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Editorial – "Just a Drop in the Bucket"

Every four years Americans 
are told, “this is the most impor-
tant election of our lifetime.”  
And every four years, it always 
seems like that is the case.  This 
time around, we face mounting 
concerns over several nations 
around the world bent on evil 
and destruction towards other 
nations, expecially our own 
(North Korea, Iran, perhaps also 
Russia and China).  Let’s not for-
get to include the Muslim terrorist groups which span parts of many nations-
such terrorists are not only against America, but they are specifically warring 
against Christians, wherever we live on the planet.  The economic and moral 
future of our nation has been described as in such a dire condition that we 
have one presidential candidate who wants to drive America over the cliff 
at 100 mph, while the other candidate wants to drive us over the cliff at 70 
mph.  (or maybe 95 mph!)

Does God’s Word have anything to say to the USA?  Does God’s Word 
have anything to say to Christians, living as citizens of this country, who are 
given the legal authority by the U.S. Constitution to vote for our leaders at 
many levels of national, state, and local government?  Of course we know 
that God’s Word is sufficient to equip us for instruction in righteousness 
that the man and woman of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 
good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  One place we may not look to as quickly to 
describe the Christian view on politics is from Isaiah 40.

In that passage, the Lord God, through his prophet, puts the entire realm 
of nations, nation-building, and living as citizens in a nation, into proper per-
spective.  “ 15 Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, And are counted 
as the small dust on the scales; Look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing. 
16 And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, Nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt 
offering. 17 All nations before Him are as nothing, And they are counted by 
Him less than nothing and worthless. 18 To whom then will you liken God? Or 
what likeness will you compare to Him?” (Isaiah 40:15–18, NKJV) 

The prophet does not mince words.  He does play with words, though.  
He uses several illustrations (bucket, scales, islands, the forests of Lebanon) to 
drive home this doctrine.  The might and strength of the nations is nothing 
compared to the might and strength of the One true God.  Therefore, Chris-
tian citizens of the USA (and Christian citizens of Canada, or China, or Russia, 
or _______) need to remember that it is possible to make an idol out of our 
country.  Such hoping and depending on our government to bail us out, or to 
promote our ‘way of life’ as a society is to be weighed in the balance of God’s 
Word.   This is not unique to this passage.  The Bible repeatedly points out the 
vanity of idols and false religions.  (see Isaiah 46:1-7; Psalm 115)

Yet I wonder how the average American citizen would respond to God’s 
Word telling him that America is just a drop in a bucket.  How would our 
politicians or military leaders or educational elite respond?  How would the 
strong men and dictators of various foreign nations or terrorist groups think 
of Isaiah 40?  Like most Scripture passages, this one is also viewed as offen-
sive to our national pride, to our ambitions for the ‘greater good’ of our soci-
ety.  (Let us remember that great and powerful men like Stalin and Hitler also 
had plans for the greater good of their societies and nations…)

The American citizen who is also a Christian, though, will take into 
consideration the doctrine that our nation is a drop in bucket.  Humility 
is certainly a Christian virtue necessary in political matters.  Humility is 
exactly what we don’t see much of in most politicians today (of any party).  
Yet, as we sort through the myriad of views and positions and sponsors 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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A UNIQUE DOCUMENT
The Constitution of the United States of America is a 

unique document based upon principles that are little 
understood today because historians have generally 
not been aware of an accurate accounting of its back-
ground. The reason for this is that our Constitution 
is a covenantal document based on principles that 
come out of Scripture.  These principles were common 
among the Puritan Christians who founded virtually 
all of the Thirteen Colonies.  Our founders were men 
who looked to God’s Covenant of Grace with man for 
proper principles upon which to base human govern-
ment. A ‘covenant’ is a compact or contract between 
two parties based on their mutual agreement to the 
authoritative words which define their relationship. 
Marriage is a good example of a cove-
nant. God’s covenant is based on God’s 
words as a king who relates Himself to 
His servants by promising to be “their 
God,” and to take them as “His people” 
(Genesis 17:7; 2 Corinthians 6:16-18). 
Humans receive their place in God’s 
covenant by believing His words and 
seeking to obey them (Exodus 19:8).

The provisions of the U.S. Consti-
tution are so sound and practical that 
even today millions of Americans 
would love to go back to a strict reading 
of the Constitution, and thus to a far 
more stable and honest America, even 
though they are not aware of where 
its principles come from. The United 
States was founded in 1776 by the Dec-
laration of Independence, which clearly 
gave credit to the Creator (meaning the 
God of the Bible) for the basic princi-
ples of society, namely, that “All men are 
created equal, and are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalienable rights 
including life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness.” Only if God is the Creator 
of men and the Giver of their rights, can 
these rights be considered “unalienable,” 
that is so innate that no human power 
has the right to modify, much less take 
away, those rights.

Then in 1789 the Continental Congress called for a 
convention of representatives from all of the Colonies 
to write a Constitution for this new nation that had suc-
cessfully separated from its former rulers, the govern-
ment of the kingdom of Great Britain. The result was 
our present Constitution, a document without equal in 
the history of mankind, a document which when rati-
fied established the government of our nation neither as 
a monarchy, which is ruled from the top down by a king, 
nor a democracy, which when practiced in its purity is 
mob rule, but a constitutional republic. When, on the 
day it was completed, a lady of Philadelphia met Benja-
min Franklin on the street and asked him, “What have 
we Mr. Franklin?” The elderly Mr. Franklin responded 
with, “A republic, if you can keep it.”

Our Covenantal Constitution
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COVENANTAL PRACTICE
It is very important to note that the Constitutional 

Convention did not even attempt to impose this Con-
stitution but presented it to the states for THEIR rat-
ification. This is a covenantal Reformed practice that 
is still followed in churches that practice Presbyterian 
government, as does the RCUS. When officers are to 
be selected, be they pastors, elders or deacons, the can-
didates are presented to the congregation for its vote 
which decides who is chosen. Indeed, already in 1775, 
when Americans were seriously discussing found-
ing a new nation, British politician Horace Walpole 
remarked, “Our American cousins have eloped with a 
Presbyterian Parson.” This “Presbyterian Parson” was 
John Witherspoon, a pastor in the Church of Scot-

land, who after a fruitful career there, in 1768 accepted 
the office of President at the College of New Jersey, 
later called Princeton College. Witherspoon was a sol-
idly Reformed theologian who strongly emphasized 
the biblical doctrine of the Covenant of Grace and its 
implications for human political freedom and respon-
sibility. He not only became one of the leaders of the 
effort to separate from British rule (he was one of the 
signers of the Declaration of Independence) but he 
also was the major teacher of James Madison, who is 
rightly called “the Father of the American Constitu-
tion,” not only by his contemporaries but also by pres-
ent-day historians. Madison also served as the fourth 
President of the United States.

Now this emphasis on a Covenant of Grace (by 
which God promises to save human beings and 
requires of them faith and obedience in thanksgiving 
for salvation) was nothing new to Reformed teach-
ing. The Puritan Calvinists who founded the Ameri-
can Colonies all practiced covenant government right 
from the beginning with the Mayflower Compact.  
Their practice can be traced back theologically and 
politically to Heinrich Bullinger who in 1534 (two 

years before Calvin’s first edition of his Institutes of the 
Christian Religion) wrote a treatise entitled, “The One 
and Eternal Testament (or Covenant) of God.” Ulrich 
Zwingli and his follower Bullinger already discussed 
covenant theology before Zwingli’s death in 1531 and 
used it effectively to counter the false teaching of the 
Anabaptists, who arose in Zurich during the 1520’s. 
Zwingli was, of course, the founder of the Reformed 
Reformation, which occurred in Zurich, Switzerland, 
at virtually the same time as Luther’s Reformation in 
Germany. In fact, Zwingli and Luther met in Mar-
burg, Germany, in 1529 in order to see if they could 
reconcile their sharp difference on whether Christ is 
physically present in the Lord’s Supper, or only spiri-
tually present as the Reformed held.  Luther’s letter to 

his wife after the conference says, in so 
many words, “our opponents wanted to 
have mere bread in the Lord’s Supper 
and acknowledge Christ spiritually in 
the bread.” (Quoted in The Protestant 
Reformation, by Hans Hillerbrand, 
page 163).

Many English speakers have been 
robbed of an accurate history of Cov-
enant Theology since it was not until 
1991 that Bullinger’s treatise on the 
Covenant was published in Eng-
lish.  This treatise includes a section 
on political implications of the Cov-

enant. It is printed as an appendix to a book entitled, 
Fountainhead of Federalism: Heinrich Bullinger and the 
Covenantal Tradition, by Charles McCoy and Wayne 
Baker. In this book, which I highly recommend to 
pastors and other interested Christians, Baker and 
McCoy trace the spread of covenant theology from 
Switzerland, through Germany, Holland, and Eng-
land, to the Puritans who founded the English Col-
onies in America. With few exceptions this history 
of covenant theology is very useful and accurate, 
although the authors, not being strong Calvinists, 
champion the work of Johannes Cocceus, who was 
somewhat opposed to the Canons of Dordt’s teaching 
of double predestination.

We need also to note that the name “federal” when 
applied to government means essentially the same thing 
as “covenant” when applied to theology. “Covenant” is 
based on the German word “Bundt” while “Federal” is 
based on a translation of the Latin word foedus, which 
also means “covenant.” Interestingly, “covenant” became 
the normal word for God’s covenant with man, while 
“federal” became used for a covenantal government.

