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Living in the Gap

Can anyone deny that today’s secular culture is pretty much intolerable of overt 
displays of the Jesus-side of Christmas. So it is rather bold of a McDonald’s in 
Tennessee to actually have a nativity illustration on their window which openly 
declares: His Name is Jesus.   That went viral on the social media.  Whatever 
one think of that display, it does highlight that Christmas is about an historical 
event; the birth of Jesus the Christ.  It’s a beloved truth of God’s Word:    For 
there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord (Luke 2:11, NKJV). Jesus’ birth marked the coming into the world of the 
Messiah promised by the Old Testament scriptures (Gen 3:15, Isaiah 7:14, for 
instance). He was named Jesus because it was the eternally decreed mission of 
Christ, the eternal Son of God, to become incarnate to save His people from 
their sins (Matt 1:21). Christ Jesus would do this by way of historic, gospel re-
corded events:  His bodily crucifixion, resurrection and ascension.  To us whom 
God has graciously and mercifully united to Christ Jesus by faith, those events 
grant comforting salvation benefits that are ours already now as we live our pres-
ent earthly lives, and this following list is not even close to being comprehensive!

We Christians already have: Redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins (Eph 1:7).

Already: having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ (Rom.5:1).

Already: He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us 
into the kingdom of the Son of His love (Col 1:13).

Already: if you are Christ’s then you are Abraham’s seed, and inheritors of 
the promise (Gal.3:29)

Already: our citizenship is in heaven (Phil 3:20).
Already: if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation (2 Cor 5:17)
Already: the Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are chil-

dren of God, and if children, then heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may be glorified together (Rom.8:16-17).

Already: we have boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Christ, by a 
new and living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His 
flesh….(Hebrews 10:19-20).

Already: if God is for who can be against us?  Who shall separate us from 
the love of Christ? (Rom 8:31b,36a)

But we Christians live in the gap between what is already true of us in Christ 
and what will be consummately true of us when we are glorified, which is not 
yet. The not yet awaits the return in glory of our Lord Jesus Christ and our own 
glorification and being taken to dwell forever in the new heavens and new earth.  
Only then, when our eternal dwelling place has been freed from its bondage to 
corruption; only then, when our sanctification is completed and we are no longer 
able to sin; only then, when we are the church victorious, ,only then will there 
be no more gap between the already and the not yet. At Christ Jesus’ return we, 
grafted into Him by faith, will experience forever the consummate fullness of our 
redemption. As we individually may already confess to our comfort while living 
in the gap:  I shall after this life possess complete blessedness, such as eye has not seen, 
nor ear heard, neither has entered into the heart of man, therein to praise God forever 
(HC #58).

But our present reality is life in the gap.  This present evil age has not yet 
passed away, God has not yet completed the good work He began in us Phil 1:6), 
the great deceiver and tempter is still with us (2 Pet. 5:8)  and we are yet look-
ing forward for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells 
(2 Pet.3:13).
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And we need to know what to expect as we live in the 
gap, awaiting Christ’s return and the fullness of our re-
demption in Him.   Notice Scripture says that we are 
co-heirs with Christ provided we suffer with Him (in the 
gap) in order to be glorified with Him.  This suffering as 
Christians we should expect even as we already have peace 
with God.  Peace on earth is quite obviously not yet. Jesus 
said so in preparing His disciples to live in the gap with 
true, realistic expectations:  Do you suppose that I came 
to give peace on earth? I tell you, not at all, but rather 
division (Luke 12: 51).  Do not think that I came to bring 
peace on earth. I did not come to bring peace but a sword 
(Matt.10:34). Jesus highlighted the discord, the division, 
the enmity even from within families that His disciples 
should expect while living in the gap. In the world you will 
have tribulation, Jesus said ( John 16:33).   If you were of 
the world, the world would love its own. Yet because you 
are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you ( John 15:19). 

Life in the gap is not of ease, but we experience, as Jesus 
tells us, all manner of tribulations, hardships, and trials and 
sufferings that bring tears of sorrow and pain. Note that it 
is only when there is no more gap between the already and 
the not yet that God will wipe away every tear from their 
eyes, there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor cry-
ing.  There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away (Rev. 21:4) Because life in the gap is life 
of the “former things”, i.e. life in this present sinful world, 
lived in our mortal, sin-afflicted, dying flesh.  Life in the gap 
is life in cultures that disdain Christ and show their hateful 
intolerance toward those who worship and serve Him as 
His disciples.

Living in the gap, well, isn’t is so?.....it’s prone at times 
to have us yet fallible Christians become anxious, fearful, 
frustrated, feeling helpless and even depressed. If and when 
that is so, what should we be doing? Remind ourselves of 
what is already true for us in Christ and make sure to set 
before ourselves the assured anticipation of the glorious, 
consummate not yet of Christ’s certain return. We need 
to place ourselves regularly within the proclamation of the 
gospel and the admonishing and encouraging fellowship 
of the saints in order to keep the Christian perspective on 
life in the gap. We must use the ordinary means of grace 
by which God keeps us persevering in a life of faith and 
its hope in the not yet as we experience the tribulations 
of life in the gap.   The life of tribulation is, after all, only 

a “breath” (Eccl.) compared to the eternity of glory that 
awaits. As the apostle Paul so well sets forth that needed 
Christian perspective:   For I consider that the sufferings 
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory which shall be revealed in us (Rom. 8:18). 

When life in the gap makes us confessing Christians act 
dour rather than rejoicing, let’s be reminding ourselves of 
the already benefits of Christ’s first coming into the world 
to save us from our sins;  the victory that is already ours 
over the power of sin and death, a victory we will enjoy 
in its consummate fullness when the not yet becomes our 
eternal experience.  As we live in the gap, let’s keep telling 
ourselves that yes, Jesus told us we would have tribulation 
in this world, but He adds these encouraging words: but be 
of good cheer, I have overcome the world ( John 16:33).

And as Christ tells us via His apostle Paul, us who live 
in the gap with all of its tribulations, distresses, dangers 
and persecutions: Yet in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us (Rom 8:37).  
And let’s be re-asserting to ourselves that we know that all 
things work together for good to those who love God, 
who are called according to His purpose (Rom.8:28).

And as we live in the gap, we know that the Christ who 
purchased His church with His precious blood is yet, with 
all authority in heaven and on earth, gathering and defend-
ing and preserving His  church to its fullness and triumph 
( I Cor.15:25).

So let us live in the gap with the realistic expectations 
given us by our Redeemer. Given the already benefits the 
incarnate Son of God and Son of Man gained for us by His 
finished work on earth, let our joy and delight and comfort 
in Christ be evident to this present world.

Let us witness to the comfortless the comfort and peace 
of the already that is ours by faith in Jesus Christ, as well as 
the comforting assurance of the not yet of His return that 
is the hope whose realization we so longingly anticipate.

Let us Christians in this Christmas season be bold to 
compassionately, with love, proclaim the reason for the sea-
son.  It’s about the birth of the One with the only Name 
under heaven given among men by which we must be 
saved (Acts 4:12). His name is Jesus Christ!  Hallelujah!!!! 
hr

George Horner

Ridgeland, SC

As we live in the gap, let our joy and delight and comfort in 
Christ be evident to this present world.
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Why did Jesus come into this world? Do you know the answer to 
this question? If we took a survey, I think you would be amazed 

by the confusion and distortion of many professing Christians, who attend 
Bible-believing churches, concerning this question. Yet Scripture clearly 
answers the question of why Jesus came into this world. 1 Timothy 1:15, 

“Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” In John 10:10, Jesus 
said He came to “lay down His life for His sheep.” John 1:29 states that 
Jesus is “The Lamb of God who came to take away the sin of the world.” 
In Ephesians 2:16, the Apostle Paul wrote that Jesus came that He might 
reconcile sinners to God through the cross. Luke 4:18-19 tells us that Jesus 

“came to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives and 
recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.” We also read in Matthew 
1:21 that Jesus “came to save His people from their sins.” And in our text, 
Jesus tells us another reason why He came into this world, “For the Son of 
man has come to seek and to save that which was lost” (Luke 19:10). This 
statement sums up the entire life and ministry of Jesus, and it’s a statement 
that is at the very heart of the Gospel message and is the very foundation 
that the Church of Jesus Christ is built upon.

