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Editorial – “Faith at a Funeral”

Every funeral brings grief and sadness.  The Bible describes the communion 
of the saints as a relationship where we weep with those who weep.  Having 
attended several funerals since the last issue of this magazine, including those of 
two fellow ministers, I have been struck by what is similar and what is different 
between a pastor’s funeral and the funeral of any other church member.

What is similar, and often forgotten, is that a pastor has his own family from 
near and far, whom (oftentimes) most people have never met.  His family grieves, 
just as any family will grieve the loss of their loved one.  Another similarity is that 
a pastor is going to die.  His job does not excuse him from the reality of facing the 
curse of God upon sin: death in this world.  All his prayers to God, his preaching 
of the Lord Jesus, these are no guarantee that he will live a long life.  His status as 
a minister doesn’t promise him that he will die quickly and with little or no pain.  
The pastor is a human just like everyone else.  And God will call him home in the 
perfect way that fits His divine providence, just as He calls home any other of His 
sons and daughters.

But there is a difference when the funeral is for a pastor.  There is a unique sort 
of grieving that an entire congregation experiences.  Perhaps it is because the 
pastor is a shepherd who has represented to the congregation the Chief Shep-
herd, our Lord Jesus.  As people gather to show love for this earthly shepherd who 
is no longer with us, it is a little picture of the deep love they have for the Good 
Shepherd that this man had preached to them all these years.  They love that 
Chief Shepherd so much, for He has fed them and discipled them and encour-
aged them and corrected them through this dearly departed earthly shepherd.  
And now, how will they go on?  They have come to know who Jesus is through 
the voice and facial expressions and counsel of His ambassador, who has been 
pleading with them in Christ’s name.

The answer of course, is that earthly shepherds (pastors) come and go.  But 
our Chief Shepherd, the Good Shepherd, He is always with us.  He is able to keep 
that promise, being Almighty God.  He never leaves us nor forsakes us.  He lives in 
His Church by His Holy Spirit.  He bled and died for the Church.  He has provided 
for us faithfully through a faithful shepherd.  And He will not leave us now, but He 
will provide shepherds for all His flock in every congregation, in due time.

While it has been extremely painful to see faithful pastors taken from this life, 
we know that the Lord is the One Who took them, and He is also the One Who 
gave them to us.  So, as Job said, “Blessed be the name of the Lord!”  While at one 
of these recent pastor’s funerals, I found comfort in the Scripture on a decorative 
banner hanging in the sanctuary.  “We walk by faith, not by sight.”  This Scripture 
calls us to walk by faith.  However, we are not told to “walk by faith without sight.”  
Rather, we see the challenges ahead, and we walk forward through the valley 
anyway, by faith.  

How do we walk by faith at a funeral?  For families and friends, we see sad-
ness and an empty chair at the table, so we trust in the Lord’s promises that our 
loved one is with the Lord which is far better, and our Father who loved our dear 
family member so much must also love us with that same deep love.  He will 
take care of us and our future.  For congregations and the whole RCUS, we see 
an empty pulpit and a flock that needs tending.  So we pray for the Lord to raise 
up more laborers to send into the harvest, for there is a greater need than ever.  It 
has always been like this.  Paul planted, Apollo watered, but God is the One Who 
gives the increase.

Walking by faith in a God Who loves His Church through the generations, that 
is one of the hopes of every Christian.  So let us all walk by this faith, and praise 
God for the pastors, parents, and others that He has given us to point the way to 
this faithful Savior. 

 Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen

 Manitowoc, Wisconsin
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Heaven, and in particular I have in mind our heri-
tage in the New Heaven and the New Earth, is 

something Christians ought to meditate on. Not spec-
ulate about, but meditate on. While the Bible warns us 
not to speculate on “the secret things” that “belong to the 
Lord our God,” yet, “those things which are revealed be-
long to us and to our children forever…” (Deuteronomy 
29:29, NKJV) 

Heaven as a land of hope and glory is part of that rev-
elation. Admittedly, our Lord has not given us exhaus-
tive details about land. We aren’t provided a sort of 
travel agent’s brochure of the eternal city. In fact, Paul 
tells us that “eye has not seen, nor ear heard, nor have 
entered into the heart of man the things which God has 
prepared for those who love Him.” (1 Corinthians 2:9)

Still, our fathers in the Faith, those listed in the 
Book of Hebrews in Chapter 11, were characterized 
as a people who longed for a better, that is a heavenly 
country, a city with foundations, whose builder and 
maker is God. By faith they looked for that city – they 
desired it. By faith they viewed the heavenly country 
from afar and sought it all their lives long. 

They were looking for a better country because they 
had some idea of what that country was like. The angle 
by which they – and we – view that future land is the 
perspective of a faith informed by God’s revelation.

One passage that recently drew me to meditate on 
heaven is Malachi 4:2. “But for you who fear my name, 
the sun of righteousness shall arise with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” (ESV)

In the context, Malachi is speaking of the Day of the 
Lord, the day of final judgement. On that day, “the sun 
of righteousness will arise with healing in its wings.” Jesus 
Christ will come with the shout of the archangel and 
the clear trumpet blast will sound for all to hear. 

Those who fear God’s name will experience the 
sun-kissed renewal of the eternally Righteous One. 
He who comes to make his blessings flow far as the 
curse is found. And all our heartaches, all our fears, 
all our wounds and all our weariness will be gone. 
The blind will see, the deaf hear, the lame leap, all 
tears will be wiped from our eyes. No more death. 
Instead, we have healing! 

On that Day, we will enter into the joy of our Lord. 

The picture of this joyful freedom and deliverance 
pulses with vitality.

“You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” Any-
one who has raised cattle has seen this. When you let 
out a bunch of well-fed young calves that have been 
cooped up in a stall, it’s really quite comical to watch. 
They race around, kicking and bucking and pawing. 
They are the very definition of exuberant vitality. It’s 
a picture of pure joy and delight to be free and alive! 

There is so very much suffering in this world that is 
crying out for healing. I think of my father living daily 
with numerous pains. Of my father-in-law struggling 
with Parkinson’s disease. Of a woman whose nervous 
system is mangled from the effects of a medication 
meant to heal her. Of a cousin living with tortur-
ous pain that defies relief. Of those challenged with 
autism. Of a person who battles the relentless darkness 
of depression. Of the souls haunted by the memories 
and wounds of physical and sexual abuse. Of those 
grieving the loss of loved ones. Of those oppressed, 
persecuted, mocked, tortured, imprisoned in service to 
their Savior.

But our Jesus has redeemed us from the curse. He 
defeated the power of sin and death and hell. By His 
stripes we are healed. And we shall be changed!  

I have often tried to imagine what it will be like one 
day to be finally free from sin, and all the burdens and 
frustrations of living in this sinful world, and this sin-
laden body. And suddenly to be forever freed from 
that. What a relief! What a moment of sheer joy that 
will be, to be finally FREE! No more creaky joints and 
old bones and tired muscles. Disease, pain, arthritis, 
grief, depression, sin – HEALED!  To enjoy complete 
freedom from any evil thing. 

The Day is coming when I won’t have to imagine 
this. Without a doubt I shall run around like those 
freed calves! Jesus is coming quickly.

What a day of joy! What a much longed for day of 
joy that will be! Don’t you find your heart crying, “Even 
so, come, Lord Jesus!” 

December 31, 2016

Rev. James Sawtelle

Minneapolis, MN

Thoughts on Heaven  
as the year closes and new one begins
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Rev. George J. Syms was called home to eternal rest 
in the presence of His Savior on Wednesday, Decem-
ber 14, 2016, at the age of sixty-three.  Funeral services 
were held on Tuesday, December 20, 2016, at Trin-
ity Reformed Church in Sioux Falls, South Dakota, 
with burial the following day in Watertown, South 
Dakota.  Rev. Dr. Maynard Koerner officiated at the 
service while Rev. William Haddock preached from 
Psalm 103.  The sermon noted that we ought not to 
pity ourselves, but look to Him Who pities us, for He 
knows our frame.  As we mourn, we were instructed 
that this fact should console us: our beloved friend left 
this world professing Christ.

Expressions of sympathy and comfort were given 
by Rev. Dr. Frank Walker on behalf of Synod and 
on behalf of Western Classis, Rev. David Dawn on 
behalf of Northern Plains Classis, Rev. Travis Grass-
mid on behalf of South Central Classis, and Rev. Kyle 
Sorensen on behalf of Covenant East Classis. 

A representative from the Canadian Reformed 
Churches (Elder Jacob Kuik) also shared greetings.  
The Board of Heidelberg Theological Seminary also 
sent greetings, which were conveyed by Rev. Travis 
Grassmid.  The entire service was recorded and is 
available at https://www.facebook.com/rjklynsma/
videos/vb.692067907/10155459557932908/?type=
2&theater.  Many other ministers and elders from the 
RCUS and other churches were in attendance.  The 
obituary which was printed in the bulletin follows:

George John Syms was born on August 12, 1953, to 
George Syms and Nalalie Lipschutz Syms.  He was 
called to his eternal home on Wednesday, December 
14, 2016, at the age of sixty three.

Pastor George Syms was born in the borough 
of Ridley Park, Pennsylvania, which is a suburb of 
southwest Philadelphia.  The church of his childhood 
was the Presbyterian Church (PCUSA).  His family 
moved to New Jersey in 1959 and returned to PA in 
1965. His family relocated to Hollywood, Florida, in 
1968, and at that point he attended Faith Presbyterian 
Church (PCUSA). The pastor, the Rev. Mr. Lee S. 
Feero, was a thoroughly Reformed man and commit-
ted to the Word of God and the Westminster Confes-
sion of Faith.

In 1971 George graduated from high school, and 
in the fall of 1972 entered Miami-Dade Community 
College to begin training in broadcasting (Radio and 
TV).  Through the influence of a godly Sunday School 
teacher he began to do volunteer work at an evangeli-
cal radio station during the summer of ’72, in Miami, 
Florida (WMCU-FM). The station was an outreach of 
Miami Christian College, a Bible College that had been 
founded by fundamentalist Presbyterians in the 1940s.