It is important to recognize that two men familiar to 
RCUS readers were sound and thoughtful covenant 

The name “federal” when applied 
to government means essentially 
the same thing as “covenant” when 
applied to theology.
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theologians during the later 1500s. They are Zacharias 
Ursinus and Caspar Olevianus, the writers of the Hei-
delberg Catechism. The previous catechism of Ursinus, 
his Major Catechism, begins with a question similar to 
“What is your only comfort in life and in death, and 
answers it with, “That God has made a covenant...” 
Olevianus was a theologian who moved the doctrine 
of the covenant forward by speaking of a “covenant of 
nature” God made with the creation in general and a 
covenant between the Father and Son as a foundation 
of the covenant of grace. This information helps us 
understand that there are many covenant ideas which 
appear in the Heidelberg Catechism even when the word 
“covenant” is not used very often.

CONCLUSION
It should be clear to us that the Constitution of the 

United States of America is so right when it simultaneously 
deals with human sinfulness and human responsibility 

by establishing a three-headed government of checks and 
balances, and by limiting this government to the “powers 
granted here-in (that is in this Constitution), with the 
remaining powers reserved to the States and to the peo-
ple. This was not by mistake, chance, or luck. It was by the 
application of covenantal principles to the issues of estab-
lishing a just government for all the people. And it was 
ratified by a large majority of all the colonies, not by some 
king or powerful political establishment.  These prin-
ciples have been so violated by our national government 
for years through its own officers that our presidents even 
think they have power to take over private corporations, 
like General Motors, and decide what kind of bathrooms 
are available in our public schools. May God grant repen-
tance to our leaders, and save the United States from its 
own unconstitutional government.  

Dr. Robert Grossmann

Menno, SD

and promises, we need humility ourselves.  Humility 
to admit that we might come out a bit differently than 
another Christian on what should be done in a specific 
legal matter.  Humility to admit that we might even sup-
port a candidate at a given point in time who is not the 
person we prefer, but is the person we must support, in 
order to play our part to preserve the nation as a place 
that is most likely to allow Biblical righteousness and 
justice to exist, and even to flourish, Lord willing.  

The humility demanded of us by Isaiah 40 also 
reminds us that God is bigger than our historical 
moment.  Verses 17-18 prove this by showing that com-
pared to the incomparable power of the Sovereign God, 
the nations are impotent and powerless.  The prophet 
continues to drive this point home when we read in 
verse 22 that God sits on His throne above the earth 
and looks down at all our warriors and countries, and 
sees us as small as grasshoppers.

How does this fact help us to apply this text to the 
issue of politics and how Christians can or cannot be 
involved in the activity of nations?  On the one hand, 
we see a negative application (meaning a ‘thou shalt 
not’).  Politics is meaningless compared to my relation-
ship with God.  No nation is or ever shall pretend to be 
God or godlike.  Nations may not do what only God can 

do.  So be wary of politicians who try to supplant God, 
the Church, the Family, Business, with their own will and 
agenda, making the government of the State the ulti-
mate and comprehensive power in a nation.

On the other hand, we see a positive application 
(meaning a ‘thou shalt’).  Politics is still a prescribed 
activity for the Christian.  We have the rest of Scripture, 
such as Jesus' command to pay taxes to Caesar, or the 
Apostle Paul's explanation and authorization of civil 
government in Romans 13 and its responsibilities as 
laid out there.  So, Christians should vote so long as we 
live in a society which affords us that option.  In God’s 
providence, we have been given the Christian duty to 
help shape our little water droplet.

Finally, take all your political choices, all of your politi-
cal dreams and wishes, and put them where they belong.  
In a bucket!  Our place in the bucket matters, but it is still 
just one drop of many, one nation of many.  Jesus is the 
King over all kings, the God over all the droplets in the 
bucket.  So, regardless of the results of elections or court 
cases, remember to worship the one true God, Who is 
unlike any other.  For that, we are truly thankful!

Rev. Kyle A. Sorensen, 
Manitowoc, Wisconsin

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Having once lived in the Promised Land, the 
Hebrew people of Jerusalem were taken captive 

by the soldiers of King Nebuchadnezzar and carried 
off to the strange land of Babylon. While by this time 
the Babylonian Empire included much of the Middle 
East, many of the captives were taken to the city of 
Babylon about 600 miles east of Jerusalem in what is 
now modern day Iraq. Needless to say, this was a time 
of hardship, being strangers in a strange land. The 
Jewish people of Jerusalem longed for home, for the 
Land of Promise. Instead, they were exiles. 

How then were they to live? Should they resist being 
exiled? Should they rebel against the Babylonian con-
querors? What about the false prophets that said this 
exile would be short-lived? 

It was under this very scenario that God spoke to 
the people through the prophet Jeremiah. Jeremiah 
answered these questions for the people of exile then 
and by extension, answers these very same questions 
for us today.

You see, while the Promised Land was a type of Par-
adise into which Joshua led the people of Israel, the 
fact is, the Promised Land was not Paradise. It was a 
type of Paradise, a picture of Paradise, but not Para-

dise itself. So while the people longed for home, for 
the Promised Land, their longing was for something 
temporary. Jerusalem was not their eternal home. 

Growing up as a child in the 1960s and as a teen and 
young adult in the 1970s, I lived through a period of 
time was socially tumultuous. Yet even in the social 
rebellion, Christian morals were still deemed as the 
norm. As the TV station signed off for the evening after 
the late movie, the Star-Spangled Banner would play 
and end with the flag waving and below the flag was 
written Psalm 33:12, “Blessed is the nation whose God is 
the LORD.” (NKJV) Invocations in the Name of Christ 
were still given at graduation ceremonies. Christmas 
programs included the Luke 2 narrative while kids por-
trayed Mary and Joseph, the shepherds and the wise 
men. Prayer before football games was standard. 

Not so much anymore. Today these same acts would 
invite a lawsuit resulting in fines and/or jail time, both 
in the name of the very same Constitution that pro-
tected these acts decades earlier. The new normal is to 
avoid the term “Christian” at all costs. The new nor-
mal has taken tolerance and moved it toward court-
ordered acceptance and support of lifestyles that not 
too long ago were deemed to be deviant. The truth is, 

we’re even unsure as a society 
which restroom to use! 

And so we long for what once 
was. Yet, in this longing it’s easy 
to make the same mistake made 
by the Jews of Jerusalem. The 
United States of America is not 
our eternal home. It never was. 

How then are we to live? Let’s 
turn to Jeremiah 29 to find out. 
For what God told the exiles 
then is still true for us today. 
There are three points in this 
passage. In verse 4 we first learn 
why the Jews were in exile. Sec-
ond, we learn in vv. 5-9 how the 
Jews were to live as exiles. And 
third we learn in vv. 10-14 about 
the end of the exile. Along the 
way we’ll see how each point 
applies to us today. 

Living in Babylon
Sermon on Jeremiah 29:4-14

Logos Bible Software
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Why the Jews were in exile
So why were the Jews from Jerusalem in exile? Read 

verse 4 again. “Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of 
Israel, to all who were carried away captive, whom I have 
caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon.”

The short answer of why God’s people ended up in 
Babylon is that God caused them to be carried away. 
Take a closer look. The prophet Jeremiah is telling 
the people that this message is coming directly from 
God. Verse 4 starts with, “Thus says the LORD of 
hosts…” Jeremiah makes it clear from the onset that 
this message is from the Lord. Our English version 
uses “LORD” in all capital letters to denote God’s cov-
enantal Name, “Yahweh,” “I AM”. The God who made 
a covenant with the people of Israel is the same God 
making this decree. Not only that, this is The LORD, 
Yahweh, the great I AM, who is Lord of the hosts. Or 
in other words, God is all powerful. Thus, this state-
ment through Jeremiah was made by the all-powerful 
God who made a covenant with Israel that He would 
be their God and they would be His people. And the 
LORD said to His covenant people that He caused 
them to be carried away captive. While Nebuchadne-
zzar thought it was his matchless strength that caused 
this captivity, the truth is that Nebuchadnezzar could 
do nothing else by God’s decree. Matthew Henry said, 
“All the force of the king could not have done this 
apart from the will of God.” 

God caused them to be carried away captive. But why? 
Why did the Promised Land fall under the authority 
of foreign and ungodly kingdoms? The first answer 
can be found in 2 Chronicles 36:14-16,  “14 Moreover 
all the leaders of the priests and the people transgressed 
more and more, according to all the abominations of the 
nations, and defiled the house of the Lord which He had 
consecrated in Jerusalem. 15And the Lord God of their 
fathers sent warnings to them by His messengers, ris-
ing up early and sending them, because He had compas-
sion on His people and on His dwelling place. 16But they 
mocked the messengers of God, despised His words, and 
scoffed at His prophets, until the wrath of the Lord arose 
against His people, till there was no remedy.” 

This captivity was directly related to God’s cov-
enant people turning away from the God of Jacob. 
This shouldn’t be a big surprise. We read in Deuter-
onomy 28:58, 64, “58 If you do not carefully observe all 
the words of this law that are written in this book, that 
you may fear this glorious and awesome name, THE 
LORD YOUR GOD . . .  64 “Then the LORD will scatter 
you among all peoples, from one end of the earth to the 
other, and there you shall serve other gods, which neither 
you nor your fathers have known—wood and stone.” In 

his farewell address, Joshua, under the inspiration of the 
Holy Spirit, saw this coming as well when he said in 
Joshua 23:15-16, “15  Therefore it shall come to pass, 
that as all the good things have come upon you which the 
LORD your God promised you, so the LORD will bring 
upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you 
from this good land which the LORD your God has given 
you. 16 When you have transgressed the covenant of the 
LORD your God, which He commanded you, and have 
gone and served other gods, and bowed down to them, 
then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and 
you shall perish quickly from the good land which He has 
given you.”