There’s much today that would try to turn our focus away from the Gospel. 
And whenever we find our attention wandering or our faith wavering, or we 
find ourselves becoming confused about the true meaning of Christ’s birth, 
then we should remember our text: “The Son of man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” 

The first thing we need to see in our text is that Jesus is the One who does 
the seeking. Many churches today talk about unbelievers seeking the Lord. 
We even have a whole theology in our day of churches being seeker sensitive 
so that unbelievers are not offended. But what’s clear in Scripture is that no 
unbeliever seeks the Lord. Romans 3:10-11: “As it is written: “There is none 
righteous, no, not one; There is none who understands; There is none who 
seeks after God.” Jesus said in John 6:44, “No one can come to Me unless the 
Father who sent Me draws him.” And in John 6:65 we read, “Therefore I have 
said to you that no one can come to Me unless it has been granted to him by 
My Father.” 

Seeking after God is the vocation of the believer and the only reason he 
seeks after God is because he was found by Jesus Christ. You see, many in the 
church today say that unbelievers seek after God because they don’t believe 
man is as bad as Scripture teaches. They say man is sinful but that doesn’t 
mean he can’t decide on his own to follow Christ. But our text teaches that 
every man in his fallen, unregenerate state is lost. Jesus said he came to seek 
and to save that which was lost. The word “lost” in the Greek means “destroyed, 
ruined, or dead.” In other words, man is completely unable and unwilling in 
his lost condition to seek after Jesus. That’s the very essence of being lost -- you 

Why Did Jesus Come 
Into This World? 
“For the Son of man is come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” – Luke 19:10

The Babe
See the little Baby, 

King of all the earth.
Angels are so happy

O’er His wond’rous birth.

Lowly in a manger
Lay the Babe that night.

Of the Father’s glory
He’s th’ effulgence bright.

Willingly He cometh
God’s decree to do;

Though assuming manhood
Bideth Godhead true.

Humbly, meek, a Servant,
Not despising death;
To redeem the sinner
Gave His last breath.

Faithful to His Father, 
Doing all things well,
He ascends to glory, 

Conqu’ring death and hell.

Men, adore this wonder:
God and man in one!

What a glorious Savior
Has Salvation won!

E. Buehrer
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don’t know which way is the right way. But it goes even 
further than this when we speak about spiritual dead-
ness. The man who is lost spiritually doesn’t know where 
he is going because he doesn’t think he’s lost and neither 
does he have a compass to help him navigate through life. 
That’s how blind he really is. The Canons of Dort, 3&4 
Head of Doctrine, Article 1 reads, “Man was originally 
formed after the image of God. His understanding was 
adorned with a true and saving knowledge of his Creator, 
and of spiritual things; his heart and will were upright, all 
his affections pure, and the whole man was holy. But, re-
volting from God by the instigation of the devil and by 
his own free will, he forfeited these excellent gifts; and in 
the place thereof became involved in blindness of mind, 
horrible darkness, vanity, and perverseness of judgment; 
became wicked, rebellious, and obdurate in heart and will, 
and impure in his affections.”

Paul wrote in Ephesians 2 that man comes into this 
world dead in trespasses and sins, walking according to 
the ways of this sinful world, which is according to Satan, 
and he lives according to the lusts of his flesh, fulfilling 
the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and is by nature a 
child of wrath. 2 Timothy 2:24-26, “And a servant of the 
Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, 
patient, in humility correcting those who are in opposi-
tion, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that 
they may know the truth, and that they may come to their 
senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken 
captive by him to do his will.” 1 Corinthians 2:14, “But 
the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit 
of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know 
them, because they are spiritually discerned.” John 3:19-
20, “And this is the condemnation, that the light has come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, 
because their deeds were evil. For everyone practicing evil 
hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his 
deeds should be exposed.” We can clearly see from Scrip-
ture that the man who is lost is neither willing nor able 
to seek after Christ. That’s why our text says, “the Son of 
man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.” Is 
it your confession that Christ found you while you were 
lost? Do you believe that unless Christ came seeking you, 
you would have no hope of escaping your lost condition? 
This ought to be the confession of all who trust in Jesus 
Christ because this is the truth of Scripture. 

Our confession ought to be that of the Prodigal son’s 

father in Luke 15, “For this my son was dead and is alive 
again; he was lost and is found.” Or the blind man in John 
9 who said, “One thing I know: that though I was blind, 
now I see.” Is your confession, “I was dead, but now I live; 
I was lost but now I’m found; I was blind but now I see”? 
Do you sing with the hymn writer, “Amazing Grace, How 
sweet the sound, That saved a wretch like me, I once 
was lost, but now am found, T’was blind but now I see”? 
We didn’t make ourselves alive, found, or give ourselves 
sight; Jesus did that alone of mere grace. And if we don’t 
realize how bad we are because of our sins we will never 
fully appreciate how wonderful the good news of the 
Gospel truly is. 

Do you see the point? Christ Jesus came into this world 
to seek and to save spiritually rotten people: convicts, 
murderers, thieves, rapists, drug dealers, prostitutes, li-
ars, adulterers, idolaters, and alcoholics. The Apostle Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians 6:9-11: “Do you not know that the 
unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not 
be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adul-
terers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners 
will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but 
you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God.” Christ didn’t come to save good 
people; there are none. He came to save lost sinners. Jesus 
said, “For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, 
to repentance” (Matthew 9:13). Our acts of hatred and 
our failure to love God and our neighbor manifested our 
lost condition, and that’s why Christ came -- “to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” 

A second thing we notice from our text is that Jesus 
saves those whom He seeks. Notice what He said, “for 
the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which 
was lost.” In other words, the reason Jesus came seeking 
certain individuals who were lost was to save them. Now 
what does it mean to be saved? It means forgiveness of 
sins, reconciliation, and peace with God (Eph. 1:7; Rom. 
5). It means the imputation of Christ’s righteousness (2 
Cor. 5:21). It means redemption, being purchased by the 
blood of Christ (1 Cor. 6:20) and being adopted into the 
family of God (Gal. 4:5). It means satisfaction of God’s 
justice, favor, and acceptance with God for the sake of 
Christ’s merits. It means that sin no longer rules us, but 
we are now ruled by the principle of grace. To be saved 

Christ didn’t come to save good people; there are none. He 
came to save lost sinners. Jesus said, “For I did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners, to repentance” (Matthew 9:13).
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means we no longer walk in darkness, but we have been 
translated into the kingdom of light (Col. 1:13). To be 
saved means we have been granted everlasting life and will 
nevermore come under condemnation for our sins (Rom. 
8:1). It means we have been rescued from the guilt and 
penalty of our sins. Christ has covered our sins with His 
precious blood and has driven them out into the wilder-
ness, never to be remembered against us again (Psalm 
103:12). This is symbolically and wonderfully demon-
strated on the Day of Atonement in Leviticus 16 with the 
two goats. “Then Aaron shall cast lots for the two goats: 
one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the scapegoat. 
And Aaron shall bring the goat on which the LORD’s lot 
fell and offer it as a sin offering. But the goat on which the 
lot fell to be the scapegoat shall be presented alive before 
the LORD, to make atonement upon it, and to let it go as 
the scapegoat into the wilderness” (vss. 8-10).  

To be saved means to be spared from the just judgment 
of God’s wrath against our sins and granted everlasting 
life. Romans 6:23 tells us that “the wages of sin is death” 
and we have all earned these wages. “But the gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” To be saved by 
Christ also means to be justified. Being justified is to be 
declared right with God based upon Christ’s merits.  If 
Christ has saved you, then God has declared your sin-
debt to be wiped clean -- never to be remembered against 
you again -- cast as far as the east is from the west. Not 
because of what you’ve done or who you are, but because 
of what Christ has done and who He is; He has saved the 
lost by His perfect law-abiding life and sin-atoning death. 
He alone has fulfilled all the righteous demands of God’s 
Law in the place of every individual the Father has given 
unto Him ( John 6:37).

Do you know why Christ came? You say, “Yes, to seek 
and to save sinners.” But do you say this because the Spirit 
of God has caused you to see yourself as a rebellious 

individual who is worthy and deserving of Hell? Do you 
realize the sinfulness of your heart and how hopeless 
your situation would be apart from Jesus Christ? Do you 
confess that Jesus came to seek and save you? By true 
faith, do you cast yourself only upon Jesus as your faithful 
Savior? Jesus came to seek and to save -- not all sinners 

-- but He came to seek and to save His people from their 
sins (Matthew 1:21). He came for His sheep ( John 10). 
He came for His chosen ones, all those given to Him by 
the Father from before the foundation of the world ( John 
6:37). It’s for these that Christ came to seek and to save. 

