflinger, Rev. Herman Van 
Stedum, and George Syms. They had quite a job, holding 
Sunday services in Upham where the parsonage was, then 
they got on the road for about an hour and a half to hold 
services in the Kassel Church near Lincoln Valley, then they 
got on the road again to go back home to Upham which was 
about 85 miles, in each direction. The ladies of the church 
took great pride in providing food, fresh produce, fresh 
cream, baked goods, vegetables, and meat to the pastor and 
his family. One pastor’s wife said that they hardly ever had 
to buy groceries, they received so much food from the con-
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gregations each Sunday! My mom would give quart jars of 
meat, or cream and eggs. Families took turns having them 
for Sunday dinner. Other pastors that people mentioned 
often were Pastor Kasper Krueger, Rev. Peter Bauer and 
Rev. John Grossman. The first pastor was Rev. J. Arnold 
and I wonder if my Dad was named after him. One thing 
I remember hearing about often was that the Church was 
very proud of their “church sons” who went into the ministry; 
mostly I heard mention of John Grossman. 

Mission Fests were exciting to me. One of the much-
planned things by the ladies was the food that would be 
served. Mission Fest meant that we would have a long ser-
vice in the morning, then the noon meal and us kids would 
have time to run around outside or up and down the back 
steps, then a long service again in the afternoon, then food 
again! The men, of course, took this day more seriously 
regarding biblical preachings and messages and religious 
goings-on. We all were on our best behavior and in our 
good clothing that day! 

In earlier times, the Church was always open for anyone to 
enter. In later years because of modern-day crime creeping 
into our state, the building was locked, but members of the 
congregation had keys and could accommodate requests 
to enter. The parsonage in the early years was located in 
Lincoln Valley which is now a ghost town, and later years 
in Upham. In 1968, Minot Reformed Church was started 
as a missionary church under the spiritual care of Kassel 
Reformed Church. 

In 1964, Reverend Vernon Pollema came with a new 
energy to our flock, especially the youngsters. He was so 
much fun, yet we knew to take him seriously because he 
was our Pastor. He brought with him a “library” and housed 
it in a closet just off the kitchen in the basement. We were 
able to go down there and choose a book to read, sign it out 
in a notebook, and return it when done. I loved that little 
library, as I loved to read and learn more about the world. 
I think I checked out a book almost every Sunday. I read 
about the pastors who were killed by a native tribe in South 
America and one of them was a Reformed Church minister 
or missionary. I never forgot that book. Reverend Pollema 
also brought his scale model of the Ark of the Covenant. We 
spend a lot of time looking at that model which was kept 
safe under a cover of glass. It certainly brought the image 
of the Ark of the Covenant closer to my mind. I wonder if 
he still has it? 

Each Sunday, a child of school age was assigned to lead 

the singing for one song before the Sermon began. This was 
always a high-anxiety Sunday for me, as I wasn’t comfort-
able being on stage. The task began with picking a song that 
everyone would sing, and then we’d have to lead the prayer 
out loud! 

We had an electric organ which had to be plugged in, and 
the oil in the motor “warmed up” a while before services began 
so that it would play. Mrs. Freda Rau who was from Kief area, 
and Freida Rau who was from Harvey, played music most of 
the services, but I also remember Betty Pollema, Mrs. Gross, 
Carol Feil, Dennis Dockter, and Doris Rau. 

Vacation Bible School was held in a small country school-
house about ¼ mile to the East, up the gravel road. It was 
a two-room schoolhouse that my father had attended as a 
boy, as had most of the grown-ups of the Church. There 
was the main room, and one small room off the side of the 
large room, then the small entryway/coat room where we 
put our metal lunchboxes. The chalkboard covered almost 
the whole west wall. In those days, when we attended for 
the one week each summer, there was a large barrel with 
cold water for drinking, and of course no running water, so 
we used the two out-houses on the west side of the yard. 
The boys played baseball in the tall grass during recess. I 
can’t remember what we girls did during recess. We had 
various teachers through the years. I especially remember 
Alice Dockter who taught my class how to pray, and we’d 
take turns. It was in the little side room. 

One of the items we made in Vacation Bible School 
in the 1960’s was a glass printing. It was a pane of glass, 
painted black, then working from the back we scratched off 
and formed letters to a Bible verse, then crinkled aluminum 
foil in the back, framed it, and hung it up. I was so proud 
of this picture I made, that I’ve had it hanging in my home 
ever since I got married! 

We also made a game called “Bible Game”, and each stu-
dent had either the New Testament or the Old Testament 
part of the board. There were small pictures that we colored, 
and Bible verses, and it was played with tiddly-winks. I had 
the Old Testament side, and my brother Morris had the 
New Testament side. It came with a set of rules, and we 
occasionally played the game at home. It helped us memorize 
verses and tested our knowledge about people and events 
in the Bible. 