And so the people were exiled.
How does this apply to us today? Well, we’re not all 

that different. Our first parents, Adam and Eve, lived 
in Paradise. There was no sin and they were in per-
fect fellowship with God. Then came the fall. Through 
Adam’s disobedience, they were exiled from Paradise. 
Having been born with the sin of our first parents, we 
are likewise exiled from Paradise. We live in this land 
as exiles. The exile out of Paradise was caused by sin. 
The exile to Babylon was caused by sin. Whether it 
be ancient Babylon, modern day China, or even the 
USA, the covenant people of God are living as exiles. 
Regardless of where we live on this earth, those of us 
who profess the Name of Christ are exiles longing for 
our real Home. 

How the Jews were to live as exiles
So how then are we exiles to live? That is what Jer-

emiah answers in vv. 5-9. “5 Build houses and dwell in 
them; plant gardens and eat their fruit. 6 Take wives and 
beget sons and daughters; and  take wives for your sons 
and give your daughters to husbands, so that they may 
bear sons and daughters—that you may be increased 
there, and not diminished. 7 And seek the peace of the 
city where I have caused you to be carried away cap-
tive, and pray to the LORD for it; for in its peace you 
will have peace. 8 For thus says the LORD of hosts, the 
God of Israel: Do not let your prophets and your divin-
ers who are in your midst deceive you, nor listen to your 
dreams which you cause to be dreamed. 9 For they proph-
esy falsely to you in My name; I have not sent them, says 
the LORD.”

The Jewish exiles were to live normal lives. Spe-
cifically, they were given four instructions. First, they 
were to build houses and plant gardens. With a sense 
of semi-permanency, they were told to live and work 
in Babylon. To build houses and to live in them is to 
establish themselves as members of the community. 
While transplanted to Babylon as captives, they were 
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to nevertheless become citizens. And as citizens, they 
were to work there. By planting gardens and eating the 
fruit thereof, they were instructed to be laborers, earn 
wages, start businesses and contribute to the com-
merce of the land. 

Second, they were told to marry, have children and 
give their children in marriage. They were to carry on 
and grow as a people and not diminish. 

Now notice here, these first two instructions were 
nothing more than the command to carry out the cul-
tural mandate given in Genesis 1, to subdue the earth 
and be fruitful and multiply. Being in exile doesn’t 
change this mandate. 

Living as exiles today likewise doesn’t change this 
mandate. Before sin entered the world Adam and 
Eve were given the mandate to subdue the earth 
and be fruitful and multiply. This mandate did not 
change after Adam’s sin. 
Sure, the curse of sin from 
Genesis 3 certainly made 
this more difficult through 
thorns and thistles, the pain 
of childbearing and marital 
strife. But we are still called 
to carry out this mandate. 
In doing so, Jesus told us in 
the Sermon on the Mount 
in Matthew 5:13-16 that we 
are salt and light. He con-
cluded in verse 16, “16  Let 
your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” We are 
thus to exercise the cultural mandate in such a way 
that brings glory to God. We are to carry out our 
work, practice our marriages, and raise up children 
in such a way as to preserve and enlighten society to 
the glory of God. 

That’s what the exiles in Babylon were called to 
do. Furthermore, they were called to pray peace for 
Babylon. For in that city’s peace, God’s people would 
have peace and would work toward the preservation 
and extension of God’s covenant people. By praying 
for and working toward the peace of Babylon, God’s 
people showed themselves to be faithful subjects of 
the conqueror. This faithfulness of God’s people was 
later rewarded by King Cyrus of Babylon in autho-
rizing the reconstruction of the temple. In fact, King 
Cyrus asked in Ezra 6:10 that priests in this newly 
rebuilt temple in Jerusalem would pray for the king 
and his family. 

As exiles today, we are likewise called upon to pray 
for and work toward the peace of our nation. Of this 
call, Matthew Henry said, “Every passenger is con-
cerned with the safety of the ship.” Indeed, we are 
concerned for the safety and direction of our nation, 
which is why we ought to heed 1 Timothy 2:2, which 
says, “Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for 
all men, 2 for kings and all who are in authority, that we 
may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
reverence.” Notice that Paul’s exhortation to Timothy 
is focused on prayer, but to what end, but to lead a 
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 
For it is in living this life that we serve as light and 
salt, that the Gospel is freely put forth and that our 
Father’s Name is glorified. It is in seeking this peace 
that we pray for our leaders and submit ourselves to 

the governing authorities as commanded in Romans 
13. And here’s a bonus for us in the USA. We are citi-
zens in a democratically elected republic. We as exiles 
are allowed to participate in the governance of this 
nation. We carry out commerce, we raise up families 
and we participate in electing officials, voting for laws 
and even get elected to office. 

Let’s consider several people who were faithful 
subjects that were used by God for the good of His 
people. Joseph ended up as second in command to 
Pharaoh only to be used in saving Egypt from starva-
tion. Daniel was elevated to the office of ruler and chief 
administrator over Babylon. Esther became queen and 
was used to save God’s people from annihilation. Paul 
exercised his citizenship in squelching a mob and 
reinforcing the gospel in Rome. To be certain, we are 
afforded rights in this land that we can and should 
take advantage of for the good of the nation and by 
extension, to the church. 

Whether it be ancient Babylon, modern 
day China, or even the USA, the covenant 
people of God are living as exiles. 
Regardless of where we live on this earth, 
those of us who profess the Name of Christ 
are exiles longing for our real Home.
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The fourth instruction given to the Jews was to ignore 
false prophets and even their own ideas. For there were 
prophets that said this was only a short exile. Of these 
prophets, Jeremiah 14:14 says, “And the LORD said to 
me, “The prophets prophesy lies in My name. I have not 
sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they 
prophesy to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, 
and the deceit of their heart.” For these prophets were not 
speaking the Word of God, they were speaking what 
the people wanted to hear.

We likewise need to heed this instruction liv-
ing as exiles. 2 Timothy 4:3-4 says, “3 For the time 
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, 
but according to their own desires, because they have 
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 
4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, 
and be turned aside to fables.” Is this not a picture of 
the Christian church today? Has not the church in 
the Name of Christ turned aside from the Word of 
God to embrace false teachings today? Has not the 
church even used a convoluted use of Scripture to 
support these false teachings? 

The only standard that we are to acknowledge as 
truth is the Word of God. Anything contrary to God’s 
Word is false and is thus a sin. That was the message 

through Jeremiah and is the message for us today. Liv-
ing in Babylon as exiles we are to keep our eyes on 
being excellent workers contributing to the economic 
health of our society, we are to marry in the Lord 
and conduct our marriages in such a way that mir-
rors Christ and the church, we are to raise up godly 
children giving them in marriage to believers for the 
propagation of God’s people, we are to pray for our 
leaders, yes, even those with whom we vehemently dis-
agree, we are to humbly submit to governing authori-

ties, we are to pray for and work toward the peace of 
this nation and we are to do all these things in accor-
dance with the infallible and inerrant Word of God, 
the Bible. That’s how the Jews were to live in Babylon 
then and that’s how we are to live in the United States 
of America today. 

The end of the exile
However, as I share these Biblical standards, the 

truth is that none of us do so perfectly. We all fall short. 
God’s covenant people were not obedient in Jerusalem 
and certainly didn’t live in perfection in Babylon. And 
yet Jeremiah brings good news in vv. 10-14. This is our 
third point, the end of the exile. 

God fixed a time for the end of the exile. Verse 
10 says, “For thus says the Lord: After seventy years 
are completed at Babylon, I will visit you and perform 
My good word toward you, and cause you to return to 
this place.”

Jeremiah says that after 70 years of being exiled, 
God’s people will return home. Daniel 9:2 echoed 
this prophecy as he likewise said that after 70 years 
God’s people will return home. Now 70 years may 
have sounded like a long time to the exiles. Yet the 
number 70, being the number of completion taken 

to its superlative is defini-
tive. God promises that the 
end will come and that end is 
defined. And the end did come 
70 years later as described in 
2 Chronicles 36:22-23, when 
God stirred up King Cyrus to 
send people back to Jerusalem 
to rebuild the temple.

Now that’s all good and fine. 
But the real end of the exile is 
found in verse 11. “11 For I know 
the thoughts that I think toward 
you, says the LORD, thoughts 
of peace and not of evil, to give 
you a future and a hope.” This 
means that all the horrible 
events leading up to the captiv-

ity, being taken captive and living as exiles in a strange 
land, these actions towards the Jews were driven by 
God’s thoughts of peace. 

Yet this future and a hope was more than a peaceful 
existence in Jerusalem. In fact, peace in Jerusalem didn’t 
last. The Roman conquest followed by the destruction 
of Jerusalem in 70 A.D. gave witness to that. Rather, 
the real peace being described here is peace with God. 
Earlier I said that the first reason that God caused the 
captivity was because of the sins of His people. Yet 

Amidst the terrible violence, the hateful 
rhetoric, the broken relationships, a land 
calling good evil and evil good; we know 
and are confident that we have peace with 
God, for the LORD’s thoughts toward us 
are of peace and not of evil, to give us a 
future and a hope.
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even in the sins of the people, God’s purposes will pre-
vail. And that is the real reason for the exile. God was 
keeping His covenant of grace while His people were 
living as sinful covenant breakers. God took them out 
of the Promised Land so that they would call on Him. 

And this is what we find in vv. 12-13. “12 Then you 
will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I will listen 
to you. 13 And you will seek Me and find Me, when you 
search for Me with all your heart.”

Through the hardship of being conquered, of losing 
loved ones, of living under a foreign nation, God’s cov-
enant people called on Him. They searched for Him 
with their whole heart and they found Him. 

