
A Taste of Synod 

GOD’S SOVEREIGN GRACE IN CHRIST

May-June 2019 ~ Volume 75, Number 3

Reformed
Herald

 A Taste of Synod 2019

Photos by Abi Harte Photography



2  | Reformed Herald  75 / 3

Reformed Herald
God’s Sovereign Grace in Christ ~  
Volume 75 | Number 3

Editor Rev. George Horner
Editorial Advice Committee J. Connelly, R. Stetler,  
K. Carroll, M. Powell, J. Merica, L. Stryle
Publications and Promotions Committee  
S. Carr, P. Henderson, R. Huber, R. Klynsma,  
T. Marinelli, C. Muether, C. Schwichtenberg,  
R. Zartman
Design Premier Printing Ltd.
Subscriptions & Address Changes  
Subscriptions are $18 per year.   
Contact: Rev. Frank Walker  
6121 Pine Vista Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758 or 
ReformedHeraldSubscriptions@gmail.com
Submitting Articles Reformed Herald,  
c/o Rev. George Horner, 1007 9th Street, Rock 
Springs, WY 82901, or rcusgeorge@gmail.com. 
Articles should be submitted one month prior to 
being printed. (For the January-February issue, the 
deadline is December 1st.)  Inclusion of an article is 
subject to the decision of the Editor and the Editorial 
Advice Committee.  Signed articles are the positions 
of the author.
Copyright @2019 by the Reformed Church 
in the U.S. All rights reserved. Requests to 
reproduce material should be made to the editor. 
The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
the editors or official positions of the RCUS.
Any media with the caption “Logos Bible 
Software” is copyright 2017 by Lexham Press. 
Lexham is a registered trademark of Faithlife 
Corporation. (www.logos.com) 

Editorial – Our Debt Actually 2
 Paid! ~ Rev. George Horner
Report from Covenant East  
Classis  3

Rev. Ryan Kron
What Can We Learn from Job?  4
   Mark J. Larson
Report of the 34th Annual Meeting  6 
of the South Central Classis
 Rev. Maynard Koerner 

South Central President's Report  8
   Rev. Travis Grassmid 
Instructive Church History 10
 Anecdotes
 Rev. Jim West
Northern Plains Classis  13 
President's Report
   Rev. Paul Henderson
Canons of Dort Sermon 16

Calvary Reformed Church 19
 Rev. Jonathan Merica
John Calvin on Christ Jesus' 21
 Ascension into Heaven

Word Search 22

Church News 24

Our Debt Actually Paid!

As I’m writing this, I’m looking at the real-time US Debt clock and its spin-
ning so fast it’s hard to keep up with it, but it seems about $100,000 per sec-
ond is being added to the already 22 Trillion US Debt. That’s a mind-boggling 
number that works out, it is claimed, to about $185,000 per taxpayer. Will 
that dept ever be actually paid? Well, you don’t need be a math whiz to get 
that increasing the debt won’t pay it off.  Paying this humongous debt would 
require restraint of the insatiable lust to live above one’s means, that lust 
fueled by the government’s desire to be perceived as the fulfiller of every 
perceived need. There’s power and esteem to be gained by promoting an 
“entitlement” mentality and then expanding and funding them with more and 
more of other people’s money…increasing the debt.  Economics 101 would 
say, yes, of course, there are devasting consequences of increasing indebted-
ness, but blithely this nation, and most others as well, keeps heading for the 
financial cliff. From a Christian perspective we understand that the increasing 
debt is rooted in a refusal to submit to God and His will in every aspect of 
life.  The national debt will continue to be a burden to every citizen except 
that repentance and minds renewed by the gospel begin to dictate financial 
policy in the home and in the nation. We Christians can bring the burden of 
our national debt before the Lord, but we don’t know God’s sovereign will in 
history regarding it, so we pray: Thy will be done.

But history will end at Christ’s return, and so will the United States (if not 
sooner in accordance with God’s sovereign rule over over the nations). The 
national debt, however colossal it might be, will not carry over into eternity. 

As colossal as is the US national debt, it pales in comparison with the infi-
nitely bigger debt each one of sinners owes to God because of our sin. We 
are guilty, and owe God, not only for doing that which is against His law but 
owe him for not doing what we ought to have done.  We owe God for sins 
of commission as well as omission.  And, if all those sins did not already add 
up to a massive debt, consider our secret sins and our unintentional sins.  We 
sinners are all in greater than colossal debt to God. And the debt we owe to 
God must be paid; neither history nor eternity erases it. We could spend an 
eternity in hell paying the wages of our sin and never be able to pay off the 
debt we owe God for our sins.  The wages of sin is death (Rom 6:23), eternal 
death, no end to the horrible punishment (2Thess.1:9, Rev.14:9-11) of paying 
on our debt owed to God.

The United States might try to re-negotiate its massive debts owed to 
various foreign nations or try to manipulate it to its advantage using various 
economic and political ploys. But there is no negotiating with the unchang-
ing God, and His demand for the payment of the debt we sinners owe him 
is unalterable, no matter how we might try to get around it.  God’s demand 
can’t be bought off, and He won’t accept religious rituals or legalistic works 
to cancel the debt of sin (think of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day and the justifi-
cation-by-your-own works proclaimed also in our day). God can’t just can-
cel the debt we owe Him because He is just.  His justice must be satisfied. 
The debt we owe to God must be paid and this debt, unlike all other debt 
incurred in this present world, carries over into eternity UNLESS, Halleluiah!  
it is paid in full; unless God remits our (your) debt to Him while we (you) 
yet live in history.

That is the good news that is the gospel. Scripture tells us God took away 
our sins, “having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was 
against us “….having nailed it to the cross. (Col. 2:14, NKJV).  Back in the 
ancient days, when a debtor paid off his debt, the cancellation was at times 
marked by the creditor hammering a nail through the certificate of debt. 
God, in His gracious mercy, by the crucifixion of His beloved incarnate Son, 
Christ Jesus, “drove a nail right through the infinite debt of our sin” as Philip 
Ryken well put it in an article entitled Forgive Us Our Trespasses published 
in the June 7 issue of Tabletalk. As we are by faith grafted into Jesus Christ 
and thereby receive all His benefits, He, God Himself come in the flesh, has 
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fully, once for all, paid the debt you and I owe to God 
because of our sin.  No outstanding debt to God any 
longer now or in eternity. Oh what comfort! Thanks be 
to God!

So whatever debt-burden is imposed on us, not only 
by governments, but also by ourselves in our fleshly 
proneness to want to live above our means, Christ Jesus 
has set us free from the debt which we would otherwise 
be tormentedly paying forever in hell.

As Paul writes this great comfort to the Gentile Chris-
tians in Colossae whose debt to God was cancelled 
through the cross of Christ:  And you, being dead in 
your trespasses, and in the uncircumcision of your 
flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having 
forgiven you all trespasses (2:13).

Made alive together with the crucified Christ Jesus 
resurrected. Forgiven, our debt to God fully paid, and 
made alive. Alive to live unto God in this present life and 
consummately so forever in the heavenly country in 
which we long to dwell.

May we redeemed sinners continually reflect on God’s 
goodness to us in paying off our debt to Him through 
Jesus Christ. And may our being made alive together with 
Christ as those forgiven be ever more evident by our lives 
lived no longer for ourselves, but for Him who for our 
sake died and was raised.

George Horner

Editor

Report from Covenant East Classis
May 20, 2019

On Monday, May 20, 2019 the Covenant East Classis met for 
a special classis meeting before the synod meeting at Northland 
Reformed Church in Kansas City, MO.  There were eleven pastors 
and seven elders present.  The purpose of the meeting was to resume 
the licensure examination on the sermon portion only of licensure 
candidate Rev. Win Groseclose.  Currently, Rev. Groseclose serves as 
Senior Pastor of St. John’s (Burry’s) United Evangelical Protestant 
Church, an independent church in the German Reformed tradition, 
located near Rochester, PA

Rev. Kyle Sorensen, the president of classis, called the meeting to 
order and opened with reading Romans 10:14-17 and prayer.  The 
delegates discussed the written and audio sermons on Malachi 2 and 
Hebrews 11 that were preached by Rev. Groseclose.

A motion was made that the sermon portion of the exam be 
sustained and that we proceed to licensure.  The delegates agreed 
with this motion.  With great joy in our hearts we rejoice and give 
thanks to God that Rev. Groseclose sustained the licensure exam.  
Rev. Groseclose has now been added to the rolls of Covenant East 
Classis.  The brothers of the classis then extended the right hand 
of fellowship to Rev. Groseclose.  

Respectfully Submitted,

Rev. Ryan Kron

Eden Prairie, MN

hr

hr
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Job apparently lived some four millennia ago at the 
time of the patriarchs.  Like Abraham who reached 
the age of one hundred and seventy-five years (Gen. 
25:7), Job lived at a time when God gave to humanity 
incredible longevity in comparison with the average 
lifespan of a man or woman of our times ( Job 42:16).  
It was the time before Moses and the Levites, the era 
in which men of God would readily take on the func-
tion of priests.  Job was one such man of God.  Festive 
occasions came and went, his children gathering to eat 
and drink.  The pattern of Job was ever the same.  He 
would arise early, offering burnt offerings, realizing 
that his children may well “have sinned and cursed 
God in their hearts” ( Job 1:5).  He would act in their 
behalf providing an atonement for their sins.