In 1963 when a basement was dug, the Church building 
was moved frontwards and onto the basement site. This 
brought it closer to the east-west gravel road. How excit-



14  | Reformed Herald  76 / 02

ing it was to have an actual kitchen (in the basement) and I 
remember the ladies being very happy and excited to have it, 
even though there was no running water. Water was brought 
by people for dishwashing and meals and such. 

In the early years, Sunday services were held in the morn-
ings and in the afternoons; and in 1954, English services were 
held in the morning and German services in the afternoon. 
People brought their lunch, or were invited to other parish-
ioners’ homes for the noon hour. There were many farms 
around the Church, and the people were, for the most part, 
related to the other members. 

I was married in this Church to Willard Rose on 
November 26, 1972; the pastor was Rev. Neale Riffert. The 
day before the wedding was very nice and we went to Har-
vey to get flowers and other items. On the wedding day 
which was Sunday, while the ceremony was going, it started 
to snow and later turned to ice. The reception was held 
in the basement, which consisted of a roast beef dinner 
provided by my parents. Since the weather had turned so 
bad, people hurried to get to their homes while they still 
could. The roads were very icy. We were the last couple to 
be married in this Church when it had a Lincoln Valley 
mailing address. The next week, the address changed to 
Denhoff, ND. Lincoln Valley had become a ghost town and 
Joe Leintz, the implement dealer, was the only remaining 
resident so therefore the post office was closed. 

In 1975, we celebrated Kassel Reformed Church’s 75th 
anniversary, “A Day of Celebration for 75 years of Bless-
ing”. There were morning and afternoon services, former 
pastors, good meals, and lots of visiting and reunions with 
those we had not seen in years. 

In June 2000, upon my parents’ 50th wedding anni-
versary, we had a reunion for all descendants of Heinrich 
and Albertina Sprenger. We sat in the empty Church on 

Saturday and reminisced. We visited the school house and 
heard funny stories from our parents and aunts and uncles 
about the teachers they had, the classes, and shenanigans! 

The weekend festivities coincided with the Kassel 
Reformed Church’s 100th year anniversary. On Sunday, 
the Church had former pastors, many of the congregation 
who lived elsewhere now, sermons in English and German, 
meals, and reunions between people who hadn’t seen each 
other in a long time. It was a very meaningful day. 

At one time, there were nearly 100 members, but by the 
year 2000 it had dwindled to 28. The decision was made to 
stop Sunday services, and congregants could attend else-
where such as in Minot or Anamoose. The last Sunday 
service in this Church was held in 2008. 

In 2015 the decision was made to auction off the Church 
building and all its belongings. This was a sad time for us; 
a large part of our lives was coming to a close. Most of us 
were looking unhappily toward the day of the auction; it was 
going to be so final. It was August 15, a sunny, hot, and windy 
day (of course, windy). Almost all the pews were filled with 
people, and some stood in the back while the auctioneer called 
for bidding, item by item. I purchased a few kitchen items 
and some wooden chairs. I would have liked to have one of 
the pews or one of the light fixtures but didn’t have room in 
our house. It seemed that most people talked about the light 
fixtures; something in all our memories that stood out. The 
thought crossed my mind that I had probably sat on these 
very same chairs 60 years ago! 

On July 15, a month before the auction, there was a thun-
derstorm. During the storm, the wind blew the steeple off 
the top, smashed it down on the ground just East of the 
building, and it cracked ending up with the top broken off. 
When we went to look at it for what would be our last time, 
we found to our amazement that the men who had built 
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the steeple 103 years earlier had signed their names and 
dates with the paint that they were using, on the rafters and 
2x4’s that crisscrossed inside the steeple to give it strength. 
I believe that the windstorm was God’s intervention, a way 
of providing closure to us, a way of showing us that it is now 
time to move on. If it had not happened just the weekend 
before the auction, we would never have known or seen the 
men’s signatures, or known who had a hand in physically 
building it. They were names that we were familiar with, 
men who had been alive when the older members at the 
auction were young, whose sons with the same or similar 
names had been here when I was young. If it hadn’t blown 
down, we of the last generation would never have had the 
opportunity to see and experience this meaningful and his-
torical moment. I believe this was God’s divine intervention 
to give us peace in the midst of our conflicting feelings. 

As we drove down the gravel road leading east after the 
auction, I took a last look back at the Church that I knew I 

would never see again in this form. It had been purchased by 
someone who had plans to convert it into a hunting lodge. 
The chapter in my life of attending the Kassel Reformed 
Church of Lincoln Valley came to a close. 

This article is not an all-inclusive historical document, 
but rather a peek into the past. It has been satisfying to relive 
these precious remembrances, both of people and of occa-
sions. I hope you enjoyed reading about my home church. 
My apologies if I left anyone out as I mentioned names, or 
if I have something incorrect, but it’s what I remember the 
most and may be different from your memories. Thank 
you to people who helped me find pictures, and most of 
all Karen Anderson who went to great lengths to send me 
pictures of the pulpit and the little church model. You are 
all special to me! 

