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Editorial – “Unto Him”

“Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, But to Your 
name give glory, Because of Your mercy, Because of 
Your truth.” (Psalm 115:1, NKJV) 

Two words make a world of difference: “Unto Him.”  
These two words describe the focus of our heart, the 
content of our faith, the purpose of our existence.  As 
Christians, we live and breathe “unto Him.”  In all three of the basic parts of gos-
pel knowledge the grand focus is “unto Him.”  The gospel knowledge of how to 
live and die happily in the comfort of belonging to Jesus starts with knowledge 
of my sins and misery.  But I only know my sin when I compare myself to God’s 
perfect law and character.  As I learn more about myself, I see more of my per-
sonal hatred for all things Holy and Honorable and my personal craving to live 
life “unto ME,” not unto Him.

From this knowledge of the total depravity of the human heart, we turn to 
the gospel facts about how we are redeemed from our sin and misery.  The 
way God redeems us is a way that shouts for all the universe to hear: UNTO 
HIM!  We are saved by grace alone, not by grace plus my cooperation.  So there 
is no room for me to boast that at least I grew up in a Christian home, learned 
my Catechism, and was a faithful church attender and participant in the Lord’s 
Supper.  None of those items are the ground or reason why I am saved from my 
sins and misery.  The honor for my salvation belongs UNTO HIM.  We are saved 
by the work of Christ alone.

The God-centered way that Christians are saved creates a new reality in our 
hearts.  The new creatures that we are still reveal a focus of life lived UNTO HIM.  
After all, we are called new creatures “in Christ.”  In the words of our catechism, 
“#43 What further benefit do we receive from the sacrifice and death of Christ 
on the cross?  That by His power our old man is with Him crucified, slain, and 
buried; so that the evil lusts of the flesh may no more reign in us, but that we 
may offer ourselves unto Him a sacrifice of thanksgiving.”

Life can be very tough – especially as Christians.  “Unto Him” is a motto that 
motivates us.  We go through our daily life with our heads held high.  We run 
the race “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of God.” (Hebrews 12:2, NKJV)  We run the 
race with our eyes looking unto Hm because of His perfect will and His reward 
for all His saints.  That keeps us running.

We even confess that our daily strength to run the race of a life of good 
works comes from Him.  So we use His power to give thanks back unto Him 
for that power.  “Unto Him” really is a way to describe the covenant relationship 
God has established with us.  This is described in our catechism, “#116. Why 
is prayer necessary for Christians?  Because it is the chief part of thankfulness 
which God requires of us, and because God will give His grace and Holy Spirit 
only to those who earnestly and without ceasing ask them of Him, and render 
thanks unto Him for them.”

How do you display in your faith, feelings, and life, this focus of UNTO HIM?  
Everywhere we turn, every day of the week, we have constant opportunity and 
reminder to be a Christian man or woman who lives UNTO HIM.  Such knowl-
edge, by the power of the Holy Spirit, should make all of us “heartily willing and 
ready from now on to live UNTO HIM.” (Heidelberg Catechism #1) 

 Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen

 Manitowoc, Wisconsin
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I s Jesus a distant figure to you? Is He a legend from a 
long, long time ago in a galaxy far, far away?  Are 

we practical Deists?  Do we think that God has made 
the universe and this world but has now left it to work 
out its principles?  Is God now involved in the life of 
man or this world?  Deists believe that God does not 
enter into the history of man’s destiny. Is Jesus real?  
Many have attempted to answer the question of the 
“historical Jesus.”  

The big question here is, “Does the authentic histori-
cal Jesus hear and answer prayer?”  We are required to 
pray in His name (Luke 11:10; John 14:13).  We are 
told in the Bible that we can come to God through Him 
alone ( John 14:6; 1 Timothy 2:5).  Do we in our pain 
and sorrow accept the silence of God?  Do we struggle 
with the question of a Personal God Who is Good, on 
one the hand, and the suffering of man on the other? 
(“Theodicy” is the technical name for this paradox of 
the existence of a Good and Almighty God Who allows 
Evil and Pain in the world)  In our Bible text the Syro-
Phoenician woman cries for help only to receive the 
silence of Jesus. “He answered not a word.”

The Theme of our Bible story is this: A Canaanite 
woman’s daughter is healed because of  the compassion 
of Jesus and her personal faith in the Lord Jesus. 

The Request in verses 21-22: “Have mercy on me, 
O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-
possessed.”  The expressions in the Greek text testify to 
the fact that this poor woman is in great pain and is 
loudly crying out constantly. She is tormented by her 
beloved daughter’s demon possession. Now it must be 
noted that the request is coming from a woman, and 
a Canaanite to boot. To a Jewish man of that day she 
had two strikes against her. As a Canaanite her religion 
would be a horrible abomination to God. Jehovah had 
marked them for destruction and extermination. (Exo-
dus 23:32-33; 34:12-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-5; 20:15-
18) It would not be age appropriate for me to describe 
their ugly and evil religion - it is that bad. She is a “goy” 
-  a Gentile, no better than a street-wandering, scaveng-
ing, fierce dog. 

As a female she would be considered low in the social 
scale. Cicero, a Roman philosopher who lived fifty years 
before the birth of Jesus, said that women were “weak 
minded.” Philo, a Jewish philosopher of Jesus’ day, said 
that women were “foolish creatures.” A Rabbi’s prayer 
stated, “I thank you Lord you have not made me a 
Gentile, I thank you Lord that you have not made me 
a woman.” One Roman poet said that “The gods made 
men, jackals, and women, in that order of importance.” 
Even an ancient Ugaritic text (Found at Ras Shama dat-
ing to about 2000 B. C. - her own religious background) 

The Silence of Jesus:
“He answered not a word” 

“ 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  
22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to Him, saying,  
“Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely demon-possessed.”  

23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him, saying,  
“Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except 

to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying, “Lord, help 
me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the 

little dogs.” 27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their 
masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to 

you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.” 
(Matthew 15:21–28, NKJV) 
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stated that women were almost sub-human. (It should 
be noted that Christianity looks at women as being 
socially and religiously equal and are baptized members 
of the Christian Church in Galatians 3:27-29.) This 
poor woman would appear to be just one of those mar-
ginal people of unimportance that could be passed by 
without so much as a nod or a tip of the hat - just one 
of those suffering people in a crowd of sufferers.  She is 
a nobody. God says nothing nor does He do anything to 
help her anguished and persistent loud crying. 

The Silence in verse 23: “He answered her not a 
word.”  Jesus ignored her. There is absolute silence. 
That does not square with what we know about the 
self-sacrificing personal Jesus of the New Testament. 
The One that said “Come unto me all you who labor 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 

11:28)  What is going on here? The Gospels tells us 
that Jesus was actively involved and among people 
teaching and caring for them in healing and casting 
out demons. (Acts 10:36; 1 John 3:8; Matthew 15:29-
31) Jesus was an involved Person and personable.  Yet 
this time, Jesus did not help the woman. Jesus said 
nothing. 

The silence of God is not uncommon. We have a 
period of time Biblical historians call the “400 Silent 
Years” - the time between Malachi and the Angels 
speaking to several folks in the Gospels and the min-
istry of John the Baptist. The Jews suffer as a subject 
people under the Greeks, Seleucids, and the Romans 
without so much as a word from the Prophets for over 
400 long years.  God said nothing! (Eventually the 
Deliverer in Jesus came to seek and to save the lost.  But 
they had to wait for the Providence of Jehovah. They 
had to learn to be “patient in adversity and for what is 
future have good confidence in their faithful God and 
Father” (Heidelberg Catechism #27-28; Jeremiah 5:24; 
Romans 5:3,5).

Another example of God’s silence is found in Job.  
There, we read 42 chapters of laments, friends indict-
ing Job for some hidden sins and long hours of suffering 
physical and mental pain with no comfort from God. 
Even his wife tells him to “curse God and die.” ( Job 2:9) 
Yet, Job says “I will hope in Him.” ( Job 13:15)  God is 
silent for many years.  God said nothing!  (Eventually 
Job was healed and all was restored to him - but he had 
to wait on the Providence of the Father.)

We also read of Martha and Mary wondering why 
Jesus did not come to heal their brother and His friend 
Lazarus of Bethany. ( John 11:21,32)  Their complaint 
was “...if You had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” When Jesus heard that Lazarus was ill He did 
not go to him but remained far away until his death. 
He did tell His disciples, “I am glad for your sakes that 

I was not there, that you may believe.” Jesus 
did raise Lazarus from the dead but the 
sisters had to wait and suffer His silence 
and wait on the Providence of God. Jesus 
did nothing. God said nothing!

We have John the Baptist in prison in 
Mark 1, awaiting his eventual execution.  
He sent his disciples to Jesus asking if he 
had been right about the Messianic Suf-
fering-Servant ministry of Jesus as “The 
Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the 
world.” ( John 1:29) He is alone in jail and 
Jesus has been silent.  For John in prison, 

God said nothing. The Disciples of John came back 
with the answer that Jesus gave stating that John was 
to look at His healing ministry as proof that the Lord 
is Messiah. John had to wait for the good Providence of 
God - even in the hour of his death.

We have the disciples in a boat during a storm and 
Jesus is asleep. (Mark 4:35-41) They cry out, “Teacher, 
do you not care that we are perishing?”  He said to the 
sea “Peace be still!”  The wind ceased and there was 
a great calm. Jesus rebuked them for a lack of faith. 
To the men on board it had appeared that Jesus did 
not care when they were in trouble. God said nothing. 
(They had to wait for the good Providence of God to 
deliver them.)

We have the man born blind in John 9:1-41. The rea-
son for the blindness was “that the works of God should 
be revealed in him.” Oh, the many years of blindness 
and God’s affliction is upon him.  Jesus did heal him.  
For many years God said nothing. (He and his parents 
had to wait the long years for the good Providence of 
the Heavenly Father.)

