
GOD’S SOVEREIGN GRACE IN CHRIST

May-June 2018 ~ Volume 74, Number 2

Reformed
Herald



2  | Reformed Herald  74 / 2

Reformed Herald
God’s Sovereign Grace in Christ ~ 
Volume 74 | Number 2
Editor Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Editorial Advice Committee K. Carroll,  
J. Connely, M. Powell, T. Schieffelin, R. Stetler
Publications and Promotions Committee  
S. Carr, P. Henderson, R. Huber, R. Klynsma,  
T. Marinelli, C. Muether, C. Schwichtenberg,  
R. Zartman
Design Premier Printing Ltd.
Subscriptions & Address Changes  
Subscriptions are $18 per year.   
Contact: Rev. Frank Walker  
6121 Pine Vista Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758 or 
ReformedHeraldSubscriptions@gmail.com
Submitting Articles Reformed Herald,  
c/o Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen, 7411 Center Road, 
Manitowoc, WI 54220, or kydoso@gmail.com. 
Articles should be submitted one month prior to being 
printed. (For the January-February issue, the deadline 
is December 1st.)  Inclusion of an article is subject to 
the decision of the Editor and the Editorial Advice 
Committee.  Signed articles are the positions of the 
author.
Copyright @2018 by the Reformed Church 
in the U.S. All rights reserved. Requests to 
reproduce material should be made to the editor. 
The views expressed are not necessarily those of 
the editors or official positions of the RCUS.
Any media with the caption “Logos Bible 
Software” is copyright 2017 by Lexham Press. 
Lexham is a registered trademark of Faithlife 
Corporation. (www.logos.com) 

Editorial – How Christians
  Say Goodbye 2

 Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen
Book Review – To Win our

Neighbors for Christ 4
Rev. J.P. Mosley, Jr.

Sabbath Command 7
Rev. David Fagrey

Marriage – Made in Heaven? 9
Rev. David A. Dawn

Northern Plains Classis
President's Report 12 
  Rev. Paul Henderson 
Report on the 33nd Session 15 
  Rev. Dave Irwin 

Western Classis
President's Report 18 
  Rev. Tracy Gruggett 
Report on the 33nd Session 21 
  Rev. Thomas Mayville 

Ordination and Installation of
Rev. Ruben Zartman 22

Church News 23

RCUS Ladies 24

How Christians Say Goodbye

One of the hardest (and at the same time most precious) things I have 
ever experienced is saying goodbye to a Christian as he or she is about to 
die.  Our local Consistory recently had the challenging opportunity to do 
just that to one of our own, as God called an elder home to glory.  We met 
in his home for our regularly scheduled meeting, so that he could partici-
pate.  Our devotion was based on Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian 
elders in Acts 20:17-38.  I encourage every believer to study and reflect on 
this passage, and then go put these lessons into practice in your life.  Do 
not wait for some other time (which may never come) to tell your fellow 
Christian laborers in the Kingdom how much they truly mean to you and 
to the service of Christ’s Church.  There are important lessons here for all 
of us, whether or not we are a pastor or elder.

The first thing we noticed is that Paul mentions a common past.  They 
knew the manner in which he had lived and ministered among them.  He 
served the congregation with humility, tears, and trials, all for the sake of 
the gospel (verses 18-20).  We ought to view other believers in our church 
as more than acquaintances.  We certainly shouldn’t view other believ-
ers as annoyances in that other pew over there.  We are a true band of 
brothers and sisters, serving the Lord Jesus as fellow soldiers in the Lord’s 
army.  So recount to one another the battles you have fought together for 
the Lord’s cause: perhaps the way you handled a family crisis in the con-
gregation, or a wayward college student, or a middle-aged couple who 
doubted if others in the congregation really were as serious about being 
a Christian as they were.  Yes, this will include recalling battle scars which 
may still be present today.  Yet it is a glorious reminder that we were not 
trying to please people, but we were seeking to please the Lord.  We study 
His Word, and follow where He leads, regardless of how popular it will be 
or which family clan might get their toes stepped on.

The second thing we noticed is a concern for the future (verses 28-31).  
All of our days are numbered.  And all of us have all of our days num-
bered.  Nobody is exempt from growing older, sicker, and dying.  Strong 
and faithful elders, deacons, and ministers will not be able to personally 
lead the church forever.  The same is true for godly parents and grand-
parents.  The Apostle Paul realized this as well.  So he viewed it as his 
responsibility as a faithful leader to prepare the next generation of leaders 
for their task, so that they would be able to serve the Lord and His people 
even when Paul was gone.  Paul declared “the whole counsel of God” to 
the congregation not only because it was Paul’s duty before God, but 
because that was what would sustain the congregation and its leaders to 
fulfill their duty before God.  The church leaders who must carry on with-
out Paul needed to “take heed” to themselves and the flock.  How would 
they know how to “shepherd the church of God which He purchased 
with His own blood”?  Through the whole counsel of God that Paul had 
preached.  They must keep preaching it.  It is their turn now.  That is 
how they will identify the “savage wolves” that would come in among the 
flock.  The church cannot rest content with “the good old days” when we 
had great preaching and a lively congregational life.  We must stay ever 
on guard and press on.  This is an important reminder to us as we have an 
entire generation of godly pastors, elders, and deacons, who are retiring 
and going on to heavenly rest.

The last thing we noticed is a benediction of God’s grace (verse 32).  
Being a church leader (and a church member) requires a God-centered 
life.  Nobody joins a Consistory as an elder, deacon, or minister for his 
own glory.  His purpose must be to guard the flock, to preserve the true 
preaching, to promote it, and to provide the best setting conducive for 
the members and the pastor to interact (by keeping the building in good 
repair, by providing adequate support for the pastor).  The Apostle put 
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his dear brothers in the best place possible: under the 
Almighty care of God.  He wanted to give an inheri-
tance to his fellow elders that would be truly precious 
to them.  He wanted to give them final words and 
encouragements which they would come back to 
again and again in the future when they faced dark 
days and Paul was not around.  So Paul pointed them 
beyond Paul and his legacy, and unto God and the 
word of His grace.  He is able to build them up and 
give them an inheritance.

Have you thanked God recently for the elders He 
has given to you? For the deacons?  For the pastor(s)?  
Have you thanked God that He has given you to 

them, and to everyone else in the congregation, as a 
mutual gift for encouragement and growing together 
into the maturity of faith in the bond of peace?  (See 
Ephesians 4:1-4, and verses 11-16)  Do not wait for 
tomorrow, but have these precious conversations 
now, as soon as possible.  You will not regret it.  May 
you know the blessing of being commended to God 
for Him to bless you.

Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen

Manitowoc, Wisconsin

hr

NOTE TO OUR READERS:  

This will be my last issue as Editor for the Reformed Herald.  By the time you read this, Synod will have elected a new 
editor who will continue to serve the RCUS in this way.  I thank you for your prayers and support over these past four 
years.  I am not going away, just serving the denomination in other ways.  I also plan to regularly submit articles to the 
new editor.  

Consistory of Salem Ebenezer RCUS, Manitowoc, Wisconsin, 2003
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NOTE: The following book review was completed for 
a book assigned in the D. Min. program at Heidelberg 
Theological Seminary.  The course was on the Use of 
Creeds and Confessions in the Pastoral Ministry, taught 
by Dr. Frank H. Walker, adjunct professor.

Many people consider confessional documents 
as just that – confessional documents – but 

upon further reflections inspired by this book, those 
documents must be viewed in light of such a passage 
as Matthew 10:32-33, “Therefore whoever confesses 
Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father 
who is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, 
him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.” 
(NKJV). There, Jesus is preparing his disciples to 
enter into pastoral ministry with the specific focus 
upon missions and evangelism. The key to the success 
of this form of ministry will be upon what one says 
or confesses concerning the Christ. If they faithfully 
confess Christ publicly, then Christ will confess them 
before his Father in Heaven. The negation of this 
stands equally true. If they were to deny Jesus Christ 
before men publicly, then He will deny them before 
His Father in Heaven. 

With this said, we turn to Bredenhof ’s work. His 
thesis for the book is found on page xii, “To say that 
the Reformation and the confessional documents it 
produces have little or nothing to say about mission is 
simply mistaken. Proving that is one goal of this book. 
The other goal is to help Reformed believers under-
stand their own confessions and how these confes-
sions drive them to care about a world lost in unbelief. 
Our confessional heritage also leads us to action for 
those enslaved to sin and unbelief because it is bib-
lical – a faithful summary of the message of God’s 
Word. Contrary to what many missiologists would 
have us believe, giving more attention to our confes-
sional standards will make us more mission oriented 
and outward looking, not less.”

He goes on to define missions this way, “Mission is 
the official sending of the church to go and make dis-
ciples by preaching and witnessing to the good news 
of Jesus Christ in all nations through the power of the 
Holy Spirit.” In other words, he says, “the mission of 
the church is evangelism.” (page xiii)

This little book includes three chapters and a conclu-
sion. The chapters follow the historical development of 
what we have come to call the Three Forms of Unity. 
He begins with the first document written, namely the 
Belgic Confession of Faith, then the Heidelberg Cat-
echism, and this is followed by the Canons of Dort. 
While this is the historical approach to these docu-
ments, it may not be the most practical. For many have 
come into the Reformed traditional way of thinking 
in the reverse. Many have started off as simply a “five-
point Calvinist”, meaning they may have studied the 
Canons of Dort, or at least the positive articles of what 
we believe. Then, some will consider the Heidelberg 
Catechism. Following a serious study of the Catechism, 

Wes Bredenhof, To Win Our Neighbors for Christ:  
The Missiology of the Three Forms of Unity.  

Grand Rapids, MI: Reformation Heritage Books. 2015.

Book Review –  
To Win our Neighbors for Christ
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which teaches us that there is more to being Reformed 
than just five points, one is then encouraged to bring 
it all together in the Belgic Confession of Faith. With 
this more practical approach, it may be helpful to read 
this book in reverse, starting in chap-
ter three and moving backwards, and 
reading the conclusion at the end. For 
the purpose of this review, we will fol-
low the order provided in the table of 
contents and begin in Chapter One: 
The Belgic Confession.

The author begins by pointing how 
this confessional statement stands out 
above the rest when he says, “The Bel-
gic Confession is one of a kind: it is 
the only ecclesiastically adopted con-
fession written by a martyr.” (page 1) 
Bredenhof goes on to give a historical 
sketch of the author of the Confes-
sion, Guido de Brès. The author makes the point that 
while this is the oldest document in the Three Forms 
of Unity, it is “one that bears the marks of John Calvin’s 
influence, even down to particular expressions or argu-
ments drawn straight from the Genevan Reformer.” 
(page 5) Bredenhof points us toward other influences 
upon the confession, namely the French Confession of 
Faith, which Calvin had a “direct role” in composing. 