God’s Blessings on You! Ich wünsche Ihnen einen guten 
Tag and a glücklich Leben; wir sehen uns im Himmel. hhrr

Virginia L. Hoeflinger, nee Murphrey, age 95, of Lansing, IL, passed away 
Monday, March 23, 2020.  Beloved wife of the late Rev. Norman C. Hoeflinger.  Lov-
ing mother of Laurel (Robert) Clausing, Fern (Gary) Vander Hart, Sara (William) 
Drennon, and Heidi (David) Brauning. Proud grandmother of 14 grandchildren and 
11 great-grandchildren. Dear sister of Paul (Amy) Murphrey. Preceded in death by two 
brothers and two sisters. Virginia was loved and will be missed by all who knew her.

Private family service, Tuesday, March 24, 2020 at 2:00 p.m. at Smits Funeral Home 
2121 Pleasant Springs Lane (Rt.30 & Pleasant Springs Lane), Dyer, IN with services 

conducted by Rev. Nick Alons.  Interment Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 1:00 p.m. at Salem Ebenezer Reformed 
Church Cemetery – Manitowoc, WI.  Memorial contributions may be given to Arden Courts 2045 E. 170th 
St. South Holland, IL 60473 or St. John’s Reformed Church 1101 S. 26th St. Lincoln, NE 68502.  For further 
information, please contact 219-322-7300.
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Report on Western Classis Meeting

TThe 35th Annual Meeting of the Western Classis of 
the RCUS began at 1:00 PM on Tuesday, March 3rd, 

2020 at Providence Reformed Church in Lodi, CA. Recur-
ring elements were times of worship and devotion, hearing 
of reports and greetings, debate on motions and recommen-
dations, and various examinations and interviews. 

Classis opened with the singing of Come, Thou Almighty 
King and a devotional led by the host pastor, Rev. Doug 
Schlegel from 2 Corinthians 4:1–7. Our service is for the 
sake of Christ; any other motivation is a betrayal of our 
office. This theme was resumed in the worship service 
on Tuesday evening, when Rev. Bristley proclaimed from 
Galatians 1:1–10 that there is one Gospel which is to be 
preached for the love of Christ. The moving necrology 
of Rev. Lloyd Gross which was read by the stated clerk 
provided a vivid illustration of how that commitment is 
embodied in the life of a faithful minister. Elder Matthew 
Davis brought a devotional from Psalm 111 on the blessed-
ness of fearing God, and Dr. Walker brought a devotion 
from Mark 1:35–39, showing the importance and priority 
of prayer in the life of Christ. 

In keeping with that passage, there were frequent 
pauses for prayer concerning the matters brought up in 
reports. The parochial and ministers’ reports speak of the 
marks of the church and the work of the ministry. An 
important element was the labors of ministers who are 
not installed in a charge. Their ongoing work is critical in 
the support of churches without a pastor, as well as Clas-
sical work and overseas missions. In addition, the reports 
of elders from charges without a pastor brought further 
encouragement about the Lord’s faithfulness, even as they 
highlighted the need to pray for laborers to be raised up 
for the harvest. It was an encouragement in this connec-
tion that the bulk of the day was spent in examinations 

and interviews of five men who are interested in the work 
of the Gospel. We had the joy of hearing Rev. Angelo 
Contreras of the URCNA bring fraternal greetings, and 
a letter of greeting from the Chillliwack congregation of 
the Canadian and American Reformed Churches. 

During reports and debate, the body was exhorted to 
do better in communicating and bearing one another’s 
burdens, and in being efficient, diligent, and punctual in 
administrative duties and Classical work. This last point 
was particularly emphasized by the amendment of stand-
ing rule 14 to include a requirement that if permanent 
committee reports will not be submitted by the deadline, 
the executive committee is to be apprised of this fact in 
writing by February 1. 

 Standing rules occupied a significant part of Classis 
debate time, as an amendment and a deletion were also 
suggested for Standing Rules 10 and 19. Funding issues 
remain pressing, and were discussed extensively in con-
nection with standing committee reports. In the face of 
sometimes discouraging mundane matters, we remember 
that in every aspect of the work of the church, we walk by 
faith and not by sight. After a long third day of delibera-
tions, Classis concluded with an encouraging devotion 
led by Elder Jerry DeYoung from Nehemiah 4:4–6 and 1 
Timothy 4:12, confessing our common faith, receiving the 
blessing of, and praising our Triune God. Delegates left an 
exceptionally long and at times complex Classis meeting 
with an awareness of our great need for God’s grace in 
our own hearts and among our churches for the work of 
the Gospel to go forward. May we be strong in the grace 
that is in Christ Jesus (2 Tim 2:1) as the only way to have 
a truly God-glorifying ministry and church life. hhrr

Rev. Ruben Zartman
Shafter, CA
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IIt is my hope that you will see that God’s Providence is 
as much in evidence today as it was in the Scriptures. 