Proximity and opportunity in God’s Providence 
found him enrolling for college there in the fall of 
1972.  He worked as an announcer/operator for the 

InMemoriam

In Loving Memory of 

Rev. George J. Syms
August 12, 1953 – December 14, 2016
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station during the years of 1972-1976. Though the 
college was not Reformed, it was here that he began 
to learn about the Reformed faith, and the PCUSA 
pastor was encouraging him along the way.

In the Summer of 1973 an opportunity arose 
for Summer Missions in Liberia, West Africa, and 
through the support of family and the congregation 
to which he belonged, he was able to travel to Mon-
rovia. He worked with radio station ELWA which 
had been founded by several Wheaton College men 
in the early 1950’s, one being a professor in the col-
lege.  He reflects on this as probably one of the most 
exciting summers of his whole life. The Liberians 
were a warm and accepting people and there are 
many aspects of their culture and history that are 
extremely interesting. George celebrated his twenti-
eth birthday that summer.

In January, 1974 George met his future bride, 
Debbie, at the college, and they began attending the 
Orthodox Presbyterian Church in Hialeah, FL, where 
the Rev. Mr. Roger Schmurr, a graduate of Westmin-
ster Seminary, was Pastor. George and Debbie were 
married in 1976 and immediately moved to Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia, as he intended to attend Westmin-
ster Seminary. He served as an intern at Faith Ortho-
dox Presbyterian Church in Pole Tavern, NJ, for the 
summer of 1976.

As providence would have it, he ended up attending 
the Theological Seminary of the Reformed Episcopal 
Church, in West Philadelphia, beginning in the Fall 
of 1977. This was the start of a rich period of study 
as well as fellowship of brethren that continues until 
this day. In those years he first met the Rev. Dr. Frank 
Walker, and his future wife Christine; the Rev. Mr. 
William Haddock, the Rev. Mr. Dennis Roe and his 
future wife Julie. His only contact with the RCUS 
prior to 1980 was in the late ‘70s on an occasion when 
he met the Rev. Mr. Paul Treick who was walking with 
student Randy Argall on the campus of Westminster 
Seminary. Mr. Syms was working at the time in the 
media department of WTS.

In the winter of 1980, while in the last semester at 
RES, Mr. Syms received a telephone call from the Rev. 
Mr. Herman Van Stedum, who then proceeded to 
examine him in the loci of theology. At the end of the 
conversation, he asked Mr. Syms if he would be inter-
ested in going to North Dakota for an interview and 
trial sermon as a candidate for the Peace and Kassel 
Reformed Charge (Upham/Lincoln Valley). He was 
interested, and the Revs. Paul Treick and Norman 
Hoeflinger visited the Syms’ in Philadelphia for some 
further interviewing on behalf of the Eureka Classis.

Mr. Syms took several flights from Philadelphia 
across the country to reach Minot, North Dakota. 
He was met by Rev. Van Stedum at the airport, and 
with the Van Stedum family traveled the 50 miles or 
so to Upham on snow-covered gravel roads. This was 
a first. Having lived basically as a suburbanite along 
the East Coast, the wide open spaces and gravel roads 
were an entirely new experience. The congregations 
called Mr. Syms, he accepted, and on December 23, 
1980, the Syms family arrived with their four-and-
a-half-month-old daughter Heather (8-7-80).  They 
were warmly welcomed by the congregation at the 
parsonage in Upham and on Sunday they met the Lin-
coln Valley congregation which was 80 miles south. 
Mr. Syms was licensed by the Eureka Classis at Her-
reid, SD, in April of 1981, was ordained at Upham in 
August of that year. Having completed the undergrad-
uate degree work in 1981 he also received a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Communications, and the Master 
of Divinity from Reformed Episcopal Seminary.  On 
March 22nd, 1983, their second daughter Hannah 
Ruth was born in Bismarck, ND.

In September 2011, Pastor Syms entered retirement 
due to health issues. The kindness and generosity of 
the congregation he was serving at the time, Grace 
Reformed Church in Mitchell, SD, was quite a bless-
ing. Other churches also were extremely kind in send-
ing funds to help with medical expenses due to several 
hospitalizations. The churches at Eureka, SD, Hope 
Reformed Sutton, NE, and Covenant Reformed, 
Watertown, SD, all sent substantial amounts to help 
with these bills.

As his physical strength improved Pastor Syms sup-
plied pulpits in MN, ND, NE, and SD. By January 4, 
2013, Pastor Syms was called by Covenant Reformed 
Church of Watertown, SD, officially coming out of 
retirement. A very welcoming congregation received 
Pastor Syms and his wife Debbie.  They were very 
happy for this opportunity to serve the church again.

While not a large congregation, the commitment 
to Christ and His church is very strong at Covenant 
Reformed. The loving fellowship among the people 
is an encouragement to all of us, and we pray for the 
God’s blessing on our efforts in proclaiming the Gos-
pel of Christ.

Rev. Syms served as pastor of Peace Reformed 
Church (RCUS), Upham and Kassel Reformed Church 
(RCUS), Lincoln Valley, North Dakota; Home Mis-
sionary at Sovereign Grace Reformed Church (RCUS), 
Hollywood, Florida; Minot Reformed Church 
(RCUS), Minot, North Dakota; Chalmers Memo-
rial ARP Church, Charlotte, North Carolina; Salem 
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Rev. Darrell Leslie Kingswood was called home to 
eternal rest in the presence of His Savior on Monday, 
January 16, 2017, at the age of fifty-three.  Funeral 
services were held on Thursday, January 26, 2017, at 
Hope Reformed Church in Sutton, Nebraska, with 
burial immediately following at the Sutton Cemetery.  
Rev. Lee Johnson officiated at the service while Rev. 
Scott Henry preached from Job 1:20-22, “The Lord 
Gives, The Lord Takes Away.”  The sermon delivered 
at the funeral is available at http://www.sermonau-
dio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=12717178225.  The 
sermon stressed the fact that nobody dies early, in 
God’s purposes.  So we must always be ready to die 
by repenting of our sin and placing faith in the Lord 
Jesus.  Many ministers and elders from across the 
RCUS and other churches were in attendance.  The 
large group of mourners from the community and 

Reformed Church (RCUS), Ashley, North Dakota and 
Hosmer Reformed Church (RCUS), Hosmer, South 
Dakota; Emmanuel Reformed Church (RCUS), Sut-
ton, Nebraska; Northland Reformed Church (RCUS), 
Kansas City, Missouri, Grace Reformed Church 
(RCUS), Mitchell, SD, and up to the time of his pass-
ing was pastor of Covenant Reformed Church (RCUS) 
in Watertown, SD.

He was preceded in death by his Father and Mother.  
He is survived by his wife Deborah L. Waldrop Syms, 
daughters,  Heather Elizabeth Wenske (spouse Jeff ) 
of Gary, SD, and Hannah Syms  (and fiancée Steve 
Anderson) of Hastings, NE, and four granddaugh-
ters Morgan M. Syms, Cheyenne E. Wenske, Joslyn 
R. Wenske and Jordis T. Wenske, siblings Barbara 
A. Campbell (spouse Jeff ) Florahome, FL, Steven 
E. Syms (spouse Sheri) Cooper City, FL, Bonnie J. 
Uphues (spouse Tom) Port St. Lucie, FL, David A. 
Syms Titusville, FL, and William H. Syms Cocoa, FL.

….
Mrs. Debbie Syms also submitted this for readers 

of the Reformed Herald:  “ The family of George 
J. Syms wants to thank everyone who sent cards, 
letters, words of encouragement and condolence, 
food, flowers, memorial gifts to Heidelberg Theo-
logical Seminary and Covenant Reformed Church 
as well as personally to Debbie.  Thank you also 
to those who are sending daily words of comfort 
from God’s Word via text messages, cards, emails, 
Facebook messages and phone calls.  I thank God 
for my brothers and sisters throughout the world 
who have been in touch with me sharing in our grief 
and sorrow and also sharing in the joy that comes 
from being a member of God’s covenant family.  So 
many verses come to mind but one that has been 
simple yet true:  Isaiah 51:12 “I, even I, am He who 
comforts you.”” hr

InMemoriam

In Loving Memory of  
Rev. Darrell Leslie Kingswood

September 16, 1963 - January 16, 2017 
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congregation which gathered around the family were 
consoled by the Lord through a solid hour of excellent 
hymn accompaniment leading up to the funeral ser-
vice, played by Mr. David Kauk.  The obituary which 
was printed in the bulletin follows:

Darrell was born to Gayle and Darlene Kingswood 
on September 16, 1963, in Thunder Bay, Ontario, 
Canada (‘The true north, strong and free...’).  He lived 
the majority of his early years in Saskatoon, Saskatch-
ewan, and Vancouver, British Columbia, within a 
pagan/hedonistic life and worldview. In the month of 
June (1984) God sovereignly arrested, apprehended, 
and regenerated him, graciously calling him out of 
darkness into His marvelous light (SDG – “Free, at 
last. Free, at last”).

In the month of August (1987) Darrell had the priv-
ilege of entering into the covenant of marriage with 
Lori Cormier. Their union has been blessed with three 
covenant children: Jonathan Edward (1992); Joshua 
Chamberlain (1996); and Aubrey Michelle (2006).

During the earlier part of 1988 Darrell sensed that 
the Lord was calling him to be a minister of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and in the Fall of that year began his stud-
ies at the Northwest Baptist Theological College and 

Seminary. Over the next six years he earned degrees 
from the aforementioned school as well as the ‘Associ-
ated Canadian Theological Schools’ of Trinity West-
ern University (ACTS/TWU).

After graduation (as class Valedictorian/Delta 
Epsilon Chi) he served as the first pastor (1993-97) 
of a group of individuals who had left the Christian 
Reformed Church (CRC) as concerned members. 
During this period the group was organized as a church 
within the Orthodox Christian Reformed Church 
(OCRC – Abbotsford, British Columbia, Canada).