The author shares de Brès’ purpose for writing this 
Confession of Faith, “It was intended not only to con-
vince the Roman Catholic authorities of the legiti-
macy of the Reformed churches and to persuade them 
to be tolerant, but also, most importantly, to win them 
to the true gospel of Jesus Christ.” (page 5-6)  Here is 
where we find, historically speaking, the missional or 
evangelistic purpose of the Confession of Faith. Not 
only does this point take us into the next section of 
the chapter, but it is further developed with a list of 
nations containing Reformed Churches which adhere 
to the Belgic Confession of Faith. This is simply a 
testament to de Brès’ clarity with the Gospel and his 
focus on seeing the lost saved by placing this confes-
sion upon their lips. 

Bredenhof begins by first considering how this 
document was used in the past as a missional docu-
ment. The author’s first point is to take us to how the 
Reformers viewed those still in the Roman Church. 
As stated earlier, de Brès wrote the Belgic Confession 
with hopes of converting some from Rome to the true 
church. The argument is not that the Christian church 
began at the Reformation. No, de Brès recognized 
that there were many believers in the church prior to 
the Reformation, but now that the Reformation had 
clearly defined the Gospel, those who denied the Gos-
pel were found to be the apostate church or apostate 

believers. Our author points out that the Reformers 
had negative views concerning the Roman church. 
While many people today consider them brothers in 
the faith, the Reformers denied this claim. In fact, the 

author points to Calvin and says, “…it was John Calvin 
who had the greatest influence on de Brès and the Bel-
gic Confession. Calvin’s view of Roman Catholics was 
basically in line with Luther’s. For example, he writes in 
the Institutes of how there is no difference between the 
Romanists and the Turks.”1 With this said, the historic 
position of the Belgic’s author stood with the other 
Reformers in saying the Roman Church needed to con-
fess the true doctrine of the Scriptures. This true faith 
is summarized in the Belgic Confession of Faith.

The author’s second point is to consider how this 
book is and can still be used for missional purposes 
today. Bredenhof closes out this chapter with a prac-
tical look at how this Confession of Faith can be used 
in mission churches. This chapter was very helpful 
and insightful.

Continuing the author’s historical walk through the 
Three Forms of Unity, we now consider his chapter 
on the Heidelberg Catechism. Bredenhof begins by 
considering B.B. Warfield’s critique of the Heidel-
berg Catechism. Warfield’s main critique is that it 
starts with a man-centered question. This criticism, 
however, is unwarranted, for Warfield’s precious 
Westminster Shorter Catechism also begins with 
a question focused on man, “What is the chief end 
of man?” This question is just as focused on man as 
the first question and answer of the Heidelberg Cat-
echism. While this is always an interesting criticism 
to consider, one wonders if this was a helpful begin-
ning to Bredenhof ’s plan to show whether or not the 
Heidelberg Catechism is to be used in a missions or 
evangelical context. 

Nonetheless, the author follows his practice of 
giving his readers the historical context for the writing 
of the Heidelberg Catechism. To summarize, Elector 

"The Heidelberg Catechism  
is a missionary document.  

The Reformation was not merely about 
getting people to change churches.  
It was about bringing people to the  

true gospel of Jesus Christ.”
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Frederick III desired to teach those in the Palatinate 
what it meant to be Reformed. There had been many 
debates between the Reformed and the Lutherans. 
There had also been many debates between the 
Reformed and the Papists. Not to mention, the rise 
of the Anabaptist movement would necessitate a 
response by the Reformed so that the children of 
the Reformed church could know what they believe 
and why they believe. In other words, the Heidelberg 
Catechism seems to have originated for the purpose 
of aiding Reformed believers by giving them a credible 
answer to the challenges to our faith brought about 
by other groups who claimed to follow the same 
Scriptures. While this may be apologetical to some, 
to others it is simply answering the questions of those 
who are uninformed.  This activity must be understood 
as evangelism, therefore. 

The next question our author desires to wrestle with 
is whether or not the Heidelberg Catechism can be 
used as a missionary document. This actually brings 
returns to the introduction of the book where the 
author defined the missionary work of the church as 
pure evangelism. This evangelism is seen now in ques-
tion and answer forms also known as a catechism. This 
ultimately was Frederick’s concern, that those growing 
up in the church would be properly evangelized with 
the Reformed faith. Bredenhof proves his point by 
saying, “As an instrument of the Reformation in the 
Palatinate, the Heidelberg Catechism can certainly be 
regarded historically as a missionary document. The 
Reformation was not merely about getting people to 
change religious or ecclesiastical affiliations. It was 
about bringing people to the true gospel of Jesus Christ 
so that they would find abiding life in Him.” (page 39) 
With this understanding in mind, the author turns to 
the many missionaries who actually used the Heidel-
berg Catechism as a tool for evangelism and catechizing 
new believers on the mission field. It is for this reason 
today many churches use the Heidelberg Catechism as 
their main text book for new member classes. The Hei-
delberg Catechism continues to serve the church as a 
fantastic summary of the Gospel.

The third and final chapter considers the final install-
ment of the Three Forms of Unity, namely the Canons 
of Dort. Unlike the other two documents, the Canons 
were brought about because of one country’s theologi-
cal controversy. Due to Jacobus Arminius’s influence 
in the Dutch Reformed churches, the Church orga-
nized a Synod meeting to answer Arminius’s followers’ 
challenges to the Gospel.

While this was a Dutch matter, the Synod had 
invited several delegates from other countries. The dele-
gates that attended the meetings were British, German, 

and Swiss. The only nation that was unable to attend 
were the French due to political hindrances. The meet-
ing started in November of 1618 and went to May of 
1619. The Remonstrants were allowed to present their 
theological case, but they were finally told to leave the 
assembly, and the Synod proceeded in their absence. 
(pages 64-65)  The conclusion of this meeting has led 
to one of most highly used documents of all time. 

As was noticed earlier in this review, many came into 
the Reformed understanding of grace and the Scrip-
ture through a study of the Canons of Dort, which 
only brings up the question: is the Canons of Dort a 
missionary document?

To find the answer to this question, one must not 
only read the positive statements, but they should also 
consider the negative statements, “the rejections of 
error.” The author makes this point on page 70, “Dort 
was saying that the Arminians, insofar as they might 
hold to Pelagian positions, are lost. Strictly speak-
ing, consistent Arminians are not saved because they 
are not holding to the biblical gospel of free grace in 
Christ alone. This might be an unpopular position to 
maintain today, but this is what the Canons of Dort 
assert in as many words.” 

In other words, they viewed the Arminians as a com-
pletely different religion. Bredenhof says on page 71, “…
there was really no hint of a conscious effort to persuade 
and win the Arminians. The time for that was long past. 
This was the time for judgment and admonition.”

So, what is the conclusion to any church court deci-
sion? When a person is officially admonished in the 
church? The end goal is evangelism. The end goal is 
reconciliation. The goal of the Canons is to reveal the 
apparent heretical errors of Arminianism, and hope 
that the preaching of the Gospel would turn them 
back to the true faith of the Scriptures (page 81).

To conclude, this was a very helpful book, and I look 
forward to reading the rest in this series. [Editor’s note: 
In addition to this book by Bredenhof, the titles currently 
available in the “Explorations in Reformed Confessional 
Theology” series from Reformation Heritage Books, 
Daniel R. Hyde, In Defense of the Descent (2009); Ryan 
M. McGraw, By Good and Necessary Consequence (2012); 
Ryan M. McGraw, The Ark of Safety: Is There Salvation 
Outside of the Church? (2018).]

Rev. J.P. Mosley, Jr.

Colorado Springs, CO

1 Page 9, footnote 20, John Calvin, Institutes of the Christian Reli-
gion, ed. John McNeill, trans. Ford Lewis Battles (Philadelphia: 
Westminster Press, 1960), 4.2.10.

hr
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The Hebrew word ‘sabbath’ means ‘rest’, or ‘ceas-
ing from labor.’ God established the weekly 

Sabbath day when He finished His work of creation in 
six days and rested the seventh day: “on the seventh day 
God ended His work which He had done, and He rested 
on the seventh day” (Gen. 2:2, NKJV). God’s resting 
does not mean He was tired or stopped His work of 
providentially preserving and governing the universe 
( John 5:17). It means He ceased His work of creation. 
After creation week, for example, God did not create 
any new people but He brought new people into exis-
tence according to His providential laws of reproduc-
tion. God’s rest also means He delighted in His finished 
work of creation. “God saw everything that He had 
made, and indeed it was very good” (Gen. 1:31); “on 
the seventh day He rested and was refreshed” (Ex. 31:17). 
God was refreshed “in the sense of His receiving joy 
and delight in the contemplation of the beauty of what 
He had created” (Douglas Kelly, Creation and Change, 
238). “Then God blessed the seventh day and sanctified it, 
because in it He rested from all His work” (Gen. 2:3). To 
bless a day means to make it a day of blessing for man. 
The Lord Jesus said, “The Sabbath was made for man” 
(Mark 2:27). To sanctify (make holy) a day means to 
set it apart from the other days. By resting the seventh 
day God set it apart from the other six days to be a 
day of rest for man – to imitate God’s rest. Thus, the 
main purpose of ceasing from work is not for physical 
refreshment, but spiritual refreshment! 

John Calvin wrote, “God rested; then He blessed this 
rest…He dedicated every seventh day to rest, that His 
own example might be a perpetual rule.” Since “it was 
commanded to men from the very beginning that they 
might employ themselves in the worship of God, it is 

right that it should continue to the end of the world” 
(Commentary on Genesis 2:3). 

“The principle underlying the Sabbath is formulated 
in the Decalogue itself. It consists in this, that man 
must copy God in his course of life” (Geerhardus Vos, 
Biblical Theology, 139). “Remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy [set apart]. Six days you shall labor and do all 
your work, but the seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord 
your God. In it you shall do no work.” Why? “For in six 
days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, 
and all that is in them, and rested the seventh day. There-
fore, the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and hallowed 
[sanctified] it” (Ex. 20:9-11). The unchanging moral 
principle of the Sabbath command is that God created 
us in His image to imitate Him in all of life – to work 
six days for His glory and to rest one day for His glory. 
The fall ruined our ability to imitate God, but redemp-
tion through faith in Christ restores our ability to imi-
tate God out of thankfulness for salvation. “Therefore, 
be imitators of God as dear children” (Eph. 5:1); “be holy 
for I am holy” (1 Pet. 1:16). 