This would become their future and hope. The 
future and hope was not to be found in living in Jeru-
salem. The future and hope would be found later in 
the unblemished sacrificial Lamb of God that would 
ultimately bring peace with God. This is the very One 
that the Heavenly host announced to the shepherds 
in Luke 2:14, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, goodwill toward men!” Peace was ultimately to be 
found in Jesus Christ who would suffer and die on our 
behalf of His covenant people. Jesus is the One that 
would satisfy the justice of God with the perfect sacri-
fice while granting mercy. Christ is the One today who 
cleanses us and makes us pure so that we can enter 
into the very throne room of God, enter into His spe-
cial presence and commune with our Lord in prayer. 
It was the Messiah to come that gave them a future 
and a hope. It was the Christ who came that gives us a 
future and a hope.

Amidst the terrible violence all around us; the hate-
ful rhetoric being hurled on the streets, in the media 
and over the podium; the broken relationships that 
break tender hearts; a land calling good evil and evil 
good; we know and are confident that we have peace 
with God, for the Lord’s thoughts toward us are of 
peace and not of evil, to give us a future and a hope.

The exiles had a sure hope in their return to Jerusa-
lem. We have a sure hope in our return to Paradise. Rev-
elation 21:1-4 beautifully gives us a picture of the end, 
“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away. Also there 
was no more sea. 2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, pre-
pared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I heard a 
loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of 
God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they 
shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and 
be their God. 4 And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things 
have passed away.”   

And we won’t be alone. For we have brothers and sis-
ters in Christ living all over the world. The Jews living 
in Babylon received comfort in the words of v. 14, “I will 
be found by you, says the LORD, and I will bring you back 
from your captivity; I will gather you from all the nations 
and from all the places where I have driven you, says the 
LORD, and I will bring you to the place from which I 
cause you to be carried away captive.” 

Today we can add to Jeremiah’s promise the words 
of the Apostle John’s vision in Revelation 7:9-12, 
“After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude 
which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, 
and tongues, standing before the throne and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in 
their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, 
“Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and 
to the Lamb!” 11All the angels stood around the throne 
and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and 
ever. Amen.””

You see, we’re not all that different from our broth-
ers and sisters in Christ living in China, Germany, 
Brazil, Syria, the Philippines, or anywhere else around 
the world. We all hold dual citizenships. While we in 
the USA endure painful politics, insane social issues 
and unsustainable economic practices in our earthly 
country for which we hold citizenship, others endure 
everything from illegal worship services to beheadings.  
Others endure everything from an influential godless 
culture to just plain apathy. Nevertheless, we are all 
called to work toward and pray for the peace of our 
respective countries; we are all called to pray for our 
respective country’s leaders; we are all called to do com-
merce; we are all called to propagate our people through 
marriage; we are all called to ignore false teachers and 
rely on God’s Word in faith; and we are all called to 
look for the future and hope of our heavenly citizen-
ship when God will gather all His people from all over 
the earth and from throughout time in a glorious resur-
rection into the new heavens and the new earth, into 
Paradise restored, where we will have perfect fellowship 
with our God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

Until then, let us pray that each of us live as godly 
citizens full of salt and light in our respective Babylon.  
To God alone be the glory.  Amen. 

Elder Roger Gallimore

Grace Reformed Church,
Rapid City, SD
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Recently, I read a most timely book.*  Though 
it was written in 1645, during a time when 

Christians were suffering great persecution from the 
Roman Catholic Church, it has been most helpful to 
me.  Every believer experiences light afflictions from 
time to time. We call them “light” because that’s what 
they are compared to the far greater glory yet to be 
revealed in us (2 Corinthians 4:17). Sometimes our 
afflictions are a chastisement for sin but often they’re 
just how the Lord works his sanctifying grace in us. 
Over the years Jeremiah Burroughs’ book has helped 
countless Christians face their afflictions with the 
understanding that all that 
happens in their lives is 
according to God’s good 
purpose for them. It doesn’t 
make the suffering any less 
painful, but has helped in 
not letting the afflictions 
become a cause to stumble 
in our faith.

Moreover, learning to be 
content in the Lord through 
our difficult trials has been 
the greatest challenge that I 
believe we must learn in our 
Christian lives.  Though in 
this life we will not by any 
stretch come to a state of 
full contentment, this “jewel” in the Christian life is 
indeed “rare” since the struggle against a spirit of dis-
content in all of us is on-going.  We grumble and com-
plain against almost anything that goes against how we 
think things ought to be, whether it’s circumstances or 
other people that God, in His providence, brings into 
our lives.  There many circumstances that we do not 
have control over.  They make our lives uncomfort-
able or uneasy, whether that involves persecution or 
oppression from unbelievers (which is what the origi-
nal readers of Burroughs’ book were experiencing) or  
other trials.  Many circumstances that we complain 
about also involve the areas of work, finances, health, 
state of affairs in our country or even our churches.  
Even the outcome of a football game stirs up discon-

tent – “Maybe I should support another more ‘win-
ning’ team.” We complain about other people; we don’t 
like their personality, or the way they conduct them-
selves (though they are not living in unrepentant sin); 
we don’t like the way a person performs their tasks in 
their labors.  

Within many churches there is much discontent 
amongst the saints in Christ. This sinful spirit is a 
pervasive problem.  We see it when people find fault 
with others.  We see it when they are discontent that 
those visiting the church are not actually joining the 
church.  We see it when there isn’t enough work being 

shared by the other members.  Yet we find these facts 
just about any church we attend.  Beloved in the Lord, 
it is one thing when the ungodly murmur (grumble) 
and complain.  We would expect a discontented spirit 
possessing an unbeliever.  However, when those who 
profess faith in Christ complain they possess a spirit 
that is contrary to the Spirit of Christ that dwells 
in him or her (Philippians 2:14-15).  Yet it must be 
kept in mind that just because a person is saved and 
has died to sin being delivered from the dominion of 
sin having been baptized into Christ, he nevertheless 
still wrestles with the sin that remains present with 
him that battles against the Spirit of Christ and His 
righteousness (Romans 6:6; 7:20-21; Galatians 5:17). 
And oftentimes, the old man (the sin that dwells in 

The Spirit of Murmuring (Grumbling) 
Reveals a Spirit of Discontent

Jeremiah Burroughs, “As contentment 
argues much grace, and strong grace, and 
beautiful grace, so murmuring argues much 
corruption, and strong corruption, and very 
vile corruption in your heart” (p. 79).
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our members) wins the battle, whether we are aware 
of it or not. This leads to the subject of this article con-
cerning murmuring and complaining, which is drawn 
from a very small but powerful section of Jeremiah 
Burroughs’ book on contentment.

He writes, “As contentment argues much grace, and 
strong grace, and beautiful grace, so murmuring argues 
much corruption, and strong corruption, and very vile 
corruption in your heart” (p. 79). The vile corruption 
of the heart is a discontented heart that is manifested 
in murmuring and complaining. The power of this 
statement is seen in the Epistle of Jude.

In Jude, verse 14 and 15, we read, “Behold, the Lord 
comes with ten thousands of His saints, to execute judg-
ment on all, to convict all who are ungodly among them 
of all their ungodly deeds which they have committed 
in an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things which 
ungodly sinners have spoken against Him” ( Jude 1:14-
15, NKJV).

In the verses quoted here we are told 
of the condition of the ungodly, which 
is a state of discontent.  We are told that 
the ungodly live their lives in an ungodly 
way, and in their ungodly conversa-
tion they speak against the Lord.  It is 
to these ungodly people the Lord will 
come with “ten thousands of His saints” to 
execute His eternal punishment, having 
convicted them (found them guilty) of 
their wickedness.  Now, when we think 
about ungodly people we might think 
that it is easy to identify them by their 
behavior.  They are drunkards, thieves, 
murderers, adulterers and fornicators.  
Or we identify the ungodly by the words 
they speak.  They are those who are 
using foul language, speaking blasphe-
mies against God and even denying His 
very existence.  And in thinking only in 
this way, you might think to yourself 
that since you do not act that way or 
speak with such disrespect toward the 
Lord, these verses are not talking about 
you. As a believer in Christ this would 
be considered irreprehensible conduct 
and inconsistent with those who have 
been born again by the Holy Spirit and 
implanted with the love of God in their 
hearts. However, we must consider the 
next verse in Jude that describes these 
ungodly people that is different than 
what we might think, and which is often-
times overlooked or just simply ignored.

We read in verse 16, “These are grumblers, com-
plainers . . .”  In this verse those who are identified as 
ungodly are “grumblers,” or “murmurers” (King James 
Version) and complainers. When believers engage in 
murmuring and complaining, are they not conducting 
themselves in the same way as the ungodly? Accord-
ing to Scripture, they absolutely are! In murmuring 
or grumbling we are expressing discontent in our cir-
cumstances, or as it has been defined, “grumbling is 
a species of immoderate complaint about one’s allot-
ted circumstances.”  How many of us have grumbled 
about our circumstances?  In that moment, are we 
not exercising a rebellious spirit against God’s Provi-
dence?  For example, have we not complained against 
another person, as though our discontent is caused by 
that person? How often do we see in churches jealousy 
and envy, strife and contention being stirred up by the 
insatiable grumbling and complaining by one or a few 

"Tree of Life"

by Phoebe Dawn
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of its members?  Whole churches have been torn apart 
because a discontented spirit has penetrated their 
midst producing much grumbling and complaining 
about setbacks or situations going on in the congrega-
tion. And more often than not, our grumbling is aimed 
against one another; whether it is against another lay-
person, a deacon, an elder, or the pastor.  We see this 
sin in words such as, “I don’t like the way so and so 
does this thing or that.”  “If only the pastor would be or 
do such and such, we would see the church grow faster, 
or we would not be losing so many members.” Though 
the person being complained against doesn’t believe 
in any heresy, nor lives in unrepentant sin, a spirit of 
murmuring and complaining will raise up the weak-
nesses of that person and his personality as being rea-
son enough to not like him and to complain to others 
about that person in a way that is demeaning and dis-
respectful. And so goes the grumbling and complain-
ing that stirs up a spirit of contention and discontent 
within the church.