During the summer of 1997 he was called by the 
Eureka Reformed Church (RCUS) of Eureka, South 
Dakota, and began his ministerial service to this 
church in September of that year. After eight months 
under the watchful eye and diligent care of Rev. Wil-
liam Haddock, Darrell was ordained as a minister of 
the Word and Sacrament on March 18, 1998.

During the early part of 2001 he accepted a call 
from Hope Reformed Church (RCUS) of Sutton, 
Nebraska, where he faithfully served the congrega-
tion until the Lord called him home!  Darrell will be 
remembered and missed by all those who knew and 
loved him. hr

Hope Reformed Church, Pierre, SD  
(see front cover photo)

On February 5, 2017, Rev. Paul Henderson was installed 
as our new pastor.  The Charge to the congregation was 
delivered by Rev. David Fagrey from Romans 15:30-32, 
“What to pray for your pastor.”  The charge to the pastor was 
delivered by Rev. James Grossmann from Titus 2, “Christ’s 
Servant for His Special People.”  The following note was 
put in the bulletin by Rev. Henderson for the service:  It is 
our privilege to welcome the Rev. David Fagrey and his wife 
Bonnie, and their family to Hope this evening! 

Rev. Fagrey and family have served faithfully these past 
many years at Grace Reformed Church, Rapid City, South 
Dakota. He is also presently, the Clerk of the R.C.U.S. 
Synod!  Please note that you may listen to and ‘virtually 
attend’ the Sunday worship service & evening Bible study 
of Grace each Lord’s Day … via live streaming!  Our 
friendship goes back some 31 years ago when providentially 
we both walked into Ebenezer Reformed Church (Shafter, 
CA) for the first time on the same Sunday! The Lord sure 
do work in mysterious ways!

We are also truly blessed to have Rev. James Grossmann 
here with us this evening, as he had short notice, & was called 

upon to bring the charge to your Pastor.  Rev. Grossmann is 
faithfully serving the saints at Eureka Reformed Church; He 
is also currently the Clerk of the Northern Plains Classis!

Moreover, it is another show of God’s remarkable 
providence, that after 54 years of being here as an 
established work of Jesus Christ, that the son of Hope’s 
first pastor, Rev. Robert Grossmann, is here this evening to 
bring God’s word to bear upon your new pastor & to see 
him duly installed!  Isn’t God so, so good to us!!!

We thank all of these men and their wives, and 
families for their many years of service unto the Lord 
and His people. 

We also express our heartfelt gratitude for all who 
serve our Lord faithfully each and every day of their lives 
as they go about their callings, seeking to walk in paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake!  Together we are the 
Lord’s body, and together may He be pleased to win many 
men, women, and children to Jesus Christ through our 
labors in His name! (HC #124, Psalm 103:20, 21) hr
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Welcome to Pilgrim Talk radio. I’m Rev. Lee 
Johnson and with me today, sadly, it’s still Rev. 

Darrell Kingswood and Rev. Scott Henry. How are 
you guys?

Scott: Good.

Darrell: Well, I’m fine. Thanks for asking.

Lee: Well, you’re welcome.

Darrell: It’s very nice.

Scott: I thought it was.

Lee: We are still going through the catechism, still 
going through the Apostles’ Creed, 

Heidelberg Catechism, we are on question 57. It is 
about the phrase in the Apostles’ Creed, “the resurrec-
tion of the body.” The question is: “What comfort does 
the resurrection of the body afford you?  That not only 
my soul after this life shall be immediately taken up to 
Christ, it’s Head, but also that this, my body, raised by 
the power of Christ, shall be reunited with my soul 
and made like unto the glorious body of Christ.”

The resurrection of the body is not something you hear 
discussed a lot in church. You do hear people talking 
about going to heaven after they die but you don’t hear 
a lot about the resurrection of the body. What do you 
think it is that we are missing? Why is it that this ulti-
mate resurrection of our body is so neglected in our 
churches today?

Scott: Maybe because there is an over-emphasis on 
other parts of Christian doctrine. I’ve heard the same 
thing talked about the glorification. I think that if 
you have a habit of not going through the Scriptures 
systematically, you are apt to cover just certain par-
ticular doctrines that you like and you avoid other 
ones. And I think that’s the genius of the Reforma-
tion, specifically John Calvin’s preaching and teach-
ing is that he preached systematically, expositionally, 
and sequentially. So he started in a book of the Bible 
and made his way through and then you cover all the 
different doctrines.  Because, you know, the bodily 
resurrection is going to be mentioned, you’re going 
to find in 2 Corinthians 5, you’re going to find it 
in Philippians 1. Jesus speaks about there is going 
to come a  resurrection at the last day. John 14, he 
will not leave us as orphans, He will come again and 

The Resurrection of The Body
Pilgrim Talk, March 22, 2014

Transcribed by permission from www.sermonaudio.com/stjohnsrcus
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receive us unto Himself. So I think that it’s just sim-
ply a failure to preach and to teach the whole coun-
sel of God which leaves Christians anemic. We don’t 
have the full strength of the Scriptures as we ought 
as believers because it’s not taught.

Darrell: This resurrection of our bodies that we believe 
in, what is the assurance of that?

Scott: Christ’s resurrection.

Darrell: Christ’s resurrection.  So we always have to 
go back to His work of redemption and if you go back 
in the catechism, it has dealt earlier with the benefits 
that we receive  from the resurrection of Christ. And 
the benefit of Christ’s resurrection is, of course, our 
salvation from beginning to end, our justification, 
our sanctification, our glorification, the assurance of 
that. Recently I’ve just been preaching on how Christ 
shared in our humanity and drawing attention to the 
Belgic Confession that emphasizes that Christ assumed 
a true human nature, and when we think about that, 
okay, Lee, so I’ll ask you the question: if I say to you 
Christ assumed a true human nature, what do you 
think of? Do you think of the body?

Lee: Yeah.

Darrell: You do?

Lee: I do.

Darrell: Well, that’s because he’s a pastor so he thinks 
about those things. Then I’ll turn to Scott, seeing 
that you’re such a smarty-pants today, Lee. Do you 
think that the average person in the pew when you 
talk about human nature and the true human nature, 
thinks about the body?

Scott: Not too much.

Darrell: Not too much and yet theBelgic Confession 
when it talks about the Incarnation of Jesus Christ...

Scott: Do you know why I say that?

Darrell: Why is that?

Scott: Because of all the Christological heresies that 
have come up dealing with that, that Christ was not 
of true humanity, did not have a real body, He was a 
phantom, the Gnostic heresy.

Darrell: Right. And that is all manifestation with John 
in 1 John 4, he tells us that’s a spirit of Antichrist.

Scott: Yeah, the Docetic heresy.

Darrell: Yeah, Jesus Christ did not come in the flesh, 
was not manifested in the flesh; that He did not have 
a literal, physical human body. And the Belgic Confes-
sion in Article 19 dealing with the Incarnation of Jesus 
Christ talks about the truth that it’s human nature as 
to the body, right? But not only assuming a human 
nature as to the body but also a true human soul that 
He might be a real man. And so we see in the philoso-
phies of man the denigration of the physical, whether 
it’s a platonic, that would be Plato’s approach...

Scott: The “prison house of the soul.”

Darrell: Right, Plato’s doctrine that our body is the 
“prison house of the soul” and really some people 
think that the Christian hope is to just, you know, be 
done with these bodies and yet that’s not the Chris-
tian hope. Paul in Romans 8 talks about how we are 
eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of 
our body for we were saved in this hope, the redemp-
tion of our bodies. Again, back to the Belgic Confes-
sion, He assumed “human nature as to the body but 
also a true human soul that He might be a real man.  
For since the soul was lost as well as the body, it was 
necessary that He should take both upon Him, to save 
both.” So we are saved in this hope, the redemption of 
our body; this hope that we will be clothed with these 
glorified, spiritual, physical bodies, right? 

So we talk about, we have to talk about, if we talk 
about our belief in the resurrection of our bodies, it 
always has to go back to Christ’s work of redemption 
and His resurrection and how important it is that we 
affirm that it was a literal, physical, bodily resurrection 
because that’s also denied, isn’t it? And liberal theol-
ogy will deny that so that there is kind of this wacky 
spiritualizing of everything and we just don’t see how 
important God’s creation of us in His image is in 
terms of body and soul because Adam was shaped out 
of the dust of the ground and then life was breathed 
into him, and so you have body and soul as the cat-
echism says.

Lee: It says over and over, the catechism uses the 
phrase “body and soul.” Body and soul.

Darrell: All that is necessary for body and soul. All 
that God promises us. All that we are to ask for. 
Sometimes reverses the order, soul and body.

Lee: Just once, actually. I only think it’s one time but 
it does.

Darrell: Yeah, it does and it is so significant.
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Scott: I think that’s also to combat the catechism 
speaking of body and soul continually is to combat the 
Monophysite heresy of the tripartite...

Lee: Why don’t you define Monophysite for the rest 
of us?

Scott: “Monophusos,” you know, being the nature, 
regarding to the nature, and there was a teaching going 
around that said that man is tripartite, that he has a 
body, soul and a spirit, and so there are three parts to 
man. But if you look and read the Scriptures, you find 
out there are more than three parts because there is 
the bowels of affection, the heart, the mind, and these 

are just mere expressions in Scripture that are deal-
ing with the inner man/outer man and within inner 
man, within his soul. I mean, there are some distinc-
tions: you have the emotions; you have the intellect; 
you have the will. But, you know, the Scripture, Paul 
says that you have an inner man and an outer man and 
the inner man is being renewed day by day, the outer 
man is perishing. And when you start chopping that 
up into those little fine distinctions, “Well, this is this 
over here and this is my soul and...” you’ve departed 
from biblical theology because man is body and soul. 