The day can change without changing the moral 
principle. Christ’s resurrection on the first day of the 
week did not abolish the weekly cycle of working six 
days and resting one day for God’s glory (Matt. 5:17). 
Rather, it showed that Christ perfectly fulfilled the law, 
paid the eternal penalty of sin, and obtained eternal 
life (eternal rest!) for all who believe in Him (Heb. 
4:3). The new covenant has a new day of rest ( just as 
it has new signs and seals – baptism and the Lord’s 
Supper) to show that sinners are saved only by trusting 
(resting) in the finished work of Christ alone!

Sabbath Command
“Question 103: What does God require in the fourth Commandment?

In the first place, God wills that the ministry of the Gospel and schools be maintained, 
and that I, especially on the day of rest, diligently attend church to learn the Word of God, 

to use the holy sacraments, to call publicly upon the Lord, and to give Christian alms.  
In the second place, that all the days of my life I rest from my evil works, allow the Lord  

to work in me by His Spirit, and thus begin in this life the everlasting Sabbath.” 

– Heidelberg Catechism
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As one of the authors of our Catechism stated, this 
new day of rest, which “God has instituted through the 
church [under the authoritative leadership of the apos-
tles],” is “the first day of the week, which is called Sunday, 
or, more properly, the Lord’s Day, which the Christian 
Church has observed in the place of the seventh day 
from the time of the Apostles [Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:7], 
in view of the resurrection of Christ, as appears from 
what the Apostle John says: ‘I was in the Spirit on the 
Lord’s Day” (Rev. 1:10)’.” (Zacharias Ursinus, Commen-
tary on the Heidelberg Catechism, 562).

In regards to Romans 14:5, Galatians 4:10, and 
Colossians 3:16, most Reformed commentators agree 
with Matthew Henry: “Paul is not speaking of the 
Sabbath command. Paul is speaking about special 
Jewish feast days, such as Passover, Pentecost, new 
moons, and the feast of Tabernacles.” 

The main focus on the day of rest is still spiri-
tual worship and refreshment – to “call the Sabbath 
a delight,” to “delight yourself in the Lord” (Isaiah 
58:13). This is why there is still to be a holy assem-
bly every Sabbath (Lev. 23:3; Heb. 10:24-25). “God 
will not only be praised and called upon by everyone 
privately, but also publicly by the whole church [Ps. 
68:26], for His own glory and comfort. It is for this 
reason that Christ has added a special promise to 
such prayers as are offered up publicly [Matt. 18:19-
20]” (Ursinus, 571). The ministry of God’s Word is 
still the means by which God saves and sanctifies 
His elect (Ex. 31:17; Acts 15:21; 20:7; Rom. 10:17; 
Eph. 4:11-16). 

Therefore, “To keep holy the Sabbath, is not to 
spend the day in slothfulness and idleness; but to…
devote it to the purpose for which God instituted it” 
(Ursinus, 558); “to frequent the public gatherings of 
the saints for the purpose of hearing and learning the 
doctrine delivered from heaven [Acts 2:42], and hav-
ing heard it, to meditate seriously upon it and inquire 

into its truth [Acts 17:11]” (Ursinus, 567). It is our 
daily duty to meditate in Scripture (Ps. 1:2), but “every 
seventh day has been especially selected for the pur-
pose of supplying what was lacking in daily medita-
tion” (Calvin, Gen. 2:3).

“When God forbids us to work on the Sabbath 
day, He does not forbid every kind of work [such as 
works of love, which our own necessity or that of our 
neighbor requires (Matt. 12:7-12; Mark 2:27)], but 
only such works as… hinder the worship of God, 
and the design and use of the ministry of the church” 
(Ursinus, 558). Some believers work on the Sabbath 
out of necessity – nurses, public officers, and others. 
But they can still make time for private devotions and 
Bible study. 

Every commandment has a wider meaning, as Jesus 
pointed out in the Sermon on the Mount. You shall 
not murder also means you shall not hate your brother 
in your heart (Matt. 5:21-22). You shall not commit 
adultery also means you shall not lust after a woman 
in your heart (Matt. 5:27-28). You shall do no work 
on the day of rest also means you shall rest every day 
from your evil works, allow the Holy Spirit to work 
in your heart (by doing your daily Bible reading and 
prayer), and thus begin in this life the everlasting Sab-
bath (cf. Heb. 4:9-10). 

To sum up [lest we make too sharp a distinction 
between the “continental” and “puritan” view of the 
Sabbath]: “The Lord’s Day (Sunday) shall be kept a 
holy day, devoted to the public worship of the Lord, to 
reading the Holy Scriptures, to private devotions, and 
to works of love and mercy” (Constitution of the RCUS, 
Article 180).

Rev. David Fagrey

Rapid City, SD

The unchanging moral principle of the Sabbath command 
is that God created us in His image 

to imitate Him in all of life – 
to work six days for His glory 

and to rest one day for His glory

hr
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Sooner or later, every married Christian couple is 
going to ask themselves this question: what will 

their relationship be like in heaven?
Let me begin with an illustration. In 1936, my 

maternal grandfather died in his home. Thirty-two 
years later, his wife, my maternal grandmother, died 
about fifteen feet from where her husband died. Forty-
six years after that, my mother, their daughter, died on 
just about the exact spot as her mother.

At the time my grandfather died, my grandmother 
was fifty-seven years old. Years later, she told me she 
had had more than one opportunity to remarry. She 
turned these opportunities down because, she said, 
she wanted to be loyal to her late husband.

Now, why do I mention this story? Ultimately, every 
earthly marriage will end. That is why the marriage 
service says “till death you do part.” The idea of a lov-
ing marriage ending because of death is a painful one. 
Then there is the question of those who remarry. Of 
course, there is nothing wrong with remarriage. Paul 
wrote in Romans 7:1-3, “Or do you not know, brethren 
(for I speak to those who know the law), that the law has 
dominion over a man as long as he lives? For the woman 
who has a husband is bound by the law to her husband 
as long as he lives. But if the husband dies, she is released 
from the law of her husband. So then if, while her hus-
band lives, she marries another man, she will be called an 
adulteress; but if her husband dies, she is free from that 
law, so that she is no adulteress, though she has married 
another man.” (NKJV)

This was a matter that lay heavily on my grand-
mother’s mind. If she remarried, what would her 
relationship be with her first husband when they 
were in heaven? Suppose she remarried, would this 
be unfaithful? In the Bible, there was a group of Jews 
who did not believe in the resurrection of the dead. 
They were called Sadducees. They recognized the 
power of this question and used it to show, in their 
opinion, how foolish it was to believe in the resurrec-
tion of the dead. We read in Matthew 22:23-28, “The 
same day the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, 
came to Him and asked Him ( Jesus), saying: “Teacher, 
Moses said that if a man dies, having no children, his 
brother shall marry his wife and raise up offspring for 
his brother. “Now there were with us seven brothers. The 

first died after he had married, and having no offspring, 
left his wife to his brother. “Likewise the second also, and 
the third, even to the seventh. “Last of all the woman 
died also. “Therefore, in the resurrection, whose wife of 
the seven will she be? For they all had her.”

This was a trick question meant to make a fool of 
Jesus. Of course, it did not work. He replied in Mat-
thew 22:29-32, “You are mistaken, not knowing the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. “For in the resurrection 
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are like 
angels of God in heaven. “But concerning the resurrection 
of the dead, have you not read what was spoken to you 
by God, saying, ‘I am the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob’? God is not the God of the 
dead, but of the living.”

The main force of our Lord’s answer concerns the 
subject of the resurrection of the dead. He knew this 
was the issue behind the Sadducees’ question. How-
ever, he does point out that on the topic of marriage, 
“in the resurrection they neither marry nor are given in 
marriage, but are like the angels of God in heaven.”

Quite possibly our first emotional reaction may be 
that heaven will be a sorry place full of broken fami-
lies. This is not true. Let’s talk it over.

I. We Will Know Each Other in 
Heaven

Before we even consider relationships in heaven, we 
need to make it clear that we will know each other. 
Let’s consider this question briefly. I don’t want to 
spend a lot of space on this subject just now. Let me 
just quote one Scripture. Paul wrote in 1 Thessalo-
nians 4:13-14, “But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you 
sorrow as others who have no hope. For if we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with 
Him those who sleep in Jesus.” 

Paul introduces his teaching on the second coming 
of Christ and the resurrection of the body by writ-
ing that this doctrine would bring comfort to Chris-
tians whose believing loved ones have died. The day 
will come when Christ returns that those believers 
who have died will be raised bodily from the dead and 
joined together with those Christians who are still 
alive. A couple verses later, Paul states in 1 Thessalo-

Marriage – Made in Heaven?



10  | Reformed Herald  74 / 2

nians 4:16-17, “For the Lord Himself will descend from 
heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise 
first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.” To 
repeat, here we are told that all believers, whether 
they have died or not, “shall be caught up together … in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall 
always be with the Lord.”

What comfort would it be to believers to know that 
their loved ones would one day be raised from the dead 
if there were no possibility they would ever meet? Have 
you ever been to Chicago O’Hare airport? Every day 
this airport is jammed with people, thousands of them! 
How easy it would be to get lost in the crowd, or worse, 
lose a child in the crowd. If you were at Terminal 1 Gate 
C32 and your loved one were at Terminal 5 Gate M21 
(and you had no cell phone) it would be a nightmarishly 
impossible task to find one another. 

To state the obvious, heaven is not like Chicago 
O’Hare. I could make a long list of differences, but 
for our purposes, I will state only one. No one ever 
gets lost. As 2 Timothy 2:19 tells us, “The Lord knows 
those who are His.” No Christian will be lost in 
the crowd. If we truly believe in the communion of 
saints, which we find in the Apostles’ Creed, we have 
to believe in reunions. Hymn 234 in the blue Trin-
ity Hymnal, written by famous Bible commentator 
Henry Alford, says, 

“O then what raptured greetings, On Canaan’s 
happy shore, 

What knitting severed friendships, Up where part-
ings are no more.” 

Also, there are numerous verses in the Bible in which 
death is described as a reunion with loved ones. One 
such example, concerning the death of David, is found 
in 1 Kings 2.10, “So David rested with his fathers, and 
was buried in the City of David.”

II. Relationships in Heaven
So far, so good. However, now we must ask, will 

our relationships be the same as they were in our life 
on earth? Alford’s hymn also mentions, “Orphans no 
longer fatherless, Nor widows desolate.” This is by far 
more problematic if taken literally, because it seems 
to indicate marriage will be resumed for eternity. We 
know this is not biblical. My own view is that Mr. 
Alford was employing poetic license here. This is not, 
I think, a very wise thing to do when speaking of theo-
logical matters. 