What may we learn from this man of antiquity, 
“the greatest of all the men of the east” ( Job 1:3)?  
Job shows that a person of deep piety and high mor-
als may undergo suffering beyond the imagination.  
The book opens with the affirmation that “Job was 
blameless, upright, fearing God and turning away 
from evil” ( Job 1:1).  God himself even expresses 
his delight with the designation “my servant Job” 
( Job 1:8).  Yet as soon as we learn of heaven’s appro-
bation the narrative suddenly turns to the storms 
of adversity that poured upon him in rapid suc-
cession.  There were the raids of the Sabeans and 
the Chaldeans.  There were the disasters of nature.  
Blow after blow soon reduced a great man to noth-
ing.  Wealth and family had become a thing of the 
past ( Job 1:13-19).  The aftermath of the first wave 
of destruction brought no relief.  A second wave 
surged forward without warning.  Satan now smote 
Job.  Boils erupted from the sole of his foot to the 
crown of his head ( Job 2:7).  Itching ensued ( Job 
2:8).  Maggots crawled in his sores ( Job 7:5).  His 
skin peeled off, turning black and fell from him 
( Job 30:30).  Infection ran through his system.  His 
bones burned with fever ( Job 30:30).  A prince was 
now disfigured beyond recognition ( Job 2:12).  His 
friends made their way to him, an outcast seated 
among the ashes.  They lifted their eyes upon him.  
Overcome by horror and grief, “they raised their 
voices and wept” ( Job 2:12).

You may be in a season of suffering.  Your health 
has declined, and you are not what you once were 

in terms of physical strength and mental sharpness.  
Perhaps you have been struck with a debilitating dis-
ease.  You know that your days are numbered.  At such 
times as this, we need to remember that our suffering 
is not necessarily the result of sin.  Job shows us that 
suffering may come upon the person who is living a 
blameless life, pleasing to God in all that he does.

The Cause of What Happened
What was behind the events that are outlined in 

the Book of Job – the suffering a good and righteous 
man?  The suffering that broke into his life staggers 
our minds.  He was buried by an avalanche of adver-
sity and sorrow that came without warning and in 
rapid succession.  Why did all of this happen to a good 
man, impeccable in his life and conduct?

In the days to come his friends would begin to reason.  
Their thought was that Job must have sinned.  There 
surely must be a dark secret of depravity that was now 
being dealt with by God!  Life, however, is not so simple.  
There were those among the ancients who believed – as 
many do today – that health, wealth, and prosperity inev-
itably follow the life of faith.  The man of God will always 
be blessed!  The reality is that mystery tends to dominate 
in history more often than we care to admit.  The fact of 
the matter is that we just do not know why God allows 
most things to happen in the way that they do!  The life 
of Job though teaches us that conversations and determi-
nations in the world above can directly impact the turn of 
events here upon the earth.

The suffering of Job was due not to anything that 
he had done or forgotten to do.  The Scripture traces 
his misery to Satan, the great Adversary of the human 
race, the one who like a beast spends his time “roam-
ing about on the earth,” seeking someone to devour 
( Job 1:7).  The tribulation that came upon Job was 
rooted in diabolical slander, the impugning of motives 
for serving the LORD: “You have blessed the work of 
his hands, and his possessions have increased in the 
land” ( Job 1:10).  In other words, Satan told God that 
Job loved him only because of what he gets from him!  
“But put forth your hand now and touch all that he 
has; he will surely curse you to your face” ( Job 1:11).  
A fallen angel, focused only upon himself, could not 
imagine that a mere man could actually love God sim-
ply for who God is.

What Can We Learn from Job?
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But beyond even the activity of Satan, the afflic-
tion of Job is traceable to the permission of God ( Job 
1:12; 2:6).  Although Satan the prowling beast was let 
loose upon Job, he ever remains on the divine leash.  
The agony that overcame Job was ultimately due to the 
purposes of God.  The Almighty would magnify his 
own name; he would shape Job into a profound man of 
God; and he would humiliate Satan by showing how 
wrong he really was.

How to Respond to Suffering
You may be in a season of trial and affliction.  How 

shall we respond in the difficult times of life when sad-
ness and sorrow overcome our hearts?  How are we to 
react to an avalanche of suffering in a way that pleases 
God?  No doubt the proposal of Job’s wife is all too 
frequently uttered.  She wondered why he kept on 
holding to his integrity.  Why did he not seek relief for 
himself and for her?  Her mighty husband, her pride 
and joy, had been reduced to a mere shadow ( Job 17:7).  
Would it not have been easier simply to curse God and 
then die, as she suggested ( Job 2:9)?  It is often hard 
for us to trust in the midst of suffering.  We feel the 
weakness of our faith.  At such times let us remember 
the father of the boy with demon possession.  Let us 
make his prayer our own.  “Help my unbelief ” (Mark 
9:24).  This is surely a prayer that God is more than 
willing to answer.

Job, who was crushed by affliction, shows us a 
better way than that which was proposed by his wife 
in her spiritual weakness.  This is not to say that Job 
was a Stoic.  He expressed his grief in a way that 
was typical in the ancient Near East: “Job arose and 
tore his robe and shaved his head” ( Job 1:20).  Tears 
and strength may be found in the same man.  There 
is no question that Job had a stronger faith than did 
his wife.  “He fell to the ground and worshiped” ( Job 
1:20).  He confessed the sovereign rights of God 
who ultimately controls all things: “ The LORD gave 
and the LORD has taken away.  Blessed be the name 
of the LORD” ( Job 1:21).  This perspective should 
likewise be our own.  Life after the Fall means that 
possessions, and people, and we ourselves do not 
have permanence in this world.  Wealth and loved 
ones may be given; but they may also be taken away.  
Whatever comes, may our testimony be, “Blessed be 
the name of the LORD.”

The Suffering of Jesus
The sufferings of the present order ought also 

to lead us to remember Jesus, “a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief ” (Isa. 53:3).  As we contemplate 
the man Job, let us look past him to Jesus, the fulfillment 
of what Job foreshadowed.   Like Job in his integrity, 
Jesus the innocent one suffered ( Job 2:3; Isa. 53:9-10).  
Like Job who was treated with contempt, Jesus gave his 
cheeks to those who plucked out his beard ( Job 16:10; 
Isa. 50:6).  Just as Job became one from whom men 
stood aloof, so also Jesus was “despised and forsaken of 
men” ( Job 30:10; Isa. 53:3).

What Jesus did for us in his suffering is beyond 
comprehension.  Let us be thankful for the suffering 
of Christ who spares us from damnation and brings 
us into his kingdom.  In the age to come he will pour 
out the riches of his kindness upon us (Eph. 2:7) – 
the very thing foreshadowed in the great restoration in 
which the twofold blessing of God came upon Job at 
the last ( Job 42:13-15).  All glory be to the Lord!

What We Are Taught
The central message of Job is not that we ought to fear 

the malevolent power of Satan or the inscrutable will of 
God; it is not that disaster may strike without warning.  
The fundamental teaching that we ought to embrace is 
provided in the New Testament.  “You have heard of 
the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the 
Lord’s dealings,” wrote James.   What conclusion ought 
we to draw from the way in which the story of Job ends?  
What is to be seen from the way in which the Lord dealt 
with him?  We here learn, James affirms, “that the Lord 
is full of compassion and is merciful” ( James 5:11).  May 
our souls be comforted in the believing appropriation of 
the truth of what God is for those who trust in his Son, 
the Redeemer who lives and who “at the last will take his 
stand of the earth” ( Job 19:25).  We may look forward 
to the future with hope knowing that in our resurrec-
tion bodies we shall see our God, the Messiah Jesus who 
will come again ( Job 19:26).  We shall then ever reflect 
upon the ways of the Lord with us his people, acknowl-
edging that he indeed is full of compassion and is merci-
ful to his own.

Mark J. Larson

Garner, IA

hr
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Delegates of the South Central Classis gathered at 
Grace Reformed Church Rapid City, SD on March 
25-26, 2019 to participate in the Annual Spring 
Meeting of Classis and to conduct its business.

The meeting of Classis was officially opened 
with the call to order by Rev. Travis Grassmid, the 
President of the Executive Committee at 3:00 pm.  
The first order of business was the election of offi-
cers.  Each of the officers from 33rd meeting were 
reelected, President: Rev. Travis Grassmid, Vice 
President: Rev. Matthew Powell, Secretary: Rev. Joe 
Vusich, Treasurer: Elder Scott Velgersdyk.  

The administrative aspects of the meeting included 
the appointment of the Reformed Herald reporter: 
Rev. Maynard Koerner, welcoming of visitors and in 
the case of Elders granting them the privilege of the 
floor, and the announcement of standing committees.

One of the more important aspects of the busi-
ness of Classis is to hear parochial reports of the pas-
tors.  This provides an opportunity for the ministers 
of the gospel to give a report of their labors and speak 
to the spiritual condition of the congregation which 
they serve.  Following the presentation of each paro-
chial report the delegates rose for prayer concerning 
the report just presented.  In this way there is not 
only the important accounting before the court of the 
church of each man’s work as well an awareness of 
issues for prayer.  Generally speaking, the parochial 
reports indicate that the Lord is blessing the ministry 
of the Gospel among the congregations of the South 
Central Classis.