There were many trials on this trip, but God delivered us 
from them all. (Psalm 34:6)

There always is a battle between Satan and our service 
to God. On this trip there were things thrown in our way 
to keep us from serving the Lord in Kenya. The first was 
that Rev. Roe couldn’t go as planned because of illness. 
When this put the September 11 trip in jeopardy, we met at 
PRC, Lodi on Sunday August 25 after the worship service. 
Those present were Rev. Schlegel, Rev. Mayville, Rev. and 
Mrs. Roe and Jerry and Lynette DeYoung. After prayer 
for God’s leading and much discussion, it was decided 
that it was God’s will for Jerry to go rather than Rev. Roe.

Sadly, we couldn’t just put me on Rev. Roe’s reservations. 
We had to cancel Rev. Roe’s reservation, make a whole new 
set of reservations and still get Rev. Mayville and me at the 
same place at the same time. This task was accomplished 
by much hard work by Rev. Roe. His travel insurance didn’t 
reimburse him very well when he had to cancel.

I met a difficult time at my New York transfer. I had to 
leave one terminal and go to another and again go through 
security. The TSA agent at the belt was very impatient 
and yelling at everyone. She kept running things through 
before one could get all their stuff in one tray. My things 
were totally mixed with other people’s things. In my frus-
tration I forgot to take off my money belt and ended up in 
a special room for a near strip search. The Lord provided 
in that I got all my stuff and still made my plane on time. 
Not so with Rev. Mayville in San Francisco, where he lost 
his phone.

After a long plane ride and transfer, I arrived in Kisumu 
with my visa and with great joy, saw Pastor Mayville with 
Pastor John Omoke through the window. Pastor May-
ville had arrived six hours ahead of me and found that 
the hotel reservation (according to the management) was 
non-existent. Thankfully, he was able to rebook, but at a 
higher price than before.

In the morning when I came down for breakfast, which 
was to be at 6:30, I found Fred our taxi driver waiting but 
no food. Finally, at 7:00 food was brought out, but we 
were already very late and ate in haste. I don’t think Pastor 
Mayville had anything to eat. We made it to Omoringamu 
late, but the congregation waited for us and Pastor May-

ville preached by use of an interpreter.  This congregation’s 
pastor is Simeon Matondi. He has a son, Deacon Kennedy, 
who was a great help to us the whole time we were there. 
This young man is to be commended for his hard work 
on our behalf.

Another difficulty thrown our way was that instead 
of a vehicle with high clearance and four-wheel drive, as 
agreed upon, we ended up with a four-door Toyota sedan. 
This was to create more problems for us down the road 
(pun intended). 

We had lunch at pastor Simeon’s home and also met 
with all six pastors, one deacon (Kennedy) and one elder. 
We asked them how we could best serve them and what 
the logistics would be for the time we were with them. 
Instead of having us leave while they discussed these mat-
ters, they just switched languages. We were glad to see that 
each individual there took part in the discussion and no 
one hogged the conversation. It was truly a group decision. 
Once that was done, they switched back to English and 
let us know their desires. It is considered an honor here to 
be able to speak English. Even small children speak their 
local language, but also learn Swahili and English. They 
all wanted to speak to us in English. The picture is Pastor 
Simeon’s family in his yard. The lady at the far right is his 
wife, Mary.

We were fed well in every place we went. One observa-
tion is that it usually was the pastor’s wife who asked the 
blessing on the meal.

Kenya ReportKenya Report Report by Jerry DeYoung to the Kenya Sub-committee
(RCUS Foreign Ministries Committee)
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The churches are built of mud walls and tin roofs. Most 
of the roofs have been paid for by RCUS donations. It is 
important to keep walls dry or they will dissolve. Many 
of the roofs have extra holes in them because they bought 
the metal roof materials used.

At Rosiaga, the next church we visited, we saw a well 
which was paid for by RCUS donations. It was dug by 
hand. They lowered a person in the hole with a spade and 
mattock. They then used a pully to lower a bucket for him 
to fill with dirt. This well is 30 feet deep. It works very well, 
but one concern I had was that it was built only about 30 
feet from the outhouse. I think when we send funds for 
wells, we should instruct them to build it at least 30 meters 
and uphill from the outhouse.

Although it is normally kept in Eengo, they had 
brought the motorcycle purchased with RCUS funds to 
Rosiaga. This motorcycle is used by three pastors. Benard, 
Barton, and John. These three men all live in Eengu, but 
two of them minister to distant congregations. Pastor John 
serves at Eengu, Pastor Benard will drive and drop Pas-
tor Barton off at the congregation to which he ministers 
(Nyamondo) and then go on to his church, Rosiaga. If 
the weather is good, Pastor Benard will return to pick 
up Pastor Barton. If it is bad weather, Pastor Benard will 
return to Eengu by a shorter and better road and Pastor 
Barton will hire a piki (Motorcycle for hire) to give him 
a ride back home. The motorcycle has 48,000 kilometers 
on it. From what we could tell, it appears that they have 
done a good job of maintenance on it. Later in our trip 
(because of a flat tire on the car and a steep long climb) 
Pastor Benard gave both Rev. Mayville and me a ride up 
the hill on it. That was great fun!