Each of us who are in Christ need to honestly and 
humbly examine our own hearts, to see whether we 
have a spirit of murmuring and complaining (it is an 
exam that I have found that I need to take daily; and 
flunk often). You may think that you are not as bad 
as others, because you do not get drunk or swear as 
others do, but you are acting just as ungodly when you 
murmur and complain against God and one another.  
Burroughs writes,  “It is true there is no sin but some 
seeds and remainders of it are in those who are godly; 
but when men are under the power of this sin of mur-
muring, it convicts them as ungodly, as well as if they 
were under the power of drunkenness, or whoredom, 
or any other sin. God will look upon you as ungodly 
for this sin as well as for any sin whatever.  This one 
Scripture should make the heart shake at the thought 
of the sin of murmuring” (p. 80). 

Does this thought not shake your heart?  It should; 
it should bring you to your knees in the fear of the 
Lord.  Are you guilty of this sin? If you are (and there 
are not many, if any, who can honestly say they are 
not), then you are in rebellion against God, against 
His Providence. Drawing from Numbers 16:41 and 
17:10 Burroughs writes, “. . . you are this day charged 
by the Lord as being guilty of rebellion against God, 
and God expects that when you go home, you should 
humble your souls before Him for this sin, that you 
should charge your souls for being guilty of rebellion 
against God.

“Many of you may say, I never thought that I was a 
rebel against God before, I thought that I had many 
infirmities, but now I see the Scripture speaks of sin in 

a different way than men do; the Scripture makes men, 
though only murmurers, to be rebels against God. 
Oh, this rebellious heart that I have against the Lord, 
which has manifested itself in this way of murmuring 
against the Lord!” (p. 81). 

What a powerful message for us all to consider the 
next time we become discontented and are tempted to 
murmur and complain about this person or that person, 
just because he or she isn’t confirming to the standards 
we have set (remember, the Pharisees believed strongly 
that Jesus did not fit into their idea of what the Mes-
siah would be like). Let’s consider carefully that when 
we murmur and complain against a man who is called 
to an office of the church, we are rebelling against those 
whom the Lord has called to that office and are, accord-
ing to Scripture, rebelling against God Himself, judging 
His call of the man to be in error. This small section of 
the book cuts to the core of this very vile sin, which is 
oftentimes ignored as though it is not that big a deal – 
but the Lord says it is a big deal!  The truth is that we 
have many areas to examine in our lives to root ouot 
the sin of grumbling.  Whether it is dealing with God’s 
harsh providences in our lives (like sickness, accident, 
financial woe) or dealing with circumstances in our 
church, reflect upon the doctrine of God’s Providence as 
it is taught in Heidelberg Catechism #27 and #28.  That 
should help tremendously.

And because it is such a subtle sin many people 
will not recognize it. Only by the Holy Spirit work-
ing grace in your hearts will you come to understand 
the gravity of this sin.  Let’s therefore come to the 
Lord seeking His grace to reveal to us our own sin-
ful spirit of discontent, and with a repentant heart 
rest in His goodness and grace that is evidenced in 
His Providence, trusting Him alone knowing that 
He will work all things to our good, to our salvation 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who alone obtained 
for His elect the forgiveness of sins, righteousness, 
salvation and everlasting life. If we will do that then 
we will begin to learn to be content in the ways the 
Lord is showing us His faithfulness and providence.  
Moreover, we will begin to embrace one another in 
Christ’s love and from a contented heart cease from 
murmuring and complaining and truly glorify God 
in all that we say and do through Christ Jesus our 
Lord.  Amen!

Rev. Richard Stetler

Acton, California

*Comments drawn from the book, “The Rare Jewel of Christian Con-
tentment,” by Jeremiah Burroughs, pp.79-80, Public Domain
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We have had some good news from the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo.  Last year, we arranged 

to have a representative from an organization called 
Farming God’s Way to visit the various areas where we 
support churches in the Congo.  With his advice, and 
with the rain sent by the grace of God, our brothers 
and sisters there were able to raise sufficient crops to be 
able to sell some and to save enough money to be able 
to buy the seed needed to plant the fields this coming 
year.  This represents great progress and we pray that 
God will continue to bless them so that this economic 
development may continue in the coming years.

Because of this success last year, we are able to con-
centrate on different entrepreneurial activities in the 
current year.  One project that we are really excited 
about is the planting of two hectares (4.9 acres) of Oil 
Palm trees.  Palm oil is obtained from the fruit of the 
trees. The main use in Africa is in food preparation 
in the home, primarily for frying. We have earmarked 
$2,000.00 for this project.  It will take about three to 
five years for the trees to come into production and 
then they will be productive for at least another fifteen 
years.  If the Lord blesses this effort, it will be a con-
tinuing source of income for the area.

Farming God’s Way also showed our brethren how 
to be successful raising chickens for both slaughter and 
for egg production.  It takes only $150.00 for a family to 

get the needed supplies for shelter and food as well as to 
buy the starter chickens.  Once underway, these should 
be self-supporting ventures for many years to come.  
We are sending $1,500.00 for ten families to start in 
the chicken/egg business.  However, there are twenty 
families that wish to start chicken/egg production.  
Therefore, we are asking for donations to this worthy 
cause.  Individual donations can add up to a lot and 
have a tremendous impact on the lives of our brothers 
and sisters there.  Also, there may be churches or church 
groups who would like to donate $150.00 to get a fam-
ily started.  Some years ago we used this same approach 
when we purchased sewing machines for young ladies 
so that they would be able to support their children by 
doing seamstress work.  It is our hope and prayer that 
many families would be able to make additional money 
with the chickens and to help to buy the necessities of 
life through their own labor.

Donations for this project can be made to:  
Congo Economic Development Fund or CEDF

Contributions may be sent to:  
Providence Reformed Church,  

245 East Vine St., Lodi, CA 95240 

Elder Jerry DeYoung

Lodi, CA

Congo Economic Development 
Activities

African Oil Palm Trees
 By Marco Schmidt [1] - Own work, CC BY-SA 2.5, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1843612
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INTRODUCTION:
Members of the Reformed Church in the United 

States (RCUS) should know that our denomination 
was started in 1725 in Pennsylvania (that’s right, we 
will celebrate our 300th anniversary in just nine years) 
holding to the same creeds and preaching the same 
Reformed theology that we do today. Unfortunately, 
we cannot say that our Church has held strongly to 
our Reformed heritage over these years. Indeed, in its 
second hundred years, from 1840 to 1940, it became 
more and more liberal and less and less biblical in its 
theology. When the Germans from Russia immigrated 
to the United States from 1870 to 1900, these folks 
found that the large majority of the Reformed Church, 
especially in the Eastern states, was pretty much 
Reformed in name only. There still were fairly large 
pockets of Bible-believing churches and Christians 
left, but they had little say in the national agenda of 
the then RCUS.  These faithful churches also had little 
contact with each other. The national leadership of the 
RCUS indeed did much to prevent united movements 
against their Liberalism by keeping the conservative 
voices out of denominational media. For example, when 
Rev. K.J. Stuebbe from Wisconsin spoke out against 
the proposed Evangelical and Reformed merger at the 
General Synod of 1933 in Philadelphia, his speeches 
were reported in the secular newspapers of Philadel-
phia, but not a whisper of them ever appeared in any 
denominational papers or magazines.

Facing this situation, the leaders of the German-
Russian Reformed churches in the Dakotas sought 
for ways in which they might preserve their historic 
Reformed beliefs and practices. They finally discov-
ered that the RCUS Constitution makes provision for 
specific language classes that can be organized on geo-
graphical areas already covered by other classes. Thus 
the German-Russian churches were given permission 
in 1910 to form a German-speaking Classis  within 
the areas of the South Dakota and North Dakota 
Classes. They called this new Classis the “Eureka” 
Classis reflecting the Greek word “eureka”, which 
means, “I have found it”, and publicly declared that 

they had founded their Classis for “theological rea-
sons.” From its beginning then, the Eureka Classis was 
out of step with its liberal denomination and it was 
not surprising that it refused to join the Evangelical 
and Reformed merger, a move that was made by call-
ing each of its congregations to vote on the issue (all 
voted 100 percent against joining the E & R merger 
of 1934). They were later joined by other Reformed 
congregations from around the United States mainly 
during the 1950s and 1960s. In 1945 the four Con-
gregations of the Menno, SD, charge, which were pas-
tored by Rev. William Korn, joined Classis.  Yet it was 
not until 1958 that the Manitowoc, WI, charge joined, 
and 1959 when Peace Reformed Church at Garner, 
IA, joined, and 1960 when the two congregations at 
Shafter and Bakersfield, CA, joined. Thus it was the 
North and South Dakota RCUS churches that were 
called upon by God to make their separation from the 
1934 Merger stick so that they could be the continuing 
RCUS and make major decisions such as publishing 
a more accurate German and English version of the 
Heidelberg Catechism (done in 1950). Another major 
decision was to send ministerial students to Westmin-
ster Seminary in Philadelphia (done in 1953), rather 
than to the much more liberal seminaries that were 
part of the Merged church, and which siphoned off 
every student sent to them into the Evangelical and 
Reformed union. All of this was only possible because 
of strong Reformed Churches in the Eureka Classis 
led by faithful and competent Elders.