We cry out to the Lord but it seems 
that God says nothing. Our life is a 
jumble of meaninglessness and of a 
seeming cruel fate. . . We all wait for 
the good Providence of God.
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We have Jesus on the cross saying, “My 
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
God said nothing.  Jesus quotes Psalm 22 
in his anguish. He suffers hell at its very 
bottom. He will a bit later say a Hebrew 
prayer He learned from the Rabbis in 
His youth, “ Father, into your hands I com-
mit my spirit.” (Luke 23:46)  In the hours 
of suffering God said nothing. (The suf-
ferings on Friday and the rest in the tomb 
became the first day of the week and His 
complete physical resurrection of the 
Lord from the dead. But Jesus suffered 
the silence of the Father.)

We have a life that is full of sorrow, pain and death. 
We cry out to the Lord but it seems that God says 
nothing. Our life is a jumble of meaninglessness and of 
a seeming cruel fate. We are to learn that when we cry 
out, God has sent His Son to die on the cross for us, 
yea, to eventually raise us from the dead and usher us 
into His glorious Kingdom. Now there are times that 
it seems that God does not hear our human prayers.  
That does come, even for the woman of our text. We 
all wait for the good Providence of God.

The Rejection in verses 24-27:  The Disciples of 
Jesus reject her and they feel extremely pestered by her. 
Jesus did not even answer the Apostle’s request.  They 
complain to Jesus about her annoying and constant 
crying out to them. He is teaching them as well. Now, 
Jesus does say that He “was not sent except to the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel.” (verse 24) He even instructed 
His Disciples, when He sent them out, not to go to 
the way of the Gentiles or to any city of the Samari-
tans. (Matthew 10:5) The Apostle Paul stated that his 
ministry was to the Jew first and also to the Greeks in 
Romans 1:16. Was Jesus’ silence to Her because she 
was a woman and a Canaanite?  No!  Jesus ministered 
to the woman of Samaria at the well and to her city 
for several days. ( John 4:7-42) Jesus even worked with 
some Greeks. ( John 12:21) Jesus healed the servant of 
a Roman Centurion because of his great faith. (Mat-
thew 8:5-13) The Apostles were commanded to preach 
to all the nations. (Matthew 28:18-20)

Martin Luther says that this woman “had to be first 
buffeted before help was given her.” This woman of faith 
had to wait on the good Providence of Jesus to answer 
her prayer. What is happening here is a test of the wom-
an’s faith. The Disciples later understand that Jesus’ mes-
sage and Church will go to the Jews and the Gentiles. 
(Matthew 28:18-20; Isaiah 42:1-4; Matthew 12:18-20) 
Jesus ends His silence to the woman. (verse 26)

The Acceptance in verses 25-28:  Because of the 
compassion of Jesus and the mother’s  persistent faith, 
and I mean persistence, Jesus enters into a conversa-
tion with her. Look at her faith. She cried to Jesus as 
Lord, the Son of David. She understands that He is 
merciful. She comprehends that He is an exorcist.  (1 
John 3:8; Acts 10:38; Matthew 8:16; 17:18; Luke 
10:17,20) The woman knows that Jesus can heal. Her 
attitude is one of worship as she bows down before 
Him and cried. The Psalmist says “In my trouble I 
cried to the Lord and He answered me.” (Psalm 120:1)  
Her faith is not simple. There is trust, acknowledge-
ment, knowledge and commitment in her trust. She 
knows Jesus can help her daughter - she hinges all on 
the Savior.  This Canaanite puts Jesus’ promises right 
at His feet. Jesus loves the poor, the hungry, the suf-
fering and the thirsting and He will seek and save the 
lost. (Matthew 8:16-17) This lady even debates with 
Jesus!  She will take His promise of the Gentiles as 
a “pet” dog to feast from the table scraps of the cov-
enant people. (“For whoever is joined with the living, 
there is hope; surely a live dog is better than a dead lion.” 
Ecclesiastes 9:4) 

Salvation is coming and will be proclaimed to the 
Gentiles. Is this why Jesus has left Israel to come to 
“goy” country? I believe so!

What a response by Jesus, “O Woman!” (verse 28)  
Calling her “Woman” is not disparaging.  It was a 
familiar way of addressing married females. Jesus even 
called his mother “Woman” ( John 19:26).  The Greek 
expression here is very intense. There is a tremendous 
flow of emotion from Jesus.  In the emotional life of 
the Lord we find Him groaning, weeping, and showing 
deep concern and compassion. (Luke 7:13; Matthew 
9:6; 14:14; 15:32; 23:32; Hebrews 4:15) Jesus says, 
“O Woman! Great is your faith! Let it be as you desire.” 
(verse 28)

She knows Jesus can help her 
daughter – she hinges all on the 

Savior.  This Canaanite puts Jesus’ 
promises right at His feet. Jesus 

loves the poor, the hungry, the 
suffering, and the thirsting, and He 

will seek and save the lost.
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Our Belgic Confession in Article 31 reminds us of 
our common faith on the Biblical topic of minis-

ters, elders, and deacons.  It states, in part, 

As for the ministers of God’s Word, they have equally 
the same power and authority wheresoever they are, 
as they are all ministers of Christ, the only universal 

Bishop and the only Head of the Church. 

Moreover, in order that this holy ordinance of God may 
not be violated or slighted, we say that every one ought 
to esteem the ministers of God’s Word and the elders  

of the Church very highly for their work’s sake,  
and be at peace with them without murmuring, strife, 

or contention, as much as possible.

As I reflect on the state of the Church of our Lord 
in Covenant East Classis, these paragraphs are in my 
mind.  First, I am humbled that you have elected me 
to serve as your president.  Even with that position 
of responsibility, we remember that all ministers ‘have 
equally the same power and authority,’ so the leader-
ship role you have entrusted to me is only for a sea-
son, and is one that is shared through the years among 
us.  Second, every one ought to esteem ministers and 
elders highly for their work’s sake, and be at peace.  
The work of a President is not only to run a peaceful 
and orderly meeting, but to assist and encourage all 
of us to be church officers who honor our office and 
also the office of one another.  This can be challenging 
because ministers and elders are often disrespected by 
people in the world and by some people in the church.  

The Healing verse 28: “And her daughter was healed 
from that very hour.”  The healing came without some 
elongated ritual. Just a word from Jesus.  John explains 
in his 1 John 3:8, “For this purpose the Son of God was 
manifest, that He might destroy the works of the Devil.”  
The Apostle Peter preached, “God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went 
about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by 
the Devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)  Our 
Lord did the work of an exorcist.  Satan and his mul-
titude of fallen angels are Hell bent on destroying 
mankind and the works of Jesus. These Demons are 
evil spirits that are incorporeal personalities that have 
intellect, emotion, self-consciousness, and will. They 
are like parasites that enter people and control their 
minds, emotions, identity, and volition. They bring 
harmful physical and mental effects to their victims. 
(Mark 9:22; Matthew 8:16; 17:18; Luke 10:17,20; 
Acts 10:38) Satan is a personal power foe.  Satan’s 
doom is sure.  One little word shall fell him.  And here 

it did.  The child is healed and restored into the loving 
arms of her faithful Mother.

This Gentile woman knows and experiences the 
compassion of Jesus.  Jesus has authenticated that He 
is a deliverer and that His calling is from Jehovah.  The 
glory of God is shown and spread to the Gentiles.  
Faith has been described and revealed.  The power of 
Jesus has been manifested.  A person in need has been 
helped by faith and the silence of Jesus has ended. 

There is hope for us when God seems to not hear. 
God always listens. He is not deaf as the idols of men 
(Micah 7:14).  Jesus hears us.  He may answer, “No! 
-Wait! - Yes! - Later” - but He hears us and has com-
passion on us.  O! Our faith makes us whole. (Mat-
thew 9:23) We rely on the good Providence of Our 
Father in heaven. 

Rev. Howard Hart

Mitchell, SD

hr

Report of the President of Covenant East Classis 
of the Reformed Church in the United States

 March 7-8, 2017
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Yet, for our part, we must be sure to show respect to 
one another for the sake of our office and to avoid mur-
muring and strife in our own hearts.  We demonstrate 
that respect by giving it to one another in the local 
Consistory and Spiritual Council, and in private con-
versations and committee work throughout the year, 
as well as at our Classis and Synod gatherings.  I am 
so grateful to belong to a Classis which truly demon-
strates this spirit of brotherly love and respect among 
us, and I pray that spirit will only increase, through 
whatever testing and challenges may come.  In this way, 
we walk worthy of the callings God has placed upon 
us, “endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3) 

The statistics show that we received more com-
municant members this year (up 32%) while we lost 
fewer members (down 43%).  These are both positive 
trends, while the total number of communicants then 
has increased a modest 2%.  There was a striking 56% 
increase in special offerings this year!  This reveals the 
generous hearts of our congregations and also the fore-
sight of Consistories to be alert to additional opportu-
nities for Christian stewardship beyond the guidelines 
and local church running expenses.  Such financial 
generosity is surely a sign of spiritual health.

The Candidates and Credentials Committee reports 
a busy correspondence with many potential ministerial 
candidates, as well as direct oversight and preparation 
of our Student-Under-Care, Mr. Christopher Camp-
bell, for his licensure examination at this meeting.

The Interchurch Relations Committee once again 
expresses a longing to improve in our face-to-face con-
tacts with other Classes and Presbyteries.  One dis-
turbing trend is noted in the report.  Even though we 
have had direct communication and personal interac-
tion with some of our neighboring presbyteries and 
classes, in two cases from two different NAPARC 
denominations, pastors/elders whom we know did 
not honor our relationships and fraternal agreements 

properly.  Our fraternal relationships exist specifically 
to avoid this problem, lest a wayward church mem-
ber becomes a “refugee from justice” (the term used 
in NAPARC’s agreement).  What that term really 
implies is that these are souls which need shepherd-
ing care.  Just because they want to leave one group 
of elders/ministers overseeing that spiritual life, they 
are never outside the authority and oversight of Christ 
Jesus.  We need to provide shepherding even in how 
to leave or transfer from one congregation to another.  
It is my hope that at least for our part, all the RCUS 
churches of our Classis are actively honoring our fra-
ternal bonds and always contact the home churches of 
prospective church members well before we conclude a 
new members class with them.