Are you anxious today? Is your heart unsettled be-
cause of your sin? Are you weary because of the lies you 
hear all around you today and even the lies in your own 
heart? Well, our text gives us great hope that will bring 
peace to your soul and renewed confidence in the God 
of Scripture: “The Son of man has come to seek and to 
save that which was lost.” Beloved in Christ, at the heart 
of Christmas is the most beautiful and comforting teach-
ing of Scripture, “that the Son of Man has come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” May Christ be your fo-
cus in this year’s Christmas celebration and always. And 
may you never lose the wonder of the Gospel, that Jesus 
Christ came into this world to live the perfectly righteous 
life that we all have failed to live, and to suffer God’s just 
judgment against our sins in order that we might become 
the righteousness of God in Him (2 Cor. 5:21). Trust in 
Jesus, the only One who has come to seek and to save lost 
sinners! “Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no 
other name under heaven given among men by which we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12).

Pastor S. Henry

Sutton, NE

Sowing Machines
Pictured are the young ladies who have graduated from the sewing classes in the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo.  The Congo Economic Development Fund has 
sent funds for three of these ladies to have a sewing machine of their own.  These 
funds have been donated by both church groups and individuals.  We are also 
sending funds to purchase a new sewing machine for the sewing classes.  The 
ones they have are 13 years old and becoming worn.  We hope to also send funds 
to repair some of the worn machines.  If you wish to help with getting machines 
for more of the girls, they cost 150.00 each. 

Funds of any amount may be sent to  the Congo Economic Development Committee, 245 East 
Vine Street, Lodi, CA 95240.  If you wish the funds to be used for sewing machines, mark that on 
the check. 
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As I write this there are ministers of the Gospel 
sitting in class down the hall. These men are 

taking a course which is designed to assist the busy 
pastor to keep current with using the original lan-
guages in sermon preparation.

This course is part of the DMin. Program at Hei-
delberg Seminary. Why should a busy pastor who cer-
tainly does not have any money to spare take the time 
and effort much less bear the cost for another degree? 
This is a very legitimate question.

Some might take such a degree because they are 
interested in the academics and would simply like to 
have another degree. I find very few would fit that cat-
egory. But there is a very good and practical reason to 
enroll in a DMin. Degree Program.

As in many other professions, pastors need ongo-
ing education. For most, the business of the pastorate 
keeps them from any study which is beyond what is 
required in the monthly and weekly preparation for 
the normal work of the ministry.  However, to keep 
fresh and to deal with new challenges, which come 
along continuously, the pastor very much needs some 
type of continuing study.  

In my position as President of Heidelberg Semi-
nary, I have occasion to be aware of the challenges 
which pastors face today. As a result, I have become 
convinced that the work of the ministry is becoming 
more and more difficult and challenging. It is also the 
case that the burden of the pastoral ministry weighs 
heavily on those engaged in ministry.

The opportunity to sharpen one’s skills, and to 
encourage one another in a setting such as a DMin. 
Program is not only beneficial to the pastor who is 
engaged in the program but also to his congregation. 
Often Consistories and church Counsels are reluctant 
to have their pastor enroll in such a program because 
they want him to spend all of his time in provid-
ing ministry for the church. Pastors are very busy; 
churches are in need of their full attention.  Many 
pastors believe that they do not have the time to go 
through such a program.  I have become convinced 

that such an approach is counterproductive.
In am convinced, and those who have enrolled in 

the DMin program here at HTS will agree, that the 
benefits to the ministry of the church over time far 
outweigh the small amount of time that pastors need 
to engage in the program.

Office bearers and congregation alike need to 
understand that the best way for them to receive ben-
efits from the ministry of their pastor is to be sure 
that he has the opportunity to get refreshed by mutual 
encouragement from other pastors and by sharpening 
his skills through a well put together DMin. Program.

I would like to encourage all pastors to consider 
this opportunity for growth and being encouraged in 
their ministry. Further I would like to exhort all office 
bearers to encourage their pastors to take advantage 
of this program provided by Heidelberg Seminary. 
Those who provide not only the time, but also help 
bear the cost, will receive many benefits. The return in 
the investment is far great then the investment itself.

I am very pleased and thankful to God that Hei-
delberg Seminary is able to provide this service to the 
Church. The DMin. Program at Heidelberg Seminary 
is specifically designed to provide practical help to the 
pastor to carry out his ministry. I invite you to con-
sider this program.

With the completion of the class mentioned above 
the DMin Program will have completed the full cur-
riculum for the first time.  Plans are to continue with 
the program and offering the same curriculum again.  
This will begin in January with a course on Reformed 
Worship.  

If you have given any thought to taking some con-
tinuing education this would be an excellent time to 
begin.  I encourage you to speak with someone who 
has taken the courses.  It will be a very worth while 
investment of your time. hr

Dr. Maynard Koerner

President, Heidelberg Theological Seminary

Encouragement for Ministers 
to pursue a DMin
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I get quite frustrated with Christian books to-
day. Don’t get me wrong, there are a lot of very 

good books out there, but the problem is that many of 
them focus on what the Christian is to do rather than 
what has been done for them in Christ. Books focus-
ing on our problems sell off the shelves quite quickly 
and have invaded the Christian section in almost every 
bookstore in America. The reality is that most of our 
problems are not solved through a focus on our doing, 
rather they are solved by a focus on Christ.

That is why I appreciate the Heidelberg Catechism 
so much. Though it does speak about the importance 
of thankful godly living, the primary focus of the cat-
echism from beginning to end is on the finished work 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are called to rest our 
faith in Him. 

Does the Law stop the 
abuse of grace?

Our focus in this article is Romans 6. Up to this 
point in the Book of Romans, Paul had spent so much 
time exalting the grace of God that he was preparing 
for some of his readers to misunderstand him. So Paul 
asks a question that might be in a Roman Christian’s 
mind. “What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin 
so that grace may abound?” (Romans 6:1, Modern King 
James Version)

The legalistic Jew might accuse him of being an anti-
nomian that is, one who is anti-law. Paul is not anti-
law, but he is against those who use the Law of God as 
a means to earn some sort of acceptance with God. A 
legalist often responds to the grace of God by mixing law 
with the Gospel because he believes the over emphasiz-
ing of grace will lead to lawless and loose living. 

Legalism within the church is nothing new for Paul. 
In the Galatian church, it was taught by the Judaizers 
that true Christians not only had believe in Christ, 
but also needed to be circumcised in order to be saved. 
Paul makes it very clear that salvation does not come 
through the works of the Law, rather salvation is a free 
gift that no man can earn. 

Paul said to the Galatians, “We Jews by nature, and 
not sinners of the nations, knowing that a man is not justi-
fied by works of the Law, but through faith in Jesus Christ; 

even we believed in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified 
by the faith in Christ, and not by works of the Law. For 
all flesh will not be justified by works of law... I do not set 
aside the grace of God, for if righteousness is through law, 
then Christ died without cause.” (Galatians 2:15-16, 21)

Since grace is free, should 
we abuse it?

Paul also knew that there would be another group 
who would misunderstand grace.

That is the antinomian. An antinomian is one who 
is against the Law of God or one who ignores it. This 
group loves to hear that justification is by grace alone, 
through faith alone, in Christ alone. They love grace not 
because it is the free gift of God to sinners in Christ, 
rather grace is a way to sin without consequence in their 
minds. To abuse grace in this way is to say that Christ is 
a promoter of sin. According to Paul, it is an absurdity 
to treat grace as a license to sin. 

Hear what else Paul had to say to the Galatians. 
“But if, while we seek to be justified in Christ, we also were 
found to be sinners, is Christ therefore a minister of sin? 
Let it not be said! For if I build again the things which I 
destroyed, I confirm myself as a transgressor. For through 
the Law I died to the law, that I might live to God. I have 
been crucified with Christ, and I live; yet no longer I, but 
Christ lives in me. And that life I now live in the flesh, I 
live by faith toward the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself on my behalf.” (Galatians 2:17-20)

What is the cure for legalism 
and antinomianism?

For those who want to add law to the Gospel (the 
legalist), and those who want to ignore the Law of God 
entirely (the antinomian), the problem is the same for 
the one as well as for the other. They have either forgot-
ten the Gospel, or they don’t understand the Gospel at 
all. The person who believes in Christ doesn’t add to 
Christ’s work, nor uses Christ to live in sin. To legalism 
and antinomianism, Paul says God forbid that we do 
such a thing! “Let it not be! How shall we who died to sin 
live any longer in it?” (Romans 6:2)

Notice that Paul does not try to appease the legal-

Romans 6: Shall We Abuse Grace?
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ist or restrain the antinomian by emphasizing the Law 
of God or by making a list of things one must do now 
that a person is under grace. Rather, he points them to 
their union with Christ by directing them to remember 
their baptism.

“Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized 
into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore 
we were buried with Him by baptism into death, so that 
as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 
Father; even so we also should walk in newness of life. For 
if we have been joined together in the likeness of His death, 
we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection; knowing 
this, that our old man is crucified with Him in order that 
the body of sin might be destroyed, that from now on we 
should not serve sin. For he who died has been set free from 
sin.” (Romans 6:3-7)

Baptism is a sign and seal that points to what ulti-
mately unites us to Jesus Christ, that is, the Holy Spirit. 
Baptism is also a sign that points to what ultimately 
saves us that is, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. Baptism is one of the two sacraments that God 
has given us to strengthen and confirm our faith in 
Jesus. 

Both baptism and the Lord’s Supper are visible 
pictures of the Gospel. Whether you hear the Gospel 
preached or see it visibly in the sacraments, these means 
of grace are to bring your faith to the same place, the 
finish work of Christ. 

The answer to curb antinomianism is not by adding 
more law to the Gospel. The answer to legalism is not 
by throwing out the Law of God altogether. What pro-
tects us from falling into these two ditches is by remem-
bering the Gospel and our union with Christ. 

If a person knows just how sufficient the work of 
Christ is to save sinners, then he will not want to add 
to the work of Christ. Also, if a person knows the love 
of God and the price Christ paid to save sinners, then 
he will not want to abuse the grace of God, but rather 
live in thankfulness to the God who saved him. As Paul 
points out, if a person knows that he is united to Christ, 
there is nothing he has to do in order to gain acceptance 
with God. Likewise, if one knows that he is united to 
Christ, the last thing he will want to do is to sin against 
God by breaking His Law.

What can protect us from falling in 
these two ditches? 

Because of the frailty of our flesh, it is quite easy to 
slip into one of these two mindsets. If we do slip into 
legalism or antinomianism, it is time to remember who 
we are in Christ, and what He has accomplished on 
our behalf. 

“But if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also 
live with Him, knowing that when Christ was raised from the 
dead, He dies no more; death no longer has dominion over 
Him. For in that He died, He died to sin once; but in that 
He lives, He lives to God. “Likewise count yourselves also to 
be truly dead to sin, but alive to God through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.” (Romans 6:11) Paul here is calling believers to 
use their minds. It was as if he was saying, “Remember 
the finished work of Christ and how it has released you 
from the rule and reign of sin. Therefore think of all the 
benefits you have received in Christ by faith!

What are you to do once you remember and think 
upon all these things? You are to rest your faith upon 
Christ and believe that the gift of salvation is really yours 
in Him and only because of Him. True faith includes the 
mind as well as the heart. In all reality, using the mind to 
think on Christ will ignite your heart to love Christ, and 
your love for Him, will guide your hands and feet to live 
for Him using the Law as your guide. 

Help from the Heidelberg
I think the Reformed confessions can be a help for 

you at this point. 
Heidelberg Catechism Question #21 What is 
true faith? True faith is not only a sure knowl-
edge whereby I hold for truth all that God has 
revealed to us in His Word, but also a hearty 
trust, which the Holy Spirit works in me by the 
Gospel, that not only to others, but to me also, 
forgiveness of sins, everlasting righteousness, 
and salvation are freely given by God, merely of 
grace, only for the sake of Christ’s merits.
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Westminster Confession of Faith Chapter 
14.2 …the principal acts of saving faith are 
accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ 
alone for justification, sanctification, and eter-
nal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.

Both confessions make it very clear that your faith 
must rest in Christ alone for every aspect of your sal-
vation. Like Paul, the Heidelberg Catechism prepares 
for the accusations of the legalist and the abuse of the 
antinomian. After exalting God’s grace in justifying the 
sinner by faith alone in questions #59-62, it addresses 
the errors of both camps

Question #63 Do our good works merit 
nothing, even though it is God’s will to reward 
them in this life and in that which is to come? 
The reward comes not of merit, but of grace. 
(This shuts down the legalist who thinks he 
can earn anything from God.)

Question #64 But does not this doctrine 
make men careless and profane? No, for it is 
impossible that those who are implanted into 
Christ by true faith, should not bring forth 
fruits of thankfulness. (This shuts down the 
antinomian who thinks the Law plays no role 
in the Christian life.) 

Also, like Paul, the Heidelberg Catechism doesn’t 
quickly jump into what we must do now that we are 
saved in order to curb lawlessness. Rather it points us 
to the means of grace which remind us of our union and 
communion with the Lord Jesus Christ.

Question #65 Since, then, we are made par-
takers of Christ and all His benefits by faith 
only, where does this faith come from? The 
Holy Spirit works faith in our hearts by the 
preaching of the Holy Gospel, and confirms it 
by the use of the holy sacraments.

In summary, remembering the Gospel and our union 
with Christ is the answer to legalism and antinomi-
anism. Whether we are reminded by the preaching of 
the Word or by the sacraments, our faith must rest in 
Christ alone. hr

Recommended Reading for Further Study:  
The Whole Christ by Sinclair Ferguson 

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg

HERRIED,SD

JUSTIFICATION BY
FAITH ALONE
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In using this name “Reformed,” we are dealing 
with more than just using it outwardly to dis-

tinguish ourselves from other denominations. The 
apostle John wrote the word of the Lord concerning 
this matter in this way, “I know your works, that you 
have a name that you are alive – but you are dead.”  
Even as it was true of the congregation at Sardis, that 
it had the reputation of being alive but actually was 
dead before God, so it is possible for us  to carry the 
name “reformed” and actually not be what this name 
proclaims. It is absolutely necessary that we not carry 
this name outwardly unless we also take upon our-
selves  the meaning of that name. If one does not have 
the teaching that this name holds as the actual ground 
of faith, one is not reformed, even though one carries 
the name outwardly.

But what does “reformed” mean? “Reformed” means 
“renewed,” but renewed on a very specific ground. This 
ground is the word of God. Whoever carries this name, 
proclaims by it that his teaching and regulations are 
renewed  through the word of God and always have 
to be renewed through this eternal word. The teach-
ing that cherishes Reformed in its deepest convictions, 
is therefore not based upon human authority or wis-
dom. The only proof stone upon which its doctrines 
can be tested is God’s word. This  teaching must then 
be preached and taught in the congregations and also 
believed by the members without any influence from 
human ordinance or fanaticism.

The Reformed teaching is especially fittingly gath-
ered together in the sixtieth question and answer of 
the Heidelberg Catechism. This teaching then must 
be proclaimed in the congregations in the power of 
the Holy Spirit and personally believed, and not held 
as a nice old tradition. This doctrine should reflect 
the confession of one’s own heart. This teaching is: 
that from the bottom of our being we are corrupted. 
Our pride and supposed righteousness mean nothing 
before God; we are condemned sinners, in ourselves 
lost for time and eternity if God does not receive us by 
grace through the all-sufficient work of Christ.

John Calvin puts the doctrine together in the fol-
lowing way: “Nothing is more conformable with faith 
than to confess that we are naked of all virtue, in order 

to be clothed by God; poor from all good, in order by 
Him to be made rich; servants of sin, in order by Him 
to be made free; lame, in order to be carried by Him; 
weak, in order to be strengthened by Him, briefly, 
in order to take away from us anything  in which we 
might glory,  in order that He alone remains worthy of 
glory and that we ourselves glorify Him.

On the other hand it is entirely in conformity with 
true faith to give oneself up  to God, in whom we con-
fess Christ as our brother and mediator, and expect all 
joy and blessing in Him. God’s incomprehensible love 
for us was so great that He did not spare His only-
begotten Son, but has given Him up for us all, and 
we rest in the secure hope of salvation and eternal life, 
in which rest we ponder that Christ is the gift of the 
Father to us.“

This is the  central point of the Reformed teach-
ing. It is taken from the Word of God and is therefore 
the teaching of the Word itself. However where this 
teaching is not actually handled, there is no life, even 
if one wishes to be counted as alive. Even if the name 
“reformed” is carried, but this teaching is not the fun-
damental basis of the members and the congregations, 
then it is a hollow name, and the word of the Lord, 
given by the apostle John, is true for such people.

Since we carry this name, may the Lord protect and 
uphold us in grace, so that we are careful not to mix 
ourselves up with human false teaching, so that it does 
not have to be concluded, “You have the name that you 
are alive, but you are actually dead.