It is clear that there is no marriage in heaven. That 
relationship, as we know it, will be gone. It is under-
standable this teaching will tempt us to be very sad. 
It also raises, as we have seen, the question of a man 
or woman who has been lawfully married more than 
once. I have a couple things to say about this.

First, I do not believe we should view the Bible’s 
teaching as meaning that we will all be strangers or 
mere acquaintances in heaven. Our relationships will 
be different. Now here is the thing I really want to get 
across: our relationships will be different, but they will 
also be infinitely better than they are now. Yes, I said 
BETTER.

Think of what even the best marriages are like in 
this world. Every couple has to learn how to recon-
cile, repent, and forgive. Husbands and wives will sin 
against each other on a daily basis. No couple is as 
close as they would like to be because sin gets in the 
way. As long as we are sinners, our ability to love and 
be open with one another will be limited. 

This will not be the case in heaven. Speaking of 
heaven, Revelation 21:27 says, “But there shall by no 
means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an abomi-
nation or a lie…” Nor will we experience the sorrow 
which comes with sin. Every married couple has 
known grief because of sin. However, there will be 
no sorrow in heaven. Revelation 21:4 says, “And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be 
no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no 
more pain, for the former things have passed away.” We 
do not know how we can be happy in heaven with-
out marriage. However, whatever comes next will have 
the fullness of joy without sorrow. We will know each 
other, love each other, but there will be no sorrowful 
looking back to those imperfect relationships which 
were the best that Christians could expect while living 
in this present world.

Even though there is no marriage in heaven, hus-
bands and wives can rejoice in this world that they 
share these Gospel promises. This is why 1 Peter 3:7 
says, “Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with under-
standing, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, 
and as being HEIRS TOGETHER of the grace of life, 
that your prayers may not be hindered.” Marriage may 
be no more, but it will be replaced by something bet-
ter. This is a joy to which a Christian couple can look 
forward in this life and will share, along with all God’s 
people, in the life to come.

Second, I believe the anxiety we experience over the 
end of our marriages at death is due to the fact that we 
have no idea what comes next. It is inconceivable to us.
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Think of this analogy. Young people have no idea 
what it is like to be married. The full implications of 
that relationship come as a shock even to those who 
have known happily married couples. When teenage 
girls try to imagine marriage, the word that comes to 
mind is ROMANCE. When teenaged boys think of 

marriage, a different word comes to mind. That word 
counts for ten points in a Scrabble game, unless the X 
lands on a triple score box. The fact is, if you’ve never 
been married, you cannot understand every life chang-
ing nuance of marriage. Trust me.

In the same way, there is no way we can begin to 
understand clearly what heaven will be like. I believe 
the reason God keeps heaven shrouded in mystery 
is that, were we to know clearly what is in store for 
believers, we would lose all interest in our responsi-
bilities in this present world. 

So we know only a few things. We will know each 
other in heaven. Marriage will be abolished. There will 
be a reunion with loved ones who are fellow Chris-
tians. The fact there will be no sin means that every 
last roadblock to a truly unrestricted close relation-
ship with wives, husbands, or any other Christian 

– millions of them - will be gone. We will discover 
that those issues we think will be problems, such as 
second or third marriages, will evaporate as we see all 
our speculations concerning the resurrection were so 
far off as to be laughable. Heaven will only improve, 
one could say perfect, my relationship with my wife, as 

well as with the rest of the saints in 
heaven. If you are a Christian, the 
same applies to you. 

Daniel Mayo, who wrote the 
1 Thessalonians section of Mat-
thew Henry’s commentary after his 
death, had this to say on 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:17, “This should comfort 
the saints upon the death of their 
friends, that, although death has 
made a separation, yet their souls 
and bodies will meet again; we and 
they shall meet together again: we 

and they with all the saints shall meet our Lord, and 
be with him for ever, no more to be separated wither 
from him or from one another for ever.” However, he 
also wrote, “It will be some part of their felicity (hap-
piness) that all the saints shall meet together, and 
remain together for ever; but the principal happiness 
of heaven is this, to be with the Lord, to see him, live 
with him, and enjoy him, for ever.” Let us never forget 
that our true joy will be found in our fellowship with 
the risen Lord Jesus Christ.

“Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered into 
the heart of man The things which God has prepared for 
those who love Him.” - 1 Corinthians 2:9

Rev David A. Dawn

Sioux Falls, SD

hr

Now here is the thing I really want to 
get across: our relationships will be 
different, but they will also be infinitely 
better than they are now
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Beloved brethren, bond-servants and fellow soldiers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ: What is your ”stamp”? 

That is, what would another minister – another elder – 
your own dear congregation (s) – as well as others who 
know you well, ‘stamp’ you as? That is, how would they 
describe you and your ministry, your oversight and care, 
yes, your labors on behalf of Jesus Christ and His sheep? 
The apostle Paul, in Colossians 4:12-13, put this stamp 
upon Epaphras, and he did it, remember, in the midst of 
the pastoral fight.  The work of pastors, elders & deacons 
and their families is often done in the midst of trouble, 
false doctrines, and thus, in the middle of that day-to-
day, real live, spiritual warfare!

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a bondservant/slave of 
Christ, greets you, always laboring fervently for you in 
prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the 
will of God. For I bear him witness, that he has a great 
zeal for you, and those who are in Laodicea, and those in 
Hierapolis.” (KJV)

WOW! Does this description of Epaphras fit your 
ministry, or describe the kind of care you have for the 
sheep under your oversight? I would definitely say so! 
For the way you have all described your labors of love 
among the sheep, whom our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ has stationed you, your congregations certainly 
should see, feel, hear and know just how zealous you 
are for them, that they too may stand perfect and com-
plete in the will of God! And even if your praying for 
them suffers once in a while, as the times and seasons 
come and go in the ministry, and labors of the church, 
I have no doubt that God has raised up a generation 
of faithful under-shepherds (Pastors & Elders) who 
are seeking to labor fervently in their prayers for their 
respective congregations here in the Northern Plains 
of the United States of America!

But, just in case you are a bit lacking in this aspect, 
hear some great encouragement from brother John 
Calvin as he commented on Acts 6: 3-4, which says: 
“Therefore, brethren, seek out from among you seven 
men of good reputation, full of the Holy Spirit and wis-

dom, whom we may appoint over this business; but we 
will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the 
ministry of the word.”  Thus, writing about the last 
part of verse 4, Calvin said, “It will therefore not be 
enough to carry out the task of teaching strenuously if 
at the same time blessing is not being sought from the 
Lord, so that the work may not be useless and unfruit-
ful. From this it is evident that it is not for nothing 
that zeal for prayer is commended to the ministers of 
the Word.”

Yea, and from I Samuel 12: 22-23, we hear these 
beautiful words of loving loyalty and devotion from 
the lips and heart of Samuel: “For the Lord will not 
forsake His people, for His great name’s sake, because it 
has pleased the Lord to make you His people. Moreover, 
as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the 
Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the 
good and the right way.”                                

So with these words of encouragement, and thank-
ful praise to God for all of your labors at home, within 
the church, and all around your towns, as I look over 
your reports, I certainly see, feel, and yes sense, or 
discern, that though there have been various degrees 
of difficulty and affliction, various times of joy and 
rejoicing, the work of you ministers, and your officers 
have truly been blessed by our heavenly Father! Now 
to begin with, I would be remiss if I did not thank 
our dear brother, and Pastor Emeritus, the Rev. Bill 
Haddock for his work in keeping us all up to date as 
he compiled and sent out the Northern Plains Chron-
icles for us! What a tremendous blessing this is for 
our respective churches that we might stay informed 
of the happenings within our Classis, and thus, keep 
one another in prayer throughout the year! As far as 
the saints of Hope Reformed Church and their pastor, 
yours truly, along with his wife, Tina, and family, you 
will receive a full report in due time. For now, we must 
praise God for His faithfulness and mercy as He has 
blessed this difficult year of transition, and has sus-
tained us all. God is truly good!                        

Report of the President  
of Northern Plains Classis 

of the Reformed Church in the United States
 March 12-13, 2018
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Beginning up north, First Reformed Chapel, in 
Dickinson, North Dakota is going gangbusters! New 
members, (5 new families/9 adults/11 children/50-60 
in attendance!), great fellowship and much learning! 
And now, they have found a place downtown that will 
hold their present numbers.  Wow! And just wait until 
you see their Three-Year Budget! It is Pastor Brice’s 
hope to organize very soon as a church! What a bless-
ing and source of encouragement this should be to all 
of us from God, as He continues to build His church!  
Yea, for all of this, dear brothers, has transpired, even 
as our dear brother and sister, (Wes & Ginger), have 
had to struggle and fight against a deadly cancerous 
disease! Praise His name for the positive report of 
late! May God provide for our dear brother and his 
wife, and the brethren, as He, in His good time, pro-
vides for a Pastor to carry on the work of Rev. & Mrs. 
Brice! Talk about Energizer Bunnies – Do tell!

From the streets of Dickinson to the halls and bou-
levards of Minot, North Dakota, and the labors of 
Pastor Phil Poe and company of Harvest Reformed 
Church! Again, what a blessing it is to hear how that 
God continues to bless them with sweet fellowship and 
a strong desire to advance the blessings of the Kingdom 
of God in Jesus Christ, yea, even in the midst of an ever 
fluctuating population, and in the midst of battles for 
the truth of God’s word! To hear of all that is going on 
within this church body, and the positive outlook in 
the midst of conflict, and yes, after eight faithful years 
of service from Rev. Poe and his wife Karen, it truly 
does bring tears of thankfulness over the goodness of 
God’s grace, and the faithfulness of God’s officers at 
Harvest as they diligently and even zealously support 
their pastor, and assist him in doing the work of min-
istering the gospel to God’s people, both young and 
old alike! Their joy in service which exudes from Rev. 
Poe’s report, and their willingness to contribute to the 
brethren outside their little circle is to be commended!  
They are indeed a true haven of rest for the weary, and 
a fountain of truth for the lost and unlearned! 