The Missions Committee provides a clear report of 
meaningful visits and time spent on the scene talking 
with both church officers and members at each of our 
mission works.  Meaningful oversight can never be 
done from afar, so they are to be commended for this 
labor after the apostolic example of traveling to the 
churches to see how the gospel is progressing.

The RCUS is surging in Pennsylvania once again, 
after generations of little to no presence.  We should 
remember that our birthplace was in Pennsylvania in 
1725.  The Missions Report states, “It was also good to 
hear that the men of these three churches get together 
for a yearly retreat. There is a great deal of unity and 
love among the churches in Pennsylvania!”  Let us pray 
for God to continue to reclaim this portion of our 
country for the extension of faithful RCUS churches 
once again.

The Church Camp Committee reports a number 
of adjustments to the lecture format this year.  Over-
all, the camp was a great success and an excellent tool 
for discipleship of the covenant youth who attended.  
Yet, as the report notes, we have a lack of participa-
tion from many of our congregations, pastors, and/or 
covenant youth within the Classis.  If we do not stir up 

“Local Consistories are being responsive to the needs and 
viewpoints of their members.  I do not sense a desire to allow 
rule by the majority, but rather a desire by the officers to truly 
shepherd their sheep, which means regularly re-evaluating their 
sheep, so that they can best serve them with the eternal and 
unchanging gospel message.”
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enthusiasm for Camp within our local congregations 
and lead by example as pastors and elders, I fear the 
entire Camp will close down within a few more years.  
It is just too much work if there is too little interest. 

The Parochial Reports reveal active fulfillment of 
the 3 marks of the Christian Church.  I sense in every 
report the pastor has joy in his ministry labors, though 
some reports reveal struggles with weariness and/or 
doubts about whether the pastor is really serving God 
in the best way that he can right now.  I would say 
that every report reveals a pastor and local congrega-
tion with limited resources and energy which is being 
stretched very thin.  I do not sense, though, that very 
many, if any, of us are at the breaking point.  To avoid 
such burnout, though, I do hope that the Couple’s 
Retreat for Pastors and their wives can be organized 
for this coming year.

Some reports mention tension within the congrega-
tion, even between church officers.   We need to keep 
one another in prayer, and be ever vigilant on this front.  
Let us be quick to listen and slow to speak.  Let us open 
ourselves up to one another for godly counsel and assis-
tance as needed throughout the year.  While it is trou-
bling to hear of troubles, it is encouraging to hear that 
people are aware of them and are asking help and prayer 
as they seek to work through them Biblically.

Several reports, and even a few of the overtures 
before us, demonstrate that local Consistories are being 
responsive to the needs and viewpoints of their mem-

bers.  I do not sense a desire to allow rule by the major-
ity, but rather a desire by the officers to truly shepherd 
their sheep, which means regularly re-evaluating their 
sheep and what their current hopes and dreams are, 
so that they can best serve them with the eternal and 
unchanging gospel message.  One such example is the 
growing concern for the proper role of women in the 
Church to be taught and applied.  On this topic we too 
often jump to Biblical prohibitions on women holding 
office and authority in the church.  That is important, 
but the Bible also describes much about the positive 
value and ministry of women and to women.  We have 
an overture and a pre-classis Roundtable discussion 
dedicated to these issues.  A high view of the special 
office does not negate a high view of the general office 
of believer – male and female believers.  It seems God 
is pressing us as a Classis to live out the implications of 
that balanced doctrine. 

From West to East, a selective summary of the paro-
chial reports follows.

The Kansas City Elders mention that they are 
“extremely grateful to all the churches from our Classis 
and denomination who supported us by sending men 
to deliver God’s Word. Praise God for His faithfulness.”

In Northwest Arkansas, Rev. Carr is encouraged 
that the congregation loves God’s Word and its faith-
ful preaching.  He also mentions, “One area of focus for 
our Church this past year has been on how we can help 
those in need in our community. We contacted several 
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organizations in our community that minister to the 
homeless, battered women, and other charities to see 
how we can offer our support or how we might volun-
teer.”  They have sought advice from others in Classis 
and drafted a workable Deacons Fund policy.

In Hamburg, Rev. Schnabel reports that Hamburg 
is not content with the status quo, but is seeking help 
from RCUS elders from outside Hamburg in doing 
church revitalization and planning out evangelism.  Rev. 
Schnabel is also embracing his God-given talents in 
videography.  He has recorded the autobiographies of 
5 retired pastors and is also working on video projects 
for RCUS Foreign Ministries.  “I feel the need for our 
denomination to have these things in order to promote 
our mission fields and to have a historical archive of the 
faithful men who had served this denomination.”

In Garner, Rev. Larson reports, “The Lord has given 
to us wonderful opportunities to engage in evangelism, 
making known the good news about Jesus Christ in 
venues outside the regular worship on the Lord’s Day.”

In Eden Prairie, Rev. Kron describes his concern 
for the saints of Emmaus Road with a single theme: 
“And I pray that we as a church will not lose our first 
love.  That we will not just “trudge on and hang on.”  
But rather that the Lord, by His word and Spirit, will 
build us up in faith in Christ through the ministry of 
the word, sacraments, prayer, and fellowship in the 
year ahead (Acts 2:42).”

In Minneapolis, Rev. Marinelli identified specific 
areas for further study and growth in his pastoral min-
istry and Biblical understanding.  We should also note 
with joy the addition of a baby daughter, Talitha, to 
him and Renita.  Because of a heart defect and related 
issues, Talitha is undergoing multiple procedures and 
thus he is unable to join us for this meeting.  Let us keep 
them in prayer.

Rev. Sawtelle reports that a balance is being struck at 
Redeemer so that the two pastors each provide full pasto-
ral workload within the variety of ministry opportunities 
within the Church and community, all under the active 
review of the Consistory.   While there is much more to 
the regular ministry of the gospel in Minneapolis, people 
are especially interested in the mission prospects and 
hope to establish another daughter church.  Of that, Rev. 
Sawtelle writes, “Please pray for us in this endeavor. We 
are convinced this will take every bit of our stated three 
to five year time frame, perhaps longer. Pray the Lord will 
give us wisdom and patience. One thing is certainly true: 
Apart from Christ, we can do nothing.”

In Manitowoc, Rev. Sorensen reports that over the 14 
years he has served the congregation, “the communion 
of the saints between us has grown stronger.  Their joys 

are even more joyful to me.  Their sorrows hurt me even 
more deeply.” 

In Napoleon, Rev. Altman reports a quiet year of peace 
in Napoleon.  Altman regularly challenges the men of 
the congregation to be ready to serve the Lord however 
He calls.  New officers have been raised up, and the con-
gregation is truly a servant of the entire RCUS with the 
Treasurer of our Classis and also the new Treasurer of 
our Synod being elders from Napoleon.

In Gettysburg, Rev. Fluck comments, “The labors of 
our Elders and Deacon have been exemplary.  I cannot 
be grateful enough to the Lord for the labors of these 
four men. . . . The contact with men of the Classis espe-
cially those of Heritage has been a blessing to us.”

In Waymart, Rev. Potter reports a milestone in his 
life of reaching 50 years of marriage to his wife Sharon, 
and he praises God for giving him such a godly helper.  
As far as the work of the ministry in Waymart, he says, 
“It seems that when we get serious about praying for 
the LORD to add to the church we see visitors.”  His 
able leadership and involvement in overseeing the Blue 
Bell mission in greater Philadelphia has borne fruit, 
and we look forward to meeting Elder Ken Hanko at 
this classis.

Our pastor without call, Rev. Harvey Opp, provides 
a significantly different report than he has for the past 2 
years.  May our Lord truly prepare him and any vacant 
RCUS congregations as they pursue his potential 
return into active ministry.

Prayer meetings abound in our classis.  Some con-
gregations started a regular prayer meeting for the first 
time in their history.  One comment by a pastor sparked 
my interest: Not only do we pray for things, we also 
ought to pray against certain things.  While we pray for 
spiritual growth and church unity, do we actively ver-
balize a prayer to the Almighty God against spiritual 
laziness and church schism and disunity?

Perhaps the description Rev. Marinelli gives of his 
prayer is a fitting conclusion to this report.  “As Paul 
prayed for the Philippians, so I pray for Redeemer 
and for the RCUS—that we may, with the humility 
of Christ, be of the same mind in the Lord, striving 
together for the faith of the gospel, and that we may 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our dear Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ.  May we ever more walk in Him, 
rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, 
abounding in it with thanksgiving.”  

Your Servant in Christ,

Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen

Manitowoc, WI

hr
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The Covenant East Classis of the Reformed 
Church in the United States convened for its 32nd 

annual spring meeting on Tuesday March 7, 2017, at 
Salem Ebenezer Reformed Church in Manitowoc, 
Wisconsin.  Though the distance that separates our 
ten churches required lengthy travel for the delegates, 
this was no barrier to the fellowship we enjoyed as we 
undertook the business of the church.

It has become our custom for the gathered delegates 
to meet the Monday evening before the opening of our 
spring session to discuss a relevant topic or book.  This 
year, the delegates read Aimee Byrd’s book No Little 
Women: Equipping All Women in the Household of God, 
and Rev. Ron Potter led a discussion on the opportu-
nities and challenges for shepherding women in the 
church.  A number of those present shared successes 
and failures in providing and overseeing women’s min-
istries that are effective for discipling women, who are 
an essential part of every congregation.