Walter Grossmann, Easter 1945
In a sharp contrast with other church leaders who 

have severed themselves from home denominations 
and who then declared that the denominations they 
have left are now apostate, or at least very bad. Rev. 
Grossmann is concerned to make sure the the continu-
ing RCUS was itself actually Reformed in the truest 
sense of the word. This demonstrates a rare humility 
and understanding of the real problem with leaving 
a church fellowship. Make no mistake historically. It 
was Rev. Walter Grossmann and Rev. William Krieger 
who were partners in successfully carrying out the 
separation from the Evangelical and Reformed merger 

Authentically Reformed
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of 1934. And yet, who knows anything about this, 
who has ever heard these names? I believe my Father, 
the Rev. Walter Grossmann, was a great man without 
being a “great man.” He sought no name or fame for 
himself, even though the faithful members of the con-
gregations that continued in the RCUS were very fond 
and respectful to him. Because of a lack of ministers 
(there were three at the Classis meeting in 1943) Rev. 
Grossmann drove anywhere from 40 to 300 miles on  
Sunday afternoons to provide worship services for 
churches with no regular pastors. As substitute driv-
ers, brother Peter and I accompanied our parents on 
these trips and were witnesses of Dad’s relationship 
with the congregations he served.

Note: Many of us today, including this writer, 
have been tempted to define “Reformed” as TULIP. 
However,  TULIP is not a positive statement of the 
broader Reformed faith. It is a focused and important 
answer to the heretical five points of Arminianism, but 
speaks to the limited issue of God’s sovereignty in the 
application  redemption, not to the unique Reformed 
doctrines of  God’s Word, of Biblical preaching, of 

God’s sovereignty in all things, the nature of Christ’s 
perfection which is imputed to us, and of a life of 
acting and living faith. Rev. Grossmann’s article is 
paralleled by similar points in a book in the same 
vein entitled, “Are Five Points Enough? The Ten 
Points of Calvinism,” by Dr. Leonard Coppes, an 
Orthodox Presbyterian minister and scholar. Even 
though these men never knew each other, Dr. Coppes 
begins his book just where Rev. Grossmann began his 
article, with the uniqueness of the Reformed view of 
Scripture, and, then, also like Rev. Grossmann,  goes 
on to find the center of biblical teaching in Christ and 
the atonement (Luk. 24:27).  Dr. Coppes’s book is 
highly recommended for adult classes, midweek Bible 
studies and private reading. It is readily available in 
good used condition on Ebay and Amazon. hr

By Rev. Walter Grossmann

1945 Reformed Herald Article 
Translated from German by  

Rev. Robert Grossmann

Recommended further reading:
Are Five Points Enough?  
The Ten Points of Calvinism
by Dr. Leonard Coppes
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We are so thankful for the blessings of God on 
our work here in Casper, WY.  We are now 

almost seven years in from our beginning in January of 
2013.  We currently have 30 communicant members, 
24 baptized members, and an average attendance in 
the mid-fifties.  We have been blessed with adequate 
facilities for meeting for the foreseeable future.  The 
work of ministry keeps us busy with kids in confir-
mation, midweek Bible studies, various fellowship op-
portunities, counseling, and all the normal activities of 
the life of the church.

The big change this year for us is that we were 
finally able to particularize as a church.  God sent us a 
man suitable for the eldership which gave us a total of 

two, and as a result we were able to submit a constitu-
tion and a request for recognition by the classis as a 
full church, which was granted.  We are so thankful for 
the oversight of the Rock Springs congregation these 
last six years—we know it represented a substantial 
commitment of time and energy, but it is a blessing to 
be able to take on this next stage of our development.

We are also very thankful for the financial sup-
port we’ve received from the Classis and Synod over 
the years, which have enabled this work.  It is a great 
privilege to be part of a body that provides such sup-
port and accountability for the work of the church.  

I was very sorry to hear of the closing of Faith 
Reformed in Anderson recently, which was the church 
I was baptized in and at which my father preached for 
twenty years.  As a result of that, though, the pulpit of 
that church became available for anyone who wanted 
it.  A member of our church was going to California 
for a visit and volunteered to go pick it up.  He also 
refinished it, and did a beautiful job of it.  As a result, 
this last Sunday I had the great privilege of being able 
to preach at the pulpit that my dad had built over fifty 
years ago, and preached at himself for twenty years, 
with other faithful ministers following after that.  It’s a 
reminder to me of the way that God preserves the faith-
ful preaching of the Word generation after generation.  
My prayer is that He would preserve that preaching at 
Christ Reformed of Casper for many years to come. hr  

In Christ, Rev. Matthew Powell

Casper, WY

Casper, WY Mission Work update
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1. “Well Done, Good 
And Faithful Servant. “

On the tombstone of the English missionary T. 
Henry, M.A., who evangelized the Rajputs in India 
for many years, are found these paradoxical words:

“Here lies the body of the Rev. T. Henry, M.A., 
who long laboured as a Christian missionary amongst 
the Rajputs. 

He was shot by his chokedar.
‘”Well done, good and faithful servant.”’ 

[Matthew 25:23]
Note: The chokedar was Rev. Henry’s servant, who 

acted as a watchman.  As for the killing itself, it seems 
to have been accidental. And as for the Rajputs, they 
were an Indian ruling class of aristocrats.

2.  A Glimpse Of The Study 
Of Zacharias Ursinus

Like John Calvin and Philip Melanchthon, Zacha-
rias Ursinus (1534-1583) was an indefatigable work-
horse and faithful steward of God’s spiritual gifts, 
which is reflected in his writings, not the least his 
authorship of the Heidelberg Catechism (published 
in 1563). Prizing time as more precious than gold, 
he bullishly redeemed it, although not with horns. 
The brevity of life and his wholesale commitment to 
Reformed truth moved him to place over the thresh-
old of his study the Latin words: “Amice, quisquis huc 
venis, ut agito paucis, aut abi, autme laborantem adjuva,” 
which meant:  “Friend, entering here, be short, or go, 
or else assist me in my work.”   

3.  Differing Seminary 
Philosophies Exposed

The great Princeton seminary professor, Charles 
Hodge, who labored for over fifty years at that school, 
gloried that in all his years of instruction not one 
original new doctrine was founded and imposed on 
the Church.  Accordingly, in the days of his son A.A. 
Hodge, who succeeded his father at Princeton, the 
school came under attack by a Yale Divinity School 
professor as teaching a “fossilized theology.”  A.A. 
Hodge countered: “The trouble with you Yale theolog-

ical professors is that you only teach your students to 
think....In Princeton we let God do the thinking, and 
teach the students to believe.” 

4.  The Expelled Missionary 
Who Died From A Hiccough

While future Presbyterian missionary David 
Brainerd (1718-1747) attended Yale College, a decree 
in 1741 from the trustees mandated that any student 
who deemed any professor or tutor a hypocrite or 
unconverted would be expelled immediately. Since 
it was a time of revivalism, with the Spirit of God 
working throughout the colonies, it became a passion 
to take everyone’s spiritual temperature to ascertain 
whether such was truly regenerate. Thus, in the fol-
lowing semester Brainerd remarked that one of his 
tutors “has no more grace than a chair.” Plus, a second 
accusation was that Brainerd wondered why the rec-
tor did not drop down dead for fining students who 
he deemed to be overly-zealous. Accordingly, Brainerd 
was “arraigned,” and expelled for demeaning his tutor 
(although he denied the charge of wishing the rector’s 
instant death). 

Brainerd later labored in Stockbridge, Delaware, 
and Sasquehanna to the various Indian tribes. In 
Crossweeksung in New Jersey the Lord blessed his 
missionary endeavors with a bumper crop of 130 con-
verted, praying Indians! 

But all was not cherry with Brainerd’s health;  early 
in life he was stricken with consumption (tuberculo-
sis) and depicted his affliction with a moving under-
statement: “In the greatest distress that I ever endured 
having an uncommon kind of hiccough; which either 
strangled me or threw me into a straining to vomit” 
(my emphasis). He was nursed by Jonathan Edward’s 
daughter, Jerusha, who contracted consumption her-
self and died one year after Brainerd in 1748.

5. Shakespeare In The 
King James Bible?

The King James translators of 1611 are famous as 
skilled wordsmiths who knew how to translate and 
capture the nuances of the Hebrew Old Testament 
with timely poetic cadences and magnificent literary 

Anecdotes From Church History 
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flairs of exquisite beauty. Thus it has been theorized 
that the incomparable Shakespeare had a hand in 
the 1611 translation, aided by the “clue” of Psalm 46 
wherein Shakespeare’s name appears, although stealth-
ily.  (Shakespeare’s “participation” may also have been 
bandied by the publishers in order to increase sales, or 
it may have been a purposeful barb against the Puritans 
who disliked Shakespeare.)  It is speculated that since 
the 46th word from the beginning and the 46th word 
from the end are respectively “shake” and then “speare,” 
that the famous bard surreptitiously smuggled his own 
notoriety into the translation. Fortifying this informa-
tion, in 1611 Shakespeare would have been 46 years 
young; thus, no less than 4 forty-sixes are mustered to 
“support” the gist of the hypothesis.