And as you were saying about the resurrection, what 
can you say but that Christians are not faithful to sys-
tematically read through the Scriptures.  Because if we 
were, this wouldn’t be an issue.  Because Jesus said or 
Paul mentions both in Romans 6 that if we died with 
Him, we shall also be raised with Him. So the Bible 
teaches about the resurrection of the body, it teaches 
about Christ’s resurrection. We see that demonstrated 
in Scripture that Christ rose from the dead and Paul 

links our resurrection with His resurrection. So if He 
rose and we died with Him, we will rise too.

Darrell: Right, and if He didn’t, and if there is no res-
urrection like in 1 Corinthians 15, we are of all men 
the most pitied.

Scott: ...the most pitiable. Why? Because that’s what 
Paul says in that 1 Corinthians 15 passage, he says 
this mortal must put on immortality; the corruptible 
must put on incorruption, that death will be swal-
lowed up in life. And he says it’s not that we desire to 
be unclothed which Peter then relates to putting off 
the tent of this body, but further clothed, glorified.

Darrell: Right. And Scott is now refer-
ring to 2 Corinthians 5 where Paul 
addresses these things.

Scott: Right. Paul and Peter. Peter men-
tions that.

Darrell: Paul in 2 Corinthians 5. In that 
it is God who has prepared us for this 
very thing in giving us His Spirit is the 
guarantee.

Scott: Right. And as the Apostle Paul 
said, “To be absent from the body is to be 
present with the Lord.” We put off this 
tent and Paul said also in Philippians 1 
the same thing, “It is far better to be absent 
from this body and present with the Lord.” 
But also I think what’s overlooked is that 

every person who ever lived from Adam to the last 
person who will ever be born in this world, will rise 
from the dead. Some to immortality and life, some to 
immortality and death.

Darrell: Right, so the resurrection of the just and the 
unjust.

Scott: And Jesus speaks of that also in Matthew 25. 
The Belgic Confession speaks to that in Article 37.  
Everybody is going to live forever.  The question is 
where will you live. Will you be one who is trust-
ing in Christ as your righteousness to stand before 
the true and living God? He is your all-in-all. He is 
your acceptance into heaven. He is your Rock, your 
Refuge. He is your Fortress, your Hiding Place, your 
Deliverer. He is the one who is your propitiation. He 
expiates your sin. Or will you stand in your own self-
righteousness, in your emptiness, your vanity, which 
Isaiah says is like filthy rags. But make no mistake: we 
will all be raised from the dead and then we will all 

 “Some people think that the 
Christian hope is to be done with 
these bodies and yet that’s not the 
Christian hope. . . So we are saved 
in this hope, the redemption of 
our body; this hope that we will 
be clothed with these glorified, 
spiritual, physical bodies, right?”
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appear before the Son of Man. And isn’t it interesting 
the Belgic Confession speaks in this way, that all of the 
hypocrisy and the hidden things of man’s heart will 
then be revealed to all. Every idle word that a man has 
spoken, he will give an account of on the Day of Judg-
ment. So the Bible speaks everywhere of the resurrec-
tion of the dead.

Lee: And I think that we’re going to take a quick break 
on that and we’ll come back and talk more about this 
in a minute.

Lee: Welcome back to Pilgrim Talk radio. I’m Rev. Lee 
Johnson. With me is our Fat Albert of the group, Dar-
rell Kingswood...

Scott: Fat Albert of Theology.

Lee: Oo, the Fat Albert of Theology and his buddy, 
Mush Mouth, Rev. Scott Henry.

Darrell: Now everybody knows. If anybody is won-
dering why as soon as the broadcast begins or I come 
back from a break and it seems like Lee is laughing, it 
is because that’s all that’s going on.

Lee: That’s mostly what we do.

Darrell: Before the break, what were we talking about? 

Lee: We were talking about the part of the Apostles’ 
Creed that says we believe in the resurrection of the 
body.  This is in the Apostles’ Creed, which means that 
it’s a fundamentally impor-
tant thing. And I believe I 
was going to ask you guys 
about something that Scott 
sort of touched on and that 
you touched on and that’s 
the overspiritualizing of 
Christianity today and this 
is probably one of the rea-
sons that we neglect such 
things as the physical resur-
rection of our bodies.  Ulti-
mately today, in almost any 
Christian pulpit you listen 
to, the body is a bad thing. I 
can remember growing up where drinking and smok-
ing and all these things were sinful, beards were a sign 
that people were... I’m just saying, I grew up that way.

Scott: And obviously you got over that....

Darrell: So we are talking about how the over-spiri-
tualization and then just the inherent  wickedness of 

the physical is a common view in the modern church.

Lee: Yes, and how that is not what the Bible teaches.  
If I am somebody who comes to you for counseling 
and I say, “Hey, I think all physical things are wicked. 
I think beards are wicked. I think that evil is about 
bodily things.” Where are you going to go? Where are 
you going to teach me from the Scriptures? Go.

Darrell: In terms of the flesh or the body, the physical 
creation?

Lee: Yeah. What if I come to you and I say...

Darrell: I would go to creation.

Scott: Everything God made was good.

Darrell: Yeah, it was good and then, after the creation 
of man, very good.

Scott: Then you go to 1 John because you see that God 
came in the flesh, in a body, and if you say that He 
didn’t, you are a heretic.

Darrell: That’s where I went to at the beginning of the 
broadcast where we have to go to the resurrection of 
our bodies cannot be separated from the resurrection 
of Christ’s body in terms of the sanctity just of the 
physical as seen in the Incarnation of Christ and the 
necessity that Christ would redeem us. So here I have 
Hebrews opened to Hebrews 2 where it says, “Inas-
much then as the children have partaken of flesh and 

blood, He,” this is Christ, the Messiah, “He Himself 
likewise shared in the same to redeem body and soul.” 
So, yeah, if somebody came I would say, you know, 
first of all, if you think beards are evil, it’s probably 
because you don’t like the Boston Red Sox and you’ve 
got other issues there, right? 

Lee: Oh, come on!

“If we really want to know what it means 
to be human, let’s consider Jesus and 
let’s listen to what is revealed to us in the 
Gospels about Him.  We find that He is a true 
and righteous man.”
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Darrell: But you’ve got to fear the beard. Then you 
would see how the influences of certain philosophi-
cal ideas where it’s just the physical or certain reading 
of the Scriptures where you see how sin is identified 
with this mortal flesh.  But the flesh is a good thing 
that has become a bad thing because it’s a ruling thing. 
But physically it was good. It was very good. Body and 
soul. And referring to the Belgic Confession, Christ 
took upon Himself in terms of human nature, to be 
a real man, a body and soul. So you have the physical 
and then you have those aspects of our humanity, our 
nature, that transcend physical explanation. As Scott 
alluded to, he mentioned intellectual nature, the mind 
or the emotion, the heart, the affections, the volitional, 
and you can’t separate those things within us, can 
you? All working and interacting. Now, we try to do 
things like that. There are even people who not only 
would deny the body or the essential sanctity of the 
human body but then also things like emotions. You 
have Christians who deny a lot of times emotions. You 
know, Christianity has nothing to do with the emo-
tions, it’s just the choices we make. I remember as a 
young Christian, an early Christian, being told that I 
just had to make these just cold choices to do things, 
you know.  I kept thinking, when I got redeemed, do 
you become less human? Because I was human before 
when I was unregenerate and I did things because I 
wanted to do things and I did things with passion 
and I did things with desire and I did things because I 
wanted to do them.

Scott: The same thing you do now.

Darrell: Exactly. But you have that so not only in 
Christian circles do you have this denigrating of the 
physical, there are other aspects even of the soul and 
the non-material essence of who we are or human 
nature. There are people today who deny.  Flip it over 
and they will deny the role of the mind or the intel-
lect in the Christian faith.  It’s just the emotion and 
you just work yourself up to be a ball of emotion and 
that’s the Holy Spirit, isn’t it? It defies explanation. 
It bypasses the mind. That’s how God works, right, 
Scott, He bypasses the mind and just stirs up our 
hearts.

Scott: Well, not according to Isaiah when he says, 
“Come, let us reason together.”

Darrell: What? You see? There he goes, trying to 
throw a monkeywrench into my fun, right? But we 
have those extremes and so that’s where Scott is say-
ing how important the faithful systematic exposition 
of the entirety of the word of God, the whole counsel, 
so that people have, it’s kind of a psychological term, 
but a truly balanced understanding of the world that 
God has created.  Who we are and how He has cre-
ated us, so that we don’t try to, you know, deny essen-
tial parts of our humanity. And you see and right now 
I’m going through a series of sermons looking at how 
Christ shared in our humanity and just looking, just 
kind of having a Bible study and listening to the Scrip-
tures teach us about the fact that Christ had emotions 
and affections and he had sometimes some, what you 
might call, negative ones. He got angry, didn’t he?

Scott: He made a whip of cords. But He didn’t sin.

Darrell: Yeah, and we are even told to be angry, right? 
But without sin. To be good and angry, you might say, 
and that’s righteous indignation. But you see those 
things in Christ and as I’ve been saying in the preach-
ing is if we really want to know what it means to be 
human, let’s consider Jesus and let’s listen to what is 
revealed to us in the Gospels about Him and we find 
that He is a true and righteous man. He was fully 
human yet without sin. He truly did, as it said, “inas-
much then as the children have partaken of flesh and 
blood, He himself likewise shared in the same, yet without 
sin.” He grew physically. He learned obedience.

Scott: He grew in wisdom and knowledge.

Darrell: Right, and he learned obedience, how?

Scott: By his suffering.

Darrell: By his suffering.  You find that, if somebody is 
wanting, they might be thinking, “You know, Scott is 
making that up.” You know, Scott makes things up, but 
not when he’s talking about biblical stuff. He tries to 
but we catch him. Hebrews 5, it talks about “though He 
was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which 
He suffered.” So that’s what Scott is referring to.   We 
have to see that our whole understanding of ourselves, 
the whole understanding of our identity, understand-
ing of our redemption can’t be understood apart from 
Christ and there is the glory of how God has spoken 
in time past in various ways but has now spoken in 
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His Son. So we look at Scripture and listen to Scrip-
ture and we see He had an intellect. Christ was a really 
wise teacher and He had insight at times and under-
standing and common sense. Sometimes things like 
He’d see the crowd was going to crush Him...