Since I mentioned it here, I will just say that we spent 
much time getting out of the car and trying to determine 
the best way to get this little sedan to pass through the 
wash-outs and big holes in the road. Indeed, one time the 
tire went soft. There was no spare, only an inflation pump 
with sealant in it which worked off the cigarette lighter. 
Sadly, the pump and sealant had been used. Therefore, it 
pumped air very slowly with a lot of back pressure because 
of the dried sealant in the hose. We would run it for about 
two minutes and then let it cool for about five minutes. 
This caused us to be very late and it was dark before we 
were able to leave Eengu. Because it is not wise for Cau-
casians to travel alone at night, two of the men went with 
us to get to our hotel. We needed to give them funds to 
return home on pikis. Here again, God did provide that 
we were safe.

Originally, we were to stay at Nyakoe Hotel, but it 
was too expensive. A new hotel, called Itibo Resort, not 

far from Nyakoe, was secured thorough booking.com. 
When we got there, it turned out the room had two beds 
alright, but one was for a young child which neither Pas-
tor Mayville nor I could fit into. The hostess there named 
Elvin (pronounced like Alvin the chipmunk) was very 
helpful and accommodating. She provided us with the 
proper room and also graciously worked with us to be 
able to have a meeting place for two days where the pas-
tors and elders of the churches could come to us and we 
could teach at the hotel. 

Coming to this hotel was also of God’s Providence. We 
were reminded how in John 4:4 it says that Jesus needed 
to go through Samaria. We also needed to be at Itibo. One 
day Elvin asked if we would pray for her and her son. We 
said we would and if she wanted, we would be available 
on Saturday to talk with her more specifically about her 
needs. She is a Seventh Day Adventist and came to us 
after she had attended services at her church. She told 
us of her burden of trying to live by the law and how she 
was failing (Romans 3:20) We explained to her salvation 
by grace through Jesus Christ. As we spoke of things in 
Romans 5-8, one could see the weight being lifted from 
her. We were reminded of Lydia (Acts 16:14) how God 
had “opened her heart” to hear the gospel. She also had 
expressed that she had great difficulty reading her KJ Bible. 
We gave her a modern English Catechism and a NKJ 
Bible. We had written Ephesians 2:8-9 in the dedication 
page of the Bible. By the next day she had it memorized. 

One of the places we visited was the Gucii (pronounced 
goosey) Reformed Theological College. The reason for 
starting this college was that in the past, men had to leave 
Kenya, go to Uganda and be away from their wives and 
families for three weeks at a time. This was expensive and 
very difficult on their married lives. In addition, they were 
taught OPC church government instead of Reformed 
Church government. All six pastors are on the board at 
GRTC and three of them, John, Barton, and Wilfred are 
professors here. Pastor Mayville and I did our first two 
days of teaching at this site in Kenyenya. Kenyenya is a 
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large town centrally located in relation to the six churches. 
The catechisms, you see in the picture, were donated by 
Rev. Roe. He gave enough to give each pastor and one elder 
in each church a copy. 

One custom that I had to get accustomed to was that 
they consider it a gross insult for a guest to carry anything. 
Every place we went, some lady would come and take my 
backpack from off me to carry it. When I said I never got 
comfortable with that custom, the ladies of PRC said it 
was best I didn’t expect that treatment here in the US. 

Every church has many orphans. Especially those near 
Masai tribal lands (Rosiaga and Nyabitunwa) where par-
ents had been killed. The orphans in the picture (nest 
page) are at the Nyabitunwa church, where Pastor Evans 
serves. The government has stepped in on this conflict 
and in the last five years there has been peace between 
the Kisii and the Masai. Masai children even attend one 
of the schools in Kisii and there has been intermarriage 
between Masai and Kisii people. This would have been 
unheard of just seven years ago. 

One young lady of 22 years old is an orphan. I won-
dered why a person of that age is considered an orphan. I 
was told that a girl has almost no hope of surviving on her 
own except by selling herself for sex. It is very important 
for them to find husbands for these girls. The same situa-
tion is there for widows of the church. There is very little 
hope for them to be able to care for themselves. 

 I would often interview the orphans and Pastor May-
ville would take pictures. We found that worked better 
than posed pictures because they would never smile for 
the camera. One little boy I talked to, maybe five years 
old, had been abandoned along with his older sister. A 
deacon from the church found them in bad conditions 
and took them home. When interviewing the children, I 
would always shake their hand and try to make them at 
ease. I loved talking to them. This boy, once I shook his 
hand, would not let go of my hand during the whole time 

I talked with him. My heart goes out to him.