The President of Classis, Rev. Kyle Sorensen, called 
the session to order promptly at 8:00 a.m. on Tuesday 
morning and led us in singing “Come Thou Fount of 
Every Blessing.”  He then led a devotion using 1 Cor-
inthians 14:40 and reminded us that all the work of 
the church (including business meetings like Classis) 
is spiritual and must be done in accordance with the 
Word of God.

The roll was called and determined that 10 pastors 
and 9 elders were present.  Rev. Sorensen was reelected 
as President, Rev. Dan Schnabel was reelected as Vice 
President, Rev. Steven Carr was elected as Stated Clerk, 
and  Elder Jim Drewes was reelected as Treasurer.  
Classis welcomed several first time elder delegates and 
several elders who were not serving as delegates but 
were in attendance.  These were welcomed and seated 
in the Bar of the House with the privilege of the floor.  
Two new ministers joined our classis since we last met.  
In the past year Rev. Mark Larson was installed as pas-
tor of Peace Reformed Church in Garner, Iowa, and 
Rev. Steven Carr was ordained and installed as pas-
tor of Grace Reformed Church in Rogers, Arkansas.  
These men were introduced and given the right hand 
of fellowship by the delegates.  Rev. Brian De Jong, a 
fraternal delegate from the Presbytery of the Midwest 
of the Orthodox Presbyterian Church, was welcomed 
and invited to address the body.  Rev. De Jong brought 

greetings and an update on the work of his presbytery.
The president gave his report on the state of Cov-

enant East Classis, noting with gratitude the spirit 
of peace and brotherly love among the churches.  We 
were encouraged as we heard about the progress of 
the mission works in Pennsylvania and the reports of 
increased interest in prayer meetings and Bible studies 
in our congregations.  Each pastor within the Classis 
read his parochial report, providing a summary of his 
labor in the last year and an assessment of the church 
under his care.  These summaries provide insight into 
the challenges our pastors face as well as the joy we 
share in laboring for our common cause of discipling 
the Lord’s flock for the glory of Jesus Christ.  After 
each report, delegates asked questions and further 
information was shared about each church.  A prayer 
of thanksgiving and supplication was then offered.  We 
noted that these reports are great aids in knowing how 
to pray specifically for each other.

In accordance with the constitution of the RCUS, 
the elder delegate from each church was asked to pro-
vide an answer to the questions listed in Article 81.  
“Yes” answers were given for each question with the 
exception of four churches who stated the need for 
improvement in the frequency of family visitation.  
The delegates discussed the struggle to be diligent in 
this area in our busy world.  A number of “best prac-
tices” were mentioned and, in all, it was a blessing to 
acknowledge the faithful attention of each church to 
the Word of God, to the instruction of our youth, to 
family visitation, to discipline, to the sacraments, and 
to the support of Classis, Synod, and our pastors.

The report of the Membership and Financial Sta-
tistics was given which indicated that the number of 
communicant members had increased by 2%, from 775 
to 792.  In addition to regular and faithful giving, the 
report also showed several large special offerings were 
received, confirming the commitment of our members 
to their local works.

Rev. Harvey Opp reported on his visit to Clas-
sis Central US of the United Reformed Churches in 
North America.

This year’s agenda included the licensure exam of Mr. 
Christopher Campbell.  Mr. Campbell has received a 
call from Northland Reformed Church of Kansas City, 
Missouri.  On Tuesday evening, the classis attendees 

Report on the  
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and the congregation of Salem Ebenezer gathered for 
worship.  The service was led by Rev. Dan Schnabel 
and Mr. Campbell preached a sermon based on Gala-
tians 1:6-10.  In noting Paul’s warning that the Gala-
tians not partake of a false gospel, which will not save, 
we were encouraged to continue in the true gospel of 
Jesus Christ.  The service and the gathering afterward 
provided an opportunity for the delegates and our 
hosts to enjoy great fellowship, both in worship and in 
conversation.  The delicious desserts supplied by the 
people of Salem Ebenezer were an encouragement for 
all to linger and relish each other’s company.

The Wednesday morning session started with roll call 
and devotions before moving on to the licensure exam.  
Mr. Campbell was examined in the areas of Piety, Phi-
losophy, Apologetics, Prolegomena, Theology Proper, 
Christology, Soteriology, Ecclesiology, Eschatology, the 
English Bible and Ecclesiastical History.  Over several 
hours, the delegates were encouraged by Mr. Camp-
bell’s answers and voted to sustain his exam and grant 
him the status of Licentiate to preach within our clas-
sis.  A prayer of thanksgiving for Mr. Campbell was 
given and the right hand of fellowship was extended 
by the pastors and elders.  The elders from Northland 
Reformed expressed their thankfulness for the faithful 
ministers who travelled to Kansas City to preach over 
the past year, as well as their joy at seeing God’s provi-
sion for the future.

Throughout the Classis meetings, the various per-
manent and standing committees gave reports.  The 
Executive Committee reported on their activities since 
the last session of Classis.  The Missions and Benevo-

lences committees reported on the status of their work 
and the needs for the coming year.  Several churches 
made overtures to classis with requests.  Some of these 
were fully addressed in the classis meeting and while 
others resulted in Classis making an overture to Synod.  
The Finances Committee recommended a budget of 
$52,272 which represents $66.00 per communicant 
member.  These funds primarily support mission 
works, benevolence and travel for classis business.  The 
Finance Committee also confirmed that their audit of 
the Treasurer’s books found everything to be in order.

At the completion of business at approximately 
8:00 p.m. on Wednesday March 8, the meeting was 
adjourned.  Those gathered joined in confessing the 
Apostle’s Creed together, in praying the Lord’s Prayer 
and, after receiving the benediction from the Classis 
President, singing the Doxology.

During all of the various meetings and activities, 
the delegates received very warm and kind hospitality 
from the congregation of Salem Ebenezer Reformed 
Church.  Their cheerful service and attention to our 
needs is very much appreciated and a testimony to their 
love of the church.  In the Lord’s providence, we do not 
have the opportunity for fellowship with our brothers 
and sisters in Christ across the Classis as often as we 
would like, but these times together are truly a blessing 
as we work for our common cause in bringing glory to 
the name of Jesus Christ.

Elder Walt Van Heest

Eden Prairie, MN

hr
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Report of the President of Western Classis 
of the Reformed Church in the United States

 March 7-9, 2017

Esteemed Fathers and Brethren:

This is my fourth report to you on the State of 
the Western Classis. By the time I present it, I 

will have already asked not to be nominated as your 
President this year. While I count it an honor to have 
served in this role, the increased responsibility of my 
election as President of the Synod suggests that Clas-
sis would be better served by someone else, especially 
if this year’s Synod, in a repeat of last year’s temporary 
insanity, chooses to keep me in office.

I thank you for letting me serve as your President. I 
willingly admit to a certain level of discomfort in this 
role, but that only means that I’ve had to stretch well 
beyond my comfort zone to satisfy its demands. I hope 
and trust that I have served our Lord and you well.

And now for my report …

Word and Sacraments

Article 81 of the RCUS Constitution requires every 
pastor to submit an annual report “of the spiritual and 
temporal condition of the charge and of [his] labors.” 
You have submitted your reports. I have read each one 
of them and make the following observations.

This year I have chosen to begin with the retired min-
isters, most of whom struggle with the increasing infir-
mities of age. Perhaps Pastor Gross, our eldest retiree, 
suffers the most. Yet, in spite of heavy medication and 

the necessity of using a walker, he continues to find ref-
uge in the public worship of God and enjoys exercising 
his gift of hospitality.

Pastor Gross’ example is one among many. Like him, 
the other retired pastors of the Western Classis con-
tinue to preach frequently (Pastors Pollema and Riffert 
have provided most of the preaching for the Lancaster 
charge since our last meeting), teach at City Seminary, 
serve on boards of seminaries or missionary agencies, 
and engage in other ministries. Their zeal for promot-
ing the kingdom of God should encourage those of us 
who are still active in the pastorate.

Why do I mention this? It’s because, although I have 
always looked up to these men, I do so even more as I 
grow older. They are our fathers in the faith, men who 
have been tried and proven in the ministry of the gos-
pel. My hope is that the rest of us might build on their 
labors, watering where they’ve sown and looking to the 
Lord to bring in a mighty harvest!

It was encouraging for me to read in Pastor West’s 
report how teaching a class on Pastoral Care and 
Counseling has made him reflect on his years of min-
istry. He wrote, “When one teaches a class such as this 
he is reminded of his many ‘sins of omission’ which he 
committed when he was fully engaged in the pastoral 
ministry. Dark memories come surging into the mind 
like a dark fog when one re-assesses the strengths and 
especially the weaknesses of his past ministry.” Yet, he 
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did not find this to be an occasion for despair, but an 
opportunity to rejoice in the glorious privilege of having 
been called to preach the unsearchable riches of Christ!

Pastor Gruggett, who rejoices in the opportunity to 
serve our covenant God in Bakersfield, has struggled 
with questions concerning his own effectiveness. The 
congregation is not growing (at least in numbers) and 
he is concerned about the lack of fruit in his ministry, 

which he attributes to cowardice. I am not in a position 
to judge the accuracy of his assessment, but I suspect 
that the same hobgoblin of concern over one’s fruit-
fulness has annoyed more of the Lord’s servants than 
him. Let us remember that there is a positive benefit to 
searching questions of this kind, viz., they bring us face 
to face with the fact that Jesus Christ shows himself 
strongest when we are weakest.

All things considered, your reports show that the glo-
rious gospel of the kingdom of God is being heralded 
from the pulpits of the Western Classis. The Great 
Commission, both in terms of its outreach (making 
disciples of the nations) and in-reach (teaching them to 
observe all things), is being fulfilled.