An additional important work of the Classis 
regarding oversight involves each of the Elder delegates 
answering questions from the Constitution concerning 
the ministry in their charge.  This gives the court of 
the Church an opportunity to assure that ministry is 
faithfully being carried out and that members of the 
Church are properly being cared for by the shepherds.

Members of Grace Reformed graciously provided 
the evening meal on Monday and the noon meal on 
Tuesday.  The delegates were all very grateful for this 
ministry of hospitality.  

On Monday evening the delegates met with mem-
bers of the host congregation for worship.  The Rev. 
David Dawn conducted the service and the Rev. Dr. 
Lee Johnson preached a message entitled “Philemon” 
from the book of Philemon.  On Tuesday morning 
the Rev. Jimmy John Hall presented a devotion from 
Psalm 19.  On several occasions the assembly also 
arose for prayer on the issues and concerns before the 
Classis.

Following the service on Monday evening, del-
egates met in the various committees to prepare 
reports for the assembly to consider.  Most of these 
reports dealt with routine business of the church, 
including the important work of providing for retired 
ministers and their widows.  

The Classis is pleased to have one student under 
care, Mr. Matthew Dawn who is studying at Heidel-
berg Theological Seminary.

It is important to mention specifically the busi-
ness of Classis in the area of Missions.   The South 
Central Classis in a joint effort by Synod supports 
the following mission works:  Christ Reformed Cha-
pel, Casper, WY, Omaha Reformed Chapel, Omaha, 
NE and Mercy Street Reformed Chapel, Denver, 
CO.  The work in Denver is in its first year and is off 
to a good start.  The work in Omaha is doing really 
well for which we praise God.  They have been able 
to completely retire their debt on their building and 
have taken early reductions in financial support.  The 
work in Casper has progressed where they are now 
ready to organize as a church with their own Consis-
tory.  All the mission works report increased atten-
dance in worship.

Report of the 34th Annual Meeting of 
the South Central Classis

Grace Reformed Church, Rapid City, SD 
March 25-26
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The Classis was able to conclude its business by 
late afternoon on Tuesday.  Please pray for the church.  
Pray for missions, pray for the ministry of the word, 
pray for the work of the Elders regarding the spiri-
tual oversight of the people of God and perhaps most 
important pray for the Ministers of the Word.  Pray 
that the Lord would use their ministry in a mighty 
way among His people, pray that the Ministers would 
be sustained in the spiritual and physical exhausting 
work in which they are engaged.

It is really important to understand that the work 
and life of the church extends beyond the local con-
gregation.  The annual meeting of the Classis is 
not only to provide oversight and conduct business 
which is of importance to all the congregations, it 
is also a good way to hold the officers of the church 
accountable and to encourage each other in the work 
of the Kingdom of Christ.

Maynard Koerner

Sioux Falls, SD

hr
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Esteemed Fathers and Brothers, 
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. 

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teach-
ing. (2 Timothy 4:2)

The above scripture does well to define the ordinary 
means of grace which seem to be the general consen-
sus of the Classis this year. There were no significant 
distractions to deter the churches from their regular 
labors. The convincing, rebuking, exhorting has con-
tinued on; as it should. Sometimes more exhorting, 
and sometimes more rebuking, but I trust it was always 
with much longsuffering and teaching.

Your president recognizes that there was some 
question concerning the lack of a pre-classis meeting 
this year, as has been out regular practice for a few 
years now. I have answered that question to the sat-
isfaction of all who have called and asked me about 
this. The legal reason is that the Executive committee 
proposed the change via circular, and nobody objected. 
The practical reason is that we spent much time in pro-
posing topics and speakers, and ultimately we agreed 
to ask a speaker to discuss church planting to benefit 
the delegates this year. Even though we had a verbal 
agreement from our chosen speaker, we soon consid-
ered that we had no budget to pay his expenses, and so 
had to reluctantly retract our request. This leads us to 
a request. Your Executive committee would be greatly 
assisted in arranging pre-classis meetings if we had a 
limited budget to work with. In your President’s opin-
ion, even a $1,000 line item budget would give us room 
to pay for a speaker, and offer a small honorarium. 

Our Classis membership statistics show slow 
growth throughout the year, with a year-end total 
growth of twenty-four souls. As always, there was 
growth mingled with loss.  Among those who have 
been lost from our rolls this year, fifteen have been 
from death, fifty-nine to erasure or discipline. Each of 
these categories is up this year. We mourn the loss of 
those souls which have been translated to glory, yet the 
weeping is but for a time, and we certainly rejoice with 
them as they continue in glory!

After a couple years of declining numbers of bap-
tisms, we rejoiced a year ago to note a 60% increase. 

Well, we have increased our number of baptisms again 
this year by five, bringing us to a total of thirty-four bap-
tisms. Of this year’s baptisms, we note that thirty-two 
were infants, and two were adult baptisms. We praise 
the Lord for each one of these covenant members.

After several years of prayer and labors, we are 
happy to reflect upon the establishment of a mission 
work in the Denver metro area. We received one new 
minister to our rolls of Classis. Rev. Chris Moulton 
was called to the work in Denver, examined at last 
year’s Classis meeting, and subsequently confirmed by 
Synod.  Welcome Rev. Moulton.

Rev. Michael McGee reported that Trinity Reformed 
Church, Sioux Falls, SD has begun labor on a 6,550 
square foot expansion project. The walls are up, and 
progress continues on this ambitious project. We pray 
that the Lord would continue to bless with spiritual 
growth, even as He is blessing in structural growth.

Rev. Scott Henry seems to be settling in at Hope 
Reformed Church, Sutton, NE. Rev. Henry’s parochial 
report indicates great activity, an ambitious preaching 
and teaching schedule, as well as the corresponding 
spiritual growth of the congregation. 

Rev. George Horner reflected upon the maturing 
spiritual growth of the Providence Reformed congre-
gation of Rock Springs, WY. The Providence con-
gregation, though they “are way out there where the 
pronghorns roam amidst the lonely expanses of sage-
brush”, are indeed an active body who love to fellowship 
with the saints. Any given week in Rock Springs may 
find the saints engaged in Sunday school, Wednes-
day Bible study, hymn-sings, prayer times, or eating 
a hearty Saturday breakfast, complete with a side of 
John Calvin’s Institutes. This June, Lord willing, Rev. 
Horner will retire from active ministry, at the young 
age of seventy five. Thank you for your many years of 
faithful service dear brother, and we pray that the Lord 
would bless both you and your lovely bride Mary Jo as 
you enjoy your retirement together. 

As noted in the introductory words, the parochial 
reports this year have generally reflected little of extra-
ordinary change, and a lot of the regular ministry of the 
church continuing and growing stronger. The church 
goes through ebbs and flows, times of much change, 
and times of general growth. Right now the Classis 

hr

South Central Classis  Presidents 
Report 2019
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seems to be generally operating in a slow-growth, nor-
mal manner. Yes, there are exceptions, but the norm is 
the continuation of the normal means of grace as the 
church moves forward.

One year ago, this Classis first met, examined, sus-
tained and welcomed Rev. Chris Moulton to be called 
as a missionary to establish a church plant in Den-
ver, Colorado. This year, your missions report notes 
that there are Bible studies, web presence, a growing 
core group, and by the writing of this report, there is 
scheduled to be weekly worship services at the newest 
mission work of our classis, Mercy Street Reformed 
Chapel in downtown Denver. We celebrate this work, 
thank all those who have labored diligently towards 
this end, and pray that the Lord would see fit to 
use this young work in a powerful way towards the 
advancement of His church in Denver.

In Casper, WY, the statistics report shows that 
Christ Reformed Chapel has grown to twenty-seven 
communicant members, while the Missions Report 
shows that there are 50-55 people as an average atten-
dance for worship. Christ Reformed has ordained a 
second elder this year, and have submitted to Classis a 
proposed constitution, as they mature into a particu-
lar congregation. It is indeed glorious to watch as the 
Lord grows His church.

Omaha Reformed Chapel is continuing to grow 
and mature as well. Rev. Klynsma reported to the 
missions committee that “the work has enjoyed an 
extended period of peace and stability.” Of note, we 
rejoice with the congregation at the news that the note 
on their building has now been paid off, even as there 
are reductions in monies from both classis and synod. 
Currently the chapel has twenty professing members, 
seven baptized members, and an average attendance 
of 35-40 souls.

The Missions Report shows that the committee is 
faithful in conducting her business, and has laid out 
ambitious plans for striving to grow the church with-
oin this classis.

We praise God for His continued blessing upon 
the churches of South Central Classis of the RCUS, 
and trustingly pray for His continued hand of blessing 
upon our labors. 