But the inconvenient truth is that the KJV of 1611 
was ordered by King James I to replace The Geneva 
Bible of 1560, which also contained the bard’s split 
name, although spelled with a soft “s” as represented 
by “f ” in “fhake” and “fpeare” respectively.  (Shakespeare 
was born in 1564.) 

What the hypothesis does display is that Shake-
speare’s popularity was soaring and that certain por-
tions of the Word of God were studied so thoroughly 
and exhaustively (as they should be) that sensational 
interpretations like the Shakespearean-hypothesis 
arose.

6. A Famous Hymn Is Censored
A beloved Church hymn is Theodulph of Orleans’ 

(760-821), All Glory, Laud, and Honor, which cel-
ebrates Christ’s Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem and 
is often sung on Palm Sunday (Mk. 11:1-10).  The 
original hymn featured seven stanzas, with stanza 7 
deleted since the 17th century. The perceived need for 
censorship was triggered by the words–

Be Thou, O Lord, the Rider,
And we the little ass;
That to God’s Holy City
Together we may pass.

7. Isaac Watts’ Proposal Of Marriage 
Is Graciously Declined

The godfather of Calvinistic hymnody, Isaac Watts 
(1674-1748), was unsuccessful in love; thus he never 
tasted the rarefied wines of marital bliss. However, 
there was a beautiful and talented young lady who 
imagined she had fallen in love with him through the 
musical charms of his religious poetry. But when the 
two finally met and conversed vis-á-vis, she was imme-
diately disillusioned with what she saw, even though 
Watts himself was instantly smitten with amore.  
Accordingly, it was not long before he tendered his 
proposal, but which was soundly and graciously 
declined and explained with good intentions: 

“Mr. Watts, I only wish I could say that I admire 
the casket as much as I admire the jewel.” 

 Watts was unruffled by the sweet rebuff and the 
two remained good friends for over thirty years.   

8. Phillips Brooks–
The Accidental Humorist 

Phillips Brooks, who composed O Little Town of 
Bethlehem in 1867, was noted for his facile humor.  
For example, history records that when strolling down 
Boylston St., Boston, he eyed a diminutive person 
stretching himself to reach a doorbell. Brooks rushed 
up to the door, exclaiming, “Let me help you, my little 
man!” But after pulling the knob, the boy scampered 
down the stairs, exhorting:  “Now run like the devil!”

Brooks’ standard remark to a mother in her home 
after having given birth was, “Well, well, this is a baby!”

In another instance he was writing a sermon on a 
Saturday and instructed his maid not to admit visi-
tors, “not even St. Peter.” Later, Robert Ingersoll, the 
atheistic lecturer called and did an end run around the 
maid and forced himself into his study. Still, Brooks 
greeted him enthusiastically–”Glad to see you, Mr. 
Ingersoll!” But Ingersoll questioned his sincerity, and 
rejoined: “Come now. I thought you said you would 
not see even St. Peter this morning.” “Never mind,” 
countered Brooks, “I’ll have plenty of time to see him 
in the other world. Sit down.” (my emphasis)
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9.  A Preacher Corrects 
A Public Dissident

A skeptic stationed in the congregation rudely 
interrupted evangelist Billy Sunday (1862-1935) with 
this age-old question: 

“Who was Cain’s wife?”
Sunday answered with unfeigned gravitas: 
“I honor every seeker after knowledge of the truth. 

But I have a word of warning for this questioner. Don’t 
risk losing salvation by too much inquiring after other 
men’s wives.”

Note: The usual inquiry is “where did Cain get his 
wife?” but whether the difference registered with Billy 
Sunday is hard to ascertain.  

10.  Hollywood Botches More 
Bible History 

The Scriptures are freighted with warnings about 
making images of God, including the Second Person 
of the Godhead, “the Lord of glory.”  Thus, the prob-
lematic 1965 motion picture titled The Greatest Story 
Ever Told, which not only besmirches the glory of 
Christ, but whose very title sounds more like a whop-
per told by likes of Tom Sawyer or Huckleberry Finn.   

The movie also reveals that not just the script writ-
ers and directors were “out of their element,” but the 
actors, too. For example, John Wayne played a cameo 
role and was asked to speak but one line, “Truly, this 
was the Son of God” (Matthew 27:54).  But the dis-
pleased director, George Stevens, discerned that 
Wayne uttered his line too laconically, and urged him 
to speak “with a little more awe.” Perfecting his per-
formance, on the next take Wayne intoned, “Aw, truly 
this was the Son of God.”

Note: Thankfully, the critics roasted the film; John 
Simon wrote: “God is unlucky in The Greatest Story 
Ever Told. His only begotten son turns out to be a 
bore...the photography is inspired mainly by Hallmark 
Cards...as the Hallelujah Chorus explodes around us 
stereophonically and stereotypically it becomes clear 
that Lazarus was not so much raised from the tomb as 

blasted out of it. As for pace, the picture does not let 
you forget a single second of its four hours.”

11.  A Punishment That He 
Embraced In His Own Arms

One result of the Reformation was that many cler-
gymen fled the Roman Catholic Church, although 
remaining celibate. One exception was the French 
priest Pére Loyson-Hyacinthe (1827-1912), who 
married an American widow, whom he had previously 
converted to Roman Catholicism before his change 
of views necessitated his exit. They were married by 
Dean Stanley in Westminster Abbey. Some Church 
historians claim that when the priest’s nuptials were 
reported to Pope Pius IX (who was also implored to 
excommunicate the ex-monk and preacher), that he 
commented: “It is not necessary, since he has taken 
the punishment into his own arms.”  Of this remark 
historian Philip Schaff laments: “A Pope’s view of the 
blessed estate of matrimony!” 

12.  Could Anything Really Frighten 
Alfred Hitchcock? Yes!

Director Sir Alfred Hitchcock (1889-1980) made 
a number of frightening films, of which Psycho often 
receives top billing. Because of the chilling darkness 
of his macabre imagination, it would seem that very 
little could paralyze Hitchcock with fear or send him 
into an emotional tizzy.  But there was one “horror of 
horrors” that did:  while driving through Switzerland 
he pointed out the window and exclaimed: “That is 
the most frightening sight I have ever seen.” His fellow 
traveler espied the same sight and pooh-poohed it as 
nothing more than a priest chatting to a little boy, with 
one hand resting on the child’s shoulder.  “Run, little 
boy,” exhorted Hitchcock, leaning out the door, “Run 
for your life!” hr

Jim West

Sacramento, CA
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The 45th annual meeting of the North 
American Presbyterian and Reformed 

Council (NAPARC) convened on Tuesday afternoon, 
November 12, 2019 at the Rohthem Presbyterian 
Church in Anaheim, California, a congregation of the 
Korean Presbyterian Church in America (Kosin). 
The outgoing Chairman, Rev. Dr. David Kim, led the 
opening devotions.

NAPARC is composed of 13-member churches 
which include the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (ARPC), the Canadian Reformed Churches 
(CanRC), the Reformed Church of Quebec (Église 
réformée du Québec) (ERQ), the Free Reformed 
Churches of North America (FRCNA), the Heri-
tage Reformed Congregations (HRC), the Korean 
American Presbyterian Church (KAPC), the Korean 
Presbyterian Church in America (Kosin) (KPCA), 
the Orthodox Presbyterian Church (OPC), the Pres-
byterian Church in America (PCA), the Presbyterian 
Reformed Church (PresRC), the Reformed Church 
in the United States (RCUS), the Reformed Pres-
byterian Church of North America (RPCNA), and 
the United Reformed Churches in North America 
(URCNA).  Representatives of the Bible Presbyte-
rian Church (BPC) and the Protestant Reformed 
Churches in America (PRCA) attended as invited 
observers. No representatives of the PresRC were able 
to attend this year but they hope to return next year.