Scott: ...get in the boat.

Darrell: …“Hey, get that boat! Let’s get out to sea!” 
That’s just common sense. That’s, man, that’s human.

Scott: And when He got in the boat it served as an 
amplification of his voice, throwing it out onto the 
water up onto the shore. It’s like a megaphone.

Darrell: Right. All different, those manifestations, if 
we would just read the Scriptures carefully. Scott and 
I were talking on the phone the other day and he was 
talking about how we just don’t read the Scriptures to 
get the Scriptures read but we want to meditate upon 
them and that’s what he was alluding to and then I 
kind of nodded off.  You were emptying your mind. 
It was monologue. Evil villain again. Just monologue.

Lee: Kind of like what you’re doing now, Darrell?

Darrell: Yeah, and then Scott got his cape caught in 
the fan and that’s when I could get a word in there. 
But that’s the kind of thing, not emptying the mind 
but meditating upon Scripture; the mind mulling 
that over, chewing that over, drawing out the truth 
and sometimes just simple things like Jesus was born 
as a baby. Just think about that and Mary held in her 
hands her little boy.

Scott: Yeah, and at the same time, upholding the uni-
verse by His divine nature.

Darrell: And now Scott just blew my mind. Isn’t that 
something? And I always say this as a pastor.  When we 
talk about these things, I’ll stop and I’ll say, “Don’t you 
want to worship? Don’t you want to worship?” Because 
this is what this is all about, to worship the true and 
living God, and when we start to think and talk about 
these profound mysteries that have been revealed to us, 
the reality of who God is, He has revealed himself in 
His Son as you’ve just said, here He is a little baby, fully 
man and yet at the same time fully God. Holding the 
universe. Don’t you want to worship?

Scott: As Martin Luther would say, that’s the highest 

expression of worship is the preaching of God’s Word.

Darrell: Exactly so we can sing  “At this moment...” and 
that’s back to you.

Lee: And… that means it’s time to quit.

Darrell: No, you’ve still got a minute to reflect upon 
that.

Lee: Well, no, I don’t want to reflect.

Darrell: Okay, then I’ll monologue a bit more. As we 
come, you know, we are coming to the end of these 
programs on the radio...

Lee: …because next week is our last...

Darrell: …emphasizing in Hebrews, looking unto 
Jesus, fixing your eyes on Jesus, consider Jesus, with all 
of these things, even as we discussed here, the resur-
rection of our bodies, we’ve got to think about it in 
the context of the resurrection of Christ and His body 
and just how important it was that He showed the 
proof. Thomas, you know, “Unless I put my finger...” 
Jesus comes and He says, “Hey, all right, Thomas...”

Lee: Put your money where your mouth is.

Darrell: Yeah. “Here, do it.” And it comes back to what 
I was just saying, then he worships, “My Lord and 
my God.” And that’s what this is all about, discussing 
these things. It’s just not theology for the sake of the-
ology, this is about doxology, worship. So that leaves 
Scott with no time to say anything. 

Lee: Sorry, Scott. 

Darrell: But I’m sure he’ll have something to say next 
week. 

Lee: Let’s hope so.

Darrell: I’m sure he’s got something to say as soon as 
these mics go off.

Lee: All right, well, join us next week, 660 KCRO.

Darrell: I’m just hoping to get my own show.
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The wives of the Reformers are an interesting study. 
They receive greatness from their husbands and impart 
gentleness and beauty in return. What would Luther 
have been without his Katie? And Zwingli’s wife is a 
helpmeet to him. The women of the Reformed Church 
have been an important element in her history. Just 
as Deborah and Esther, with the Mary’s of the New 
Testament, aided in making up Bible history, so the 
women of the Reformed Church have helped to make 
her history great.

The first, and in some respects the most interesting 
of them, was the wife of the founder of our Church, 
Ulrich Zwingli. Her name was Anna Reinhard. She 
had not been a nun like Catharine von Bora, Luther’s 
wife. She was a pious widow when he married her. And 
there is an element of romance about their courtship 
which Luther’s life does not have.

Not far from Zwingli’s parsonage in Zurich was 
a house called the Hoefli. In it lived the widow of 
John Meyer, of Knonau. She was born about 1487, 
although the date of her birth is uncertain. Of her 
youth we know nothing except that she was beau-

tiful. Her hand was sought by a young companion, 
John Meyer von Knonau. But it happened that his 
father had chosen another bride for his son. The 
Knonau were among the oldest and most promi-
nent noble families in Zurich, and John’s father was 
proud of his family and position. He desired his son 
to occupy the same position in the aristocracy as he. 
So he sent him to the court of the bishop of Con-
stance, his cousin, to be properly educated. And he 
chose as a bride for his son a lady of Thurgau, who 
belonged to a noble Austrian family. But his son was 
of a different mind. With true Swiss independence 
he preferred a Swiss girl to a foreign noblewoman. 
He had not forgotten the beautiful Anna Reinhard, 
the daughter of the landlord of the Roessli, and they 
were secretly married in 1504 at a village chapel in 
the canton of Zurich. When the father heard of this, 
he became terribly angry. He forbade his son the 
house and disinherited him, leaving his fortune to 
his second wife, rather than to his son’s family. Anna’s 
husband was now cast on his own resources. He was 
elected to the city council in 1511 against his father’s 
efforts, and then became ensign in the Swiss army, 
going with them to Italy in the wars against France. 
But after several campaigns he returned in broken 
health and died in 1517, leaving Anna a widow with 
three children, a son and two daughters.

Now it is her little boy Gerold around whom the 
romance of Zwingli’s marriage seems to gather. He 
must have been a very beautiful and attractive boy, for 
his grandfather happened to be with some of the city 
councilors in a room that overlooked the fish market 
one day, watching the people going to and fro. A maid 
came along with a little three-year-old boy and left him 
sitting at the stall while she paid for her fish. The old 
man noticed that the boy was attracting the attention 
of the passers-by by his beauty and pretty manners. He 
asked his companions whose child the boy was, and 
was surprised to be told that it was the son of his son. 
He ordered the child to be brought to him and took 
him in his arms. The child, unabashed, played with his 
beard and looked him in the face so prettily, that the 
old man gave way to tears. He said to the boy, “Your 
father made me angry, but I will not let it injure you, 

Anna Reinhard, Zwingli’s Wife
Editor: This article is Chapter 1 of Famous Women of the Reformed Church, by Rev. James I. 
Good.  (orig. published by The Sunday School Board of the Reformed Church in the United 

States, 1901; available electronically from the Reformed Church in the U.S., 2004).

 

Zwingli reading to his wife the proof-sheets of his new Swiss Bible
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but will take you as my child, instead of your father.” 
And he ordered the boy to be taken to his own home, 
where the grandfather and grandmother cared for him 
with great tenderness. When he was nine years old his 
grandfather died, and his grandmother cared for him.

Now this beautiful boy, who so aptly healed over the 
breach in his father’s family, was destined to do a simi-
lar act for Zwingli. It was this boy who unconsciously 
brought his mother and Zwingli together, until they 
were finally married. Zwingli came to Zurich after 
the death of his grandfather, when Anna was strug-
gling to support and train her family, although she 
was cramped by her small means. She was from the 
beginning one of Zwingli’s most attentive listeners 
whenever he preached. As her home was in his par-
ish, he came in contact with her as her pastor. He 
soon saw her needs and also her Christian graces. But 
it was Gerold who especially attracted his attention. 
Zwingli’s quick eye soon saw the talents of this preco-
cious boy. He gave him private lessons in Greek and 
Latin and when Gerold needed higher education, he 
sent him at the early age of eleven to Basle, then the 
literary center of Switzerland. Thus Zwingli became 
a foster-father to the orphan. The boy was so bright 
that his teacher as Basle wrote back to Zwingli, “If you 
have any more such boys, send them to me. I will be a 
father to them, and they shall be my sons.”

When the boy went (1523) to the baths at Baden, 
instead of giving him the customary present, Zwingli 
gave him what was better. He wrote him a book, 
entitled “Directions for the Education of a Young 
Nobleman,” and dedicated it to him.1  Most earnestly 
he urged him to good morals and a Christian life. 
This beautiful and timely appeal saved the boy. He 
started out in a new life, and never after brought 
disgrace, but only honor on his family or friends. 
He became the brightest and most promising of the 
youth at Zurich – a member of the city council when 
only eighteen, and president of the city council at 
the early age of twenty-one. Although only a young 
man, he thus very rapidly rose to the highest posi-
tions in the city. Now it was Zwingli’s fatherly care 
over Gerold, his favorite, that prepared the way for 
his marriage with Gerold’s mother. Gerold was, as 
her biographer says, the means of bringing his foster-
father and his anxious mother together.

But there were grave difficulties in the way of the 
marriage, for it was not customary then for priests or 
ministers to marry. A priest had married in 1523 in 
Zurich, and it had caused a great commotion. Zwingli 
married Anna in 1522.2 His marriage caused a great 
sensation, more in his birthplace in the Toggenburg 

than in Zurich. The Romanists and the Anabaptists 
charged him with marrying Anna for her beauty and 
her money. He replied that as for her money, she was 
not worth more than 400 guilders.