So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who 
waters, but God who gives the increase. (1 Cor. 3:7)

Respectfully submitted,

Rev. Travis Grassmid

Menno SD

As noted in the introductory words, the parochial reports this 
year have generally reflected little of extraordinary change, 

and a lot of the regular ministry of the church continuing and 
growing stronger. The church goes through ebbs and flows, 

times of much change, and times of general growth.

hr
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1.  The Lord “Bankrolls” Bach:
When a student Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-

1750)  often walked to Hamburg to listen to J.A. 
Reincken, who was the organist of the Katharinen-
Kirche there. Once while returning to Luneburg 
and virtually penniless, he rested outside by an Inn. 
Then, before his very eyes two herring-heads seemed 
to be randomly tossed into the trash. Famished, Bach 
picked up the rancid “food” to determine if any portion 
was edible, and upon examination discovered a coin in 
each head. The Godsend enabled him to enjoy a hardy 
meal and bankrolled him for another pilgrimage to 
enjoy the exhilarating musicality of Herr Reincken.  

Note: The Lord specializes in blessing His people 
with “penny” or sparrow-providences. Please bear 
with a personal example: I was once working at my 
desk at church and was overwhelmed with a sudden 
thirst for coffee.  But I was bereft of money (having 
absent-mindedly left my wallet at home). Neverthe-
less, I told myself that if I walked toward Starbucks, 
perhaps something “good” in God’s providence would 
materialize; and, lo and behold – in the alley behind 
the church I discovered  two one-dollar bills resting 
side-by-side.

2. Charles The Fifth’s Supreme 
Regret:

Charles V, who became Emperor of the Holy 
Roman Empire in 1519, presided over the most pres-
tigious  session (diet) in Church History, when he 
summoned Martin Luther to appear in Worms on 
April 18, 1521 and where he would be challenged by 
John Eck to acknowledge or repudiate his theological 
views. The Emperor thought he had Luther the heretic 
in his grasp, as he was surrounded by 24 dukes, 8 mar-
graves, 30 archbishops, bishops and abbots, 7 ambas-
sadors, papal nuncios, and deputies from free cities, 
not to mention a large soldiery at his disposal. When 
the Diet concluded, Luther remained entrenched, and 
responded to John Eck’s question as to whether he 
would retract his writings: 

 “. . .I cannot withdraw; for I am subject to the 
Scriptures I have quoted; my conscience is captive 
to the Word of God. . . .  Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise. So help me God.”  

The sequel to the story is that the Emperor had previ-
ously promised Luther safe passage so that Luther was 
enabled to escape the snare of the fowler, an escape 
that Charles later regretted, and angrily berated him-
self, even after he had abdicated and spent his remain-
ing years in a cell of a Spanish monastery, whose walls 
were alighted with clocks that he dedicated himself to 
fix and run.  He is also credited with an  uncompli-
mentary witticism toward Germans and the German 
language: “I speak Spanish to God, Italian to women, 
French to men, and German to my horse.”

Interesting addendum: Charles’ tomb can be vis-
ited today at the Royal Monastery of  San Lorenzo 
de El Esqorial, which is about 45 kilometers from 
Madrid. Tellingly, visitors sympathetic to the Refor-
mation have been known to stand before his remains 
in the monastery’s basement, humming or whispering 
Luther’s A Mighty Fortress is Our God!  

3.  The Almost Duel Among Calvinsts 
At Dort!  

All was not “peaches and cream” at the Synod of 
Dort in January 16, 1619, when during the Synod’s 
65th session a little publicized incident of scandal 
occurred. There was a “deadly” debate on the doctrine 
of election between Franciscus Gomarus and Matth-
ias Martinius. The debate’s occasion was not a battle 
between Arminians and Calvinists, as we might have 
supposed. Instead, it was  Calvinist against Calvinist, 
if that is possible? (Yes, it is!) The donnybrook con-
cerned the proper interpretation of Ephesians 1:4, 
where Paul wrote that “God chose us in Him (that is, 
in Christ) before the foundation of the world.”  Goma-
rus argued that Christ is not so much the foundation 
of our election, but rather the means by which election 
is implemented in His historical incarnation as the 
Son of God. His point was that God’s decree to elect 

Instructive Church History 
Anecdotes (5)
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occurred before His decree to create man and his Fall 
and that the Apostle’s reference to Christ meant only 
that Christ effects our election in human time. It was 
not “in Christ” as the foundation because the decree to 
elect occurred before the decree to allow man to fall 
into sin (thus supralapsarian, which means that our 
election occurred “above” or before the Fall and with-
out reference to Christ as the eternal fondation).

Gomarus was opposed by a delegate from Bre-
men, Matthias Martinius, who accused Gomarus of 
misinterpreting God’s word, arguing that Christ was 
indeed the very foundation of our election. Martin-
ius’ embraced the infralapsarian view, which held that 
God’s decree to elect occurred after God’s decree to 
create man and his Fall so that God did not make 
man with the purpose of reprobating some and saving 
others. According to John Hales, who at the time was 
English ambassador, Gomarus stood up and declared, 
“Ego hanc in me recipio,” which means “I take this 
thing to be against me.” Gomarus then removed his 
glove, cast it upon the floor, and “require[d] the Synod 
to grant them a duel.” Gomarus may have wanted to be 
martyred, or to publicize his supralapsarian viewpoint, 
or both. The challenger even repeated his challenge at 
the end of the day, but Martinius was more commit-
ted to the peace of the Church. No duel ensued, but 
not because Gomarus’ bellicose spirit became sedate. 
(Source: Aaron Denlinger, Reformation 21, Alliance of 
Confessing Evangelicals)

4.  Two Swords – But Which Is The 
More Lethal?

Anthony William Boehm (1673-1722) was a Ger-
man Lutheran royal chaplain at St. James Palace in 
London. After preaching a sermon on Exodus 20:14 
against adultery, a knight in the auditory was so 
offended that he challenged Boehm to a duel, because 
he believed his message was a vendetta earmarked 
especially against him. No doubt to most everyone’s 
surprise, Boehm actually ACCEPTED THE CHAL-
LENGE! 

When Boehm appeared for the life and death con-
test, which he no doubt watered with many heartfelt 
prayers, he came in his robes and instead of a pis-
tol, carried but one weapon, his Bible, “the sword of 
the Spirit.”  Seizing the initiative, he addressed his 
adversary accordingly: “I am sorry you were so much 
offended when I preached against that destructive 
vice; at the time I did not even think of you; here I 
appear with the sword of the Spirit, and if your con-
science condemns you, I beseech you, for your own 
salvation, to repent of your sins, and lead a new life. If 
you will, then fire at me immediately; for I would will-

ingly lose my life, if that might be the means of saving 
your soul.” The knight was so awestruck with Boehm’s 
courage and the gospel challenge, that he embraced 
Boehm, and even solicited his friendship.  

4. Thou Shalt Not Covet
Louis XI of France was given a turnip of uncom-

mon size and in turn rewarded the giver with a thou-
sand crowns, even ordering the turnip to be wrapped 
in silk and reserved among his lavish treasures. But 
a covetous courtier, observing his generosity, sought 
to “cash in” on the king’s thoughtless benevolence. He 
purchased a beautiful horse and presented the steed 
as a gift to the king, who received the gift thankfully, 
and then ordered that the turnip be fetched from his 
treasury and given to the courtier, explaining that it 
cost him 1000 crowns.  

5.  Parking Space 23:
Great men of God rarely receive their proper due 

from a world of Christ-haters who would like noth-
ing more than to flush their golden names down the 
Orwellian “memory hole.” Such was the unhappy lot 
of the bold preacher John Knox, who for a time was 
mentored by John Calvin in Geneva and was prob-
ably one of the contributors to the Geneva Bible of 
1562. Knox was Scotland’s most prestigious preacher, 
known and feared by kings and queens alike, and at his 
death the regent of Scotland stood over his grave and 
exclaimed, “Here lies one who never feared the face 
of man.”  Also, Knox was the founder of the Church 
of Scotland, introducing Presbyterian and Reformed 
government. His influence crossed the Atlantic to 
America, a country that was born from the womb of 
a Presbyterian revolution. His  statue also appears on 
the Reformation Wall in Geneva, to the right of Wil-
liam Farel, John Calvin, and Theodore Beza.

In token of Knox’s greatness, and at his demise in 
1572, he was given an honorable burial behind St. 
Giles Cathedral in Edinburgh. But with the dawn 
of the modern age some of his  countrymen were 
not as sympathetic to his memory and the gospel he 
proclaimed.  Today, Knox’s grave is located under 
the pavement of a parking lot that is marked off as 
parking Space 23!  Yet, although his exact location 
“is marked by a small, oil stained plaque in the pave-
ment,” his name and spirit are in heaven where God 
has enshrined him into His Spiritual Hall of Fame.  

Note: As far as the world is concerned, all Chris-
tians (our being “the off-scouring of the earth”) deserve 
burial under Parking Space 23.
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6.  Arius’ Literal Plunge: 
Alexander, the Primate of Alexandria, was driven 

to his knees when he learned that the arch-heretic 
Arius (who taught the damnable error  that Jesus was 
not eternally God) was appointed to regain his power 
and position in the Church. He prostrated himself, 
praying, “If Arius come tomorrow to the church, take 
me away, and let me not perish with the guilty. But 
if You pity Your Church, as You pity it, take Arius 
away, lest when he enters heresy enter with him.” The 
next morning when Arius triumphantly returned to 
be formally welcomed and reconciled to imperial 
authority, he suddenly abandoned the procession 
because of severe gastric pain. His disciples waited 
for his return, but when he seemed to linger, they dis-
covered he had collapsed in blood and fell headlong 
into an open latrine.  The orthodox Christologists 
rejoiced in his toilet-death, and reminded themselves 
of Judas Iscariot, whose demise presaged Arius’ pre-
cipitous headlong fall, when he “burst asunder in the 
midst” (Acts 1:8).   