FAITHFUL ELDERS FOR  
FAITHFUL CHURHES

While the Eureka Classis began its life as a continu-
ation of the RCUS with most of its nine charges with 
27 churches served by ministers, it soon found itself 
with very few ministers to serve what became seventeen 
charges when the North Dakota Classis merged into 
the Eureka Classis in 1935. Two of its ministers had 
returned to Germany at the invitation of the NAZI 
government to help build a new and mighty Germany. 
Several ministers were of retirement age and decided 

Faithful Elders
(Notes on RCUS History)
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to go with the merger in order to keep their pensions. 
Then WW II came along and emptied the seminar-
ies of students preparing for the ministry. In fact 
there were only three ministers at its 1943 Spring 
Classis meeting. This left the leadership of most con-
gregations to the Elders, and God did supply faithful 
Elders to our Churches. Indeed this article is being 
written to call attention to the work of these faith-
ful Reformed soldiers who bore the heat and labor 
of the battle to make the Eureka Classis a continu-
ing part of God’s true Church. Certainly the deci-
sion taken by Rev. William Korn of Menno, SD, and 
Rev. Walter Grossmann of Hosmer, SD, and Stated 
Clerk of the Eureka Classis, to send our ministerial 
students to Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia 
was another important key to the continuation and 
indeed revitalization of the Eureka Classis.  Yet those 
actions cannot overshadow or minimize the work of 
these faithful Elders.

All across the Eureka Classis, even in charges that 
had a minister, Elders led worship services and read 
printed sermons when a pastor was not present, 

taught Sunday School and Catehchism classes, vis-
ited the sick and did pastoral care of all of the con-
gregation members, and kept the church members 
together by keeping them informed and scheduling 
Sunday evening services when a pastor could be avail-
able after traveling from 40 to 300 miles on Sunday 
afternoon to lead a service. It was my privilege as a 
son of Rev. Walter Grossmann to join him on many 
of these trips.  I would often drive while he slept 
in the back seat.  After worship we would stay over 
Sunday night with the family of one of these faith-
ful Elders. Along with my older brother, Peter, who 
shared in this Sunday afternoon duty, I thus became 
familiar with these unheralded heroes and hearing 
their theological discussions with our Dad. We also 
developed life-long friendships with these men and 
their families. I will mention some names below as 
examples of such Elders, but by no means can I refer 
to all of them.

The Hosmer, SD, charge, of which Walter Gross-
mann was pastor, consisted of three congregations 
with 442 baptized members in 1948. Elders in the 

Eureka Classis, 1950: The first row are pastors, and behind them stand some of the faithful elders God has used in the RCUS



Sep-Oct  2016 | 17

rural Congregations were 
Albert Martell and Julius 
Krein at the Calvin Church, 
and John Job and Jacob 
Geist at the Neudorf (New-
town) Church. At Hos-
mer town Church Elders 
Geist and Hoff were lead-
ers. These men conducted 
worship services and read 
sermons on two out of 
three Sundays, as the pas-
tor was able to serve only 
one congregation at a time 
because of travel distance 
and road conditions. Winter brought blizzards some-
times forcing us to travel the last mile to the country 
churches by horse and sleigh, while spring brought 
mud so deep and water so high that ducks literally 
would swim across the road while we were slipping 
and sliding through the mud. Summer brought some 
relief but often was so dry that driving a country road 
became an exercise in breathing dust. Add to this the 
poor quality of wartime tires that required us to carry 
two spares at all times and travel was seldom boring.

Through all of this there still shines to me the char-
acter of Elders like Jacob Stegmeier at Heil, ND (180 
miles from Hosmer), a pleasant old man with an even 
more pleasant wife, who was passionately Reformed in 
his thinking and a leader of men to be respected and 
followed. His son Albert and son-in-law Arndt Ket-
terling both followed in his footsteps as elders who led 
and shepherded their congregation, most all of whom 
farmed the rather wild country around Heil.

Another outstanding Elder whom I got to know 
very well after becoming pastor of the Odessa Charge 
at Artas and Herreid, SD, was Calvin Ochsner.  He 
was re-elected for term after term and served as an 
Elder for forty straight years before retiring shortly 
before his death in 1974. Again a sound Christian 
leader who held the Herreid Congregation together 
for fifteen years while it had no pastor, and then 
taught me more about practical pastoring than I had 
ever learned in Seminary. Not surprisingly, he was also 
followed by his oldest son, Elmer, into the eldership, 
where he served most competently. I was, however, a 
bit disappointed when I asked Mr. Calvin Ochsner 
(who was twenty years old when my grandfather, Rev. 
John Grossmann, had started his years as minister of 
Odessa Charge) what my grandfather’s preaching was 
like. His answer was a simple, “A lot like yours.” That 

was a let-down since I wanted more detail.  But such 
an answer should be expected since I have always 
been impressed with the Bible text on grandfather’s 
tombstone – Romans 7:24-25.  “24 O wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
25 I thank God—through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, 
with the mind I myself serve the law of God, but with the 
flesh the law of sin.” (NKJV) 

Added to this list must be Elders Henry Opp of 
Eureka, SD, Jacob Feil of Lincoln Valley, ND, Leo-
pold Dockter and August Dockter of Venturia, ND, 
John Gramm of Highmore, SD, Ted Holzwarth, and 
Jacob F. Mettler of Menno, SD, Jacob Reichert, Isabel, 
SD, Reinhold Kauk of Sutton, NE, Reinhold Spanen-
berger of Heil, ND, William Mettler of Upham, ND, 
and Henry Schnabel of Upham, ND. These men and 
others are the ones who kept the congregations of the 
Eureka Classis alive and well during the long times of 
pastoral vacancy and circuit rider charges.

May God continue to raise up Elders for the RCUS 
who are of the same theological knowledge and pas-
toral gifts as were these 20th Century fathers of the 
present-day Reformed Church in the United States. 
While these men never attended theological schools, 
and many did not even attend high school, they stud-
ied the Scriptures and Reformed theological writings 
constantly during their lives.  They knew the Heidel-
berg frontwards and backwards, and thus were self-
educated to an extent that very few people are today. 
Pastors come and go but Elders are the true leaders of 
the Church.

Dr. Robert Grossmann

Menno, SD

"O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver 
me from this body of death? I thank God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with 
the mind I myself serve the law of God, but 
with the flesh the law of sin.”  

Romans 7:24-25

hr
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The Rev. Dr. C.W. “Bud Powell was called home to 
eternal rest in the presence of His Savior on July 29, 
2016.  Funeral services were held on Friday, August 5, 
2016, in Colorado Springs, Colorado.  Rev. J. P. Mosley 
(Pastor-Elect of Trinity Covenant Reformed Church 
in Colorado Springs) officiated at the service while 
Rev. Matthew Powell preached a sermon from Prov-
erbs 9:7-12, delivering a Christ-centered message, just 
as his father always preached and taught.  All of the 
other sons of Dr. Powell who were in attendance also 
contributed in meaningful ways during the worship 
service (Rev. Jim, Joseph, Rev. Samuel, and Stephen).  
Two grandsons of Dr. Powell shared remembrances 
on behalf of all the grandchildren.  

Expressions of sympathy and comfort were given 
by Rev. David Fagrey on behalf of Synod, Rev. Rich-
ard Stetler on behalf of Western Classis, Rev. David 
Dawn on behalf of Northern Plains Classis, Rev. 
Travis Grassmid on behalf of South Central Clas-
sis, and Rev. Kyle Sorensen on behalf of Covenant 
East Classis.  A representative from the alumni of 
New Geneva Theological Seminary (Dr. John Leaf ) 
also shared greetings. A men’s vocal group from area 
RCUS churches sang a heavenly rendition of “It is 
Well With My Soul.” The entire service was recorded 
and is available at http://www.sermonaudio.com/
sermoninfo.asp?SID=8616036321. Many other min-
isters and elders from the RCUS and other churches 
were in attendance.  The obituary which was printed 
in the bulletin follows:

Bud Powell was born Carroll Walker Powell, Jr. to 
Carroll and Ella Powell at Memorial Hospital in Med-
ford, Oregon, on April 27, 1934 and was called home 
to glory on July 29, 2016.

He was baptized as an infant shortly thereafter 
in the Southern Methodist church of Medford. His 
father was a farm worker and his mother was a house-
wife. His grandfather A. E. Powell was a newspaper 

publisher and a Jackson County supervisor. Bud had 
two older sisters, Barbara and Ruth.

Through grade school and high school, Bud loved to 
play basketball and baseball, dabbled in learning, and 
excelled in mathematics and daydreaming. He also 
attended the Community Bible Church in Eagle Point 
and the Community Bible Church in Central Point 
where he learned very many scriptures and developed 
a lifelong interest in biblical knowledge.

After high school he travelled to Greenville, South 
Carolina. There he attended Bob Jones University 
and received a Bachelor Degree with a major in math-
ematics and a minor in English. In the fall of 1956, 
Bud began seminary at Bob Jones and later finished 
his degree at Sacramento Baptist Seminary. Finally, 
he began a PhD at the University of Nevada at Reno 
before transferring to Baptist Christian University to 
complete his PhD in church history.

InMemoriam

CONTINUED ON PAGE 20

In Loving Memory of  
Rev. Dr. C.W. “Bud” Powell

April 27, 1934 – July 29, 2016
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Back to School:
But Do You Know What Is Happening?