After marrying Zwingli, she ceased to wear jew-
elry. Zwingli addresses her as his dearest housewife, 
and such she was, a useful helpmeet in his work. She 
was a model minister’s wife, the foster mother of the 
poor, the visitor of the sick. She was called “the apos-
tolic Dorcas.” Her care for her husband was greater 
even than for the parish. She brightened his cares 
and sympathized with him in his sorrows. When 
her husband, with the other ministers of Zurich, 
began translating the Bible (1525) and published it 
(1529) complete several years before Luther’s com-
plete Bible appeared (1534) it was his custom to read 
to her its proof sheets every evening before retiring. 
She afterwards spoke of the eager interest she felt 
in the story of the gospel as it was thus translated 
into her own Swiss tongue by her husband. When 
it was published he presented her with a copy of it. 
The Bible thus became her favorite book. She tried 
to introduce it into the families of the congregation 
so that it might become the property of each house-
hold. When she found that her husband by early 
rising and excessive labors was becoming too deeply 
absorbed in his work, she would, as he says in a let-
ter to Vadian, pull his sleeve and whisper in his ear, 
“Take a little more rest, my dear.” In her intercourse 
with others she revealed the Christian’s spirit. The 
more religious the conversation, the more she took 
part in it. No greater joy could come to her than to 

 
Zwingli’s Monument at Cappel



16  | Reformed Herald  73 / 1

receive some new light on some holy truth. She loved 
to hear Zwingli in his homiletical works sometimes 
throwing new light on the character of Christ. She 
thus lived in a religious atmosphere. Toward her hus-
band she always showed great reverence.

Only one letter written by Zwingli to her has come 
down to us. It was written from Berne in 1528, just after 
a child had been born in his absence. It is a beautiful 
Christian epistle, thanking the Lord for the birth of a 
son, and praying that both parents might be able to edu-
cate him aright, urging her not to be anxious about his 
safety, and sending salutations to friends. He also wrote 
to her afterward from Strasburg when on his way to 
Marburg, when he praised the wife of Zell the Reformer, 
at Strasburg, of whom he said, “She combines the graces 
of both Mary and Martha.” Anna welcomed his friends 
and entertained his guests, of whom there was always 
a large number. For Protestant refugees were many in 
those days, and Zwingli’s house was always open to 
them. When Zwingli was engaged or away, she was the 
center of the circle. The leading citizens and ministers 
like Leo Juda, Pellican and others, gave her great credit 
and praise. And the upper chancellor of Silesia, Ara-
tor, who visited Zwingli in 1526, was so pleased with 
the Christian arrangement of Zwingli’s home, that he 
declared he would never forget it, and called Anna “an 
angel-wife.”

But her married life had not only pleasure and honor 
in it, but also care and anxiety. The danger in which 
her husband continually lived gave her great care. He 
was repeatedly warned not to go out in the street alone 
at night, lest he be killed or carried off into a Catholic 
canton and suffer like Hus. He was also warned to be 
careful where he ate or drank, for fear he might be poi-
soned. Anna, when she noticed any danger at his side, 
would call for help. Frequently when her husband, 
especially in winter time, had to go through the streets 
after dark, she would call a citizen to accompany him. 
Or when he was kept in the corporation meeting late 
in the evening, she would try to arrange to have some 
friend accompany him home. She was always at his 
side or thoughtful of him when danger seemed near. 
Thus many attempts on his person, although near ful-
fillment, were frustrated. On August 28, 1525, their 
house was stoned by two citizens at night, the stones 
sending pieces of wood through the house. Anna and 
the family raised a great outcry. But Zwingli seized 
his sword and quieted them, calling out that if anyone 
outside had any business they should come the next 
morning at daylight.

These anxieties were only prophecies of the still 
greater sorrow that was to come to her. She, with her 
husband, saw the black storm gathering over them, 
and which burst on the awful eleventh of October, 
1531. For on the ninth the news came that the army of 
the Catholic cantons was approaching. Hastily a little 
army was gathered at Zurich against them. Zwingli 
was ordered to go along with them as chaplain. On the 
Charity Square just in front of the parsonage, a part 
of the soldiers formed so as to depart. His wife came 
forth to bid him good-bye. Unable to repress her feel-
ings she burst into tears, her children joining with her 
in weeping, clinging in the meanwhile to their father’s 
garments so as to detain him, if possible, from danger. 
“The hour is come,” he says to her, “that separates us. 
Let it be so. The Lord wills.” He then gave her a parting 
embrace. Her fears almost robbed her of her speech, 
but she said, “We shall see each other again if the Lord 
will. His will be done. And what will you bring back 
when you come?” Zwingli’s prompt reply was, “Bless-
ing after dark night.” These were his last words to her, 
and they remained as a sacred comfort to her in all her 
after life. For she believed that blessing would come 
after the dark night of earth, as she saw him in the 
light of the new day in heaven. Zwingli then pressed 
his children to his heart and tore himself away. As he 
rode with the soldiers around the corner of the street, 
he looked back and she waved him a last good-bye.

And now in her sorrow to whom should she go but 
to her Savior, to whom her husband had led her after 
he came to Zurich. She hurried into the house, and 
with the children threw herself down in the lonely 
chamber and prayed in the words of the Savior, 
“Father, not my will, but Thine be done.” Comforted 
she arose and awaited the result of the battle. When 
the first news of the defeat, and of her husband’s and 
her son’s deaths came, her friends concealed from her 
the very sad particulars connected with it. They, how-
ever, hastened to comfort her. Prominent citizens and 
ministers visited her, sympathizing with her. Promi-
nent ministers from other cities, as Capito and Bucer 
of Strasburg, and Keller of Augsburg, wrote beautiful 
letters of Christian sympathy.

But the greatest comforter of all to her was young 
Henry Bullinger, her husband’s successor. He now 
took her husband’s place and cared for her as a son 
would. He said to her: “You shall not want, dear 
mother. I will remain your friend, your teacher and 
adviser.” Nor did he stop with words, but fulfilled them 
by deeds. Zwingli had left his family no means, for all 
he could spare he gave to the poor. So Bullinger took 
her under his own roof, at his own table, and united 
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the two families into one. He also acted as a father 
to Zwingli’s children, supervising their education and 
sending young Ulrich to Basle at his own expense.

Of the later years of Anna we know almost noth-
ing. It is said she rarely went out of the house after 
Zwingli’s death, except when she went to church. She 
now lived for her children and for her Lord. In her 
later life she was very sick, and her disease continued 
for some years; but she bore her sufferings patiently.

Of her death on December 6, 1538, Bullinger says: 
“I desire no more happy end of life. She passed away 
softly, like a mild light, and went home to her Lord, 
worshipping, and commending us all to God.” Her 
death was like her life – sweet, quiet, beautiful.

The most prominent scene in her life, and also the 
most impressive, is at the time of her husband’s death 
on the battlefield at Cappel. Bullinger says that at the 
news of that awful defeat there arose in Zurich a loud 
and horrible cry of lamentation, and tears, bewailing 
and groaning. But her weeping was greater, her sorrow 
was deeper. The greater her husband, the greater her 
grief. She had had sorrows before, but this eclipsed 
them all. For his death was not her only sorrow then. 
With her husband there died on the battlefield her 
bright, beautiful son, Gerold. Nor was this all her sor-
row. With her beloved husband and son there lay dead 

on that battlefield her brother and her brother-in-law, 
while a son-in-law was wounded unto death. The sad-
ness of death compassed her about in all directions. 
And then came the news that her husband’s body was 
quartered and burned and its ashes desecrated. Was 
there ever sorrow like hers? Yes, there was One, of 
whom the prophet speaks: “Behold and see if there be 
any sorrow like unto my sorrow.” To that Savior from 
sorrow she went in her sorrow, and He comforted her 
soul and raised up helpers to her.

In one of her biographies there is a picture of her, 
weeping and in prayer, while a heavenly hand is 
reached down, wiping away her tears and beneath it is 
the text: “God will wipe away all tears from their eyes.” 
In view of her great and many sorrows she might well 
be called the Mater Dolorosa, the weeping mother of 
the Reformation. Under her crosses she wept as Mary 
did at the cross. And just as John, the beloved disciple, 
took Mary to his home, so young Henry Bullinger 
gave Anna a home and became a beloved son to her. 

The oldest daughter of Anna Zwingli, named 
Regula, inherited the beauty of her mother and pos-
sessed the piety of both her parents. She grew up in 
the family of Bullinger with young Rudolph Gualther, 
who afterwards became her husband and also the 
successor of her father and of Bullinger as the anti-
stes or head of the Zurich church. During the Marian 
persecution in England, many of its refugees came to 
Switzerland and were entertained by her at her home, 
among them Grindal, later Archbishop of Canterbury, 
and others, who later became bishops of England. 
After her death her husband thus wrote of his loss, 
“What the pious Abraham lost in his beloved Sarah, 
and Jacob in his lovely Rachel, that have I also now to 
mourn. An example of purest love – of the most invio-
lable conjugal fidelity and domestic virtue, she knew 
how to drive away sadness and every tormenting care 
from my soul.” Her son, Rudolph, whose picture we 
show with hers, also later wrote a poem describing her 
fidelity, piety and other graces.

1 A fine translation of this, the first Reformed work on educa-
tion, has been made by Prof. A. Reichenbach of Ursinus Col-
lege, entitled “The Christian Education of Youth.”
2  Schaff says that a letter from Myconius to Zwingli would 
seem to show that Zwingli was married as early as 1522, but 
kept it secret for two years for fear of the opposition to it by 
the people. Myconius wrote to him in 1522 saying, “Farewell 
to your wife.”

 

Regula Zwingli and her child

hr



18  | Reformed Herald  73 / 1

We labor in the Kingdom of God standing upon 
the promises of God. Our Lord Jesus Christ 

has given His infallible promise, “I will build my 
church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it.” (Matthew 16:18)  May our gracious God receive 
all the glory for establishing Calvary Reformed Cha-
pel as a Reformed witness in Stockton, California.  It 
is our desire to spread the gospel throughout our com-
munity.  Calvary Reformed Chapel is very grateful for 
the offering from the RCUS congregations, that was 
received from the churches the second week in Sep-
tember, 2016.  