7.  A Tweaked Prayer: 
President James McCosh (1811-1894)  of Princ-

eton University was conducting a chapel service which 
he concluded and then closed in prayer.  But while 
in the throes of praying, he suddenly remembered 
that there was an important announcement that had 
skipped his mind.  He also knew that when his prayer 
ended that the students would dart from the chapel 
without giving him a chance to convey the needed 
information.  Accordingly, he finished his prayer with 

the words: “Lord, please bless the Senior German 
Class that meets this morning at 11:00 A.M. instead 
of 10:00 A.M.” 

8.  Luther And His Katie Argue:
For their family worship, Dr. Martin Luther, read 

about Abraham’s offering his son Isaac on the altar in 
Genesis 22. His wife Katherine was awestruck; she 
said, “I do not believe it. God would not have treated 
His son like that!” 

“But Katie,” Luther retorted, “He did.”

9.  The Reformation – A “Comedy”?
Despite verses like Hebrews 13:4, an ongoing com-

plaint of Roman Catholics against the Reformers is 
that many of them desecrated their monastic vows in 
order to taste the joys of marital bliss. To them this 
was nothing but a bald sacrilege. Both Luther (who 
married Katherine von Bora when he was forty-one 
and she twenty-five,) John Calvin (who married the 
widow, Idelette, in 1540),  and John Knox (who mar-
ried Margaret when he was 54 and she but seventeen 
in 1560) provoked the frown of the Catholic world as 
represented by the scholar Disiderius Erasmus, who 
parodied the Reformation, jesting that the Reforma-
tion began as a “tragedy,” mutated into a “comedy,” and 
always ended with a “wedding.”     

Jim West

Sacramento CA

hr

"The life of a Christian is wondrously ruled in this world,  
by the consideration and meditation of the life  

of another world."

~ Richard Sibbes



May-June 2019 | 13

Beloved brethren, bond-servants and fellow sol-
diers of the Lord Jesus Christ: 

Are you not troubled with all of the news that you 
hear out there in the USA world, and what it means 
for us as followers of Christ? As ministers of the 
Word? As Elders seeking to uphold God’s truth? As 
citizens who want to see this nation out from under 
His judgment?                                                                                           

For instance, the words spoken by the sitting Gov-
ernor of Virginia, whereby he coolly, calmly, openly, 
and premeditatedly, spoke about murdering (elimi-
nating) new born babies!  Then there was the New 
York governing body, legalizing wholesale murder of 
human beings at birth, made in the image of God, and 
then, standing up and cheering about it! It is abso-
lutely horrible!  Vainly do the nations rage, and the 
people plot, as the rulers also set themselves together 
against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, 
“Let us break Their bonds in pieces and cast away Their 
cords from us,” as the psalmist revealed in Ps. 2.

So yes, brothers, we know that we are living in the 
last days, the days which are in fact, perilous, danger-
ous (II Tim. 3: 1), and filled with anti-Christian spir-
its which have been at work for many generations! (I 
John 4:1-3) Again, we see it in the ugly and perverted 
efforts to absolutely deny God’s word, and ruin or 
destroy His ordained order in regards to the family, 
the husband and wife relationship. We see it with that 
troubled gender identity and anti-marriage mob, who 
is seeking to establish their perversions as the norm. 
Such that, no God, no church, and no true believer 
in Jesus Christ shall ever oppose and speak evil of, or 
face the onslaught of that hate-filled, strongly deluded 
crowd, as well the  blinded and destined for hell 
hoards, who support them within our government!                                                                                               

Indeed the Word of God clearly sounds forth: “And 
for this reason God will send them strong delusion that 
they should believe the lie that they all may be condemned 
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrigh-
teousness.” “We know that we are of God, and the whole 
world lies under the sway of the wicked one.” II Thess. 
2:11, 12; I John 5:19

So yes, you and I, and the churches we serve, the 
moms, the dads, the covenant children, the grandpas 
and grandmas, as well as the brothers and sisters we 
preach to and work with, are living under this same 
judgment, and in these same perilous times! 

Moreover also dear fellow servants and soldiers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, as the entire false church, 
and the society which loves it, continues to denounce 
sound biblical truth; continues to denounce and 
renounce those old, ‘ancient’ three marks of the true 
church; yea, though they cast them aside as relics of 
an uninformed, intolerant, and unwanted past, meant 
only for domineering harsh religious men seeking to 
exert their control on the society of men and women, 
we must remain firm and steadfast in our callings!                                            

Therefore the Church of Jesus Christ, and this 
nation - the entire world, and of course then, our 
little R.C.U.S. and the Northern Plains Classis still 
needs our help! Still needs us to remain faithful and 
vigilant to the task and call before us. Wherefore we 
cannot be afraid of being labeled a ‘hate mongerer,’ 
a bigot, a ‘phobic’ of any kind, or of being labeled 
insensitive and mean-spirited, if, if, we are fighting 
humbly and charitably, for the truth of God’s word 
and for His glory! Indeed, let God be true, and every 
man a liar. (Rom. 3:4)                                                                               

So yes, this is the culture, the context, the realm, 
both within and without the church, in which you 
and I are supposed to carry out our callings as faith-

2019 President’s Report on the  
State of the Church

Northern Plains Classis
Reformed Church in the United States

March 18 - 19, 2019 Aberdeen, SD



14  | Reformed Herald  75 / 3

ful under-shepherds, in service to our Eternal King, 
and the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls, who gave 
Himself for the Flock, purchasing them with His own 
blood, making them His own peculiar and specially 
treasured folk.                                                                                                                       

Therefore dear brothers, may we never, ever forget 
this calling, or the One who leads us into battle on 
behalf of His Bride, and for His own excellent Name’s 
sake. May we ever lean upon His everlasting arms! 
May we ever remain steadfast in this, the blessed min-
istry of the gospel! “But thanks be to God, who gives 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, 
my beloved brethren, be steadfast immoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your 
labor is not in vain in the Lord.” I Corinthians 15:57, 58

Wherefore, it is not only with a burdened heart for 
these troubles, these sins, and these perversions of our 
society, as well as the weaknesses or impurities within 
the church that I address you this day, but it is also 
with a steadfast and confident, hope-filled trust in the 
great Head of the Church, that I am able to look you 
in the eye, and declare that the state of the Northern 
Plains Classis, and the churches, those households 
of faith, though they are under continual assault, are 
truly being well cared for, and attended to, by you, the 
Lord’s servants! Praise His name! 

For in each and every one of your reports I hear the 
battle cries! I hear the battle songs! I hear the battle 
prayers! Yes, and I hear and taste the defeats, the vic-
tories, as well as the ongoing struggles to remain faith-
ful and true, sincere and loyal, truly devoted to the 
cause, or better, to the advancement of the kingdom of 
God, yes, and to see the glorious glad tidings of great 
joy in Jesus Christ ever proclaimed before a gainsay-
ing, ever careless and troubled, jumbled up mess, and 
mass of humanity!                                                          

So praise be to His name that He has not aban-
doned us as yet, nor turned us over to the errors of the 
many, who so desire us to move toward, and walk on 
that broad path, which leads only away from the truth, 
and straight onto hell and everlasting destruction! 
So many thanks to each one of you for your faithful 
labors unto Jesus Christ and His people! 

Especially we must all rejoice and praise the name 
of our for Sovereign Lord and King for the tremen-
dous example and witness of love, labor, and down-
right evangelistic fervor we all have been blessed to 
witness and be a part of, in the life, ministry and work 
of Reverend Wes Brice, and his dear wife Ginger! May 
we all be given a small portion of what God gave to 
them, that we might stay the course! Praise His name, 
and thank you “dear ones” for your many years of lov-
ing service to your King and His people!

Along this line, as I read through your reports, I 
must say that I was truly enthused as I noted the “char-
acters,” and the different men, God has used and con-
tinues to use to feed and care for His sheep! All placed 
together, and all called to work toward the same goal, 
battling against the same foes, the same sins, while 
using the manifold gifts, personalities and strengths, 
He has given to advance His glorious kingdom. Abso-
lutely amazing and very, very special! It truly testifies 
of the Lord’s sovereign Headship, loving kindness, as 
well as His long-suffering.

Therefore men, brothers, and all those dear sisters 
who faithfully strive right alongside these under-shep-
herds, keep up the good work! Keep your ‘spiritual 
dukes’ up, and fight with all of the vigor, humility and 
strength that you can muster, always, always relying 
upon the power, the strength and the all-sufficient 
grace, which our Lord has for you, even as you labor 
for His glory, and the good of His Bride! 

As Martin Luther wrote, and we sing: “For though 
this world with devils filled, should threaten to undo us, 
we will not fear, for God hath willed His truth to tri-
umph through us, the prince of darkness grim, we trem-
ble not for him, his rage we can endure, for lo! His doom 
is sure; one little word shall fell him . . .Yes the body 
they may kill, God’s truth abideth still; His kingdom is 
forever!”