(Originally published in Reformed Herald, Sep 2003)

“Through wisdom is an house builded; and by understand-
ing it is established: And by knowledge shall the chambers 
be filled with all precious and pleasant riches. A wise man 
is strong; yea, a man of knowledge increaseth strength.” 
(Proverbs 24:3-5, KJV)

The children are off to school all across the coun-
try. In Colorado Springs the cops are out to see that 
motorists don’t speed through the school zones and 
smash some of the little ones. Somehow we think that 
the danger is outside in the school zones.

The investment in education has been good for 
America in many ways. Our prosperity and wealth are 
the wonder and envy of the world. Knowledge is great 
strength for any people and the advances in technology 
have dramatically changed the nature of war as well 
as the lives of ordinary people. My grandmother and 
grandfather would not recognize the modern world. 
Even my father, who died in 1988, would be amazed at 
the changes since then.

Many changes in American life are not for the better, 
and some of these things are a great worry to Christians: 
the abortion industry, the flaunting of sodomy and other 
crimes against nature, unwed pregnancies, lawlessness 
and violence that seem to be spreading like the Colo-
rado fires last summer. Americans seem to have made so 
much progress in material things and convenience, and 
so little progress in decency and community.

As your children trot off to school this fall, it might 
be a very good idea to know what is going on in school. 
Children have parents for more reasons than to keep 
them dry and warm, with their tummies full.

Schools are instruments of change, and that is a 
good thing, for we do not live in a perfect world. In 
this respect American education is a resounding suc-
cess, for it is undeniably true that immense changes 
have taken place even in this author’s sixty-nine years.

Most of us would not like to go back to the days 
where a hundred-mile auto trip might involve chang-
ing or patching a tire two or three times, but even that 
was an improvement over ox-carts, I suspect. We are 

happy with running water, flush toilets, and vaccina-
tion for diseases. We are happy that the crime scene 
investigators have so many more tools—chemical 
indicators, DNA tests, data bases, and dozens of other 
tools to help solve crimes. We just wish that there were 
not so many crimes and think it was a good thing when 
people didn’t lock their doors at night. This writer can 
even remember the day when kids would bring guns to 
school and shoot squirrels on the way. 

Why are kids different nowadays? The squirrels are 
protected now, but is there a correlation between not 
shooting squirrels and the shooting of classmates? Just 
asking. I don’t think we are better off now that we sus-
pend a little boy for pointing his finger and saying “Bang, 
bang.” We may need that little boy against the Philis-
tines someday, and we’d better have him on our side.

Public education, that great engine of radical democ-
racy, has helped bring about social changes as well as 
scientific advancement. The liberalization of abortion 
laws, of laws against the practice of homosexuality and 
other sexual crimes, of feminism, and of other things 
contrary to the Bible were taught in schools long before 
they were enacted into law. In this regard, along with 
the influence of television and the music industry, edu-
cation has been tearing down with one hand what it 
was building with the other. What good is technologi-
cal advancement and scientific achievement if they are 

“The principles by which believers live are squarely 
opposed to the principles by which unbelievers live. This 
is true in the field of education as well as in the church. 
Accordingly, we speak of antitheses in education. 
These antitheses cover the whole educational field. 
They cover first the field of educational philosophy. 
This is of basic significance, but is often overlooked. 
In the second place these antitheses appear in the field 
of what is to be taught, ie., the curriculum. Finally, 
these antitheses appear when we consider the child 
or the young person to be instructed.” – Cornelius 
Van Til, The Foundations of Christian Education by 
Louis Berkhof and Cornelius Van Til. Presbyterian & 
Reformed, Phillipsburg, NJ, p. 3.
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used by madmen and fools to destroy their neighbors 
and offend the Judge of all the earth?

Parents should know what’s going on at school. Are 
children being taught moral and spiritual values that 
are contrary to the faith? Do children know the reli-
gious values and philosophic foundations of American 
freedoms and institutions? English bishops may look 
a lot better than some of the monsters that inhabit 
the dark corners of the world. If we flee from a lion of 
ecclesiastical tyranny, will we be better off snuggling 
up with a bear of atheistic totalitarianism? What shall 
it profit if we gain the whole world, and lose our soul?

So off to school they go. They look so cute in their 
new dresses, new back packs, and fresh faces. They will 
learn lots of stuff no matter where they go to school. 
But in some places they will learn that sophisticates 
approve and promote homosexuality, the poor have a 
right to the wealth of the rich, that sexual freedom is 
good and freeing to the soul and spirit, that parents 
who discipline their children are harsh and unreason-
able, that everyone has a right to do as he pleases, and 
that only fools believe the Bible.

Does education matter? You bet it does. Look at the 
recent changes in American values. Are public schools 
doing their job? Yes they are.

Education is no savior, for that belongs to Jesus 
Christ alone. But ideas certainly have consequences 
and the ideas that have been promoted in the public 
schools for generations are bearing fruit. Those who 
go forth bearing precious seed will doubtless come 
again, bearing their sheaves with them. But it is also 
true that the enemy who sows evil seed will experience 
a real, though temporary, glee at the tares that grow up 
in the master’s field.

As our proverb at the beginning of this article says, it 
takes wisdom, knowledge, and understanding to build 
a house. It also takes these things to fill the house 
with pleasant and beautiful things. Jesus Christ is that 
wisdom, knowledge, and understanding and without 
Him and His teaching the house will crumble and fall, 
as He said. It also might have some very ugly things in 
it before it falls. 

“Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: 
and with all thy getting get understanding.” (Proverbs 4:7)

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made 
unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, 
and redemption.” (1 Corinthians 1:30)

Dr. C.W. “Bud” Powell

He was ordained to the gospel ministry by Sylvan 
Road Baptist church in Hapeville, Georgia and later 
moved to Anderson, California to help found Shasta 
Christian School in the fall of 1961.

In June of 1962, Bud married Penny Simer of 
Rogue River, Oregon. From that marriage issued six 
sons: Stephen Walker of Murfreesboro, TN; Samuel 
Arthur of Yuba City, CA; Joseph Jefferson of Colo-
rado Springs, CO; Dorman James of Bettendorf, IA; 
Joshua Carroll of Kumamoto, Japan; and Matthew 
Edward of Casper, WY.

In 1964, Pastor Powell helped J.G. Duckett found 
Faith Baptist Church in Anderson, California. In 
1969, this congregation became Faith Reformed 
Church and was received into the RCUS at Lincoln 
Valley RCUS at the annual meeting of the Eureka 
Classis. There, Pastor Powell was also licensed to 
preach in the RCUS, having been previously ordained.

Also in 1964, Pastor Powell helped to found Faith 
Christian Academy, which later became Northstate 

Schools. He served there as headmaster until 1985. In 
1986, Pastor Powell moved to Colorado Springs, CO 
with Penny, his two youngest sons, and a few families 
from Anderson to plant Trinity Covenant Reformed 
Church. He pastored that church faithfully up until 
his retirement in 2016.

Pastor Powell also taught at Evangelical Christian 
Academy in Colorado Springs until 1996 when he 
resigned to become full-time professor of historical 
and systematic theology at what was then Knox Theo-
logical Seminary. In 1999 the seminary became New 
Geneva Seminary. At the seminary, Dr. Powell had 
been the Academic Dean and Professor of Historical 
and Systematic Theology.

Pastor Powell served as pastor of Trinity Covenant 
Reformed Church and taught at New Geneva Theo-
logical Seminary until April 2016, retiring just two 
months before his death. Bud Powell is survived by 
his sister Ruth, his six sons, nineteen grandchildren, 
and six great-grandchildren.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18
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Why We Do What We Do?

Covenant Confirmation

“The rite of confirmation is the solemn 
and joyous acknowledgment by the con-
gregation that God has confirmed His 
covenant promise of salvation, which was 
signified and sealed to these baptized chil-
dren, by granting them repentance and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ upon their coming 
to the age of understanding and commit-
ment.” (Directory of Worship for the RCUS)

Confirmation is an acknowledgment by 
the congregation that God has confirmed 
His covenant promise of salvation (Rom. 
15:8; Gal. 3:17).  God’s covenant of salva-
tion is His promise to save His elect people 
through faith in Christ and to be their God 
and friend forever. This promise is summa-
rized in the words, “I will be your God and 
you shall be My people.” ( Jer. 9:23)

When God saves His elect by granting 
them repentance and faith in Christ, He 
enters into a covenant of friendship with them, promis-
ing to be their God and the God of their descendants 
(Gen. 17:7). This means that God promises believ-
ing parents that they will have His elect among their 
descendants (Isaiah 59:21; Rom. 9:27).  If parents bring 
their children up for Him, God will grant them repen-
tance and faith in Christ, that is, He will circumcise 
their hearts so that they repent and believe.

God commanded Abraham (an adult convert), to be 
circumcised, and also to have his household circum-
cised, as a sign of God’s covenant promise to circum-
cise the hearts of His elect. “God will circumcise your 
heart and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD 
your God with all your heart” (Deuteronomy 30:6).

In the NT, Baptism has replaced circumcision as the 
sign of God’s covenant of salvation with believers and 
their children (Acts 2:39; 1 Cor. 7:14). This is seen for 
example in the fact that Lydia (an adult convert like 
Abraham) believed, and then “she and her household 
were baptized” (Acts 16:15). Therefore, “what circum-
cision was for the Jews, baptism is to our children” 
(Belgic Confession, Article 34).