The Lord has provided us with an excellent facility 
for worship in a very strategic part of the city of Stock-
ton. The building needed to be renovated to accom-
modate a place for worship. The facility is located on 
West Lane (near March Ln.), which are two major 
boulevards in the city.   The renovation is complete, and 
we began worship services in our new facility last July, 

2016.  Providentially, the Lord has provided a 2 ft. x 11 
ft. LED sign to be mounted on the outside wall facing 
West Lane. The sign is to be mounted in the next few 
weeks.  We are grateful for the donation of a piano and 
organ, which were delivered several weeks ago. 

The average weekly attendance from the first of 
October through the end of November has been 23.  
The visitors seem more frequent since we moved into 
our new facility.  We thank the Lord for sending visi-
tors.  We are especially thankful for the new members 
received this year. 

Most of our visitors find Calvary Reformed Cha-
pel on our website at www.calvaryreformedchapel.
com.  Thanks to Elder Matthew Davis of Covenant 
Reformed Church at Grass Valley, CA, we were able 
to update our web site by making significant improve-
ments. Recently, new families have visited our worship 
service after contacting us through the website.  The 
sermons at Calvary Reformed Chapel are available on 
sermonaudio.com and also at our website.

Presently, we are working to make more evangelis-
tic reading materials available in the foyer of the new 
facility.  We are planning to order more pamphlets and 
tracts for distribution in the community. Please pray 
for the Lord to bless the various means of outreach 
through the teaching and preaching of God’s Word, 
the distribution of literature, the website, and our 
personal witnessing of the gospel. By God’s grace, we 
hope to implement a six-point outreach strategy.

There is great potential in growing an RCUS con-
gregation in Stockton. In the Holy Spirit’s strength, 
we welcome the challenges, hardships, and victories.  
Like Caleb, who desired to conqueror Canaan, we say 
in our work of missions, “Let us go up at once, and 
possess it; for we are well able to overcome it.” (Num-
bers 13:30) May the Lord’s rich grace be upon us and 
all those who labor together with us in prayer.

In Christ’s service for His glory,

Rev. Jonathan Merica

Stockton, CA

RCUS Home Missions UPDATE:
Calvary Reformed Chapel, Stockton, CA

As of December 17, 2016
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The Psalmist declares; “It is good to give thanks to 
the LORD, and to sing praises to Your name, O 

Most High; to declare Your loving kindness in the morn-
ing, and Your faithfulness every night.” (Psalm 92:1-2, 
KJV). Indeed it is good to consider what God has 
done for us and to render praise and thanks to Him. 
Truly He has revealed His loving kindness and faith-
fulness to His saints here at Rehoboth Reformed 
Church in Los Angeles, California.

We continue to lift praise and thanks to the Lord 
for His abundant goodness shown to us through 
His answer to the faithful prayers of the saints in the 
RCUS. We are also so very thankful for the sacrificial 
giving of the churches and individuals of the RCUS 
that has made it possible for us to continue to minister 
here in the Los Angeles basin. 

One of the major prayer requests that we have con-
tinually lifted to the Lord has been the need as a mis-
sion work to grow in the number of members and 
visitors. Praise the Lord that He has blessed us with 
an average of 16 – 17 visitors attending the morn-
ing worship services in the past six months. Further-
more, we have recently received six of these visitors 
into membership and there are two more that will be 
received in January, Lord willing. Furthermore, there 
are currently nine regular visitors who are at various 
stages of preparations to become members. We are 
still in need of an increase in the number of children 
in the congregation. We currently rent an elementary 
school on Sunday and there are four playgrounds and 
acres of fields that are available for use. Please pray 
that the Lord would bring families with children to 
join us.

The Lord continues to bless our outreach efforts 
utilizing our website, Sermon Audio, Facebook, and 
other internet services. In addition, we have been min-
istering on campus at Cerritos College (a junior col-
lege with over 24,000 students) and have established 
a Bible club called “Living Well Bible Club.” This Fall 
semester we held five outreach Bible studies on Mon-
days and Tuesdays as well as having a table where we 

provide Bibles, gospel tracts, Heidelberg Catechisms, 
etc. In answer to your prayers, the Lord has raised up 
student officers for the club and the college has again 
recognized it as an official club on campus. We are 
preparing for the Spring semester and continue to ask 
for prayer for the raising up of Bible study leaders. 

The greatest challenge that we face at the present is 
the need for an increase in funds. In answer to your 
prayers, the Lord has provided an increase in income 
from tithes and offerings from our members and visi-
tors as well as from special love-gifts from the churches 
of the RCUS to which we are extremely grateful. Yet 
we still have been forced to draw from our savings 
to cover our budgeted expenses. Please pray for the 
Lord’s blessing and wisdom as we enter the new year. 

In closing, we are extremely thankful to the Lord 
for His great faithfulness and grace evident among 
us as we strive to be found faithful to His calling 
to be bearers of the light of the gospel to a lost and 
dying world. 

In Christ,

Rev. Michael Voytek

Los Angeles, California

RCUS Home Missions UPDATE:
Rehoboth Reformed Church, Los Angeles, CA

As of December 24, 2016
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Usually around the beginning of a new year, we 
reflect on the events of the past year and give 

ourselves to the contemplation of the coming year. De-
pending on your perspective, this could be encourag-
ing or discouraging. It might be a little of both. For 
example, you might look upon the world scene and see 
all sorts of terrible events -- the challenges with Isis 
and extreme terrorism; the rise and fall of nations; dis-
cord in the Middle East -- all resulting in great uncer-
tainty as it relates to the future. Nationally, you might 
wonder what’s happening within our own country, 
whether politically, as we see a new president in the 
White House; or socially, as you reflect on the num-
ber of celebrity deaths that have occurred in 2016. 
Much of the world has looked forward to turning the 
calendar over to a new year and a new month in the 
hope that there will be a change in circumstances and 
a lessening of crises. Maybe you have seen struggles or 
challenges personally with the passing of a loved one, 
loss of a job, or financial adversity. Perhaps 2016 was 
a good year for you: the birth of a child, a better job, a 
move, a marriage proposal, or a graduation. Whatever 
your circumstances, the events of life tend to evoke 
big questions, such as, “Why did this happen to me?” 
“How did I get here?” “Did I really deserve this?” or 
“What should I have done differently, so that my life 
wouldn’t be in the shambles that it is in?” These big 
questions really take us back to a significant theologi-
cal truth: divine providence. However, instead of sim-
ply reflecting on providence through a doctrinal text of 
Scripture, I want us to see it through a historical text 
in the life of Joseph.  

Often in Scripture, God blesses us with the relating of 
historical events to illustrate the practical outworking of 
His truth. Just as we ask questions through the “big events” 
of life, my guess is that there would have been times when 
Joseph would have asked those questions as well. 

From the time that we are introduced to Joseph in 
Genesis 37 until he ascends to second in command over 
Egypt in Genesis 41, we see the scope of 13 years of his 
life. At some point – year one as a slave, year five working 
for Potiphar, year 10 and his imprisonment – questions 

could have arisen. Maybe, as Joseph started a new year, 
he would have reflected on all that had occurred in his 
life and asked, “What is God doing through all of this?” 
“How is He working in my life?” or “How is this all going 
to turn out?” 

As we look at the life of Joseph, I want us to reflect 
on three ideas in relation to the wonder of providence. 
These ideas are: 1. What is providence?  2. How do we 
see providence brought out in the life of Joseph?  and 3. 
What now? What are some of the principles that should 
direct us?
1. What is providence?

The Heidelberg Catechism can help us out with this in 
question and answer 27 and 28. What do you understand 
by the providence of God? The almighty, everywhere pres-
ent power of God, whereby as it were by His hand, he still 
upholds heaven and earth with all creatures and so governs 
them that herbs and grass, rain and drought, fruitful and 
barren years, meat and drink, health and sickness, riches 
and poverty, indeed all things come not by chance, but by 
His Fatherly hand. (HC #27)  Basically, all of the events 
in this world happen in accordance with the plan and 
purpose of God! God cares for the world, sustains the 
universe, governs, directs and keeps all things. He does 
this in creation as well as in the actions and decisions of 
men. God, the Sovereign One who reigns from on high 
with all power and all wisdom, is able to direct and con-
trol all things that happen in this world. In fact, He has 
purposed each situation that transpires, so that it turns 
out exactly as He has intended, without mistake, for a 
tremendous end – the glory of His name and the good 
of His people.

There are a number of passages of Scripture that 
bring this out for us. Paul tells us in Ephesians 1 that 
He works all things in accordance with the counsel of 
His will and in Romans 11 he tells us that “Of Him 
and to Him and through Him are all things.” Job testi-
fies, after hearing of God’s power and sovereignty, that 
God can do everything and that there is no purpose of 
His that is withheld. The Psalmist brings this out with 
specific examples, as in Psalm 104, “21 The young lions 
roar after their prey and seek their food from God... 24 O 
Lord, how manifold are Your works! In wisdom You have 

The Wonder of Providence
A Sermon on the Life of Joseph

(Genesis 37-50)
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made them all. The earth is full of Your possessions— 25 
This great and wide sea, In which are innumerable teeming 
things, Living things both small and great. 26 There the ships 
sail about; There is that Leviathan Which You have made 
to play there. 27 These all wait for You, That You may give 
them their food in due season. 28 What You give them they 
gather in; You open Your hand, they are filled with good. 29 
You hide Your face, they are troubled; You take away their 
breath, they die and return to their dust.” (Psalm 104:21, 
24–29, NKJV) The psalmist tells us in a poetic manner 
that God provides for all things in this world, includ-
ing the life and death of the animals. Paul reminds us 
in Acts 17 that “in Him we live and move and have our 
being.” Jesus told us of this in Matthew 10 and Luke 12, 
when He describes God sovereignly working in the lives 
of His people, caring not only for their bodies, but also 
their souls.  Because of this care, we need not worry nor 
doubt, since God cares not only for the insignificant 
things of this world, but especially for you, His child! 
This means that God is at work not only in the times 
of ease and comfort, but even in times of tragedy and 
difficulty. The psalmist encourages us with this truth in 
Psalm 135:6-7 by assuring us that God rules and reigns 
from on high. As the majestic, All-Wise Creator, He 
purposed, intended, and sought out the honor and glory 
of His name in every occurrence in this world, whether 
it’s the big picture items or the smallest of things. 
2. How do we see providence brought out in the life of 
Joseph?