In conclusion then brethren, I believe that we are in 
for some turbulent times, both from without and from 
within the church, of which the N.P.C will not go 
unscathed, for the arrows and darts of the evil one are 
being aimed more and more directly upon us, yea, and 
upon our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God. Therefore, though we go forth as conquerors in 
Him, and will never truly be separated from His love; 
though we are to be “reformed and always reforming 
according to God’s word”, it will be necessary for us 
to remain ever vigilant in our duties, holding steadily 
to the Scriptures, our Confessions, our Directory of 
Worship, and our RCUS Constitution. 

For I know that sometimes we think we have a cor-
ner on ‘the marketplace of the gospel business,’ or an 
innovative way to deal with the cultural issues of the 
day, whereby we are tempted to adjust to them and 
their ways, and thus to tweak and mess then, with the 
truths, the practices and the traditions of the church, 
as lined out in the holy Scriptures and these docu-
ments;  therefore let us all move very slowly, carefully, 
and with our hearts grounded in the truth, with our 
spiritual eyes focused or set upon Jesus Christ, and 
His glory, and also then, upon the beloved, glorious 
Body of Christ whom we have been called to serve on 
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His behalf,  for yes indeed, we are daily, “touching eter-
nity” if you will.                  

So allow me this loving admonition: Brethren, we 
must not fail to challenge each other when needed, 
or neglect to truly hold each other accountable when 
appropriate, as we strive together in love, both here in 
the Northern Plains, as well as throughout the regions 
of the Reformed Church in the United States when 
we meet for our Synod meetings, for if we do not do 
this, then we will be, of all men, most pitiful, and not 
worthy of being called Ministers of the Word, Elders, 
or under-shepherds. 

So let us rise up and fulfill our holy obligations in 
this, the day that He has ordained we should serve 
and fight!  Let us be the generation of ministers and 
elders who sought to do our part, faithfully, loyally 
and lovingly all for His glory, as we seek the spiritual 
well-being of His holy Bride, according to His Word!                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                               

Now, I leave you with these words: “Glory in His 
holy name; let the hearts of those rejoice who seek the 

LORD! Seek the LORD and His strength; Seek His face 
evermore!”  Psalm 105:3, 4   “But we are bound to give 
thanks to God always for you, brethren beloved by the 
Lord, because God from the beginning chose you for sal-
vation through sanctification by the Spirit and belief in 
the truth, to which He called you by our gospel, for the 
obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  There-
fore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which 
you were taught, whether by word or our epistle. Now 
may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and 
Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting conso-
lation and good hope by grace, comfort your hearts and 
establish you in every good word and work.” II Thes-
salonians 2: 13-17                                                                                                                         

Respectfully Submitted,  

Reverend Paul H. Henderson   

President – Northern Plains Classis 

Pierre, SD

hr
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Divine Grace and Glory; 
Canons of Dort I
(Divine Election and Reprobation)

Introduction: My purpose in choosing the text 
before us is not in declaring certain persons to be elect, 
and others to be reprobate. We shall refrain from pre-
suming to know the secret counsels of God. 

The purpose in choosing this text is rather to serve 
as examples of God’s sovereignty, not only in election, 
but also in the conversion of His elect.

Note how we find Israel in a deplorable condition, 
which was God’s perfect judgment for their whole-
sale rejection of true worship of Jehovah. They were 
a people without a home; they had been cast out of 
their land of promise, and rightly suffering the natu-
ral consequences for their rebellion. Yet God is pleased 
to give unto them a heart of humility and true faith, 
while showing His omnipotent strength in restoring 
His people to a place of blessing.

On the other hand, we have a group of vagabonds, 
at least one of whom enjoys a Jewish name (Tobiah). 
These men as well stand as witness to the faithful-
ness and power of God. These men also recognize the 
Lord’s blessing of His people; yet these men react as 
natural man: They hate God all the more!

We see the grace and glory of God in giving unto 
His children true hearts of humility and faith, that is, 
by giving them an unnatural heart. Simultaneously, 
we see Sanballat and Tobiah being left in their natural 
state of hatred towards the grace of Jehovah, and they 
proceed to add to their judgments in their persistent 
attacks upon anything holy. 

Both groups begin from a position of judgment 
from God. Only Nehemiah and those who join with 
him are supernaturally and graciously brought into the 
renewed covenant with Jehovah. God gives His ene-
mies exactly what Jehovah’s justice demands; while He 
gives unto His elect children, exactly what His grace 
and glory demands.

Throughout Nehemiah, we stand as witnesses to 
the natural antithesis between the children of grace, 
and the children of judgment. In all of this, we see the 

glory and grace of our sovereign Lord.
This evening, we will consider three points:

Firstly, Divine Prerogative, and Human Rebellion.
Secondly, Divine Grace in Election.
Thirdly, Divine Glory in Reprobation.
And finally fourthly, the Human Response.

1) Divine Prerogative, and  
Human Rebellion

We must begin by laying the proper foundation, 
before we will be able to even begin to comprehend 
the glory of God as He expresses Himself in divine 
election and reprobation. The first stone of this foun-
dation is found in recognizing the perfect and eternal 
sovereignty of Jehovah, as contrasted with the tempo-
ral and dependency of mankind. 

Man has no standing whereby he might stand in 
judgment of God. God is perfectly righteous and is 
without flaw, while mankind by nature lives in blatant 
rebellion and has no good found in him. In short, as 
our creator, God owes us nothing. This basic truth 
is nearly universally denied in the secular world; the 
world which believes that she has every right to stand 
as the moral judge of God.

My wife Charity and I are the parents of an excep-
tionally artistically talented daughter. We stand in awe 
as she cuts and crats pieces of glass, or mold a mixture 
of plaster and skillfully molds it into a fine chess set. 
I can honestly say that not once have I witnessed her 
take a lump of plaster, clay or glass, hold it up and ask, 
“what would you like to become today?” or “are you 
happy with your current condition?” No, she will take 
the plaster, clay, or glass, and form them into whatever 
she desires. She is master over her medium.

If fallen humanity can hold mastery over the ele-
ments of our creative works, how much more for the 
God who has created all things from nothing? The 
prophet Isaiah makes this very point:

Shall the potter be esteemed as the clay; For shall the 
thing made say of him who made it, “He did not make 
me”? Or shall the thing formed say of him who formed it, 
“He has no understanding”? (Isaiah 29:16)

Canons of Dort sermon
Nehemiah 2:1-8; 4:1-6
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You see, human logic has become so warped as to 
hold God subject to the emotions, whims and political 
correctness of rebellious humanity.

If we are to recognize the beauty of God’s incom-
prehensible Grace and Glory in election and reproba-
tion, we must recognize that humanity does not enjoy 
the right to define equity, or justice, much less may we 
lay our warped view of righteousness upon God, who 
is the very definition of pure righteousness.

God owes us nothing. By grace we were made in the 
image of God. By treachery we have placed ourselves in 
the path of God’s eternal judgment.

2) Divine Grace in Election
Divine election is “the unchangeable purpose of 

God, whereby, before the foundation of the world, He 
has out of mere grace, according to the sovereign good 
pleasure of His own good will, chosen from the whole 
human race. . . a certain number of persons to redemp-
tion in Christ” (CoD I art. 5). We recognize that the 
Canons relied heavily upon both the Heidelberg cat-
echism, and ultimately upon the scriptures. Consider 
the words of Paul in Ephesians:

"Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of 
the world, that we should be holy and without blame before 
Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by 
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of 
His will, to the praise of the glory of His grace, by which He 
has made us accepted in the Beloved." (Eph. 1:4-6)

The Canons I, art.7. spells out a number of distinct 
elements which are involved in the decree of election. 
From here we are reminded that God’s decree of elec-
tions is firstly, eternal. That is, God chose you from 
before the foundations of time. You were not chosen 
because of any personal attributes which you may pos-
sess. Secondly, God’s decree of election was sovereign; 
that is, “from His good pleasure.”

Consider the reasons why God chose to set His 
love upon Israel of old. We do not need to speculate, 
God tells us in His word:

“The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose 
you because you were more in number than any other 
people, for you were the least of all peoples; “but because 
the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath 
which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought 
you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you from 
the house of bondage, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt.” (Deut. 7:7-8)

In God’s decree of election, we see His perfect attri-
butes of grace and mercy set upon display for all the 
world and angels to behold. He chose you, His child 

and a chosen church composed of “a definite number” 
to be His bride, “out of mere grace”.

To use the words of the apostle Peter, (as he applies 
Deuteronomy to the New Testament church), "But you 
are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
His own special people." (1 Pt. 2:9) 

The glory and grace of God choosing you to be His 
child is mind numbing, and awe inspiring. We would 
do well to take time away to contemplate the glorious 
gift which He has graciously given to you, His child.

As the Heidelberg catechism so well points out in 
the first QA, we find our only comfort in our union 
with Christ; and in the divine election of His church 
God sets out the gracious and glorious way in which 
He joins us to His Son. In short, we learn that our 
calling is effectually made by the Word, through the 
Spirit, through the means of true faith. All of this, 
from regeneration to glorification, is the divine work 
of our gracious Lord. What glory!