Now, staying within the borders of North Dakota, 
I next give our God much praise and glory for His 
work in Ashley, ND, through the newly installed pas-
tor of Salem Reformed Church, and “community pas-
tor extraordinaire”, the Rev. Dave Irwin, along with his 
wife, Trina, who have been there an entire year now! 
We praise God that Rev. Irwin has thrown himself 
into the work of this church family, as well as into the 
entire community, as he has taken over the responsi-
bility of preaching at their local Nursing Home, and 
by teaching at the Nursing Home’s, Tuesday morning 
Women’s Bible Study! Our brother also continues to 
bring the Lord’s love and grace with energetic mes-

sages on the radio, which most likely, ministers to a 
whole lot of folks he may hear from only sporadically!                                                                                                        

Now though they suffered a great trial with the 
stroke and heart-attack of their faithful elder, Mr. Ron 
Meidinger, who is slowly recovering, as well as loss of 
members from death, and erasure from the rolls, the 
Lord saw fit to raise up a man to the office of elder, Mr. 
Charles Dockter! This again shows God’s care for His 
people throughout these many trials and afflictions!

Moreover we see yet another example of a minis-
ter’s great concern for the future of the church, as Rev. 
Irwin reports that there are zero younger families in 
the congregation, and that Liberalism’s deadly doc-
trines, have not spared a little town like Ashley.  I truly 
appreciate his desire to seek out Reformed families 
from across the fruited plains and big cities of Amer-
ica, and perhaps beyond the great ocean, that he, and 
Salem might be pleased to see a pilgrimage, an influx 
of such families who wish to live a simpler life; a hard 
life indeed, but a life where the Reformed faith, and 
Reformed families may live in joyful fellowship with 
one another! May God bring it to pass here in these 
Northern Plains of the U.S.A.!

As we move further south, into the beautiful farm 
lands of South Dakota, our next stop is in the town 
of Eureka, and the Lord’s work among the saints of 
Eureka Reformed Church, where the Rev. James 
Grossmann is faithfully serving the Lord & His sheep.  
In regards to his report I was truly humbled to my 
knees as our brother called for fervent prayer at the 
conclusion of his report, not only that, his church 
family would be in prayer for him, his wife Michelle, 
and the family, as he seeks to continue down the 
path for a Doctor of Ministry degree, but also that 
prayers would be lifted up on behalf of the youth,                                                                                                              
for the entire congregation, and for outreach into this 
well-established city, and finally, prayer for our entire 
denomination! This request is not a frivolous or just 
clichéd request, it is absolutely vital for his, their, and 
our survival; and for the RCUS to thrive in the midst 
of these evil days! Fervent indeed, we must all be, 
if we would see our God move! I appreciate always 
hearing of the day-to-day, week-to-week labors which 
Rev. Grossmann reports.  Though they may seem, to 
the foolish, blind and unspiritual eye, as little things 
or activities, and of not much worth, they are indeed 
invaluable for the sheep of God’s hand! The Sunday 
sermons, the Sunday school lessons and Bible studies, 
the funerals and visitations to the shut-ins, as well as 
all of the other duties he describes in his report are 
precious, and command the blessing of our covenant 
Lord! His labors on behalf of the Classis and this first 
year President are also very much appreciated!
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One note of sadness to report, is the closing of the 
Hosmer church. To this closure our hearts go out to 
the brethren there, and to our greater church family, 
as a ‘closing’ always affects the gospel witness in its 
area, and yea, the world at large. May God help us to 
remain ever faithful, diligent, and on guard against all 
the wiles of the devil and our own tendencies, prac-
tices and what not, that may lead to such a closure. 
Yet, we must be still, and know that He is God! And 
shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?

Now moving back west a bit, and then up a tad, I 
come next to Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg, (aka Rev. 
Gonzales),  and the report of the state of the beloved 
brethren of First Reformed Church in Herreid, South 
Dakota. O how marvelous it is to hear and witness 
how that our God places His ministers among the 
sheep of His choosing; and how that both together, 
grow up and mature in the faith, as they work together 
toward a common goal - the advancement of the king-
dom of the Gospel of Jesus Christ; though maturing 
is at times, tough, as Rev. Schwichtenberg will report!

Yet it is still always exciting and energizing to the soul 
to hear about the labors of our newer and somewhat 
younger ministers! They are so full of hope and desire 
to see things done decently and orderly, and according 
to God’s word, for God’s glory and the good of His folk! 
Again, it is evident from Rev. Schwichtenberg’s report, 
that he stayed very busy during this past year, as he and 
Angie, his wife, tackled the VBS program, and even saw 
some ‘outside’ children join with them!  Indeed then, the 
fact that they are able to reach out into this small com-
munity and mix and mingle with all of these different 
folk, and to then, have a church full of youth, O man, 
do we all wish and pray for the same, and so yes, we will 
indeed continue to pray for them!

The brethren of First Reformed have also increased 
their giving, and thus, in their participation in the gos-
pel ministry of the RCUS and beyond! This is always 
a blessing when a church stationed and established 
out on the Northern Plains of South Dakota increases 
their giving to see the glorious glad tidings of great 
joy spread, not only within their own community, but 
also throughout these United Sstates of America, and 
even unto the beloved brothers and sisters as far away 
as the Philippines and Africa! A church who looks 
outward to see the gospel spread, will always receive 
of the Lord, blessing upon blessing toward their own 
communion!  Keep at it Rev. Schwichtenberg, and 
beloved brethren of First Reformed Church!

Next I come to the wonderful group of saints, First 
Reformed Church at Aberdeen, South Dakota, and 
their brand new pastor, Rev. Hank Bowen, who was 
‘mysteriously’ called, from out of California, by our 

God, shortly after yours truly … Hmmmm?  But, as 
you will hear in his report, it is apparent that our dear 
brother, and his wife, Patty, have once again, expe-
rienced and felt the sovereign, marvelous, and yes, 
mysterious hand of the Lord, as He saw fit to return 
them back to the Midwest, and in particular, into the 
Northern Plains Classis!  For it was then, with joy and 
gladness, that after 15 years of faithful and dedicated 
service of Rev. David Dawn, and his wife, Colleen, and 
family, that the church was soon able to gain a new 
undershepherd! 

Rev. Bowen speaks of this ‘changing of guard’, as a 
great opportunity to redefine and develop a clear focus 
for the future of the church family! Moreover, their 
desire to see a greater sense of community through fel-
lowship events, and to keep the congregation, as well 
as the city of Aberdeen, and surrounding areas aware 
of, and in touch, in regards to all that is going on, will 
no doubt prove to be a boon for the communion of the 
saints, and to the further growth of the church body!                                                                                                                          
Now their zeal to see the young people engaged in the 
work of the gospel as it looks outward is commendable; 
yet, I am a little concerned with the language used to 
describe the reasons for this ‘outlook’; but I pray that 
this also improves their desire to serve within their own 
church fellowship, and to take full advantage of the 
many areas they may still help, as young people, at First 
Reformed, as they, will be, the next generation to take 
the reins! It is with this goal in mind that Rev. Bowen 
also expressed a strong desire to see the ‘older’, yet 
younger families more involved, doing things together 
as a family, in service to their Lord.

Again, it is always exciting and brings out fresh 
energy when there is a change of pastors, as it should 
be; for each minister and family bring something dif-
ferent to the work of the gospel ministry, and Rev. 
Bowen is already bringing forth a new vision and clar-
ity to the First Reformed brethren! It is to be noted 
as well, that the Consistory and the members, have 
themselves, taken up the ‘mission-work baton’, and 
have seen to it that our Mission work in Dickinson 
has been well cared for, and fed! Now, with the Rev. 
Bowen finally in the saddle, they can move forward 
into seeing this work organized and established as a 
vibrant family of God! May our Lord give wisdom, 
discernment and endurance as they continue in this 
most blessed of opportunities for a local church 
to have, that is, the establishment of yet, another 
Reformed church family!  

Now on to our newest member, Pastor-Elect, 
Licentiate, Michael Lassley, his wife, Amy, & family! 
What a blessing for the folks of Covenant Reformed 
Church at Watertown, South Dakota, after having 
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gone through a great time of sadness with the death, 
and thus, tremendous loss of their former pastor, the 
Rev. George Syms.  But God in His mercy, and accord-
ing to His perfect timing and good pleasure raised up 
brother Lassley and has planted him among the saints 
of Covenant Reformed Church! As a result, in his ini-
tial, or first ‘Parochial Report’, on behalf of the Consis-
tory, brother Lassley expresses a deep appreciation for 
the support of the Classis toward the saints here, and 
for the faithfulness and diligent labor of the saints of 
Covenant in that the spiritual and temporal well-being 
or condition of the church family is really healthy, 
whereby the Lord’s ‘stamp’ of approval is evident! 

As you will hear, our brother has given himself 
wholly to the ministry, and is busy working on Sunday 
sermons, a confirmation class, a bi-monthly Wednes-
day night adult Bible study, and a Thursday afternoon 
women’s book study! The Lassleys are also looking for-
ward to hosting a monthly time of fellowship in their 
home, which always proves to be a time of profitable 
fun and fellowship!                                                                                                  

Covenant is also looking forward to working on 
various aspects of the gospel ministry for the various 
generations within the body, as well as laboring more 
effectively to reach, nurture, and teach Christ to the lost 
in their community!  As always, we truly are thankful to 

the Lord of Harvest for raising up men, (and their fami-
lies) to take up the call to minister among God’s people! 
We must pray fervently for our brother and his wife and 
family as they make this momentous transition into the 
life of a minister. We must also pray for, and with our 
brothers and sisters of Covenant, as they seek to adjust 
and serve alongside their new pastor!

This concludes my Presidential Report on the state 
of the Northern Plains part of the Reformed Church 
in the United States! As you have heard, and will hear 
again, the labors go forward, the afflictions, trials, dis-
appointments, concerns, joys, and times of rejoicing 
continue on, as they have since our Lord Jesus Christ’s 
resurrection, when He gave that “Great Commission” 
to His Church! Seeing that He is always with us, the 
state of our church is safe, secure, and growing, though 
we must always remain vigilant! Therefore may all of 
our labors bring glory to His name, and may He con-
tinue to set Jesus Christ, as the preeminent One within 
our hearts and lives! Thanks for this opportunity to 
address you.  Keep preaching & praying & plugging 
away my dear brothers!

Rev. Paul H. Henderson

Pierre, SD

hr

Report on the 33rd Annual Meeting 
of Northern Plains Classis

March 2018

Esteemed Brethren,

We are reminded of our dependence upon 
the Lord for the success of our labors from 

Moses’ prayer found in Psalm 90, verses 16 and 17:  
“Let Your work appear to Your servants, and Your glory 
to their children.  And let the beauty of the LORD our 
God be upon us, and establish the work of our hands for 
us; yes, establish the work of our hands.”  (NKJV). 