Pastor Alpuche reports that the Dorantes family is 
now fully engaged in the Spanish-language work as 
members of the church. May this be a portent of things 
to come! The work in Los Angeles, as reported by Pas-
tor Voytek, took in seven communicant members last 
year, another three in January of this year, and has the 
possibility of adding six to ten more in the near future. 
This congregation maintains a vigorous outreach pro-
gram. The Stockton work, after temporarily diverting 
its energies toward renovating its new facility, is moving 
forward this year with a six-step strategy of reaching its 
community. And finally, Pastor Stetler, who is currently 
without charge, has begun a new evangelism organiza-
tion called “Reformation Gospel Ministries.”

The work of our dear Savior’s Church moves forward 
in spite of discouragement, physical illness and various 
other challenges. In fact, some of your reports teem 
with busy-ness — new members’ classes, Bible studies, 
men’s breakfasts, podcasts, evangelism, book studies, 
radio and prison ministry, and much more.

All of these things demonstrate the commitment 
of the pastors, elders and congregations of the West-

ern Classis to the Word of God. What a 
joy it is that God’s people delight in such 
preaching!

With two students under care (Elder 
Matthew Davis and Mr. Paul Liberati) 
and the Shafter church considering calling 
a student from Mid-America Reformed 
Seminary (Mr. Ruben Zartman) to be its 
next pastor, we have good hope that our 
pulpits will ring with gospel purity for a 
long time to come. 

Just as the Word is faithfully proclaimed 
throughout the Western Classis, the sac-
raments are also administered in accord 
with the Scriptures and our Constitution. 
Pastor Powell reports the restoration of 
one member. We praise God for that, and 

trust that he will use the preaching of the Word, the 
administration of the sacraments and our faithfulness 
in Christian discipline to effect his grace in the lives of 
his people!

Membership and Finances

The statistics of the Western Classis continue to be 
a source of concern for me. I realize that numbers do 
not tell the whole story, but the trend is alarming, to say 
the least.

The churches of the Western Classis lost a total of 
thirty-one communicant members (slightly less than 
5 percent) in the 2016 calendar year. For comparative 
purposes, we now have one hundred and forty-nine 
fewer communicants than we had at our peak in 2005. 
That’s like losing a large congregation. Currently, the 
largest church in the Western Classis (Sacramento) has 
a communicant membership of only one hundred and 
thirty-nine. Three churches (Los Angeles, Modesto and 
Sacramento) and the Valle de Gracia mission work in 
Shafter increased, one church (Chico) remained level, 
while the rest decreased. Much of the loss came from 
dismissing members to other churches.

The finances of the Western Classis are also in seri-
ous need of attention. With declining membership in 
our churches and the guideline amounts being only 
partially funded, the guidelines that we have set for 
ourselves over the last few years are unsustainable and 

Our retired ministers are our fathers 
in the faith, men who have been tried 
and proven in the ministry of the 
gospel. My hope is that the rest of us 
might build on their labors, watering 
where they’ve sown and looking to the 
Lord to bring in a mighty harvest!
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unrealistic. The money is not coming in as projected. It 
simply isn’t there. As a result, we have almost no reserves 
to carry over into the current year and some of our funds 
are in the red. The Home Missions fund is in the worst 
shape. It will require approximately $10 per communi-
cant member just to move it into positive territory.

I have spoken with the Treasurer about this. He will 
specify in his report what he believes to be a more rea-
sonable guideline amount. I would also suggest that 
the Standing Finance Committee have a heart to heart 
discussion with him concerning what needs to be done 
with each fund to address the problem adequately.

Special Committee Reports

The committee on Child Safety is ready to present its 
final report this year. As officers of the church, we have a 
solemn duty to protect the most vulnerable members of 
our congregations. The Lord cursed the Amalekites for 
attacking his people from behind, wounding and kill-
ing the feeble, the faint and the weary. How much more 
displeased would he be with us if by neglect we were to 
let our children become prey to those who seek their 
harm? This committee has taken its responsibility seri-
ously and will make a proposal for our consideration.

Executive Committee Matters

Several matters came before your Executive Commit-
tee this past year that we did not circularize. I will men-
tion them here, since some of them will require your 
attention at this meeting.

In the fall the Candidates and Credentials Committee 
asked the Executive Committee to move forward with 
the ordination of Licentiate Colin Samul. This raised 
a constitutional question. Article 24 clearly envisions a 
two-examination process: one examination for licensure 
and another for ordination. Although your committee 
believes that Mr. Samul did very well during his licen-
sure examination last year, we did not think it wise to 
dispense with the ordination exam. Nor did we think 
it prudent to call a special meeting for his examination, 
considering the lack of urgency for doing so, the state 
of the Classis’ finances and the fact that no monies had 
been set aside for such a meeting. The Candidates and 
Credentials Committee made no further request. 

Your committee also received a call from the Lodi 
congregation to Pastor Thomas Mayville to serve as its 
associate pastor. While we take Article 28 seriously and 
believe that Classis should not refuse to confirm a call 
“unless there are strong reasons for withholding such 
confirmation,” we believe that two constitutional issues 
must be addressed before doing so: (1) What consti-
tutes adequate support and (2) What is the definition 
of the role which belongs to the associate pastor or co-

pastor?  Should the Western Classis overture Synod to 
define the roles of “associate pastor” and/or “co-pastor,” 
since neither is mentioned in our Constitution? Again, 
the Executive Committee believes that these questions 
merit a fuller discussion.

We also received a request from the Grass Val-
ley consistory, asking that Student Matthew Davis 
be appointed as the Stated Supply for the Grass Val-
ley congregation. While it’s true that Article 69 allows 
students to serve as temporary supplies, the Executive 
Committee questioned the wisdom of doing so by cir-
cular, which offers no opportunity to discuss a particu-
lar student’s qualifications and/or readiness. We further 
noted that, although Article 91 gives the Executive 
Committee of Classis the authority to circularize the 
request for “a minister or a licentiate to minister as a 
regular supply of vacant congregations,” it says nothing 
at all about appointing students via circular. But in this 
case, the Executive Committee believes that no action 
was necessary for a different reason. Since Mr. Davis is a 
properly elected and installed elder in the Grass Valley 
congregation, he already has the authority and responsi-
bility to instruct and exhort the members of his charge.

One final item needs a few words. In Elder Samul’s 
report for the Anderson charge, he will inform you of 
the church’s request to be dissolved as of June 15, 2017. 
After broadcasting the praises of Jesus Christ for sixty 
years, it appears that the light of this congregation is 
about to go out. I will leave it to him to explain the rea-
sons that led to this decision.

Closing Comments

I trust – I pray – that the closing of the Anderson 
church is an isolated event. The attrition of our churches 
seems to suggest otherwise. But we serve a great and 
glorious King, who has promised to build his church 
and will not allow Satan to destroy it!

So, instead of looking at the closing of the Anderson 
church as a knell of things to come, let it be for us an occa-
sion to seek God’s grace and mercy in behalf of Christ’s 
bride! Let us renew our commitment to prayer and ser-
vice! Let us look to the one whose throne is in the heavens 
to deliver a plentiful harvest of souls for his own glory!

We serve a glorious God, who has covenanted to 
be our God forever. May we go forth manfully under 
the banner of Jesus Christ to do his work, trusting the 
wisdom of his Word to guide us and the power of his 
omnipotent Spirit to produce fruit unto everlasting life 
in those who hear!

Christ’s servant and yours,

Dr. Frank H. Walker

Sacramento, CA

hr
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The delegates of the 32nd Western Classis Meet-
ing met in Yuba City, CA, from March 7-9, 2017. 

It was very encouraging and a great joy to see again 
our pastors and elders from our churches. President 
Frank Walker called the meeting to order at 1 p.m. 
Rev. Sam Powell, host minister, gave a brief but so 
needed meditation from Proverbs 2 under the theme 
“Our Need for Wisdom.” 

When President Walker called the meeting to order, 
the roll call showed 16 ministers and 10 elders, a total 
of 26. After the preliminaries, the classis elected officers. 
Rev. Tracy Gruggett was elected President, Rev. Doug 
Schlegel was elected Vice-President, Rev. Jimmy Hall 
was elected Stated Clerk, and Elder Chris Fellersen was 
reelected Treasurer.  Classis expressed our gratitude 
to Rev. Hank Bowen for 15 years of service as Stated 
Clerk. Thank you brother for your faithful service! 

After the adoption of the agenda, Rev. Schlegel 
moved to examine Mr. Ruben Zartman immediately 
after the Wednesday morning devotion. Several fra-
ternal delegates were welcome to our meeting. The 
Canadian Reformed Churches were represented by 
Elder Jim Dykstra and Elder Mike Krabbendam. Also 
we had a fraternal delegate from the URCNA (Classis 
Pacific Northwest), Elder Douglas Field. Rev. Kevin 
Medcalf from the OPC could not attend our meeting 
because his daughter was hospitalized as he was on 
his way to Yuba City. He had to return to his family 
immediately. 

This year no new ministers and no new churches 
were added to the rolls of the Western Classis. After 
the presentation of the Standing Committees, the 
Stated Clerk read the President’s Report reviewing 
the state of the Church during 2016 because Rev. 
Frank Walker had to leave the meeting due to a medi-
cal emergency in his family. By God’s grace, he was 
able to return to the assembly the next morning. 

Later in the day, the time came for each pastor to 
read his parochial report. It is always useful, encour-
aging, and challenging to listen to all the parochial 
reports. We learn much about each pastor and church 
and their struggles, progress, preaching, teaching, and 
other church activities—all done in order to serve 
God and His people. The President called the Order 
of the Day at 5:33pm. 

The Western Classis closed the day with an evening 
worship service with Rev. Doug Schlegel conducting, 
and Rev. Michael Voytek preaching a sermon entitled 
“Equipped for Service.”  All delegates returned to their 
hotels to rest and spend more time fellowshipping 
with one another. 