Speaking of glory, here also we see in the doctrine of 
election, that the glory is not our own, but that also is 
to be attributed to God alone. God called you, so that 
His own name might be praised. In your election, God’s 
attributes of mercy and grace are set upon display.

We see these same principles set upon display in the 
remarkable manner in which the Lord blessed Nehe-
miah. Note that Nehemiah had no right to demand 
grace from the king. Both Nehemiah and all of Israel 
were under the judgment of God for their own sins. It 
was Jehovah who made a way for the children whom He 
had chosen, to return to the land of promise; even using 
a pagan king to work for the good of God’s people.

Nehemiah reflects a picture of God’s mere grace, 
using fallen men to gloriously reflect the perfect mercy 
of our Sovereign Lord.

3) Divine Glory in Reprobation
The doctrine of reprobation is a difficult truth; a 

truth which would be easy for a minister to bypass or 
gloss over in his normal preaching schedule. By nature, 
we are repelled by the idea of God determining to ordain 
the eternal judgment of any person or persons, this is 
why we began with the sovereignty of God. As the Cre-
ator, or Potter, God is not bound to any creatures.

Peter, in his first epistle speaks of the rejection of 
Christ by the reprobate. The gospel of Christ is to this 
ungodly person, “A stone of stumbling And a rock of 
offense.” (1 Pt. 2:8)

God created mankind in covenant with Him, in 
peace. We alone have made ourselves enemies. By 
grace He has redeemed some, that is, His church. To 



18  | Reformed Herald  75 / 3

all those who are not drawn into covenant union with 
God, through Christ, God expresses His attributes of 
justice upon His enemies.

Now we must be clear, lest we fall into the error 
of equal ultimacy (That God causes the reprobate to 
rebel). God does not cause the reprobate to rebel. Note 
the pastoral approach which the Canons take (I. art. 
15) in noting that some have been “passed over”.

We can proclaim the gospel freely and boldly to all, 
proclaiming without excuse that, “If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” (1 Jn. 1:9) The gospel is to 
be proclaimed boldly to all; and all who are united to 
Christ by true faith will certainly be saved.

God’s decree of Reprobation is: “in order to display 
His justice.” Note the glory of both election and repro-
bation is centered upon God, not on man. This in itself 
is completely contrary to the natural human propen-
sity to view the work of God in a man-centered man-
ner. Both our confessions and scripture express clearly 
that these decrees are expressly for the glory of God.

Brethren, it is not all about you, it is all about God.
For the child of God, we must look upon both elec-

tion and reprobation with an attitude of awe and won-
der at the grace and glory of our Triune God!

4) Human Response
How do we as fallen and temporal humanity 

respond to these gracious and glorious decrees of God? 
Well, by nature, we as the church of our Lord, and the 
children of God will respond in a far different way 
than the ungodly reprobate who harbors only hatred 
for God and His people will respond.

The Response of the Reprobate is only one of ani-
mosity. Their religion is to serve self, and their god is 
the unholy trinity; ie. Me, Myself, and I. As such, when 
confronted with the grace and glory of God they will 
only respond indignantly, claiming that they have been 
dealt with unfairly. Yet, they live in rebellion, exactly 
as they desire. Or, as the Canons express it, they live 
in the misery “into which they have willfully plunged 
themselves.” (CoD I art. 15)

God, in no way caused the reprobate to rebel; rather 
He “permits them to follow their own ways.” Thus, they 
purposefully plunge themselves into the very pits of hell.

God is not the author of sin (“the very thought of 
which would be blaspheme”), though He does permit 
sin, and even uses sin for His purposes, but He is by no 
means the author thereof.

Thus, ultimately the response of the reprobate is 
to do precisely as he desires, (within the boundaries 
which God has set), and willfully enters into his eter-

nal torment, standing under the judgment of God. The 
reprobate has “wholly given themselves up to cares of 
the world and pleasures of the flesh (CoD I art. 16)

Though he hears the good news of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ, the reprobate responds by hating God 
even more.

The Response of the Elect is wholly different. This 
child of God responds to the decrees of God with a 
holy fear and wonder at the grace of God.

Now perhaps you find yourself wondering about 
whether or not you truly are one of the elect of God. 
Well, the authors of this confession recognize that 
among children of God, we do vary in our sense of 
assurance of faith. Yes, both the Canons of Dort and 
the Heidelberg Catechism do note that the child of 
God with true faith is granted a true assurance of sal-
vation. Yet, that sense is not always mature, and as we 
consider the depths of our sins, we may sometimes 
question our salvation, even as children of the King. 

The Canons address those who are lacking in assur-
ance of salvation. (CoD I art.16) In a pastoral manner, 
we are encouraged to not lose hope, but rather to make 
diligent use of the means of grace which God has given 
His church. (Word, Sacrament, Prayer. See Heidel-
berg Catechism QA 65 & 116)

For those who are more mature in their faith (but 
certainly never fully mature in this life), the Canons 
give yet further instruction concerning these eternal 
decrees of God.

The decrees of God must bring us to a state of 
humiliation. (CoD I. art. 13) In election and reproba-
tion, mankind is shown in his smallness, while the tri-
une God is displayed in His greatness.

Perhaps you see danger signs. How can one teach 
these doctrines to the new believer? Well even the 
Canons themselves admit that these doctrines must be 
taught, “with reverence, discretion, piety, for the glory 
of god, for the edification of the saints.” (CoD I art. 14) 
The doctrine of election is not the opening salvo in our 
evangelistic labors. We show the beauty of the gospel, 
the promise of salvation, from there, we learn of the 
sovereignty of God.

Philip did not respond to the eunuch’s question 
(Acts 8) about salvation by saying: ‘If you are elect, you 
have nothing to fear, if you are reprobate, you won’t 
care.” No, Philip took care to preach the gospel. Later, 
the finer points of doctrine would be made clear.

So we also, instruct in these doctrines and decrees 
for they are of God, but never to the expense of a clear 
presentation of the gospel to those whom God has 
place in your path.
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Now, a few words of encouragement for God’s 
people: Stop to recognize the glorious grace which 
has brought you thus far. The Lord has called you “out 
of darkness, and into His marvelous light.” All of this 
has been accomplished by grace, not in any way due to 
your worthiness. 

Stand in awe!
Just as Nehemiah was called out of bondage, and 

into service of the kingdom of God, so are we. Some 
are called as pastors, some as teachers, and all for the 
purpose of putting our shoulder to the work of God’s 
Kingdom.

Conclusion: The doctrines of election and reproba-
tion are in one sense, very difficult doctrines for us to 

comprehend. Thus, they are often twisted, distorted, 
and perverted so as to presume to bring shame upon 
our Lord.

As children who have been shown mercy and grace, 
we of all people are compelled to reflect and herald the 
grace of the gospel to those who are yet outside.

Travis Grassmid

Menno SD

* This sermon was preached with notes, for that reason the word-
ing will not be identical here, as it was when first preached. The 
outline, and sub points of the sermon have remained the same.
** All scripture references are taken from the NKJV
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Calvary Reformed Church
(Under the oversight of Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto, CA)

5380 West Lane #C, Stockton, CA  95269
www.calvaryreformedchurch.com, (209) 470-7174    

Calvary Reformed Church in Stockton, CA is 
a Western Classis and Synodical mission work of 
the RCUS under the oversight of Trinity Reformed 
Church in Modesto, CA.  We have been blessed with 
a beautiful meeting facility in Stockton that we have 
leased for nearly 2 1/2 years, where we conduct our 
weekly worship services and Sunday School, as well  as 
the Thursday evening Bible Study. Stockton CA ranks 
13th in size of all California cities, having an estimated 
population of 305,658. Our mission work is the only 
conservative Reformed Church in the city. Throughout 
the year of 2018, we have  prayed for a spiritual harvest 
of souls for the kingdom of our Lord Jesus Christ. We 
are happy to report that the Lord has begun the har-
vest and it is our prayer that more families will join in 
membership to the glory of God.

The Guzman family, pictured below, recently joined 
in church membership at Calvary Reformed Church. 
We received Ricardo and Jenny Guzman and their two 
children Christian and Isabella. Ricardo and Jenny 
were received by profession of faith. Jenny, Christian 

and Isabella received the sacrament of holy Baptism.  
Jenny’s parents (see picture to the left) are residents of 
Paradise, CA.  Providetially, their home was unscathed 
in the Paradise, CA “Camp Fire” inferno a few weeks 
ago. Three weeks ago we were also honored to receive 
Gregory Freeman, a Vietnam Veteran, into Church 
membership. He is pictured below at the 50th Anni-
versary of the Vietnam War ceremony.  He received a 
certificate of appreciation for his service sponsored by 
the Daughters of the American Revolution. Pastor’s 
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wife, Marsha, planned the event, and her husband, 
Jonathan, was present as well to receive a certificate of 
appreciation for his military service during the Viet-
nam War era. Mr. Gregory Freeman loves the Lord 
and the Word of God and is often seen in the sanc-
tuary reading God’s Word. (Gregory, pictured on the 
right, is wearing the shirt with the American flag.) We 
are looking forward to starting a new membership 
class within the next few weeks.  We will begin with 
one candidate and are praying that the Lord will send 
other prospective members as well. 