The 33rd Annual meeting of the Northern Plains 
Classis of the Reformed Church in the United States 
was held on March 12 and 13, 2018, at Hope Reformed 

Church in Pierre, South Dakota.  Rev. Paul Henderson 
was elected to serve as President of the Classis,  Rev. 
Cody Schwichtenberg as Vice President, Rev. James 
Grossmann as Clerk, and Elder Matthew Fickbohm 
as Treasurer.   Rev. Henderson led the opening devo-
tions, reminding us that we who are ministers of the 
Gospel must prepare ourselves for worship, not just in 
the work of preparing sermons and choosing hymns, 
but also in preparing our own hearts as we lead God’s 
people in the worship of the Lord.  

The Classis reported a total net loss of 5 commu-
nicant members in 2017, dropping from 387 to 382.  
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However, there have been some encouraging gains 
lately, with the mission work in Dickinson, ND, report-
ing an addition of nine new communicant members 
and 11 unconfirmed members to their rolls.  Many of 
our membership losses come from saints going on to 
glory.  Necrologies were read for Elder Harry A. Hieb, 
who had passed away in 2015, and for Elder Milbert 
Kappes, who passed in November of 2017.  

Looking at the Parochial reports, First Reformed in 
Aberdeen, SD, notes that Rev. David Dawn has retired 
(after 15 years of ministry at Aberdeen, along with many 
more years of ministry in several other RCUS churches), 
and Rev. Hank Bowen has been installed as their new 
pastor.  Renewed focus on building stronger relationships 
within the congregation and reaching out to youth has 
been a priority lately, with programs like TASC (Teens 
Actively Serving Christ) being introduced.  

The mission work at First Reformed Church in 
Dickinson, ND, under the supervision of the church 
in Aberdeen, and shepherded by stated supply Rev. 
Wesley Brice, has grown in recent 
months, with five new families 
joining the church (the nine new 
communicant and 11 non-com-
municant members mentioned 
above).  The congregation has 
moved to a new worship space in 
downtown Dickinson, which has 
given them more space and a bet-
ter sense of permanence in the 
community.  There are currently 
five students enrolled in the con-
firmation class.  Rev. Brice has 
been fighting with cancer in recent 
months, but God has continued to give him strength 
to carry on with the ministry work there.  This work in 
Dickinson is vital, in that it might be used of the Lord 
to open ministry doors for the RCUS in other nearby 
locations.  Some of the families drive in from as far 
away as Eastern Montana in order to worship at the 
Dickinson church on the Lord’s Day.

Eureka Reformed Church in Eureka, SD, reports 
107 communicant and 5 baptized members.  There 
have been good opportunities for outreach in the com-
munity through the church’s Vacation Bible School, 
Sunday School, and ministry in the local nursing home 
and assisted living facility.  Rev. James Grossmann con-
tinues his duties as the Stated Clerk of Classis and 
with his course work for a Doctor of Ministry degree.  

Rev. Phillip Poe of Harvest Reformed Church in 
Minot, ND reports that the congregation there con-
tinues to meet on the Lord’s Day at the Grand Hotel 
while they look for their own property.  Three of their 

young people completed Confirmation class, having 
memorized the Heidelberg Catechism and being con-
firmed upon profession of faith.  The two remaining 
catechumens are progressing well.  Two adult men were 
also added to the church rolls upon profession of faith.  
Another man had to be removed from the rolls for his 
refusal to submit to the Spiritual Council and to stop 
promoting a dangerous doctrine in the congregation.  
While this is not an ideal situation (one would hope 
that all our members walk in the truth – 2 John 1:4), 
yet this has been turned into an opportunity to teach an 
informative and profitable mid-week study dealing with 
the issues of the doctrine under debate.  The church is 
called upon by Scripture to contend for the faith that 
has once for all been delivered unto the saints, and to 
oppose false teaching.  Sometimes the presence of coun-
terfeits makes the truth shine clearer in contrast.  

Rev. Cody Schwichtenberg at First Reformed 
Church in Herreid, SD, reports that the congregation 
has been working to increase its outreach and pres-

ence in the community.  Some of their efforts include 
starting a Facebook page for the church, continuing 
to broadcast services over the local TV station and 
through Facebook, and holding their own Vacation 
Bible School program.  Giving at the Herreid church 
has increased in recent years, which has been a source 
of encouragement for both pastor and congregation.  

A sad note is that the Reformed church in Hosmer, 
SD, is in the process of dissolving.  After years of faith-
ful service in proclaiming the Gospel and ministering 
to the saints, the members have grown too few in num-
ber and the building is in need of too many expensive 
repairs to continue.  The few remaining members will 
be transferring their membership elsewhere in the near 
future.  As Psalm 102 reminds us, all things in this cre-
ated world are temporary, but God and His adopted 
children through faith in Christ endure forever, “They 
will perish, but You will endure; yes, they will all grow old 
like a garment; like a cloak You will change them, and 

 “The challenges facing our Northern 
Plains congregations can be daunting 
at times, but opportunities for growth 

still abound. 
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they will be changed.  But You are the same, and Your 
years will have no end.  The children of Your servants 
will continue, and their descendants will be established 
before You.”  (Psalm 102:25-28).  May God continue to 
establish the families of the believers who trace their 
spiritual heritage through the ministry of the Hosmer 
church, and cause the seeds sown in that house to con-
tinue to bear good fruit for generations to come.  

The Covenant Reformed Church in Watertown, SD, 
is greatly encouraged by the man they hope to call as 
their pastor.  Mr. Mike Lassley, a graduate of Reformed 
Theological Seminary in Jackson, MS, has been 
licensed by Classis after a thorough examination at a 
called meeting this past August.  Having just moved 
to Watertown this spring, Mr. Lassley has recently 
undertaken his pastoral duties there, and plans are 
being made to examine him for ordination soon.  

Rev. Dave Irwin was installed as the pastor at Salem 
Reformed Church in Ashley, ND, in February, after his 
transfer from the Presbyterian Church in America and 
the completion of an 8 month internship.  Elder Ron 
Meidinger had to step down from serving on Consis-
tory due to health reasons and Deacon Charles Dock-
ter was elected and installed as Elder.   2017 saw the 
loss of five communicant members at Salem Reformed 
– three through death, and two through erasure from 
the rolls.  While the congregation is small, the pasto-
ral work in Ashley is similar to a parish ministry, and 
their labors impact the entire community.  The dea-
cons and elders actively invite friends and neighbors to 
attend worship with us, and special occasions like our 
Ascension Day service draw in people from around 
the community.  Outreach to both the community and 
the region through radio broadcasts (Start the Week on 
KSJB AM-600 out of Jamestown, ND, Sunday morn-
ings at 7:45), nursing home Bible studies and visita-
tions, and the broadcasting of the Sunday morning 
worship services over the local cable access channel 
continues going strong.

Hope Reformed Church of Pierre, SD, is small but 
mighty in the Lord.  Rev. Paul Henderson and the 
elders have expressed a deep desire to begin some form 
of local radio ministry so that the clear voice of the 
Gospel may be heard in the midst of what seems like 
an ocean of unhealthy theology and erroneous, unbib-
lical teachings being broadcast in their town.  Please 
pray that the Lord would provide the funds to make 
this radio endeavor possible and fruitful, and that 
Christ would see fit to grow the congregation in Pierre 
and use them to shine the truths of God’s Word in 
their community.  

The challenges facing our Northern Plains congrega-
tions can be daunting at times – such as populations of 

rotating, temporary residents in towns like Pierre and 
Minot, and shrinking populations in towns like Ashley.  
But opportunities for growth still abound, especially in 
bustling towns like Aberdeen, Dickinson, and Water-
town.  Even the smaller communities like Herreid and 
Eureka are full of opportunities to serve Christ and 
His saints, and to share the Gospel with the lost.  Even 
where opportunity may seem to be lacking or tight on 
resources, we still make the best use of our resources 
that the Lord has lent to us in this present season.  May 
the Lord Himself establish the work of our hands.

WORSHIP & DEVOTIONS
Our worship service on the evening of Monday, 

March 12th, was lively and powerful, with the singing 
of great hymns of the faith like Come Thou Fount and 
Nothing but the Blood.  Rev. Irwin from the Ashley con-
gregation led the worship, and Rev. Hank Bowen of 
Aberdeen gave a rousing sermon from 1 Peter 1:17-
21 entitled, “Redeemed by the Blood.”  The Tuesday 
morning devotions on the 13th were led by Licentiate 
Mike Lassley of Watertown with the hymn How Firm 
a Foundation and a message from Matthew 16:1-12 
entitled “Watch and Beware.”

FRATERNAL DELEGATES
Brother Jacob Kuik represented the Manitoba Clas-

sis of the Canadian Reformed Churches as a fraternal 
delegate.  He brought warm greetings from our broth-
ers north of the border, addressed the assembly, and we 
were given opportunity to ask questions.  Accompany-
ing brother Kuik was brother Ron Vander Zwaag, who 
also represented the Manitoba Classis.  It is always a 
joy to have our brothers from the Canadian Reformed 
Churches with us in our meetings and worship, and they 
are of great encouragement to us all here in the States. 

CLOSE OF MEETING
Elder Matt Fickbohm of Pierre read from John 

13:31-35 as our closing devotion.  The final roll call 
showed 8 ministers, 5 elders, and 1 licentiate present.  
We stood and recited the Apostles’ Creed and prayed 
the Lord’s Prayer, were given the benediction by Rev. 
Henderson, and ended by singing the Doxology.  We 
were adjourned until the 34th Annual Meeting of the 
Northern Plains Classis, which is to begin on March 
11th, 2019 at 1:00 pm, at First Reformed Church in 
Aberdeen, SD.  

Rev. Dave Irwin

Ashley, ND

hr
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Esteemed Fathers and Brethren, 

I want to express my thanks and appreciation to you 
for electing me Classis president last year. I feel 

honored, and I trust that my service in this position has 
been pleasing both to our Lord and to you. 

As for my report, I will begin with a summary of the 
Parochial reports.  