The church at Nyamondo is served by Pastor Barton. 
It is mostly composed of elderly people. The oldest person 
is a man named Stephen. He is 89 years old. He had been 
baptized by Pastor Mayville ten years ago. He spoke to us 
in a strong voice welcoming us to their church. When we 
shook hands with this man it was amazing the grip he had 
as he joyfully pumped our arm up and down. A major dif-
ficulty faced by this congregation, other than being older, is 
that it sets near the road and the government has decided 
to widen the road (They might consider taking out a few 
bumps and holes first). The realignment of the road will 
wipe out about eight feet of the church building. There 
will be no compensation, they will just have to move the 
church building. The only thing they can salvage will be 
the tin roof. You will be hearing more about this church 
as we try to raise funds to relocate it.

Pastor Wilfred serves the Nyarenda Church. This was 
the last church we visited, and Pastor Mayville preached. 
This church is very near where Meshack is. For the new-
est members of our committee, Pastor Meshack was the 
leader of the Free Reformed Church of Kenya churches up 
until 2010. Meshack has aligned himself with Pentecostal 
churches. He has caused great distress to the RFCK. On 
Sundays, when Pastor Wilfred preaches, Meshack plays 
loud music on five speakers pointed in the direction of 
the Nyarenda church to drown out the service. Because 
he didn’t want any other men to be pastors, Meshack had 
Pastor Barton arrested at the Ugandan border when he 
went to attend KTC. He told the authorities that Bar-
ton was trafficking children between Kenya and Uganda. 
He spent three days in jail. He also had Pastor Wilfred 
arrested in his own home on trumped up charges. The 
authorities in the area finally told Meshack that he needed 
to “leave the people (of the RFCK) in peace.” There was 
much more told us of the activities of Meshack, but what 
I have written will suffice.
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At the end of the church service in each church, they 
take the offering by placing a basket on a chair and each 
person brings his contribution to put in the basket. We 
made it a practice to put some shillings in the basket as 
well. At one church, a young man of maybe twelve years 
brought up a plastic bag with five tomatoes in it. He gave 
what he had available to give.

On our way to the airport to leave Kenya, we stopped 
at a place near Oyugis, (about 45 minutes beyond Kisii) 
as we headed to Kisumu. The men we met there are not 
affiliated with the RFCK but they are reformed. They 
have started a college there to teach men to be pastors. 
The GRTC classes meet on Wednesdays. Then the three 
professors take turns going to Oyugis to teach there on 
Thursdays. This group is presently self-supporting. 

After leaving Oyugis, we headed for the airport at 
Kisumu in order to fly to Nairobi. On the way the nut 
holding the right front strut of the car let loose. Kennedy 
went on a piki to the next town about seven miles away 
and got a mechanic. Work as he might, he couldn’t get the 
car fixed on time. Rev. Mayville called the Kenya Airways 
and rescheduled our flight to the last flight out for that 
night. If we didn’t make that, there was no flight until the 
morning and the rest of our reservations would be totally 
messed up. I spent time in prayer asking God to guide and 
help us in this difficult situation.

Ultimately, we had to leave two young men who had 
come with us (Deacon Kennedy and Pastor Evans) the 

funds to get the car fixed and return it to the rental person. 
Pastor Wilfred flagged down a Matatu (14 passenger van) 
to take us to the Nairobi airport. With the promise of a 
special tip, they took the sign out of their window, picked 
up no new passengers, and drove on the dirt roads like Jehu 
to get us there on time. While we were rushing through 
traffic at breakneck speed Pastor Mayville said, “Either 
we will make it on time, or we’ll be killed in an accident.  
I saw a sign on the window of the Matatu, “God’s timing 
is perfect…..He’s not in a hurry. :>)

When it became obvious that we wouldn’t make the 
deadline for checking our bags, Rev. Mayville called 
Kenyan Airlines to let them know that we were running 
late. It is a long story as to what we had to endure in 
the airport, but ultimately, we were both running behind 
a Kenyan Airways worker (me in stocking feet because 
they were calling our names while in security, to board 
the plane) through the airport. We ran up the steps to the 
plane, sat down to put on our seatbelts as the pilot called 
to close the doors and crosscheck. The plane began taxiing 
immediately. Again, God’s Providence held the plane and 
got us here just in time to take off.