Truly the Lord is building His Kingdom here in 
the city of Stockton, CA. Calvary Reformed Church 
is committed to the labor of building the Church of 
the Lord Jesus Christ in Stockton, CA by means of 
aggressive outreach.  On October 6, 2018, we con-
ducted our second annual Reformation Conference.  
We were honored to have Rev. Dave Bush, Pastor of 
Oak Hill OPC, Sonora, CA, as the guest speaker.  Pas-
tor Jonathan Merica spoke at the conference, as well. 
The need of a spiritual reviving in the church was the 
focus of the conference, with the title of  “Revive Us 
Again”, based upon Psalm 85:6. The meeting was well 
attended and the Lord brought several visitors.

Our labors in missions is a work of faith devoted to 
the glory of God and for the furtherance of the king-
dom of God. The means we employ in reaching souls 
for the kingdom of God is primarily through prayer, 
the proclamation of God’s Word, door-to-door evan-
gelism, and an aggressive social media outreach. Mem-
bers are encouraged to pray regularly in family prayer 
for evangelism as we also are engaged in corporate 
prayer as well.  We are proclaiming the Word of God 
with weekly sermons on sermonaudio.com. The ser-

mons are also posted on our website for those looking 
for a sampling of the ministry of the Word in the wor-
ship services. 

We believe personal contact in the community is 
necessary for evangelism, therefore, each Wednesday 
Pastor and other members go throughout neighbor-
hoods distributing literature, inviting families to attend 
the services of Calvary Reformed Church. Around 150 
to 175  church brochures are distributed each week 
during this time. We also use social media to reach 
families in the community. I post five weekly devotion-
als on Facebook that are well received. On Mondays, 
a Facebook boost is made of the Scripture texts and 
titles of our Bible studies, Sunday school and Wor-
ship Services. The Facebook boost is useful in target-
ing residents in our geographical area, within a 5-mile 
radius, to attend our services.  At the end of the week 
the statistics of the number of “views” and “likes” are 
made available to us. Typically, we have about 1,000 
views and about 125 “likes” and “loves.” 

We express much gratitude to the Western Classis 
and the RCUS Synod for their prayers and charitable 
missions support. As we labor together in the kingdom 
of God, may we glorify the Lord for multiplying His 
many blessings upon us. Please continue to pray for us 
that we will see many precious souls coming to faith 
in Jesus Christ through the gospel ministry. Also, pray 
that the Lord will give us greater grace to labor for His 
glory alone. 

In Christ’s Love for His glory,

Rev. Jonathan Merica

hr
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In his 1541 Edition of the “Institutes of the 
Christian Religion, John Calvin presents, in Book 
2, an exposition of the Apostles’ Creed.  Our calen-
dars might have noted Ascension Day and we in the 
RCUS esteem its commemoration enough to move 
our Synod date, as we did this year. As you read this, 
the Ascension sermon you might have heard is now 
about a month past, but still within the time-frame of 
this bi-monthly issue, your Editor hopes! No matter 
the calendar, it is ever beneficial for us Christians to 
reflect on Christ Jesus’ ascension to heaven, and John 
Calvin remains a theologian whose words are worth 
a meditative heeding.  This, in part, is what he writes 
(Beveridge translation):

“The resurrection is naturally followed by the ascen-
sion into heaven. For although Christ, by rising again, 
began fully to display his glory and virtue, having laid 
aside the abject and ignoble condition of a mortal life, 
and the ignominy of the cross, yet it was only by his 
ascension to heaven that his reign truly commenced. 
This the Apostle shows, when he says he ascended “that 
he might fill all things,” (Eph. 4:10); thus reminding 
us, that under the appearance of contradiction, there is 
a beautiful harmony, inasmuch as though he departed 
from us, it was that his departure might be more use-
ful to us than that presence which was confined in a 
humble tabernacle of flesh during his abode on the 
earth. Hence John, after repeating the celebrated invi-
tation, “If any man thirst, let him come unto me and 
drink,” immediately adds, “the Holy Ghost was not yet 
given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified,” ( John 
7:37, 39). This our Lord himself also declared to his 
disciples, “It is expedient for you that I go away: for if 
I go not away the Comforter will not come unto you,” 
( John 16:7). To console them for his bodily absence, he 
tells them that he will not leave them comfortless, but 
will come again to them in a manner invisible indeed, 
but more to be desired, because they were then taught 
by a surer experience that the government which he 
had obtained, and the power which he exercises would 
enable his faithful followers not only to live well, but 
also to die happily. 

And, indeed we see how much more abundantly 
his Spirit was poured out, how much more gloriously 
his kingdom was advanced, how much greater power 
was employed in aiding his followers and discomfiting 
his enemies. Being raised to heaven, he withdrew his 
bodily presence from our sight, not that he might cease 
to be with his followers, who are still pilgrims on the 
earth, but that he might rule both heaven and earth 
more immediately by his power; or rather, the promise 
which he made to be with us even to the end of the 
world, he fulfilled by this ascension, by which, as his 
body has been raised above all heavens, so his power 
and efficacy have been propagated and diffused beyond 
all the bounds of heaven and earth. This I prefer to 
explain in the words of Augustine rather than my own: 
“Through death Christ was to go to the right hand of 
the Father, whence he is to come to judge the quick 
and the dead, and that in corporal presence, according 
to the sound doctrine and rule of faith. For, in spiritual 
presence, he was to be with them after his ascension,” 
(August. Tract. in Joann. 109). In another passage he 
is more full and explicit: “In regard to ineffable and 
invisible grace, is fulfilled what he said, Lo, I am with 
you alway, even to the end of the world (Mt. 28:20); 
but in regard to the flesh which the Word assumed 
in regard to his being born of a Virgin, in regard to 
his being apprehended by the Jews, nailed to the tree, 
taken down from the cross, wrapt in linen clothes, laid 
in the sepulchre, and manifested on his resurrection, 
it may be said, Me ye have not always with you. Why? 
because, in bodily presence, he conversed with his dis-
ciples forty days, and leading them out where they saw, 
but followed not, he ascended into heaven, and is not 
here: for there he sits at the right hand of the Father: 
and yet he is here, for the presence of his Godhead 
was not withdrawn. Therefore, as regards his divine 
presence, we have Christ always: as regards his bodily 
presence, it was truly said to the disciples, Me ye have 
not always. For a few days the Church had him bodily 
present. Now, she apprehends him by faith, but sees 
him not by the eye.”

John Calvin on Christ Jesus’ 
Ascension into Heaven

hr
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TRUST         PEACE         JOY        

PATIENCE         MEDITATE         DISCIPLINE        

FAMILY         AFFECTION         OBEY        

LISTEN         HOLY SPIRIT         BLESSINGS        

PRAY         WISDOM         LOYAL        

HOPE         FAITH         CREATION        

ANGELS         LOVE         JEHOVAH        

Love Never Fails

X N N Y Q E C Q F V T E L X X I C K S L F D I I
M Q C P E A C E V E H P O H U Y M N C U I R H Q
S L E G N A W V K A B C Y V X W Z K V W P A L B
X J A J Q K R L Z Y V K A P K O Y R I B X D K L
T C C V J A K Q B C A T L S O P N U T O K H M D
X N O I T A E R C D O F L H B Z V K Y Y A O I A
S L J A D O J Y J Y B T D O A M K Q F D Q L S P
G W U F E W W I C R E W A B B Y L I M A F Y N V
N E Z A E P O H M A Y N T Y F I X N J P F S L A
I T D U U K G S H K G T S U R T D N Z Y C P X H
S B K R T V V Z H T I A F P D P J W O T E I D J
S Q N H C H Y P T O D L P R A Y E C P B N R A D
E W L G B R V L L D E C P K I G H E I P I I I Y
L U W D F G V I H K V S L M P V O Z U A L T S A
B Z P H I T W S K D O P M E H O V N F N P W Z J
S J I A F P I T S S L A Y D W C A L S Y I J Z Y
Y Y S F E L Y E P R U T D I R C H Q J U C N P U
Q G L F S Z H N R E F I N T P R V Z A C S J F J
S M G E C J Q V P R G E K A S C B J X T I E H F
Y R C C W C K M B J B N G T S I Z G H I D Y P I
T I W T V C I Z X T G C M E B C G T O V N R J B
C Z J I C J O Y K T W E R P N R K G C F U H L R
T C T O M O D S I W I Q G Z Y G L K L J Q X Z H
I Y I N Q Y M E X L S H J F H P C G U J L U V R
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ChurchNews
Grace Reformed Church

“Grace Reformed Church (Mitchell, SD) is pleased 
to announce that Nathaniel Strong successfully 
passed his confirmation exam and was received 
into communicate membership by a profession 
of faith and partook of the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supperon June 2, 2019. 

We praise the Lord for his faithfulness to his 
covenant promises from generation to generation.”
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ChurchNews
News from Providence RCUS,

Vermillion, SD

We thank God that the Haverhals 
family joined our congregation on 
March 31, 2019.  

Upon the membership vows of 
Paul and Erin, their six baptized 
children were brought in also. 

They are from the left: Wilhelmina, 
Cora, Dreaka, Adriana, Arie, and 
Hendrik.