On Wednesday morning, the new President, Rev. 
Tracy Gruggett, called the meeting to order at 8:06 
a.m., and more pastors read their parochial reports. 
The next item on the agenda was the examination of 
Mr. Ruben Zartman. Before his examination, Zart-
man led the body in devotions from 2 Thessalonians 
2:7-17. At 10:25 a.m., Mr. Zartman’s examination 
began. According to the Constitution of the RCUS, 
he was examined in the following areas: Prolegom-

Report on the  
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The Constitution of the Reformed Church in the United States, ARTICLE 22. After the examination of 
the applicant has been declared satisfactory and the report of the examiners has been adopted, he shall 
read aloud before Classis the following formula and subscribe the same in a book kept for that purpose:

“I hereby testify that I honestly and truly accept the doctrine of the Heidelberg Catechism, the 
Belgic Confession of Faith, and the Canons of Dort as in accordance with the teaching of the Holy 
Scriptures, and promise faithfully to preach and defend the same. I also declare and promise that 
I will carefully observe all the ordinances in accordance with the Word of God which now are, 
or may hereafter be enacted by the authorities of the Church, and that I will cheerfully submit to 
all the admonitions and decisions of these authorities so long as I remain in connection with the 
Reformed Church in the United States.

“In testimony whereof I hereunto subscribe my name and the date.”

Name _________________________________            Date _______________________________

Having thus attested his adherence to the doctrines and discipline of the Reformed Church in the 
United States, he shall be furnished with a certificate of licensure, bearing the seal of Classis and the 
signatures of the President and Stated Clerk; and his name shall be placed on the clerical roll.

ena, Theology Proper, Anthropology, Christology, 
Soteriology, Ecclesiology, Eschatology, Apologetics, 
Historical Philosophy, Church History, English Bible, 
Hermeneutics, RCUS Standards, and Practica. Each 
section of the exam lasted for 20 minutes. Around 6 
p.m., Rev. Schlegel moved that the exam be arrested. 
Mr. Zartman, by God’s grace, sustained his exami-
nation and was licensed to preach by the Western 
Classis. The Examination and Licensure committee 
recommended that Mr. Zartman be designated as 
Stated Supply at Ebenezer RCUS in Shafter, also that 
he serve the mandated eight-month internship under 
the oversight of Rev. Gruggett. It was indeed a special 
moment when all the delegates of the Western Classis 
extended Mr. Zartman their words of congratulations 
and encouragement. We praise God for His faithful-
ness and mercy shown to him. Next, the last parochial 
reports were read. 

The next item in the agenda was constitutional ques-
tions to the elders of our churches. After this, the Pres-
ident called the order of the day at 10:09 p.m. It was 
a long, long day; all the delegates were tired, but also 
grateful for another day of dealing with matters of the 
church. Elder Earl Van Houten led the body in prayer. 

On Thursday morning, President Gruggett called 
the meeting to order at 8:06 a.m. The report of the 
Membership and Financial Statistics was distributed 
by the Stated Clerk and was adopted. We also had the 
opportunity to hear the reports from Classis’ Frater-

nal Delegates. This time Rev. Baloy, Rev. Schlegel, and 
Rev. Merica were able to attend Classis Meetings of 
the Canadian Reformed Churches, OPC, and URC. 
There was also a time to listen to the addresses of fra-
ternal delegates. The President called for the order of 
the day at 9:30 a.m. 

For the morning devotion, Rev. Gruggett read 2 
Timothy 2:22-26 and proclaimed God’s Word under 
the theme “The Danger of Controversies.”  As the end-
ing of the Western Classis approached, the reports of 
Special Committees and Standing Committees were 
read to the body. The President led the body in the 
confession of our faith through the Apostles’ Creed 
and in the Lord’s Prayer. He then pronounced the 
benediction and body closed singing the Doxology. 
The 32nd Annual Session of the Western Classis 
ended at 3:20 p.m. 

Last, but not least, we would like to express our most 
sincere and hearty thanks to the ladies and brothers of 
First Reformed Church in Yuba City for their hospi-
tality and kindness in feeding us with delicious food. 
Thank you very much, and may our good covenant 
Lord continue to bless your congregation as you labor 
for His Kingdom on earth! 

Rev. Valentin Alpuche

Shafter, CA

hr
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Amos was called to proclaim God’s word about 
750 BC.  That was a time of prosperity for Is-

rael and Judah, but also a time of great wickedness.  
Both nations claimed to be God’s people, but they 
worshipped in their own way and paid no attention 
to God’s law about the treatment of their neighbor.  
Against that background, Amos received a series of 
four visions.  The first two announced catastrophic 
judgments, but Amos interceded.  God is very pa-
tient, even with a sinful people, and the prayers of 
His friends do a great deal to diminish or delay the 
punishment that arrives.  Then in the third vision, the 
Lord announced an unavoidable judgment.  Instead of 
a raging fire, there would be a plumb line to measure 
how the people deviated from uprightness followed by 
destruction of the places of idol worship and slavery 
for a people unworthy of freedom. 

The response to Amos demonstrated that judgment 
was needed.  If Amos’ prayer could prevent a 

plague of locusts and wildfire, how much would the 
nation’s repentance have changed things?  But Israel’s 
reaction, exemplified by Amaziah the priest, was to 
reject the Lord’s word.  That is what made judgment 

inevitable.  The same word of God that announces 
judgment also preaches the gospel: if we believe the 
promise of mercy and repent of our sins we will be 
saved through Christ.  But if we reject that word, what 
can we expect apart from condemnation?  When we 
refuse the remedy, we welcome vengeance.  Now this 
narrative of the confrontation between Amos and 
Amaziah shows a great contrast between them.  That 
contrast impels us to ask what governs our thinking, 
who is our supreme authority, and whose servants we 
are.  The critical factor for diagnosis, of course, is our 
response to the word of God.  The two speakers in the 
text give us our two points. 

1. Amaziah’s reaction to the word of the Lord.

 Amaziah the priest was apparently the most impor-
tant religious figure at Bethel.  You may recall that in 
the history of Israel, the kingdom was divided in two 
just after Solomon.  And the northern king estab-
lished sanctuaries for worship in two cities: Dan and 
Bethel.  His reason for doing that was the fear that 
if the people in his kingdom kept going to Jerusalem 
to present their offerings to the Lord, he would lose 

The Irresistible Word of the Lord
Amos 7:10-17

“10 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying,  
“Amos has conspired against you in the midst of the house of Israel. The land is not able to 
bear all his words. 11 For thus Amos has said: ‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword, And Israel 

shall surely be led away captive From their own land.’ ” 12 Then Amaziah said to Amos:  
“Go, you seer! Flee to the land of Judah. There eat bread, And there prophesy. 13 But never 

again prophesy at Bethel, For it is the king’s sanctuary, And it is the royal residence.”  
14 Then Amos answered, and said to Amaziah: “I was no prophet, Nor was I a son of a 

prophet, But I was a sheepbreeder And a tender of sycamore fruit. 15 Then the Lord took me  
as I followed the flock, And the Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’  

16 Now therefore, hear the word of the Lord: You say, ‘Do not prophesy against Israel,  
And do not spout against the house of Isaac.’ 17 “Therefore thus says the Lord:  

‘Your wife shall be a harlot in the city; Your sons and daughters shall fall by the sword;  
Your land shall be divided by survey line; You shall die in a defiled land; And Israel shall 

surely be led away captive From his own land.’ ” 

(Amos 7:10–17, NKJV)



18  | Reformed Herald  73 / 2

their loyalty and they would go over to supporting 
David’s descendants (1 Kings 12:25-33).  Without 
divine warrant, then, he established new sanctuaries 
and set up golden calves in them.  These were sup-
posedly centers of the Lord’s worship, but this clearly 
ignored God’s prohibition of idolatry and His choice 
of Jerusalem as the place of His particular dwelling.  
Thus they were not acceptable, and the prophets had 
protested the worship at those sanctuaries (1 Kings 
13:1-9; Hosea 3:15).

In the Ancient Near East it was not uncommon for 
priests to think they ought to control prophets ( Jer-
emiah 20:1-6; 29:25-28).  Part of the priest’s job was 
to tell the king about oracles, as we see here with Ama-
ziah.  This meant that the priest was one of the king’s 

functionaries.  Amaziah clearly considered himself 
in that light, as appears in his reproof of Amos.  He 
prohibited Amos from prophesying on the basis that 
Bethel was the king’s sanctuary and a temple or house 
of the kingdom.  What he said was somewhat ironic, 
because you’d imagine that a sanctuary belonged 
to the Lord.  But, perhaps without meaning to, this 
priest pronounced the truth: the Lord was not with 
them.  How ironic for that to be the case in the city of 
Bethel, which means ‘house of God.’ Naturally there 
were many religious practices there: festivals, sacri-
fices, and everything people expected from their reli-
gion.  But amidst all the religious activity, something 
critical was missing: they didn’t have God’s presence 
or blessing.  On the people’s side as well something 
was missing: faith in the promise and obedience to 
the Lord’s requirements.  This shows that it is very 

possible to have a religion and be very active in it, yet 
without actually drawing near to God.

That doesn’t just happen with openly pagan reli-
gions.  These people claimed to be worshipping 
the Lord, the God who had created the world and 
redeemed Israel from Egypt.  In their feasts they gave 
thanks to God for their wealth – without asking if 
wealth that came from oppressing the poor was more 
a matter for mourning than rejoicing. 

In our own day it is also possible to be religious in 
the very act of disobeying God.  Some give thanks 
to God while dishonoring Him with their behav-
ior.  Even religious leaders reject God’s word in the 
course of their pretended service to Him.  Religion is 

an empty bustle if Christ is not at its 
heart.  God had left His house, Bethel, 
because of the wickedness of the peo-
ple.  But then He returned, though 
not in their rituals, which was the way 
they expected.  Instead, God returned 
through the prophet and in the call to 
repentance.  This moment is very simi-
lar to what happened centuries later 
when Christ came to the temple and 
proclaimed Himself as the real pres-
ence of God, only to be rejected by the 
Jewish leaders.