We had to split up in Nairobi for our flights home. We 
are so thankful to God for all He is doing in Kenya. hhrr

Jerry DeYoung
Elder PRC Lodi

There is a much more detailed report that I have written with more information and more pictures. It is 48 pages long, but I will send it to 
anyone who would like to read it. If interested, send an email to jerrylynette@msn.com and I will try to attach it to a return email.
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1. DEATH STRANGER THAN FICTION, TOO.
A remarkable providence is an event so wondrous that it 
is tantamount to a miracle, but without God’s suspending 
any of His laws. Such providence may occur not just in 
life, but also in the context of death. The second of these 
occurred in the ministry of the German Reformed minister, 
John Theobald Faber, Jr., (1771-1833), who was the oldest 
son of the Rev. John Theobald Faber. While preaching a 
funeral sermon in his charge at Goshenhoppen, Pa., he was 
attacked by palsy, and rendered unconscious as he neared 
the completion of his sermon. He was carried home where 
he died some ten days later. What, then, is the remarkable? 
He died in the same church and in the same pulpit with the 
same sickness while preaching on the same topic (a funeral 
sermon) as his father some forty-five years earlier. The Rev. 
Henry Harbaugh makes this application:

“How solemn a death was that of the Fabers!...especially 
for a minister in the pulpit to depart, with the very words of 
his message to dying men warm upon his lips...” Let us live 
according to the couplet of Richard Baxter:

“To preach as though I ne’er should preach again,

And as a dying man, to dying men!”   

2. APOSTLE JOHN FLEES A BATHHOUSE
There is an ancient story shared by Polycarp (69-156) with 
the church father Irenaeus (130-202) about the Apostle John’s 
flight from a bathhouse (Polycarp seemed to have known 
John personally.) On one occasion John was enjoying cleans-
ing warmth and steam in a Roman bathhouse (which was 
common in those days), but when the steamy clouds cleared, 
he espied the heretic Cerinthus, sitting directly across from 
him. Cerinthus was a committed Gnostic, an arch heretic 
who denied the incarnation, the real crucifixion of Christ, 
and His bodily resurrection. As if he read the answer to 
question #10 of the Heidelberg Catechism, about God’s “just 
judgment in time and eternity,” or Paul’s warning that “evil 
communications corrupt good manners,” John quickly fled.  

 3. RUTH BELL GRAHAM (1920-2007)
Ruth Bell Graham was the daughter of Dr. L. Nelson Bell, a 
well-known minister and medical missionary in the South-
ern Presbyterian Church in China. Ruth Bell was born in 

China and craved to be a foreign missionary, but while 
attending Wheaton College, she met and accepted the pro-
posal of Billy Graham, who she married in 1943. Although 
married to the most famous evangelist in the 20th century, 
she clung to many of her earliest convictions, never resign-
ing from the Presbyterian church, even though her husband 
remained a life-long Baptist. One of her deepest convictions 
was to censure Gospel ministers who intermingled politics 
with Christianity, which she believed compromised their 
witness for Christ by identifying Christ too closely with a 
political party. She was uncompromising in this conviction, 
and when she and Billy were supping at table with President 
Lyndon Baines Johnson in 1964, and the President asked 
Billy’s advice about who should be his vice-Presidential mate, 
she startled her husband with a swift kick!

On another occasion, Reformed pastor Allister Begg 
reports that while on his honeymoon that he and his bride 
were invited by the Grahams for lunch in their home in 
Montreat, North Carolina. While sitting around a lazy 
susan, Pastor Begg noticed a sign on her kitchen sink that 
reflected Ruth Graham’s commitment to her calling as 
wife, mother, and domestic engineer; the sign read: “Divine 
service conducted here three times daily.”   

4. TEACH YOUR CHILDREN PATIENTLY:
Susanna Wesley (1669-1742) was one child of 25(!) and 
became the mother of nearly 10 children herself, includ-
ing her most famous progeny, John and Charles Wesley. 
As a mother she was both strict and patient, and a gifted 
teacher. On one occasion her husband praised her after he 
observed her issuing the same instructions to her child. “I 
wonder at your patience,” he said, amazed. “You have told 
that child twenty times the same thing.” She countered: 
“If I had satisfied myself by mentioning it only nineteen 
times, I should have lost all my labor.”

On another occasion, she urges parents to subdue the 
self-will of their children:

“Heaven or hell depends on this alone, so that the par-
ent who studies to subdue [self-will] in his child works 
together with God in the renewing and saving a soul. The 
parent who indulges it does the Devil’s work; makes reli-
gion impracticable, salvation unattainable, and does all 
that in him lies to damn his child body and soul forever.” 

Anecdotes From Church HistoryAnecdotes From Church History
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5. LUTHER AND HIS KATIE
Katherine von Bora (1499-1550), Martin Luther’s famous 
wife, was a singular rose, faithful wife and mother and her 
relationship with her famous husband was both godly, sub-
missive, and often playful. (She was known as “the morning 
star of Wittenberg” because she arose each day at 4:00 A.M. 
to manage the Black Cloister that contained forty rooms 
reserved for guests). On one occasion, when her husband’s 
melancholy plunged him into a kind of self-entombment, 
she dressed herself in black to underscore the extremity of 
his plaintiveness. When he asked why she donned the black, 
she replied that it was entirely appropriate for he was acting 
as if God was dead.