The basis of NAPARC’s fellowship is “Confessing 
Jesus Christ as the only Savior and Sovereign Lord 
over all of life, we affirm the basis of the fellowship of 
Presbyterian and Reformed Churches to be full com-
mitment to the Bible in its entirety as the Word of 
God written, without error in all its parts, and to its 
teaching as set forth in the Heidelberg Catechism, the 
Belgic Confession, the Canons of Dort, the Westmin-
ster Confession of Faith, and the Westminster Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms.”1

One of the first orders of business was the election 
of new officers. Elected as Chairman was Rev. Dr. L. 
Anthony Curto of the OPC. Elected as Vice-chair-
man was Rev. Bryce Hales of the PCA. Rev. Ralph 
Pontier was elected to a third term as Secretary, and 

1  NAPARC Constitution, II. Basis

Rev. Todd De Rooy was elected to a second term as 
Treasurer. The chairmanship and vice-chairmanship 
rotate annually among the 13-member churches fol-
lowing an alphabetical listing. The vice-chairman this 
year is slated to serve as chairman next year, and his 
denomination is asked to host the following year. 

A large portion of time was spent on Tuesday 
afternoon and Wednesday with each member church 
giving an oral report on the state of his denomina-
tion or federation. Following each report delegates 
could ask questions and a designated delegate led 
the group in prayer for the church that had reported. 
Reports related reasons for rejoicing and reasons for 
humbling ourselves under God’s mighty hand. There 
were encouraging reports of progress toward greater 
levels of unity among some of the member churches. 
The reports made evident that the Lord continues to 
build his church as he has promised. All matters were 
brought before the Lord in prayer. 

On Tuesday evening we enjoyed a delicious buffet 
of Korean food provided by the host congregation. 
Our hosts also led a devotional service that evening 
with Rev. Barnabas Jung presiding and with Rev. 
Dr. John Song preaching. His text was 1 Thessalo-
nians 1:1-3 and he spoke on “Life in Christ: works of 
faith, labors of love, and endurance of hope.”  On the 
Wednesday evening following a sumptuous feast, we 
were inspired as we listened to Rev. Dr. David Kim 
give an historical overview of the Kosin church both 
in Korea and in North America – a church born in the 
crucible of extreme persecution and martyrdom.

On Wednesday afternoon and Thursday morning, 
delegates were able to challenge and encourage one 
another through a discussion of three topics suggested 
by member churches. The topics were:

•  What is the current stance within NAPARC on 
organic union? This was proposed for discussion by 
the ARPC. During this discussion, delegates were 
referred to a previously published document on the 
NAPARC website, “Informational Documents” 
which contains a definition of organic unity and an 
essay on the topic.

North American Presbyterian And 
Reformed Council
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•  As we are and will be dealing with an increasing 
number of issues and cases regarding such topics as 
human sexuality; marriage, divorce and remarriage; 
LGBTQ issues; pornography, gender identifica-
tion, etc., would it be helpful to create a NAPARC 
depository to share any denominational position 
papers or committee reports or other publications 
dealing with these issues? This was proposed for 
discussion by the HRC. As a result of this discus-
sion, the NAPARC Secretary was asked to collect, 
index, and distribute a list of currently available 
resources from member churches.

•  The wisdom, propriety, and utility of a linguistic 
updating of Confessional Standards. This was 
proposed for discussion by the OPC. Delegates 
expressed both encouragement and caution 
regarding such an endeavor. 

•  Another topic was introduced and explained but 
the discussion was scheduled for next year’s meet-
ing. The RPCNA wishes to discuss the propriety 
and wisdom of limiting denominations within 
national boundaries.

The NAPARC schedule runs from Tuesday after-
noon to Thursday noon and provides time slots for 
bi-lateral meetings between the inter-church or ecu-
menical committees of the member churches. These 
smaller meetings have proven fruitful for member 
churches to grow closer together and manifest more 
fully their oneness in Christ. 

In addition to the annual meeting of the Council, 

NAPARC sponsors consultations where represen-
tatives of member churches gather to discuss coop-
eration in a specific area of ministry. For more than 
thirty years, there have been annual world mission 
consultations in September of each year. This year 
representatives from nine NAPARC member church 
world mission agencies (ARPC, CanRC, FRCNA, 
HRC, OPC, PCA, PresRC, RPCNA, and URCNA) 
met together at the OPC’s administration offices in 
Willow Grove, Pennsylvania. Joining with them were 
representatives from four NAPARC member church 
diaconal ministries or agencies (CanRC, FRCNA, 
OPC, and URCNA). It was reported: “The sessions 
were productive, and the fellowship was sweet.” Mr. 
Mark T. Bube served as the chairman and Rev. Dr. 
Arjan de Visser served as the secretary.

The next such NAPARC joint consultation is 
scheduled for September 15-16, 2020, again in Wil-
low Grove, with Mr. Bube as the chairman and the 
Rev. Douglas B. Clawson as the secretary for the 
world mission agencies, and Mr. David P. Nakhla as 
the chairman for the diaconal mission agencies.

The Council enjoyed the gracious and generous 
hospitality of the Rohthem Presbyterian Church and 
experienced warm and joyous fellowship with fellow 
delegates, observers, and other guests. 

The next meeting of the Council is scheduled for 
November 10-12, 2020, to be hosted by the Orthodox 
Presbyterian Church at the Shiloh OPC in Raleigh, 
North Carolina. hr

Rev. Ralph A. Pontier 
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Reformed 
Faith and 

Life
“…bringing every thought 

into captivity to the 
obedience of Christ”

2 Corinthians 10:5

Web:	foi-vie.org.za				or				foietviereformees.org												
	Email:	erickayayan@gmail.com		

Rev. Eric Kayayan

Foi et Vie Réformées

This is a broadcast, media and internet ministry to the French 
speaking world. Rev. Kayayan and this ministry operate under 
the authority of the Reformed Church Rietvallei, South Africa. 
This work is also overseen by committees in the USA (RCUS & 
URCNA) and Canada (Both URC Classis Canada and the 

participation of some Canadian Reformed Churches).

    The Day of Payer offering for R.C.U.S Foreign Missions is for 
Reformed Faith and Life. This work is based out of Rev. 
Kayayan’s homeland in France and has the purpose of reaching 
the French speaking world with the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! This is done by the exposition of God’s word through 
social media, radio, articles, podcasts and videos as well as 
audio messages through TRW 360.  These reach France, Africa,  
and Quebec.  Broadcasts continue through local FM stations 
airing programs in Democratic Republic of Congo, Cameroon, 
Ivory Coast and Mali. Other radio stations continue to pick up 
these broadcasts, including in Madagascar.  Keep these 
broadcasts in your prayers as decreased offerings from South 
Africa is making this more difficult. Pray also that the Lord will 
raise up a capable man Rev. Kayayan can train and work with 
to focus on the work in Africa, as we look to the future under 
God’s sovereign hand. We are thankful that the Lord continues 
to open doors through the podcasts and articles regularly 
posted on the French website as well as social media. These 
continue to be most widely responded to and liked in countries 
in North Africa. We are also thankful for the door the Lord is 
opening for Rev. Kayayan to broadcast on a station which we 
pray might lead to a nation wide broadcast in France.      
Reformed Faith and Life - French could not continue without 
the Lord blessing and the support from gracious congregations 
and individuals in the RCUS as well as other Reformed 
denominations!  Thank you for your support of this work to 
spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ into the French speaking 
world. We also ask that you would 
continue to prayerfully consider giving 
to Reformed Faith and Life on this day 
of prayer for RCUS Foreign missions.  

Westminster Biblical Missions & Middle East 
Reformed Fellowship.


Both of these ministries are recognized by the Synod 
as a benevolence worthy of Support.  WBM does 

work in the Middle East, Romania, Mexico, Nepal 
and other locations. We thank the Lord for opening 

so many doors particularly in Nepal where Rev. 
Dennis Roe has done a lot of work. 

United Reformed Church in Congo

 The work of the RCUS with the Reformed church in the 
Congo has its roots going back to Rev. Paul Treick  and 

Rev. Aaron Kayayan examining men and helping to 
organize a denomination.  The denomination has 136 

churches, 17 pastors, 290 elders (including many who are 
responsible elders when a pastor is not present)  and 

roughly 8,479 members. Many RCUS men have traveled 
there through the years to visit, preach and teach there.  
The RCUS began working with the reformed men there 
in 1984. The Congo Economic Fund is a diaconal fund 
overseen by Providence RCUS Lodi, CA by which we 

also help our brothers and sisters there. 

Pearl of the Orient Covenant Reformed Church.

 The PORC currently has 3 pastors, 4 organized 
congregations and 2 mission congregations. Currently the 
Lord is greatly blessing this work. This is not only by the 
hard work of the pastors and elders but also through 
seminars and the theological training of Heidelberg 
Seminary.  Due to the many islands that make up the 
Philippines this training is now done across many study 
centers with 3 to 10 students each.  We praise the Lord that 
there are now at least 60 students who are studying the 
Reformed faith with their first students set to graduate in 
2021.  Many of these men are pastors of other churches 
which the Lord is bringing to a more biblical understanding 
of God’s sovereignty! Heidelberg Seminary is also greatly 
appreciative of the support from the  congregations and 
individuals which enables this work. 