 When our piety has that void of the 
living God revealed in Christ at its heart, 
something will inevitably take its place.  
What tries to fill in for the heavenly 
and divine?  Something this-worldly.  In 
Amaziah’s case, it was prestige and pros-

perity.  His loyalty was not to the God whom he sup-
posedly served, but to the king who had given him a 
position of authority and privilege.

That’s why he reported to the king that Amos had 
conspired against him.  Proclaiming God’s word is 
not a conspiracy, but Amaziah reports Amos’ words 
as though they were a call to violent revolt, instead of 
the announcing of God’s judgment.  It didn’t matter or 
didn’t register that this was a message from God.  He 
couldn’t see past the things of this world. 

 This led Amaziah to reject God’s word.  Instead 
of humbling himself over the exposure of Israel’s sin, 
he tried to drive the prophet away.  Instead of repent-
ing and seeking God’s mercy, he told the king that the 
land couldn’t bear Amos’ words.  His worldly world-
view left him hardened against God’s word.  He was a 

This text provides us with a solemn 
warning.  Resisting or rejecting 
God’s word doesn’t change the 
truth.  Opposing the Lord doesn’t 
hinder his plans, but it does 
guarantee our own destruction. 
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servant of the king, not of God.  So he tried to deport 
Amos, forbidding him to preach there and telling him 
to go to Judah, where he was from.  Amaziah told him 
to prophesy and eat bread there, likely suggesting that 
Amos’ only reason for prophesying was to make a liv-
ing.  He judged Amos by his own agenda.  It’s always 
that way: the world, even the religious world, doesn’t 
understand the person who really believes God’s word.  

Which brings us to the next point: 

2. Amos’ response to God’s word.  

Does it seem a bit odd that this confrontation 
between Amos and Amaziah appears right here, inter-
rupting the series of visions?  There are three visions, 
this episode, and then another vision of judgment.  It 
could be that Amaziah interrupted Amos while he 
was telling his visions.  In any case, from this arrange-
ment it’s clear that Amos wasn’t silenced by Amaziah. 

He didn’t take the worldly advice or become intimi-
dated by potential danger from the king.  He answered 
Amaziah’s words, but not as the priest expected.  
Amos started out by saying that he wasn’t a prophet 
nor a prophet’s son.  His work involved tending live-
stock and dressing sycamore figs.  He had an agricul-
tural career, and had not been brought up or trained 
to be a prophet.  He was just carrying on a normal life 
when God’s word reached him.  Amaziah told him to 
go and prophesy in Judah; but before that, God had 
told him to go and prophesy to Israel. 

This shows Amos’ character very vividly, and the 
enormous difference between him and Amaziah.  Even 
though Amaziah was a priest, he did not have a godly 
character.  For him even his religion and nominal ser-
vice to the Lord was just a way to get ahead in this 
world.  But Amos was just the opposite.  He left his 
agricultural work in answer to God’s call.  The way he 
looked at it was: The Lord God has spoken; who can but 
prophesy? (3:8).  The only thing that mattered to Amos 
was that he had heard God’s voice.  He would keep 
announcing God’s word no matter what indifference, 
lack of understanding, and resistance he encountered. 

So he carried on to do that.  Amaziah tried to silence 
him, but God gave him an individual word just for this 
ungodly priest – the announcement of dreadful ven-
geance.  God’s judgment would reach Amaziah’s loved 
ones, so that his wife would become a prostitute in the 
city, his children would be killed with swords, his land 
would be sold, and he himself would be taken away 
into captivity and die in an unclean land.  When the 

priest opposed God’s word, he didn’t manage to shut 
the prophet down, but heard clear details about the 
judgment coming for him. 

 This text provides us with a solemn warning.  
Resisting or rejecting God’s word doesn’t change the 
truth.  Opposing the Lord doesn’t hinder his plans, 
but it does guarantee our own destruction.  God is 
unimpressed by our position or accomplishments.  
Rather, He says: this is the one to whom I will look: he 
who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my 
word (Isaiah 66:2).  At the same time, we find comfort 
here.  The enemies of God’s word will not flourish for-
ever.  Christ’s coming to judgment is drawing nearer.  
We can confidently maintain everything that God has 
said.  Christ will uphold the honor of His word—the 
law as well as the gospel. 

Now this is a sobering portion of God’s word, and 
naturally we should not bypass the challenge to us.  
Is the Bible our supreme authority, or do we desire 
to confirm it in some other way?  It doesn’t matter if 
we use tradition, experience, or human learning; if 
we have to verify God’s word in order to believe it, 
that means that something else has taken the place 
of supreme authority.  A similar question that also 
arises from the passage is whether our supreme loyalty 
is to Christ, or to some other person or institution.  
We could also ask if we are like Amos.  How do we 
respond to God’s word?  Is it a living reality for us?  Or 
are we more like Amaziah, using even God’s worship 
for our own worldly advantage?  Do we call on Christ 
in order to be in God’s presence or so we can get ahead 
in this world? 

 Neither should we ignore a few words of comfort.  
Amos said that God told him to prophesy to my peo-
ple Israel.  After all their moral and religious corrup-
tion, God had not forgotten these people.  In spite of 
their apostasy, idolatry, violence, and deceit they were 
again given the opportunity to hear God’s word and 
respond in faith and repentance.  God was so commit-
ted to his people that He again offered mercy.  Just as 
later, Christ came to establish and announce the gos-
pel, and even now there is forgiveness for those who 
believe in Him.  

Mr. Ruben Zartman, Licentiate

Shafter, CA

hr
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While the name Dr. Hermann Friedrich Kohl-
brugge is not familiar to many present genera-

tion members of the Reformed Church in the United 
States, this 19th Century Dutch/German preacher 
had a great influence on the German Reformed folks 
who emigrated from Russia to the United States and 
formed a large part of what was formed as the Eureka 
Classis of the RCUS in 1911.  This Eureka Classis was 
later (1934) the only one of the 56 RCUS Classes that 
successfully refused to join the ecumenical merger that 
formed the liberal Evangelical and Reformed Church. 
This lone Eureka Classis then became the nucleus of 
our present-day Synod and four Classes of the con-
tinuing RCUS.

There were good reasons for Rev. Kohlbrugge’s 
popularity among German-Russian Reformed and 
Lutheran folks. Rev. Kohlbrugge stood strongly against 
the liberal theology (based on the idea that the Bible is 
only the word of man, not the word of God) that grew 
out of the so-called “Enlightenment Philosophy” that 
denied the existence of God and declared that “man is 
the measure of all things.” Thus man could set him-
self over the Bible to judge whether what it says is true 
or not.  In the case of liberal theology, the Bible was 
mostly not true. Further, Rev. Kohlbrugge was a strong 
predestinarian who loved the Heidelberg Catechism, 
even though he had some strange ideas about a large 
part of its teaching (this author has a copy of Kohl-
brugge’s commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism). 
In particular he rejected the idea that Christians 
could “more and more die unto sin, and lead holy and 
unblameable lives” (which is stated in Answer #70, and 
reflected in the whole third part of the Catechism). 
Finally, he was popular because many of his sermons 
were published in German books of sermons and were 
very useful for Elders who often led worship services 
and read printed sermons for that part of the service in 
Reformed Churches in Russia and later in the Dako-
tas and surrounding areas populated by Germans who 
had emigrated from Russia. 

Rev. Kohlbrugge had an interesting background 
which became the basis for his later defective theol-
ogy. He was born in Amsterdam in 1803 to a Ger-
man father. His parents belonged to a Lutheran 

Church, but because he was a bright young man he 
was allowed to study at the University of Utrecht, 
Netherlands, which was operated by the Reformed 
State Church in that country. As a student he was 
allowed to preach in Dutch Lutheran churches, but 
because he protested the preaching of other Lutheran 
preachers for being influenced not by the Bible, but 
by the so-called “Enlightenment Philosophy,” (that 
taught the “man is the measure of all things,”) he lost 
his permission to preach in Lutheran churches. This, 
by the way, is the same philosophy that has proven so 
devastating to the churches in the United States in 
the 20th Century and beyond.

Being then forbidden from preaching in Lutheran 
churches, Mr. Kohlbrugge applied to the Dutch 
Reformed Churches, but was rejected by them also 

RCUS HISTORY NOTES:
Hermann Friedrich Kohlbrugge

This portrait hangs in Utrecht, Netherlands,  
at the Museum Catharijneconvent
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for fear he would bring the same protests against their 
preachers. His first wife having died during this period 
he moved to Germany where he preached for a time 
but was then forbidden there by the Reformed Church 
as well, not only for his anti-Enlightenment views, but 
also because of an anti-Reformed quirk in his theol-
ogy. Kohlbrugge, through a peculiar exegesis of Rom. 
7:14, decided that a Christian is not spiritually differ-
ent from an unbeliever. He ignored what the rest of 
Scripture says about the fact that regeneration changes 
the heart, enabling a person to believe and become a 
Christian.  The Holy Spirit then enables him do good 
works, “which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10). This is also taught 
in the whole third part of the Heidelberg Catechism. 
Indeed, already in Answer 64 in the Heidelberg, we 
are taught and confess that “it is impossible that those 
who are ingrafted into Christ by true faith, should not 
bring forth fruits of thankfulness.”