In the OT, covenant children were circumcised in 
infancy (as a sign of membership in the old covenant 
church); afterwards they were instructed in the true reli-
gion; and upon profession of faith in the Lord became 
full members of the church and were admitted to the 
Passover. This same basic pattern continues in the NT: 
covenant children are baptized in infancy (as a sign of 
membership in the new covenant church); then after-
wards are taught the Christian faith, and then, upon 
profession of faith in Christ, become full members of 
the church and are admitted to the Lord’s Supper.

Every time God saves a covenant child by granting 
them repentance and faith in Jesus Christ, He is con-
firming His covenant promise of salvation! When chil-
dren are ready to make profession of faith, our church 
calls it Confirmation in order to recognize that God is 
confirming His covenant promise of salvation ( Josh. 
24:15; Matt. 10:32).

Rev. David Fagrey

Rapid City, SD

Grace Reformed Church (Mitchell, SD) rejoices to announce that 
 three covenant children, (l to r) Allyson Strong, Carly Van Roekel, and  

Anna Cooper, were confirmed and took their first communion on June 12, 2016. 

We rejoice in God’s continued faithfulness.

hr
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What were some of the covenant youth in Califor-
nia doing this summer?  Well, during the month 

of June from the 13th-17th some 50 covenant youth 
enjoyed the Sierra Mountains at Sierra Christian Camp.  
High up in the majestic views, they enjoyed learning 
about the Kingdom of God.  Some of the activities 
included crafts and games, an indoor pool, bonfires, and 
lessons focused on the theme, “The Kingdom of God.”

First of all, what sorts of activities did the campers 
enjoy?  Camp Director Rev. Tracy Gruggett and the 
Activities Director Mr. Chris Heckman led a food 
fight with its primary ammo being marshmallows.  
(However, not the same marshmallows consumed at 
the bonfire)  At the bonfire, many bear stories were 
dramatically told and acted out by camp counselors.  
Also, the Activities Director returned in the form of his 
alter ego, everybody’s favorite game show host, the one 
and only, “Cletus,” with his fake hair, dinner jacket, and 
several teeth.  “Cletus” led one game show called Cabin 
Feud.  Another camp counselor, Elder Mike Grimes, 
did a session called ‘Rhymes with Grimes’, where the 
campers would provide a word and he would make up 
a rhyme.  One last activity was Frozen Fish Hockey, 
but we used SPAM for a hockey puck instead of the 
actual rule requiring a frozen fish head.  This game is 
played on a large tarp of soap and water while using 
kick boards for a hockey stick and wearing googles.  
The object of the game is to move the SPAM to the 
other end against your opponent and score a goal.  It’s 

a good thing that SPAM is cheap seeing that several 
‘pucks’ were needed.  One of the girls’ cabins will be 
returning as the undisputed world champs and playing 
again next year for the SPAM Cup.  

Second of all, the covenant youth had the opportu-
nity to grow in the Word of God through each lesson 
and the times set aside each day for singing, prayer, 
and worship.  There were two groups of campers: the 
juniors and the seniors.  Rev. Mike Voytek used Mat-
thew 6:1-15 and Rev. Gary Mancilas used Matthew 
5:13-15 for their teaching text in the junior camper 
group.  For the senior group of campers, Rev. Jimmy 
John Hall used Matthew 5:13-15 and Rev. Hank 
Bowen used Matthew 6:25-34 for their teaching text.  
Bowen argued that “Too often we try to cope with life 
by the principles the world practices … Then God’s 
Word comes to us and challenges us to trust Him.”  
Hall asked the question, “Like light, can others see 
God being glorified in you?”  In the Kingdom of God, 
faith ties together what we do while giving glory to 
the Father through Jesus Christ.  Each night there 
was a time set aside for singing hymns and a time 
for prayer.  Rev. Valentin Alpuche led our evening 
chapel on Wednesday night.  All in all, the responses 
from the covenant youth showed a grasp of the theme 
for camp.  One of the most popular activities is the 
annual Campers vs. Counselors Volleyball Tourna-
ment.  Unlike the results of the Heidelberg Youth 
Camp for RCUS members in the Northern Plains 
and South Central Classis, the Western Classis coun-
selors taught the campers a lesson or two in humility 
when they destroyed their hope of winning.

In closing, we are so thankful each year for the bless-
ing of God on each covenant child and thankful for 
all of the help from counselors, cooks, and the pastors.  
In the next year the camp might be moved to another 
location and the cooking staff may change.  Please keep 
the Western Classis in your prayers as we seek ways to 
accommodate for a new location and continue to have 
safe camps.  Bump, set, spike, read your Bibles, and 
mark your calendars for next June! 

Rev. Jimmy John Hall

Sacramento, CA

Heidelberg Youth Camp
Western Classis

hr

Cletus, Activities Director
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Paul	H.	Treick,	1987	 	 	 By	Grace	Alone		 	 	 	 	 (note	that	verses	2-6	contain	the	5	Points	of	Calvinism)	 Tune:	Melita	

	
1.														Thou							art									our					God,				and											we								Thy						race							E		l					-			e	c			-			t		e		d							by								Thy		
2.														By											na						-			ture				we								d	e			-		p	r	a	v	e	d			did						dwell				U	n					-			der								T	h	y					curse,		de		--			
3.														In												love									e			-			tern		-		al													Thou					didst			choose			To											save						T	h	y					sheep;		their		
4.														I			n			-		c		a		r		-		n	a	t	e			d	i	d					T	h	y								Son							a	p		-		p	e	a	r		--		A										s	a	c			-		r	i			-		f	i	c	e				--						a		
5.														The									blood					o	f					Christ				b	y											grace					s	u	p	-	plied					W	a	s						b	y							T	h	y							S	p	i		-		r	i	t	'	s	
6.														With							a	l	l								Thy					saints			w	e									a	r	e					p	r	e		-		served				T	o										e	n			-			t	e	r							heav'n	--	a	
7.														This								hymn					of						thanks,		O	h									Lord,				w	e					b	r	i	n	g;			F	o	r							b	y								T	h	y						grace					a			-		

	
	

	
1.										sove	-	reign						grace.					Not												by											the							works				which										we											have				done							but		
2.										s	e	r	-	v	i	n	g								hell	–					S	i	n			-						f	u	l,									c	o	r		-		r	u	p	t					in														e		v					-			e	r	y							part,						Not		
3.										bonds				to								loose.					No												good								did								we									w	i	t	h				-				i	n														us								have								To		
4.									Lamb			most							pure;						T	o												make								a		-		t	o	n	e			-		m	e	n	t									f	o	r										His						sheep					And		
5.									pow'r				a	p		-		plied.								Thy												S	p	i			-			r	i	t								w	e									could										not											r	e		-		s	i	s	t								W	h	o		
6.									place					r	e			-		served.					S	e				-				c	u	r	e								we're			kept							w	i	t	h				-				i	n												T	h	y						care,						Lest		
7.							-	lone					w	e								s	i	n	g.					E	m			-			p	l	o	y							o	u	r						l	i	v	e	s						i		n													e		v				-				e	r	y						sphere				Thy		

	
	

	
1.										by									the							cross								the													vic			-			tory's				won.								Oh													keep										this						truth							with	--	
2.									one							pure						m	o				-				t	i	v	e											in										our						heart.						Hadst								Thou										not						looked					on	
3.								claim						Thy							g	r	a				-				c	i	o	u	s						plan							to								save.								E		l					-						e	c				-				t		e		d							by											Thy	
4.									p	e	r		-		f	e	c		t		-		l	y										T	h	y											will									to								keep.							Now						cleansed							from					sin										and	
5.						breathed		n	e	w				l	i	f	e								i			n				-			t		o									o	u	r						breast.					Our											souls												a				-			l	i	v	e,						which	
6.									w	e							b	e								l	o	s	t							t	o												S	a			-				t	a	n	'	s			snare.						Oh												S	o	v	e		-			r	e	i	g	n			G	o	d,					all	
7.										l	a	w						t	o					k	e	e	p	;					T	h	y								N	a	m	e				t	o							f	e	a	r	.				"B		y							g	r	a	c	e										a				-			l	o	n	e"	--	this	

	
	

	
1.						--		in													my							heart,							That									from											it														I													may														ne'er												d	e			-			p	a	r	t.	
2.										us													in									grace									We										would									re				-				m	a	i	n											a															p		e				-				r	i	s	h	e	d			race.	
3.									grace								a		l			-		o	n	e;									H		o				-								l		y											to											stand								b		e						-				f	o	r	e										T	h	y							throne!	
4.									r	i	g	h	t	-	e	o	u	s,			we											Are													sons									and									heirs												e					-						t		e		r		n			-			a		l				-				l		y!	
5.									once								were					dead,							S	i	n	g							p	r	a	i	s	e				to											Christ,						t	h	e											L	o	r	d	,							o	u	r					Head!	
6.									praise							to									Thee									F	o	r										o	u	r										s	a	l				-			v	a				-				t	i	o	n	,									f	u	l	l											a	n	d						f	r	e	e	!	
7.									d	o	c			-				t	r	i	n	e			pure		-				O	u	r									o			n					-				l			y									c	o	m			-			f	o	r	t									d	o	t	h											s	e	-	cure.			Amen.	

	
	



24  | Reformed Herald  72 / 5

ReformedHerald ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
6121 Pine Vista Way 
Elk Grove, CA 95758

Published bi-monthly by the Reformed Church in the U.S. (ISSN 0199 -8676 Publication No. 459320)

hr

ChurchNews

Praise God for adding these souls to the membership of Northland Reformed Church in Kansas City, MO.

New Members

L to R: Kathy and Bill Warring, Greg and Patty Casey,  Tyler Casey, Kevin (holding daughter Natalie)  
and Lorena Drinkard (holding son Benjamin), Brian and Cassie Leary, with son Shane