On another occasion Luther got sweet revenge: in 1546 
and returning from a conference with the dukes in Eisleben, 
he wrote a missive that gently corrected his wife, who was 
anxious for his physical welfare:

“To the saintly, worrying Lady Katherine Luther, doctor 
at Zulsdorf and Wittenberg, my gracious dear wife: We 
thank you heartily for being so worried that you can’t sleep, 
for since you started worrying about us, a fire broke out 
near my door and yesterday, no doubt due to your worry, 
a big stone, save for the dear angels, would have fallen and 
crushed us like a mouse in a trap. If you don’t stop worry-
ing, I’m afraid the earth will swallow us.” (my emphases)

6. APOSTATE REASON IN THE DOCK:
James Ross Riley (1788-1844) ministered in the German 
Reformed Church for many years. Besides his pastoral skills, 
he was noted for his uplifting cheer, innocent repartee, and 
good humor, which he exercised frequently. On one occa-
sion, when in the company of other ministers of like mind, 
they stopped at noon at a diner. Unbeknownst to him, a 
Lutheran minister who was deeply-dyed in rationalism (that 
is, the employment of reason apart from the Word of God), 
was dining in the same establishment. Seeing Riley, who 
he already knew, he tried to parade the “brilliance” of his 
rationalism, engaging Riley in an argument, and demand-
ing that Riley answer his question: “What is reason?” Riley 
was eager to answer: “O well, reason, reason, is something 
which one takes by the nose and turns any way one listeth.” 
The “discussion” abruptly ended, with Riley’s companions 
fighting off grins.    

7. LLOYD-JONES’ WISHFUL EMENDATION
Around 1970 the gifted minister and preacher, D. Mar-

tyn-Lloyd Jones, visited the United States on a preaching 
and seminary tour at Westminster Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia, where he lectured on Preachers and Preach-
ing (the title of a forthcoming book). While on the road 

and preaching, he was invited to preach at Knox Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church in Silver Spring, Maryland. For hous-
ing he was hosted by a family in Rockville, Maryland. One 
day when returning to his temporary “home” on the road, 
and with his hosts behind the wheel, they passed a cemetery 
called Gate of Heaven Cemetery, which is Roman Catholic. 
When the full name of the cemetery registered, Dr. Jones 
said to his hosts: 

“I’d like to get out of the car and write: 
“...Via Purgatory.”  

8. JENNY GEDDES (1600-1660)
A famous woman in Presbyterian history is Jenny Geddes, 
whose fling of a stool launched the Scottish Reformation on 
Sunday, July 23, 1637 in the St. Giles’ Church in Edinburgh. 
Jenny was a street-seller who embraced the more Puritan 
and Reformed distinctives of Episcopacy in England and 
Scotland. When the first use of the Book of Common Prayer 
and the Sacraments designed for Scotland was read by James 
Hannay, Dean of Edinburgh, she arose and threw a stool 
at his head, calling him out: “De’ill gie you colic, the wame 
o’ ye, fause thief, daur ye say Mass in my lug?”, which being 
translated is: “Devil cause you colic in your stomach, false 
thief, dare you say Mass in my ear?” 

The incident led to Jenny’s ejection from the service. 
Outside, however, St. Giles’ was encircled by the batter-
ing fists, thunderous voices of protest, and stools of angry 
Protestants, causing mayhem throughout Edinburgh, and 
serving as a catalyst that sparked war between the Three 
Kingdoms in Britain, the execution of Charles I, and the 
rise of Oliver Cromwell.

Note: Jenny Geddes appeared on the scene and just as 
quickly vanished from history. She reminds us of Pietje Bal-
tus, a member of the Reformed Church in Holland during 
the days of Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920) and his first pas-
torate, when he was fresh out of seminary and very liberal 
in his theology. He didn’t begin to preach the gospel until 
Pietje witnessed and converted him. 

9. TRAGIC IGNORANCE OF GOD 
Robert Owen (1771-1858) was a Welsh social reformer and 
philanthropist. In England there were many heart-wrench-
ing stories about young people who labored in the coal mines 
in miserable conditions. Owen once talked to a twelve-year 
breaker boy who was coal black and very much spent from 
digging shale. “Do you know God?” Owen asked. “ The boy 
replied: “No. He must work in some other mine.”

  Rev. Jim West
Sacramento, CA
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Hannah Rae Reidt
Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, SD rejoices to announce 
that Hannah Rae Reidt was received into communicant 
membership on January 19th, 2020 upon making a public 
profession of faith.

ChurchNews

Covenant baptism
Grace Reformed Church, Mitchell, SD, rejoices to announce 
that Evan Alexander Carroll received covenant baptism on 
January 12th, 2020. Pictured is Evan with his parents, Joe 
and Emily Carroll.
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Though the fig tree may not blossom,
Nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive may fail ,
And the fields yield no food;

Though the flock may be cut off from the fold ,
And there be no herd in the stalls— 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord ,
I will joy in the God of my salvation.

(HABAKKUK 3:17-18)