Starting with our retired ministers, Rev. Paul Treick 
rejoices in seeing the faithfulness of Trinity Reformed 
Church. Since the pulpit became vacant in July, he has 
assumed many of the pastoral labors. He does this as his 
physical infirmities and disabilities become more pro-
nounced. Rev. Vernon Pollema reports that he has been 
involved in ministry at Grace Reformed, Lancaster, and 
Grace Reformed, Bakersfield. He fills in the pulpit at 
both and teaches the adult Sunday School. In Bakers-
field, he has been teaching the high school class. He has 
served on permanent committees of Classis and Synod, 
as well as on the board of Heidelberg Theological Semi-
nary. Rev. Jim West informs us that this last year saw 
an increase in ministerial labors. In addition to preach-
ing and teaching (including seminary instruction), he 
undertook two writing projects. He writes that he is no 
longer a “Spring chicken.” He seems to have a good sense 
of humor and to be enjoying his retirement. Rev. Neale 
Riffert, now living in Lancaster, helps the Elders in vari-
ous pastoral labors, including preaching, teaching, and 
conducting a new membership class. He reports that 
his wife, Mary Elizabeth, had knee replacement surgery.  
Rev. Lloyd Gross due to poor health remains largely 
restricted to home, yet he is still able to attend worship 
on Sundays, for which he is deeply grateful. Rev. Gene 
Sawtelle remains in pain, yet has been able to preach, 
four times in the past year, for which he is thankful. He 
and his wife, Sharon are very thankful for the funds they 
have received from Synod. 

As to the active ministers, I am pleased to see from 
Rev. Gary Mancilas’ report that Covenant Reformed 
Church of Chico has seen numerical growth. Writes 

Rev. Mancilas “it is my joy to report that the Lord has 
blessed the congregation with eighteen covenant chil-
dren.” Rev. Thomas Mayville serves as Associate Pas-
tor of the Lodi congregation while working part time 
at Home Depot, Uber, as well as helping with a home 
remodel. His desire is to serve full time in the minis-
try in a Western Classis congregation. Rev. Michael 
Voytek’s report reveals diligent labor and a vital congre-
gation. Three new members were added to the church 
with three more are on the way. And new visitors are 
involved in membership classes. 

On-going trials partially characterize the year for Rev. 
Richard Stetler and his wife, Heidi, particularly  health 
issues and the resultant financial pressures. Yet they 
give God the glory. The Stetlers, in early September 
relocated to Sioux Center, Iowa. He works part time at 
Hope Haven and strongly desires to be called to another 
church full time. The ministry faithfully continued in 
the past year at Providence Reformed Church of Lodi, 
where the Three Marks of the True Church are evi-
dent, as Rev. Doug Schlegel says.  He was also recently 
involved in a week long evangelistic conference in the 
country of Transylvania. And he informs us that Rev. 
Mayville’s presence and labor are a “tremendous blessing 
to me and to the congregation.” 

I rejoice in the many labors of Rev. Jonathan Merica 
to serve Calvary Reformed Chapel in Stockton and 
abroad. He informs of us of their efforts to implement 
a Six Step Outreach Strategy. The church has seen an 
increase in visitors over the past year. In November, Rev. 
Merica, attended a conference in Pakistan on behalf 
of Westminster Biblical Missions. He informs us that 
financially the church will be at risk if Classis chooses 
to reduce the level of support. Rev. Gil Baloy reports of 
the many ministries going on at Covenant Reformed 
Church of San Diego. Two covenant children were 
added to the congregation. They see a steady stream of 
visitors. Four others moved away. I rejoice to see their 
hard work and commitment. 

Report of the President of Western Classis 
of the 

Reformed Church in the United States
March 6, 2018
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Rev. Sam Powell’s report resonates with Solomonic 
wisdom-- “In the challenging year ahead of us, our bod-
ies may fail, we will grow older. Some dreams will end 
and others begin. Some will perhaps die and others will 
be born. The cycles will come and go. Some things will 
give us tastes of heaven. Others will fill us with a long-
ing to be home. The whirlwind will threaten to tear us 
apart, and the days of calm and peace will strengthen us 
and cause our faces to shine.” And “God does not expect 
us to be gods, but knows our frame and how fragile our 
lives are.” While reporting on the faithfulness of the 
Lord in feeding the congregation with the Word, and 
confirming their faith and unity with the sacraments, he 
informs us of the trials that he and his wife have had in 
the previous year. Again, we see a faithful minister of 
Christ diligently laboring and looking to Lord.  

Rev. Valentine Alpuche reports of his many labors to 
spread the gospel in Shafter. What is clear is that the gos-
pel is in fact getting into the ears, eyes, and minds of many 
Shafterites, whether through regular services, Bible stud-
ies, literature, radio broadcast and other avenues. 

Rev. Eric Bristley reports that the work in Willows 
is going well. I am impressed by the educational pro-
gram of the congregation which 
addresses all levels of the congre-
gation. God blessed the congrega-
tion with new covenant children 
and there are regular attenders who 
show an interest in the Reformed 
Faith. Rev. Tracy Gruggett reports 
that work continues on at Grace 
Reformed Church. The three marks 
of the church are evident, and the 
congregation is currently remodel-
ing the entire church internally and 
externally. The numbers went down 
slightly in 2017, but right now four 
families will be entering member-
ship classes in mid-March. Rev. 
Frank Walker reports of his work 
at Covenant Reformed Church of 
Sacramento. The most important 
matter occupying the Elders and congregation is their 
ongoing efforts to call a new pastor. He relates his judg-
ment that the health of the congregation is good, and 
the ministry is going well.   

Elder Larry Lynch of Grace Reformed Church, Lan-
caster, reports that the congregation received a new mem-
ber in February, and five additional attenders are going 
through their new member’s class. Two other visitors 
are showing interest. Additionally, they have improved 
their bookkeeping system. Elder Derek Reis writes that 
for Trinity Reformed Church of Modesto, 2017 was a 
year of transition. They saw more loss of families in the 

early part of the year, but in the later part saw significant 
spiritual growth. There have been 20-plus visitors dur-
ing that time. They are “confident in the Lord’s work to 
continue the work at Trinity Reformed Church.” 

Mr. Ruben Zartman along with his wife, Heidi, moved 
to Shafter in June, where he hit the ground running. He 
reports of his labors at Ebenezer Reformed Church and 
also in assisting with the work at Valle De Gracia. Ebene-
zer added three new covenant children to the commu-
nion and two more families came via transfer, including 
the Zartmans. Your president met with Mr. Zartman 
on several occasions. In my judgement he is mature, per-
sonable, open to counsel, diligent, and competent for the 
work of gospel ministry. 

A few characteristics run through all the reports. 
First, each man is diligent. I see men who work hard 
for the Lord and His church. Second, each man is fully 
committed to in depth and comprehensive instruc-
tion of the Word of God. This is very refreshing in a 
day where there is such a famine of God’s Word. Third, 
each minster and congregation manifests remarkable 
patience and willingness to suffer. Fourth, there is grati-
tude despite difficulty, especially at it pertains to physi-

cal illness and to slow growth. Finally, I note a positive 
perspective. Each minister highlights the Lord’s fruit the 
life of the congregation. 

All the parochial reports give details on the various 
labors and they all report the Lord is working such that 
the Three Marks of the True church are manifest. In 
terms of the faithfulness of the ministers, their commit-
ment and labor, the Western Classis is in good shape. 

Membership and Finances
Membership statistics, however, indicate a somewhat 

less positive picture. In 2017 the Western saw its mem-

A few characteristics run through all  
the reports. Each pastor is diligent.  
I see men who work hard for the 
Lord and His church.  They are fully 
committed to in-depth instruction of 
the Word of God. This is very refreshing 
in a day where there is such a famine  
of God’s Word. 
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bership decline from a total of 823 baptized members at 
the end of 2016 to 773 members at end of year, 2017. 
We closed the year with 580 communicate members, 
down from the 605 of the previous year. This does not 
mean that every church in the Classis saw decline. Actu-
ally, all but two the congregations remained at the same 
levels as the previous year plus or minus 5 or 6 members, 
which I take to be normal fluctuations between given 
years. Four of the churches gained members overall. The 
numerical declined is mainly due to the closing of the 
Anderson congregation, and with the Modesto congre-
gation losing a significant number of its members in the 
early part of the year. Nevertheless, while membership 
in most of the congregations was stable, the downward 
trend continues.  

Financially these statistics mean we are approaching 
decisions for the next 2018 and 2019 fiscal year with 
25 fewer communicant members. This year’s requests 
for Classis home missions support and benevolent aid 
are largely on par with the previous year. Still, we need 
to keep in mind the counsel of our Classis treasurer, 
Mr. Chris Fellersen, to keep working to bring down the 
guidelines to $100-$115. These numbers more accu-
rately match our financial conditions. Whether this 
can be done or not, I do not know. But surely the effort 
should continue to be made.  

We give thanks to our Lord for the generosity of our 
brothers and sisters of the Canadian Reformed Churches 
of North America. Two of their congregations, Alder-
grove and Chilliwack, sent a total of $4,375.38 in con-
tributions to the Classis Home Missions Fund.   

Special Committees
We had no special committees this year. However, 

I would bring to your attention the Western Classis 
Report on Two Kingdoms, which this body approved 
last year. Synod approved of a motion “to return the 
Two Kingdoms report to the Western Classis (Abstract 
271, pg. 94).” This means that Synod took no action 
for or against the Classis paper. We have no obligation 
to respond to Synod’s decision.  However, the Synodi-
cal Special committee report criticized the paper along 
three lines. My personal question to this body is, “what 
should we do with the report in light of these criticisms?” 
Should one or more of the criticisms be significant and 
sound, should we not perfect the report accordingly? 

Executive Committee Matters
Several matters came before the Executive Committee 

the past year that we did not circularize. These involved 
handling disputes and giving counsel. 

One matter that will come before Classis, is that the 
Executive Committee had a complaint filed against it 

by Mr. Peter Yuan, a member of Rehoboth Reformed 
Church. Your committee has referred his complaint to 
the Standing Judicial Committee which will take up the 
matter and present its recommendation(s).  

Another matter is that most of the members of Faith 
Reformed Church, Anderson, still remain under the 
authority of Classis. Article 14 of the RCUS Con-
stitution says that when a congregation dissolves “the 
Classis with which it was connected with shall have 
jurisdiction over its members and transfer them to the 
congregation with which they may select.”  We made 
two efforts to contact these members without success. 
They remain under the jurisdiction of Classis but are 
not currently members of any of our church.  This 
raises a question: Are these folks to be included in the 
guidelines numbers? Note that the executive commit-
tee has not included them in the membership totals. 
This matter may need to be taken up with the Stand-
ing Judicial Committee. 