It is important to note that Rev. Kohlbrugge’s pecu-
liarity in this regard is in line with Lutheran theol-
ogy, rather than that of the Reformed. While Martin 
Luther taught the depravity of mankind, particularly 
in his book, Bondage of the Will, and he also taught 
obedience to God in thanksgiving for salvation, Luther 
did not teach that salvation reached the fullest extent 
of a human’s existence.  He did not teach that salva-
tion works a full change in the heart at regeneration 
and thus Luther left the impression that Christians are 
depraved in the same way that they were when they 
were unbelievers. This, in turn, led to a practical anti-
nomianism among Lutheran church members, just as 
it did in the followers of Rev. Kohlbrugge (whom we 
may title “Neo-Kohlbruggians,” because Kohlbrugge 
himself was not directly anti-nomian).

At this point it is useful to mention that the Wiki-
pedia website has two articles on Kohlbrugge, one in 
German and the other in English, both of which are 
worth reading since neither is a copy or translation of 
the other. The German article states in so many words 
that Kohlbrugge’s theology was formed on the basis of 
Lutheran teaching, an important point to note. Kohl-
brugge’s commentary on the Heidelberg Catechism is 
very useful in understanding Kohlbrugge’s own per-
sonal theology. What becomes clear as one reads the 
writings of the Neo-Kohlbruggians, is that they take 
Kohlbrugge’s worst teachings to their logical, in this 
case antinomian, conclusions.

Kohlbrugge’s own teaching on the Ten Command-
ments, for example, is found very strongly in his 
commentary on Question and Answer #103 of the 
Heidelberg, which deals with the Fourth Command-
ment. Kohlbrugge takes a very strong sabbatarian view 

of this commandment, declaring that “The Sabbath has 
gone over to the first day of the week,” and that there-
fore keeping the Lord’s Day as a day of rest is just as 
important in the New Testament as it was to keep the 
Sabbath in the Old Testament. He concludes this sec-
tion by stating, “The Ten Commandments are not abro-
gated, but are given to teach us how to think and act.” 
And, “Anyone, therefore, who wishes to keep only nine 
of God’s holy Ten Commandments, earns for himself a 
powerful curse that is well-deserved.” In contrast to this 
stands Rev. Kohlbrugge’s commentary on Question and 
Answer #86, in the same book. In answer to “Why must 
we do good works,” Kohlbrugge answers in agreement 
with his view of the continuing depravity of the Chris-
tian, “doing good works means that we know that we 
cannot do good works.” With this answer Kohlbrugge 
contradicts the very next question and answer, #87, 
“Can they then not be saved, who do not turn to God 
from unthankful and impenitent life? “By no means...!”

In light of the above, it should not be surprising 
that the Kohlbruggian and non-Kohlbruggian mem-
bers of the Eureka Classis in 1970 voted unanimously 
together to depose a minister who claimed that the 
Fourth Commandment has been abrogated. This was 
held to be in violation of Question 115 in the Heidel-
berg which asks, “Why does God so strictly enjoin the 
Ten Commandments upon us, since no one in this life 
can keep them?” God does not require the keeping of 
eight or nine commandments, but of all Ten.

Now, the last phrase of this question #115 brings us 
back to Rev. Kohlbrugge’s Lutheran error, denying that 
Christians can do good works because they are just as 
depraved as unbelievers. The Catechism here states a 
very important truth, that man in this life always falls 
short of keeping God’s commandments perfectly. As 
we learn in Answer #62, “even our best works in this 
life are imperfect and defiled with sin.” A Christian 
is indeed a changed person, and does indeed do good 
works, which “God will reward in this life and that 
which is to come” (Answer #63). Nevertheless, these 
good works while truly good, are never perfect, as we 
just learned in #62 and therefore “they cannot be the 
whole or part of our righteousness before God” (Ques-
tion #62). This is also made clear especially in Ques-
tion and Answer #114. “Can those who are converted 
to God keep these commandments perfectly? No, but 
even the holiest men have only a small beginning of 
this obedience, nevertheless, with earnest purpose they 
begin to live, not only according to some but according 
to all the commandments of God.”

The very Reformed Heidelberg Catechism strikes a very 
biblical balance on this issue. The Christian by God’s 
grace is no longer a slave of sin, but is a servant of Jesus 
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Christ his Lord. He is not a stock and block or a robot 
(which is what Kohlbrugge makes him), but a person 
who truly believes and loves His Savior.  The Christian 
confesses Jesus as Lord and lives his life in obedience to 
God in accordance with the measure of grace given to 
him. In this life he is never perfectly sanctified, so that 
which is missing in his heart and obedience is fulfilled 
and perfected by Christ. He really does “more and more 

die unto sin and lead a holy an unblamable life,” a life 
which he clearly confesses comes not from himself but 
is worked in him by the Holy Spirit using God’s Word 
as His tool of sanctification.

Dr. Robert Grossmann - February 2017

Vero Beach, FL

hr

RCUS Home Missions UPDATE:
Christ Reformed Church, Casper, WY

We continue to grow and progress here in Casper.  
After bringing in a young couple this last Sat-

urday, our communicant membership stands at 19 
and our full baptized membership at 38.  Our average 
Sunday attendance is about that same number, gener-
ally in the high 30’s.  Our members continue to grow 
together and spend time with each other, and grow in 
their knowledge of the Word and commitment to the 
Christian life.  In the last year or so, several of the fam-
ilies have had difficult challenges in their lives, rang-
ing from health and career challenges to marriage and 
family conflict.  It is always painful to watch people 
suffer, but it’s been a joy to watch the Lord deepen the 
people’s trust in Him and understanding of what it 
means to be a disciple of Christ through these things.  
Such occasions always make me feel very inadequate 
as a pastor and very conscious of the absolute neces-
sity of God’s power in people’s lives and in the work 
of the ministry.

Our meeting space is adequate and our finances are 
sufficient.  We are thankful for the assistance of the 
Classis and Synod, and are ready to begin decreasing 
the support we receive.  The economy here in Casper 
has been very difficult for the last two years or so due 
to the collapse in oil prices (Casper is reliant on the 
oil and gas industry), but by most reports things are 
turning around.  Most of our people have a long term 
commitment to stay in the area, though of course you 
never know what the Lord will bring into our lives.

Andrea and I continue to reach out to the commu-
nity in various ways.  Andrea has a gathering of teenage 
girls, some of whom are from outside our church, each 
Friday night for a Bible study and fellowship.  I am 
teaching a confirmation class for some of our youth, 
which is also attended by one youth from outside of 
our church.  We have social contacts with a number 
of people outside the church.  We regularly find our-
selves with opportunities to talk about the Reformed 
faith with people outside our church, many of whom 
are unfamiliar with it.  We are not narrowly focused 
on what this will bring in terms of church membership 
or attendance, but are grateful for the opportunity to 
promote the gospel in the community here, knowing 
that the outcome of that is entirely in the Lord’s hands.

Please pray for additional leadership, for the Lord to 
raise up elders and deacons for our work here, and for 
continued wisdom for me as I seek to be faithful to the 
call of the ministry.

Yours in Christ,

Pastor Matthew Powell

Casper, WY

hr

[Editor: For a more detailed discussion than is possible here of the impact of Dr. Kohlbrugge on the RCUS and the lives 
of her church members, see “Chapter 5. The German-Russians and the Influence of Dr. H. F. Kohlbruegge” Norman 
C. Hoeflinger, in You Shall Be My People, Robert E. Grossmann and Norman C. Hoeflinger, eds. (Synod of the RCUS, 
1996) ALSO available digitally at http://www.rcus.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/rcus-ebooks.zip]
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Congo Economic Development Fund Update

“Give praise to God for what He has done”

Recently we have received some great news from 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)!  

The oil palm trees which were purchased months ago 
from your gifts to the Congo Economic Development 
Fund (CEDF) have finally been delivered and have 
been planted.  It was also reported that right after the 
trees were planted the rains came.  This was a very kind 
providence for the establishment of the trees.  It is our 
hope that for years to come these trees will supply a 
steady income for our brethren there.

We not only praise God for the palm trees, but also 
that the hostilities which caused the people to leave 
their homes in fear have abated. The people are now 
coming back and consider it safe enough to plant 
the trees.  Sadly, many of them had their possessions 
looted during the hostilities.  In some of the pictures 
you will see trees being transported on bicycles.  We do 
not know if they came the whole distance in that man-
ner, but bicycles are often used to transport goods such 
as charcoal for cooking in the cities.  In most cases the 
bicycle is loaded as heavily as it can be and then pushed 
to the destination.

We also give thanks for the hand powered sewing 
machines which were purchased with Congo Eco-

nomic Development Funds.  These machines 
were given to sisters in Christ who have success-
fully completed a sewing training course.  We 
pray they will be able to use them to increase the 
income for their families.

We also want to thank the children, young 
people, and adults of Grace Reformed Church in 
Rapid City, SD, for their fundraising to purchase 
chicken/egg projects for the people in the DRC.  
We expect to receive word on these projects soon.  
When we have information and pictures we will 
publish these as well.

Christ tells us in Matthew 25:40 that as we do 
these things we are doing it unto Him.  If you 
would like to contribute to any of these economic 
development projects, you can send the funds for 
the CEDF in care of the Consistory of Providence 
Reformed Church, 245 E. Vine Street, Lodi, CA  
95240.
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ChurchNews

The Rev. Paul Henderson baptized Willard Elijah Fickbohm on 
January 22, 2017 at Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD. Will is the 
second covenant child of Elder Matthew and Heather Fickbohm. 

We pray that these young covenant children will grow in the 
grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ.

ATTENTION 

RCUS Church Members

The Promotion of Charitable Giving Com-
mittee wants to encourage all members of 
the RCUS congregations to consider placing 
the RCUS Synod, specifically the Ministerial 
Relief Fund, in their wills.

This fund is in need of more money to sup-
port the numerous retired ministers and their 
wives, as well as minister’s widows. These 
numbers continue to rise as several RCUS 
ministers are approaching retirement.

This fund can be contributed to any time of 
the year by contacting your local consistories.

                                    Thanks in Christ, 
Elders Craig Mehlhaff, Jerry DeYoung, 

Jim Drewes, Warren Nuss