So, how do we see this idea of providence brought 
out in the life of Joseph? Joseph comes to us in Genesis 
37. You recall that he is the son of Rachel and Jacob. 
He was favored by his father because he was the son 
of his old age, but also the firstborn of the wife that he 
loved. Joseph came from the epitome of dysfunctional 
families, composed of four mothers, 12 brothers, and a 
sister. This family had a number of problems: founded 
as a result of deception, filled with discord, jealousy, 
manipulation, sexual immorality, and even murder! As 
God showed His favor on Joseph through the love of 
his father as well as the ability to bring about revela-
tion through his vivid dreams, the brothers became jeal-
ous.  Jealousy grew to rage, then envy and hatred, which 
led them to seek to kill Joseph. Through the interven-
tion of his brother Reuben, he was only thrown into a 
deep pit, from which he was sold into slavery. He was 
brought to Egypt, where he lived for the next 13 years 
of our story. During that time, he worked for one indi-
vidual and was given the right, power, and authority of 
everything in Potiphar’s house, with the exception of his 
wife. Because he honored this relationship and  denied 
the sexual advances of Potiphar’s wife, he was  falsely 
accused by her and was sent to prison. In jail, Joseph 
was again trusted and set as commander over the entire 

prison. During this time, he met the baker and butler of 
Pharaoh and correctly interpreted their dreams. He was 
then forgotten for two years, until he was called upon to 
reveal and interpret the dream of Pharaoh and ended up 
second in command of the country. 

These are the “Cliffs Notes” version of the events of 
Joseph’s life. Instead of just looking at the big picture, 
however, let’s look at these events a little differently, 
in order to learn about God’s providence in the life of 
Joseph. The providence of God in the life of Joseph 
teaches us that God blesses, exalts, and uses whomever 
He will. Think about this for a moment. Joseph was 
number 11 out of 12 brothers, and yet it was he whom 
God chose to tell visions and dreams, to rise to a posi-
tion that his entire family, indeed entire nations, bowed 
down before him. God does not act within the param-
eters of our idea of fairness or equality. He does not give 
to one the same way as He does to another. 

We also learn that God can and does use even evil for 
His purposes. God had gifted Joseph in amazing ways, 
but the people in his life did not celebrate his gifts of 
organization, compassion, service and dreams. Instead, 
they hated him for them. And yet, we see that God 
used even their sin and evil choices for a tremendous 
purpose. In His amazing grace, he even used the events 
brought about by sin to bless and rescue the ones who 
had sinned! God in his infinite wisdom is able to use 
even the sinful desires and actions of men to accom-
plish His good purposes. He acted this way in the life 
of Joseph. We also know, however, that He is able to 
and often restrains those evil desires. In Psalm 76:10 
we are taught that God restrains the deeds that do not 
serve His purpose. Remember that Joseph’s brothers 
originally wanted to kill him. Yet, they were hindered. 
In God’s providence, through the conscience of Reuben 
and the “chance” travel of a camel caravan, they were 
compelled to sell their brother into slavery instead. 

The hand of providence can even be seen in the minu-
tiae of Joseph’s life. In Genesis 37:12 Joseph is sent to 
visit his brothers in Shechem, but he cannot find them. 
They had relocated to Dothan, and Joseph’s travel plans 
had to change. Why is this delay included in the telling 
of this story? Because Dothan – not Shechem – was the 
Ishmaelites’ trade route, the place where he could catch 
a ride to Egypt instead of being killed by his brothers.  
Aren’t there times in your own life where you wonder 
“Why did I just go through that?” or “Why the 15-min-
ute delay?” or even, “Why did I have to sit at that red 
light?” Even the delay of a traffic light is in the provi-
dence of God! Even the event of a small relocation of 
a group of nomadic shepherds demonstrates that God 
sets boundaries, that God is in control, and that He 
is orchestrating all things that occur to the honor and 
glory of His name. 



22  | Reformed Herald  73 / 1

Notice also that providence is not based on our obedi-
ence but rather the plan and intention of God. Remember 
that Joseph was faithful. He honored God by obeying his 
parents, by working diligently, by remaining sexually pure 
and living faithfully in all things. Yet, God’s purposes were 
accomplished through family discord, slavery in a foreign 
land for a decade, false accusations and a three year prison 
sentence. If these things happened our lives, You and I 
would wonder: Why are these things happening to me? 
How could this be taking place in my life? Lord, I’m obey-
ing you, I’m serving you, I’m honoring you! I’m doing all 
that you’ve called me to do and yet these things are still 
happening to me! Remember, “For of Him and to Him 
and through Him are all things. To Him be glory forever.” 
The delay of God in the unfolding of His providence was 
necessary and valuable in the life of Joseph. How can this 
be seen in your life? 
3. What now? What are some of the principles that 
should direct us?

Consider these principles that should direct us.
First, we can learn that even when things don’t go our 

way, we are still called to honor, obey and serve God and 
our neighbor. Remember the butler and the baker that 
Joseph met in prison? Even when he could have been 
discouraged about his circumstances, he was still willing 
to reach out and minister to those who needed it. I don’t 
know what events God is bringing about in your life, but 
I do know that He has placed opportunities before you to 
serve others, whether that be in your family, your church, 
your job, or your neighborhood. How often do we miss 
out on serving others and being useful in God’s Kingdom 
because we are focused on our own wounds or how our 
plans have not worked out the way that we desired?  In 
his Institutes of the Christian Religion, John Calvin notes, 
“When unjustly assailed by men, overlooking their mal-
ice (which could only aggravate our grief, and whet our 
minds for vengeance), let us remember to ascend to God, 
and learn to hold it for certain, that whatever an enemy 
wickedly committed against us was permitted, and sent 
by His righteous dispensation.” Therefore, use your gifts 
to reach out, to serve, and to show compassion. 

Second, We also see an opportunity to learn patience. 
Patience is not something for which we naturally long. 
If anything, we say, “God, give me patience and give it 
to me now!” James reminds us to “Let patience have its 
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking 
nothing.” We must never forget that our schedules are 
subject to God’s schedule. God is always working, even 
as He brings us through times of suffering, which may 
be prolonged. Those things are still in accordance with 
the plan of God to teach us. 

It’s easy for us to accept God’s providence when things 
are going well, our families are growing, we receive a job 
promotion, or we aren’t dealing with problems -- surely 

God is blessing us! God’s providence is occurring in 
the difficult times also. Even through the struggle, pain, 
and hardships, God was transforming the character of 
Joseph, working within his life, and preparing him to be 
of use and benefit for the entire world. And yet, that 
work took 13 years of preparation! God may use times 
of challenge and pain in your own life in order to purge 
you, to grow you, to sanctify you and to make you more 
and more like Jesus. You have received the gift of eternal 
life because Christ humbled Himself under the mighty 
hand of God and willingly accepted betrayal, false accu-
sations, a cruel death on a cross, being forgotten by the 
Father and enduring the wrath of God for sin, all so that 
you might receive hope, consolation, and salvation. 

Lastly, we can have comfort and hope in the plan of 
God. It is fascinating to see that through all of Joseph’s 
life, we do not hear of him despairing. Instead, we read 
that God was with him, that God favored him, that 
God blessed him and was faithful to care for him, even 
in the darkest of times, so that Joseph would be in the 
exact position necessary to accomplish the will of God. 
Even in the midst of his being forgotten for two years in 
prison, the Lord was still with him and placed him there 
in order to have Joseph ready for the right moment to 
raise him up and put him in a position of use and ser-
vice. As we think about events in our own lives which 
are far different than anything that we would choose, 
we see that God is using them to mature, sanctify, and 
transform us: to make us more like Christ. 

The wonder of providence is such that God uses all 
things: times of ease, times of struggle, times of chal-
lenge, times of blessing -- all things -- to glorify His 
name so that all might declare, “to Him be blessing and 
honor and glory and power!” Just as Joseph was able to 
look back and see how God used the evil of his brothers 
for good, so may we look back in wonder and amaze-
ment and say, “I did not know what God was doing 
through the moments, but as the moments have all come 
together, it couldn’t have been done in any other way.” 

As we look ahead to 2017, we do not know what 
God will bring about in our lives. Some events will be 
pleasant and some may be difficult, but through it all we 
know that the providential hand of our Faithful Heav-
enly Father is directing, sustaining and working to bring 
His will to fruition. Wherever He brings you and how-
ever He directs you, be assured that He is watching over 
you and caring for you, that you have not been forsaken, 
that He is ever with you, that He is ever at work in your 
life and that you are never alone. Therefore, be encour-
aged, be awed, be strengthened, and give thanks for the 
wonder of providence.

Rev. Michael McGee

Sioux Falls, SD
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ChurchNews

Then, we also welcomed 
Freeman Trace Grimm, 

second covenant child of 
Zane and Robin Grimm, 

through the sacrament of 
baptism on November 20, 

2016. We pray that these 
confirmed adults and young 

covenant children will  
grow in the grace and 

knowledge of Jesus Christ.

Looking back over 2016,  
the members of Heritage 

Reformed Church in  
Waymart, PA, are thankful.  

We rejoice to announce 
that “God has confirmed His 

covenant promise of salvation” 
 (RCUS Directory of Worship) in 
two young adults, brother and 

sister, Evan and Meg Grimm  
on August 7th. 
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ChurchNews

The Sunday school 
and catechism classes 

of Grace Reformed 
Church in Rapid City, 

SD,  
along with a little help 
from the adults in the 
congregation, raised 
nearly $1,000 for our  

brothers and sisters 
in the Congo to help 

them set up a chicken/
egg business.   

This project was a 
great way to include 
our younger church 

members.   
If anyone has any 

questions on how you 
might do a similar 

project, feel free to 
contact us!