Closing Comments
I would like to say in closing that while our com-

mitment to the Lord, His Word, as understood and 
practiced according to the Reformed Faith remains 
very strong, a fact for which I give thanks, nevertheless 
I am concerned about the continuing trajectory of los-
ing members and now losing a church, Faith Reformed, 
Anderson. I know that each of us struggles with the 
same concern with respect to our own congregations. It 
seems to me that each Spiritual Council needs to con-
tinue to take a look at what their congregation is doing 
to make the gospel known. We should ask questions 
like, are we doing all that the Lord wants us to? Are we 
putting any unnecessary stumbling blocks before visi-
tors and unbelievers (1 Cor. 10:32)? Are we doing all 
that we can that by all means we might save some (1 
Cor. 9:22)? Perhaps in addition to emphasizing peti-
tions asking the Lord to add to our numbers and bless 
our efforts, we should also ask that he will search and 
show our hidden faults. Maybe we have blind spots or 
congregational sins and attitudes that we don’t see, but 
that He does. Meanwhile let us labor according to what 
we do understand His will to be, omitting no duty that 
we know He has called us to.    

May our Lord be pleased to lead each congregation 
of the Western Classis into the works of faithfulness, 
sanctification, and perseverance that He calls us to. 
And if He is so pleased, may He grant the increase 
to our Spirit-empowered efforts to plant and water in 
His vineyard. 

Rev. Tracy Gruggett 

Bakersfield, CA

hr
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Dear brothers and sisters of the RCUS,

Greetings to you all from California.  On March 6, 
elders and pastors from the 14 churches of the 

Western Classis (including the 3 Mission Churches) 
gathered in that town made famous by Buck Owens: 
good old Bakersfield. It was sad to note the absence of 
our 15th church: Anderson, after 60 years of service 
to Christ there. We miss them dearly. Our esteemed 
President, Rev. Tracy Gruggett, who was re-elected 
this year, led us in devotions from Acts 7 where we 
are told of Christ standing in heaven carrying out His 
three offices in our behalf. Rev. Michael Voytek became 
our vice-president, and Rev. Doug Schlegel continued 
his work as Stated Clerk, as did our Treasurer, Elder 
Chris Fellersen, who will retire from that office soon 
after many years of service to us.  Rev. Gary Findley, 
who was once in the RCUS, was our fraternal delegate 
from the OPC.  We welcomed a new Elder from the 
Modesto congregation, Derek Reis, who is son-in-law 
of Elder Mark Crook from that same congregation.  A 
few highlights of our meeting follow.

From the Executive Committee 
We lost two ministers through transfer to other 

Classes in the RCUS this past year: Revs. Hank 
Bowen and Jimmy Hall. They also are missed by all. 
This committee was very busy this past classical year. 
They reported on their meeting with officers and 
members of Trinity Reformed Church, Modesto, at 
the invitation of the Consistory.  The Consistory and 
congregation were seeking counsel regarding the future 
of the work.  After deliberation, the committee made 
the following recommendation:  “…that the Consistory 
of Trinity Reformed Church pursue pulpit supply for 
six months, at the end of which, unless the Lord pro-
vides growth, that the Consistory seriously consider 
petitioning the Classis to close the work.” Now that 
that time period has passed, the Modesto Consistory 
expressed great optimism that the work will continue 
and that they hope to call a pastor in the not too dis-
tant future.  May our Great Shepherd of the sheep 

grant their desire. There has been significant growth 
with 20 plus visitors.  On a different matter, the Clas-
sis at this meeting considered a complaint against the 
Executive Committee from a member of the Cerritos/
LA congregation.  The Classis found that the Execu-
tive Committee had not done anything wrong.  This 
member is now taking his concerns to Synod.

From the Home Missions Committee
Our Classis, as many of you know, has 3 Mission 

works! From Valle de Gracia (Valley of Grace) in 
Shafter we learned that this fledgling work is strug-
gling to grow. However, Rev. Alpuche also participates 
in a prison ministry at Central Valley Prison in McFar-
land. He has a Bible study with the inmates every other 
Monday. At least 60 to 100 men of mixed ethnic back-
grounds attend the Bible study. He conducts the Bible 
study in Spanish and an inmate translates the message 
into English. He has also translated the Catechism and 
Confession of Faith into Spanish, and is working on 
translating the Canons of Dort. 

Calvary Reformed Chapel in Stockton reports 
about 40 visitors during the classical year. The Mis-
sions Committee reported that there is justified con-
cern that diminishing Classical and Synodical support 
may be premature and seriously hinder the progress 
and future of the church. Classis decided not to reduce 
support this year.  

Rehoboth Reformed Church in the Los Angeles 
area meets at a school in Cerritos, CA.  While the mis-
sions committee visited this year, they got to hear three 
young catechumens recite from the Heidelberg Cate-
chism. As our veteran Mission church, they anticipate 
a 10% reduction in their support from both Classis 
and Synod for the budget year 2018-19.

Western Classis set aside an Annual Day of Prayer 
on April 22 for Western Classis Missions and encour-
aged the churches of the Western Classis to take a 
special offering on that day for Rehoboth Reformed 
Church for purposes of increasing their building fund, 
which may include paying rent on their facilities.

Report on the 33rd Annual Meeting 
of Western Classis

March 2018
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From the Candidates and Credentials 
Committee

Mr. Matthew Davis is completing his final year 
at City Seminary. He is the regular stated supply at 
Covenant Reformed Church in Grass Valley. He was 
to be examined for licensure at this meeting, but he 
had to have surgery the very day of his exam. Student 
Paul Liberati reports that his studies are progressing 
as scheduled at City Seminary, Sacramento. Licenti-
ate Ruben Zartman has completed his internship and 
was examined for ordination at Classis. He sustained 
his exam in exemplary fashion and after the ordination 
service held later in March is now an ordained minister 
of the Word at Shafter!

Some highlights from Parochial 
reports

Our so-called retired ministers are very busy. With 
the pulpit vacant, Rev. Paul Treick continues to carry 
on ministerial duties at Modesto. Rev. Vernon Pollema 
preaches monthly at Bakersfield and regularly at Lan-
caster along with Rev. Neale Riffert who also teaches 

there. Rev. West is engaged in two writing projects 
and is teaching at City Seminary. Rev. Gene Sawtelle 
preaches occasionally at Yuba City. On other fronts, 
Rev. Gary Mancilas reports there are now 18 covenant 
children at Chico! Rev. Eric Bristley tells us that there 
are new covenant children and new regular attenders 
at Willows. Rev. Tracy Gruggett says there are 4 fami-
lies in his membership class and they witnessed 4 con-
firmations. Lancaster reports one new member and 5 
in membership class. Rev. Ruben Zartman tells us of 3 
new covenant children at Shafter. Rev. Gil Baloy says 
they have a monthly book club with 10 young adults 
and about 10 visitors weekly to the worship service. 

Your reporter closes this report with an observation 
and a request. All the delegates observed that several 
of our California churches are struggling, including 
our Mission works. Therefore we solicit and request 
your prayers, dear brothers and sisters for our strug-
gling churches. 

Semper Reformanda,

Rev. Thomas Mayville

Lodi, CA
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Ordination and Installation of  
Rev. Ruben Zartman

The congregation in Shafter, CA, was very happy 
to find out that Ruben Zartman satisfactorily 

sustained all sections of his ordination examination 
at the Western Classis meeting held at Grace RCUS, 
in Bakersfield.  Now he was ready to be ordained and 
installed as the pastor of Ebenezer RCUS. Who would 
give the charge to the congregation? Who would give 
the charge to Ruben? Who would conduct the ordina-
tion and installation service? We were just so excited 
and thankful for God’s faithfulness in providing a new 
pastor for our church. 

Ebenezer RCUS has been in Shafter for many years. 
Next year, God willing, we will be celebrating our 
100th anniversary. The Lord has been so faithful and 
gracious in providing faithful ministers to the congre-
gation throughout all of these years. But what is signif-
icant in the congregation’s history is the fact that since 
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1959, when Ebenezer joined the RCUS, there has 
never been both an ordination and installation service. 

So March 18, 2018, became a landmark in our 
church. Ordination and installation at the same time 
for the first time ever in our congregation! What a 
great blessing! It was decided that Rev. Vernon Pol-
lema, pastor emeritus of Ebenezer, give the charge 
to Ruben, and Rev. Tracy Gruggett, president of the 
Western Classis, the charge to the congregation. Both 
ministers faithfully ministered the Word of God to 
Ruben and the Church. Rev. Pollema preached from 
Acts 20:25-32, and Rev. Gruggett from 1 Thessalo-
nians 5:12-13. The ordination and installation was 
officiated by Rev. Valentin Alpuche, missionary pastor 
of Ebenezer RCUS. 

The service was held at 6:00 PM in order to allow 
for visitors from sister congregations. There were 
visitors from Rehoboth RCUS in Cerritos, LA, from 

Grace RCUS in Bakersfield, and from our Spanish 
mission work, Valle de Gracia, in Shafter. Thank you 
for coming! 

It was such a special moment to see all the elders 
and pastors laying on hands, and welcoming now Rev. 
Ruben Zartman into the ministry. Rev. Zartman and 
his dear wife, Heidi, have been a tremendous blessing 
to our congregation. We pray for the Lord’s blessing 
upon them! 

After the service, there was a time for refreshments 
and fellowship with the saints. 

We thank our Lord for His faithfulness, mercy, and 
help to Ebenezer RCUS, and we can gladly say: “Thus 
far the LORD has helped us!” (1 Samuel 7:12). 

Rev. Valentin Alpuche

Shafter, CA
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Update from Minot, ND

Pictured from left to right: Cody Fuchs, Hunter 
Fuchs, and Leeann Milam were confirmed into full 
communicant membership at Harvest Reformed 
Church, Minot, ND, on Sunday, December 3, 2017, 
after having completed 3 years of instruction and 
memorization of the Heidelberg Catechism.  
Rev. Phillip Poe is the pastor.

Update from 
Vermillion, SD

Welcome to these new 
members at Providence 
RCUS, Vermillion, SD. 

Jerry and Kathy Nilsen

L to R, Hadassa Pacheco; Allicia and Zach Pugh 
with sons, Elijah and Mathew; and Zach Fowlks
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How’s a weekend of fun with your sisters in Christ sound? 
This September 21 & 22, you’re invited to a weekend of faith, friendship, and fellowship at the Sheraton 
Hotel in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, for the 2008 RCUS Ladies Retreat. Over the weekend, we’ll be dis-
cussing rebuilding close community within our denomination, how that impacts our evangelism, and 
what that will look like in action. There will be speakers, games, food, singing, and more! Keep your 
eyes open for more information headed your way.

I hope to see you there! 

Bethany Opp
Member of 

Trinity Reformed Church 
- Sioux Falls, SD

Want to know more? 

Visit rcusladies.org or email info@rcusladies.org. 

And don’t forget to join the RCUS Ladies Facebook group to keep up with all the details and  
join the online community!

 

 