Reformed Fellowship Church of Kenya.

This denomination has 7 congregations & 6 pastors. Recently Rev. Thomas Mayville and 

Elder Jerry DeJong(due to Rev. Dennis Roe being unable to make the trip) visited the 
churches, pastors, members and also the orphans. They were also able to meet and teach 

classes with the men who are being trained for the ministry through Gussii Reformed 
Theological College. We also want to thank the many congregations and individuals who 

help the RFCK orphans and special projects with diaconal aid through Compassion 
Kenya under  the oversight of St. Paul’s Ev. Reformed Church RCUS, Hamburg, MN.

Reformation2 

Germany. 

Reformation2 
Germany is a 

benevolence worthy of 
support. It is training 
men in the Reformed 
faith in Heidelberg 

and seeks to 
reestablish the 

confessional Reformed 
church in Germany. 
Donations are being 

accepted by St. Paul’s 
Ev. Reformed (RCUS) 

in Hamburg.
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Grace Reformed Church, Dickinson, 
North Dakota – Update

November 15, 2019

Greetings from Grace Reformed Church of 
Dickinson, North Dakota. That’s right! We 

are now officially recognized by the state of North 
Dakota as a legal entity with a new name. In March 
of this year the Northern Plains Classis approved 
our church constitution and petition to organize the 
church, and the Spiritual Council of First Reformed 
Church, Aberdeen, South Dakota has dismissed the 
members who requested to join the new church. Those 
members were received by our Spiritual Council and, 
in addition, Miss Morgan Aune was received as a com-
municant member upon the confirmation/profession 
of her faith. 

The Lord continues to encourage the work of the 
kingdom of God in Dickinson. For example, the con-
gregations voted in January to elect Dan Aune to the 
office of elder and Jeremy Cox to the office of deacon. 
These two willing servants of the Lord were ordained 
and installed on Sunday, January 27th. Then on August 
4th of this year the congregation voted to call Rev. 
Michael Voytek as pastor of the newly constituted 
church. The consistory now stands at one pastor, two 
elders and one deacon. Please pray that the Lord would 
raise up an additional elder and deacon to minister. In 
addition, on September 15th we received Jon and Trish 
Walker as new members. On that same Sunday we also 
celebrated Rev. Wes Brice’s 85th birthday. He is still 
going strong despite the cancer that requires periodic 
infusions that knock him down for a few days. Recently 
the Lord has opened the door for him to minister to 
the saints in Manhattan ( just outside of Bozeman), 
Montana in a church planting opportunity there. We 
have been blessed additionally with the recent visits of 
a number of families with children. Please pray that the 
Lord will add them to the church. 

The ladies have completed their study of the book 
“Identity Theft: Reclaiming the Truth of Who We are 
in Christ.”  We have no plans for another women’s study 
for now, but we are considering a midweek study using 
the book “Transforming Grace” by Jerry Bridges. A few 
of the men in the congregation as well as visitors con-
tinue to meet once a month for breakfast. It has been 
a blessed time of fellowship, prayer, and study in the 
book “The Masculine Mandate” by Richard Phillips. In 
September we resumed the confirmation class with 6 
students working diligently to prepare to publicly pro-
fess their faith. And in October we resumed our Sun-
day evening Bible study after a break for the summer.  
We are currently doing an Old Testament survey in 
the prophets.  We held a Reformation Day celebration 
on October 31st with the theme of the life of Mar-
tin Luther. It was a fun and successful event.  We are 
considering holding a similar event next year with the 
theme of the life of John Calvin. 

One prayer request among many is for the Lord’s 
wisdom concerning our meeting location. We rejoice 
that our current landlord is willing for us to continue to 
rent the building for another year at the same price (the 
lease was up in October). We have 11 months to find 
a new facility. Please pray that the Lord will provide a 
better place for us.   

In closing, we are extremely thankful to the Lord for 
His great faithfulness and grace evident among us as we 
strive to be found faithful to His calling to be bearers 
of the light of the gospel to a lost and dying world.  hr  

Rev. Michael Voytek 

Dickinson, ND
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ChurchNews

Hope Reformed Church,  
Pierre, SD. 

News from the Northern Plains and the Lord’s 
light house right ‘smack dab’ in the middle of 
South Dakota!

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, I would like to share with you all, some 
of the happenings that our Lord Jesus Christ 
has been bringing about as He continues 
His faithful march advancing His glorious 
kingdom of grace and truth through the faithful 
endeavors of His adopted sons and daughters 
here at Hope Reformed Church.

In one picture, you have our new Church 
sign which hangs above our front doors, 
welcoming visitors and members alike, and 
giving Hope a little bit more of a presence to 
the hundreds of ‘passerbys‘ers’, (yes, I made up 
this word!),  who travel back and forth in front 
of the church on the Truck By-Pass.  The sign 
reads: “Hope Reformed Church”. The verse 
below it is Psalm 105: 3 – “Glory in His holy 
name; let the hearts of those rejoice who seek 
the LORD!”   We also have the times of our 
services listed.

In the second picture you have Mr. Travis H. Henderson 
standing between Elder Matt Fickbohm and Pastor 
Henderson. Travis is the son of Paul & Tina Henderson. 
He was examined in the essentials of the Christian 
religion and confirmed in the faith of our fathers on 
September 8, 2019, whereby after making his profession 
of faith in his dear Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, was also 
able to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, and thus proclaim 
the Lord’s death along with his fellow communicant 
members! What a blessed time of rejoicing in the Lord’s 
goodness and grace!
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Providence Reformed Church,  
Rock Springs, WY
With thanksgiving to the Lord Jesus Christ, Providence Reformed Church, Rock 
Springs, WY witnessed the installation of its new pastor, Rev. Joe Vusich on 
Sunday Nov 24, 2019.   Rev. Travis Grassmid, on behalf of the South Central Classis, 
gave the charge to minister and to the congregation. May the Lord richly bless 
the ministry of Pastor Vusich, together with the other officers,  to the saints of 
Providence RC to the glory of God.

In the third picture, yes, you have the Henderson family, (L to R - Silas, 
Travis, Amy, Tina, Melinda, Paul), along with Mrs. Donna D. Bender, Tina’s 
mom, standing in the middle. She recently moved out here to Pierre 
from Bakersfield/Shafter, CA. to be close to her family and enjoy all 
the…..?  Did I say enjoy? Well, OK, experience all of the craziness of living 
among the Hendo household!  We are so thankful to God for this blessed 
development!  The Henderson family expresses our heartfelt thanks to 
God for the saints of Ebenezer Reformed Church at Shafter, CA, who 
have helped Donna during these past two years, following the death 
of her husband, Don. We especially thank Rev. Ruben Zartman and his 
wife Heidi, as well as Raymond & Sunny Williams, Donna’s sister Bonnie 
& her husband Bob Williams, Greg & Shanna Williams too, for their 
extraordinary help during these days, as well as with the entire move. 
Also, a big shout out to Deacon Brent Kirschenmann & Mr. Rob Wegis for 
their timely help! 

It is very interesting to note, that Donna’s dear mother, Hildegarde Rose 
(Mettler), moved from Menno, South Dakota, with her folks back in 1923 
out to California. Now, 96 years later, Donna, her daughter, has moved 
back to South Dakota, where she, along with her family, make up three 
generations of family who are living back in the old country! Certainly 
our God moves in mysterious ways, His wonders to perform!

The next picture is of two of our new Trustees who were appointed to 
this honorable task at our Consistory meeting on October 1st! Mr. Silas 
Henderson and Mr. Dylan Mehlhaf. (Mr. Briam Trimble is not present) 
These men are a very welcome addition to the Consistory, and the Hope 
church family, as Elder Fickbohm and I seek to concentrate our labors 
upon Spiritual Council & other Consistory matters.  
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The Birth of Christ
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 Now his father Zacharias was 
filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied , saying:

 “Blessed is the Lord God of Israel ,
For He has visited and redeemed His people,

And has raised up a horn of salvation for us
In the house of His servant David ,

As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets,
Who have been since the world began,

That we should be saved from our enemies
And from the hand of all who hate us,

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers
And to remember His holy covenant,

The oath which He swore to our father Abraham:
To grant us that we,

Being delivered from the hand of our enemies,
Might serve Him without fear,

In holiness and righteousness before Him 
 all the days of our life.

(LUKE 1:67-75)


